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In the present book of "Maldive 0dd History, Vol, §5.",
I have made my own translation work easy, as I have used
almost all original English literature, and what more is, I
have even used the original setting in three of the
Articles, 1i,e, Horsburg 1826, Bell 1304, and Didi 1931,
These three papers are to me known in just one original copy
in the whole world, bhard to find and almost impossible to

copy.

My "Census 1835" is taken by available contemporary
figures for about half of the Islands / Atolls, and by
extrapolate these the whole population of the Maldive
Islands is calculated, The final figures are a good and
valuable estimation of the Maldive population in 1835,

The "Inspection Reports" from the Minicoy Island, by
the Collectors Mr, PLATT and Mr, GRIFFITH are both
handwritten manuscripts, from a time when the British Empire
was losing its power,

The "Illustrations", Maps, Engravings, Photos, are
shown in a not sufficiently good condition, due to the used
reproduction method, My originals are all of a much better
quality, and I am preparing for the storing of them on
"PHOTO C,D.,"

The next "Maldive 0dd History" will contain unknown
letters from Commander ROBERT MORESBY, written during his
Maldive Survey 1834~1837, and "Papers relating to the
Maldive Islands 1304-1910" by H,C,P, EELL,

As always, my wife CONNIE FROM VILGON, has been my
greatest help in getting the book done, You have made ne

aware of faulties and corrected them for me, Thank you for
your kind work,

Stockholm &€ June 1995,

Qud DU om
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1&6&00—1 222, HOURSEURGH , TAMES

IN; India Directory or Directions for Sailing to and from the East
Indies, China, New Holland, Cape of Good Hope, Brazil,
Third Edition, [ Only 1, WVol,I, P,376-395, London 1826,

James Horsburgh was Hydrographer to the Honorable East India Company
from about 1800, and collected Logg Books and Charts from English,
French and Dutch merchant and navy ships, He published this Sailing
Direction's First Edition in 1809, and the last Eigth Edition in 1864,
The only Edition with this extensive' description of jthe Maldive waters
is the Third, It includes the European knowledge from 16800 to 1822, ca,
forty Shipsloggs, some of great interest, It informs that the European
ships had almost no contact with the Maldive islands or Maldive boats,
That means that the European ships did not use the opportunity to get
new provisions or fresh water from the different Islands, The Maldive
people perpously avoided all contact, I have kept the original layout as
it is very good, [ ENGLISH 1
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directions,

© - of Minicoy ; brief directions for passing through these channels
‘the section, “PASSAGE from the COMORO ISLANDS, toward IND 1A

MINICOY, OR MALICOQY, in lat, 8%17' N. lon.78° 18’ E, or 8° 49’ West from
Anjenga by chronometers, is about 64 'miles ig.length and £ a mile in breadth, extending in
the form of a crescent from N. E. to 8:W. with the concave side to the N,W., where a
circular coral reef projects out about 8 miles, and is joined to the extremes of the island.
On the reef near the west.point of the island, thero is an islet with trees on it; and at the
north end of the island, there is o passage through the reef, with 2 fathoms the deepest
witer, through which the boats and small vessels pass, but it-is narrow and intricate. Where
they lic within the reef, the wateris deeper, 2% and 8 fathoms over a bottom of hard coral
but chains would be necessary to secure a vessel, were there any swell.  This island is ver;

populous, and the natives arc hospitabley' it is well planted with cocoa-nut trees, and may
be scen from the deck of a large ship about 8% or 4 leagues.

EIGHT DEGREES CHANNEL, rallhough not so wide as the other north of Mini-
coy, described above, is nevertheless very safe, and about 23 leagues broad, being formed
between the head of the Maldiva Chain and the Island Minicoy, the latter bearingufrom the

head of the Chain-about N. by L. 23 leagues. By mean -of many ships observations, the

north extremity of the Maldiva Chdin is'in lat.7° 6 N. lon. 78° 7' T ini
natth s ey ]g’ o e T Chei _.”n lat. 7 '6 N. lon. 73° 7" L., and Minicoy extends
In passing through the Light Degrees’ Channel, itis prudent to keep nearer to Minicoy
than toward the Maldivas, as the current séts generally to the southward, particularly in light
winds, and during the N. E. monsoon,. although it changes at times, and sets to the N.W.
antc}] Ngrt};_wgrd:t but :intgle;tr%ng}h}?fi‘r’}el%.w. monsoon, mid-channel is the best track, or
rather inclining toward the head of the Maldivas, if the wind sl
and steady at $.W. or Southward. ' l  should happffnl 'to bIow-strong
If ships cominarfrom the westward, bound to Ceylon or to the-Bay.of Benral in the
strength of the 5,W. monSoon, do not pursue the route through. the:One and a Ialf Deoree
Channel, the Equatorial Channel, or any of the southern channels of the Muldivas, or tothe
south of all these islands; they may, in'such case, adopt either the Eight or Ning Desrces’
Channel, at discretion, -although this route is more circuitous.than the former. °
With the wind steady at S.W., and theéir.situation correctly ascertainéd by obscrvation,
the Light Degrees’ Channel may be followed, as it is rather more direct than that to the north .

having already been given in
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MALDIVA ISLANDS their exvtent, and SEPARATING
CHANNELS, with SAILING DIRECTIONS.

MALDIVAS, OR MALDIVES, consist of a chain or range ofinnumeral’)le low islands
and rocks, extending nearly on a meridian line, from lat. 7°6' N. to lat. 0°40'S. : the large
islands abound with cocoa-nut trees, and are generally inhabited ; but many of the others,
are only sand-banks and barren rocks. The greatest breadth of the range is about 20

leagues, fornied of large groups or clusters, sometimes double, which are called by the natives
Atolls, or Atolloris. gEach of these, is circumscribed by islands and rocks, with othe‘rs scat-
tered inside in great numbers, upon the shoal coral bank that forms their base. There is
said to be 13 large Atolls, from 5 to 10 leagues in diameter, with several other detachgd
islands or rocks in the channels that separate them, some of which are wide and safe, as will
be seen hereafter; but many of these channels are intricate, safe only for vessels that row
with oars, as the currents run strong through them to the east or westward, generally with
the prevailing winds. ' ) )

Besides the chanuels which separate the different Atolls, there are various openings*
through their exterior reefs, used by the Maldiva boats in passing from one Atoll to another,
some of ‘which have no soundings, or very deep water, and will ad mit large ships. There
are no soundings in the channels which separate the Atolls, nor until close to the reefs;
whereas, within the surrounding reefs, some of these Atolls have moderate depths, from G or
8, to 15 and 20 fathoms coral and sand, where a ship might occasionally anchor; but some
of the Atolls are mere coral flats, only navigable by the country boats, and others have very
deep water upon them in some places. \ )

Monsieur Fortin, who commanded a vessel from the Island Mauritius, says, he has passed
through all the channels which separate the northern Atolls, and found no anchorage outsite
of the Atolls, but within the reefs circumscribing them, good anchorage may be found of 20
and 30 fathoms, upon a bottom of white sand, mixed in some places with coral. _

Although these islands have long been thought to present an impenetrable barrier of 480
meridional miles to ships bound to Ceylon, oif the southern part of Hindoostan, consequently
dreaded and avoided by modern navigators yet the early traders from Europe to India,
were much better acquainted with them than we are, and often passed through some of the
channels which separate the Atolls, without the apprehension of danger. To restore this
lost knowledge, therefore, has been a primary object of my attention for several years; and,
as much time may probably intervene, before any regular survey of these remarkable islands
Is projected, or undertaken, I think it may be acceptable to oriental navigators, to have ex-
hibited to their view, the information obtained from the Jjournals of the Company’s ships,
or otherwise communicated to me by my friends; in order that the situations of ihe prin-
ctpall channels, navigable by large ships, may be approximated, if possible, nearly to the
truth. ;

TILLA DOU MATIS, OR HEAD OF THE ISLES, the northernmost Atoll of the
Maldivas, seems to be of considerable extent from north to south, and also from east to
west.  The isles which form the exterior boundary of this Atoll, appear on the north side to
be protected and chained together by a reef, but on the east and west sides, there are several
openings between the isles, for in those parts, some of them secem to be steep to, and not
ch?metd together by recfs as generally represented, which will be seen by the following
extracts.

_ Dover Castle, from England bound to Madias, fell in with the head of the isles, or north
side of the Atoll, a little after day-light, 11th of August, 1798, ranged along the northern or
N E, part of the chain at the distance of 2 miles, and at 8 A. M. it bore from S. 3 B to
W. 48, distant 5 miles, They counted 36 islands, chained together by rocks to the north-
ward, on which the sea broke very high, with smooth water within the breakers ; and a num-
ber of sinall craft were seen passing from isle to isle. At noon, ohserved lat. 6° 50’ N. then
on the N. L. side of the Atoll, bearing from N.W, to S.W. by W., distant 3 or 4 leagues.

»
i ’I;his?]}i,\assagcs or gateways, are called Bari by the natives, and are mostly destitute of soundings. There
i g: “t f=ll ¥ 0"3 or two of these gateways at the extremities of each Atoll, admitting a passage to the boas if
ven to feeward by the tide or current, in crossing over from one Atoll to another.

VOL. I. C cce
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( 878 )
poadington  Doddington, from England, bound to Bombay, 22d of January, 1749, at 10 P. M. fell in

e oreie with the eastern side of the north Atoll, in about lat. 6° 45’ N. when steering west to make

the night. 5 L H ' ; H
the east part of Ceylon, but they soon perceived their mistake, by having no soundings, and
the islands to which they nearly approached, seen hbTy bright moon.light, being very low.
They immediately tacked, and with the wind at N. N. E. stood off east till noon, and then
observed in lat. 7° 10’ N. the islands of the north Atoll bearing from West to W. by S. § S.,
seen from the mizen top. She was carried to the northward of the islands by the current,
although steering east, having experienced a northerly set of 24 miles during the 24 hours.

From hence, with northerly and variable winds, she reached Cochin Road on the 5th of

February.

Eastslde The Rooke, bound to the Malabar Coast, 4th February, 1700, saw the east side of the

eener e north Atoll, or Tilla Dou Matis, the nearest island situated in lat. 6° 40" N. was then about
23 leagues distant, with five other islands on each side of it. Several boats came near, but
would not come along side. These islands are not tied together as laid down in the charts,
but arc separated from each other, and have fine passages between them: a strong current
set us to the northward along the islands, so that by 1 A. M. we were carried within 2 leagues
of the northernmost island, and at day-light none of them were visible. Variation 7° W.

wenside  The King George, bound from England to Bombay, got closc to the western part of this

King Georse Atoll in the night, 23d January, 1721 ; steering east with tl.le wind at N. N. E., at 3 A: M.
perceiving bigh breakers close under our leé, tacked immediately, and stood off N.W. till 5
A.M., then tacked to the eastward. At sun-rise, saw three small islands bearing from N,
by E. to N. E., distant 7 or 8 miles, surrounded by a great shoal, dry in many places, with
breakers as far as could be discerned, bearing from North to E.by N.  Stood within 2 miles
of them, and got no ground at 100 fathoms. ‘This I take to be the shoals of the Bassas
d’Padra Banca, on the N.W. end of the Mhldivas: I tacked from the shoal at 8 A, M. and
at 11 A. M. part of ‘the breakers in sight bearing E. by N., distant 4 or 5 leagues ; steered
N.W. 4 N. 3 miles till noon, observed lat. 6° 3¢’ N. which makes the body of these Lreakers

* in the same lat.

muabye  The Josiab, in company with the Abington, after passing through the Cardiva Channel

avinglon.  to the westward, in March, 1704, steered to thie north-west and northward, and on the 10th
of March, saw ten of the islands which form the N.W. part of the North Atoll, bearing from
East to S. by E.; sent a bbat armed to one of the islands, which returned in the evening laden
with cocoa-nuts, the inhabitants having left their houses, and fled to the woods when our
people landed. )

By mean of several ships observations, by moon and chronometer, corroborated by those

of Mr. Topping the Astronometer, of Madras Observatory, the northern limit of Tilla Dou

ceo.site.  Matis, is situated in lat. 7° 6' N.* lon. 78° 7" E. The southern extremity of this Atoll is
not well ascertained, but it is probably in about lat. 6° 20" or 6° 25’ N.

aon, e MILLA DOULE MADOUTEL, is the nearest Atoll south of the former, separated from
dowe, it by a channel, said to be narrow and unsafe for ships; although it was probably between
these Atolls, that the I'rench ship La Reine sailed In 1750, through an intricate channel,
having-apparently entered it from the westward in about lat. 6° 5" N, and was first obliged
to steer to the S. Eastward, then to the eastward, in forcing her passage through this dan-
gerous place.
Pirard La Val, who was long at the Maldivas, (having been shipwrecked there) says this
channel is navigable in day-light, although very intricate.

This Atoll, is thought to extend southward to about lat. 5° 30" N. and like the north Atoll,

¥ [ )
* The observations of the Josiah, and Abington, in 1704, would place the isles at the N.W. part of the Aloll,
considerably farther to the northward, but observations for lat. taken at tha’t ume, were often incorrect, from the
instruments used, and the tables of the sun’s declination, being both very imperfect,
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is circumscribed by many inhabited islands; one of the largest of these, appears to be Mafer,
in about lat. 5° 40’ N. situated at the S. E. part of the Atoll, which in this part seems safe
to approach, with anchorage among the islands, us will be scen by what follows.

Ship Recovery, from Bengal, bound to Kings Island Maldivas, 20th March, 1682, ob- Beroveny,
served lat. 5° 30' N. wind East and L. N. E., saw the Maldiva Islands bearing N.W. by W, sul
distant about 5 leagues. .

March 21st, little wind in the night at eastward, with a hard squall at 4 A. M. find the
current has set us to the N.W. among the islands, which are almost round us. At 10A. M.
during another hard squall at east, a boat came to us with a pilot, who anchored vs atnoon
in 25 fathoms sand, Mafer, or Mabar Island bearing E.S. E., Watten E. by N., Landu or the we
Lando N. L. by I., and Malendu or Marandue N. E. _ Mafer.

Lay at anchor here, till the 26th, the weather being unsettled, with rain, thunder, and
lightning ; calms on the 22d and 23d, and on the 24th stormy at I N. L. ‘ .

Murch 26th, at 4 A. M. weighed (having had two anchors down for security) and with
the wind at N. E., steered S. S. E. and South till 6 P. M. then anchored in 24 fathoms.

March 27th, at 2 P. M. weighed with the wind to the castward of north, and steered be- asses
tween two islands of the Padypolo Atoll, and at 9 A. M. anchored in 22 fathoms near the :1\‘1,501‘\;‘.“‘.‘.:
Island Sediva or Seckdiva, situated on the southern part of the Atoll, and having upon it afﬁf;fzu'o"é}‘:ﬂh,

agoda. ) there,
¥ March 28th, with the wind to the westward of nortll, weighed at 1 A, M. and at 4 P. M. coutfnduo
passed the Island Cardiva or Cordue, cxpecting to anchor, but could find no ground within at Carilva.
a cable’s length of the ledge of rocks, projecting round about 2 a mile from the shore; so we
passed it, expecting to find anchorage at another island to the south, called Gafor or Gafer.

March 29th, steered South and S.S. E. till 7 P. M. with a fresh wind at W. N.W. till gt
we came near the Island Gafer ; our pilot being afraid, and baving no soundings, laid the
ship's head to the northward till 2 A. M. then tackeffito the southward, and at 8 A. M.
passcd on the east side of that island, stecring south with a light breeze at W, . N.W., and
the current setting northward.  About 3 miles to the south of Gafer, there is a strait, not
above 2 cables’ lengths from side to side, through which we passed. I'rom this narrow Entered by
strait, the small Island Cagui, or Coddue bears south, where we found soundings of 19 fa- Strait, an
tqhor!ns, Muckandu Island bearing S. S. W., having had none since we left the four islands at
Seckdiva, 8 .

March 30th, at 5 P. M. anchored in 32 fathoms at the Island Muckandu, it bearing west, gnchred o
distant about 3 miles, our pilot being afraid to carry our ship nearer to King’s Island till he o
obtains permission ; we suppose the island is one of those in sight. At 7 A. M. our pilot
went to a boat bound to Maldiva, and was told he need not fear to take the ship there: when sismitedr
he returned, we weighed with a small brecze at west, and steered various courses, lufling up SRLoseEiL,
for one shoal, and bearing away for another, which are easily discerned.

Moarch 31st, at 5 P. M. anchored with Maldiva Island bearing S. S.W. about & leagues.
Weighed in the morning, and have turned to, and fro, all this day.

April 1st, at 3 P. M. anchored in 25 fathoms, the wind fresh at west. At duy-light yutit she
weighed, and at 8 A. M. anchored at Maldiva Island: found here, two Surat ships, two }‘;‘,'_ﬁ";," "
Achen ships, and one Bengal ship arrived about an hour after us, which left that place about o
a month before us. We were 30 days from Balasore to our first anchoring among the
islands, and 15 days more, till we arrived here.

From this abstract, it appears, that the Recovery first anchored at the west side of the reman.
Island Mafer, on the S. E. part of the Atoll Milla Doue Madoue; from whence, she steered
southward apparently over Padypolo Atoll, and anchored on its southern part near the
[sland Sediva. TFrom this anchorage, she stecred southward, passed the Islands Cardiva
and Gafor, and then entered through a narrow passage into the north part of Male Atoll,
upon which Atoll she found soundings of various depths, and anchored several times in her

Ccc?
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passage directly over it, steering southward for King's Island. So, that it appears, some of
these Atolls may be navigated by large shipsin day-light, and places found, where they might
occasionally anchor in the night.

Padypalo PADYPOLO ATOLL_. is the :?d from northward, gaid to be of circular form, and ad-
o joining to the south extremlty of Milla Doue Madoue ; its southern extremity seems to be

in about lat. 5° 10" or 5° 16" N. and forms the N. E. boundary of the Cardiva Channel,
having anchorage on it, near the Island Sediva, as shewn in the preceding abstract of the
Recovery’s journal, that ship having apparently sailed directly over the Atoll of Padypolo.

TseDawsw 'The Dawson, East Indiaman, from England bound to Bombay, fell in with the east side

whAee of Padypolo Atoll, 4th of Jan. 1721, and at noon observed lat. 5° 30’ N. when the islands
bore from West to N.W. 4 W. about 5 leagues. At noon 5th, observed lat. 5° 29’ N the
islands bearing W. N.W. 5 or 6 leagues. At noon 6th observed lat. 5° 44’ N, Islands on
the east side of Atoll Milla Doue Madoue bearing from W.N.W. to South, distant 3 or 4
leagues,

Arireed close '%‘he winds being light from East and N. E.ward with calins, and the current sctting to

etrtianace the N.W. she was carried close to one of the islands at 9 P. M., notwithstanding every ex-

At ~ertion made to tow her off by the boats: and as one of the boats got soundings between the
ship and the island, the anchor was dropped in}40 fathoms, and she brought up in 7 and §
fathoms with two anchors, shortly after a third was let go under foot. ~About two ship’s
lengths astern, the boat found only 17 feet rocky bottom, and the island had a reef projecting
out from it in a northerly direction. Before day-light, the ship drifted off this dangerous
rocky ledge into no soundings, when the anchors were hove up, and with all the boats towing
off to the eastward, she got well out from the islands by noon on the 7th, then observed the
lat. 6° 27’ N. with the islands on the N. E. parteof Milla Doue Madoue, bearing from S.W.
by S. to W. by S. 5 or 6 leagues,

ymentadon. - MALOS MADOU, the 4th Atoll, is situated to the west of Padypolo, and tearly joins

' to it, and to the SW. point of Milla Doue Madoue. The Frenzh ship Corbin, was wrecked

-on the west side of this 4th Atoll, 17th June, 1602, in which ship was I'rancis Pirard de

La Val, before mentioned, who gave to the public a particular description of the Maldivas,
acquired during a long residence among thein, K

The Corbin, intended to have passed to-'the northward of all the Maldivas, but being much

to the eastward of account, they saw in about lat. 5° N. some shelves surrounding little

islands, and were driven upon the reef at the distance of 4 or 5 leagues from the islands.

La Val, says, there are only four channels of the Maldivas navigable by large ships, which

are frequently visited by strangers, when carried among those islands by currents; the nor-

thern of which channels, he states to be on the north side of Malos Madou, near where the

Corbin was wrecked.

Goldu, GOIDU, is an extensive reef with some small isles on its eastern part, and may be con-
sidered as part of Malos Madou, being, as supposed, nearly joined to the south extremity of
that Atoll, and forms the boundary of the Cardiva Channel at the N.W. part, Padypolo
Atoll, bounding it to the N. E. ward, as mentioned above.

gurave . CARDIVA, CARIDOU, OR FIVE DEGREES’ CHANNEL, seems to be the best
we bastor of the channels which separate the northern Atolls, and is the second in order from the north-
ones ward, (mentioned by La Val,) capable of admitting large ships. As this channel was better
Ao dmes, knOWD to Europeans about a century ago, than it appears to be at the present time, it may

be useful to endeavour to restore some of this Jost knowledge, by stating the substance of all

the information obtained, with a view of approximating to its true situation.
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Mousieur Fortin, who commanded a privateer from the Island Mauritius, says, he has run :ir“a’fff,}’””f
through all the channels which separate the Northern Atolls, and found no anchorage outside Frenchuavi-
of any of them ; but within them, good anchorage mnay be found of 20 and 30 fathoms,oon a
bottom of white sand. He, also, says, * there is particularly a chanr}el between lat. 4° and
5° N. which would be adopted if its precise limits were known.”  This can be no other than
the Cardiva Channcl. . -

Mons. Chardin, another French navigator, describes @ good channel to lie exactly in lat.
5° N. through which he had passed, and saw the islands on both sides of himata consider-
able distance, and that it is frequented by the French, vessels belonging to the Island Mau-
ritius.

Abington, and Josiah, in company, bound from England to Mz}dras, discovered by the Abinzton
view of three islands, that they were on the east side of the Maldivas, 29th of I'eb. 1704 ; full i wil
the current setting to the N.W. with light N. E. winds, they were driven near one of the wr .’
islands on the east side of Poulisdous Atoll, in lat. 3° 36’ N. which a .boat was sent to exa-
mine, but could not land on account of the adjoining rcef. ~ After standing off to the castward
during the night, they tacked and steered by the wind to the northward, till March 2d at
noon, when two islands were seen, the northernmost bearing N.W. by W., and the other S.W.
by W. distant about 4 or 5 leagues, with the appearance of islands to N. N. L. observed lat.
5° 14’ N. by the Abington, and 5° 0' N. by the Josiah. | Variation per amplitude 6° 12" W.

The island which bore S.W. by W. must have been Cardiva, and those to the vorthward
must have been the isles on the south part of Padypolo Atoll.

March 3d. Kept plying to windward, but were driven by the cuirent to the westward
among the islands, the southernmost at 6 P. M. bearing S. by W. 2 leagues, and the nor-
thernmost from N. by W. 3 W. to N. by E. there being ten isles in sight. ~The islands at
this tiine, by the Josiah’s journal, bore from S. by W. to%. E. by E. Variation 6° 12/ W .*

At 11 P. M. the southernmost island bore S. S. E. 3 E. distant 1 league. IFound the cur- il pas v

the west.

rent set W. by S. 2 miles per hour, which had driven us considerably to leeward among the jar

through the

islands during the night; at 6 A. M. the east point of the southernmost island (supposed Gurtiva
Cardiva) bore S. E. 4 E. 5 miles, and the northern islands E. N. I, at which time sent our
pinnace after two Maldiva boats, and she brought the master of one of them on board, who

said there was a passage clear through to the westward.

We therefore, bore away, and kept this man on board till noon, then sent him away in his
boat, being nearly through the passage, having made a west course 30 miles from the pre-
ceding noon. You may steer S.W. by S. and S. S.W., which will carry a ship through,
without any danger ; but from the westernmost island, a ledge of rocks stretches 2 or 3
leagues to the southward, and as the current sets strong to the westward, you must give
the ifiloand a good birth, to prevent being drifted toward the reef, which is steep to, without
soundings. :

At noon, observed lat. 5° 17/ N. by the Abington, but Mr. TemPler, an officer of this ship,
made it 5° 2’ N., and the Josiah’s observation made the lat. 4° 57’ N. having twelve islands
then in sight, with the westernmost island that forms the north side of the channel bearing
W.S.W., and the northernmost islands N. N. E.,

March 4th, at 1 P, M. hove to, and sent the boat to the westernmost island ; she could
reither land, nor get soundings close to the reef, but got some cocoa-nuts and plantains from
one of the native boats. At 2 P. M. saw an island bearing S. by E. a great way tozseaward,
(supposed Todu) hore away between it and the westernmost island that forms the north side
of the channel, from which I take a departure, and make it in lat. 4° 58’ N. by good obser- it toic»
vation. This channel lies in lat. 5° 0' N. by our observations. e

* In 1600, the variation here was 17° W, at present 1826, it is between 1° and 2° W,
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At 4 P. M. the islands bore from N. E. by E. to S. by E.,and the reef that projects from
the westernmost island bore N. N.W.  Variation at 6 P, M. 6° 38' W.

The westernmost icland here described, is situated in lat. 4° 58, or 5° 0' N. by the obser-
vations of Mr. Templer und those of the Josiah, nearly agreeing, (the Abington's observations
being about 14 miles more to the north,) and is the outermost island of the small Atoll of
Goidu, which together with its extensive reef projecting to the South and S.W., forms the
northern boundary of the west end of the Cardiva Channel.

The Island Cardiva, at the eastern cntrance of this channel, appears by the observations of
these ships to be in about lat. 5° 0/ N, and if a ship should be situated “near this island, or
between it and the south part of Padypolo Atoll, a coursc steered from thence S.W. by S.
to S. S.W. about 8 leagues, will carry her‘through the channel, leaving Cardiva, Gafor, and
Todu to the south; and Padypolo and Goidu to the north.

The Island Todu, situated in about lat. 4° 42’ N, is the southern boundary of the western
entrance of the channel, and bears nearly S. by E. from the western extremity of Goidu
Reef, which bounds the north side of the entrance. A ship, therefore, about to enter the
channel with the wind at S.W. or southward, should keep in from lat. 4° 49/ to 4° 48/ N,
to fall in with the Island Todu ; but if the wind should be at N.Westward, she ought to
keep in lat. 4° 50 to 4° 55’ N in order to fall in with the S.W. or outer edge of Goidu
Reef, then edge away to the eastward along its southern extremity, and afterward steer to
the N. Eastward to pass on the north side of }he Island Cardiva; although the passage to
the south of that island, between it and the Island Gafor, appears also very safe.

The course through the Cardiva Channel, will be about L. N.E. and” W. S.W. if the
passage on the south side of Cardiva Island is pursued, but the passage to the north of this

-island seems preferable, Leing much wider,

As our knowledge of this channel is still veyy imperfect, the foregoing dircctions should
be used with caution; because the latitude obigarved upward of a century ago, when nautical
astronomy was in its infancy, was liable to considerable error, from various causes; yet, the
preceding approximated latitude of the Cardiva Channel, is probably near the trut), being
corroborated also, by the following observations of the Concord, which ship passed through
it to the eastward.

Concord, from England bound to Madras, steering N. N. E. for the Island Ceylon, wind

e ¢ at N.W. by W., at I A. M. 8th September, 1709, saw land on the starbourd Low: at 1

Maldiva
Isiands for
Ceylong

aud passes
t the E. N
Fastwarvd
through the
Cardiva
"Lannol,

past 2 A. M. bore away E. by N., thinking we were in a fair way to round Ceylon, but soon
after, seeing land to the S.W. which we could not weather, tacked and made several boards
tll 9 A. M., then found we were on the west side of the Maldivas. Sent our boat to sound,
which rowed toward several Maldiva boats secn among the islands, but they fled at her ap-
proach ; saw also houses, and pcople on the shore.

Perceiving from the mast head a large opening to the castward, we resolved to procced
through, and fonnd it to be a LARGE COMMODIOUS CHANNEL, had no ground at
40 fathoms all the way through. At noon, we were within the islands, the westernmost
island in sight, bearing W. by N. distant 3 miles, by good observation lat. 5° 0' N. having
been set 35 miles to the southward of account in five days. These islands are very low,
steep to, and covered with trees : I judge this to be the Five Degrees’ Channel, we are in.

Sept. 9th. With fresh N.Westerly winds, steered from noon yesterday E. by N. 44 miles,
E.N. E. 94 miles, N. L. by N. 4% miles, and E. N. E. 4% miles till 5 P. M., having pre-
\'ious'ly at 2 P, M. discerned an island bearing E. N. L. distantabout 5 leagues, somne islands .
also in sight to the northward, but none to the eastward except that mentioned (supposed to
be Cardiva.)* At 5 P. M. it bore south 2 miles distant, and a boat coming from the shore,
lay by for her, but she would not venture alongside, and returned toward the shore.

* This is said to be the largest of any of the Maldiva Islands. For a farther description of the Cardiva
Channel, see the following account of the Poulisdous Channel.
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At 6 P. M. made sail, seeing no more islands to the eastward, the easternmost then bear-
ing S.W. 4 S. distant 2 miles, which appears to be the largest island of any we have seen,
having discerned about nineteen islands from the mast-head. From 6 P. M. steered E.N.E.
till noon, course N. 62° E., distance 112 miles from the preceding noon.

GATFOR, OR GATER ISLAND, in about lat. 4° 46’ N. is situated about 3 or 4 Gafor sland
leagues south of the Island Cardiva, and it is said to lie at the eastern edge of a large circu-
lar reef, which reef has been generally marked as having anchorage at its western extremity ;
but there are no soundings close to the island.

MALL ATOLL, gives namnc to the whole, as Maldiva, or King’s Island, is situated at mate aion:
its south-east part, in about lat. 4° 10’ N, or4° 16’ N. and about lon. 78° 42" E.: this Atoll f;:;{;.*l;“ o
is 10 or 11 leagues in extent north and south, its northern limit approaching closc to the ™"
Island Gafor, where there is a passage for ships about S. by E. from Gafor, through which
the Recovery entered, and sailed over the Atoll to King's Island, as described above.

The anchorage at King’s Island, is within that island and a part of the reef, in sandy bot-
tom, mixed with bits of coral, rendering chain cables of great utility to a vessel intending to
touch at this place.

It is customary to moor with two or three anchors,jand hawsers fast to the shore, to pre-
vent a vessel from tending or sheering about, as the 1oad is contracted, and seems not very
safe for large ships, the anchorage being too near the shore. The boats belonging to the na-
tives, lie inside of the rocks, in from 1 to 2 fathoms water, and the passages between these
rocks are secured at night with booms. ’

King’s Island is the only part of the Maldivas, to which vessels sometimes resort from
Bengal, to trade for coir, cowries, &c.; but this tradd is now, nearly discontinued by Euro-
peans, being carried on by the Maldivians in their owth vessels, a sort of large boats, which
generally arrive at Bengal in fleets, in the §.W. monsoon, with the produce of those islands,
and return in December or January, with cargoes of rice, sugar, piece goods, &c.

There is said to be two gateways or navigable passages, at the N.W. part of this Atoll,
two at the S.W. part, several on the east side, (where are many small isles,) exclusive of the
principal entrance at King’s Island, and that at the northern extremity.

ARI ATOLL, lies to the S.W. and Westward of Male Atoll, at a considerable distance, Ari Atwi:
and is said to extend from lat. 4° or 4° 5’ N. nearly to lat. 4° 30’ N, its western extremity Geo. sice.
being in about lon. 78° or 73°2' E.  The Dutch ship Ravenstein, was wrecked on the north
part of this Atoll about two centuries ago, occasioned by an error in the reckoning.

Captain Antonio Klink, who commanded the Ravenstein, places the largest island of this Dutehac:

Atoll, named Matuaria, upon its western side, in lat. 4° 15’ N, having about 3 or 4 miles
to the northward, a gateway through the reef with no soundings, leading into the Atoll.
He also marks an opening at the N. E. part of the Atoll, without soundings ; and inside of
the Atoll, several parts are said to be destitute of soundings, by this navigator’s account.
In the old charts, the west side of this Atoll is delineated as a continued reef, without any
is]andi_, Wwhereas Matuaria the largest island of the Atoll, is situated with many others on this
part of 1t. . *

The Snow Fancy, bound from Bombay to Port Jackson, fell in with the islands on the S

western edge of this Atoll, and_the following extract relating to them, and to some of the ;ﬁ?'lf,f',f:f'

islands of the southern Atolls, is taken from the Journal of 6aptain William Denniston, then it western

an oflicer in that vessel. e
April 25th, 1794, at day-light, saw one of the Maldiva Islands bearing S. L, by S. distant

about 5 leagues, tacked to the N.W.

April 26th, steering S. by W. with the wind at W. by S., at @ A. M. heard breakers on
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the bow, and saw four Islands bearing from S. 7 E. to S. S, E. } E. distantabout § of a mile,
tacked to the N.W., and at day-light saw six islands bearing from S. 48° E. to S. 2° E,,
distant about 3 leagues, and a single island bearing N. E. distant about 5 leagues, another
in sight from the mast-head bearing S.+ W, elpven_islands being visible fron thence.
aaceo. By observations of the sun and moon, taken in this vessel, the single island seen bearing
erapart. N, It, is in lat. 4° 24/ N. about lon. 73° 15" E+ Other islands, in lat. 4° 16’ N.; and the
westernmost of the eleven islands of Ari Atoll, seen from the mast-head bearing from S. %
W. to S. 48° E. is situated in lat. 4° 9' N. lon. 73° 7" E.
sueynmed  Torom the west part of Ari Atoll, the Tancy stood to the S. S.W. and Southward, with
fram theace, sopnlly weather and rain from westward, and on the 26th of April, saw at noon, six of the
uerd e islands on the west side of Suadiva Atoll in lat. 0° 44’ N. On the 30th she saw the south

south chane

nel. Atoll, Pona Molubque, and passed between it and Addon Island, on the 2d of May.

pauindows  POULISDOUS CHANNEL, OR FOUR DEGREES’ CHANNEL, bounded to
" the north by Ari Atoll, and Male Atoll, and a detached reef to the south of the latter; and
pechans — on the south side by Poulisdous Atoll, is described by La Val, to be narrow, with the sea
M swelling into great black surges, and boiling like water on a fire, rendering it very terrible.
These are, however, probably only whirlpools, or strong eddies, produced by the tide or cur-
rents, striking against the steep coral reefs which contract the channel ; and the black colour
of the water in it, is perhaps the effcct of its great depth, for when any of the water is drawn
up in a bucket, it is no longer of a black aspect.
but not This channel, is thought to lie in lat. 4° N., probably rather under that parallel a few
"M miles ; but whether it be dangerous or not, for large ships, cannot at present be stated ; there-
fore, it ought to be avoided until better known.; _
Capt, Davie "The Inglish Navigator, Captain Davis, describes a channel to lie in lat. 4° 15 N. through
Flfr'm-?:u e which he sailed when pilot of a Dutch ship bound to India, but this latitude passes directly

@ame,  through among the islands of the Ari Atoll; he must, therefore, either have passed more to

Linvingan= (=4 =] .

chored pr- the southward, through 'the Pouhsc}ous Channel, or farther to the northward, through the
Cardiva Channel ; and it may be inferred from his account, that the latter was the channel
he passed through.

On the 23d of May, 1600, this navigator fell in with the Maldiva Islands, and anchored,
where they remained till the 27th,* and as none of the Maldiva boats would come close to
the ship, one of them was brought alongside by the ship’s boats.

¢ May 27th, set sail, and happily struck into the true channel, called Maldiva,t which lies
“in lat. 4° 15’ N. where the compass has 17° of West variation. There are vast numbers
“ of ships from all parts, that go through this channel, which is the only safe sailing, it being
« generally fatal for a ship to miss it.”

tewarpro-  The channel here described, must hiave been the Cardiva or 5° Channel, which is certainly

Cardiva — the best of those among the northern Atolls, and was much frequented by European ships
at the period here mentioned, but Captain Davis places it too far south ; although he pro-
bably entered it close round the north end of Ari Atoll, in about lat. 4° 30’ N, and passed
between it and Isle Todu, which seems safe, and perhaps is preferable to the entrance be-
tween Todu and Goidu Reef, with a Southerly or S.W. wind: at that period, navigators
were often liable to err 15 or 20 miles in the observed latitude.

Toutisdvus POULISDOUS ATOLL, situated on the south side of the channel of this name, or the
d 4° Channel, is said to be of circular form, extending from about lat. 3° 53’ N. to 3°20'N.
and directly south of Male Atoll.  Although it is delineated on the old charts as a continued

" Th? latitude of this anchorage is not mentioned.
1 This name scems to have been applied to the Cardiva Channel in early times.
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great reef, destitute of islands, there nevertheless, are several islands upon it; and the Ro-}fr:ugééz.:ﬁ:
chester appears to have passed directly over this Atoll, steering on a N. Westerly course, as
will be shewn hereafter.
" MOLUCQUE ATOLL, lies to the South and S. S. Fastward of Poulisdous Atoll, and Xahieane
like it, is of circular form, thought to extend from about lat. 3° 12’ N. to about Qf) 45' N.,
having several islands upon it in various parts ; with a reef called Natar, between it and the
next Atoll to the westward.

