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Elglel

is a condensed Dhivehi

of Maldives: The vanishing legacy of the Indian Ocean

published by Gulf Pacific Press in 2015. It is an introduction
to coral stone mosques with illustrations of selected

mosques in their former glory presented to raise awareness

and appreciation among a variety of users.
called ‘coral stone carpentry’. The mosques have intricately

carved coral stone and detailed timber lacquer work not seen
in any other part of the world.

coral mining is no longer possible for environmental
reasons. The surviving mosques are the last of their kind
and have become monuments of universal outstanding
value that need protection for future generations.

many are in poor states of condition of conservation. Their
beauty and elegance cannot be appreciated because most
have been modified and substantially extended. The legacy
of the coral stone mosques of Maldives is endangered and

We still do not know enough about these mosques and
needs appreciation and protection.

English version of the original book Coral stone mosques
Coral stone mosques of Maldives are a type of tropical
mosque built from ornamental interlocking porite coral
stone (hirigaa) from the reef, using a construction technique
Today the coral stone carpentry technique is extinct and

This exhibition booklet
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Male’ Old Friday Mosque interior



‘In each island of theirs [Maldives] there are beautiful Mosques'.
Ibn Battuta, 1355
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Male’ Eid Mosque front without roof,
Ilhavandhoo Old Friday Mosque ‘laage’ ceiling pattern
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Coral Stone Mosques

in recent studies, out of which 6 have been included
in the World Heritage Tentative List. This part of the

booklet identifies the 20 mosques and presents 8 of
looked, to tell the story of these mosques in their

20 surviving coral stone mosques have been identified
present condition and past splendour.

them with artist’s conceptions of how they would have
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Hulhumeedhoo Fandiyaaru

Mosque front without roof
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Guraidhoo Ziyaaraiy Mosque — c¢1400
Hulhumeedhoo Boadha Mosque — c1403
Hulhumeedhoo Fandiyaru Mosque — c1586
Veyvah Old Mosque — c1600

Bileddhoo Old Mosque — ¢1600

Male’ Old Friday Mosque — 1658

Kondey Old Mosque — c1687

Nolhivaram Old Friday Mosque — 1699
Fonadhoo Old Friday Mosque — c1700
lhavandhoo Old Friday Mosque — 1701
Kelaa Old Friday Mosque — 1701

Fenfushi Old Friday Mosque — 1701

Isdhoo Old Mosque — 1701

Nilandhoo Old Friday Mosque — c1701
Kudahuvadhoo Old Friday Mosque — c1701
Bandidhoo Old Mosque - c1701

Meedhoo Old Friday Mosque — c1705
Male’ Kalhuvakaru Mosque — 1789

Male’ Eid Mosque — 1815

Huraa Old Mosque — c1925

note: ‘c’ cirea
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Mosque and compound

Hulhumeedhoo Fandiyaru Mosque, cisss

It is the earliest and smallest surviving coral stone mosque that is in good authentic condition. Located in
the Koagannu area (the largest and the oldest cemetery in Maldives) on the island of Hulhumeedhoo, Addu
City, Hulhumeedhoo Fandiyaaru Mosque was probably built around 1586 during the reign of Sultan Ibrahim
Il also known as Kalaafaanu (1585-1609). It is still in use today. Even though the mosque is basic in terms of

artistic sophistication with no coral carvings, it is an important part of the narrative showing the evolution of
the mosque design.
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Mosque and compound

Male’ Old Friday Mosque, 1sss

Male” Old Friday Mosque and its compound comprise the most important heritage site in the country. It is
also the biggest and one of the finest coral stone buildings in the world. It represents the best in terms of
artistic excellence and the coral stone construction technique termed ‘coral stone carpentry”. Male’ Old
Friday Mosque and its compound have been on the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List since 2008. The
present mosque was built in 1658 on the old part of Male’, during the reign of Sultan lbrahim Iskandhar I.
It replaced the original mosque built in 1153 by the first Muslim Sultan of Maldives and continues to
serve not only as one of the most important places of worship, but also as a reminder of this country’s
great ancestral heritage.
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Mosque and compound

lhavandhoo Old Friday Mosque, 1701

It is the finest coral stone mosque in the north of the Maldives in terms of its decoration and workmanship. It
is a small mosque with high-quality coral stonework and intricate interior details. The mosque compound has
coral stone tombstones with high-quality carvings displaying rare patterns. The old mosque survives in good
condition but unfortunately major alterations make it difficult to appreciate its original beauty. Standing at the
end of the main road of lhavandhoo in Haa Alif Atoll, the mosque was completed on 16 December 1701, during
the reign of Sultan Ibrahim Muzhiruddin (1701-1705). It still serves its community today as a centre for prayer.
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Mosque and compound

