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Water is at the core of sustainable development.

This year’s observance of World Water Day focuses 

on the links between water and energy.

Both are critical for eradicating poverty.

And they interact with each other in ways that 

can help – or hinder – our efforts to build stable 

societies and lives of dignity for all.

Climate change driven in great part by the 

unsustainable use of energy will exacerbate water 

stress and scarcity in many regions. Efforts to 

provide universal access to water and energy 

will be undermined if the current warming trend 

continues.

The many strong links between water and energy 

demand coherent, integrated policies and innovative 

strategies. Water must be used -- and electricity 

must be generated and distributed -- equitably and 

efficiently, so all users get a fair share.

These are the goals of the ongoing work of UN-

Water and of the Sustainable Energy for All 

initiative.  These issues are also crucially important 

elements in our discussions on the post-2015 

development agenda.

On World Water Day, let us pledge to develop the 

policies needed to ensure that sustainable water 

and energy are secured for the many and not just 

the few.
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