NILLANDOUS ATOLL, situated to the west of Molucque Atoll, has been hitherto Jilndo
represented as an oblong reef destitute of islands, ‘'separated in the middle by a narrow gut,
and extending from lat. 3° 33’ N. to 2° 52’ N. ; but it will be seen from the following de-
scription, that similar to the other Atolls, this has also, islands upon it, and probably extends
a little farther north than the latitude stated above as its northern limit.

Albemarle, from Bombay bound to England, on the 31st of October, 1707, at 10 A M. Abemarie's
saw the islands on the west side of Nillandous Atoll, bearing from N. I to East, distant 5 o
or G leagues: from this time, were becalmed great part of the day, observed lat. 3° 34/
North, the islands then bearing from N. E. to East, which made the westernmost islands of
the Atoll, in the same parallel. !

From this situation, the Albemarle steered to the S.'S.Westward with light winds, without reom
discerning any other islands until the 7th of November, when the N. Easternmost islands of was seiss
Svadiva Atoll, were seen bearing from W. by N. ta S.W. distant 5 or 6 leagues, the northern- et
most of which, she made in lat. 0° 51’ N. by noon observation: These were set down as y2' ™"
the 7maginary islands Diego Rays, thought to lie considerably west of the Maldivas, which
do not exist. It is somewhat remarkable, that from the west side of Nillandous Atoll, al-
though steering S. S.Westward, the Albemarle was caified by an easterly current througl the
12° Channel, without knowing it, or without seeing any of the islands, until she got to the

eastward of Suadiva Atoll, as stated above,

EXCLUSIVE OT THE CHANNELS BETWEEN THE ATOLLS, it has been rasnzec
already observed, that there are passages through among some of the islands which form these e st
Atolls; a remarkable coincidence of this fact, will be seen by the following abstract of the
Company’s ship Rochester's journal, bound from Bencoolen to Madras; which ship appears
to have crossed directly over two or three of the Atolls, steering to the N.W. and N- N.W.
ward, and made a passage through among the islands, from their eastern limit to the west-
ward, without getting any soundings. '

Rochester, 14th Feb. 1715, wind E. N. L. steering north, saw at sun-rise, two of the excwpiies
Maldiva Islands on the lee bow ; steered N. by W. 7 miles till 8 A. M. then saw eight more chenees
islands bearing from N.W. to West, distant 5 leagues ; from 8 A. M. steered N. N.W. 1 W, "
12 miles till noon, observed lat. 3° 0' N, then 13 more islands bearing from S.S.W. to W.

% 8. distant about 3 leagues. Saw three Maldiva.boats among the islands. The north ex-
tremity of these thirteen islands* is in lat. 2° 58’ N. and their south extremity in lat. 2° 51°
N. by noon observation. Variation 6° West.

Feb. 15th. From noon yesterday steered N. N.W. 8 miles, and at @ P. M. saw to wind-
ward bearing N. N. E. an island with long ridges of rocks, tacked and stood L.S. E. 18
miles, then N. N.W, 2 miles, and at sun-rise saw four islands bearing W.N.W. distant
about 6 leagues. At 5 P. M. one of the Maldiva boats thinking us a Moor ship, came near,
sent our boats to her, and bought some rice and fish.

pa:t g‘fh;dsg]isg;ESsAa{gﬁ?ar to have been on the N. E, extremity of Collomandous Atoll, or, perh.aps, on the S.E.

YOL. I. Dond
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Teb. 16th and 17th. Steered mostly to the east and northward, with light Northerly and
N. E. winds, and a southerly current of 9 or 10 miles daily.

Teb. 18th. Steered N. N.W. and North, and at noon observed lat. 3° ' N. when the
the island that bore N. N. E. at 2 P. M. 15th, now bore W. } N, distant § leagues.

Feb. 19th. With a light breeze at N. E. by E., steered N. by W. 16 miles, till sun-set,
the island seen at noon yesterday now bore south about 5 leagues, and five other islands bore
from W. S.W. to W.N.W. } N.: from sun-set steered N. by E. 24 miles till 4 A.M., wind
at E. by N., then tacked and steered S. E. 3 E. 4 miles, and at sun-rise had seventeen
islands bearing from S.W. to N. N. E.  E. distant about 4 leagues. Steered S.3. E. 4
miles till 8 A. M. an island bearing S. by E. about 6 leagues, tacked and steered N. by E.
E. 9 miles till noon, observed lat. 3° 257 N, at which time saw thirteen islands more, the
northernmost bearing N. 4 E. distant about 4 leagues, which will make their northern ex- -
treme in lat. 8° 37" N., and the island that bore S. by E. at 8 A. M. will be in lat. 2° 58’
N., and the seventeen islands which bore from S.W. to N. N. E. § E. at sun-rise, will ex-
tend from lat. 3° 10’ N. to 3° 32’ N. by noon observation, and their estimated distance.

Feb. 20th. Steered from noon yesterday N. N. E. 4 miles, S, E. 8% miles, and saw at
sun-set, several islands, bearing from N. by E. to 8. by E. § E. distant from the nearest
about 3 leagues. We could perceive the islands connected by- shoals, as far as that which
bore N. N.W.; the wind being at eastward, gg}; ready to anchor, and sent the boat a-head
to sound, the ship laying up N. E. fell into a GOOD CHANNEL, just to leewavd of the
northernmost island, for we could get no ground all night with the deepsealine. I'rom sun-
set steered N. N. E. 4 miles, then tacked at 8 P. M., stecred S. by E. 1 mile till 9 P. M.,
tacked and steered N. E. 6 miles, N. N. E, § E. 7 miles, N. by k. 12 miles till 8 A. M,
then saw twenty-one islands bearing from N. E. § E. to S. E. by E. distant about 5 leagues.
From this time, steered N. 2 W. 8 miles till nbon, observed lat. 3° 52’ N., when two islands
were seen to leeward, one bearing W, by 8., aftl the' other W. by N., the latter being the
westernmost island in this latitude. A Maldiva boat came on board, on our shewing I'vench
colours, from which we got some fowls, and a few cowries. The channel through which we
passed ‘between the islands* after sun-set, appears to be in about lat. 3° 85’ N. by nooun ob-
servation yesterday, and the computed run ; and by this day’s observation, the two western-
most islands seen bearing W. by S. and W. by N., one will be in lat. 3° 53’ N. and the
other in lat. 3° 59’ N.

Feb. 21st. Steered N. by W. 14 miles till sun-set, the westernmost island (we call Todaw)
then bore S. by E. distant 8 leagues. Gentle breezes and smooth water: since we are forced
by the current to the westward of these islands, we design to stand ‘to the northward into
lat. 8° or 9° N. where we hope to get westerly winds, to carry us to the eastward. I'rom
sun-set, steered north 14 miles till 12 P. M., then N.W. by N. 12 miles, and N. by W. 7
miles till sun-rise, no land in sight, '

By this abstract of the Rochester’s journal, she appears to have crossed over part of Mo-
lucque Atoll, and also over part of Poulisdous Atoll ; but it seems strange, she did not see
Ari Atoll, which she must have passed near to, on the south side. 'The detached island
seen farthest to the westward, called Todaw by the Rochester,"does not-correspond with an
chart of the Maldivas, as there are no separate island or islands placed in the latitude she
assigned to it ; which shows, that the islands are very incorrectly delineated in this part.

COLLOMANDOUS ATOLL, is large, of circular form, and its northern extremity is

thought to be separated from Nillandous, and Molucque Atolls, by a narrow channel, pro-
bably not safe for large ships. '

* Probably those on the south part of Poulisdous Atoll.
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This Atoll, was examijned close on the west side, by H. M. S. Sir Francis Drake, on the latelyex-
27th of July, 1808, and found to consist of small islahds covered with cocoa-nut trees, united fheves,
together by necks of dry sand ; these islands are all low, well wooded, and many of them in- sides
habited. She endeavoured to pass to the eastward, between this Atoll and that of Adouma-
tis, in the night of the 27th of July, and ran upon the steep reef which forms the northern
boundary of the latter, but fortunately the sea being smooth, she was quickly hove off the
reef, by an anchor laid out in 60 fathoms water, within the distance of 4 a cable’s length of
the ship. When clear of the reef, she steered to the N. Eastward through the channel.

COLLOMANDOUS CHANNEL, OR SIR FRANCIS DRAKE'S CHANNEL, is {olionan-
described by Lieut. Henderson, of that ship, to be perfectly free from hidden danger, about "¢
7 or 8 miles wide, and as many leagues in length: the flood was found to set through the
channel N. E., and the ebb S.W: about £ of a mile per hour. ? ' )
The N.W. extremity of Collomandous Atoll, by the observations of the above named §iin."”
officer, is situated in lat. 2° 30' N. lon. 73° 8’ E., and the islands which bound the north "metAt
side of the channel, were found to lie, the S.Westernmost, or Long Island, in lat. 2° 21’ N.
lon. 73° 8’ E. and South Island in lat. 2° 13’ S. lon. 73° 21’ E. by chronometer. From
South Island, the southern edge of the Atoll takes a direction N. E. by E. about 7 leagues

to its eastern extremity ; and the western entrance of the channel isin lat. 2° 10’ N. lon. 73° Ve

21’ E., for the South Island of the Atoll may be considered as the north boundary of the iames ™
entrance, which extends farther to the westward than any part of Adoumatis Atoll, the
southern boundary of the channel, '

This channel, seems (from the above description of this excellent observer, and intelligent
“officer, Lieut. Henderson) to be very safe, with a steady wind in day-light, as its true situa-
tion is now well known, but it ought not to be adopted in the night, neither should the pas-
sage through it be pursued at any time, unless in a’case of necessity ; because the 13° chan-
nel, or Great Channel, a little farther to the southward, shortly to be described, is far pre-
ferable.

T'he ship Daphne, Capt. Chatfield, intending to go through the 13° Channel, in her pas-
sage from Europe to India, in 1822, was carried to the northward of it by a current, and at
day-light, 27th August, found they were close to the islands at the western entrance of the
Collomandous Channel, through which they proceeded, and found it safe in day-light ; there
appeared no danger, except the coral reef on which the Sir Francis Drake grounded, and
the Daphne was guided entirely by the land in steering through the channel.

ADOUMATIS ATOLL, situated to the S. Eastward of Collomandous Atoll, 1s much Aioumatix

Atoll,
smaller than the latter, being of an oblong form, -extending nearly N. E. and S.W. about 9 '
Jeagues, and it is about 5 or 6 leagues in breadth east and west. The islands and reef on
its northern edge, form the south boundary of the Collomandous Channel, the N.W. island
being situated in lat. 2° 7/ N. lon. 73° 35" E. and the N. E. island in lat. 2° 9' N. lon. 78° Geo. sitc.
46' E. by Lieut. Henderson’s observations and chronometer. The islands which border
this Atoll appear to be all of small size, and crowned with cocoa-nut trees, like those of the
other Atolls.

ADOUMATIS CHANNEL, OR ONE AND A HALF DEGREE CHANN ELy*‘mlomnnli:
bounded on the north by Adoumatis Atoll, and by Suadiva Atoll on the south side, is 17 Sl
leagues wide, and perfectly free from danger; being the safest, and most spacious of any of """

* La Val describes this channel to be very wide, and that the Maldiva boats were always obliged to use a
compass in crossing it, which they had no occasion for, in crossing over any of the other channels ; but he states,

this Great Channel (erroneously) “to lie directly under the equator, instead of in 11 degree of north latitude, its
real situation,
Dnod g
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the channels which separate the Maldiva Atolls. This channel, is said to have been fre-
quented by French and Danish navigators, in their voyages between the Island  Mauritius
and Tranquebar ; but it seems hitherto, to have been little known to English navigators, al-
though one or two of the commanders of the Company’s Ships, appear to have been ac-
quainted with it, as will be seen from the following extracts.

pevomnire Devonshire, Capt. W, Mercer, from England bound to Madras, left Johanna on the 21st

- Ioeaven itin Of September, 1766, and after getting info lat. 1° 80’ N., meridian distance 19° 35’ I, of

s omoro, she steered to the eastward, and appears to have passed through the Adoumatis
Channel on the 15th or 16th of October, without seeing any of the islands ; but two Dutch
ships were seen steering to the northward ‘on the 16th.  In the Journal of Mr, Peter Fea,
2d officer, is the following remark. * Steered to the eastward, o pass through among the
Maldiva Islands, there being a channel that extends from lat. 1° 24/ N. to 9° N.”  Ivomn
this channel, with Westerly and N.W. winds, the Devonshire steered eastward, keeping be-
tween the parallels of lat. 1° 80’ N. and 2° N. till the 2d of November ; two days afterward,
she saw Hog Island and the Cocos, and arrived at Madras on the 23d of that month.

parrcom. . Loarl Cornwallis, Capt. Burnet Abercrombie, bound to Madras, passed in sight of the

wallls, Island Bourbon, about 10 leagues to the eastward, on the 1st of September, 1784, steered
from thence N. N. Eastward, with the winds mostly between E.S. E. and E. by N., and
passed to the castward of the Island Agalega,jand the Seychelle Islands, without seeing any
of them. Knowing that the Devonshire had passed through the Adoumatis Channel, Capt.
Abercrombie resolved to pursue the same réute, and the wind veered to the West and
W, N.W. on the 23d of September, when in lat. 1° 50’ N.. Jon. 683° Last by chronometer
and lunar observations.  From hence, with westerly winds, they steered eastward, keeping

awed inlat, 1930/ N, and passed through the chanuel on the 27th of September, being atG P.M.

meec " in lat. 1° 28" N. lon. 75° 35’ . by chronometer, corresponding with observations of © «
taken three days previously, and none of the islands were seen in passing.

— With steady winds mostly between W. S.W. and W. N.W., she steered from the Adou-

speedity tomatis Channel N. N. Fastward direct for Ceylon, passed the Great Basses on the ¢ of
October, cousted along the east side of Ceylon, and with a continvance of westerly winds,
she arrived on the 8th at Madras, or eleven days after passing through the Adoumatis
Channel. The Devonshire, was nineteen days later in the season, when she passed through
the channel, and by steering over to the east side of the bay until Hog Island was approach-
ed, her passage was thereby prolonged to thirty-seven days from the Adoumatis Channel
till her arrival at Madras,

Thets, Thetis, Captain William Richardson, carried Frencl prisoners from Calcutta to the Island
Mauritius, where he was informed that the vessels which trade from thence to Tranquebar,
frequented a safe channcl between the Maldiva, Islands in lat. 1°80' N.; and on his re.
turning passage, meeting with N.\V. winds in Jat. 1° 49' N, he resolved to procced through
it.  Having steered E.S. Eastward from the above latitude, and afteiward E. byS. 4 §

passod on the 1st of September, 1805, at sun-rise saw from the mast-head a group of small is];mds’,

;J:".Z%:E bearing from.N. N. L. to E. N. L. ; steered E.S. L. 16 miles to 9 A.M. part of the
yosanigot islands then in sight from the decl;, bearing from N, by L. to N. by W. L W, the largest
vatew. - apparently, bearing novth distant 4 or 5 Jeagues. A this time the ship was in lat. 1° 36" N
. by noon observation, taken 3 hours after, lon. 73° 35 E, by chronometer, measured fron

lunar observations, taken daily during the three preceding days, corresponding exactly with

the mean of chronometers, and several observations of ® ¢ taken at 3 P. M. on the od of
September, shortly after passing theislands. These jslands appeared small and low, situated

near each other, and the trees only were discernible, TFrom 9 A. M. the Thetis steered I
by S. 9 miles till noon, observed lat, 1° 34/ N., and no other islands were scen afterward,
hese islands, seen by Captain Richardson, are on the south extremity of Adoumatjs

Atoll, and form the northern boundary of the Adoumatis Channel, or 14° Channel, and as
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he is known to be an attentive and correct observer, their situations are probably ascertained
near the truth, viz.

Lat. Lon.
. . o / o I Tq Geo. Site of
S.W. extremity of fédoumatls Atoll . . . . 1°50'N. 73 g;’ E'IBY lunar observations and i *
Southernmost Islan A . 1 49 v J chronometers agreeing. !!w‘m}"'l'x
Another Island . « « « ¢ o v v v oo oo 1 51 73 88 side of tho

Licutenant J, Henderson of the Sir Francis Drake, states that the southern limit of this
Atoll, appeared to extend from lon. 73° 30’ to 73°45' E. _
H.M.S. Seaflower, Captain W, Owen, passed through this channel in September, | 806G, S

close along the islands which form its soutllern"bou11dary, and ascertained their situations throushit
as follows.

: Lat. Lon.
S.W. Island of north group, Suadiva Atoll . . . 0° 48'N. 78° 19" E. oy
N.W.Islandof . . . . - . .. ditto. .. ... 0 51 73 20% }Bb’]u“af observations. Yo south
N. Fasternmost Island seen . .« « v v o v v oo 0 58 73 33 i‘lt’,f;n‘;’,::‘:‘e
Norll:.l(;rl;;lp.

As the foregoing channel contains 2 clear space from lat. 0° 58' N. to lat. 1° 49" N, being
51 miles wide on a meridian line, it may be considered very safe, and preferable to any of fiasune!
the northern channels, which are at present not so well known. Ships coming from the S.W, aw "
toward Ceylon or the Coromandel Coast in the S\k monsoon, or from March to Novem- &gt

to the

ber, ought certainly to prefer this channel to the circuitous route by the Light or Nine De- 5.
grees’ Channels, being equally safe, with the probable advantage of having a smoother sea,
and more favorable weather, than is frequently experienced in those channels to the north of
the Maldivas. : ,

Ships running to the eastward in November, Dagember, and January, may also proceed
through the Adoumatis Channel, or through the LEquatorial Channel, or to the southward of
all the islands, as prevailing circumstances render expedient, where variable winds mostly
from the westward, with an easterly current, may generally be expected in these months,
near the equator ; for N.W. and Westerly winds prevail greatly in the Adoumalis Channel
throughout the whole year. The parallel of 1° 30’ to 1° 86’ N. seems to be a good track to
pass through this channel to the castward, when the wind is N, Westerly 5 but with a sou-
therly wind, a ship ought to borrow toward the Suadiva Isles, on the south side of the
channel. ‘

The following extract of a letter from Captain William Moffat, of the Winchelsea, will \iencien
shew his favorable opinion of this chanuel. s T

passed

¢ Proceeding from Johanna, with the ships* under mv direction bound to Madras, I resolved i i
g P 3

Adoumatis
to pass through the Adoumatis Channel, (knowing your favorable opinion of it) which we ac- fim™
complished very sately on the 27th of June, 1814." The weather being thick, with incessant
rain, prevented our seeing the land, and consequently of the means of affording you any sa-
tisfactory remarks. On the 27th of June, at 2 P. M. we hove to, in order to keep the fleet
together, judging ourselves then in a fair track, and very near the islands; and probably in
the night, by the current running to the castward, we had been drifted well into the channel,
which is corroborated by a Maldiva boat having passed near to the Astell and Asia.

I belicve this channel to be perfectly safe, and notwithstanding the unfavorable circum-
stances under which we passed through, I am of opinion it is far preferable to the circuitous
route by the Eight or Nine Degrees’ Channel, and that there is a great probability of meet-
ing with smoother water, and fine weather, by adopting it.

This way be inferred, from what I experienced in the Pheenix, when bound from Bombay

* Winclielsea, Castle Huntley, Marquis of Huntley, Asia, Astell, and Europe. Many ships have passed
through the Adoumatis Channel since that period, 1814. ‘
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to the Red Sea, with a disabled ship in company, circumstances having brought me very near
this channel about the latter end of June, 1801, We came down outside of the Laccadiva,
and Maldiva Islands, and had very bad weather at times, which gradually improved as we'
drew to the southward, and became very fine with a smooth sea, when we were near the sou-
thern Atolls. : '
The Adoumatis, or One and a Half Degree Channel, T have no doubt will (when better
known) be generally adopted by navigators.”
awemarle It has been already mentioned under the head Nillandous Atoll, that the Albemarle, in
ﬁﬁ‘:"" November, 1707, was drifted by the current through the Adoumatis Channel to the east-

ward, which circumstance remained unknown to the commander and officers of that ship.

i lva SUADIVA ATOLL, extending about N.N.E. and S.S.W. 16 or 17 leagues, of an
oval form, with its greatest breadth to the southward, on the south and east sides, seems to,

baatowr  be formed by a chain of small islands, fronted by a coral reef to seaward s but on the western

ontve vare. side, the chain of islands is broken by a narrow isthmus of sand, seen a little above water,

f:a'k'tim‘i'&npt.extending about 4 or 5 leagues in a S.S.W. and N. N, Easterly direction. Captain W.

S Owen, in H. M. S. Seaflower, while tracing the west side of this Atoll in September, 1806,
endeavoured to pass through this apparent opening, but when within 8 miles of it, the low
neck of sand was discerned, which seems to sgparate the Suadiva Atoll into two groups, or
divisions on the western side. t

From the S.W. island of the north group, as stated above to be in lat. 0° 48’ N., this neck
of sand extended to the north island of the southern group, in lat. 0° 34/ N', in which there
appeared only one very small opening, close to the former island.

wemernsige Show Fancy, on the 26th of April, 1794, at noon observed in lat, 0° 44/ N., when eight

Moy islands on the west side of Suadiva Atoll, bore from E. by N. to E. by 5.4 S, distant about
5% leagues, which made the westernmost island % lat, 0°43' N'. about lon. 73° 10" E. by ac-
count, from an observation of ® ¢ taken on the preceding day.

These islands, by the Fancy’s observations, are placed in the lat. where Captain Owen
discovered the low neck of sand, destitute of islands ; and as he is an officer of great ability
%s a marine surveyor, his observations are probably more correct than those taken in the

ancy.

Ca)[r)tain Owen, in H. M. 5. Baracouta, with several transports under bis direction, passed
to the eastward, close along the southern verge of this Atoll, 24th November, 1811 ; and his
observations by moon and chronometer, give the following limits of the Suadiva Atoll to the
south and westward.

Geo-Siteor  Southern group, northeinmost island, lat. 0° 54’ N. lon. 78°8' E. N.W. island in lat.

the west,

rasth, and - 0° 28’ N, lon. 78°9' . S.W. island lat. 0° 18’ N lon. 73° 4/ T, South island lat. 0° 11’

castern

wenby N.lon.78°12'E. South extremity of the reef, lat. 0° 9 N. lon. 73° 15' I, The N. East-
andotere.” ernmost island seen, lat. 0° 28’ N. lon. 78° 38/ E. The Fancy made the S.W. extremitg of
this Atoll in lat: 0° 11/ N. lon, 73° 0'E. The Southampton, in 1782, made it in lat. 0° 19/
N. lon. 78° 19'E. by % ¢ %. Monsieur Bonvouloir, in 1795, made the south extreme of
the Atoll in lat. 0° 13’ N, and coasted along witiin 1% and 2 miles of the pumerous. rocks
and islands which form its south and its eastern side, to the N. E, extremity, which he made
in lat. 0° 52’ N, The Albemarle, in 1707, made the same part in lat.0° 51’ N. and the
Europe made it in lat, 0° 514 N. lon. 78° 30’ E. by account from Bombay, baving fallen in
with the N, E. part of the Atoll bearing from W. ' N. to S.W, 3 W., distant 3 leagues, but
the true lon, of ihe eastern extremity of this Atoll, although not positively ascertained, ap-
< pears to be about 73° 40’ E. S

gatusr  SUADIVA, SOUADOU, OR EQUATORIAL CHANNEL, formed on the noyt,

cuamnel. gide by the southern extremity of the Suadiva Atoll, described above, and on the south side
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by the Island Addon, is about 10 leagues wide and clear of danger, the south extremity Of g oce or
the above Atoll being in lat. 0°9"or 0°10' N., and bears about N. N.W. from Addon Island, s
the north part of which island is in lat. 0° 19’ S. : _ e

Contractor, from England, bound to Madras, passed through this channel 28th of July, praned
1792, having first passed between Pona Molubgque Atoll, and Addon Island ; she had the
wind at S. E. with a lee current, and not being able to weather the latter island, she passed
to leeward of it with the boat a-head, then hauled to the eastward, and did not see the
southern part of Suadiva Atoll. ) N

Monsieur Bonvouloir, in the ship Fatty Rair, passed to the eastward through this channel Fyuy rair.
97th of May, 1795, with westerly winds: he first saw Pona M_olubque Atoll bearing to the
S. E., which together with Addon, be passed at 4°or 5 leagucs distance to the westward, then
steered to the northward till he approached the south part of Suadiva Atoll, which he coasted
vound to its N. E. extremity as mentioned above. ; .

H.M.S. Baracouta, Captain W. Owen, in charge of several transports from Java, carried Al the Ba-
them to the eastward through this channel, on the 24th gf November, 1811, and had strong other ships.
westerly winds with easterly currents in passing through it, and also several days prev;ouslz. i

Westerly winds prevail greatly here, except in part of June, July, and August, the S. 1% '
trade wind blows sometimes close up to the equator, when the route through the One and a
Half Degree Channel should be preferred, by ships 'hpuncl to the eastward, in order to avoid
the verge of the S. E. trade wind. But at all othertimes, it appears, that a passage to the
castward may be effected with facility through the Equatorial Channel, as several ships
have lately sailed through it, and found it very safe. _ -

With the wind inclining from the northward, a ship intending to proceed to the eastward Givections.
through this channel, ought to keep nearly on the equator, or rather toward the northern side;
but with a southerly wind, it.will be proper to give g wide birth to the south part of Suadiva
Atoll, by kecping in about lat, 0° 10'S. to 0° 16’ Swand pass near to the north end of the
Islund Addon.

ADDON ISLAND, situated by itself, and bounding the south side of the Equatorial {7
Chanvel, is like many of the other islands, inhabited, and covered with trees. The north
extremity of this island is in lat. 0° 19 S. from whence it extends abont 2 leagues to the
southward, including the coral reef with high breakers, which projects about 24 miles in a
S.S. F. direction from the south end of the island. This reef ought not to be approached
close, as the rocks on its edge, slope out under water in some places to a considerable dis-
tance beyond the breakers: but on the other sides.of the island, the shore appears to be steep
to, with no soundings near it.

As many ships have seen this island within these few years, since the Equatorial Channel,
and the south channel of the Maldivas, became better known to Luropeans than formerly,
its situation seems to be ascertained very near the truth, the body of it being in lat. 0° 21" S. Geo. site.
lon. 78° 35' E. by mean of the chronometers and lunar observations of six ships, taken at
different times, but corresponding with each other within a few miles.

In coming from the southward, this island appears in separate hummocks when first seen,
but are soon perceived to join, when it is approached.

ADDON CHANNEL, OR SOUTH CHANNLL, is formed by the Island Addon &uf

Channel;
to the N. E., and to the S.W. by Pona Molubque Atoll, from the N. Eastern extremity of
which, Addon Island bears N. L., distant about 6% leagucs ; the channel between them is §earel

about this breadth, clear of danger, il a birth be given to the reef that projects from the south
end of the island.

Several ships bound to the eastward, have passed through thi¢ channel of late years, among
which was the Company’s ship Contractor, on the 28th of July, 1792 ; by her journal, I first
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discovered the geographical situation of - the islands which form it, and that it was safe for
ships.
Contractor '[I)‘he Contractor, from England, bound to Madvas, passed to the westward of Diego Garcia
named'on  on the 22d of July, 1792, but thought themselves to the eastward of that island, until at 7
side o Cha- A, M. five islands were seen to the N. N. E., and at noon another island was discerned
Fon Band. bearing east, therin lat. 6°26'S., and shortly after, others were seen to the N. Fastward.
These were the Chagos Islands, all of which they passed on the west side, with the wind
variable in squalls between Last and N. E., ‘and showers of rain.
Atierwara . I'rom this time, the winds kept veering between N. E. and S. E., in generally light breezes,
sawtle south . . .
frattorthe until the 27th, at day-light, when the south Atoll of the Maldivas (Pona_Moluqu}e) was
" discerned bearing from W, 15°S. to W, 35° S., consisting of 10 or 12 considerable islands,
and several smaller ones, covered with cocoa-nut trees, and all lined with a white sandy
beach, besides innumerable rocks amongst them, the northernmost part then distant 3 or 34
iana. " leagues.  Directly after, a long low island (Addon) was seen from the mast-head, bearing
N. 85° E., distant ahout § leagues : steered close hauled, about N. N, E. % E. 10 miles till
8 A. M., with the wind easterly in squalls, extremes of the south Atoll then bore from .
45°W. to S. 65°W,, nearly out of sight, and Addon Island bore from North to N.15°L,,
distant about 6 or 7 miles. ~ Fron this station, it appeared nearly level, but its southern part
seemed as if divided into three smaller islandg, which on a nearer view, was found to be a
continuation of the same island, about 2 or 3 leagues in extent, and a reef with high Lreakers

projects from its southern extreme about 22 miles,

From 8 A. M. steered N. E. by N., but the current running to W. N.W., we could not
obierva. ~ weather the reef, tacked, aud steered S, by E. 6 miles till noon, observed lat. 0° 31/ S, lon.
P 73° 80' 1. by ® ¢ measured by chronometer from the preceding day, the South Atoll bear-

ing from S.W, 1 S.to S.W. 1 W., distant 7 or.8 miles, and Addon Island from N, E. by N.
to N.E. } E.

July 28th, stood to the southward 3 miles, then tacked, and stood to the N. . 90 miles
till 6 P. M. to endeavour to weather Addon Islaund, bearing from N.N. E. to N. by W.
W., off shore 2 or 3 miles, and nearly abreast of the reef, when perceiving the white coral

AddgnReet: rocks under the ship, tacked, and had only 6 fathoms water in stays. This steep coral spit
has no soundings close to, and scems to be a continuation of Addon Reef.

During the night, kept working between the south Atoll and Addon, making each alter-
nately, expecting in the morning to be able to weather the latter, whicl the W.N.W. cur-
rent rendered impracticable. Not knowing there was u safe passage on the N.W. side of
Addon, and finding we could not weather it, at 8 A, M. when within ¢ miles of it, bearing

fawedon o from N, by E. to N. N.W., sent the boat a-head, following her along the west side of the

N Wiae island, and were agreeably surprised, to find a clear sea to the northward and westward.
Several of the natives were seen, and no ground was got with 30 to 60 fathoms of line, in
passing along the West and N,W.. parts of the island at 2 miles distance. At 11 A. M.
Addon bore*from South 0 S.§S. L., distant 8 miles, steered E. N. L. 54 miles to noon, ob-
served lat. 0° 14/ S,

July 29th, at 1 P. M. the Tsland Addon bore from S.5.W. to S, W. 1S., distant 12 or

13 miles, steered from hence E. N. L. 14 miles close hauled, with the wind at S. T, and at
done."™ 4 P. M. by observations of ® ¢, made the lon. 73° 40" E. Experienced a current of 9]

miles to the north, and 15 miles to the westward, during the following 24 hours,
Faey Fancy Snow, from Bombay, boun.d to Port Jackson, fell in with the islands on the west
the westide side of Ari Atoll: on the 25th"of April, 1795 ; on the 29th, she saw the islands on the west-
divas s €0 part of Suadiva Atoll ; on the 30th, saw Addon Island, and Pona Molubque Atoll, angd
the hlands, With N.W. winds made several tacks, but the current setting to the eastward, she wag driven
T into the South Channel, whicl she passed through, on the 1st of May. The lat. observed

s - this day at noon, was 0° 16'S by one quadrant, and 0° 20’ S. by anotler whe
noel, ' . » . ) n Add
4 Tsland bore from E. 9°N. to T, 140 < c(llistant 5 miles, ! >
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The William Pitt, and Duncan, lately passed through this channel, as will be seen under
the following description of the South Atoll.

PONA MOLUBQUE ATOLL, OR SOUTHERNMOST GROUP of the Mal- Fousptstu
divas, which terminates this remarkable chain of coral banks, and half drowned islands, con-
sists of 14 small islands, and rocks, forming & bay in the shape of horse-shoe, open to the
N.N.W., which although barred by a reef, gives the Atoll the appearance of two sepurate
groups when first viewed from the westward. ‘This Atoll is well inhabited, and the islands
being covered with tall cocoa-nut trees, are discerned at 5 or 5% leagues distance ; none of
the reefs appear to project out above 13 or 2 mileg.,and they are thought to be very steep,
without soundings, until close upon them. As this Atoll has been seen by many ships, at
different times, its situation seems well ascertained, which by the mean of }helr chronometers,
and lunar observations, the N.W. extreme of the Atoll is in lat. o’ 34 S. lon. 73° 12/ E., geo. sie.
the N. E. extreme in lat. 0° 33' 8. lon. 78° 95' E. Southern extreme in lat, 0°41’S. lon.
73° 20’ E. _ _

Southampton, December 27th, steering to the southward with W.S.W. winds and agniinl
S. Easterly current, at sun-set, saw the N. E. islands of the south _Atoll of the Maldivas yaiins™®
bearing E.S.E. 3 or 4 leagues, and its western extreme S. 2 W., distant about 2 leagues, "™ ¢
with the white sand of the beach in sight. There wasno appgarance'of foul ground or dan-
gers, excepting a reef projecting a little from the S.W. extremity of the Atoll: these islands,
appeared to be elevated about 20 feet above the sea, éxclusive of the height of the trees.

When we rounded the southernmost island, steered E. S. E. and East, and experienced a
current of 19 miles to the south, and 85 miles to the eastward, during the 24 hours.

Le Bien-Venue, commanded by Mousieur Roncais Violette, steering to the eastward with yZrie, .
westerly winds near the equator, 7th of April, 1778, descried the southernmost Atoll of the Jineq e
Maldivas, the islands of which were found to be low and woody, and the inbabitants came
on board : she ranged along the southernmost island, then steered to the N. E., and on the
20th of April, reached the Island Ceylon. .

In the following extracts, from the journals of the ships William Pitt, and Duncan, a cir-
cumstantial description of Pona Molubque Atoll will be found, as both these ships passed
through the South Channel, between the Island Addon and the south Atoll, and sailed close
to the north side of the latter.

William Pitt, Captain Graham, from England, bound to Colombo, passed to the east- WilliamFit
ward of the Island Roderigue, and between the Chagos, and Seychelle Archipelago’s,

Having reached lat. 24° N. lon. 69° E., 7th of October, 1813, with the wind at West and
W.N.W., squally weather, and a lee current, it was thought unsafe to pursue any longer the

route toward the Eight Degrees’ Channel, in case of not being able to clear the northern
Atolls, therefore, bore away to the S. E., in order to pass round to the southward of all the
islands. October 9th, steering under reduced sail, keeping a good look-out for the islands,
¢ fearing they might not be correctly placed in the charts, at 3 A. M. discovered land about
S.E. by E., wore immediately, and stood off on the larboard tack with the wind at west. At pasedontic

orth side

3 past 6 A. M. extremes of the south Atoll from S.1 E. to S.W. %W, the surf apparently i,
breaking on white coral rcefs projecting about a mile off shore. At 7 A.M. saw the Island S 'I -
Addon from the mast-head bearing from N.N. E. } E. to N. E. § E., the south Atoll from
S.1 E. to W.N.W., distant from the shore about 4 miles: hove to, and sounded with 107
fathoms line, but got no ground. While laying to, perceived the ship drift rapidly to the
eastward by the current. At 8 A, M. extremes of the south Atoll from S.W. by S. to W.
by S. £ S., distant about 5 miiles. -

At 11 A, M. the northern extreme of the Atoll bore west, distant about 4 lcagues, the
Island Addon in sight from the mast-head bearing from N.Z1E. to N. 2 W., distant 16 ov

vOL. I. Exe
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17 miles. At noon lost sight of the land, then the observed Iat. 0° 35 S. which may be con-
sidered very near the true lat. of the northern point of Pana Molubque Atoll, and the chro-
nometer makes the same point in lon. 73° 17/ E. measured back from Colombo Flagstaff,
allowing the latter in lon. 80°0' E. In passing through this channel, we have seen no ap-
pearance of danger, and we kept the north point of the Atoll bearing west, until the lat. was
observed at noon.