Fenfushi Old Friday Mosque, 1701

Fenfushi Old Friday Mosque is part of the best-preserved coral stone mosque compound with a unique coral stone bathing
tank, coral stone wells, a sundial and a large cemetery with tombstones of a high standard. Fenfushi Old Friday Mosque is
another fine example of coral stone architecture in the Maldives, the coral carvings and detailed lacquer work exemplifying
the high-quality decoration and workmanship. Situated at the centre of Fenfushi, it was rebuilt during the reign of Sultan
Mohamed of Dhewadhu (1692-1701) on the site of an earlier mosque erected by Kalhu Kamana and is still used as a
mosque today. Except for the metal roofing on the mosque and over the well and bathing tank, it is in its original condlition.
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Mosque and compound

Isdhoo Old Mosque, 1701

Isdhoo Old Mosque is the only mosque with an asymmetric floor plan and a special chamber. The Mosque is a
small and beautiful coral stone mosque with mihrab chamber, dhaala on three sides, and three entrances. The
mosque is historically significant for the chamber where the ancient royal copper chronicles dating from the
12th century — the Isdhoo Loamaafaanu — were kept. It has no coral carvings on the exterior, but high-quality
interior ornament. The mosque was built near the harbour area of Isdhoo in Laamu Atoll, in 1701 during the
reign of Sultan Mohamed of Dhevvadhu. It is still used as a mosque today and has been restored and well-
maintained with minimal changes. The mosque compound contains the mosque, old well and a cemetery
with tombstones. There are no boundary walls.

o0cwo

S



o Z - 22 o
;2 E Sr—a

o o
1701 ‘o rro—> 2
- s, 2

LA
Sy
SR
Ny
o '™
AV
n N
CA) Vo
N\
R
v
)//V
A\ \
AN /
Ay WY
AN XY
RN
n
B\
w/
X1 o
NEESY
o
o} voy
Nvf AN
™
. LY
FON o]
oy M
N ,m¢
N\va)
AN AW
\Y A
PR

o - -

‘o o

o
-

cece

cprPv—>
-

o
-

¢ >
-

SRVI—2  ASPRF He spre—>

o
-

-

-

-

2

/M af\
) A
o
RN
XY
>f nM
a\ 47
W
m/;
4
\ \
W
N
n\ =
O
AN \
AR

o
s -
-2 2 2

-
-

z 2z
Zz

z
Pr—A PAFANSE ASIAS o
>

LEX

Zz
SRS PR Ver—2 2
s C

» o

Z

¢ >

-

b
r0c¢ -

-

-
>z220

SOV ASAAN® AL S5 @K LD SPV—O 2 oA SF 2

E

>z > o

€ ce

- 02

o -

- z

-

-

-

z

¢ >
P FSKS ASKP SLQUr—D 2 9AP9

o ¢ e

” 2 ce

> -

z
o ¢

- . - =
cceececc c > o
KIS AP AKY APV APPOVANI—D S APA SPVI—O (—9o O

e
coro0 » -

o~ 03¢ Zz -

o - -

-

-

-

-

2

PN
~

- €2 -

ey

cec o

2> -

gy

=

oz, »o >~
pPrr—> P2 Sra  S0a 2
i coz o
1701 -sasxav
z -

o032 o o
- - -

¢ > - -

SHKSA IV

SN F V@

z

-
A
secc

A S K52

-

2//1 AN \§ \Yy
\ LY
ol ol 33NN
AN (¢ vy WY
0% Al o VY SN
%) LAY
PR 3
A\ v v
a\ 7 ow/cﬂ \1
vy V/oH )
oS 2/3., . )
AW oY \o
SRR
\Y WY N vo
oS aH WU
o Weky
M¢ A\ gy ,.m_,¢
Y8 NN wm vy
o} LA S N BN
o S o}
SECURD R
Q n
W W NH A
MORAIRRE I
Ny Qv WD
—~ Y AN
o yoWh
T
\
DX achf /M 40
XNy YhoTes
oﬂ O LY >ﬂ¢uM
N TR
w} IS IRNY
< o}

