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Malikutanage Devanafoiy
Editor’s Note

Books from Minicoy Island (Maliku), an atoll located in the Indian Ocean,
are extremely rare. This humble book titled “Malikutanage Devanafoiy” is
one of the few samples available. It is the second volume of a primer used
to teach ‘Mahl’, the language known as Divehi in the Maldives.

The title of the book refers to the Tana alphabet currently used to write the
language. This script has been in use in Minicoy for a long time and no
documents written in Divehi Akuru, the previous script, have survived in the
island.

The exact year when this primer was published is not known. Such
teaching materials were printed by the Lakshadweep government in Calicut
for decades until the end of Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure. According to Mr. Al
Manikfan from Minicoy, this book is a translation of a standard Hindi text.

Former President Rajiv Gandhi continued Nehru’s policy of promoting the
smaller and rarer cultures of the Indian Union to secure their preservation
for generations to come and the Lakshadweep Administration took the step
of providing teaching materials in their own language for the children of
Minicoy Island.

Minicoy (population 9,000) is the only territory of the Indian Union where
Mahl is spoken. This language is presently under severe threat of
disappearing from the island. In all the other islands of the Union Territory
of Lakshadweep of SW India the common language is Malayalam.

In the 18" century AD Minicoy islanders severed all political ties with the
Maldivian crown in Male’. According to Maldivian oral tradition the cause
was the refusal of the Maldivian king to give the financial support a Minicoy
delegation requested after a fierce cyclone totally devastated their island in
1734. Since that date the islanders of that lonely atoll turned north, to the
Rajah of Cannanore (Kannur), for assistance in exchange of which they
ended up owing allegiance to that kingdom of the Indian coast. Following
Indian independence Minicoy people became Indian citizens.

Nevertheless, since they share the same language and culture, strong
cultural and family ties have remained between Maldives and Minicoy.



Those ties still endure in spite of time and isolation. My hope is that this
reprint may be useful to Minicoians and may help people in Maldives as
well to better understand their close neighbours with whom they share a
common language.

This elementary textbook provides an unusual perspective of the singular
situation of Minicoy people as Indian citizens who share the same language
and culture with the Atolls belonging to the Maldivian state further south. In
addition to that, Malikutanage Devanafoiy is also a useful tool for all those
who wish to learn Divehi or Mahl.

The author of the book is not mentioned in the original, but Mr. Ali Manikfan
told me that this book was written by the late Maulvi Ali Ismail,
Maugasdashuge. | am very grateful to Dr. V. Sudarshan of the Department
of Anthropology, Madras University, for kindly offering me an original copy
of this rare little book as a present in the year 1983.

Xavier Romero-Frias, Bangkok

NOVA ETHNOGRAPHIA INDICA

2006



About the Book

Title:

Malikutaana Devanafoiy. (Taana script of Minicoy. Second book)

Author:

Maulvi Ali Ismail, Maugasdashuge, Funhilolhu Village, Minicoy

Contents:

22 lessons for Taana script readers with exercises for the students
(tamrinutaiy) and instructions for the teachers (ustadun)

Index:
Introduction (ahudunama)
Page 1, lesson 1. Prayer (duaa’)

Page 3, lesson 2. A chick’s discovery (an kétte mivi). On being open
minded and expanding one’s horizons

Page 5, lesson 5. Service to the Community (awamrt khidumaiy). A lesson
from the life of Caliph Umar

Page 7, lesson 4. A story about two goats (aharumenge debakari).
Page 10, lesson 5. Mother (am0)
Page 13, lesson 6. A poem about chicken (fiyoh kukulu)

Page 14, lesson 7. The Lion and the Mouse (singadi midau); retelling of
one of the well-known Aesop's Fables

Page 17, lesson 8. The Ants (hini)



Page 20, lesson 9. The trees and the old man (gahakai muskulia)

Page 24, lesson 10. The Reward of Honesty (teduverikamuge inamu);
retelling of the well-known Aesop's Fable ‘The Honest Woodcutter with a
ghost ‘jinni’ in the role of Hermes

Page 27, lesson 11. A poem to encourage the students (darivaruné
ginasabahgé)

Page 29, lesson 12. A lesson about God (Maiykalange). The term
‘Maikalange’, traditionally used to refer to God by Minicoians and
Maldivians, was dropped in the Maldives in favor of the Arabic ‘Allah’ during
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom’s tenure as part of the Arabization agenda
implemented by this president, a former student of Al Azhar, Egypt

Page 32, lesson 13. The Cat (bulau)

Page 36, lesson 14. Four Brothers (hataru ebbadun)
Page 39, lesson 15. The Sun has risen (iruarajje)
Page 42, lesson 16. The Flies (mehi)

Page 45, lesson 17. The Mosquitoes (madiri)

Page 47, lesson 18. The Heron and the Fox (makanayai hiyalu); retelling of
well-known Aesop's Fable ‘The Fox and the Crane’

Page 51, lesson 19. The Good Way (riti sifatah). A lesson on Muslim
doctrine

Page 55, lesson 20. Father will come (afabafo annane)
Page 59, lesson 21. The Blue Dish (nutatte). A description of the firmament

Page 64, lesson 22. We are free (aharumen minivanun).Highlights and
personalities of the Indian independence struggle

Page 70, National Anthem (qaumi tarana). Jana Gana Mana, the Indian
anthem
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