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Remember that humongous hole in the ozone layer that 

everyone kept making a huge deal about? I am assuming 

that most of you wouldn't. It's not like everyone has all 

the time in the world to care about the existence of the 

ozone layer but if we did not, then I bet the probability of 

us humans existing in the near future would be very less. 

Let's just assume not caring about the environment 

would be the mark of our own phase out.

The ozone layer is a layer in the Earth's atmosphere 

which contains relatively high concentrations of ozone. 

This layer protects the Earth from sun's high frequency 

ultraviolet light, which is potentially damaging to the life 

forms on Earth. Nevertheless, due to the usage of 

harmful substances like CFC, it leads to the breakdown 

of the ozone molecules. The breakdown of the ozone 

results in the ozone molecules being unable to absorb the 

ultra violet radiation.

HCFC is a fluorocarbon that is replacing CFC as a 

refrigerant and propelled in the aerosol cans. It is 

considered to be less destructive to the ozone layer and 

also very cost effective compared to CFC. However, they 

still contribute to the depletion of the ozone layer so 

under the terms and condition of the Montreal Protocol, 

the consumption of HCFC will be phased out from most 

of the country. This is in order to protect the ozone layer.

With all of the destructive substances out of the way it 

becomes a unique opportunity for us to safeguard the 

ozone. When we safeguard the ozone we are 

safeguarding our families, our friends and surprisingly, 

ourselves as well. I reckon we should aware everyone 

about how big a deal this is because if we don't take the 

necessary precautions we would be doomed in the future. 

I know probably writing lots of articles about it wouldn't 

help much, unless we are willing to move our feet and try 

to make a change to save the world and ourselves. 

Nothing would change unless we make the change. As 

Gandhi said, you must be the change you want to see in 

the world!
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Minister of State Mr. Akram Kamaludeen has called 

member countries of SAARC to commit an agreed 

amount of the Government revenue on renewable energy 

development. Speaking at the Ninth SAARC 

Environment Ministers Meeting held in Thimpu, 

Bhutan, he further said that the Maldives is pleased that 

SAARC family are taking interest greater than ever 

before to increase the national share of renewable energy 

and that, policies and national strategies are being 

increasingly aligned to move away from fossil fuels. He 

also said that the Maldives hoped that the region as a 

whole will soon come out with a road map and an action 

plan on how renewable energy development can work in 

South Asia.

Stressing on the importance of such an initiative in the 

region, Minister of State Kamaludeen noted that if the 

SAARC region could come up with such an initiative, it 

would also give a clear message to the rest of the world to 

do the same.

The one day meeting will review the status of 

implementation of directives/decisions of the 16th 

SAARC Summit held in Thimphu in 2010 that are 

related to environment.

The delegation led by the Minister of State for Housing 

and Environment Mr. Akram Kamaluddeen includes 

officials from the Ministry of Housing and Environment 

and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Director of SAARC 

Coastal Zone Management Centre Dr. Mohamed Shiham 

also participated in the meeting.
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