Mosque interior

Present ceiling and beam

Present mosque exterior

Present mosque and compound



22

Mosque and compound

Meedhoo Old Friday Mosque, ci7os

Meedhoo Old Friday Mosque is the only surviving coral stone mosque in the northern central region of the
Maldives and the only one remaining with traditional Indian clay roofing tiles. It is a good example of a coral
stone mosque with dhaala and a mihrab chamber, but the coral workmanship is simpler than in many other
mosques. The cemetery has also survived well and has a collection of coral stone tombs with a high standard
of carvings and craftsmanship. The mosque is at the centre of Meedhoo in Raa Atoll. The exact period of
construction is unclear but according to local oral history it is around 300 years old and was probably built
during the reign of Sultan Muzaffar Mohamed Imaduddin around 1705. It is still in use as a mosque today and
is well maintained having experienced few changes since the early 1900s.
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Mosque and compound

Male’ Kalhuvakaru Mosque, 17s

Male’ Kalhuvakaru Mosque is the only mosque where precious ebony timber has been used for construction.
The mosque is a beautiful small mosque with high-quality coral stone carvings, timber carvings and a lacquered
interior. The mosque and the coral stone well was last relocated to Sultan Park in Male’. It was originally built
in 1789 during the reign of Sultan Hassan Nooruddin (1779-1799) and have been relocated a twice in the past.
Except for brief periods of intermittence it has remained in use.

Plan
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Mosque and compound

Male’ Eid Mosque, 1s15

Male’ Eid Mosque is the most recently built coral stone mosque and is one of the most important mosques completing the
story of coral stone mosques in Maldives. It is extremely beautiful in terms of ornamentation and workmanship. Its coral stone
carvings and decoration are the most elegant among all such work in the world. Unfortunately, over time extensions have been
added and the mosque compound has been reduced to simply the mosque and the coral stone well. The old mosque remains
in good condition but the original splendour is no longer apparent because of the extensions and urban congestion around it.
The mosque was built in 1815 by Sultan Mohamed Muinuddin, at the western end of Male’, to replace an older mosque erected
during the reign of Sultan Muzaffar Mohamed Imaduddin. Originally built for the Eid prayers, it is no longer the main mosque
for Eid prayers but it still serves as one of the most important mosques in Male’.
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Mosque Architectural Heritage
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The first house of prayer was built when the Prophet Mohamed
(PBUH) migrated to Medina in é622ce. It was a simple shelter
with palm tree trunks, supporting a roof of palm leaves.
The mosque was within his residential compound and was
the place for meetings, congregational prayer and also the
school, the courthouse, and the centre of Muslim life. The first
four caliphs also continued to use the mosque in the tradition

of the Prophet, and the mosque structure remained simple
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During the Umayyad dynasty that followed the first four caliphs,
the role of the mosque changed from being the main centre

of Muslim life to having a more specialised purpose. Rulers
separated their residences from the mosque, the madrasah-

mosque emerged, the Sufi masters established separate

mosques and bigger mosques originated for congregation

%)
=
=
©
&
(%]
©
80
5
©
Q
e
c
©
AS  AWA v a] as
o} o] o~y i,f}
WL oy Ny
“Y ag \W ag
w3 Sy
o} //4_/
L3N a AT
Y 38 N\ay a/ SN
NX ad a~ (3 \9
AN O} N\ g 0%

oY 9 y//
NN of
.”M MM/, any M o.ﬂ/(:c

LN 98 A\ V/xy
,.ué,.m N L b o‘_ﬂ,
O 9 AN
A .,”; s8N
IV Aty Sy N
a/ /vﬁf S a/ o)
A\ AERLY R
oy U3 A\
LA A\ SO
N * aﬂ n)\ Y
N\ AWl ey W
Q >W oy, am,//} L
° o
3o AW Yo
S\ ISR NN \Q
(N o} o5 oy °%
”N Y a __//cwﬂ/xm_

M o
WA e
DRy >M w///f . u/

Y
war ) I
X\uy /n S fz:../
mcyl ow /f L9 Y
e AN AN VWA ey
Ay

AY v
VU S WA
W MY Dy Ay
afy o MY NN
W ooy VD Y\

Swh VYUY TSy

Isdhoo Mosque exterior without roof

29






more

followed  brought

The Abbasid dynasty that
developments to the typology of the mosque. They

separated many traditional mosque functions and the
mosque became the place of prayers, congregational
sermons and public announcements. The Abbasids also
started building tombs and mausoleums inside and near
mosques, and began erecting palaces with a grand mosque
adjacent, to symbolise the central authority in Muslim cities.
Today the main purposes of the mosques are as a place of
congregational prayer and as a centre for religious learning,
preaching, religious celebrations and religious administration.

Mosques are found in three sizes that primarily respond
to the needs and levels of prayers. First is the individual
mosque or masjid. The second is a Jami masjid or
Friday mosque. The third is the Idgah masjid or the
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Not all of the features are

grand mosque, used for large gatherings for prayers
features.

