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There has been a significant amount of erosion reported 

on islands that are close to the windward reefs. There was 

significant damage in 1812 and 1955 when gales 

destroyed many of the northern islands. Alifu Atoll or 

'Hagngnaameedhoo' suffered tremendous losses in 1964 

when it was flooded by high waves. The capital city of 

Malé was also flooded in 1987 after a severe storm. This 

lead to the construction of the $48 million sea wall around 

Male' that we see at present.

Global warming is affecting sea temperature and thus 

killing the corals. Furthermore, people in Maldives used 

to build their homes from the coral stones. These coral 

stones are easily available for them in the surrounding 

seas. Sand had been taken for building and construction. 

All of these have lead to a trampling effect on our coral 

reefs. Human activities that influenced the beach include 

building harbors and jetties also dredging and 

reclamation, unplanned construction of jetties and 

reclamation without proper environment impact 

assessment. Also clearing of the mangroves in the 

beachside and construction of houses near the beach 

leads the soil to become loose, facilitating nature to take 

its devastating troll in the form of beach erosion.

Beach erosion has become a vulnerable scenario in the 

Maldives. The country's economy thrives due to tourism, 

which is completely dependent on the natural beauty of 

the environment of this nation that has attracted tourists 

to this destination from all over the world. Beach erosion 

cannot be stopped. It is an everyday occurring natural 

process. However it can very well be reduced. It requires 

countless endeavor and innumerable exertion. The public 

and the government need to work together on these 

aspects to enlighten a fruitful future. Today the 

government has implemented strict laws pertaining to the 

protection of its beaches. Coral mining has been banned 

and awareness programs are conducted on a regular basis 

to raise public knowledge towards this solemn issue.

Sources:

http://ecocare.mv/articles/beach-erosion-a-vulnerable-scenario-in-the-maldives/

http://www.globalcoral.org/MALDIVES%20SHORELINES.%20GROWING%20A%20

BEACH.htm

http://www.maldiveshotels.mv/country_guide\

C A R B O N N E U T R A L I T Y : 
W H Y G O C A R B O N 
N E U T R A L ?
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continued on page 6

Going carbon neutral is an easy way to take responsibility 

for the greenhouse gas emissions we create every time we 

drive our cars, take a plane, or turn on our computers. It's 

based on the principle that, since climate change is a 

global problem, an emission reduction made elsewhere 

has the same positive effect as one made locally. 

To solve the problem of climate change, we all need to 

take account of our personal carbon emissions and make 

continued efforts to reduce them ourselves. But it is 

impossible to reduce our carbon emissions to zero, no 

matter how hard we try.

You can have a big impact on moving us all toward a 

greener future in the individual choices you make each 

day. These are some of the easiest and most effective 

ways, in four key areas, to reduce our carbon footprint 

and help improve our quality of life.

Three places to cut your carbon
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Transportation 

Energy

Food

Transportation accounts for almost half of noxious air 

pollution, more than a third of greenhouse gas emissions, 

and one quarter of common air contamination and almost 

one-fifth of water toxicity. To make a difference: 

< Walk, bike, carpool or take transit to get to one of your 

regular destinations each week.

< If you are moving, choose a home within a 30-minute 

bike, walk or transit ride from your daily destinations. A 

convenient place to live reduces the amount you drive, 

which means you'll lower your greenhouse gas emissions 

and other pollutants.

Wasting energy hurts nature and your wallet because 

energy efficiency means lower bills as well as less 

pollution. Here's how to stem your energy leaks:

< Reduce your home cooling/heating and electricity use. 

A more energy-efficient home will lower your utility bills 

and reduce the emissions that cause climate change. Find 

out how you can increase energy efficiency in your home 

through the Energy Guides for Homes and other 

programs.

< Choose energy-efficient appliances. Like efficient 

bulbs, TV, refrigerators and air conditioner etc

There are so many humans on the planet, simply feeding 

ourselves has led to all kinds of environmental havoc air 

and water pollution, loss of soil and reduced biodiversity. 

We can have a huge effect on climate change by simply 

changing a few of our food habits. Here's how.

< Eat wisely. Choose foods that are local, organic and 

low on the food chain whenever possible. Make the most 

of seasonal foods.

< Take care of your trash. Composting all organic waste 

and recycling paper, cardboard, cans and bottles will help 

reduce the greenhouse gas emissions associated with 

landfills.

Pollution seems to integrate itself into all the hemispheres 

i.e. Air, Water and Land connectively termed as the 

biosphere that all life persists. By definition the word 

'pollute' is quoted  as to make sth dirty or no longer pure, 

esp by adding harmful or unpleasant substances to it'.  A 

very simple concept and easily digestible too.  A spill of 

oil into a bucket of water would make it undesirable for 

usage isn't it? Meaning it gets dirty. No longer pure. Not 

potable for consumption either. 

Pollution for us might be an innovative word but it had 

been a cliché used by earth for ages. Longer than we 

humans ever go into reality. Rolling back into the pages 

of the chronology the luxurious habitat so called as the 

Earth was not too hospitable around 4.5 billion years ago. 

It was nothing but a large molten mass with no or slight 

atmospheric significance. Planetesimals trashed the 

planet into a never ending doom day. Epochs of time 

elapsed away with consolidated crust and gave away 

large amounts of reducing gases and water vapor 

entrapped in the boiling magma underneath. These were 

the first signs of atmospheric accumulation around our 

home planet. Condensation revealed the mighty oceans 

and in turn brought up the evolution of organic life forms 

such as prokaryotes. 

Photosynthetic process brought up the key ways of 

conversion of energy into matter and the production of 

oxygen as a biproduct. Most of the oxygen produced got 

embedded with other metals found in the rocks to form 

various forms of oxides. But relatively the process over 

leaped the saturation level and ended up into a great 

catastrophe which is scientifically termed as the Great 

Oxygenation Event (GOE). Extinction followed with 

succession through resistance and adaptation to the 

prevailing conditions in that time frame. 

Nature had always been a part of our lives. Portraits of 

cavemen bring up a visualization of the great link 

between their souls and nature itself. 

A C C U S A T I O N O R A 
T H O U G H T O U T O F T H E 
B O X , W H A T D O Y O U 
T H I N K ?
Afsal Hussain
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