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fulfil this need. Another idea that was brought forward is 

to develop a product labelling scheme.

l The need to carry-out an economic evaluation of the

costs and benefits associated with the elimination of

PFCs was identified.

l The Global PFC Group could lend its support to the

development of guidance for the updating of National

Implementation Plans under the Stockholm Convention.

Specifically with reference to the representation of the 

region in the Global PFC Group and the activities of the 

Group, the following points were made in the meeting:

l The OECD/UNEP Global PFC Group is still in

formation. Terms of reference have been circulated by

UNEP Chemicals to SAICM focal points and made

available on the SAICM website. Nominations and

coordination of the members from the Asia-Pacific

region will be taking place through the SAICM regional

focal point.

l The target is to have the regional members nominated

by the end of September, and to have a first

teleconference and the development of the work

programme of the group in October/November 2011.

l Webinars on topics of interest to the group should be

developed to keep the dialogue and information

exchange going. Information on regulatory approaches,

scientific insights and on alternatives were mentioned as

potential topics for future webinars. It was noted that past

webinars have presented some of this information and

that they could be repeated in the future to respond the

needs expressed during the Workshop.

l Participation in the development of guidance on PFCs

by the global group would be one potential activity of the

Group. This might be considered for PFOS specifically,

through feedback and communications with the

Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention.

These ideas will be fed into the discussions on future 

work that will be taking place within the OECD/UNEP 

Global PFC Group and will provide a valuable starting 

point for these discussions.

MANGROVES FOR FUTURE 
(MFF) EIGHT REGIONAL 
STEERING COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
24-26 OCTOBER, 2011, BANDOS ISLAND
RESORT, MALDIVES

MFF held its eight Regional Steering Committee 

(RSC-8) meeting in the Maldives. The outcomes will 

d i c t a t e  M F F ' s  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  R e g i o n a l  

Initiatives/Projects. MFF institutional partners and 

country representatives together with special invited 

experts joined hands to plan and decide on the future 

of MFF.

Mangroves for the Future (MFF) is a partnership-based 

initiative promoting investment in coastal ecosystem for 

sustainable development. MFF provides a collaborative 

platform to help countries; sectors and agencies in the 

MFF region tackle the growing challenges to coastal 

sustainability.

MFF has adopted mangroves as its flagship ecosystem in 

recognition of the important role that mangrove forests 

played in reducing the impacts of 2004 Indian Ocean 

tsunami, and severe effect on coastal livelihoods caused 

by the loss and degradation of mangroves. MFF began in 

2006 inaugurated by for US president Bill Clinton. The 

countries in this initiative include India, Indonesia, 

Maldives, Pakistan, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 

Vietnam. The institutional partners of MFF are UNDP, 

IUCN, CARE, FAO, UNEP, Wetlands International, 

NORAD and SIDA.

The meeting was opened by H.E Ahmed Naseem, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs. Mr. Ahmed Naseem made a 

special remark on the challenges faced by Maldives in 

dealing with waste management issues and concerns 

over the severe coastal erosions. The 8th Regional 

Steering Committee was held to share the experienced 

learnt and success stories between countries in 

implementation of MFF since RSC-7 (Regional Steering 

Committee 7). The meeting was concluded after a 

Learning Seminar held on Sustainable Tourism and 

Coastal Environment.
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