Over time, mosques evolved with a set of typical
observed in all mosques, but they do not change much

with sectarian differences within Islam.

and sermons like the Eid prayers.

architectural

Fenfushi Old Friday Mosque

‘Laage’ ceiling



Typical Architectural features of a mosque
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Islam spread throughout the world, different styles of
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Interior View of Male’ Eid Mosque
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Traditional Mosques Of Maldives

The earliest mosques of Maldives, built soon after the conversion to
Islam in 1153, did not survive in their original state as they were rebuilt
and remodelled many times. The earliest surviving mosques are from
the 1300s. Typical features of the traditional mosque are as follows:

Today 4 types of traditional mosques survive in Maldives. They
are built between the 14th Century and the 20th Century and can
be categorized for their use of material and type of construction.
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Typical features of a traditional mosque compound:
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3355 2 Waterwells
53 233 3 Sundial
S 223 4 Cemetery
%2%> 5  Mausoleum
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Types of Traditional Mosques
2,0, ¢ - o Z -
HKPANS SrOrI—> /j.'f'_@

~v2> 5555  Coral sandstone ‘veligaa’ mosques fuv2s 5354 432545  Coral sandstone ‘veligaa’ and coral
-0 -7 7 stone ’hirigaa’ mosques

3455550 3T Sphe 55s5 2> These mosques use shaped stone PSR 2SSENES% Do 45505 2> These Mosques use shaped stone
5552 2 perts 5xR55 .‘r,;n’z 525 masonry construction. They are the earliest ,;;,‘, Spures 552 a5kl5 -sewr=>  masonry construction. Most of these
555 225 22> type of mosque and are few in number. L5 SS5T S5 Sisn 235052 5525 mosques are probably rebuilt or
puZsh Shuts 25 133535 32> Example: Gen Miskiy in Fuvah Mulah; the 5555 ,"—«};37«/};3’5 2% restored old veligaa mosques where

(L}éz’«,; a35ia Ssr Si,;_: ,:»’«f«f date of its construction is unclear, but it was ,;;}i 3%3 .;;:Lf 2 ,:,‘-’uig x5 ‘}Zaf part of the old structure was used.
5 1397 ,:,’07}3-’5;3 fvz 5 ses builtearlier than 1397, S50 425825 51500 ,:}}if«.: s> > Example: Vaadhoo Old Friday Mosque,

S50 ,’«,;f, believed to be built in the late 1500s.
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Coral stone ‘hirigaa” mosques

These mosques use stone carpentry
construction. They are the best of
traditional mosques and are widely
distributed throughout the country.
They display the skillsand craftsmanship
of people from a bygone age.
Example: Male” Old Friday Mosque

built in 1657.

Chipped coral stone mosques

2558 228 ,; ,M,M ,,,_c;,c 4>  These mosques use chipped coral

A_p_,ay’:'; ,.},, y_,cy’—'; }A}/“V/ﬂv masonry  with  plaster
Z
construction. They were introduced

/// TRy 25 35 2% 5533%<2  during the early 20th century when lime
Z

=50 2503 ,r,my,:; 233 Srpv2e>  masonry became popular. There are

\
A\

Spprr=s 52 many such mosques but most of them

Faevrms 54 - are still not recognised as cultural assets

> frth shute Zaans 55 55 and are very much endangered.

5}2 2015 - 1919 Example: Male’ Fandiyaaru Mosque,

from 1919 - 2015.
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Male” Kalhuvakaru Mosque without Roof Structure
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Coral Stone Construction

Corals from the stony coral family Scleractima were used
for construction throughout the coastal settlements of the
tropical belt. Early use of coral in construction has been
found among the Mayan communities of the Central America
between 900-1500 BCE and among the coastal communities
of the Red Sea between 146-323 BCE. From the Red Sea the
use of coral stone spread to the East African coast where
it thrived as the primary building material of monumental
buildings for a long time. Early coral construction also
existed in the Indian Ocean islands and coastal cities. They
were found in ancient Buddhist sites in Jaffna, Maldives and
in the Indian subcontinent as far back as the second century,
the best examples of coral stone construction in the world
are found in Maldives and East Africa.



Typical section of an island reef showing the location of coral sandstone (veligaa) and Porite coral (Hirigaa):
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Coral Stone Construction of Maldives
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The first people to leave physical evidence of

settlement in Maldives were early Buddhists and
Hindus when they started using coral stone structures

around the 2nd Century. Many types of coral stones
were used for construction in Maldives. At first the
two types were coral sand stone (veligaa) and porite
coral (hirigaa). Coral stone construction is no longer
possible due to environmental reasons, ending an
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important chapter of cultural history of Maldivians.
But its legacy is an indispensable part defining the

creativity of its people.
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Types of construction during historic periods.
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Classical Hindu-Buddhist period: 600 BCE - 1153

Coral stone construction was probably introduced along with
the Buddhist and Hindu cultures during this period. Structures
of this period used shaped and decorated coral stone blocks
set in mortar.