Pona Molubque Atoll, seems chained together by reefs, and it is of considerable extent,
repdered dangerous by the strong currents, or a kind of tides, which appear sometimes to
run both east and west. When we bore away to the eastward, the low land was seen from
the mast-head, extending south as far as the eye could discern, and the eastern side of the
islands’ appeared to lie about N. N. E. and S. S.W.; while we lay to, a number of natives
were seen on the beach, apparently fishing. We lay to, with the view of examining these
islands as closely as seemed prudent, and should have sent a boat ashore, had not the surf
rendered any attempt fruitless,

Although' the channel between the Island Addon and Pona Molubque Atoll, cannot be
less than 6 or 7 leagues wide, I strongly advise navigators to be extremely guarded- when
coming near these islands; because we were set 54 miles to the eastward in 20 hours by the
current, when sailing at the rate of 7 or 8 miles per log. with fresh westerly winds,

Ship Duncan, Capt. Miller, from the Island Mauritius, bound to Bengal, steering S. E.
with the wind at S.S.W., 22d of November, 18183, at 11 A, M. saw from the deck, land
moderately low, and woody, chiefly cocoa-nut trees. At noon observed lat. 0° 31’ S. Pona
Molubque Atoll bearing from E. 16°S. to E. 40°S.; hauled up in order to pass to the
southward of it, but belng unable to do so, bore away east.

Nov. 23d. Tresh breezes at S. by W. with clear weather, steering-toward the N.W. point
(]):f' the Atoll, at 1h. 20m. P. M. saw another.range of islands beyond the nearest, bearing

. LS.

At 1h. 40m. the N.W. extreme of the islands bore south, distant 2 miles ; steering from
this time east, at the rate of 63 miles per hour till § P. M. when, their N. E. extremity bore
south, distant 2 miles. Hove to, and sounded, no ground at 70 fathoms. At 3L P. M.
saw from the mast-head Addon Island bearing N. by E., distant 17 miles, allowing for the
height of the mast, and the trees on the island to be elevated 50 feet above the sea ; same
time, the nearest part of the South Atoll bore W. 1 N, distant 3 miles. At 5% P. M. |ost
sight of the South Atoll, : '

The islands of this Atoll are low, probably about 20 feet of elevation above the sea, co-
vered chiefly with cocoa-nut trees, and may be seen from the deck of a ship 11 miles. They
form like a horse shoe, open to the N. N.W., and I think, are connected together by a reef
or bank, dry in most places, with the sea breaking over it ; and within it, the water was much
discoloured. )

The two extremities are united by a narrow bar of sand, over which the sea broke fu riously ;
some places are covered with bushes, and its N. E. end forms an island, having on it some
cocoa-nut trees, and behind it were several boats: on the beach of the N, L. point of the
principal range of islands, saw several inhabitants and a few huts. Outside of the S.W.
range, the beach was very white, apparently steep to, in most places; but farther to the
southward, the sea broke 1 mile out, and it was impossible to land in a boat, except to the
eastward of the N. E. point. .

Although this South Channel is an excellent one, it ought probably not to be adopted,
unless with & steady breeze of wind, as there are strong ripplings, and I am convinced there
1 no anchorage at a cable’s length from the surf. : :

The north part of Pona Molubque Atoll, I make in lat, 0° 82/ S. lon, 78° 21" E. by lunar
observations and chronometer, and the southern part in lat. 0° 39’ S.
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CURRENTS, in the vicinity of the Maldiva Chain, set more easterly than in any other Current
direction, although among the Atolls, there seem to be tides, alternately running to the east nesr e
and west, when the weather is settled, with gentle winds. The currents dlsb vary, from local '
causes, for when the westerly monsoon prevails in full force among the Northern Atolls, in
June, July, and August, the current runs to the eastward with the wind ; whilst at the same
time, more particularly late in June, July, and part of August, when the S. E. trade ap-
proaches the equator, the current then often sets to the W. N.W.ward at the southern part
of the Chain, in the vicinity of the Equatorial Channel, and the South Atoll.

In March and April, the current generally sets to the westward on the east side of the
Northern Atolls, and to the E. N. I, ward about the South Atoll, from the equator to lat.
4° or 5° S., and it extends far to the east and west of the meridian of the islands. This
current,'is sometimes strong, from 50 to 65 miles in 24 hours ; at other times it is weak, and
fluctuating. In these months, from the equator to lat. 8° or 9° N. the current sets mostly
to the S.Westward. . .

In May, the current sets strong to the eastward near the equator, sometimes from 50 to
70 miles in 24 hours, in the track near the Southern Atolls, from lat.2° N, to 2°S. The
winds in this space, are then variable, also in April, but mostly froni the westward.

In the latter end of June, and in July, when the S. E. trade wind blows close to the equa-~
tor, the current sets often to W. N. W. ward about the south end of the Maldivas, (ds men-
tioned above) particularly to the south of the equator.

In October, November, December, and January, the current runs mostly to the eastward gurrenu
through the Equatorial Channel, and about the South Atoll; but in these months, it often Geylonana
runs strong to the westward between lat. 5° N. and 8° N. in the track between Ceylon and divan
the Maldivas ; frequently from 30 to 55 miles in 24 hours, in November and December, on
the meridian of Point de Galle, decreasing in velocity as the equator is approached. In
these months, the winds are generally variable and light, with frequent calms, throughout
the direct track between the Maldiva Islands and Java Head.

Although the geographical positions of the channels which divide the Northern Atolls, Caution
described above, ought not to be implicitly relied on, from the deficiency of correct observa- :\l!pé\‘rgucl;‘l,n;
tions ; yet, the limits given for the One and a Half Degree Channel, the Equatorial Chan- tnss.
nel, and the South Channel, may be considered a near approximation to the truth: never-
theless, large ships ought always to approach any part of these islands with great caution,
on account of strong currents, often uncertain in their direction, although generally setting
to the east or westward between the Atolls, in the principal channels.

The foregoing description of the Maldiva Islands, however imperfect, has engrossed much
of my time, in searching out and collating the materials of which it is composed’; and as this
extensive chain of islands, has long been thought an impenetrable barrier to ships coming
from the S.W. toward the, Island Ceylon, or the southern parts of Hindoostan, iy endea-
vour to restore such information as may be useful, relative to these islands and their navigable
channels, which have hitherto been enveloped in obscurity from the knowledge of Europeans,

I trust, therefore, cannot but be acceptable to all persons who frequent the navigation of the
Oriental Seas.
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1740, RAYNAL , GUILLAUME-THOMAS,

IN: Histoire Philosophique et Politique, Des Etablissements et du
Commerce des Européens dans les Deus Indes, GUILLAUME-THOMAS RAYNAL,
Les Maldives, P,94-97, Tome 1I, Paris 1770, Geneve 1781,

The "Encyclopaedist" Guillaume-Thomas Raynal ( 1713-1796,) is a famous
French historian in the age of Enlightenment, and this work in 6 Volumes
was published in 1770, just before the French revolution, In the books
he opposes the way the colonial powers in Europe treated the coloured
people of India etz, [ FRENCH 1

Description de la Cote de Malabar,

The Maldive Islands are built up by a long chain of Islands West of Cape
Comorin, They are the land most to the West ( of India ), They ars
divided into 13 provinces, e=ach called an Atoll, This division is made
by the nature, as every Atoll is built wup on its own bank, They are
defended by semall fortifications, when they are attacked from the
enemies fleats, The nature has shaped 12,000 islands, the smallest are
just banks of sand almost under water by high water, The largest Islands
are also rather small, with little circumference,

Out of all the sntrances into the laguns, the waterways that separate
the Islands from each other, there are just four, one in svery guarisy
with water enough for a boat to pass throwgh, The others are shallow and
have seldom more than tres feet of water, It is souwnd to assume thai all
these Islands are formed again and again by the wind and waves, rather
then by some enormous catastrophe,

i

It is believed that this archipelago first was populated by pecople from
the Malabar-coast in India, After them peopls from the Arabia came
sziling and introduced their vreligion, Mubammedanism, The itwo population
grovps melted together into one people, and later when the Poriuguese,
cane to India they tried to introduce slavery on the Islands, This
tyranmy lasted jusi for a short tiwme, The garrison that was employed inm
this enslavement, was exterminated by the Maldivian people, and they
again becames independent,

After this epoch, they have besn under their own despot who has hoisted
his flag in Male, and is above all other authorities but the Muslim
religious law, He is the only power that is in the Maldives,
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Another force in the state is the soils wnfertilness, it only produces
cocoanuts, but they are in a considerable number, The Maldives export as
well great quantities of cowries, fish and coir,

Coir is extracted from the cocoanut' husk, and from it they make the
ropes and cables wsad by the Indian ships in their rigging, Somthing
that as well abounds in the HMaldives is the cowries, Great quantities
are sxported to Ceylon, where it is barthened for arecanuts,

The fish on these Islands is named "Complemasse" ( Combali-wmazas ), and
that means sundried fish, The got in fish is cleaned by repeted washing
in salt seawater, After this it is cwt wp in filsts long and thick as a
finger, In all the Islands they make every year two kinds of dried fish,
One is called "Gold" and the other kind is called "Best", "Gold" they
keep for their own use on the Islands, and "Best" is sold in Moka
{ Arabia ), There one bale of fish is exchanged for three bales of
Coffes, which is an important drink in the Maldives,

Cowries are white and lustrous, This "Fish" ( Sea-shells ) appears two
times every month, thres= days before new-moon and three days after new-
moon, They are caught by the women, who 9o oub in the water till their
waist, and then picking the cowries from the sand-bottom, They make
bundles of them with 12,000 shells in each,

The cowries that they do not keep for their own wse in the land, they
export to Ceylon, on ships going to and from the Ganges river, Every
y=ar thers are many ships, trading with cargoes of sugar, rice, clothes
ard other things that the Maldives lack, In exchange they uss the
cowries, and some of these stay in the Bengal, where they are used as
semall money for exchange, All the rest is transported to Europe, whers
they are an importanit commodity for the African trade, Thoss bought for
six "Sous", are sold for 12 or 18 and in Guings the price is 35 "Sous",

The Kingdom Travancore, reaching from Cap Comorin to Cochin in India,
used to fight many wars in esarlier days against the HMaldives, ¥Ek
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IN' Annales Maritimes et Coloniales, Publicé Par: M, BAJOT, Ann&e 1823,
Partie II, Tome 2, P,13-20, L'Imprimerie Royale, Paris 1829,

"E, R," are the initials used by the Commandant of the French Royal Ship
the "INDUS", He describes in this article the passage he made the 28 to
29 of July in 1828 through the Canal going South of Hadhdhunmathi Atoll
and North of Kolhumadulu Atoll, He came from the Ile Bourbon, Réunion,
and was bound for Pondichéry at the Coromandel coast, [ FRENCH 1
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a2 "Maldive
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1225, MALDIVE CERNMSUS .,

IN: Manuscripts written by: PURSER BOYCE, DAVID CHAMPBELL, WILLIAM
CHRISTOPHER, ROBERT MORESBY, THOMAS POWELL, and WILLIAM RDBINSON,
The Archives of the "Honourable East Indian Company" in Bombay 1835,
1836 and 1837, In the hands of Lars Vilgon, [ SWEDISH 1

During the British-Indian Navy's survey of the Maldive Islands 1834-37,
the Officers on the surveying ships wrote down their acquired knowledge
and in these unpublished manuscripts there are notices about the
population of the different Atolls and Islands,

- ——— —— — o e

In this Census' for 1835, I have used there figures, and as all the 1835
named Islands and Atolls as well are in the Census for 1886 that I
presented in "Maldive odd History, Vol 3," I have compared the 1835 and
the 1886 figures, and extrapolated the results for the total Maldive
Archipelago for 1835, ( See next page about the Atolls and Islands,)
The population 1835 for the recorded Atolls and Islands was 11,640,

The population 1886 for the same Atolls and Islands was 28,298,

The total population 1886 for the whole Maldive Archipelago was 46,321,

The total population 1835 for the whole Maldive Archipelago was 19,054,

Pop, 1835 11,640
———————— e Pop, 1835 = 19,054,
46,321 28,298 R B - B
CALCULATED POPULATION 1835 = 19,054

EXPLANATION and ARGUMEMTATION,

The two Atolls THILADAUNMATHI M, and S,, and KOLUMADULY ¢ £,563 & 2 BES
inhabitanis 1836 ) are not mentioned 1835, but of course included here,

Due to uncounted men out at sea, small children, aso,, I do believe that
the given figures 1E3E are too low, fAn 5 7 enumeration gives |, 000
more persons, and a total Maldive population of about 20,000,

Durivg 50 years this

With an annual population growth of ca, 1,25 %
1886, or a total of 40,000,

1
gives an increase of ca, 20,000 persons till

Consequently the total population 1886 ought to be 40,000, but my Census
for 1836 showes the population to be 46,321, Obviously the population

increase from 1535 to 1886 was higher than 1,25 % / year,
So it was as well from 1886 to 1917,

I am fully aware of that my calculations has deficiencies, nevertheless
they give a very good estimation that the Maldive Island had an

ESTIMATED POPULATION 1835 = 20,000
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POPULATION / ATOLL

IHAVANDHIFPOLHU
Atoll, Total Pop,

MAAMAKUNUDHOO
Island,

MILADUNMADULVY
Atoll, Total Pop,

FADIFFOLU
Atoll, Total Pop,

MALOSMADULY

N o §, Atoll, 2 Isles

GDIDHDO/HORSBURG
Atoll, Total Isles

KAASHIDHOD
Island,

GAUFARY
Island,

MALE
N, Atoll, Rest Isles,

MALE
S, Atoll, Total Pop,

MALE
Town, Total Pop,

NILANDO
Mo S, Atoll, Himiti

FELIDU
Atoll, Total Pop,

MULAKU
Atoll, Total Pop,

ARI
Thoddoo Island,

HADDUNMAT I _
Atoll, Maavah I,

FUAH MULAH
Island

SUVADIVA
Atoll, Total Pop,,

ADDU
Atoll, Total Pop,

Total for named Atoll /

Island in the Year:

740

100

1,750
550
"350
200
200
100
700
200
1,750
250
320
980
250

350

e i e b Tp——

1886,

1.507

372

3,675

1,063

316

249

422

161

1,599

1,358

6,665

192

1,355

1,155

267

326

1886, 28,298,

E6 & 4
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1240, HAaL L, WILL . IAM HAROLD .,

IN: Narrative of the Voyages and Services of the "NEMESIS" from 1840
to 1843, and the combined Naval and Military Operations in China,
Notes of Commander W, H, Hall, Observations by W, D, Bernard,
In Two Vol, Maldives in Vol,1, P, 152-156, London 1844,

BERNARD, WILLIAM DALLAS is the author of the book, based on the infor-
mation from HALL, WILLIAM HAROLD who was the Commanding Captain of the
“NEMESIS" on her way to China through the Maldives the 1st and 2nd of
Oct, 1840, The “"NEMESIS' was navigated with the help of Moresby's 1837
new Maldive sea-charts, and Horsburgs 3rd Edition 1826 of "The Indian
Directory", They went straight through the MILADHUNMADULU NORTH ATOLL
and stopped by the Island FEAWAR on the East side, present name FEEVAH,
The Island had 1886 a population of about 200 persons, and the mentioned
Mosque is built by Ali Badeyri between 1692 and 1701, [ ENGLISH 1

The opinion of Horsburgh seewms to be fully confirmed, that late in the
season it is better for ships to avoid the Mozambigque Channel, and
rather to proceed to the Eastward of Madagacsar, and then pass between
Biego Garcia and the Seychell Islands, Steamers, however, would have
less need of this where ctoal to be had at Mozambigque, bui the “"NEMESIS®
had taken in no coal since she left the Cape of Good Hope in July; and,
although she was fortunate enough to procure a small supply of wood,
still, from its greater bulk, she could not tarry so many days' fuel of
it as she could of coal,

It was important, mors=over, to reserve the coal she had remaining, for
any case of emergancy that might arise, and which could not be foreseen,
On leaving JOHANMA ¢ The 5th of Sept., 1840, JOHAMNMNA is a small Island in
the Mozambique Channel ) she had only twenty-five tons of coal on board,
very little more than two days' consumption, besides a little wood, It
was, therefore, reguisite to be very sparing in iils wuse, and she
consegquently made almost no use of her engines until four days after she
erossed the Line, and even then only for a few hours,

From the Egquator the currant was always Easierly; but nothing particular
occurred worth noticing, e=xcept that, as she approached tha Maldive
islands, she encountered very heavy squalls, accompanied with rain,
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On the following day, the 1st October, the Maldives were in sight; and,
in order to carry her through them rapidly, steam was got up for a few
hours, wntil she came to, in the afternoon, within a guarter of a mile
of the shore, one of the Easternmost of the islands, named FEAUAR,
( FEEVAH in MILAGHUNMADULU Atoll ) having shaped her course straight
across the middle of the long, and until lately, much dreaded group of
the Maldive Archipelago, '

This extensive chain or archipelago’ of islands lies in the direct track
of ships coming from the Socuth-West towards Ceylon, and the Southern
part of Hindostan ( India ), it was long dreaded by mariners, and
shunned by them as an almost impenctrable and certainly dangerous
barrier, It is stated by Horsburg, that the early traders from Europe to
India were much better acquainted with these islands than modern
navigators, and that they were often passed through in those days
without any apprehension of danger,

The knowledge of their navigable channels must therefors have been, in a
great measure, lost; and, although the utmost credit 1s due 1o the
indefatigable Horsburgh for his arduns efforts to restere some of the
lost information, it is to the liberality of the Indian Government, and
particularly to the scientific labours and distinguished services of
Captain Moresby and Commander Fowell, of the Indian Navy, that we are
indebted for the minute and beauwtiful surveys of all these intricate
channels which have been given to the world since 1535,

This archipelago is divided into numerous groups of islands, called by
the natives Atolls, each comprising a considerable number of islands,
some of which are inhabited, and abound in cocoa-nut trees, while the
smaller ones are often mere barren rocks or sandy islets, The number of
these islands, large and small, amounts to several hundred; and the
groups, or Atolls, into which they are divided, are numerous, They are
laid down with wonderful accuracy and minuteness by Captains Moresby and
Powell: so that, with the aid of their charts, the intriczte channels
between them can be read with almost the same facility as the typs of a
book, Thus one of the greatest boons has besn conferred upon navigators
of &ll nations, They are disposed in nearly a meridian line from
tatitwde 77 £' N, to latitude 0° 40' 5,, and consequently extend over
thz hottest portion of the tropics, for the distance of wore than thres
bundred an seventy miles, ( Egquals €85 km, In fact 470 miles = 870 ki,
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Az the “NEMESIS" passed through these Islands, she found that all the
former difficulties had now vanished, So accurate were the soundings,
and given on so large a scale, that it was more like reading a European
road book than guiding a vessel through an intricate labyrinth of
islands,

The very sight of a steamer completely frightensd the inhabitants of the
little FEAWAR; who, although they at length came alongside without much
fear, could never be persuaded to come on board the vessel, However,
they had no objection to act as guides, for the purposs of showing what
was to be seen upon their island; and, while a little necessary work was
being donz to the vessel, two or three of the officers landed, and wers
soon surrounded by a crowd of natives wpon the beach, guite unarmed,

4 stroll along the shore, covered with pieces of ¢oral, soon brought
them to a Mosgue and burial-ground, which was remarkable for the
neatness with which it was disposad, The little ornamented head-stonas,
with inscriptions, amnd flowers in many places planted round them,
probably refreshed by the sacred water of a well close at hand, proved,
at all events, the great respect paid to their dead, which is common
a0y all Mohammedans, Indesd, the inhabitants of all these numerous
islands are mostly of that persuasion, and consider themselves to be
under the protection of England, the common wish of almost all the
litile independent tribes of the East,

The wvillage itself appeared to be at least half deserted, the poor
people, particularly the women, having hastily run away, leaving their
spinning-wheels at their deors, They appear to carry theivr producs,
censisting of oil, fish, rope, mats, &c, to Ceylon and other parts of
India, in large boats of their own construction, bringing back in return
rice and English manufactured goods, Indeed, an extensive traffic is
carried on bstwesn all the Northenmost of this extensive chain of
islands, or submarine mowuntains, and the nearer paris of the coast of
India,

On the same evening, the “NEMESIS" continusd her voyage, and, on the
afternoon of the 5th October, reached the harbour of POINTE DE GALLE, in
Ceylon, She came in under steam, with about eight tons of coal
remaining, having been exactly one month fros JOHANNA, b 353
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T==7—1T204 BELL HaRRY C F

IN: FAPERS RELATING TO THE MALDIVE ISLANDS, By:; HARRY CHARLES PURVIS
BELL, Publ, in ®"Ceylon Sessional Papers 1904," 103 P, Colombo 1904,

From his Maldive visit in 1879 to his death in 1937, Mr, H C P Bell
collected all Maldive information he could find in all the various
localities in the civilized world, In 1910 he published a Book of 300
pages, divided in three parts, This is “Part One", already printed in
1904 in "Ceylon Sessional Papers 1904", and it contains "General Papers"
1887-1904, about the Maldive Islands and its relations to Ceylon,

The whole book is (was), as far as I have found out, in two known copies
in the entire world, One in "Colombo Museum Library", Ceylon, and the
other in "Foreign and Commonwealth Office", London, The copy in London
disappeared in 1984 and no one seems to be able to find it, The copy in
Colombo is so far in good hands, but impossible to microfilm as the
Museum's head-man the "Department of National Archives" is in the hands
of incompetent directors, [ Not the Museum 1]

"Part Two" contains "Political Papers 1964-1910.‘ ca, 100 P, and
"Part Three" contains "Miscellaneous Papers 1904-1910," ca, 100 P,
In due time they will be put out in these series, [ ENGLISH 1

' RELATING TO

THE MAGDIVE ‘ISLANDS.
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THE MALDIVE ISLANDS.

No. 1.

Captain R. M. Lloyd, R.N,, to Governor the Hou, Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.ALG.
H.)M.S, Briton,

Malé, Maldive Islands,
February 23, 1857,

Youi EXCELLENCY,—I[ HAVE the honour to lorward for yonr information an account of the
state of affuirs at this port. ) .

2. Acting on the suggestions contained in the memorandum with which you were good
enough to furnish me, I made such inquiries as seewmed desirable: (1) of the de fucto Ciovernment:
(2) of the principal Bombay merchants; (3) I also interviewed both the present and ez-Sultans.

3. On anchoring (10 a.)1.) I was waited on by the so-called Regent Ibrahim Didi, and, having
ascertainsd the state of the Government, saluted the flag in the customary manner, which was
returned, .

4. In the afternoon I visited the Sultan Mubammad Mabaigemedin. ‘The impression he gave
me was an unfavourable one. He seemed u very nervons and shy young man of about twenty-four
years of age, and o mere puppet in the hands of men like Ibrahim Didi and others of his own relatives
of a higher intelligence than the ordinary natives. He looked very delicate (almost idiotic), and
chewed betelnut constantly, There was some little ditficulty in conversing with him, as his replies
were given in short whispers, and the Maldivian interpreter supplied from the Secretariat is not very
experienced in the worl. but he (the Sultan) stated thut he hoped **he should always preserve the

friendship of our Queen.” -
5. I attach my original minutes of the interviews with the merchants, also of one with

Ibrahim Didi.

6. Asto the latter, he fully admits the suzerain rights of Her Mujesty, as exercised through
yourself (as did also the Sultan and ex-Sultan), and in this connection | may say that I kept your
13xcellency’s views very carefully before ms, and that the admissions miule as to suzerainey weve
entirely spontaneous and in no sense torced by me.

7. 'There are no traces of political intervention on the part ot Dr. Rosset or any other
foreigners or Powers. .

8. There has been no attempt to malke a coaling depdt since chat alluded to in your memo-
randum as having occurred some years bacl, nor have any such causes anything to do with the
downfall of the late Sultan.

9, The change of Sultins would seem to have been almost a family arrangement, bue it is one,
I contess, I have been unable to comprehend. On one hand. chere is some evidence to show that the
ez-Sultan was greatly in debt to the Bombay merchants, us were also his subjects ; thut he favoured
the former, and that his family (or a section of it) with their many supporters disapproved of this;
and on these grounds and on those of ill-health (which are very apparent) he consented to resign in
favour of his nephew. It is difficult to realize the effect of such a change, as the Sultan’s advisers
(Ibrahim Didi arnd others—all relatives) remain much as Lefore, and as Ibrahim Didi controls the
Customs and Revenues his voice in all matters must be powerful. On the other hand, the ez-Sultan
is a man of intelligence and presence, incomparably above his successor. He does not appear to
be unpopular, and is even now on friendly terms with the presens Sultan (his nephew) and his
advisers. I cannot therefore offer any solution of this probler.

10. I undersiand thaé letters® are on their way to Your Excellency from the Sultan and
Ibrahim Didi reporting more tully as to the recent changes and state of affuirs. I have been shown
the original of the latter's, but so tar have not been able to get a translation, which would probably
have helped me in summarizing matters.t ;

11. With regard to Ibrahim Didi, he appears to be an Euglisn subject, but was born in the
Maldives and lived there many years before his eight years' residence in Galle. Hedenies that he is
Regent or Prime Miuister, but siates that the accident of his relationship to the reigning family, his
former residence in an English place and association with its inhabitants, have thrust him forward in
correspondence (the natives generally being ignorant and uneduacated); that he always does his best
to support English authority and to preserve friendly relations. He says most emphatically that it
would be a great boon if England would exercise more power and interfere more actively iu the
ioternal atfairs of the Maldives (that the simple and unedncated natives do not understand our non-
intervention). This, indeed, is the exptessed opinion of all alike, Sultans and their followings
merchants and theirs. The ez-Sultan dwelt very strongly on this point, and was most plaintive in
his appeal, saying it was the only.way to save the codntry from ruin. For myself I venture to add
?h..ntmli til:iiny: some mode of intervention, more palpable t?mn at present, would be beneficial to both

8 Maldivians and ourselves. I speak advisedly, and with Your Excellency’s ruling before me that
there is no dlap.osit.ion' to extend the authority of England as suzerain. I feol that, having entrusted
me with a mission of inguiry, you will be pleased also to have my opinions, however crude,

. < o i '
lteply to Colonial Sesretary's letter, February 1, 1887, T Since read to me. I have no remarks,

113-03
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12, A rather curious fact was brought to my notice wheun I landed, viz., the destrglcnion _by
tire of the whole of the Bombay merchants’' and Galle traders' quarter godowns and boutiques, the
former of which are situated within a walled compound outside the fort, and the lacter on thL} b_each
hordering the inner harbonr separated by another wall, butin close proximity to the other huildings.
These ure all bamboo und wat structures, 'Chis fire oceurred ubout the 7oh February, and its oceurrencs
runs strangely on a parullel with Ibrahin Didi's threats und warnings to the mevchants, und it was
ouly on this day or the preceding one that they had refusel to sign an agreement us to their with-
drawal, or to piy u luwup sum of money in lien of all yearly taxation und dues. There is some
unconlirmed evidence to show that the fire wus wantonly caused by a native servunt of one of the
Bombay merchants,® who had removed his goods priov to the conflagration. I cannut find ground for
such an acton his part.  There are some ten Galle traders (settlers)—small shopkeepers— who clnim to
have lost three-fourths of their goods.

13, Theidenr of Ibrahim Didi'stofree hisconntryund people from debt does not seem altogether
unjustitiable, though his munner of attempting it by driving nway merchants wlo have traded with
them for many years cannot be supported, Wherever I have mot men of the class of the merchunts
agents here, whether at Zanzibar, Enst Coast of Africa, Aden, ov elsewhere, they always seemed to e
to have ucquired Jewish hubits and to prey upon the poor people, who, were soon within their clutches,
whether by money lending, barter, ov the objectionable truek system, Then, when the lowest depth
of poverty aud indebledness is reached, reaction setsin, und there is an attempt to throw off the yole
and to repudiate. This stage wonld seem to have been veached lere, though I am free to '-1‘(]11115 there
was nothing present to the eye that would in the least indicite a poverty-stricken population.

14, [trust I have now laid Lefore Your Excellency all the intelligence T huve been able to
gather, mul thas my own observations may not have heen misplaced. I have mude‘neic!:er promises
nor threats during my inguiries, and it is distinetly understood thac the several points in dispute or
ander diseussion will be luid betore yon. Ihave. however, taken occasion to impress upon _Ibl'all_l.:m
Didi in conversation the great necessity that exists for the proper care and protection ot British
subjects and the iinger of interference with legitimute commerce, aud be has undertalen in allthings
to bn guided by Your Excellency’s ruling ov advice,

15, There have been no shipwreclks here for some three years past. ) )

16. The inrerpreters from your Sscretariac are being properly cared tor on shore, and will
return with this letter by the ss. # Ceylon.”

I have, &ec..
_— RODNEY M. LLOYD,

Captain,

Eneloswre in No. 1.
MINUTES of Inquiry on Board H.ALS, Briton at Malé, February 22, 1837,

1.—NurBHOY M003aJEE, Agent for Trebbhay Essajee (nt Colombu), representing firm of
Carimjee Jatferjee & Co.:—

Question 1.—"Trade depressed. He has been ut variouns times—four years, three years, and a
tew monchs—residing here. Knows noching abont reasons for change of Government. His erade not
affacted by it.  On 2ud Februavy a fire broke ouc in the godowns in the buck comnpound aeabout 4 4,31
It conrained coir rope, oil (cocoanut), &c:  Does not kuow who firse discovered the tive, They had
only time to save themselves and what they could tuke in their hands. Tom-tom was beaten (as
customary) to summeon the inhubitants, who came, but gave no assistance. This five spread into the
shops on the beach in compound beyond the wall and entirely burnc them out, aiso burnt a portion
of Maldive quarter, in which sume of their gowds were stored, He was che greacest sutferer, sone
L£3.0:0 or £22.000.f as he states. There is a custom-honse. Ibrahim Didi receives eustems dues.
They ure puid in kind (stared as one-twelfsh), noe in cash, Most for vice as heaviest, Does not feel
safe here. Says the fire must have been intentional, us it was not a dwelling-house where it broke
oat. Has been warnedi to leave the Island by April. Since this fire, has been told by Ibrabim Didi
they could remain,

Have not seen the Sultan, and have no dirvect communication with him. Everything puasses
through Ibrahim Didi. They have no secarity tor their goods in present thatched howses; require
brick or stone buildings.

2.—ALLYBHOY, Agent for Seikh Treb Abdoolally of Coiombo, representing the Airm of
Jeevinjie Noorbhoy of Bombay :—

Question 1.—Trade fairly good. Has been off and ou here for the lust fwency-seven years.
Last time fourteen months. The ez-Sultun wished to keep the Bombay merchants here, but Ihrahim
Didi and the others would nov hear of it, and for this reason they deposed him. The ez-Sultan owes
his Arm aud others o good deal of mouey. They hoped to be repaid by the dues levied on buggalows
(from ten fo tweniy come a year; charged Rs. 40 each), also in cowries and coir, Ibrubim Didi
gave e notice to leave at the beginning of the south-west monsoon (April) and to discontinue trading
altogether, and asked me to sign a bond to this effect. I did not do so. The ex-Sultan also advised
not. Ibrahim Didi objects to their remaining longer than a few months at a time. The natives are
heavily in their debt§. Would be paid—ifasall—in fish. They ave very poor. They ure in great fear
of fires.] Since the last hire they have been allowed to go on trading as before. Tire occurred on
drd February in the shop ot Carimjee Jufferjee at 4 4.31,, when tbey woke and found all in Aames.
Tom-tom beaten. No assistance given. Fire spread to stores on beach, and all burnt. Two houses

(empiy) of Maldivians burnt,and one house with their goods in Maldive uarter destroyed. D t
know who did it; it was not accidental. 8 ? Toyed, Beesno

* Name in Minutes,

3 Four months' notice f. N i
t A lao of rupees nearly, $ Tontlyy e

4 Ine 3 .
§ Truck system apparently. {Jcendlacy.
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Lstimates Lis lods (seveu houses uud contens) at £:4,000 or £5,000 sterling.”  Aske our inter-
vention to prevent their being seni:nway and trade siopped. Nativesare very unruly and threatening
vothem. They require stone or brick houses for safety. Twenty-two British subjects have left Malé
since the lust Are, being afraid to stay. Confirms the detention of his vessel (eleven days) mentioned
in Government documents and his original letter.

The vessel was sent uway without unloading to Colombo, two men being sent in her to repors
the last destrnction of everrthing by fire and report to the Governor.

3.—M00SAGHI RAHIMANJIEE, representing the firm of Carimnjes Adumjee of Colombo and
Ghoolam Husseim Abdhool Khadir of Bombay :—

Questinn L—Trade bad., Firm hoas been established here for fwenty-four years, Remains
three o tour years at a time. Says se-Sultan was fuvourable to Bowmbay werchunts, as was his
father, Yas forcibly (deposed by Ibrahim Didi and others. Hag been warned Ly Ibrahim Didi to
leave in four months (original notice), and hus vefused entry to is ships. ‘The great fire happened
early in the morning. They saved their books and what they stood up in. Does not know who did
it, Has no enemies, except Ibraham Didi and a few. The Maldive natives lilke ihe Bombay
merchants. TFire could not have been accidental,. Estiinates his loss at over £5,000 sterlingt
Has property in the fort of vnlue of half a lac also. The ground is Sultan's. They build on
it. Suggests that they were burnt out because they would not sign Ibrahim Didi's bond
promising to quit. The fire occurred the same night or following as the signature wasasked of them.
After the fre they went o Ibrahim Didi and asked his protection. which he rvefused. They have
other bugealows coming, and ave afraid to land their goods. Since the fire, has been told he can
stop anil go on érading.,  Want to be allowed to have good briek buildings and to live here with the
same privilege ns before. Suys that the Muldive naiives who worlk for his fivm have heen ill-treated
ancl beaten by [hvahim Didi's ovders, tied ap to trees, &e.

1, —MALEKJEE ABDOOLALLY, representing the firm of Shailk Hyptulla Bay Abdoolally,
Colombo and Bombay :— '

(Juostion 1.—Does good trade, Has heen established here one and a half vear. Believes late
Sultan was deposed because he showed favour ¢o the Bombay wmerchants. The change has not
affecred his business. Ibrahim Didi has told him to elear out with all his goods in three months,
the reason heing that he was asked to lend a lac of rupees at Ibrahim Didi's snggestion, which he
refused. All their godowns and honses were burnt down at abonr 4 1., 2nd and 3rd February.
T'om-roms beaten, bus no help given. The natives threw stonesac their people and looted what they
conld and ran away., Hesaw one of his boxes in the hands of a native. Estimaies his lossat £1.500.
Fire could noct have been accidental.. Keeps some of his stores in the Fort. Did not lose all, The c2-
Sultan had given him a house some time ago, and he huiltanosher. Ibrahim Didiand three others
govern the country. Snlian has nothing to say. Ther vequire security for their persons and
property, anl even their dovuments (shipping, &e.) are tampered with and altered. Good buildings
required. Nutives ave generally friendly to them,

5, —IBRAIMJEE VALLEEJEE, Agenc tor Adamjee Luckmanjes, Colombo :—

Question 1.—Hns bLeen established here three years, Trade not so good us previously. The
ex-Sultan was kindly disposed to the Bombay merchants, and Ibrvahim Didi and others deposed him.
The er-Saltan owed him nothine, but his acconniés have not been balanced.? Since the change of
Government has received ovders ro leave the place altogerher in four monthe and give np trading,
Ibrahim Didi told them all that they must sign an agreement to :his effect. Ibvahim Didiis i:ﬁ
charge of the revenues. and told them they must understand he intended to increase all the dues.

His charge was not fixed, they paid in kind., One-twelfth would be the charge. ILrahim Didi
¢laimed to take what he liked, and has levied duties on other zoods very recently.

States fire broke ont one evening (2nd February) and was extinguished the next morning very
early : all was burnt down, He estimartes his loss at £700 to £300. Some of his property was in the
Fort, but moss was burnt. Fire conld not have been accidental. Cannot sav who did it. Did not see )
any looting, or people beiny sroned ov ill-treated. He saved about Rs. 50070t cloth, copper e¢ash, &e
Is afraid to stop here. Has a buggalow now waiting teo land goods, but the risk is too great a‘s he'
does not know what might happen. Before the fire asked for police protection (which he :\vould
pay tor), but was refused. Were only permitted to land cargo from these vessels by Ibrahim Didj if
thev signed u bund to say thexr wonld leave in three or fonr months. This was éenemllr refused
They ask for hrick- or stone-built godowns and proper security for their residence. as now theynlre;
frightened to remain. Natives in general are friendly. This unfavourable state of affairs with
regard to f-]rmle has heen increasing for the last three or four vears. and has been worse for the last
four months,

6.—IBRAHIM DIDI.

