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)  މނިކިއޯގިެ(ް އދަި މލަކިު ދވިހެރިއާޖްެ ދވިހެބިސަ: ބހަގުެ ތރަކިަ ހމިޔާތަކްރުނުް
ކުރުނުްފކުށޮް ކތިބާމލަކިު ބހަރުވުއަގިެ ފރުފޭތުއަް އނޮލްއަނިކްށޮް އރަޝުީ
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“During fieldwork in Mambila region of Cameroon’s 
Adamawa province in 1994-95, I came across a number of 
moribund languages … For one of these languages, 
Kasabe (called Luo by speakers of neighboring languages 
and in my earlier reports), only one remaining speaker, 
Bogon, was found. (He himself knew of no others.) In 
November 1996 I returned to the Mambila region, with 
part of my agenda being to collect further data on Kasabe. 
Bogon, however, died on 5th Nov. 1995, taking Kasabe 
with him. He is survived by a sister, who reportedly could 
understand Kasabe but not speak it, and several children 
and grandchildren, none of whom know the language.”
(Crystal, 2002, p. 1)



3

These findings are based on sociolinguistic conversational analysis I 
carried out in November 2023, from Maldivians of different age 
categories.
Maldivians speak in Dhivehi BUT find it difficult to converse in Dhivehi 
language without code-mixing or code-switching
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● The ‘mature/older’ Maldivians speaks in Dhivehi language

● The ‘middle-aged’ Maldivians resorts to code-mixing of 
Dhivehi & English

● The mature Maldivians code-mixing & code-switching 
Dhivehi & English

● The young Maldivians often use code-switching

● The Maldivian children speaks in English language

These findings are based on sociolinguistic conversational analysis I 
carried out in November 2023, from Maldivians of different age 
categories.
Maldivians speak in Dhivehi BUT find it difficult to converse in Dhivehi 
language without code-mixing or code-switching
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Dash, R. K. (2020, March). Revitalizing endangered languages in India: 
Can public-private partnership (PPP) work. In 2nd International 
Conference on Social Sciences in the 21st Century, Seminar Paper.
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An extract 
from 

Maliku 
thaanaa 

book

Analyzed the first 14 pages 
of the book
1035 words

The book is assumed to have been published in the 
1980s or earlier

Mahl dialect vs Standard Dhivehi language

1035 words

693 Unique lexemes

Lexical similarity

12.5% lexical difference
The rest are 

phonological & morphological 
differences

PUBLIC = ީާއވަމ
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An 
extract 

from 
Riyaz & 
Nashfa 
(2011)
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The Digital Library evolved 
to Saruna and was launched 
in 2018.

The Maldives Digital Library website launched in July 2012
- Union Catalogue of 21 libraries across the Maldives

- Digital collections (Faithoora, EDC publications, 
Local Publications, Thesis/Dissertations)
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Linguistic diversity maintenance
1. Researching Mahl further should be a national priority for both 

countries, given its endangerment status
2. A country-wide large scale dialectology research across all 

dialects
3. Mahl dialect is a unique treasure that can complement the 

standard Dhivehi language. 
Cultural heritage

1. Cultural documents encapsulate centuries of wisdom, folklore, 
and cultural practices.
 Expand Saruna to actively seek Mahl documents

2. By systematically indexing these documents, we create a 
structured repository that future generations can explore to 
understand and appreciate the depth of our cultural heritage.

3. Librarians and archivists have a crucial role to play.
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