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Lichen is the general name given for a symbiotic 

association between a fungus and algae. Most scientists 

consider lichens a composite organism in which both 

fungal and algal partner benefits from its relationship. 

Although lichens are not very commonly found in the 

Maldives these fascinating creatures are examples for 

living in harmony. 

There are mainly three types of lichens; Crustose lichens 

(grow over a substrate like a crust), foliose lichen (named 

due a resemblance to a leaf) and Fruiticose lichens 

(shrubby appearance). Crustose lichens are commonly 

mistaken for mosses like plants which belong to 

bryophytes in the plant kingdom.

Lichens consist of a fungal partner and an algal 

partner.Fungal partner provides protection against 

infections and algal partner provide photosynthetic 

products as nutrient.

According to the European Space Agency lichens can 

survive unprotected in space. Lichens are excellent 

indicator of air pollution, since there are highly 

susceptible to sulphur dioxide. Lichens are consumed as 

food in many parts of the world. Lichens are used in 

preparation of porridge, pudding, soup and salads. Very 

few lichens are poisonous and they appear yellow. 

Lichens are used to extract dyes like litmus which is used 

as pH indicator. Antibiotics are also secondary products 

produced by lichens. 

Since these organisms have so much uses it important to

L I C H E N S – E X A M P L E 
F O R L I V I N G I N 
H A R M O N Y

 know about them. They are significant organisms which 

contribute to the biodiversity of our planet.     

The International Year of Forests was declared by the UN 

on the 2nd of February 2011 to raise awareness for the 

development and conservation of all the forests of the 

world. Forests cover almost 31 percent (almost 4 billion 

hectares) of the Earth's surface, and almost 13 million 

hectares of forests disappear each year due to 

deforestation.

Deforestation is a major threat to human life. Sadly, we 

have to take the responsibility for this threat. Huge 

forests are cleared to enable us to live in comfort, to get 

more land to build houses and for other uses. We cut 

down trees to manufacture things like paper, furniture 
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Trees keep the amount of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere at a low level. But due to deforestation, a 

large number of trees are lost. Thus, the amount of carbon 

dioxide and other greenhouse gases is increasing at an 

alarming rate. When the Sun's heat enters the Earth's 

atmosphere, most of it is reflected back, but the 

greenhouse gases trap some of the heat and make the 

Earth warmer. This is known as the greenhouse effect, 

which causes global warming.

Global warming causes the polar ice caps to melt, thus 

raising sea levels. This endangers the population of low-

lying countries such as the Maldives. A rise in sea level 

affects the ecosystems too. Thus our very survival is 

threatened by deforestation.

We can prevent deforestation, by raising awareness. We 

can start campaigns, write articles, and upload 

information on to the Internet. For every tree that we cut 

down, we can plant several more trees to replace them. 

We can reduce paper consumption by reusing and 

recycling. Reuse furniture, wooden toys and cardboard 

boxes. 

We must each do our part to conserve our environment 

and endow a Green Earth for future generations.
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and textiles.

At least 1.6 billion people depend on the forests to live. 

The majority are poor people who live nearby forests, 

and the rest are tribes who live in the forests. 

Deforestation will affect their lives and in some cases 

may even wipe out whole tribes of people. The surviving 

tribes will find it difficult to adapt to urban life.

Forests contain the majority of animal and plant life of 

the world. If the forests are wiped out, we will lose 

millions of different species of plants and animals, some 

of which have yet to be discovered. In addition to this, it 

will have a detrimental effect on all the ecosystems of the 

world, including our own. It will affect our food chain, 

among other things.

A healthy, beautiful forest.......

.......looks like this after deforestation.