Question 1.—Firstly, thirty yeurs ago there was one Bombay firm. th i |
another came, He himself was born in Maié. Lived eight yearsin Ceylon ; wente&eiinwgg;riea\fvt:;
about thivty. Considershimselfa British snbject. Has heen now three vearsin Malé, durine all wbi(h
he hgs l_nelr.l ‘r.he position ot Prime Minister, but does not hold it in adresponsible \‘v;w ’%‘l;e SultC
nominates 'h1_s own Council-the number being increased according tn the impor‘t'\ncehl;f the subj a?
Ibrihim ]?1_(11 h:u_’. charge of revenue and customs and can deal with all small nmtt‘ers' He h 1111 Jfg ,
sume position with present Sultan as he did with 2z-Sultan. by whom he was ap‘l;ointed OS;H‘AE

abdicated through quarrels st S 2 eli :
Both pn;t.ies.wug quarrels awmongst themselves. and the people disliked him. Ts closaly related to

* Half a lne. T Half lac rupees. 1 Truek *ystem



64

4 CEYLON SESSIONAL PAPERS, 1904.

States that the Maldive uatives ave very poor, and are greatly 'in the debt of the Bombay
merchants, who have now so greatly increased in number. ] ) .

When there were fewer of them the Maldivians had money of their own, and were generally in
hetter circumstances. The Government also became greatly in their debt, whichl is increasing every
year. Formerly they traded according to the monsoons. Sold what they could in the' thrge or four
months, and took away what remained. Now they attempt to remain permanently. Their country
is in a state of bankruptey, and by reverting to the former conditions of foreign trade the tone ot
his people would be raised and their borrowing propensities would be lessened., The Bombay
merchants, having the Maldivian people entirely in their power, charge what they please, and they are
ashamed to face them. He says distinctly and furcibly that they wish the Ceylon Government to ook
into this unhappy stale of affairs and to help thewm, if possible, out of their strait. ‘

He assembled all che merchants and told them that the country was so heavily in debt chat he
tound it necessary to increase the dues, Nothing.was then decided. A month afier he again asked
them, when they wished to know what the Government required. When he (Ibrabim Didi) asked
if five of them together would pay a lump snm (one lac) yvearly to Governmment to be relieved of all vent
and taxation and customs dues. Three days afterwards he saw them, und they were not all agreed.

He lovied o dutyin kind of one-twelfth op all goods imnported. The buggalow ** Gungah
Pakavit” that arrived meanwhile he refused permission to trade® till some arrangemens had been
come to, and they had signed the necessary document. Meanwhile the ship left.t .

Has full knowledge of the fact of a fire having burnt out the whole of the Bombay merchants
buildings, godowns, and boutiques, but no assistance was possible, though he sent his people. It was
not an accident. Nothing known of missing Ambassador.

States further with regard to the fire they held u meeting of the Council and asked the
Maldivians who were in the employ of the Bombay and Galle merchants what they knew about it,
The servants of Joedeen and Tsmaljees (Maldiviuns) wers emplored in that quarter, They stated
that they heard that the Bombay merchants were untavonrable to Ibrahim Didi and his Governinent,
and burnt the place.

One Mahomet Ally (Bombay man) is said to have bhuwenr i, and he made known this te rhe
Bombay merchants.

No. 2.

His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands w Governor the Hon. Sir A, F, Gordon, G.CALG,
Lianslation.
Malé,

THOUSANDS of salutacions to the friemdly Governovr ac Colombn from the newlv-crowned Sultan
of the Maldives, Mnhawmad Muin-ud-din,

We beg to inform Your Excellency that a letter was received by Ibrahim Dorhinrena Kiluku-
fani, un officer appointed to supevintend the proper performance of the revenue duiies of the
Government and the intevests of the islanders, from the Colonial Secretary of the Cclonial Seereta Iy's
Office, who assists Your Excellency in the Government. When this letter was read to us we came o
understand that we were wrong in not having infurmed Your Excellency of what transpired here as
the result of dissatisfuction among the people. The chiefs did not iuform us that anything thac
happened here was of a serious nature. There was nothing that appeared to us sevions, A true il
correct account of what aciually transpired lLere is given by the Dovhinrena in bis letter to the
aforesaid gentleman (the Lieutenant-Governor) sent by the beaver of this.

If Your Excellency considers that we ave to blame in that we assumed the Sultanaca in the
way we did, we beg that wa may be pardoned. When we were sorvowing over the Jdestruction Iy
fire of the shops of the merchants and the houses of certain natives of the Island the letter from the
Colonial Secretary was received. As that gentleman in his leiter expressed that a mission was
expected from us we send Muhammad Rana Bandari Kilukufani and Segu Muhammad Nauibu Tuttu,
& functionary under the Fandiyiur (IKazi) here from the time of our grandfather, to explain matters.
Of these two, Segu Muhammad Naibn Tuttn is senior.

We beg Your Excellency will be pleased to grant them an nudience and to entertin anv request
they may desire to make. ’

Dated the 19th day of Jamad-ul-avval, [ Bears seal of 3. Mubhammad Muin-nd-din.]

No. 3.

His Highness the Sultan of :he Maldive Islands to Governor the Hon. Sir A, H, Gordon, G.C.)LLG,
Translation.

) SUL’I_‘.{.\' Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, son of Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din, having reigned (tor a
period of) five years and one month, and seeing that he eanunot agree with the chief otficers of the
realm, has, in order that he may preserve peace among the people and averi the calamity which, he
:mucl.pated, would result from his continuance as Sultan, willingly, in the presence of the t|hen
Fandiyarus (Chief Priests) of the Maldives, Alkazi Ismail and Nulkazi Ibrahim Jad-ud-din as
witnesses, 5iel1vered. over the Sultanate to, and abdicated the throne in favour of, Muhuinmad
Muin-ud-din, son of Hasan Is-ud-din, who is a son of the (late) Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din
This cpncxlintory document was written by Naibu Isa, son of An-Naibhu Muhammad, at the rec ueai
and with the permission of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din. ' A

Dated 19th day of Jamad-ul-avval, {Bears seuls of both Sultans.]

" Detained cieven dnys, T Alter the fire,
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No. 4.

Governor the Hon, Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.)M.G., to the Right Hon. Siv, H. T, Holland, Bart.,
M.P., G.C.M.G.
Queen’s Cottage, Nuwara Eliya,
Miscellaneous.—No, 171, Ceylon, April 22, 1887,

S1R,—I HAVE the homnour to enclose for your information the copy of a report recently
addressed to me by Captain Rodney Lloyd, R.N., H.M.S. Briton, with respect to certain recent
occurrences in the Maldive Islands.*

2. Complaints were in February lust mude to me by native merchants trading at Malé that a
revolution had tulken place in the Muldives, which had resulted in the dethronement of the Sultun
and the establishment of a Regency under one Ibrahum Didi, who had directed all traders, except
those of one single Bombay firm, to leave Mulé, granting them only a short delay for the arrange-
ment of their affuirs previous to their expulsion.

3. While these complaints were still under consideration H.M.S. Briton arrived at
Colombo, and I received by her a letter from Rear<Admiral Sir F. Richards, E.C.B., Commander-
in-Chief on the East [ndian Station, informing me that he had directed the * Briton" to call at the
Maldives on her way to Zanzibar, and that Captain Lloyd would take any letters or persons whom I
might desire to send there, and generally give e any assisiance I might desire to obtain from him,

4. Igladly availed myself of this offer to request Captain Lloyd to investigate the circumstances
attending the so-called revolution, and this he readily undertool: to do.

5. The result was the report enclosed, which you will, I hope, agree with me in considering
s highly creditable to Captain Lloyd’s good sense and judgment.

6. The so-called “revolution™ seems to have been a perfecily peaceable and apparently ami-
cable tamily acrangement, nor does any Regeucy seem to have besn established, although I have no
doubt Ibrahim Didi exercises practically supreme power in ihe Islands.

7. At the same time these transactions bring into clearer light the extremely indefinite nature
of the relations between Ceylon und the Muldives. From u time anierior to any existing records the

eople of the Maldives appear to have recognized the supremacy of Ceylon, and the suzerainty of the
Sinhalese Kings, which was acknowledged by the Jaldivians, has been held by them to devolve on
the subsequent rulers of Ceylon, the Dutch and the English. The Maldivians have not the leass
disposition to question their dependence on Ceylon, and in addition to the annual mission bearing
tribute from the Saltan, the recognition of the Ceylon Government is clearly looked upon as neces-
sory to the establishment of the validicy of the Sultan's title. At the same time thers is no written
instrument whatever on the subject of this protectorate, ov any written treaties or engagements
besween the Sultan and ourselves. If, therefore, n foreign power were to enter into treaty relations
with the Maldives and obtain the cession of a coaling station or naval depét, I think we might finl
some difficulty in suceesstully denying the Sultan's right to enter into such engagements. That he
should not enter into relutions with foreign powers is, I take it, all that we desive to secure by our

rotectorate.  'We can, of coarse, huve no wish to meddle inany way with the internal atfairs of the
Maldives, but the establishment there of a foreign power would be an inconvenience the occurrence
of which it is desirable etfectually to prevenrt.

3. I should be glad to lenrn the views und wishes of Her Majesty’s Government on this subject,
I believe thut if, a8 is probable, soine further inquiry is made into the indebreduness of the Maldivian
Government, anl an attempt mads to urrange macters beiween it and iis creditors, the traders,
amicably and equitably, no difficulty would be experienced in obtaining from the Maldivian
Government a formal recognition in writing of its dependence on the Government of Ceylon. an
undertaking that each new Sulian should receive investiture from the Governor of Ceylon, and an
acknowledgment of inability to enterinto relations with any foreign power, 'T'his, if granted readily—
as I have no doubet it would be, for it would simply bLe the reduciion to a formal shape of assurances
countinually given in letters and speeches—would be an amply sufficient protection against the
interference of any foreign power, und yet would not render necessary any interference on our part
with the internal affairs of the Island.

9. In addition to Caprain Lloyd's report, I enclose for vour information copies of recent
correspondencet between this Government and the Maldivian authorities, and also of o letter which
throws some light upon the pecuuiuwry embarrassimenis which have clearly been the chief cause of the
late troubles,

—_— I have, &e.,
Enclosure No. 1 in No, 4, 4 GORDON;
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to Ibrahim Didi.
February 1, 1887.

[ HAVE to inform our friend that disquieting news of disturbances in the Maldive Islands
has reachbed us, and that it is stated that the Government of the country has been upset, I have also
heard ¢hat some of the traders from Ceylon, who are British subjects, have been warned to leave the
Maldive Islands, and thas it is intended to give a monopoly of the trude to one particular firm.

I write, therefore, to ask our friend to send me, for the information of the Governor, a true
uccount of everyihing that has happened. My friend will undersiand that it is a serions matter to
upset the Goverament of a conniry which iz under the exclusive brotection of the Queen, exercisedl

* See No. 1.
t (1) To Ibrahim Didi, February 1, 1387 (see enclosure No. 1 in No, 1).
(2) From Ibrahim Didf, February 13, 1857 (ses enclosure No. 2 in No. 1),
(8) From Ibrahim Didi, February. 16, 1857 (see enclosure No. 3 in No, 4).
(4) To Ibrahim Didi, April 4, 1887 (see enclosure No, 4 in No. 1) ‘
E.-S) Stacements of two Eavoys from the Sultan of the Maldive [slands (see enclosure No. 3 in No, 1).
6) From the new Sultan, February 29, 1837 (%ee enclosure No. 6 in No, 4).
(7) To the late Sultan, March 30, 1857 (see enclosure No. 7 in No. 1),
(8) To the new Sultan, March 30, 1337 (see enclosure No. § in No, 1).
(9) From Carimjee Jafferjeo, March 31, 1357 (s¢e enclosure No, 9 in No. 4),
(10} Memorandum by JIr, A. M, Ashmore, March #1, 1387 (see enclosure No, 10 in No, ).
(11) Memorandum by 8ir O, C. Smith, Aypril 1, 1337 (see enclosure No. 11 in No. +).
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by the Governor of this Colony, without at least at once reporting to the Governor that such steps
have been taken and the reasons for them ; and should the news to which I have adverted be true,
a mission is no doubt now on its way here for that purpose. Our friend is also aware that it is an
equully serions matter to interfere with legitimate trade carried on by British subjects, and it is hoped
that the complaints which have been made to the Governor are without foundation.

With compliments to our friend, and requesting him to send a quick reply to this communica-
tion, for the matter is pressing.
- 1 bave, &e.,

C. C. SMITH.

Enclosure No, 2 in No, 4,
Ibrahim Didi to the Hon. the:Colonial Secretary.
‘ Malé in Maldives, February 13, 1887.

WITH MANY THOUSAND SALAAMS,—YOUR respected lettor dated lst February, 1887, reached
me on the 8th February, the contents of which we undersiood.

We explain to our worshipful protector the truth of what has happened here. The cause of
the abdication of the Sultan is as follows,

As the Sultan would not listen to the advice of the chiefs, some of the chiefs could no longer
live there (Malé), and-said that they must leave the Island owing to the hardships they had to undergo.

The Sultan hearing this resigned his throne of his own accord, notifying that he had ceased to
retain power as Sultan, and left the palace for a private residence built by himself, The people
gathered together and asked the Sultan why such a course had been taken, The Sultan explained to
the people that if some of the chiefs were to leave the place he could not any longer retain the
throne. He cared not for the wants of the people. He was quite indifferent to anvthing said by the
chiefs, would not listen to nor take any notice of their requests, nor did he return to the palace.
Seeing the Sultan’s action, the people thought that he wonld not adwminister the Government any
more. Therefore the inhabitants, with the consent of the ex-Sultan, nominated the present Sultan
on the 18th December, 1886. ’

‘The present Sultan Muhammad Muin-ud-din is the grandson of the old deceased Sultan. We
all expect to see the present Sultan reign with due propriery and justice.

It being proposed to raise a larger revenue at a meeting of ourselves und the few British
subjects trading heve, the following proposal was made :—To waive our claims to customs duties on
imyported goods and to obtain Rs. 100,000 yeurly from the merchunts in lieu thereof,

This we made known to all of them publicly and asked their consent, and further requested
them to find the sum required jointly or otherwise, This they all retnsed to do, except one firm.
which cume torward and consented to the proposal, promising to communicate to his head firm and
give an unswer, and afterwards, if the suggestions were approved, to go to Colombo and malke a
%oper agreement and continue trading. We have given four months’ time to arrange the matter.

‘e thought of informing you subsequently.

This took place on the 3rd Junuary, 1887, and while we were wuiting for an answer the other
merchants, who are against this arrangement, did as they pleased.

While maiters were in this state you heard somethingabout thisplace. Onthe morning of the
3rd February, at half past 4 o’cloel, pll the merchant shops and some of the Maldivians' houses
and other shops were burnt down, also the shops and houses belonging to this Government.

By this fire we sustained great loss. We heard that ten or twelve days previous to the burning
of the houses the shopkeepers and others were removing their goods to other pluces by nighs, We
also heard the people say that the houses were burnt down by the merchants themselves, as thev toolk
the precantion to remove their goods previously, '

After this occurrence we und some others jointly made investigation as to how this happened,
and were informed that some of the servants who were working in the godowns of one Mohamet Allv
and of Ismailjee had set fire to the houses. :

We informed Mohamet Ally of this in the presence of the witnesses who gave us the
information, but did not question him, nor did he say anything, Mohamet Allv and other Bombay
people will soon go to Colombo. ) i

Hoping to hear from our worshipful protector of onr sufety.

A. I. DIDI.

——

Enclosure No. 8 in No, 4.
Ibrahim Didi to the Hon, the Colonial Secretary.

Malé, Maldives, February 16, 1887,

MANY salutations to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary Sir Cecil C. Smith.

Your honour's letter dated 1st February was received on theSth of that month, and its contents
were read and naderstood. By the buggalow Gunja Padarat the Sultan has sent & letter through
I&Iuh.ammml Rana Bandari Kilukufaniand Segn Muhammadu Naibu Tuttu,and with it I, too, have se'gnt
a lec:er.- I have also sent another letter through Taibu, the tindal of the buggalow a'ckn::)\\;]ednin
the receipt of your honour's and asking for time to reply to it, These letters will re:'tchvou Ix?thg
letter adc}ressed by rour honour to me, your servant, it is said that I ought to have known that lI should
communicate, at least subsequently, what transpired here, I earneétly beg that I may b‘ ard . {d
if any I;Lla?}i 13 attach;d to me for thé delay in replying. : s ¥ EEERInIR

As I had no order or permission (from to write to a pe g 1 y iti
I remained silent, though sorry, bhinkirggthat ITam n)nworthv to “})rilt-zotnoa?gl?.f }%vl}ﬂmg?:r ; 110511;_:_0:1,
I trust your honour will extend to me your assistance and favour. ) RERE

- Tam, &e.,
IBRAHIM DIDI (son of Alj Didi).
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Enclosure No. 4 in No. 4,
The Hon, the Colonial Secretary to Ibrahim Didi.
) ‘ April 4, 1887,

I HAVE the pleasuve to ackuowledge clie receipt of m}"t'rialld's letter of the ll5'r.h February
relating to the abdication of the ¢z-Sultan and the elecciou_ of his successor, t.o_gether with informacion
48 to certuin mucters connected with the trade of the Muldive Islands. My friend has fully explained
matters of importance, and I have understood whut he has written.

The Governor has replied to the letters of the Sultan and the ez-Sultan, and it does not
become me to say anything in regard to the change in the Governmens of tho country, except to add
my best wishes for the prosperity of the country under its new Sultan. .

But regarding the trade and the proposals thut huve been made in ovder to raise a lurger
revenue, I would point out to my friend thar, although there may be sowe temporary benefic from
creating the monopoly which it is proposed to establish, the inevitable result will in a few years be
that the Lull of trade will diminish and the revenue of the country will seriously sulfer,

Further, it must not be overloolked that should the foreign trade be placed in the handsof one
firm, the ancient custom of the country by which the British subjects have for many years past hud
the privilege of carrying on their trading concerns on terms of equality one with nnot'uar_will be
upset. Many complnaints on this subject have recently been made to the Governor, who will look
with great distavour on any special trading privileges being granted to any British subject to the
exclusion of other British subjects,

I write cthis solely in the interests of my friend’s conntry, and in order to avoid dilliculties und
iroubles occurring in the fnture, which may result in disastrous consequences. I have, however,
learnt about the reasons for desiring to change the present system of trade, and I will write you at a
later dute on the subject. I send my best compliments to my friend.

C. C. SMITH.

* Enclosure No, 5 in No, 4,
STATEMENTS of two Envoys from the Sultan of the Maldive Islunds.

Mearch 26, 1887,

SEGU MUHAMMADU NaIBU TOTTT, Clerk under the Judge, selected by the Sultans,
Ibrahim Didi, and all the people to come over to Ceylon.

I HAVE ounly to (o with writing work, and koow nothing about the trade. I only heawd char
some correspondence was going on besween [, Didi and the Bombay merchants on the zubject.

Mereh 30, 1887,
MuHaMMAD (Rana Bandari Kilulkufani*) of the Order of Didi.

Through the Bombay merchants trading all the rear round the Government and people have
all become very poor.

The Government wish to rever: to the old system of trade, under which trade was only carried
on for four months in the year, February to May, If trade with the Bombay merchants goes onall the
year, the natives  have no room to trade;" internally and externally,

The system was changed about twenty years ago

The Government wishes to stop the present system until the Government is clear of debt.
It is heavily indebte:l to che Bombay merchancs. The debrs amount to over Rs, 30,000 by the
Government, The greuter pare is due to Carimjee Jafferjee & Co. Tt does not matter who has the
monopaly. [t was only proposed to give it to Carimjee Juiterjee & Co., becanse they only offered to
give Ha. 100,000 for the customs revenne,

5 So soon as Carimjee Jutferjee & Co. are paid off the old system will be reverted to as regards
trade.

The customs now produce about Rs. 30,000 a year. Carimjee Jafferjee & Co. would malke
their prolit by trading all the your round, the other Bombay merchauts only tvading for four months.
Nothing has yet been settled. In my own opinion, if all the Bombay merchants would agree to
subscribe the money required aud to trade on the proposed terms, it would be the best course.
Afterwards to revert to the old system.

The system of tradle between the Government and the Bombay merchants is one of credit,
seitled by the payment of yearly instulments out of the revenue.

The Bombay merchants are now pressing for their debts. Carimjee Jafferjes & Co. huve been
trading for che longest time. and the greacter portion of the Government debt is due to them. They
are pressing for paymens. Ac the present rate there is no hope of paying off the debt. The revenue
Is far short of the amount of the debts. The only object the Government has in desiving to change
the system is to enable the debt to be paid off.

What the Government geis from the Bombay merchants ave the necessaries of life, /.., rice,
curry stuifs, stutfs, &e. In return we give the produce of the Islands. It is insufficient. The
produce is fish (dried), cocounuis. cowries, and coir. If the Bombay merchants were only allowed
to trad_e for tour mounths, the natives for the rest of the time would, as heretofore, trade with foreign
countries. In past years tweniy-eight guntiras (vessels) belonging to the natives traded with
Ceylon, and now only four or five so trade. They bring produce here for the Bombay merchants.
‘They used to bring their own goods and trade on their own account. Both Government and private
vessels so traded.

The only request that I wish to make is that a decision may be come to that will tend to the
benefit of the country. It is now very poor.

This is all I have to say. There are ive Bombay firms trading with Malé.

C- 0 A 4
Mareh 20, 1837, C. SMITH.

* Official appointment.
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Enclosure No. 6 in No. 4.
His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives to Governor the Hon. Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.
Malé, Maldives, February 29, 1887,

MANY thousand salaams from Sultan Ibrahim Nur-nd-din to his gracious protector His
Excellency the Governor at the rising capital of Colombo, . ) )

We beg that Your Excellency will protect us by extending to us the friendship and favour
hitherto enjoyed (by us). When any misfortune befalls us we find ourselves utterly helpless without
Your Excellency's favour and assistance. We saw the Captain of the man-of-war sent hither by
Your Excellency, and from the Captain we understood that Your Excellency, in the exercise of your
goodwill towards us, sent him to inquire into what had happened heralmt.h regard'to ourselves,
and we gave him all the information we could. We beg that our affuirs may receive the same
consideration and protection in the future as in the past. .

Herewith we send a small present—a mat of this country make—and beg that it may be nccepted,
though it ig too trifling and unworthy to be sent to a graat personage lilce Your Excellency. Salaams.

SULTAN IBRAHIM NUR-UD-DIN ISKEANDAR
(Son of Snltan Muhammad Imad-ud-din).

Enclosure Nuv. 7 in No. 4.

Governor the Hon. Sir A. . Gordon, G.C.ML.G., to His Highness the late Sultan of the Maldives.
March 30, 1887.

WHILE [ regret to hear that Your Highuess has ceased to reign as Sultan o:c’ the Muldives, vet
T am gratified to learn that the changes which have been made have beeu_made with your consent, .
Now that I am fully informed of all that has occurred, I have written to your successor His
Highness the Sultan promising ro continune to him and to hi;; people the procection.and countenance
afforded to the former Sultans and to the people of the Maldives, and expressing satisfaction that the
change was made peacefully and gﬁth ycil:tr coinfsent. Thanking Your Highness for your present, and
i h ur Highness may have a long life.
boping thIk o 7 . A. H. GORDON.

Fncloswre No. 8 in Nu. 4.

Governor the Hon. Sir A, H. Gordon, G.C.)L.G., to His Highness the Sultan of the Mallives,
March 30, 1887,

I HaVE had great pleasuré and satisfacsion in receiving the explanations that Your Highness has
laid betore me of the recent events in your dominions, and am gratified to learn that the changes
which have been effected have been made peaceably and with the consent of the late Sultan and of the
chiets and people. Now that [ ltnow all that has taken place, and that the change made is with the
consent and by the desire of the former Sultan, I have grear pleasure and gratification in recognizing
Your Highness as Sultan of the Muldives,and Ishall continue to Your Highnessand Your Highness's
people the same proteciion which former Sultans have received from me and from former Governors
of Caylon. May Your Highness enjoy a long and prosperans reign.

A. H.GORDON.
Enclosure No. 9 in No, 4,
Carimjee Jafferjee to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.,
. Colombo, March 31, 1837,
HoXNOURED SIR,—IX reference to the conversation I had with your Assistant Mr. Ashmore lust
evening, I beg to state the following for your information,
That I have lent money from time to time as well as goods, amounting together to the value of
about Rs. 100,000 (one hundred thousand vupees), to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands.
Your honour is also undoubtedlr aware of the fire which recently tool place in the Maldive
Islands, and in consequence thereof the whole of my stock-in-trade, together with every little trinket
in my business place, were compleiely burnt by the said tire, and I have thereby sustained n heavy loss

of about Rs. 35,000 (eighty-five thousand rupees).
Therefors I beg to leave this statement for your honour's entire discretion and judgment.

I beg, &e.,
————  perpro. CARIMJEE JAFFERJEL,

T. ESSAJEE.
Enclosure No. 10 in No. 4.

MEMORANDUM by Mr, A, M. Ashmore.

S. T. ABDULALLY says that in last October the debt was Rs. 60,000 roughly. Since that more
may have been incurred, but does not know.

Cannot tell how much of the Rs. 60,000 was due by Sultan and how much by State. (I have
pressed them, but they will not say.)

The import duties are 10 per cent. at Malé, There is no export duty.

Suggests that the State debt be paid in five annual instalments.  He estimates the annual
revenue of the Government of Malé at Rs. 100,000 a year. He says that the importsinto the Maldives
are about ten lacs of rapees worth, and that the Government takes a tithe,

The “money due by the nation " isdue b individuals, not by the Stata, - #“ 5
due by the Sultan ™ is the only State debt. v ¥ =5 .Fhe SRS ey
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I have explained to the people (there are three of them) thai Government has nothing to do
with what they call ¥ money due by the nation.”
They say they Jesire—
(1) That the monopoly be not allowed.
(2) That they be allowed to build secure houses, i.e., of stone, &c., so as to guard their

goods.
(3) If they get (1) and (2) they can continue their business and recover their money of
their own selves—they will keap up their business and recover gradually.

They have heen inuch harissed, and have received four months’ notice to quit.
March 31, 1857, A, M. ASHMORE.

Enclosure No. 11 in No. 4.
MEMORANDUNM by Sir C, C. Smith,
THESE papers (Carimjee Jafferjee’s) give somse idea of the indebtedness of the Government.
The only suggestion that it occurs to me to make is that a Commissioner should besent to Malé
to make a full investigation into the claims, and to endeavour to make some sort of settlement.
Doubtless the Bombay merchants have been squeezing the Government, and if so, they should be
required to reduce their claims. Itoughtto be possible to arrange that whatever has to be paid shall
Le paid by instalments. .
April 1, 1887, C. C. SMITH.

No. 5.

The Right Hon. Sir H."T. Holland, Bart., M.P., G.C.M G., to Governor the
Hon. Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.

Ceylon.—No, 190, Downing street, June 20, 1387.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 171 of the 25th of
April last, enclosing a copy of a report recently nddressed to you by Captain Rodney Llovyd of Her
Majesty’'s ship Briton respecting certain recent oceurrences in the Maldive Islands,

I have read Captain Lloyd’s report with interest, and I enclose a copy of u somewhat fuller
report of his visit to the Maldives made by Captain Lloyd to the Admiralty.

I agree with you that Captain Lloyd displayed good sense and judgment while making his
inquiries into the state of affairs in the Islands.

With regard to the observations you offer relative to the indefinite relations that exist between
Ceylon and the Maldives, I concur with you in the opinion that all that Her Majesty's Government
desire to secure by a protectorate is that the Sultan should not enter into relations with foreign
powers without their previous consent, but beyond that they can have no wish to meddle in any way
in the internal atfairs of the Islands. .

I am not desirous that our protectorate should assume such a formal character as to
call for the establishment of a Resident in the Islands, or necessitate our taking any more direct atep
in the conduct of the Government of the Islands, but you have my authority for proceeding in the
manuer indicated in the Sth pavagraph of your despatch, with a view to obtaining from the Maldivian
Government (i.) a formal recognition in writing of its dependence on the Government of Ceylon ; (ii.)
an undertaking that each new Sultan should reccive investiture from the Governor of Cevlon ; and
(iii.) an acknowledgment of inability to enter into relations with any foreign power.

I have, &e.,
H. T. HOLLAND.

Enclosure in No. §.

The Admiralty to the Colonial Office.
M 1,271, Admiralty, June 2, 1887,

SIR.—I AM commanded by My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit for the

intormation of the Secretary of State for the Colonies copy of a latisr from the Commanding Officer

of H.ALS. Briton, duted the 24th February, respecting the state of affairs at Malé, Maldive Islands.
A similar letter has been sent to the India Otfice.

I am, &ec..
e EVAN MACGREGOR,

Sub-Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 3.
Captain R. M. Lloyd to Rear-Admiral Sir Frederick W, Richards, K C.B., Commander-in-Chief.

H.MLS. Briton at sea,
Lat, 34° 3' N., long, 69° 59’ E.,

) February 24, 1887,
State of A fairs at Malé, Maldive Islands.

SIR,—1 HAVE the honour to report that in compliance with your orders I anchored at Malé
the Sultan's Isl_:md of the Malldive group, on the morning of the 2lst instant, having also beer;
requested by. His Excellency Sir A. Gordon, Governor of Ceylon, to make certain inquiries as to the
glepoguhon of the Sultan, and the alleged disturbance of trade there (a report and original minutes of
mqulr;; hasa been forwarded to His Excellency).

2 n arrival I was at once waited on by the (s0-called) Regent or Prime Minister Ibrahi
Didi, and after due inquiry as to the staie of the Government I saluted t I the CHEtimans
manner, which was at once returned, nied s fag in the R ¢

113-03
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3. In the afternoon I visited the Sultan AMunhammmd Nur-ud-din o yvoung man of some
tweniy-five years of age, of & nervous and almost imbecile appearance, and evidently a mere puppert
in the hands of his more nstute relatives and advisers. He expressed a hope to preserve alwavs the
favour of Heyr Majesty.

4,f Thlea.glx}Sul)tnn was deposed on or about the 20th December, 1886, appavently by family
arrongement, possibly under slight popnlar pressure, but without distrbance or I_leud_s.hed, and,
as far as I counld gather, without creating any great change in the mode of adwminisivation of the
Government.

5. The Bombay traders, howaver, of whom there are the representatives of at least five well-
to-do firms, besides other minor shopleepers from Gualle, &c., huve been lately complaining of the
exceptional treatment they have been receiving at the hands of Ibrahim Didi (so-called Regent),
man who lived for eight yenrs in Galle, and who appears to have held some Consular position and to
have exercised certain magisterinl powers there. He is a relative of both the present und ex-Sultan,
and has charge of the custowms reveuue, &c. ‘Lhe merchants say that ha called them together und
told them * that thirty years ago only one Bombay trader did business in the Maldives, and he came
out and went with the favourable monsoon, but removed his unsold goods each time. Then a few
years afterwards unother came, but no permanent settlers were allowed, and at that time many of the
Maldivians themselves had money and were well to.do. Now there are many merchants, who stop
three or four years at a time, his people have lost their money, are poor, and greatly in debt to thes
traders, and he proposed that they should ull go away but one, and the others do their business through
that one, and thus put things more on their original footing.”

Another proposition was, that five principal traders should agree to pay a lump sum annually
(oune lac of rupees) in lien of all taxes, customs dues (imposts), &e¢. To neither of these would the
merchants agree,and in any case had referred thesituation to their principals for instructions. Their
goods arrived, but they were forbidden to discharge unless they came to some arrangement, and
some of the vessels left. Meanwhile, strangely on u parallel with these differcnces, early in the
morning of the Tth February the whole of the Bombay merchants' quarter, godowns, and boutigues
(representing large sums of money) were burnt down, Ibrahim Didi, after inquiry by the Sultan’s
Council, laid the blame on the servants of 4 Bombay merchant who, it was stated, had previously
removed his goods out of danger; but I could find no confirmation of or warrant for this charge,
nor could I trace the perpetrators of the act. It wus not an accident, and it is the third time within
a racent period that a similar attempt has Leen made.

6. Assuggested by Sir A. Gordon, I reminded the Regent as to his duties in the eare and
protection of British subjects, and warned him of the danger of interference wich lawiful commerce,
He promised that there should be no recurrence of these ditfienlties, and that he wonld abide in all
things by the decision of the Ceylon Government. So far, however, it has declined to interters in
the internal economy of these lslands.

7. The whole of the better class of the people, including the e2-Sultan, whom I visited, and
who has a presence and intelligence far superior to his successor, expressed themselves most strongly
in favour of a protectorate and active intervention by England in their atfnirs, They say the country
is being ruined, the Government and the people are alike in debt, and unless thelr fnances are
regulated and worked by a strong hand they can do nothing, The levy of the customs dues
certainly seems subject to the arbitrary ruling of the Regent, and is in most cases made in kind
instead of money (one-twelfth seems to be the charge in rice and such bullty goods), The imporrs
are large, and the export trade of wall-made mats, dried boruta fish (the latter'n very large industury),
could scarcely fail to return a fair working revenue, and I am very swongly of opinion thuat our
interference, if only in the adjustment ot the finance of the country, would be a most popular step
with these islanders, and a great boon hoth to them and ourselves.  Sir A. Gordon, in his Confiden-
tial Minute, observed “ that there i3 no disposition to extend the suzerainty of England,” and I have
taken care to keep this ruling in view during my inquiry, but I have submitted for his consideration
that some mode of intervention more palpable than at present would be beneficial to both the
Maldivians and ourselves,

The population of Jalé seems considerable. It has good wide streets laid out at right
angles, clean and white sanded, strong palm leaf fences on either side neat and well kept, and the
compounds containing generally two or three huts were apparently arranged in an orderly and com-
fortable]:vay, with geﬁlernlly? w%ll of fresh water in each, )

There wasneithersqualor, filth, nor disease a arent ; the people s i A
nourisl'xl?ﬁl, Cads intelligent? ) ) Py people seemed of good physique, well

ere are, however, large square tanks or baths at frequent intervals i r stag
anhealthy, but I was told were frgquently e qu ntervals, which look stagnant and

The numerouns well-filled cemeteries all about the town tell a tale of their own,

9. The natives are evidently born suilors ; they‘ have good serviceable boats, carvel-built as
well as dug-outs, and know how to handle them. Their long doubls-hanked canoes are roomv d
fast, ’{83 %gdleshare s]bovel-shaped (drawing-room paitern), ‘ ' g A

A ere have been no shipwrecks Lere for ‘ ree v i ar
vessels on the Islands. d ve for at least three years, and ihere AEe: 0o aramws of

11. I was lent & book in large pa i i ~ —— .
_\‘Ialdives," by H. C. P, Bell, Esq., Ce}‘Toanit?ilihs!s:vfigz?lwlﬁc]zl:otﬁ%o?}s}i&i;&ffﬁ:::;h??gil:le% o
either on the East Indian Station or by the Intelligence Departmem"at home, i e

I have, &e.,

RODNEY A, LLOYD,
' Captain,
P.S.—The report forwarded to His Excellency the G
: r v ) / 3 overnor
by the minutes of inquiry, differs entirely in its wording from the foregoing statement of affairs. The

latter also contains some descriptive i i i
ity puive particulars with which the Ceylon Government were already



THE MALDIVE ISLANDS. i1

No. 6.
Governor the Hon, Sir A. H, Gordon. G.C.ALG., to Rear-Admiral Sir F. W. Richards, K.C.B,
Colombo, October 20, 1887.

SIR,—As I understand thai Your Excellency proposes to visit the Maldive Islands on your way
here, and as you will no doubt have, while theve, opportunities ot conferring with His Highness the
Sultan of these Islands, it is desirable that Your Excellency should be in possession of the fullest
information as to the position ot affairs there, and as to the views of this Government and of the
Imperial Government respecting them.

I accordingly enclose tor Your Excellency's perusal and return the original documents
enumerated in the accompanying schedule. Some of these have already been seen by you, but I think
it as well to return them, as, in the press of other business, many of the details will doubtless
have escaped your memory.

You will see that since the date of Captain Lloyd’s visit to Malé there have been fresh
disturbances in the group; that I[brahim Didi, who was said to have placed the present Sultan
on the throne, has been disgraced and imprisoned; and that the complaints of British subjects trading
in the islands have been renewed with increased importunity.

1t is quite possible that while thisdisturbed condition of things continues to exist subjects of
other European States may also have cause for complaint against the Maldivian Government, and that
such complaines might lead to interference with the internal affairs of the Maldives on the part of
such powers, which Her Majesty's Government would highly deprecate, and which would be incon-
sistent with that suzerainty over the Maldives of the possessors, for the time being, of the Island of
Ceylon, which has from time immemorial been recognized and acknowledged, but which, it is believed,
has never been reduced to writing.

It is therefore deemed desirable, ag you will perceive from Sir H. Holland's despatch No. 190,
that the new Sultan of the Maldives should explicitly declare his acknowledgment of the suzerainty
and of his own inability to contract relations with any other authority than Great Britain as
represented by the Ceylon Government.

I enclose a form which might properly be signed by the Sultan, and should it be in your power
to induce His Highness to execute such an instrument, and should you be disposed to recommend
him to do so during your presence in the Maldives, I need hardly say that I should feel very
grateful to Your Excellency.