Example: Kuruhinna Dagaba in Laamu Atoll.
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Early Medieval Muslim period: 1153-1524

Structures of this period used shaped and decorated veliga
and hiriga blocks set in mortar, finished with a lime skim coat.
The structures of the early period used veliga and structures
of the later medieval Muslim period used a combination of
both veliga and hiriga.

Example: Gen Miskiy in Fuvahmulah.
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Early Colonial period: 1525 - 1835

During the early colonial period coral stone construction
became refined as a result of increased travel and exchange
of ideas and skills throughout the region. Boat building skills
and construction techniques of the period fused with the
existing techniques of earlier periods leading to a sophisticated
interlocking coral stone construction technique without mortar
that has intricate carvings and mouldings.

Example: Male’ Old Friday Mosque.

\v
\

ve
2225 - ¢ > > I EEEEEE NS 23 > >z - o, (Ox
02202 LHseAN Falakdalad Pl oV AS SV <V S22 E FASI YV
- - z -
0or0 - - €¢232¢ o0-7Z ¢ > - >, - IEEEE] ©>55 .-
PVAIr—2 250 APN® SFSAS OB~ SO9KPAN SNAVISO
- - -
o - €20, €2, ©0r - » 032%x CcOCZ -~ ¢ c ¢ 02, >
SV APIINF SVPPANS SALKI— IO SAANSPOINY PASF ISP
- z - -
o 2. z -2 €22 - E3 s cec e cee 3 3 o cc o Z o
SIS AR S O/@ LA ASKPO SA PAIF SSXV Az
s - - - - -
e - s 03¢ s> - cocerr cece o >>z2
SFSAS ASA IRV ASFSAS DI ANDS CFAISS SRV I@
s - - Ed -
¢ced2¢c 0,22 O0-X 2O ©0x>05¢ -5 o-ro0x0
BHPB S APKF SRS PASF S FUIND 9N APV @
-
o o 22> 0z, wz >z
PUr—o v PMDE D pr—>
- - z -

British colonial period: 1835 - 1965

During the British colonial period of late 19th century new
coral stone construction techniques emerged giving way
to faster and more cost effective techniques. Masonry
techniques using chipped coral with lime mortar and plaster
became the favoured type of construction.

Example: Male’ Fandiyaaru Mosque.
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Expression Of Cultural Fusion

2

Zz -

22 >
4

e

s 7

©o>>0z2.- >
KN @ <

The tapestry of influences on the architecture of the coral
stone mosque of Maldives is derived from the Indian Ocean
region along with Maldives own past and maritime cultures.
These influences can be traced by comparing the similar
architectural features of the mosques and other structures
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The raised plinth, rising steps and exterior mouldings of the mosque are similar to the early stone structures of Maldives, Sri Lanka and India.
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Male’ Friday Mosque, Male’, Maldives Temple of Lad Khan, Karnataka, India
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Kuruhinna Dagaba, Gan, Laamu Atoll, Maldives Thuparamaya, Polunnaruwa, Sri Lanka
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The roof form of the mosques is similar to structures found in India and the Straits of Malacca.
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Male’ Friday Mosque, Male’, Maldives Ujra Masjid, Laccadives, India
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The calligraphic decorations of the mosque are derived from the The exterior coral carvings of the mosque are similar to carvings in India
ancient Jeli Thuluth style from the Arab region. and Swahili Africa.

0%2072 ¢>20- - - - 4 s ©0-02¢ z > 2 2,0 o
VP22 Spalei— @k rrasr—ah apslsv aDnp <o aSvper—> SRRl <2 4550 2558 5lapuSn BSaG aimil SEa.
e z g g e e -~ e e rd - P - - - - - -
¢ ¢c o >0, 2> 222 3 €22,
CISSAPAD SONP PF0 FE SA<AS
z z
Male’ Friday Mosque, Male’, Maldives Aslam al-Silahdar Complex, Cairo, Egypt
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Coral tombstone from Male’, Maldives Coral Tombstone from Kilifi, Kenya
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The interior decorations and lacquer work of the mosque are similar
to those found in Myanmar and India.
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Lacquer Work from Male’ Eid Mosque Lacquer Work from Myanmar Coral Art and Carvings in Mosques, Maldives Mughal Art and Carvings, India
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