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Climate Change.

Land loss and Beach erosion; Over 80% of the land area 

is less than 1 m above mean sea-level. 50% of all 

inhabited islands and 45% of tourist resorts face varying 

degrees of beach erosion. Note that even a rise of 1 m of 

average sea-level will submerge this country.

Infrastructural damage; all infrastructural activities, 

industries and settlements lie close to the shoreline. Sea-

level rise poses a great threat to the existence of these 

structures. The Male' International Airport for example 

which is located in the Hulhule' Island, has a runway 

which is only 1.2 m above mean sea-level.

Damage to coral reef; The Maldives is basically 

surrounded by coral reefs. It not only provides protection 

to the islands but also is very much a part of the economic 

activities in the country. These coral reefs attract a lot of 

divers to come and explore the Maldives while fishing, a 

major livelihood source for the locals in Maldives is 

associated with these reefs. Corals are sensitive to 

changes in sea surface temperatures. Unusual high 

temperatures in 1998 caused mass coral bleaching in the 

central regions of the Maldives and it still remains a 

threat that such unusual temperatures may lead to the 

bleaching of more corals.

Water resources; Most of the Maldivian population 

depends on the ground water and rain water as source of 

fresh water. Both are highly at the risk of Climate 

Change. As Maldivian Islands are low lying, the rise in 

sea-levels would force salt water intrusions into fresh 

water lens.

Human health; It should be noted that although Malaria 

has been eradicated from the Maldives, with climate 

change there might be a threat for malaria outbreaks. 

occurring in the country. Other waterborne diseases such 

as Diarrhea are also feared as some islands have poor 

sanitation management. IPCC regional climate scenarios 

estimated that the air temperatures in the region may rise 

by 2-3.8 degree Celsius. By year 2100, this will lead to 

heat stresses and poor urban air quality in the future. Also 

this increases threat of skin cancer.

Maldives is of course a very unique country. We have our 

own language, called Dhivehi. We have our own script, 

called Thaana. Our language is spoken and written only 

in the Maldives by Maldivians. We have our own unique 

cultures and traditions and we have a very interesting and 

long history.

A L O O K A T T H E 
I N C R E A S I N G P E T R O L 
P R I C E S I N T H E 
M A L D I V E S
Mohamed Naseeh

Source: http://mvpetrol.wordpress.com

 outcomes of the past three day consultations that were 

carried out by the project consultant. Also, this workshop 

will provide an opportunity to discuss the findings and 

fine tune the structure of the Second National 

Communication.

The celebrations, led by the Scouts Association of 

Maldives, followed this year's official theme “Go 

Beyond The Hour” – encouraging the community to plan 

environmental activities throughout the year instead of 

only switching off lights during Earth Hour.

The Maldives contributes less than 0.01% of the global 

Green House Gas emissions; even so the country is one 

of those that will be affected the most due to the Global
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