‘The alleged ill-treatment of British subjects and others more or less connected with Ceylon
will no doubt engage your attention ; but I fear that. if it be true that all the chief parties hostile to
the proceedings complained of have been deported to other islands, it will be hardly possible for yon
to wait there till they can be sent for, while in their absence any investigation must necessarily be
of a very incomplete and unsatistactory character.

The embarrassed state of the Maldivian finances und the measures which appear to afford
the best chance of the extrication of the Maldivian Government from its difficulties and from
the grasp of probably auprincipled money lenders will also probably be deemed by you to be
interesting subjects of inquiry. I agree with Captain Rodney Llord in thinking that an adjustment
of the finances of the Islands is not only a desirable step, but would be a popular one, and it is
certainlylone in which the good cflices 'of the protecting Power might be well and legitimately
employed. .

You will observe that one of the letters sent you purports to come from the er-Sultan. In
this letter he complains that his assent to the accession of the presenct Sultan was not, as stated orally
to Captnin Lloyd and in writing to me, voluntary, I should be glad if Your Excsllency could
ascertain whether this letter is authentic or a forgery.

I enclose a letter to the Sultan informing him that Your Excellency is authorized to spealk in
the name of the Government of Ceylon, and that any representation made by him to you, or any
intimiruiou made by rou to him, is to be considered in exactly the same light as if made by or to
myself.

I have, &e.,
A. GORDON,

P.5.—1 have on the whole thought it better not to give too precise a form to the declaration
which it is desired to obtain from the Sultan. Itsexact wording may depend on many circumstances
iue cognizable by, me at the moment, but which will be fully before Your Excellency.

The document should in any case contain in unequivocal terms—

(1) A declaration that from ancient times the Maldives have been under the protection of
the ruler of Caylon; that the Maldivians look to his protection to ensure them from
molestation by any other State ;

:2) An acknowledgment that the Sultan cannot negotiate with any other State except
through Ceylon, and expressly renounces any praiension to do so ; and

(3) A request thai, with a view to the prevention of all further disputes, he may receive
iuvestiture into the office of Sultan from the Government of Ceylon and an engage-
ment thatall his successors shall henceforth dv the same. He might be, and I think
should be, assured that his own investiture will be immediately granted.

Enclosure in No. 6.
Governor the Hon Sir A. H, Gordon, G.C.M.G., to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives.
Queen’s House,

Colombo, October 20," .
To His Highness the Sulian of the Maldives. ctober 20, 1887

YiEE &l ; , 1 AT ;
it Malfé. is letter reaches Your Highness His Excellency Sir P1ede11c_k Richards, K.C.B,,
I advise and requesi your Highness to speak to the Admiral about vour affairs as y
el b ; : ; < i ] ou 1
me, and to listen to him as you would to the counsels of the Ceylon Government. What he ;'r‘:)l:n(ilsgg
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the Government of Ceylon will perform, what he directs that is my direction, whut hLe advises is my
advice also. Think that in him you hear the Government of Ceylon speaking.

I recommend you to consult him both as to the financial embarassments of vour (Government
and all the other troubles which have lately arisen in your Islands.

May Your Highness enjoy a long and prosperous reign. < GORDISK,

No. 7.
His Excellency Rear-Admiral Sir I, Richards to Governor the Hon. Sir A, H. GO};don.lG.C.ll.G.
’ * Bacchunte " at Seu,
Lat. 5° 36" N., long, 77° 1' E.,
October 31, 1887,

SIr,—OXN my arrival at Malé on the 26th instant [* received from Commaunder Forsyth of Her
Majesty’s ship- Algerine your letter of the 20th instant, with original cor;'espoqdence relative to
the state of affairs at the Maldive Islands, and [ at once addressed myself to the points to which your
Bxcellency invited my attention, and I have now the honour to inform you as follows :—

2, On the 27th instant at 11 A.M. I landed with my staff and other officers, and paid an
official visit to Sultan Muhammad Muin-ud-din, when, after exchange of the customary co;apllmsz}ts,
[ presented Your Excellency's letter to His Highness, with whom I had a long interview, during
which I took the opportunity of impressing upon him the necessity for a formal acknowledgment of
the Protectorate of the Sovereign of Great Britain and dependence on the Government of Ceylon. I
turther recommended him to address to Your Excellency a request for formal investiture as Sultan
for himself and his successors. .

3. His Highness replied that he understood the relations of the Sultan of the Maldives to the
Government of Ceylon, and would like time to consult with his ministers and consider a form of
address to Your Excellency on these subjects, if one was prepared for him ; I therefore drafted for
him the form of a letter to Your Exceliency (copy enclosed), which was delivered to him in the
afternoon,

4. With reference to the cases of Ibrahim Didi and others, His Highness informed me that
there had been no fresh disturbance in the Islands, and that at present affairs were ina sa_tlsfr_tctqry
state. On my inquiring whether Ibrahim and those said to have been concerned with him in the
recent disturbance had received a proper trial, he intormed me they had, and that it was they who
had selected the islands to which they had been deported. I subsequently learnt that it had been
the intention to banish them for a year before permitting their return to Mald. I enclose the names
of the principal people banished and of the atolls on which they are said to be at bresent living.
[ was assured that they were being properly cared for, und that their lives were not in any danger.

5. His Highness appeared to be somewhat nervous, and spoke in a low_tgne through his
Prime Minister (Mohammed Didi), precisely as described in the report of Capiain Lloyd of the
* Briton,"”

6. The following morning I landed with the officers of my staff and inspected the town,
visiting the stores of all the British Indian ind Ceylon traders, including that of Cammjge Jafferjee,
and, singular to say, they ail appéared to be contented with the present state of affairs, Before
embarking [ paid a visit to the ez-Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din. and there being at first no person in
the room except members of his own household and the Government interpreter, my Secretary
prodaced the letter purporting to have been written by him, which Your Excellency wished should
be authenticated. It was quite evident by the way he looked at it that he had never seen the
document before, but after some considerable hesitation he admitted that the letter had been written
by his authority; that being ill himself he had authorized Ibrahim Didi to address Your Excellency
in his name on the general subject of the unsettled state of the Government. Thus, Ibrahim Didj,
the minister who was mainly instrumental in bringing about the deposition or abdication of Sultan
Nur-ud-din in December, 1886, in August, 1387, writes in the name of Nur-ud-din to Your
Excellency to enlist your sympathy with a view to hig restoration. Ibrahim Didi’s wife is sister to
the ez-Sultan, and she and her child are now living in his house, where I saw them. From this it
will be seen that affairs at the capital of the Maldives are somewhat mixed. Nur-ud-din informed
me that he had no quarrel with his nephew, and that they were on visiting terms. I therefore
recommended him to show to the people that he was a supporter of the present Government by
z:lccompanying His Highness when he visited me on board the Flagship. This, as will be seen, he

id,

7. On the afternoon of the 28th the Sultan, being afraid of the weather, which had been very
wet, sent his Vizier to make his excuses for not visiting me that day. I then appointed 11 A1, on
the 29th for His Highness's visit, saying that I trusted nothing would prevent his keeping the
appointment. It rained hard at 11 o'clock, but, clearing up before noon, he embarked with all his
ministers and came off in procession with four fine beautifully modelled: boats of twenty rowers, each
with a red flag in the bow, making avery good show. The ez-Sultan Nur-ud-lin accompanied him in
the leading boat, On arrival on board he was received by the officers and with guard and band,
and when he had recovered from his first timidity he was very much more at his eusa than at our
first interview, and showed considerable intelligence and interest in the ship, over which he asleed to
be shown before he left. He presented me with a letter for Your Excellency (enclosed), which he
informed me was an answer to a previous communication received by a country vessel,and he asked
for more time to reply to your last and to consider the questionsput before him by myself. On being
asked how much time he wanted he first desired thuat the priest Tuttu, who had not accompanied
the ministers to the cabin, might be sent for, and after consultation he finally said that on Tuesday.
1st November, the letiers wonld be ready. I then informed His Highness that I should leave for
Colombo in the worning, but that the ¢ Algerine " would remain until Tuesday for his letters, which
I expected would then beg ready. Taccordingly sailed yesterday morning, leaving the Algerine ” ut
the anchorage,

Ao 8. Itis :1['ditﬁ.culh :_naEter to_arriva atan accurate conclusion relative to the cauge of the recent
gorous procee:lings of the Snitan’s Government, but it seems to he tolerably clear that Ihrahim Diqi,
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ing satistied with the results of the change which he was mainly instramental in bringing about,
not l?eltr'i, uing with a view to the dethronement of Muin-ud-din and the restoration of his uncle, and
e lﬁ;lig%eing discovered or suspected, a raid was made upon the whole of that branch of the Didi
:f,{:fuy and other known supporters of [brahim, resulting in their expulsion from Malé and isolation

S 3
i d”feglen; 2;(:1111d find nothing to justify the plea that Ibrahim Didi was concerned in any way wyith
the bnr;ﬂng of the Sultan’s storehouse or in any other incendiary acts, but there seems to be httl_a
doubt that he was an element of discord in the place, and that he had much better return to Galle if
Gultan Muin-ud-din is to continue Sovereign of these Islands. o

10. Not feeling satisfied as to what would be the result of tht_a bringing back all these people to
Malé in the absence of a ship of war, and not considering it to be within wy province to assume any
sbsolute authority in the matter, I confined myself to addressing a letter to His Highness in the terms
of the enclosure No. 4. )

11. Attached is a list of agents of trading firms who waited upon me, and all of whom expressed
themselves as satistied with the present state of affairs, and I received no complaint from any of the
traders. It is clear that the majority are favoprable to the banishment of Ibraium.‘ and they very
probubly had a share in bringing it about, he being known to be an advocate for granting a monopoly
of trade and the farming of the revenues to a particular firm. : ) o

12. On the return of the “Algerine” to Colombo Your Excellency will be in a position to
judge what line the young Sultan is likely to take under the advice of his present ministers, au'd to
iletermine what further action (if any) may be necessary at present, and I beg to express mny readiness
to afford Yonr Excellency’s Government all the assistance which the means at my disposal will admit
of in placing affairs at the Maldives on a satisfactory basis,

I have, &e.,

FRED. W. RICHARDS,
Rear-Admiral.

Enclustre No, I in No. 7,

His Bxcellency Rear-Admiral Siv F. W, Richards, K.C.B., to His Highness the Sultan of the
AMaldive Islands.

Her Majesty's ship Bacchante, at dalé,
October 27, 1887.

Younr HIGHNESS,—I ENCLOSE for your consideration a draft of a letter to His Excellency Sir
Archur Gordon. G.C.M.G., Governor of Ceylon, embodying the points referring to the acknowledg-
ment by Your Highness of the protection of the Sovereigns of England over the Maldive Sultanate.

You will see that the letter contains nothing that has not been fully recognized by your
predecessors and by yourself, and that thers is no new matter in it. _

The object of the writing isto prevent other nations who do not understand the relations existing
between Cevlon and the Maldives from interfering in your affairs, or from any attempt to take
possession of any of your atolls for coaling stations, or to molest you or your subjects in any way.

With respect to the financial state of your Government. about which we tallced this morning,
I recommend you to consult your ministers and to tell the Governor of Ceylon the whole story of
your present sitnation.

I have, &c.,

— FRED, W. RICHARDS,
Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chisf.

Sub-Enclosure in Enclosure No. 1.
His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands to Governor the Hon, Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.

YoUR EXCELLENCY,—WHEREAS (from the earliest times) the Sultans of the Maldive Archi-
pelago have been tributary to, and under the protection of, the Rulers of the Island of Ceylon, and
whereas it is our annual custom to send a mission bearing tribute to the Government of Ceylon: Now
I, Mubammad Muin-ud-din, Sultaun of the Maldives, being impressed with the necessity that exists
in these present times of placing this fact on record for the beiter ensuring my sabjects and the
territories under my dominion from molestation by any foreign State, do hereby acknowledge on
behalf of myself, my heirs. and successors the authority of the Sovereign of Great Britain—as
represented by the Government of Ceylon—over these Islands, and I further acknoswledge that I am
not at liberty to enter into any negotiations or treaty regarding them with any foreign State, except
through the Ruler of Ceylon, and I expressly renounce any intention of doing so.

With the object of preventing future disputes among my people, I am further desirous of being
formally installed in the office of Sultan of the Maldive Islands by the Government of Ceylon, and
I request that Your Excellency will cause the necessary arrangements for my formal investiture to be
made accordingly at an early date, and that this course may in future be considered a necessary
ceremonial for the installation of my successors as Sultans of these Islands.

I beg to assure Your Excellency that I am ready to enter into any more formal agresment
embodying the terms of this declaration should you desire it.

Given under my hand at the Palace of Malé this — i

Enclosure No. 2 in Nu, 17,
Names of the Ministers of Sultan Muin-ud-din, Maldive Islands.

1. Mohammed Didi (Arranna Bandari 8. Ali (Foandari Takurafaan),

Kilukufani). 4, Omar Dahara (Takurnfas
2. Hussen Didi (Foandari Kilnkufani). . 3. Priest : Tattn (Didi..' e
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Enclosure No. 3 in Nu. 7.

List of the principal People banished, with the Names of the Atolls on which
they are said to be now living.

Ibrahim Didi ... Addu Atoll (the south- | Sidi . Adu Madi Atoll.
ern group). Manipul ... Hura Nillandu Atoll.
Hussen Didi ... Miladu Madu Atoll. Dohri Manipul ... Ari Atoll.

Ismail Didi ... Tilladu Mati Atoll.

Enclosure No. 4440 No. 7.

His Excellency Rear-Admiral Sir F. W. Richards, K.C.B.. to His Highness the
Sultan of the Maldives.
Her Majesty's ship Bucchante, at Malé,
October 29, 1887.

Your HIGHNESS,—AT the interview I had with you on Thursday, the 2Tth instant, you
informed me that after a proper and lawful trial certain persons, amongst whom was your late
Minister Ibrahim Didi, had been found guilty of an otfence against your Government, and that they
had been banished to various atolls in Your Highness's dominions ; that they were properly provided
with the necessaries of life ; and thatufter a short time they would be pardoned and restored to Malé,

Without questioning the right of Your Highness to punish offences against the State, or wishing
to interfere in any way with your authority, I am writing this to impress upon you that the lives of
these men not having been forfeited by their acts, Your Highness should be particularly careful that
they are properly treated and looked after, that they muy return to their homes in good health, and
that no harm comes to them.

I wish also to impress upon Your Highness that British subjects and foreigners carrying
on laweéul trade in your dominionsare to be protected, and that should you have any cause of complaint
against them, or counsider they are unjust in their dealings with your subjects or yourself, you should
make the circumstances fully known to the Governor of Cerlon and ask for his interference, and
I distinctly advise Your Highuess noi to give a monopoly of trade to any pardeular trader, whether
from Ceylon or India, or anywhere else, as your doing so would surely give rise to inirigues and
diticuley, All should be treated alike as regards tairly chargeable cnstoms dues, and all should
receive equal protection from Your Highness.

I have, &e..

FRED. W. RICHARDS,
Rear-Admiral sl Commander-in-Chiet.

}'f‘in'tusure Nu, 5 in Nu. T,
List of Bombay, Caleutta, and Cevlon Tradersat Malé, Maldive Islands.
. Jevunjie Noorbhai.®
Segn Thaib Abdul Ali.

Ismailjie Ganijee.t
4. Ali Bey Isajee.

Mons Bey Mohammed Bey.}
Ibrahimjee Walijee.§
Carimjee Mamoojee.

b =

==
Il B=rl

Of the above, those mariced ave representatives of the petitioners referred to in letters of Under-
Sacrerary to Government of Indin No. 736 of April 3, 1387,

No. 8.
Goveruor the Hon. Sir A, H. Gordon, G.C.M.G., to Rear-Admiral Siv F. V. Richards, K.C.B.

November 24, 1387,

SIR,—WITH veterence to Your Bxcelleney’s letter of the 31si October, I have the hononr to
enclose for Your Excellency's information a translation of the letter from the Sultan of the Maldives
brought to me by Your Excellency, and ulso one of that subsequently brought to me by Commander
Forsyih, R.N., of H.M.S. Algerine,

I, at the same time, have the Louour to return the original letter of the Sultan to vourself
which you were good enough personally to hand to me, and I add a translation which I have
c¢aused to be made of that letter,

have, &e.,
A. GORDOXN,

* Agent of Sheikh Tyeb Abdul Ally of Caleutta,
; igenté oi; %orlu%hHu.ssehim Adrimjee,
gent of Moosabhoy Sheik Hiptoola Allabh f Cale )
i § Agent of Ibramjee {;.'aliiee. . bl
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Eunclosure No. 1 in No. 8.
His Highness the Sultan ot the Maldive Islands to Governor the Hon. Sir A, H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.
Translation.

Dated the 14th day of Sapar, 1305 A.H., corresponding to the lst of November, 1887 A.D.
From Muhammad Muin-ud-din, Sultan of the Maldive Islands, to His Excellency the Governor
of Ceylon.

A FRIENDLY relation und interchange of presents having existed for a long time between Your
Excellency’s Government and ourselves,and our friendship and attachment having also increased, we
bey to inform Your Excellency that we write this letter with a desire to enter into un agreement
with Your Exceliency's Government on the following conditions :—

1. That there be an annual interchange of presents, as usual, between both parties.

2, That we be protected by your Government through the Governor of Ceylon, so that no
snemy may do us harm.,

3. "That we be allowed to have our own laws in the administration of our Government,

4. That we adhere to no other power but the English.
5. ‘That Your Excellency’s Government do nothing in our Islands without our consent and
contrary to custom.

We beg that Your Excellency’s Government would keep these conditions of agreement
rezistered so as not to be lost or forgotten, and request that a counter agreement may be sent to us

under seal.

Enclosure No. 2 in No. 8.
His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands to Rear-Admiral Sir F. W. Richards, K.C.B.

T'ranslation.

TWE beg to inform Your Excellency that on reading the translation of the letter sent throvgh
Your Excellency by the Governor of Ceylon we understood therefrom that we could as well treat with
Your Excellency as we would with the Governor. We theretfore earnestly beg Your Excellency that
the friendship which has existed hitherto between us from the times ot our predecessors may not be
weakened or interrupted, and that we may always be sheltered under the shade of the tree of your
protection, In the observance ot the laws of our Government, the rites of our religion, and the
cnstoms relating to the inhabitants and the foreigners in this place, we beg Your Excellency will help
us to retain the practice hitherto observed. Your Excellency suggested to us the desirability of an
agreement between us on certain terms. As the majority of us are of opinion that some of the terms
proposed should be omiited ; and as the agreement ig on a subject of such importance ihat we cannot
accede to it without due consultation, we have delayed its execution, and beg that Your Excellency
will be pleased to grant us a few days’ time within which we shall send it to the Governor, to whom
we now write informing His Excellency of this. This is all that we seck from Your Excellency. If
there is any further instruction to be given us wae shall incline our ear thereto and follow it.

The debts due to foreigners by our Government now amount to one hundred thousand and
odd rupees, and we shall in compliance with Your Excellency's request give a detailed account of them
to His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon.

Dated the 11th day of Sapar, 1305 A.H. SALAAMS.

No. 9.

Lieutenant A. C. Christopher to Governor the Hon. Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.
Colombo, December 22, 1887.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to state I arrived at Malé in H.JL.S. Algerine on the 14th instant,and
duly delivered Your Excellency's letter to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives that afternoon.
His Highness stated that the reply, which I forward herewith, would be ready on tae 17th
instant, and on the morning of that day it was handed to me.
The lotter is not in Arabic, as the previous communications from the Sultan, the Moonshee
hitherto resident at the Court being no longer there, having, I was told, incurred His Highness’s
displeasure. '
On learning this I recommended vhai the letter should be written in 3laldivian, but although
this language in one form or another is spoken throughout the Islands, neither ths Sultan norany one
of his ministers can write it. His Highness therefore urgently requested that I would take a reply
in English, as in default of Arabic he said he would have “no confidence” (sic) in signing a letter
written in any other language.
__ Although I should have preferred to receive a letter written in Arabic or Maldivian, and
plau:nly and repeatedly intimated my wish to that effect, I did not feel myself at liberty to refuse to
receive a letter written in English. This letter was almost a transcript of that drafted by Sir F.
Richards, and I was aware that every word and syllable of it was fully understood, and had been
thoroughly discussed by His Highness and his ministers. It did not appear to me that in these
::{::gnis_talices I could with propriety offer further opposition to His Highness's persistent wish on
ubject. :

—_— éshave l?::la refxs&n tofdoublt that the S\Eltan l:voulcl have signed the letter drafted by Sir F,
rds or written a letter of similar purport after the Admiral's visi i

of the Moolah and the advice of a Bom%aypbrader. SRIHBHISIRILR poantalintaente

I have. &c.,

ALFRED C. CHRISTOPHER,
Lieuntenant, Seaforth Highlanders, A.D.C.
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Enclosure in No, 4.
His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands to Governor the Hon. Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.

WHEREAS it has been customary for a longtime with the Sultans of the Maldive Islands to pay
tribute to the English Governmegnt of Ceylon ; and whereas the Government of the former has been
under the protection of the Governov of Ceylon, we too are paying tribute wnnually to the Govern-
ment of Ceylon :

Now we, Sultan Muhammadu Muin-ud-din, beg that the English Government, through the
Governor of Ceylon, may protect us, our Islands, and their inhabitants, as also our successors, from
the molestation of foreign powers, and have this filed of vecord,

Further, we firmly promise that we will not enter into an agreement with any of the other
Powers but the English, and will not be friendly with them.

We beg also that the Sultans of the Maldive Islands muy be protected from internal difficulties
by the English Government of Ceylon. ) '

We beg further of the Government of Ceylon that we may be recognized as the Sultan of the
Maldive Islands and installed us such, and that ouy successors may be similarly dealt with,

We are prepared to add any further terins to this agreement if the Government of Ceylon
should desire it. /

Written at our Palaceat )alé on the 16th of December, 1587,

No. 10.

Governor the Hon. Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.M.G., to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives.
S1R,—I AM informed that owing to some difficulty in making use of the services of Your
Highness's usnal Arabic seribe Your Highness preferred to address to me your last leiter in the

English language.
3. Itisagreeable to me to receive a letter from Your Highness written in any language, but
as it would be more satisfactory to me that the important letter addressed to me by Your Highness
on the 16th instant should be in the langnage in which Your Highness's letters are usually written, I
send you a good Arabic translacion of thas leiter in order that, should you still be unfortunately
deprived of the services of your Avabic scribe, you may be able to farnish me with a letter sealed by
vou, and written in the same language as the other letters I have received from you.
) May Your Highness enjoy a long and prosperous reign.

A. GORDON,

No. 11.

Governor the Hon. Sir A, H. Gordon, G.C.M.G,, to the Right Hon. Siv H, T. Holland,
‘ Bart, G.C.ALG., M.P.
Miscellaneous.—No, 529, Queen’s House, Colombo,
Ceylon, December 23, 1887,

SIR,—WITH reference to your despatch No. 190 of 20th June last, I have the honour tu
transmit copies of furcher documents noted below,?. relative to the state of affairs at the Maldive
Islands, and to state that I shall address you fully on the subject shortly when [ have received the
further communication from the Sultan referred to by Sir F. Richards.

I have, &e,,
A. GORDON.

No. 12.

Governor the Hon. Sir. A. H. Gordon, G.C.ALG,, to the Right Hon. Sir H, T. Holland,
Bart, G.C.ALG,, M.P.
Aiscellaneous.—No. 2. The Pavilion, Kandy,
Ceylon, January 4, 1338.

SIR,—I¥ continuation of my despatch No.529 of the 23rd ultimo,I have now the honour to
gnclose the copy of uletter from the Sultan of the Maldives,t couched in the terms suggested to him by
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Richards, and in which he formally recognizes for himself and his SUCCessOrs
the relation of dependence in which he stands to the Government of Ceylon.

2, The fears of an inflaential Moolah, and perhaps of the Sultan himself, conpled with the
bad afdvxce of a Bombay'truder. hoahl? to British rule resident at Mulé, induced the Sultan in the
first instance to address to me an evasive letier, in which the suzerainty of the Queen was by no means
clearly recognized. ?

Her Majesty’s ship Algerine having heen kindly placed at my disposal for
- : ) ) ) i y disposal for the pur
by bltrg;a. ?l:h%:ds,SI ttfmutf,;hltilit ]e:lcpeéhent in the circumstances to despatch u.lj'l_—kiacle-tle-()mnLlnJ Itilzsisb?
enan ristopher, Seaforth Highlanders, to Malé, to point out to the Sultan tha 5 ivoc:
was looked for frt;m him, ; ’ . rilacCntin o8k sqtbvanutseply

4. T enclose a copy of Lieutenant Christopher's reporst i issi ich :

B Sy P eport} of his mission, which has proved

* Governor_the Hon, Sir &, H, Gordon. G.U.)LG., to Reur-ddmiral Sir F. W Ri 3 3% Y
Rear-Admiral Sir F. W, Richards to Governor the Hon. Sir L. H, Gnrdun.E.C..\‘I]:G..- 0clr.i‘l:gxl-l[QE‘?SIISSTCE.:::F\{)U"l:}?a:‘in(c?efe;‘r ‘-\0" )
the Ho:.Hbiler.-{\i. Eﬁgfﬁ?éﬁ'&nnﬁ"tﬁo I;Ienlt;i-:\du.iu[al Sir F, W. Richards, November 24, 1887, with enuios.uxl--e; (see \'gvg;'nor
ta Yo, 3y g e Maldive Islands to Governor the Hon. Sir A, H. Qo’rdon. G.C.OLG. (see enclosure
{ Lieutenant A. C. Christopher to Governor the Hon, Sir A. H, Gordou. G.C.M.G. (zee No. )
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5. As the Sultan was manifestly apprehensive that there was somse design to exercise the

owers of the Suzerain in 2 more active manner than has hithe_rto been the_ case, and as [ was aware
:.pbu.t Her Majesty's Government ad no wish to interfere in the internal affuirs of the_Arc_hipelago, or
to exack from the Saltan more than a recpgnition of suzerainty, p'recludmg his entering into relation
with any other Power, I thought myself justified in sending to him a reassuring letter,* of which I

o also the honour to enclose a copy.
- I have. &c.,

A. GORDON.

No. 13.

"The Right Hon. Sir H. T. Holland, Bart, G.C.M.G., M.P.. 10 (yovernor the Hon.

Sir A, H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.
Downing sireet,

February 15, 1888,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches No, 529 of the 23rd
of December and No. 2 of the £th of January, relative to the state of affairs in the Maldive Islands,
and I have to convey to you my senss of the satisfactory manner in which you have adjusted the
relations between the raler of the Maldives and the Government of Ceylon.

2. Lieutenant Christopher deserves.much credit for the way in which he executed his
mission, and the ready assistance given by Admiral Richards and his officers has been very gratifying.

I have, &e..
H. T. HOLLAND.

Ceylon.—No. 52.

No. 14,

Commander G. K. Hall to Rear-Admiral Sir F. W. Richards, K.C.B.
H.M.S. Penguin ag Sea
lat. 3° I’ N., long. 72° 3' E.
March 12, 1888.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to report that on mny arrival av Malé in Her Majesty's ship under my
command at 11 4., 10th March, I was boarded by the Captain of the Port and a Sultan's Wazir,
whom I requested to inform His Highness the Sultan that, if agreeable, I wounld come ashore and
pay my respects at 4 P,

2, At 2 P I procesded ashore with Mr, Millet, clerk, and went to the Cutchery, taking a
ward-room servant with me toact as interpreter. I waited at the Cutchery nearly two bhours, but failed
to see any of the ministers, though repeatedly asking if any of them were likely to come, and getting
only evasive answers, such as one being sick, another away, &e., and finally not receiving any answer
from the Sultan, excuses being made that he was sick, though I found out afterwards he was quite
well ; and suspecting my messages had not been delivered, I determined to go to the palace. Iam of
opinion that the Sultan’s ministers ac first were under the impression that, on account of my making
inquiries after Ibrahim Didi on my being hoarded I had come to interfere on his behalf.

3. I proceeded to the palace, and after waiting some time I obtained an interview with the
Sultan, who looked remurleably well, but evidently only a figure-head and a puppet in the hands of
his miniscers. He looked an indelent shy young man., His ministers stood Ly himn during the
interview,

4, I prid the usnal compliments and gave him the messages His Excellency the Governor of
Caylon desired me to deliver, during which a Vizier whispered into the Sultan's ear, and he retired
aftor wishing me good-bye.

5. I then proceeded to the Cutchery with the ministers and had a lengchened interview with
them and was informed that the Sultan and his ministers are well content with the treaty, but not
having any oue to translate the English copy, the Sultan wrote to His Excellency the Governor
saying they did not understand it (the Government interpreter having returned to Ceylon in the
« Algerine "), The Arabic translation they are quite satisfied with, Itook especial care to elicit this
tact from the Sultan and his ministers.

6. Iexpressed to the ministers His Excellency the Governor's desire that those still in exile
should be well treated and get sufficient food.

7. I th:n proceeded to Ibrahim Didi's residence, followed by a visit to the ez-Sultan, and I also
had an interview with all the traders. Ibrahim Didi, who has been baclkat Malé abont three months,
complained that he was not allowed to depare for Colombo. On mentioning this to Mohammed Didi,
Prims Minister (his nephew), he saidl he might go whenever he liked to send in u request to depart.
Ibrahim Didi came off to see me at 10 P.M, and expressed a fear that he might be treated hadly and
not allowed to go away after my departure, g0, 28 & precautionary measare, I wrote a letter (copy
enclosed) to His Highness the Sultan. Ibrahim Didi is anxious thut an English Agent gshould come
for a month or two and put things straight, especially with regard to money matters,

_— 8. The ¢z-Sulian Nur-ud-din had nothinyg to complain of. Ibrahim Didi acted as interpreter
in this case.

9. The traders, a list of whom I enclose, expressed themselves satisfied with everything; none
of them can speak English.

10. No political changes of moment have talen place, Mohammed Didi being still Prime
Minister. Enclosed is a list of the ministers. Most of the exiles have returned. The ministers state
that tl_le exiles are well ireated, but Ibrahim Didi and others state the roverse. Hassen Didi is still
iz:.le etxtlile. and is ill from previous bad treatment. My own impression is that they are not well

ated.
e, Eobytaing 8 Geio, T Suln i marely 5 PUBer 10 the Leads o e miniees
Mohammed Didi, the present Prime Minister, really ruling. of his ministers;

No. 20.

- 0' Governor the Hon, Sir A. H. Gordon, G.C.).G., to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives (see No, 10).
3-03 ‘
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Finaneial matters are not in a very flourishing condition, though I Jdo not suppose they are
much worse than when Ibrahim Didi was Prime Minister, ) o

The present Government ure too strong for Ibrahim Didi, who I believe has a party in the
Island, and means ultimately to regain power if possible. He seemed on very friendly termng with
all the traders. e ) )

Some of the exiles, including Hassen Didi and others of the Didi family, are still banished,
and I expect to find their food supply at times precarious.

For the present I believe uffairs will remain quiet, and I am of opinion tbat it would be
advisable to send a Government Agent down, accompanied by an interpreter, to inquireinto financial
matters and affairs generally, especially in view of any intrigues that might take place with other
Powers (see my lotter No. 19 of this date). I found the wantofa good interpreter a great drawhaclk,
no one in the Island speaking English, excepting Ibrahim Didi, who was naturally loth to actas one.

12, A curious rumour seems prevalent at Malé, brought by traders from Ceylon, viz., that the
Russians were shortly going to take Ceylon from the English. I gave the lie to this rumour.

13. It may be of interest to remark that the marriage customs in these Islanids are peculiar.
A man when tired of his wife puts her away and marries another, she also finding a new husband,
some marrying in turn a dozen men. 'The Sultan has put away several, this being his Fourth wife.

14, The Islund of Malé contains 2,148 people. There is a good [? deal] of sickness and no
doctor. Supplies of eggs and ducks can be obtained in small guantities,

I have, &e.,

G, KING HALL,
Commander.

Encloswre No. 1 in No. 14.
Commander G. King Hall to His Highness the Sultsn of the Maldives.

I HAVE written to His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon and stated the result of my interview
with your Government, and thai they declare the exiles are well treated and fed : and that vou have
no objection to letting Ibrahim Didi depart from Cerlon. :

I trust Your Highness will allow him to depart in the Bombay crader sailing in a few days
from this port.

H.)L.S. Penguin at Mals, G. KING HALL,

March 10, 1888, Commander.

Enclosure No. 2 in Nu. 14,
A List of the Principal Native Traders at Malé, Maldives,

Jeevunjie Noorbhai.?

Segn Thuaib Abdul Ali,*
Ismailjee Ganijee.

Ali Bey Isajee.

Moos Bey Mohammed Bey.
Ibrahimjee Walijee,
Carimjee Mamojee, *

March 12, 1888,

SICL O B lu

a2

. KING HALL,

Commander.
Enclosure No. 3-in No. 14,
List of the present Ministry of the Sultan of the Maldives.

1. Mohammed Didi, Rana Bandari (Prime Minister). Kilulkufani.

2. Ismnil Mannick, High Priest.

3. Naibu Tuttu. Second Friest.

4. Hassen Didi, Foandari Kilukufani.

i G. KING HALL,

March 12, 1888. Commander,

No. 15.

Ibrahim Didi to H‘is Excellency the Hon, Sir A. H. Gordoy, G.C.ALG., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Island of Oeylon, with the Dependencies thereof,

WITH due submission I beg to lay the following statement of iy case before Your
About eight years ago I left the Maldives and settled at Galle as a domiciled Bri
Subsequently I was appointed by the Sultan of Turkey Consul to the O
by the Ceylon Government with a Commission as Justice of the Peace.
. In 1333 I received information from Malé that the old Sultan, Muhamm
died, and that his son (the present ez-Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din) had succeeded to the throne
According to 3J;ald1ve custom, I returned to the Islands to pay 1y respects to the new Sultan
At the time of myarrival at Malé Mr, Morrison was thers negotiating for permission to establish a
coal depdt on the group. His Highness the Sultan and all the chiefs earnestly begged me to 20 to
Colombo and desire Yo_ur Excellency not to permit what My, Morrison asked for, I told the S?llt'm
that I had come for no ouh_er purpose chan to pay my respec:s to His Highness, and that I was unwilli};
to un@.e_rcake the responsibility of the mission, His Highness the Sultan, the chiefs, and the inhabi
tants jointly and _s_evemlly continued to implore me to go to Colombo and interview the Governo‘r on-f
Ceylgn in the matter, urging that, as the son of their highest official, and from my fair knowledee of
Engl_lsh and my experience in Ceylon, that I alone could help them. With greai relucta 31?
lengnh:f%;rtqolf to go, aInd nppgm'ed before Your Exceilency. =
) o interview I stated all the circumstances respecting t 0 ccel
kindly acceded to our requesi and gave me a letter for %Iis Hgighhig;:ltg:pgi;lhiof\i E.\cfgllency
proposal to establish the coal depét on the Maldives. i i RREVONIGE the

Excellency,
tish subject.
ttoman Empire, and honoured

ad Imad-ud-din, had

* Same person (or) agent.
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I torwarded the reply of Your Excellency to His High_n_esa.tl_ne Sultan, and remained at Galle.

Shorily afterwards [ received several letters from Malé inviting me to go back, Agcordipgl}.
[ recurned in 1854, intending to get b{tck to Galle after a stay .ot‘t-hree months. Hearing of my

reparaions to start for Galle, His Highness the Sultan, the chief men, and the people generally
eyuested me not to leave the Islands. They said that if I quitted the place there would be no one
:o properly advise His Highness the Sultan, and that there were many urgent matters to be Aattended
to, such as the important ceremony of installing the Sultan on the 'throne and the difficulties
conpected with the henvy debt of the Government and measures for :he improvewent of the country.
I urged that I had wmuch business of my own in Ceylon, and that I could not stay without serious
inconvenience and loss. ) _ .

Ior three days my decision was discussed by the Council, and at length I was made to under-
stund that T was considered to talke no interest whatever in the Isilnmi.s. Pained at this, I made up
my mind to atuy a8 a matter of duty, and from my respect and affection towards His Highness the
Sultan, for the welfare of mny nutive Islands has always been near my heart. I um closely related to
His Highness the Sultan, and I could not refuse his request. ) )

1 was thereupon entrusted with the financial and ‘all other important business of the Maldlye
Governmeént. In assuming charge I soon found that great care and economy must be exercised in
order to seitle the large Stute debt. I infermed the chiefs and promised to do my bestto relieve the
Government from its liabilities. The expenditure had exceeded the revenue, and the debt had
increazed yearly. )

I saw that endeavours must be made to collect a larger revenue, as.otherwise the Government
would soon be in an insolvent condition ; moreover, that several improvements were needed urgently,
and above all that the poorer inhabitants, who were nearly starving on several 1slanc‘ls where there is
no fishing, and cocoanuts are scarce in some years, must be fed. This partial famine I had been a
witness of four or five times; no notice had been taken by Government, and many deaths had
occurred, and yet the Government continued to draw a tax from the islanders beyond their power to

ay.
. I explained all the circumstances to His Highness the Sultan and to the chiefs, and they
unanimously assented to my views.

