
Ozone is a reac�ve gas which exists in two 

atmospheric layers; the stratosphere (upper 

layer) and the troposphere (up to 10-20 km 

above the ground). In the troposphere, ozone is a 

significant greenhouse gas, where it also affects 

the yield of many crops and adversely impacts 

the diversity and growth of plant communi�es. 

In addi�on, tropospheric ozone affects human 

health due to its ac�on as a powerful oxidizing 

gas, which for instance, can cause 

Unlike the other short-lived climate pollutants, 

ozone is not directly emi�ed. It is a secondary 

pollutant that is formed in the troposphere by 

sunlight-driven chemical reac�ons involving 

carbon monoxide, non-methane vola�le organic 

compounds, methane and nitrogen oxides. 

These precursors arise from both natural sources 

and a wide range of anthropogenic ac�vi�es. 

Reduc�ons in methane and carbon monoxide 

emissions have the poten�al to significantly 

reduce ozone levels and associated global 

warming. 
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