
The capital of Maldives is one of the most densely populated pieces of land in 
the world. The population density of Male' is 65,776 per kilometre, making it 
one of the top ten most densely populated urban areas. This figure is 
increasing at an alarming rate each year, adding to the congestion problems 
already faced by the economic hub of this island nation. 

*Statistics gathered from national bureau of statistics 
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Industrial waste transported to Thilafushi 
from Male' in 2013 is two folds of 2012 while 
the amount of domestic waste have been 
ceiling below 90,000 tonnes since 2004. This is 
alarming as at the moment the waste 
management practices lacks a stringent 
segregation system and would most probably 
end up being openly burned, releasing heavy 
metals and other toxic fumes to the air. While 
some of these toxins are known carcinogens 
this unhealthy process poses other risks as 
well, such as complications of liver, immune 
system, endocrine system, reproductive 
system and effects on the developing nervous 
systems, etc. 
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