Preparations commenced to instal the Sultan on the throne, but as there were insufficient
funds to meet the expenses I was obliged to defray large sums of money for the purpose from my
private estage. ] N .

Some time after differences gradually arose between the chiefa. Cltimately Sultan Nur-ud-din
lecided to abdicate, and his nephew, Mubammad Muin-ud-din, is now acting as Sultan, with the
approval of the Ceylon Government. Since the present Sultan succeeded his uncle the couniry
has never been veally composed, and the inhabitants would welcome the old regime as preferable
to the pres«nt disquietude and uncertainty, 3

I asked to be relieved of my official post as I wanted to get back to Galle, I had ineurred large
sums of woney on account of the Government, and desired to be reimbursed the amount, I received
no reply. but gained thereby more enemies. They have since taken over my duties as Bodu Bandari.
or Treasurer and Collector, but made no sort of settlement of the sums due to me.

About this time I was honoured by being commissioned to make for the Indo-Coloninl Exhi-
bition u collection of Muldive produets and manufactures. I did my best to satisfy the Exhibition
Committee. Some of the chiefs grew jealous of my receiving letters from the Cerlon Government
and of my sending things to the Exhibition, and of my receiving a medal and diploma in return.
They snid that T was giving ull information to His Excellency the Governor respecting the Maldives
in order to ruin the Islands, Seeing this jealousy and ill-feeling increasing I prepared to stari for
Ceylon. Tt was then rhat the troubles occurred which have proved o dizastrous to me, ruining me
in both credit and properry.

One of the Government houses was burnt down, and it was alleged that I got it burnt.
Mohammed Didi, Rana Bandari, and Naibu Tuttu, a priest, and another chief Muaru collected persons
and sent them to my house with the permission of the present Sultan (who is young and easily
hiassed) to plunder. Ther took away most of my property. They came armed, and broke open my
boxes, deswroyed the furniture. und removed everrthing of value. Thereby I have sustained very
heavy loss; my wife's property also was seized. Subsequently they took me and other chiefs and
ill-treated us terribly, My wife and child were very ill at the time., We were all obliged to go to
the ex-Sultan’s house for protection, The chiefs opposed to me went to the ex-Sultan’s house and
demanded that His Highness should hand me over to them, A the ez-Sultan hesitated to deliver
me over, fearing the consequence, ther threatened His Highness even until he was forced to yield,

They then took me to the Customs House and hoisied me by the hands in presence of all the
veople, and maltreated me most cruellv. Another chief, Malinge Hassen Didi, a stout man, was still
more brutally treated. I was well-nigh starved for more than two days, and detained in the same
house for twenty days. Other chiefs were also cruelly used ; Malinge Hussen Didi has been very ill
from the effects of the ill-usage he received.

T was then bunished to the most southern atoll, Addu, und other chiefs to various other atolls.

I was at Addu atoll for vwo monthsand ffteen days. Your Excellency mercifully sent the Admiral to
the Maldives, and be kindly conveyed Your Excellency's order to have all the exiles brought back
to Malé. I wasaccordingly brought buek to Malé, but in spite of Tour Excellency’s positive order,
only three ot the other chiefs banished Lave been recalled.
) The day that Larrived at Malé Captain Christopher and Abdul Carim, Mudaliyar, also came
in Her Majesty's gunboat = Algerine.” Caprain Christopher went on shore with Abdual Carim, Muda-
liyar, and usked forthe lecter that had been given by the Admiral to the Sultan. The chiefa in
power and His Highness the young Sultan said that there was no one able to write in the Arabic
lung_uaga at that time (which was not true, and merely said to gain time and shirk the responsibility
of signing the Arabic letier), and informed Captain Christopher that they understood the meaning ot
the letter through the interpreration of Abdul Carim, Mudaliyar. The letter was written in Engl?sb,
and the Sulrm_x consented to sign it ; he knew its contents because it wasso fully expiained by Abdul
Canm.I;.\Iudahyar. . e

Before signing the letter, however, His Highness the young Sultan und the other Viziers »
and consulted His Highness the ez-8nltan and myself 1'espectin,§ the terms. We hoth imufedizarl?];
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urged them not to hold back, but to sign and deliver it over at once. At the time the letter was
delivered to Captain Christopher and Abdul Carim, Mudaliyar, by the Sultan I was present with the
Sultan and all the chiefs then at Malé. Capiain Christopher asked them whether they understood
gm contants of the letter, and they said that they did, and then handed the letter over to Captain
hristopher. ’

gfter receiving the letter Captain Christopher inquired of His Highness the young Sultan
whether the order given by the Admirul to send for all the exiles had been carried out, and said that
their property must be restored them. Captain Christopher directed that all my property was to be
given back to me.

The Sultan and other chiefs fully assented ut the time, hutup to this moment nothing whatever
has been done.

I wanted to sturt for Ceylon the next day, but they prevented me from coming. A few days
after Her Majesty's gunboat * Penguin " called at Malé, and I informed the Captuin that I was not
allowed to go and lay my grievances before Your Excellency.

The Captain saw the Sultan and obtained permission for me to leave for Ceylon, But after the
gunboat sailed I was again prevented from starting. I then told them I would inform Your
Excellency of everyihing. At length they allowed me to go, but with great reluctance.

I reached Colombo on the 26th March last, only to find that Your Excellency had proceeded to
England.

I have been anxiously awaiting Your Excellency’s return, fesling sure of obtaining at Yonr
Excellency’s hands thatjustice which my case and that of the other chiefs similarly wronged cries for,

On behalf of all the Maldive chiefs who have suffered with myself I humbly entreat Your
Excellency to cause a full inquiry to be held at Malé into the charges brought against us, falsely and
maliciously, by a small but powerful faction of ill-disposed chiefs, in order that our characters may be
properly cleared.

We have heen subjected to torture, banishment, loss of position and property, and we desire
the most searching investigation in the presence of all parties.

We beg that Your Excellency will be graciously pleased to appoint a Commission of one or two
European gentlemen to proceed to Malé and hold an inquiry there into this matter, and also into the
present condition of the Islunds and the feeling of the inhabitants.

I venture to append for Your Excellency’s information some brief notes (B) explaining
exactly how matters stand at the Maldives, and I beg most earnestly before the Islands becowe
further impoverished and unseitled that Your Excellency will wmercifully take steps to preserve my
country from the ruin which must fall on it sooner or later unless the Ceylon Government aids in
securing a better administration, und by developing the resources of the Maldives.

In conclusion, I again implore Your Excellency to have compassion on us, and to have -our
wrongs inquired into and justice done us by the restitution of our position and property.

1 beg to assure Your Excellency that otherwise it will be quite impossible for us to live in
safety at the Maldives owing to the evil designs of our enemies.

A statement of my losses at the hands of the Maldive Government is also annexed (A). Itis
in no way exaggerated.

[ am, &e.,

Colombn, August 2, 1388. L A. IBRAHIM DIDI.

Annexure 4, Rs.

}. When my father Ali Didi was in charge of the revenue duties
av Male I managed for him and did everything. My father

is owed by Governmens a sum of e 124272

2, When I assumed charge of the same the Government became
further indebted to me e 22,893

3. Losssustained by my vessels being prevented from sailing tfrom
the Island ... e 14500
4. Lossdue to the plundering of ny house and property above.., 5,000
166,665

Annexure B,

1. Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din died in the year 1352, His second son Ibrahj
) 1 ad- 2 rah
Nur-ud-d.m temporarily succgeded to the throne. After the term of four years all the i;hahitantslc?}
the Maldives consented io his permanent appointment, and accordingly withi the usual ceremonies
and customs confirmed h:m_as Sultan of the Maldives. For this ceremony a large sum of money was
expended. For the selection of u Sultan the consent of the resident males of all the Islands is
necesse;ryﬁndhfor t\lrm occn::;on all of them and the chiefs assemble.
2, rahim Nur-ud-din reigned as Saltan until 1836, In the latter end ot 1886 the
dliEer_ence§ bet:ween the 9h}'efs and Sultan, who decided on abdicating without con51tlt;:r:v§gexf§£f
the wish ot ttht&x?)landfers h;‘lﬁlgin other islands, The present acting Sultan (Muhammad Muin-ud din)‘
was nominated by a i acti i B ;
peopllle. u ¥ a few of the chiefs. The selection was unusual, and has not been confirmed by the
5. As Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din was nog deposed and Muhammad Maui i
. ! L In Was ] Muin-ud-d ¢
temporarily appointed to the “* Musuad,” the inhabitants and the large majority of tlhe clt';ie‘fvsd?)fo?liy
Maldive Archipelago now desire that the ez-Sultan, whom they regularly appointed should be
reinstated on the throne with the consent and the approval of the Governor of Ceylon ' ¢

and party feelings, as at present, if Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-di i i .
if he ware gnided i'n the administration of the Is]ands:l;:,'u?hglée‘:em Goxppointed and confirmed, and
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No. 18.
A, Ibrahim Didi to Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G.
Malé, Maldives,
December 8, 1892,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to inform Your Excellency that myself and the ministers of our State
have jointly written an Arabic letter, as is our custom, to Your Excellency abous the sad news of
the death of our well-beloved Sovereign Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din Iskandar, in which we have fully
explained everything to Your Lxcellency's information. .

Ag our present Sultan Mubammad Iinad-ud-din is under age to rule himself, u Council called
Ruskan Hinga Majlis was appointed to govern the country till His Highness arrives at the proper
age, according to the Mobummedan law, the members of which were the ministers and noblewmen,
who were elected according to the Maldive law, and I as the Premier from the time of my brother-
in-law, the late Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din Islandar, was elected President to the said Ruskan Hinga
Majlis. ‘Therefore I have to inform Your Excellency; the representative of the British Government in
Ceylon,about my appointment to the said office, 23 we hiave hitherto done on such occasions.

In conclusion, I hope that the British Government will remain with our present Sovereign more
attached in friendly relations than ever, and be under Your Excellency’s tavour and protection,

4 1 have, &c..
A. IBRAHIM DIDI.

No. 17.
Ministers of State for the Maldives to Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G.

AAY YoUR EXCELLENCY PROSPER,—WE beg to inform Your Excellency that we have been
vrought down by a very heavy blow, which has filled us with inexpressible sorrow. OQur Ruler
Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din is no more. He died on the Sth of Jamadul Avval (20th November)
of diabetes after a few days' illuess, during which he had proper mediecal treatment.

Before his death he expressed a wish that one of his sons should succeed him. We have
accordingly raised his son, who is now only eight yeurs old, to the throne. We, who are the principal
Ministers of the State, beg that Your Excellency will show the young ruler as great kindness, favour,
and friendship as Your Excellency showed to his fasher. '

Dated 17th Jamadul Avval, 1310 A.H., and signed by—

(1) TBRAHIM DIDI (Dorhimena Kilege-fan).

(2) AMIR HASSAN (Farana Kilege-fan).

(3) VIZIER HASSAN (Hakura Manik-fan).

(4; VIZIER HASSAN (Vilana Manik-fan).

(5) HAZINDAR SEYYADU HASSAN (Manik-fan).

(6) KATIBU SULTANATE IBRAHIM (Manik-fan).

(7) VIZIER UMAR (Dakura Dakuru-fan),

(8) SEYYADU MUSA (XKatibu Manik-fan),

(9) AHAMAD DIDI EFFENDI IBUNU IBRAHIM
DIDI (Kuda Dorhimena Kilege-fan).

(10) ALI IBUNU ABDUL KADER SHEK ALl
(Alkkkali Ali Hessa Muddin.)

No. 18.
The Ministers of State for the Maldives to Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G.

MayY His EXCELLENCY PROSPER,—WE beg to inform Your Excellency that we have received
Your Excellency's letters of the 10th and 1lth January, 1892 (sic), and uunderstood their contents,
We arerequired to explain the law of succession in the Maldive Islands. We ure asked: Who succeeds
to the throne on the death of a Sultan ? Who is the eldest son of the late Sultan ? Who should Le
raised to the throne according to the Maldivian law of succession ?

In accordance with the custom which had existed between this Government and the Ceylon
Government, and in terms of the agreement entered into a short time ago, we informed Your
Excellency of the death of the Sultan and what had been done since. But as Your Excellency wishes
to know further particulars, we here comply with the wish truthfully.

The deceased Sultan had four wives. Of these, the second and third were divorced a short
time before his death, By his Hrst wite the Sultan bad two daughters aged seventeen and fifieen years,
respectively, and a son aged eight vrears, This was the son whom the Sultan nominated as his
successor. His name is Muhammad Imad-ud-din. The second wife (who was divorced) has a son
aged fourteen years and two danghters aged twelve and nine years respectively. The third wife
{who was also divorced) has a daughrer aged seven years. The fourth wife has two sons aged six
and two years respectively. The Sulitan had one more wite, but she died childless,

This is the Maldivian custom as to succession. The person nominated by the Sultan at his
death succeeds him, whether he is the eldest son or youngest son, or whether he is o member of the
Sultan’s family or an outsider. This is in accordance with the religion of the Maldivians and their
laws. Sultan Muohiyadia invited from Java, 1103 A.H., Seyyadu Muhammadu Samusadin Glhamvi-
yal, who wasu foreiguer, and delivered the kingdom to him, preferring him to his own children and
relations. Again, in 1180 s\, Sultan Hassan Isasdin, who had three sons, Muhammadn Isasdin
Hassan Nar-ud-din,and Ali,nominated athisdeath an outsider, Muhammadu Ima-dud-din, who accord:
ingly succeeded him. If the Sultan does not at his death nominate a successor, his eldest son is raised
!.o the throne, provided he is free from defects or such diseases as leprosy, &c., and not wanting in
intelligence. When the eldest son is disqualified on the above grounds, the next qualified son is
elected to the throne, as in the case of the late Sultan, who was raised to the throne in preference to his
elder brother, whose claims were passed over, as he was blind. If the Sultan has no son who is

qualified to sit on the throne, a near relation of his is chosen to fill it. " In the abs i
relation, the relation of a pre‘decessor is chosen, &e. ! preeietyqualied
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1t is u duty imposed on us by our religion to carry out the last wish ot the Sultan. We have.
as requested by him, accepted the child nominated by him us our Sultun. We therefore beg that
Your Bxcelloncy and Her Majesty the Queen will be pleased to recognize him as Sultan, register hix
name in the list of Rulers, and show him the same favour as was shown to his tacher.
Long live Your Excellency. Salaams.
Dated 27th of Rajab, 1310 A.H., and signed by Ibrahim Didi and other ministers,

No. 19.

H. C. P. Bell, Eaq., to the Hon, the Colonial Secretary.
; Anuradhapury, March 25, 1893.
The Maldive Succession.

S1R,—IN reply to your letter of the 20th instani, I have the honour to unnex 4 wemorandum
drawn up upon the question (which His Excelloncy,the Governor has done me the honour to refer
tor my opinion) as to the absoluts power to regulate the succession to the throne claimed for the
Sultan of the Maldives by the ministers at Male,

I am, &e.,
H. C. P. BELL.

Enclosure in No, 19,
MEMORANDUAM,

Query.

Has the Sultan of the Maldive Islands the absolute and unqualiied power of nominating his
successor ?

Reply.

L—Within his own Dominivns.—~On the evidence afforded by past history (so far as known to
me) I am forced to the conclusion that the Sultans of the Maldives have undoubtedly at times exercised
as of right (though in all probability with the advice and support of at least the mujorvity of the
chiefs and ministers) the power to regulate the immedinte succession to the throne after their death :
but provided always that such nomination did not ¢lash with requirements or dizabilities created by
Maldivan (f.e., Muslim) law, or local custom having the torce of law, The Sultans are not above the
law, but are otherwise absolute as regards the internal Government of the kingdom.

Pyrard de Laval (for seven years a captive at Malé, between 1602-7 a4.p., and atill the best
authority regavding the Islands) writes: *7The Government of the Maldive State is royal, very
ancient, and absolute : the king is feared and dreaded, and everything depends npon him."

Lieutenant Christopherof the Indian Navy (a thoroughly reliable writer, who spent soie time av
the Maldives in 1834-6) notes: ** Although the Viziers have the privilege of offering udvice, they
possess no authority to control the Sultan, but the influence they acquire from their situations
often enables them indirectly to restrain him from arbitrary exertions of power, or from adopting
measures injurious to the public interests by exciting the people to remonstrace in a body."”

The ministers in their letter of the 27th Rajab, 1510 A.D., state the case still more
decisively : “ This is the Muldivian custom as to succession. "The person nominuted by the Sultan
at his death succeeds him, whether he i3 the eldest son or youngest son, or whether he is u mewmber
of the Sultan’s family or an outsider. This is in accordance with the religion of the Maldivians and
their 1aws cieeieeee If the Sultan does not at his death nominate a successor, his eldest son is raised to
the shorne, provided he is fres from defects or such diseases as leprosy, &c.. und not wanting in
intelligence," i.e., compos mentis., *When the eldest is disqualified on the above grounds, the next
qualified son is elected to the throne ......... If the Sultan has no son who is qualitied to sit on the
throne, & near relation of his is chosen to fill it. In the absence of any qualified velation, the relation
of A predecessorischosen.” To the disabilities which operate to disqualify for succession to the throne
might have been added—

(i.) Lawiul disinherison, on just grounds, of children otherwise eligible ;

(ii.) Disinherison by reason of legal and final divorce of wives, carrring therewith bar to
all future claim by the children born of them to royal succession :

(iii.) Minority.

Cateris paribus, the usual rule of succession at the Maldives for ab least two centuries has
been for the eldest surviving son to be nominated Ly the ruling Sultan before Lis death and to follow
his father on the throne. Thus Sultan Ibrahim succeeded in 1721 A.D.; Sultan M. Muin-ud-din
in 1798 ; and Sultan M. Imad-ad-din in 1835. Fuiling sons, the Sultan's brother has succeeded (e.q..
Sultan M., Mukkarram Imad-ud-din in 1749 ; Saltan Hassan Nur-ud-din in 1773 ; in a single
instance a daughter, Amina (1753 4,D.).

The two instances (a), (0), as quoted by the ministers in support of their contention that
absolute power of decreeing the succession after hisdeaih resis exclusively with the Sultan, need some
modification.

(a) AS"ultcm Mohiyadin in or abous 1103 A.H. (1691-2 4.D.) seems actually to have invited
to the Maldives a foreigner, Sayyed M. Shansuddin (a native of Humavi in Yemen) in order to raise
him to the throne. As, however, the Arab only held rule for five months, it is very probable that
his ap o&ntment was not acceptable to the Maldivians. A new though short-lived dynasty then
succeeded.

() In 1330 A.H. (Sultan) Hassan Isasdin, who had tbree sons, Muhammadu Isasdi Tect
Muiz-ud-din), Hassan Nur.un.l-giiu, and Ali, nominated at nis death’an ontsiderr,lglibﬁ;g;ggtﬁ;rIeL;t:Ifl‘f
ud-din (cor;-ectl_r, Ghlyas-ud-_dm), who accordingly succeed him, Here the ministers are at fault in
regard to the alleged selection of an “outsider.” Sultan Huazan Izzuddin, before hig death in
February, 1767 4.0, (Ramazim, 1180 4.H.), restored the throne to the former line Ly appointing as
his successor the son of Sultan Ibrahim (1721-49 1.D.). his own children beigg.mh‘qu appointing as
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¢) The ministers might have also instanced Sultan Ibrahim hims.alf, who in 1749 A.D.
. alled his brother (Sultan Multkaram Imad-ud-din) as_his snecessor owing to the minority of
inst own son (nafterwards nominated by Sultan Hassan Izzudderi and crowned in 1763 A.D as)
g:;sltan M. Ghiyas-ud-din, o o .

In both these latter instances (b), (¢), therefore, the thsnhﬂwy.of minority affected the dying

decision of the Sultan pro lanlo, thongh the sole right of nowinating at will a successor legally
oligible was both exercised and idmitted by the Islanders.
More recently blindness has militated as a disability against claim to succession arising trom
goniority. Sultan M. Imud-ud-din was followed on the throne in 1882 A.D. by his second son (Sultan
[brahim Nuwr-ud-din, recensly deceased) “in preterence (as rightly stated by the ministars) tohis elder
prother (Hassan Tzzaddin), whose claims were passed over, as he was blind.”

[L.—=1Vill relativn to Great Britain (as represented by the Ceylon Government under the
Administration of Hisx Ercellency the Governor), virtual Suzerain of the Maldive Islands, a Semi-
Sovereign, but Dependent and 2'ributary State~In this ¢onnection I may be permitted to invite
attention to my remarks in Appendix A (“ Political Status of the Sultan”) in the report on “The
\faldive Islanda™ (Sessional Paper No. XLIII, of 1882).

After reviewing the historical evidence on the question I sumnmed up the position as
tollows :— 4

It appears from the above—

(i) That the Maldive Sultans have voluntarily courted defensive alliance with the
dominant European power in Ceylon by placing themselves of their own accord
under its protection, and by the tender of actual or virtual tribute,

(i) That in the absence of any express treaty or agreement the role of suzerain has been
accepted by each power in turn by inference clearly deducible from offcial
correspondence.

(ili.) Thac the present political status of the Maldives is that of a semi-sovereign State
under the exclusive protectorate of the English Government in Ceylon—a relation
very similarto thatof the King of the Isle of Man with John of Engiand, established
by treaty of 1212 A.D.

From the above statement of the case I see no reason to withdraw, save to the extent which
the recent agreement come to in 1337 between His Excellency the Governor Sir A. H. Gordon and
the Maldive Goverament may render necessary. Of the exact terms of that agreement I am not aware,
but I ave been led to believe that it stipulates for immediate repors of every change of Government
1t the Islands on the one hand,and on the other for the formal acknowledgment and approval by the
Ceylon Government of any action taken by the Maldive administration, which appears to be in
accordance with the wish of the chiefs and people.

\Whether in the present enlightened fin.de-siécle days of the nineteenta century the absence of
an express agreement clearly laying down, inder alic, the limits within which the dangerous nssump-
tion of absolute power by a petty ruler should be confined is, I venture to think, 4 matter demand-
ing the serious and urgent consideration of the suzerain power., The ““embarrassment’ shadowed
forthin the under-quoted paragraph of my report (Appendix 4, page 125) has occurred more than once
since, and, me judice, nothing short of a definite engagemeni with the Maldive Governmens will put
an end to periodical recurrence at the Islands of intrigue and discontent, and, on the part of the
Ceylon Government, doubt and uncertainty regarding the right course of action demanded by
varying circamstances,

Extract,

[t muse be contessed that the want of some precise line tor the guidance of this Govern-
went in its intercourse with the Sultans, such as is clearly laid down in the engagements
hetween the Indian Government and the Protected States (e.g., of Rajaput, Bardela, Malwa,
&c.), may be productive of some embarrassment, The Sultan hasalways been considered and
treated by the English as an independent Prince ; but it has not yet been settled by express
stipulation how far the Sultan, in virtue of his independence, or the Ceylon Government
in che character of his friends and protectors, should direct and superintend the external
interest of Maldive Islands. If this right Lelongs solely to the Sultan—as in the eye of
international law it has passed, not by influence, but per ezpressum—this Government may be
without, and even uguinst, their consent drawn into measures affecting their own interests
and possessions: on the other hand, if the Ceylon Government, in virtus of their character as
protectors of the Sultan’s dominions, claim the right of directing the interests of the Maldive
[slands, then they infringe the acknowledged independency of the Sultan, and become in
fact che rulers, instend of the defenders, of hisceountry, It seems reasonable. indeed, that the
Government who have taken npon themselves the office of protector should be allowed the
lead in all political transactions chat affect the Maldives, and this the Sultans bave admitted
s sponta by appealing to the Cerlon Government whenever likely to be involved in
ditficulties with foreign powers. Bur should the Saltan elaim the privilege of acting for
himself. the Ceylon Government, if determined to follow the strict law of nations, may find
themselves perplexed until it be absolutely settled how fur they or the Sultan m'-e to yield
upon any difference of opinion. ’

The conclusions arrived ac may be conveniently summarized :—

1. Within their dominions the Sultans have exercised absolute power of i
‘ l, . . g 3 ecreeing the
immediate succession to the throne, subject only to the re uirements and disabiliti F Maldive
and esrahilshed custom. ' ’ : b Henatildivelow
2, Among snch disabilities are—

(i.) Disinherison, actual,

(ii.) Disinherison, viriual, as the result of divorce.
(iii.) Minority.

(iv.) Bodily defect.

(v.) Insanity.
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3. Ordinavily, in the absence ot disability or express deathbed will to the contrary, succession
to the throne falls to the eldest son, next to younger sons, then to other near relations failing all,
descendants of Sultans of other dynasiies.

4. Inrelation to Great Britain the Sultans have held, hy tacit consent at least, the same absolute
power in regard to the royal succession, modified (but still not fully defined) by the requirement
since 1387 of immediate communication to the Ceylon Government, as viriual suzerain, of every
change of Government occurring at the Islands.

An express treaty is greatly to be desiderated.

March 25, 1893. H. C. P. BELL.

No. 20.
Mohammed Didi to Lisutenant-Governor Sir E. Nosl Walker, K.C.3).G.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR Excernuexcy,—IN approaching Your Excellency with the representa-
tion referred to in my letter of the 10th instant,’I beg to assure Your Excellency that in protesting
against the present arrangements for the administration of the Government of the Maldives I am not
actuated by any motives of self-interest or aggrandizement, or by a desire to take revenge on those
who brought ubout my downtall by foul and nefarious means. I do at present, in the Laccadive
Islands, under the Government of India, hold a pdsition not inferior to the one I held under the
Sultan of the Maldives,and fully believing that vengeance belongs to the Almighty God alone I spurn
such an idea with contempt. My country is dearer to me than kith or kin, and it is because I see it
‘on the verge of ruin that I have come here at great personal inconvenience to do all I can to save it
from the calamity which is now impending over it. As the Prime Minister of three successive
Sultans, and as one who is intimately acquainted with the character, usages, and customs of the
Maldivians, I foresee things which malke me feel anxious for the safety of those people, Ibrahim
Didi is an unscrupulous, grasping, and avaricious individual, who would not be satisfied with
anything less than the supreme power in the State. He is descended from & family which had
manifested this trait of character, on account of which his grandfather, father, and he himself wera
banished from the country by those Sultans who were wise enough to see through them. By
his long residence in Galle aud Colombo. where Le has made many friends, among whom I may
mention Abdul Careem, he has managed by a gross misrepresentation of facts to enlis the sympathy
and gain the favour of the previous Governor of Ceylon. It has therefors become my duty to
undeceive the Ceylon Government, and for that purpose I annex hereto for Your Excellency’s

erusal—
? (i.) A statementof facts connected with the Maldivian succession to the throne (marked A);
(ii.) A genealogical table of the Sultans of the Maldives (mavked B); and
(iii.) A memorandum of the laws and usages with regard to succession (marked Q).

These facts I am prepared to prove and verify if some impartiai gentleman, who has had
nothing to do with Ibrahim Didi and Lis friends personally, is sent with an impartial interpreter to
inquire into them. The interpreter shonld be other than Abdul Careem, who, Lesides being disquali-
fied on account of his being an intimate friend of Ibrahim Didi, is otherwise unfit to perform duties
as such, inasmuch as he has no koowledge of the Maldivian languauge, und only a very imperfect
knowledge of the Hindustani langnage, his ignorance of which he betrayed by his inability to
explain a single seutence of the ireaty sent to the Maldives for the signature of the Sultan.

Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen is the suzerain of the Sultan of the Maldives, and his
Jdominions are therefore under Her Majesty’s protection, anil I venture to thinl chat this protection
consists not only in protecting the Sultan fromn his external enemies, but also in protecting him, his
lawiul heirs, and his subjects from the machinations of those internal enemies who have been the
bane and the curse of the Maldives. If an inquiry is made. as suggested by me, Your Excellency
will find that the sixtements made by me in Annexure A are true und not exageerated, and there wijl
be elicited enough facis to conviuce Your Excellency that the puppet of a Sualtan, which is now set
np in the person of the youugest son of the late Sulian, to the exclusion of his eldest son and
nephew, who, according to the Maldivian laws and customs, are the only two lawful heirs to the
vacant throne, has no right or title to succeed his late father, but is placed on the throne by a
designing few, who have seized this opportunity to possess all the power in their bands, to aggrandize
and enrich themselves by ruining the inhabitants and the foreign merchants, to maltreat those
with whom they are offsnded, and to exterminate those wiom they regard as their enemies.

I therefore most humbly beg of Your Excellency to cause strict ingniries to be made in these
matters, and to cause jnstice to ba done to my nephew and brother-in-law, the only two lawful heirs
of the late Sultan, whose rights an ungrateful minister has set aside.

I also beg of Your Excellency to command the Regent to recall all those relatives and ministers
of Sultan Muin-ud-din whom he has iniquitonsly banished from the Maldives, and not to molest
them after their return to their homes and families.

For which act of justice I, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Colombo, May 23, 1893, —_— MOHAMMED  DIDI.
ANNEXURES. '
A.—Statement of Facts connected with the Maldivian Succession to the Throne.

My great-grandfather Ibrahim Rannabaadari Manikfan was married to the daughte
Mubammad Moez-ud-din, and was the Prime Minister of Sultan Hassan Nur-ud-din, wao r:igﬁesdu;&lrl-
the Maldives over a hundred years ngo, He held that office till his master’s death, and also served in
the same capacit uutil his death under Sultan Muhammad Muin-ud-din, who suceeeded him ; in all
he was Prime Ministar for about thiriy-six veurs. My tather, who had married the last S‘ultau“
danghter, succeeded him in office. When this Sultan died he was succeeded by his eldest son Sult'n:
Muhammad Imad-ud-din, and my father was his Prime Minister for a period of'forty years, and -\ft{er
I;ls deu_l:h [ became his Prime Minister at twenty-six vears of ags, Sultan Imnd-ud-di,n rei‘ned
g;;y-qmg tye:;gs, a;ld at his&ieattﬁa) left two sons ; the eldest son being a blind man, the voungefone

raised to the throne : ; im Nur i : "hi iects
i e humnnitu}? er the name of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, and governed his subjects
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1brahim Didi, who was then at Galle with his father, returned to the Maldives, and was
sointed & minister on my recommendution, and was sent to Co}ombo with a letter to the Governor
0 :latnining the Sultan's unwillingness to establish a depdt of coalsin one of the islands of the Maldivian
":T‘oup, and on his return applied for appointment as Treasurer, und on my udvice that office was
5onfurred on him by the Sultan. After this he began to suggest to me to send away all the foreign
jperchants trading at the Maldives and to give the monopoly of the whole trade of the Islv:nds to the
grm of Carimjee Jatlerjee for the annual payment of Rs. 80,000. I told him that they, hemg'Bmtm,h
qubjects, conld not be sent away without the sanction of the Ceylon Government ; thg\t the Sq]tan B
gabjects would snifer great loss by it, as the granting of a monopoly would mean an increass in the
price ot articles. He then went with this proposal to the Sultan, but His Highness also declined to
wive his sanction, and he was displeased with me and his master in consequence of our refusal to
accept Lis proposal. i )

1 went to Caleurta on sick leave, and on my return Ibrahim Didi cume to me and compluined
that the Sultan is not what he had been before ; that he would not hear his advice ; that he was prone
to be severe and self-willed. [ ulso discovered a change in the Sultan, who was led by a favonrite
of his named Hakura Manilkfin. His subjects were dissatisfied with him. .

T'he Sultan, seeing this state of things, abdicated. nominating his nepbe_)v ‘:Sult.anr Muin-ud-
din as his successor. In consequence of this he was unanimously proclaimed Sultan, The young
Sultan wallked in the fooisteps of his forvefathers, adopted the counsels of his Prime Minister, and
ruled his subjects with justice and moderation. Ibrahim Didi now hegan to impq!-tune.l-he youny
Sultan with his monopols seheme, and the Sultan permitted him to do soatter consuliing his subjects.
Withont Joing shis Ibeahim Didi served notices on the Bombay merchants to quit the [sland within
four monzhs, aond us they demurred and remonstrated their shops and stores were burnt.

Shorelr after this an English letter was received from the Lieutenant-Governor informing
Tbrahim Didi that His Exeelleney did not approve of the depousition of the former Sultan without
the authoviiy of the Cerlon Government, and of the interference with the free trade of the British
sabjects. On reading this the yonng Sultan was strack with terror.  He sent me with a letter to the
Governor expluining tacts about the abdication of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din and the serving of
notices on the foreizn merchants, His Excellency the Governor was satisfed, I was sent hack, and
all was quiet and peaceful again. ) . .

The roung Sultan now turned his attention to the internal administration of his dominions,
1o retrench his expenses and to pay off the great debt that was due to the merchants from Bombay,
who now petitioned him to seitle their claims, as the Lreasurer Ibrahim Didi neglected to do so from
a number of vears. He therefore ordered Ibrahim Didi to submit his accounts for his inspection.
Tbrahim Didi deluyed compliance. He was perempiorily commanded to ober. This annoyed him
ro sl un extent that he began to abuse his master openly and threatened to dethrone him. The
Sultan took away his keys aml commanded others to examine his hooks, They were found to be in
a fearful state of confusion, and a debt of Rs. 70,000 was found to have been contracted during the
three vears he held the office of the Treasurer, so that, including the debt he bad conrracted when he
held that oifice previonsly, the whole (debt amounted to abont a lac of rupees. How all this money
was spent the Treasnrer's books did not show.

Ibenhim Didi, for fear of incurring the displeasure of the Sultan and its consequences, began
to concoer pians for effecting a revolntion and to dechrone the Sultan and raise Ibrahim Nur-ud-din
again to the chrone. For this purpose he guined over to his side one or two ministers, and collected
all the bad characters of the place around him, and requested Ibrahim Nur-ud-din to resume his
throne. Ibrahim Nur-ud-din came to mne one night, informed me of what was taking place, and
asked my advice. I advised him to Le careful, and to consult the Governor's wishes hefore he
atrempted to do such a thing, as he had previously informed His Excellency that he had abdicated of
his own accord. He aceepted my advice and kept aloof. This exasperated the conspirators the
more. Larrers were found thrown abont the streets rhreatening destrnetion to the Sultan’s palaces
and to the whole Island. In consequence of this some ministers kept aloof. and some Lkept them-
selves within doors. One night an ancient palace, containing valnables worth more than a lac of
rapees, was set on fire and reduced to ashes. Conflagrations began in every direction. and there was
snspense andanxiety in every mind., At fnst some of the partizans of Ibrahim Didi were detecied, und
the Sulian orlered the Kazee to try them and punish them. When the Knzee sent men to seize the
offenders thexr went and rook shelier in Ibrabim Didi's house, and he refused to deliver them up to
justice. 'The populace became excited, and forced an entrance afier a slight resistance. and took
them priseners. They were all raken unp, tried, found guilty, and the ringleaders exiled. The
Sultan wrate to the Governor of Cerlon and informed him of all that bad ocenrred, and the Governor
advised him to show some consideration to Ibrahim Didi. in view of his past services, and in
enonseguence of his heing a Turkish Vice-Consul. The young Sultan did so.

