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Laval was a very ancient

fiefof france : it is said to take

its name form Vallum,-- Vallum
Guidonis, as it is called in the old
characters, for every Count of
Laval was a Guy.these lords, like
the princes of Reuss, are all
chronologically numbered. During
the youth of pyrard, Guy XX
reigned: and the last of this race,
Guy XXV, died in due time before
the Revolution, in 1741.

In this old town was born
francois Pyrard , the author of
these volumes. the date of his
birth and quality of his parentage
are alike unknown. from his remak
at the commencement of work,
that he went the voyage for the
purpose of seeing the world, we
may assume that was then, in
1601, a young man between
twenty and thirty. His only relative-
and, indeed: the only other
person of his name - known to
fame, is one who was probably
his brother, Viz, Pierre Pyrard of
Laval, who joined the society of

Jesus in the year 1602, being then
twenty -one years of age.”
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