A man-of-war then arrived with Abdul Careem as interpreter. The Admniral also arrived and
rlesived to know if Ibrahim Didi was imparsially tried. and on being answered in the affirmative
produced a :opy of a treavy and desired the Sultan to read it and sign it. Abdul Careem was unable
to explain even a sentence of that treaty to the Suitan. The Saltan was obliged to ask for time,
and it was kindly grented to him. Another man-of-war came again with Abdul Careem as an
interpreter. and as he was unable to explain the treaty to the Sultan, and the Sultan, not being
desirous of creating unnecessary delay, put his seal to the English copy of the treaty, The Sultan .
sent the usual presents in a vessel to His Excellency the Governor. and an Arabic translation of the
treaty was sent to him by it. The Sultan's Arabic Secretary could not nnderstand some portions of it,
and another Jelay was the consequence, #

Ihrahim Didi, who was reealled from exile in detference to the Governor's wish, was very
kindly treated by the Sultan. Ibrahiw Didi petitioned the Sultan to grant him a larger island thun
what he then possessed for his support. but his request was not granted, and displeased at this
Tbrahim Didi ceased to visit the Sultan, and he left the Island,

_ Afterthis th‘e voung Sultan gota Moonshes from Colombo to explain the Arabic copy of the treaty
to him and to teach the roung men of the Island the Hindustani and English languages. He arrived.
and the treaty was fully and properly explained, and the Sultan, having fully understood it, put his
seal to the Arabic copy, and sent the same by me and the tribute by the ambassador... He ,gave me.
Ea;i;alog\.:ablc letters, with their English translations, to be delivered to the Governor, explaining
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to him the.reason of the delay in sending the tribute. The weuther being bad, it took us sevente==
days to reach Colombo. . . . ]
In the meantime a vessel with the Governor's Aide-de-Camp, who hud wich hun!' besides Abdw
Careem, his interpreter, Ibrahim Didi nnd his son, had been despatched by the Governor. T::-
yonng Sultan was dethroned. I afterwards heard that he was dethroned in the nume of -
Governor withous the knowledge of his Aide-de-Camp. 'Chis vessel returned to Colomby on the same
day in whieh my vessel anchored here, Ibrahim Didi showed great externul triendship for me.
und desired to see the letters I had written to His Excellency the Governor, especially their Engliza
translations, and when 1 vefused to yield to his wishes he and the Maha Mudaliyar :\tl_wse(l e not i
deliver them to His Excellency. I'was deceived and bewildered, and did us they tlestyed. . .
On theday that the tribute was delivered the Maha Mudaliyur, at thesuggestion of [brahim Dids.
subjected me to the humiliation of carrying the Sultun’s letter to the Governor on my he.-.ul, ngains
all previons custom. 'I'he Governor condescended to acdvise me to return to the Z\[alrh_ves and 3
behave well. I must have been grossly misrepresented to the Governor, All the fi:_.\stllrba?c-'e_.
trouble, and rebellion cansed by Ibrahim Didi must have been most falsely and maliciously laid
to my charge, v .
I retnrned to the Maldives, nnd as soon as my ship anchored the Sultan sent me a small notz
asking me not to land. but to go to an island at some distance from Malé and reside there for a time.
as those who were hanished at my time had been recalled and were in power. Of the hardship and
misery I endured during my exile I have no wish to trouble Your Execellency with an accouns of
them, All T have stated here are Facts, and I am prepared to prove and verify them.

MOHAMMED DIDI.

B.—Genealogical Table uf the Sultans of the Maldives.

About o hwwlred yewrs ago Saltan Hassan Nur-ud-din was Sultan of the Maldives.
son Sultan Muhamunad Mnin-wl-din succeeded him.

His eldes:

Heo bhad two sons :—
brocher Sultan

He was succeeded by his eldest son Sultan Mubammad [mad-wit-din.

The Ibrunim

1. Eldest son, being blind, did not succeed bis
father,

He has two sons —
(1) Eldest son Sultan Muin-ud-din reigned for

a short time after the abdication of Sultan Ibra- |

him Nar-ud-din, but abdicated, Dead.

(2) Younger brother is alive, and is one of the !

heirs to the throne,

| 2 younger
Nur-ud-din succeeded his tather. Was compelled
to abdicate, and again was raised to power,

'The eldest son possesses all che ynalifications
necessary to succeed his father according to the
laws and customs of the Maldives. Has been
passed over by Ibrahim Didi, who raised his
vounger brother,a boy of eight vears of uge, to the
throne, constituting himseif Regent.

"
i He left two sons :—
|
]

C.—emvrandum of Laws-and Customs regarding Suceession in Maldives,

1.

responsibility.
2

his own brocher as his successor,
binding.

4. If the Sultan's sons are minors, he could nominate lis

The Sultan-elect should be above fittesn vears of
Lis majority, He must be a member of the Royal Family,
defects, He must be ingelligent, of a good chavacter,

A Sultan who is abous to abdieate his throne. or when about to die
as his suceessor, but the approval of his subjects is
In cuse the eldess son is unfhit to succeed

ige, an age in which u young man attains
of a sound mind, and free from all bodily
and one who can think and ace on his own

<y nominace hisson
absolutely necessary to place bim on the throne,
him on account of his age. a Sultan can nominate

but it is the approval of his subjects wlone thut malkes that choice

own beother or nephew as his

successor, but the people must approve of his choice,

3.
must consent to act as such till the sons are
6. 1If the people do not approve of

minisre_rs and of the Sulian himself.

. In case the Sultan dies without issue and wit

alone have the prerogative of nominating their

accept him and place him on the throne.

In case the Sultan’s sons ave all minors, the Sultan can nominate a1 Regent,

but the nominee

grown up, and the people must wpprove of that choice,
) o nomines of the Sultan, he cannot be raised to power.
Che person whom they nominate alone is raised to the throne

, in spite of the disapproval of the

hout nominating « successor, the people

¢ own sovereign aul rnler,
S. The nobles and ministers may suggest a successor of che Snlt

an, but the people alone must

[n fact. no Sultan can ascend the throne without the consent and approval of the paople.

MOHAMMED DIDI,

No. 21,

The Hon, the Acting Colonial

STR,—I A desired by the Lieutenant-Governor to place on record in tl
ew which His Excellency gran

result of the intervi

pfltjance with the request contained in your letter
affa

irs in the Maldive Islands, and especially of the

Secretary to Mohammed Didi,

Colonial Seeretary’s Otfice,
Colomlbyo, June 3, 1593,

1is communication the
ted to rou at Kandy on the 31s; ultimo, in com-
f the 23rd ultimo, respecting ‘the present state of
succession to the Sultanate. -

0
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2 The Lieutenant-Governor. after at_tentive[y listen.ing o what You hu.EI W say, Iand after
v 2t from you some information respecting the Islunds in reply to his inguiries, reminded you
'7"“”111:1?# the Government of Ceylon could not interfers in any wmanner in the local affairs of the
that, W ]n;l in matters of purely internal concern, yet it was desirong of preserving the relations
lilands ?nbﬂ with the late Sultan, and of atfording its protection and friendship to the Islands, as well
‘“tiemh spitable assistance to any of its shipwrecked natives.
RA 16 ; ; His Excellency further said thas it was the duty of this Government to confirm the Sultans
1y succeeding to the throne according to Maldivian laws and customs of succes_siqn, and' that the
eny 'n making any such confirmation was due to his desire to have some further information as to
'Isl?yﬁ,wq and customs. It was explained that any such delay was not of so much consequence, as
:g:rle !:uu'I been no man-of-war available to convey any o(ficer to perform the ceremony of recognition
and conﬁr?ﬁﬁgoﬁi.eutenant-Governor then enjoined you to counsel your countrymen in the Islands to
gaceabiy await the decisions of the Government of Ceylon as to the succession, and begged you to
pest. agsured that the person who should after full information and consideration bfa fmmd_ to be
;n]tun duly succeeding to the shrone according to Maldivian laws and customns would in due time be
;-acognized and confirmed as such. . ) ) ) ‘
5. Iam to add, with an expression of the interest of this Government in the welfare ot the
Islands, that His Excellency trusts that you will act on this injunetion and assurance,

N

I have, &c.,
J.o A, SWETTENHAM,

No. 22.
Liencenaut-Governor Sir I, Noel Walker, K.C.M.G., to the Ministers of State for the Maldives,
Colombo. June 3. 1893,

THE Governor of Cerlon lett the Island two months ago for a shors time,and I, as Lientenant-
Governor, am administering the Government in his absence.

2. As intimated to you in the lester of 11th January last, His Excellency.was awaiting o
hefitting intermission of time before finally considering and communicating to you his clecisiqn as to
the recognition and confirmation by the Government of Ceylon of the Sultan, whose nomination
to succeed to the throne of the Maldive Islands you had reported.

3. No opportunity has yet occurred of sending a high officer of Her Maujesty to the Maldives.
or of performing the ceremony of recognition.

4. To me there is one point which yon do not appear to have made clear, and on which 1
dlesire you to Le so good as toafford me some further information, It is the duty of this Government
to confirm the Sultans duly succeeding to the throne according to Maldivian laws and customs of
succession, Inresponse to the Governor's inquiry, you were undersrood to state that according to sueh
laws and eustoms the reigning Sultan has absolute and unqualified power and authority to nominate
aither an older or a rounger member of his family, or any one outside of his family, to be his
guccessor to the throne. Yon, however, make this statement without quoting the authority for it ar
giving any facts in suppor: of it.  In the two instances which you mention, the one Sultan-elect only
held rule for five months and the 6ther was the son of a Sultan of a former line.

3. It would appear, on the other hand, from records of the Maldives, that the usual rule of
succession for at least two conturies huy been for the eldest surviving son to be nomiunated by she
ruling Sualtan, and this would be in accordance with Mohammedan law, which. it is presnmed.
is congidered of some authority in the Maldives,

6. It also seems to he necessary thai the chiefs and the people should acquiesce in the
tinal election of their Sultan, and I would wish you to inform me whether I am correctly informed
on this point.

7. I have farther toinquire : WWhat isthe custom when the Saltunship devolves on a minor as
to the persons whoare to govern the kingdom in the name of that minor ? Do the ministers become
Regents? And if so. what is the anthorvity for this course, and has each an equal voice in the
Regency ? And Ly what anthority are vacancies in the number of ministers filled up during
a Sultan's minority ?

8. T would take thia opporeunity of stating that rumours have reached Ceylon that there is a
strong wish on the part of the people for the succession of the elder son of the late Sultan in
preference to the yonnger one, whose election you had reported. and that a representation to this
effect had recently been made to you. As you know the great interest we tale in everything which
affects the prosperity of the Maldives, I had hoped to have received from you a full and particnlar
account of the action of the people in this matter. In the absence of any information from yourselves,
which T now request that you will furnish, I find mryself unable to judge of the popular feeling
in all the islands which compose the Maldives. If the people have any voice in the election, and if
the circumstances shonld be as rumoared, they would form subject for consideration by this Govern-
ment before confirming any succession, '

9. Assuring you of the friendship and good wishes of this Government for the Maldive Islands
out of the desire to continue and pressrve the happy relations encered on with the late Sultan as
stated in the letter of Governor Sir Arthur Gordon,

I have, &e.,
E. NOEL WALKER.

No. 28,
Mohammed Didi to Lieutenant-Governor Sir E. Noel Waller, K.C.M.G.

o MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—IN tendering Your Excellency my thanks for the very
kind manner in which Your Excellency received me at the interview granted to me on Wednesday
the 23rd ultimo, for the very kind sentiments Your Excellency was pleasad to express on that occa-
slon, and for having caused the same to be repeated to me in the Hon. the Colonial Secretary's
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letter of the 3rd instant, I beg to state that [ am here in this foreign land with neither infiuence nor
wealth to back me in my humble endeavour to be of service to my dearly beloved country in the
present crisis, : i

As I said in my previous communication, Ibrahim Didi hus rich and influentinl friends in
Ceylon, who are exerting themselves on his behalf. Abdul Careem, an ustute Moorman from Galle,
the friend and the counsellor of Ibrahim Didi, is now at Colombo for some time, and stays at
Carimjee Jafferjee's bungalow at Kollupitiya, where I am credibly informed consultations are held
almost every night about Maldivian affairs by Abdul Careem, Carimjee Jatferjee, and an old Moorman
uamed Abdul Rahman, I[am confident that in spite of their plans and schemes the truth will prevail
in the end. If Your Excellency will cause strict inquiries to be made by impartial gentlemen and
impartial and competent interpreters, all the statements I have made will be proved to be wue.

Since lastaddressing Your Excellency, two messengers, Hassan Didi and Ahmad Didi,und Hadji
Hussain Kalayafanu, have avrived from the Muldives with letters to me from (1) His Highness the
present Sultan of the Maldives, (2) from the inhabitants of those Islands, and (3) from [brahim Didi
himself, all of which are pressing invitations to me to go over and assume the udministration of the
Maldives. I annex-hereto translations of these letters for Your Excellency’s perusal.

In view of the facts stated in these letters, I feel it a sacred duty I owe to mny country to accede
to the wishes of my sovereign and countrymen, and I am therefore leaving Ceylon at ouce for the
Maldives. I fully believe that by doing so I shall be better able to comply with Your Excellency's
injunction and assurance contained in the 4th paragraph of the Hon. the Colonial Secretary's letter

of the 3rd instant.
In compliance with Your Excellency's commands I also annex hereto a genealogicul table of the

Sultans of the Maldives.
May God grant that the Maldive Islands, their unfortunate people, and sovereign way long
prosper under Your Excellency’s protection and {riendship.

Colombo, June 9, 1893, MOHAMMED DIDI.

ANNEXURLS.
L.—Translativn of the Sultan’s Letler.

\Writcen from che palace tomy elderbrother, Saluums, Tamqguitewell by theygrace vtGod. Al
the people, the ministers, and lascars have ananimously placed me on the throne on the 20th ot the
wmonth of Shawwal., Very shortly after shis I have despatched a vessel named Shatal Hameed with
a letter similar to this one by the hands of Fandy Kalayafunu and Mousa Kalayafanu to bring my
brothers, On the 9th of the month of Zulhaj, by the avrvival of the vessel Harripassa, I was informed
that you were at Colombo. Ou Sunday, the 12th of the month of Zulhaj, I have sent to you Ahmad
Didi and Kalayafunu in the vessel Rupori belonging to Jeevunjie Noorbhai with this leiter requesting
you to come back to me. As soon a8 you see this letter please come hack to Malé withoue delay. By
the grace of God I believe the presen: state of the Island is good.

12th Zulhaj, 1310.

IL.="ranslation of the Letler from the People.

With chanks to God and submission to His Almighty will, we write this letcer containing the
present news of this place in order thus it muy reach the blessed bands of Runabandari Kalayatanu
with the bLelief that the prayer contuined in it will be granted, The foilowing is the news, On
Sanday, the 20ch of the month of Shawwal, all the lascars assembled for the Jistriburion (receiving
the annual presencs), and being dissacisied wich the present state of things in the Isiund and zene for
che other inhabitants of shis place, as well as those of the other islands, and, after holding a consulta-
sion, arrived at the conelusion that what has been done previons to this hus been done withoue their
knowledge, and believing also that ihe eldest sou of Sultan Ibraham Nur-ud-ldin i3 now eapuble of
managing his own affairs placed him on the throne. and appointed the younger brotiher of the late
Sultan Muin-ud-din to assist him for some time. After chis all of us formed the determination of
preventing any person frowm opvressing anocther and creating any distarbunce for the fuiure, and,
should it appear that any person is doing this, of separating him from ns. Then, having unanimously
come to the conclusion that there are the thres brothers Ranabandari Kalayatanu, Abdulla Didi, and
[smail Didi, who are best qualified to manage the atfairs of our august Sultan, whom we have placed
on the throne, and whose commands we ave willing to obey with the greatest willingness, we petitioned
His Highness to send for you three brothers without any delay. The Sultan also informed us that
this was the firat thing that must be doune. and he commanded us to do so. Then ui once we have
sent to the Laccadives Pandigey Muhamad Kalayafanu and Deknuge Mousa Kalayatanu with several
lascars, Then Naibu Tuttu was brought down, and we asked him to write a letter to Colombo, hug us
he disapproved of it, other chief men also thought likewise. Then we and the Suitan heard of vour
staring in Colombo from the bagla (vessel) of Jeevunjie Noorbhai, and we thanked God for this news
The Sultan consulted with all his ministers, and they with one accord approved of the step, and witly
vae consent of all the people we havesent Ahmad Didi and Hadji Hoossain Kalayafanu to eall vou to
Sr?rli?;:ﬁbo. We bey you to grant our request, and all of us with the Sulcan earnestly await vour sute

This letter is written in the Cutchery on the 1lth of the month of Zulhaj by the comman:l
of the Sultan,and sent by the vessel Guira Fatah Careem belonging to the firm of Jee v-unjie Noorbhai.

IIL—Translation oy Ihralim Didi's Letter.

I{arah(ilm Didi's many sulaumslto Mubamad Koko. As I believe the news trom ths Maldives
ave good, and as your coming as quick as possible ig beiter, I request rou to do so with God's ai
help. These days I remain giving thanks to God. ' 4 e "’.‘)d saidand

11th Zulhaj. MOHAMMED DIDL
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[V.—Genealoyicul L'able of the Sultans of Maldives.

About a hunilred years ago Sultan Muhamad Moez-ud-din (mny great-grandfather) reigned over
tho Maldives for about seven years, and when he died he left no male issne, and the people chose
his younger brother Sultan Hassan Nur-ud-din as their sovereign, and he reigned to the hest of my
racollection over ten or twelve years. He was succeeded by his eldestson Sultan Muhamad Muin-ud-
Jin, who reigned for thirty-seven years, He was succeeded by his eldest son Sultan Muhumad
[mad-ud-din, who reigned for forty-nine years. He lefi two sons :—

!. The eldest, being blind, did not succeed his { 2. The younger brother Sultan Ibrahim
futher. Ile is alive. and had two sons :— Nur-ud-din auccaeuleq his father. . He reigned for
(1) Sultan  Muin-nd-din, who reigned over | & short time and “b"lhcl:.‘teflj 1;9“"{“"““‘% liig 31‘?1[.".
the Maldives for a short time, and was obliged to | hew Sultan Muin-ud-din as his suceessor. This
abdiente. He is now dead. l choice was approved of by the people, and they
T . with one voice and consent placed Lim on the
('.2_) The younger bmtg‘aer is alive, and is now a tlirone. After a short reign he was forced to
minister of the present Sultan. ! abdicate, and Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din was
again placed on the throne. He died some time
ago leaving three sons. The eldest was passed
over, and the youngest, a boy of Hive years of age,
f was placed on the throne by Ibrahim Didi, but
! the people dill not approve of this arrangement,
| dethroned the boy Sultun, and raised the eldest
l 3on to the throne.
MOHAMMED DIDI.

No. 24.
Lieutenant-Governor Sir E. Noel Walker, K.(.M.G., to the Most Hon. the Murquess of Ripon, K.G.
Jliseellineouws —No, 282, The Pavilion, Kandy,
Ceylon, June 10, 393,

My LorD MARQUESS.—TWITH reference to the coneluding parngraph of Your Lordship's despateh
No. 4V of the 17th February last, I have she honour to report the veenrrences which have since
taken place in connection with the succession to the Sulumate of the Maldive Islands, but which have
uot yet terminated in the formal recognition by che Governmens of Ceylon of uny successor,

2. T annex a copy of the lecter® wiich was received from tha Ministers of State in reply o
those uddressed to them on receipt of intimation of the death of the late Sultan. Statements had
meantime beeu made in the newspupers and otherwise that the late Sultan had an elder son who
shoald succeed to the throne.

3. ‘There was no authority quoted for cthe assertion that the Sultan did have the absolute ang
unqualiied power ¢laimed by the ministers in this letter of nowminating bis sueccessor, I was not
successful in obtaining in Ceylon any decided opinion on the poinc as regulated by Maldivian laws
and customs of succession to the Sultanate, It was resolved tirerefore, in the end ot March, in the
absence of auy occasion for prompe.action, to await events, Auy delay was of less consequence, as
there was no vessel of war available by which an oficer could be sent to perform the ceremony of
recognition of the Sultan.

4. The ministers have made no further communication, bue towards the end of last month
roports were brought by vessels trading with Ceylon to the effect that there was a divided and
unseitled feeling about the succession, and that the elder son of the late Sultwn, stated variously to
be from Hfteen to seventeen vears of age, had been raised to the rhrone in place of his younger
brother. The statewents did not amount to anything which was specilic or reliable, and there (il
not seem to be any serious distwrbance, At any rate, I felt that I was precluded by the velations into
which this Government had entered with that of the Maldives under the anshoricy of Sir Henry Holland's
despateh No. 190 of 20th June, 1837, from interfering with these local aftairs and macters of internsl
coucern, and that this Government shounld confine its action to the confrmation of the Sultan who
might be satistactorily shown to huve succeeded to the throne according to Maldivian laws anl
customs.

3. On the 27th ultimo I received from Mohammed Didi, a minister of former Sultans. and
an exile av Minicoy sinee 1888, the letter, of which I enclose a copr.t In that communication he
protests against the present arrangements for the administration of the Government of the Maldives,
and prays for inquiry being made into matrers alleged by him, and for justice being done to the
lawtui heirs of tie late Snltan, as well as for the reeall and protection of the banizhel reintives and
miniscers of 1 former Sultan, He had previously bezged that the sanction of the election of the oy
Sulian, whose uomination has been reporied, migie be deferred uncil 1 bad given himan opportunity of
submitting towme the statemenc which isnow conrained in the letter jusc enclosed. He further aslzed
for a personul interview, which I #ranced, and the result of which I placed subsequently on record in
i letter addressed to him on the 3rd instant (copy annexed ).} ’

6. As it had been stated thac Ibrahim Didi, the principal of the Ministers of State, had given,as
his reason for not making any further communicasion to this Government, the circumstance ch:tflnu
reply had bean veceived by the ministers to their letter of 14th February, I addressed to them tha
communication of the 3th instant.§

7. Subsequently I learnt that some Bombay merchants in Colombo had chartered a steamer
to proceed to the Maldive Islands, and that Mohammed Didi and bis friends were abont to take
pussage in her, I atonce by the opportunity of this stenmer informed the ministers that the pro-
ceeding was in no way taken unc_ler.nha auspices of this Government, and I pblaced them in possession
of a copy of the letter addressed to Mohammed Didi on the Jrd instant, srating that it was the onlv
communication which had been made to him by this Government. Laterz: the Acting Colonial
Secretary verbully warned Mohammed Didi that this Government could no: approve of anything

*See No. I8, T see No, 2, : Sue No, 21, § Hee No, 22,
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like a hostile expedition against the Maldives, and reminded him that this Government could recognize
and confirm only such successor to the Sultanate as should he dnly nominated and elected according
ivi toms,

to Malg}varL;a:::aﬁgrcvg:soappointed to leave Colombo at noon to-day, and I received at that hour
at Kandy the further letter from Mohammed Didi, of which I enclose a copy.* From this and its
enclosures it would appear that the boy Sultan-elect has been displaced on the throne by his elder
hrother, and tbat Ibrahim Didi, the minister to whow I have referred, had Jlomecl in an invitation to
the banished Mohammed Didi to return to the Maldives and to take part in the ullplglatrpcxon of
the Government. I have forwarded this communication to the ministers with an intimation that
I await their report of the occurrences with a view of considering the question of recognition and
confirmation of the succession to the Sultanate according to their luws upd customs. I the state-
ments in this letter are correct, they will probably b followed by an application from all parties for
the recognition of the elder son as Sultan in succession to his father.

9, I do not apprehend any difficulty in dealing with the matter, inasmuch as I have only to
await an authentic report of a due nomination to the succession in accordance with what may be
shown to be the laws and customs. 0

: T have, &e.,
E. NOEL WALKER.

No. 25.
The Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir E, Noel Walker, K.C.M.G.
Ceylon No. 192. Downing street, July 13, 1893.
Sir,—]1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 222 of the 10th
ultimo ral;ortiug the occnrrences which have taken place in connection with the question of the

succession to the Sultanate of the Maldive Islands. . .
I shall awaic with interest the veceipt of a further reéport trom you on this subject.

I have, &e.,
RIPON.

No, 286.

Hassan Nur-ud-din Mubammad Imad-ud-din, Saltan-nominate ot the Maldives, to Lientenant-
Governor Sir E. Noel Walker, K.C.)M.G.

MaY God bless your Government with prosperity or other goodness.

I most respectfully beg to inform Your Excelleney that I have forwarded a letter addressed
to Your Excellency, in which have been noted all the events that passed since the death of my
uncle, the late Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din,

That I hope Your Exceliency must have received the letter.

Now, I Lave the honour to intimate to Your Excellency since the arvival of Mohammed Didi
und Seyd Abdul Eader (Madrasee) gathering the people by giving bribes in money and by other
means to side them, and whoever do not yield to their wishes are treated harshly, and those who were
expelled during the reign of my uncle are now in the course of recalling to the Island, and that the
laws and customs were upses.

If Your Excellency’s Government does not interfere in such troublous times as this, that the
things would be turned np worse than the last revolution. and this Island would be subjected to
ruination, and fearing further danger may occur to the people, und it is ancicipated when they camne
to power,

¥ Therefore Your Excellency must protect our country and the people from the injuries; and
further occurrences will be submiited to Your Excellencr.

It is to be feared whenever letters are found to be addressed to the Ceylon Government, such
letters are confiseated, und the persons are punished as previously done,

I have most respectfully to submit to Your Excellency's information.

HASSAN NUR-UD-DIN.
Zulhaj, 18ch the day of Hijra, 1311 (or 9th July, 1893).

(Translated (from the Tamil copy) by A. K. Mohammed Ismail. Colombo, July 23, 1893.]

No. 27.
Lieutenani-Governor Sir E. Noel Walker, E.C.M.G., to the Ministers of State for the Maldives.
August 3, 1893.

IN continuation of the letter written to you on the 5th June. 1893, I forward herewith
copy of a letter from Hassan Nur-ud-din Mantige Ibunu Dori Maneepuloo Ibunu Sultan Mubammaid
Imad-ud-din, dated the 9th July, 1893.f Until I am in a position to recognize the Sultan-nominate
who may be shown to me to have succeeded to the throne according to Maldivian lawsand customs 1
cannot properly correspond with the writer. I request you to explain this to the writer, with an
expression of my highest regard and good wishes for the Maldivians.

2, T would further say that the letter reporting events, and referred to in the first two
paragraphs of the communication, has not reached me, and in this connection I wounld refer you to
my letter of the 28th June, 1893, relative to another missing letter said to have been transmitted
‘through Malkjee, the master of the * Ganja Hassen" alias “ Tootra.”

* See No, 23, t See No, 21,
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3. With reference to the concluding passage of the present writer's letter, I may point out
that his letters can be given to a trusted messenger, who will deliver them either to the Colonial
Jecretary or myself. . ) ) .

4. I huve to add, in conclusion, that [ cun take no action uatil I receive rep_hes to my letters
to you of the 5th June, 1893, and 215!1. gune, 139.‘-3,l tthg ;gtc}si‘};tlof ltSh;B former of which has been

ruhi idi in < ter t 9 2. uly, :
acknowledged by A. Ibrahim Didi in a letter to me date ¥ B, NOEL WALKER.

No. 28.
5. H. Abdulally to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
No. 102, Fourth Cross street, Pettul.
Colombu, July 28, 1893.

SIR,—I BEG to inform you that one of my buggalows arrived from the Maldives yesterday und
reports that a great commotion has again been created id those Islands by_.Ime}lm Didi, the former
Prime Minister. At the universal desire of the people, and with the sanction of all the notables, the
eldest son of the deceased Sultan was placed on the throne, and a cousin of cthe deceased Sultan
was made Regent during the minority of the new Sultan. 'The affairs were thus getting on quietly,
and our trade there was once more carried on in peace. But it'appears that a tew days before the
buggalow left, through the intrigne of Ibrahim Didi, the person who was made Reger_lt was set up
as Sultan in pluce of the legitimate Sultan, and a great commotion hus been created in the Maldives,
and the interests of our trade ave seriously threatened, and jeopardized the lives of our agents. It
is become necessary that the Cerlon Government should take immediate steps for the protection
of our trade und the safety of our men. I stand in great fear of che consequences of the present
state of atlairs. As a British subject, [ respectfully beg that the Government mauy seriously consider
these things and interfere to protect our business and trade by restoring peace and good government
in the Maldives, and trust instant reliet may be granted in the present deplorable circumstances.

I am, &e.,

per pro, 8, H, ABNULALLY.
W. 8. HIBTGLARHY.

No. 29.
Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din to Lieutenant-Governor Sir It, Noel Walker, K.COLG.

May His EXCELLENCY'S WORTH INCREASE,—I BEG to inform Your Excellency as follows :—

I wrote Your Excellency some letters before this, In them I made reference to the disturh-
ances and changes which had talcen place in the Maldives., Atfterwards greater disturbances and
rebellions were caused by Mohammed Didi and the Madrasee Seyd Abdul Kader, who was his
adviser, belped by a party of prople who sided him, and some Ministers of State were removed from
office. Mohammed Didi acquired the chief power over all, and had the intention of exiling cerrain
of the chiefs. The inhabitants did not agree to this, and unanimously declared that they did not like
that Mohammed Didi should hold the chief power, because. they said. he was tound unworthy and
banished by Sultan Lbrahim (Nur-ud-din).” Now he, having come back, was undoing what che luce
Sultan had done, and was doing things in a different way, and the ruler being a lad all these evils
were tolerated. They said: “ If this state of things were allowed to continue, the inhabitants wounld
sutfer and the counwry would be ruined. He himself (the Sultan) is not uble to Jo or undo anyching.
We do not theretore like that a lad should Le our Sultan. We therefore Feel it our duey roappeing the
oldest of one of the sons of Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din as our Sulran,” Accordingly, they have
aised me to the throne, and named me Muhamwmad Imad-nd-rlin. Until the 21sc July, 1393, my name
was Hassan Nur-ud-din. They have also buanished four of che ringleaders of the disturbunce to other
islands, and sent the Madrasee Sevd Abdul Kader to Colombo, 1 have confirmed the minisiers in
the respective positions held by them during the reign of my uncle Ibrahim Nur-ud-din., Further, I
nave undertaken to be the guardian of his children. When all this had heen done, the disturbance
subsided and peace was restored. However, the disturbance will not tully cease. und the fear of anv
will not he completely removed uniil confirmarion is made and proteciion is offered LY Your
Excellency's Government. This is what we have to inform Your Excellency. Now, I beg of Your
Excellency that Your Excellency will be pleased to recognize me and confirm me as Salian,

May Your Excellency prosper long,
Dated 20th day of Moharram, 1311 A.H.

No. 30.
Ibrahim Didi to Lientenant-Governor Sir E, Noel Walker, K.C.).G.
A4y Ht$ EXCELLENCY'S WORTH INCREASE,~—I BEG t0 inform Your Excellency as follows :—

I recently wrote Your Excellency a letter. In it I said thatas the people of the Maldives were
divided into fuactions, and as each faction wanted a Sultan of iis nomination, I was not uble to write
Your Excellency a reply, Mohammed Didi and hig faction removed the ministers from their
respective otfices. He assumed the office of Prime Minister. The inhabitants unanimously declared
that theyr did not like that Mobammed Didi shonld have the chief power. He undid all that
had been done by Sultan Ibrihim (Nur-ud-din). They also said that they did not like to have a lad as
their Sultan, and wanted thata grown up son of one of the sons of Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din
should be made Sultan, and accordingly raised a son of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din’s brother to the
throne. He is the oldest of the princes. They named him Mahammad Imad- ud-din, His name was
Hassan Nur-ud-din. This is all we have to inform Your Excellency. Salaams.

A, IBRAHI) A
Dated 20th day of Moharram, 1311 a.H. RAHIM DIDI
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No. 31.
The Ministers of State for the Maldives to Lieutenant-Governor Sir . Noel Wallzer, K.C.M.G.

MYy HIs EXCELLENCY'S WORTH INCREASE,—WE beg to inform Your Excellency as
follows :—

We reported some time ago the «eath of our ruler Sultan Ibrahim Nm'-m.l-xlin._ As desired
by him at his death, we asked Your Excellency that the same favour us was shown to him might be
shown to his son, who was nominated by him to the throne. In making that request we only
complied with the wish of the deceased Sultan, and placed before Your Excellency thg trath, We
believed that the matter would then be settled, but we did not wunt to induce Your Excellency to
approve the nomination. We received no reply as to whether Your Excellency had approved the
nomination or not, but we got a letter asking us to give certain information regarding the laws and
enstoms of the Maldive Islunds and to state whether what bad tuken place was in accordance with
those laws and customs. In the reply to this letter. which was our second one. wa sent all the
details we could possibly give, and were expecting an answer, when, on a sudden, there began to be
rebellions, commotions, diteulties, and troubles. The:people, who were united, were falling off one
by one, These disturbunces did not subside when the first Sultan was deposed and the seqond was
raised to the throne, nor when Mohammed Didi and the Madrusee Serd Abdul Kader arrived and
did all that they did, but only increased until the inhabitants raised the third Sultau to the throne.
This Sultan, who is reigning at present, is a son of the elder brother of Sultan Muhammad Imad_-ud-
din's son Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din. After he ascended the throne the rebellions have subsider
and been quellad, '

By Your Excellency’s letter of the 3rd August, which we have duly received, we huve been
desired to show by clear and unmistakable proof that, according to the Maldivian laws and customs.
the present ruler has lawfally sncceeded to the throne. We therefove submit that the present Sultan.
as well as all the sous of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din when viewed in their relation to Sultan l\InhalFﬂ-
mad Imad-ud-din,are members of the same stocl, being the sons of the sons of Muhammad Imad-ud-din.
He (the present ruler) therefora is one of the rightful heirs io the throne. Fuarther, if his father had
his eys=izht, Ibrahim Nur-ad-din, who was his younger brother, could not have ascended the throne.

We have given ull the information we can abouc rhis matter.

Mar Your Excellency live long.

Dated the dth day of Rabbiul Avval, 1311, which corresponds to the 14th September, 1895

(1) IBRAHIM DIDI (Prime Minister).

(2) HASSAN FARNA KILEGE-FAN (Prince'.

(3) HUSSAN HAKRA MANIK-FAN (Commander of the Forces),
(4) HUSSAN VILANA SADU BANTAR (Capeain of the Sen Coastd.
(5) USAN DIDI (Lreasurer).

(6) AHAMMADU DIDI (Sultan’s Personal Siafl).

(7) SEYAD HASSAN MANIK-FAN (First Pidikar).

(8) MUSA MANIPPULU (Princel.

(9) IBRAHIM PAILITA MANIK-FAN (Sultan’s Secretary).
(10) UOMARU DAKURA DAKURU-FAN (a Captain of the Forces).
(11} SEYED MUSA MANIK-FAN (Sultan’s Staff).
(12) TSAN (Kuzee).

No. 32.
Lientenant-Governor 3ir B. Noel Walker, X.C.0LG.. to the Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon. K.G.

Queen's House, Colombo,
Miscellaneous.—No. 320. Ceylon, September 15, 1893.

My LORD MARQUESS,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lordship's
‘lespateh No. 192 of the L3th July, stating that Your Lordship awaits with interest the receipt of
furcher repors from me on the subject of the succession to the Sultanate of the Maldive Islands,

2. In reply I have the honour to inform Your Lordship that I have not vet received any reply
"0 the commanications on the subject addressed by me to the Ministers of Siate for the Maldives on
the 5th and 21st June last, the lawer of which was veferred to in the 8th paragraph of my despatch
of 10th June. I received, however, on the 20th ultimo the enclosed lettar® from Hassan Nur-wd-din
Mantige Ibunu Dori Maneepulu Ibanu Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din, who professes to be the lates:
Sultan-nominate of the Maldives, representing that Mohammed Didi, the returned ez-Prime Minister.
is exercising undue influence over the people, and asking for the inrerference and protection of the
Cerlon Government., I forwarded a copy of this letter to the Ministers of State with an intimation
shat uniil T am in a position to recognize the Sultan-nominace who may be known to me to have
fucceeded to the throne according to Maldivian laws and customs, I cannot properly correspond with
ihe writer, and that I can take no action on the matier until I receive replies to my letters of the 5th
and 21st June last. I enclosea copy of my letter for Your Lordship’s information.

3. From the reports of various persons from the Maldives, I have reason to belisve that since
the arrival of Mohammed Didi many people from ‘the Archipelago have sailed back to other islands
trom Mal¢, which has now been left with its normal population,

4. Since then Ibrahim Didi's influence with the majority at Malé (the King's Islund) has
prevailed, and the elder son of the late Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din Iskander, whose displacernent
of his younger brother I referred to in the Sth paragraph of my despatch of 10th June, No, 224, would
tppear to huve now been deposed, and in his pluce the son of the elder brother of the late Sultan
[brahim Nur-ud-din Iskander has been raised to the throne. This is the writer of the letter of 9t
July above-mentioned. :

3. The elder brother above-mentioned was blind, and, being on that nécount disqualified ia
#acceed, never reigned. ' '

* Seo No. 48, ST
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v, Authentic letters from the ministers detailing these evants have not yet reached wme,

7. From Mohammed Didi a letter has been received in Colowbo, written in great despondency,
anil professing to be afraid of exile or worse at the hands of his rival Ibrahim Didi, the Prime
Minister.

8. Some part of the cause of ull theserevolutions may be traced, I thinlk, to influences outside
the Maldives. The inhabitants of these Islands are a simple people, and the trade with the Sultan's
Island, Malé, the only port of eniry, is very valuable,

For this lucrative trade four firms of Parsees, located in Bombay and Colombo, are rivals.

10. Euch supports one party at the Maldive Court, and endeavours to gain some trade
preference, or to prevent hisrivals doing so,at the Maldive Customs.

11. One side (perhaps the wealthiest) supports Ibrahim Didi, the other supports Mohammed
Didi ; and this exterior influence (and perhaps pecuniary aid) foments faction in the Maldive
Islands.
12, Thematter is complicated by one firmeclaiming to have advanced money to the late Maldive
Government, ‘

13. By these traders advantage is being takeu of my decision not to interfere in the internal
affairs of the Islands, as I understand that I am precluded from dving under the instructions as to the
relations of this Government with that of the Maldives as defined in Sir Henry Holland's despatch
of 20th June, 1887, No. 190,

14, Accusations have reached me, since these dissensions began, against some interested
persons in Colombo, of suppressing letters from the Islands and of preparing letters in Colombo pur-
porting to have come from the Islands.

15, I am under the impression that the real state of feeling of the community and the
determination asito the proper successor to the Sultanate cannot be settled until some officer is sent to
the Islands to inquire and asceriain the facts. The limited means of communication with the Islands
and the apparent disinclination of the ministers, from whatever cause, to give me full and effective
information make it a difficult matter for settlement by correspondence. As soonas I can learn that
the agents of the larger outlying islands can be again collected at Malé in order that the feeling of
the whole community, and not merely that at Malé, can be ascertained, and when a man-of-war is
available for the purpose, I propose to send an officer to the Islands to obtain the desired information
if it should not meantime be furnished.

16, I may add, however, that an old trader who arrived in the second weel: of last month
from Malé with some letters reported the Island to be perfectly quiet. ;

17. At the same time I received the two letters dated the 3rd ultimo, of which I enclose copies,
from the third Sultan-nominate and from Ibrahim Didi, the chief minister of the deceased Sultan.®
In both of these letters it is stated that the nephew of the deceased Sulian, the writer of the former
letter, has been raised to the throne. There is, however, noevidence or assurance that such succession
has taken place according to the laws and customs of the Maldives regulating such matters, and I am
still of opinion nfter all which has recently passed that no satisfactory decision can be arrived at until
the Island is visited by some officer deputed by this Government.

18. Theforegoing despatch had been preparedin the middle of last month. As I have not been
able to make any arrangements for the visit of an officer to the Maldives, and as I have received no
further communication from the Islands in reply to my requests for information respecting the laws
and customs regulating succession to the throne, I do not propose to take any steps befove the
resumption of Sir Arthur Havelock on the 24th instant. There is no reason to suppose that the
interests of the Maldivians are suffering from any delay in the recognition by this Government of a
successor to the Sultanate.

[ have, &c,,
E. NOEL WALKER.
No. 33.
The Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G., to Governor Sir A. E. Havelocl, K.C.)L.G.
Ceylon.—No. 230. Downing street, October 26, 1593,

SIR,—UPOYX receipt of Sir Edward Wallker’s despatch No. 320 of the 15th ultimo, respecting
the question of the succession to the Sultanate of the Maldive Islands, I caused a letter to be
addressed to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty asking that one of Her Majesty's ships of
war on the Easi Indian Station may be detailed to convey an officer of your Government to the
[slands in order to make full inquiry into the present position of affairs.

Their Lordshipa hava assented to this request, and the necessary instructions have been sent
to the Commander-in-Chief on the Siation. You will now doubtless select an officer for this duty,
and arrange with the Commander-in-Chief as to his departure.

I have, &,

RIPON.,

No. 34.

H. A, Didi and Ismail Didi to the Hon. ths Colonial Secratary.
Colombo, December 1, 1893.

SIR,—IN forwarding herewith the statement called for by your letter No. 3,958 of the 27th
instant, we beg to tender our sincere thanks to His Excellency the Governor for the kindness with
which he has given usan opportuniiy of doingso, We need hardly assure you that we arelactuated by
no motives of self-interesi or party feeling, nor by a desire to influence the Ceylon Government to
interfere in the internal affairs of the Maldive Islands in coming here all the way from Minicoy and
in taking up the cause of the eldest son of the late Sultan, It is only because we feel convinced that a
gross wrong has been done to the eldest son of the late Sultan, in violation of the laws and customs

. * See Nos, 29 and 30,
113-03
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to the Maldives, but they did not comply with thp.t Regnlest, as tl;le:r f:ouldb n:rlsro(}nain the permission
of their elder brother to L!.O g0, because he was not at Minicoy at the time, but had gone to Colombo to
see His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. . ) : ' .

’ Your Excellency's petitioners take the liberty of annexing hereunto an English translation of
the said letter for Your Excellency's perusal (marked A.) ; : . .

3. That Your Excellency’s petitioners are now come to Colqmbo to _beg an interview with
vour Excellency in order to give Your Excellenc_r_full allLl_fa:t_hful information respecting the laws
and custowns that prevail at the Maldives und other‘mfor.mfn.mn thac may be useful to Your Excell.ency
at o time liks the present, information about Ibrahim Didi, Hassa‘n Didi, and their other associates,
who have caused this revelution to deprive the rightful heir of his throne, and whenl he was placed
on it, in accordance with the laws and customs of the land by the peovle, to remove him from it most
cruelly by cunning devices. _ ‘ . ) _

9. “That though these men had placed two Sultaus other than the rightful one on the throne,
Zour Excellency did not acknowledge und confirm any of them. Before Your Excellency could
institute proper inquiries into this mAtter and come-to.a'conclusxon, F_Iassau D:\(_h, who was a man of no
consequence, but has raised himself to his present position by becoming an active memDber of Ibrahim
Didi's faction in every revolution created by it, has come to Colombo as an ambassador of ‘t]:'te Sultan
made by his faction with the object of indirectly committing Your Excellency to a recognition of tllm
Sultan by inducing Your Excellency to accept the tribute. He has warned the Maldivians now in
the harbour to say nothing against his nominee, and it is therefore in vain to make any inquiry of
him or of them. Some of these men have come to the petitioners and with tears stated that they
were threaiened by Hassan Didi with severe punishmeni on their return to their houses if the.y do
not go to the Maha Mudaliyar's house and say that they approve of the present Sultan and sign a

aper to that effect, and thut they wera'fomed to go there and compe'lle(l tosign a paper given by him.
"They also told the petitioners that, with the exception of about forty men in the whole of the
Maldives, the rest are greatly dissatisfied with the present Sultan, who, according to the anclent_and
respected customns of the Maldivians, can have no preferential right to the throne. That there is at
present no disturbance or rebellion in the Maldives, and this fact must not be copstrued. that th_e
people with whom the choice of & Sultan rests have approved the choice by Tbrahim Didi and his
friends of the Sultan now on the throne. They are only kept in restraint from rebellion by Mohammed
Didi, both because he is afraid that he would be accused by these self-seeking men, who have now a
nominee of theirs on the throne, of having caused it, and because he is assured that the Ceylon
Government, which desired that he should do all he could to maintain peace, would fulfil its obligation
by making a full inquiry into the matter. . ) .

10.  That Your Excellency’s petitioners are no exiles. They left the Muldives because they
ware utterly disgusted with the fickleness of the Sultan, who had lent himself a3 a toolin the hands of
an naprineipled snd self-seeking man like Ibrahim Didi, who huad established his authority over the
Maldivians, though they hated him, by making them to believe that the Ceylon Government was
always on his side, as it appeared by the repeated interferences oun his behalf, and with the anarchy
thut prevailed in those Islands at that time. They could not bear to see their countrymen shame-
fully insulted and ill-treated, vhe laws and customs of the land disregarded and trampled under foot.
[t plainly appeared to them that the Ceylon Government was led astray by some officials it trusted ;
these officials were men who took and are takingadeep interest in Ibrahim Didi, On tha face of the
existing treaty the Ceylon Government did interfere in the internal affairs of the Sultanate, and was
the main cause of the recall of Ibruhim Didi and his colleagues from exile. Had it not been for
Governor Gordon's repeated letters, Ibrahim Didi and the other enemies of good government would
never have been recalled from their justly deserved exile. The old Sultan would not have been
reinstated, and Mohammed Didi, who wasalways faithfal to his countryand his Sultan and a lover of
peace and jastice, would never have been banished, and the petitioners’ unfortunate countrymen
would not have suffered rears of misery aud sorrow, Had it not been that Ibrahim Didi's friend
was sent as interpreter there, there would have been no misrepresentation, such as the one which
ended in the deposition of Sultan Muin-ud-din. Had it not been that Ibrahim Didi was sent in a
man-of-war under the guise of British authority, the Maldivians wonld have torn him to piecesasa
traitor and tyrant. Had it not been that letters were addressed to the ministers, and had it not been
that one of these letters was admissible of a meaning that the Cerlon Government was hostile to
Mohammed Didi, the eldest son of the late Sultan, who was duly raised to the throne in perfect
accordance with the Maldivian laws and customs, could not have Leen dethroned. Thus, Your
Excellency will see what harm has been done by the interference of the Ceylon Government
with the internal affairs of the Maldivian Sultanate. The petitioners have heard that Your
Excellency has plainly stated that the Ceylon Government will notinterfere in the internal affairs of
the Maldive Islands. It is this assurance of Your Excellency that has emboldened them to come
forward, They do not ask for anything more than that an announcement may be made in the
Maldive Islands that the Ceylon Government does not mean to support Ibrahim Didi any move
than Mohammed Didi. An inquiry after such an announcement is bound to enable Your Excellency
to learn the truth as to the laws and customs of Maldivian snccession to the throne. They would
further suggest the following questions as furnishing a clue to the solution of the problem. The
questions are : If the youngest son was the nominee of the Sultan, why was the eldest son made
Sultan, und who was it that made him ? If the present man bad any right to the throne in
preference to the eldest son, why was he not raised to the throne immediately after the death of the
late Saltan or after the youngest son was deposed, and why did he accept the office of Regent under
the eldest son ?

11. That Your Excellency’s petitionera believe that Your Excellency will not do justice to
more than sixty or seventy thousand Maldivians if Your Excellency accepts the tribute now brought
on the statement and evidence of a few fishermen, the majority of whom are not residenis of Malé
who are utterly ignorant of Mohammedan law and of the customs and usages of their forefathers
.with. regard to succession, and who from their infancy are accustomed to believe that wheraver there
is mighv there is right, and, above all, of those who Lave been threatened here by the so-called
ambassador with exile and the confiscation of their property after their return to their islands. and
with the detention of the proceeds of the sale of their drr Ash if they do not obey him, SI.J.rel}'
4 sovereign's righta are not to be thrown away on the mere desire and the coach'ed-u'p evidence of a
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few ignorant fishermen, when there are hundreds of nobles and princes of the royal blood und
officers of State residing at Malé, whose evidence alone is worthy of confidence.

12. Your Excellency’s petitioners also beg permission to annex hereunto for Your
Excellency’s perusal an English translation of a letter received from Farna Kilege-fun, a gentleman
next in rank to the Sultan himself (marked B), a genealogical table of the Sultans of the Maldives
(marked C), and a memorandum of the laws and usages regarding succession prevailing in the Maldive
Islands (marked D). : ;

13. That since writing the above Your Excellency’s petitioners have received intelligence
by a vessel which arrived here yesterday from the Maldives that the people of the Maldives, unable
longer to endure the injustice which was being done by Ibrahim Didi and his handful of supporters,
had again risen in a body against their authority, and were at the time the vessel left Malé about to
place the rightful heir on the throne. From this Your Excellency can see plainly what the popular
feeling is in respect of the vightful heir to the throne. If Ibrahim Didi and Hassan Didi, the so-
called ambassador, succeeded in pulling him down from the throne, it was with the power with
which certain letters from the Ceylon Government and from some native officials connected with it
armed him.

Wherefore Your Excellency’s petitioners pray that a careful inquiry may be made into the
now complicated claim to the Maldivian throne in the manner suggested by Farna Kaligafan in his
latter (marked B), and that before such an inquiry is held and the rightful heir is placed on the throne,
and confirmed by Your Excellency, the reception of the tribute may be delayed.

For which act of justice Your Excellency's petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray.

H. A. DIDIL
_— ISMAIL DIDL

ANNEXURES.

A.—Letter from the Young Sultan, the Regent, and his Father lo the Petitioners.

In the Palace, from Mavandne Gondamar und from the Regent. What we brothers desire to
say to you our brothers is as follows, to wit:—We reguest our three brothers, Ranabandari
Kilege-fan, Abdulla Didi, and Ismail Didi, to come in this vessel to Malé by the grace of God
without delay, All the inhabitants and all the subjects (of the Sultanate) desire that you should
come to Malé as quick as possible, because we do not wish to do anything before your arrival, and
while yon remain there. Know that this is our desire, and come with the two men whom we have
sent to you.

B.— Letler recerved from Farna Kileye-fan and Private Letter {o w Friend.

From Maldives on the 4th day of Jumadiul Awwal, in the year 1311 of the Higirn, with muny
compliments from the writer Vazier Noomra Goondwal Manifuroo Sahib Farna Kilege-tun.

Having the fear of God we erntirely disapprove of the high-handed acts of the present
ministers, who setting aside the just claim of the rightful heir, the late Sultan Ibrahiin
Nur-ud-din's eldest son, have set another on the throne. Being helpless, though descended from
the Sultan, we stand and see while Ibrahim Didi and Tutusidi and their adherents are terrorizing and
perpetrating such injustice in the sight of heaven. Thus placed, we have learnt with joy that Syed
Abdul Kader has memorialized His Excellency the Governor to intervene for the well-being of
this benighted State. Be so good as to transmit to us news about the date on which we may be
Llessed with the sight of the long-expected man-of-war, in the absence of which we are drifting
daily from bad to worse. To obtain independent iestimony, the Commander of the man-of.war
should summon each man separately to his presence. If all are called together in the presence of
those now in power, nobody will have the courage to speak the truth, as the terrorism now
prevailing here has made cowards of us all. We shall also be glad to state truly what we know if
called and asked privately. So please draw His Excellency’s atiention to the necessity of instructing
the Commander to act on this suggestion. We fear that if the rightful heir is not soon reinstated
there would never be peace and order, and "¢civil commotion may arise. In the reign of the late
Sultan's father disturbance and disorder were unknown. He was our maternal uncle, and did
nothing without consulting us on State matters, At present no one recognizes our age and standing
and high descent. We are kept entirely in the dark as to the true contents of His Excellency’'s
despatches, and a rumour has now been set afloat that His Excellency’s despatches have been
. delivered by Carimjee Jafferjee's bagla * Ghelan,” ratifying with approval the appointment of the
present Sultan ; but we think this to be untrue. Famdari Kilege-fan Hassan Didi Vazier and father-
in-law of the late Sultan, a truly good and venerable man, descended of a high family, has been sent
wway in banishment without a fault at the advanced age of seventy years. So alsopoor decrepit Vazier
Dakara Takur-fan, an invalid for the lasi two years, has been sent away, lifted into the boat by three
men, to taste the bitterness of exile far from his native land, Many more innocent men have shared
the same fate, and God only knows whose turn may come next. Persecution and self-aggrandize-
ment reign supreme. Money realized from export and import duties is misappropriated by those in
power, who are building themselves palaces, while our humble dwellings are thatched with cadjans.
and God knows thut even thisis denied to poor Mohammed Didi’s house. Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din
was Mohammed Didi's uncle’s son, and marrying Mohammed Didi’s sister begot one son, who is a
bright, intelligent ladl of sixteen years, aud is according to our laws and customs the rightful heir
to the Sultanate. The second son by another wife is seven years old. The two brothers are kept
entirely apart—,l and no communication is allowed between them. The elder is not allowed to see his
mother, who since ber' h_usbnnd's death has been sent out of the palace,and now lives in the house of
Kalzaje Mohammed Didi. May God and the Governor protect the just and rightful.

FARNA EILEGE-FAN.
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D.—Memorandum of the Laws and Usages regarding Succession prevailing in the Maldives.®

1. A deceased Sultan’s eldest son alone must succeed hisfather. For that purpose he must be
fifteen years of age, an age in which a young man is sapposed to attain his majority. He must bea
member of the royal family, of a sound mind, and free from bodily deformity and defects, He must
not only be intelligent, but must also bear a good character. He must be one who can think and act
on his own responsibility. . ) ) ) '

2. A Sultan, when about to die or abdicate his throne, may nominate his son as his successor,
but the approval of his subjects is absolutely necessary to place him on the throne.

3. In case the eldest son is unfit to succeed him, & Sultan could nominate his own brother as
his successor, hut it is the approval of his subjects alone that malkes such a nomination effectual.

4, If the Sultan’s sons are all minors, he could nominate his own brother or nephew to
succeed him, but the consent of the nominee and of the Sulian’s subjects is absolutely necessary to
give effect to such a nomination, _ . ) '

5. In a case of minors, a Sultan can appoint o Regent to govern the Sultanate till the minors
are grown up, but the consent of the nominee and of the people is necessary to make such a
nomination binding. _ ] '

6. If a Sultan dies without appointing his suc¢essor or naming a Regentto govern during the
minority of his children, the duty of appointing a Sultan rests with the people. They can appointa
man whom they think the most worthy for the post and pluce him on the throne, in spite of the
disapproval of the ministers and other officers of the State.

7. In case the Sultan dies leaving no male issue, the people alone have the power of

inting their own Sultan,
appomt:.ngThe nobles and ministers may suggest a successor toa deceased Sultun, but the consentand
approval of the people is necessary before he can sit on the throne.

In matters like these they,as Mohammedans, are guided by the Mohammedan Law, and follow
the customs of their forefathers and the practices and usages prevailing in other Mohammedun

countries, )

No. 35.

His Highness Muhammad Imad-ud-din, son of Hassan Isudin, Sultan of the Maldives, to his
honoured friend H, E. the worthy Governor of Ceylon.

AAY God bless His Excellency’s undertakings and increase his army and wealth.

There existed a close friendship between Your Excellency’s predecessors in otfice and ours.
We desire that Your Excellency may likewise be gracious towards us; that there be even a greater
friendship between us; and that Your Excellency show no favour to our enemies.

Further, we beg that Your Excellency will befriend and assist those of ourseafaring country-
men who may be driven to yourshores by stress of weather and send them back to us.

Further, we send this year’s tribnte in a small gundira: by Vizier Hassan, the Captain of our
Coasts. Please accept the same when he brings it, pardoning any shortcomings on his purt, and send
him back in good time.

Dated the 21st of Rabbiul Ahir, 1311 A.H.

No. 386.

Governor Sir &. K. Havelock, K.C.M.G., to His Highness Muhammad Imad-ud-din.
Sultan of the Maldives.

Colombo, December 16, 1593.

1 HAVE duly received Your Highness's letter of the 21st of Rabbiul Ahir, 1311 1.H., together
with the annual tribute of your Government to Her Majesty’s Government of Ceylon, delivered
to me by your ambassador the Vizier Huassan on the 3th of this month. I bad pleasure in
receiving the ambassador and in learning thas when he left the Maldives Your Highness was in good
health.

It was a satisfaction to me to learn from the ambassador that Your Highness had
been selected to fill the throne of the Maldives, in accordance with Maldivian laws and customs,
in succession to the Sultans who have invariably evinced towards the Government of Her Gracious
Majesty Queen Victoria much loyal friendship, enjoying in return its countenance and protection,
During the past years in which I have administered the Government of Ceylon I have been glad
to be able to report to Her Majesty's Government your predecessor’s appreciation of the relations
which have existed between the British Government and themselves. It would now give me equal
pleasure to report to Her Majesty’s Government Your Highness's accession to the Maldivian throne.
but hefore I can do so it will be necessary for me, in pursoance of precedent and custom, to
take steps whereby I can, on behalt of Her Gracious Majesty, formally recognize Your Highness as
Sttfﬂtan of the Maldive Islands. To this end, therefore, I shall avail myself of the first opportunity that
offers,

Your Highness's ambassador was able to report to me that when he left your country
everything was quiet and in order, und I was interested to learn that the health of your subjects and
the general welfare of the people were satisfactory.

The ambassador has been entrusted, for delivery to Your Highness, with a few presents from
me, which will, I_ trust, be accepted as a token of the friendship of my Government,

.. In conclusion, I desire to assure Your Highness of my good wishes for the welfare of Your
Highuess and your country, and of my desire to assist you in every way that lies in my power.
May Your Highness enjoy a long and prosperous reign.

R

—
jor}

. HAVELOCK.

* ¢/, Annexure C ta No, 0.
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No. 37.
Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.)M.G., to the Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.
Miscellaneous.—No, 442, The Pavilion, Kandy,

December 27, 1893,

MY LoRD MARQUESS,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lovdship's
despatch No. 230 of the 26th October, 1893, intimating to me that the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty have, at Your Lordship’s request, agreed to detail one of Her Majesty’s ships of war on the
East India Station to convey an officer of this Government to the Maldives for the purpose of making
inquiry into the present position of affairs in those Islands.

2. 1 beg to inform Your Lordship that I hava accordingly arranged with the Naval Comman.
der-in-Chief at this station that n ship of war should sail for the Maldives ubout the third week ir
January, when I shall despatch a trustworthy otficer with ingtructions to convey to the present
Sultan, Muhammad Imad-ud-din, the formal recognition of this Government,in the svent of its being
tound that the Sultan has sncceeded to the Soversignty in accord with the laws and customs of the
Islands, and with the consent of the people, and that local atfairs are quiet and in order.

3. This I have good hope and some assurance is the case, for since the date of Sir Edward
Walker's last despatch to Yonr Lordship's address, No, 320 of the 13th September, 1893, I have
given audience to the ambassador of the present Sultan, who, attended by the chiefs of some of the
prineipal islands, arrived in Colombo in the middle of last month with the usual annual tribute of
apices, sweetmeats, &c.

1. This ambassador, as well as the chiefs of the Islands, has testified to the regularity of the
auccession of Mubamwmad Imad-ud-din, to the general acceptance by the people of thut succession, and
to the present peaceful condition of things prevailing in the Maldives,

On the other hund, however, it i3 necessary that I should inform Your Lordship that
counter representations have been made to me by persons named Hadji Abdulla Didi and Ismail
Didi, brothers of the late Prime Minister Mohammed Didi, who are married, one to the sister of the
late Sultan and the other to the sister of the present Sultan of the Maldives.

6. These persons represent themselves io be individuals of great infuence and importance
in the Maldives, but T am not aware that that is the geueral local opinion. I enclose o copy of
their communication of the st December, 1393,* which does not, in my opinion, call for much
consideration ; for the present Sultan's righiful succession does not appear to me to be barred either
by the physical incapacity of his blind father, the eldest son of the Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din
(whose name the presant Sultan bears), ov by the interval of his own minority.

i. I enclose also for Your Lordship's perusal a copy of the newspaper repors of the interview
granted by me to the ambassador of the Sultan on the 5th of this month,} together with a copy of
the letter from the Sultan bronght to me by the ambassador} and of my reply thereto§

3. Your Lordship will see from shat reply that I have practically already recognized the
present Sultan as such, thongh I have informed him thaé I should defer any formal recognition until
I should have ascertained in the manneralready specified that his position had been fully acquiesced
in br his people, and that quiet and order were prevailing in his dominions.

.~ 9. Ilay particular stress upon this fact, becanse Your Lordship's despatch now under reply
appears to have been written, under an impression that something of the nature of a Commission of
Inquiry was in contemplation, whilst, as circumstances now stand, it does not seem necessary that
anything more than o ceremonial visit by an officer of this Government should take place, for
the sake merely of verifying the assurance that I already feel as to the satisfoctory settlement
of atfairs in the Islands, and of conveying to His Highness the formal recognition of his position
which I have conditionally promised.

I have, &e.,
A. E. HAVELOCK.
No. 38.

[NSTRUCTIONS to Gerald Browne, Esq.. when proceeding to Malé, Maldive Islands,

Pavilion, Kandy,
Ceylon, January 18, 1894,

MR, BROWNE will proceed in H.).S, Brisk, Commander Streeton, R.N.,, about the 20th instant
to AMalé, in the Maldive Islands. On arrival ac that place Mr. Browne will seek an interview with thé
Sultan Mubammad Imad-nd-din for the purpose of explaining, with reference to the message sent
recently to His Highness by His Excellency the Governor through the Maldive ambassador, the
object of his mission, and of presenting his Commission to represent the Governor. '

Mr. Browne will endeavour during his stay at Malé to ascertain whecher Muhammad
Imad-ud-din has been appointed according to the laws and cusioms of the Islands, by the wish of the
people, and whether order and coniidence in his Government prevail, If satisfied on these points
Mr. Browne will ask for a second audience, and will deliverto His Highness Muhammad Imad-ud-din
the accompanying letterf of rocognition by the Governor of Ceylon as the Sultan of the Maldive
Islands, He will thersupon ask the Commander of H.M.S. Brisk to salute the Sultan’s flag in token
of the recognition of His Highness as Sultan.

No. 39.

Governor Sir A, E. Havelock, K.C.ALG., to His Highness Mohammad Imad-ud-din, Saltan

f the M i a -
0 e Maldive Islands The Pavilion, Y,

1 ] . o Ceylon, January 18, 1894,

¥ my letter to Your Highness dated the 16th of last month I informed you that Ih

with _sagisfaction from your ambassador that Your Highness had been Belected,yin accorda:gelexili'?t:
Maldivian luws and customs, to fill the throne of the Maldives in succession to the Sultans who have

* S8 No, 34, t Not prinied, - 1 See No. 35. § See No. 36. |l See No, 39,
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filled that high office before you, and who have invariably evinced towards the Government of Her
Gracious Majesty the Queen much loyal friendship. I learnt also with pleasure that everything was
quiet and in order in your dominions,

1 informed Your Highness also in that letter that it would be a pleasure to me to report to Her
Majesty’s Government Your Highness's accession, but that before I could do so it would be necessary
to take steps whereby I could formally recognize Your Highness as Sultan. )

I charged Your Highness's ambassador to explain to you that it was my intention to send an
officer in a ship of war to the Maldives with instructions, if he finds everything in order, to recognize
Your Highness as Sultan, and to salute Your Highness's flag. .

The officer whom I have commissioned to this duty a3 representing me will, on being satisfied
on these points, deliver this letter to Your Highness, and your flag will be saluted in token of such
recognition. )

I have now great pleasure, by this letter, to confirm and recognize you, in the name of Her
Majesty the Queen, as Sultan of the Maldives in succéssion to the late Sultan, under the same mutual
understanding and conditions as the act of recognition of Your Highuness's predecessor.

I trust that Your Highness will long live to reign over your dominions in quietness and

prosperity. A.E. HAVELOCK

No. 40.

Gerald Browne, Esq.. to Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G.

Colombo, January 29, 1894,

Sir,—I HAVE the honour to report that having, under Your Excellency’s insiructions, left
Colombo in H.M.S. Brisk, Commander C. P. Streeton, on the 22nd instant, I arrived at Malé at
midday on the 24th instant, after a passage of forty-seven hours.

2, The Sultan’s ministers came on board shortly afterwards, and a time was appointed for
Captain Streeton and myself to pay a visit to His Highness, which we did that atternoon. The Sultan
received us in State in his palace, whither we were conducted by the ministers and numerous others.
After an exchange of the usnal compliments I recalled to His Highuness the substance of your
Excellency’s recent letter and verbal message by the Awmbuassador Hassan Didi (swho was himselt
present), aud I explained thai it was in pursuaunce of the promise then mude that I had been sent to
him with the Commission, which I thereupon caused to be read. I added that I should hope to have
the honour of another audience on the business of my mission, and we shortly afterwards withdrew.
We then proceeded to pay a visit to Ibrahim Didi, the Prime Minster, at his house, and conversed
there for some time with him and other ministers.

3. The Sultan Imad-ud-din is a man of thirty years of age, of good features, and intelligent
expression of face. He appears to lack confidence in himself, and to be wholly dependent upon his
advisers in word and action. He showed much nervoasness at both the interviews I had with him,
which however passed off when we canre to tallt on general subjects, and when he was on board ship.

4, During the following day I had a long converaation on board with Ibrahim Didi on
matters affecting my mission. I also sent for and conversed ut length with Mohammed Didi, the
leader of the rival faction. I made it generally known that I was ready and anxious to see every one
who had anything to say to me, and during my walks on shore had opportunities of talking with a
number of persons, including Indian traders.

5. Itmaybeconvenient thatIshoald recapitulate shortly the events of the last fourteen months,
since the death of the Sultan Nur-ud-din, as gathered by me from my conversaiions with Ibrahim
Didi, Mohammed Didi, and others.

6. A younger son of the late Sultan having been nominated by the Sultan as his successor, he
wag accepted accordingly by the people. His nomination and succession was at once reported to the
Ceylon Government, in whose protection of the boy, until he should grow up, his father expressed his
confidence. The letter which was received by the ministers in reply inquired what were the laws
and customs governing succession to the Maldive throne, and whether he was the eldest son of the
deceased Sultan and the rightful heir. This was understood to imply a preference to the sldest son,
and a readiness to recognize the latter. A faction in favour of the eldest son arose, and he was placed
on the throne instead of his brother,with the late Sultan’s elder brother’s son (now Sultan) as Ragent.
Mohammed Didi appears to have returned to Malé at this juncture, and to have taken a [eading part
in Government affairs, cansing Ibrahim Didi and the other ministers to retire in dissatisfactiaon at
the turn matters had taken. During the few months that this régime lasted, affairs were conducted by
Mohammed Didiand his supporters, and resulted in so much dissatisfaction that by general agreement
Imad-ud-din was recognized as the most snitable man to be Sultan, and was, at a public meeting
of all the inhabitants of Malé and of such of the neighbouring islands as could be assembled, declared
Sultan and seated in the State chair by acclamation. Ibrahim Didi was himself absent from this
meeting on account of illness, but gave his assent by deputy. This occurred about six and a half
months ago, and since that time things have remained quiet and orderly. No disturbances, sach as
repo;tec% in the newspapers here, have, I was assured, at any time occurred during the 'periOd I
spealk of.

7. Mohammed Didi repeatedly assured me that he was perfectly satisfied with the present
Sultan, and that he had been duly und properly slected. W is Hi ) el :
whomé:ua ronnd objection. d BFRpERE bed. ITewas His Highness's prasent advisers to

. Iinquired particularly the laws and customs with regard to the successi :

The Mohammedan law of the succession of the eldest male a?npears to be modigﬁdtﬁhgiﬂmsmf
gathered that according to the Mohammedan law and local custom the best man of the reign-in"
family, not necessarily the son of the last Sultan, is selected. The Sultan asually nominates the man

hom he wishes to su d, and wh ; : s an
whom he. wishe cceed, and who may then be declared his successor, but the nomination has no
more force than a ;ecc:mmendgtion to his peopla’s suffrages. The assent or election by the people is
essential to a Sultan's accession. If no successor is nominated, I was given to undersiand that
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preference is given to the eldest son overa younger, and to a son over another relation. The election
is carried out at a public meeting of all the inhabitants of Malé, and of such of the other islands as
can be got together, assembled for the purpose. The Sultan-designate is brought forwurd by the
ministers and chief persons, and seated by acclamation in his chair or throne.

9. The incapacity of a father to sign (as in the present case where Imad-ud-din’s father, an
elder brother of the late Sultan and still living, is blind) does not affect the son.

10. The Sultan-designate need not have attained any particular age, but if he is too young to
conduct affairs himself a Regent or Council is appointed to govern for him. "There is no fixed age
of majority.

11. Everything which I heard and saw tended to satisfy me that the present Sultap Imad-ud-
din has been appointed in accordance with the laws and customs of the Islands by the wish of the
people, and that order and confidence in his Government prevail.

12. T accordingly demanded a second interview on Friday morning, at which, after stating
that I had done so for the purpose of fulfilling the final object of my mission, I handed to the Sultan
Your Excellency’s letter, which was thereupon opened,‘and I presented to His Highness the sword
and other presents with which I was entrusted. I recalled to the minds of the Sultan and his
ministers (ho are, I may mention, the snme who served with the late Sultan Nur-ud-din) the points
of the mutnal conditions and understanding on which'this recognition was accorded, and of which
they were fully aware. I informed His Highness that I would now ask Captain Streeton to proceed
with his instructions to salute his flag, This was done at noon, immediately before the Sultan went,
as customary on Friday, to mosque, and the salute was returned from the shore at 2.30 P.M. after the
ceremony at the mosque was completed.

13. On leaving the Sultan’s presence we visited in another part of the palace the late Sultan's
eldestson, a boy of thirteon years of uge, and afterwards his second son, eight years of age. and nomi-
nated successor, who lives with Ahmed, son of Ibrahim Didi, and husband of the boy's own sister.
Returning through another part of the palace we saw the late Sultan’s two other sons, havs of about
two and three yeara of nge. Both Captain Streston and myself were struck by the happy and natural
manner of these children. and the nffectionate kindness with which they were treated.

14, The Sultan came on board by Captain Streeton’s invitation at 3.30 p.or,, accompanied by
his brother and by a large following. He was shown over the ship by Captain Streeton, who kindly
fired a shell, dischavged a torpedo, &ec., for his entertainment. '

15, Before taking leave the Sultan desired me to convey to Your Excellency his expression of
friendship and loyalty und of thanks for the recognition accorded to him, and to beg thatan assurance
of his loyal devotion might be laid before Her Majesty the Queen. I wasalso toaslk thaia ship of war
might visit Malé every year.

16. His Highness was saluted with twenty-one guns on leaving H.M.S, Brisk. and we imme-
diately afterwards weighed anchor and reached Colombo again during last night, after passage
of fifty-two hours. -

17. In my interview with the Prime linister I asked for information with regard to the
indebtedness of the Maldivian Government. He informed me that a sum of about Rs. 100,000 was
owing to the firm of Carimjee Jafferjee; that this debt, which was originally coniractecd some thirty
vears ago, and was at one time larger than at present, was being paid off slowly ; that during Saltan
Nur-ud-din's reign it was being steadily reduced ; that after his death this reduction was interrupted,
but that during the past six months some progress had again been made. With regard to the alleged
specinlly favourable treatmentand privilege accorded to this firm, of which complaints have heen heard
in Colombo. but which were not made a ground of complaint to me locally, he explained that the
»xemprion from payment of customs duty of one of this firm’s tvading boats had been allowed in
Sultan Nur-ud-din’s time as a fair commutation of the interest which wounld otherwise have to be paid
on the debt. The Jdury on imports is one-cweltth of all yoods imported, The traders whom I saw
on shore, and whom I questioned as to the customs rate in force, in order to give rhem an opportunity
of referring to this matter, made no complaint of unequul treaiment. I ventured to offer to Ibrahim
Didia word of advice on the advisability of avoiding, if possible, any ground of complainton the parg
of the Bombay merchants in this maccer.

13. The water at Malé is of so unwholesome a nature that the Sultan and others who can
afford todo so procure their supply of drinking water from Colombo. Captain Streston kindly offe:-;:d
a present of some water from his ship, but unfortunately it could not be taken off, On the occasion
of any ship of war again going there a supply of fresh water would be much appreciated, and Captain
Streeton has suggested that it would be easy to fill np with water for thispurpose. Presents of fresh
meat for the crew, and of mats, shells, and curiosities were sent on board. I hold the latter awaiting
any instructions as to their disposal. ! =

19. In conclusion, I would beg leave to say that thanks are due to Captain Streeton for his
kind and ready co-operation and support, and for his successful efforts to impress and entertain the
Sultan and hispeople. Abdul Careem, Mudaliyar, who accompanied me as interpreter, carried out his
duty with zeal and cheerful readiness. He is well known in Malé, and his personal aéquaintance and
friendship with the leading people of both factions enabled him to be of much service, '

I have, &e.,
GERALD BROWNE.

No. 41.
3overnor Sir A, E, Havelock, K.C.M.G.. to the Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.
- . Queen’s House, Colombo
Miscellaneous.—No. 43, Ceylon, February 14, 1894,
My Lorp MARQUESS,—With reference to my despatch No. 442 of the 27th December last,* I

have the honour to report that I selected Mr. Gerald Browne, who was formerl i
: s J my Priva tary
and who is now Secresary of the Central Irrigation Board, to ﬁroceed to the Maﬂlivzs é‘;’qu{t‘ta\ISgrE:‘:;;l}-.

113-03 G
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i { isposal, with the view of ascertaining whether His Highness Mnhammad
}ﬁl;g.}fss?iiﬁlaﬁiilE&l?gl‘gﬁéﬁhd’ to the Sultanate according to the Maldivian laws and customs, andd
also whether order and confidence in his Gm:ernr.ueut prevailed. .,

2. 1 enclose copy of the instructions issned to .\gr. Blrownp. '

3. Mr, Browne left for the Maldives on th'e 22nd ultuno: and returned on the 2Sth ultimo. 'I
now beg to submit for Your Lordship’s information copy of his let_tar‘r reporting t}la result of his
mission, It will be seen therefrom that the Mal_dlvmns were §at15ﬁed that the Sultan had been
properly elected, that order aljldetrm:{c[lu.ih?' pﬁevéll, and that His Highness has consequently been

s : me of Her Majesty the Queen,
g r?;‘fog?:z;&;?ets:pr;aof the formal letter of recognition? which was handed to the Sultan by
2 alf. o
M. Brg?ml\eiin]a{%j\,vgzhhus, in my opinion, shown both tact and u_bility in pm‘rying out .his mission,
and it gives me pleasure to bring to Your Lordship's notice the highly elﬁcler}t manner in which he
has performed the duty with which he was charged, aud the clear and interesting report he has made

of hisg proceedings. I have, &ec.,

A. E. HAVELOCK.

No. 427.
The Most Hon, the Marquess of Ripon, K.G., to Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G,

Ceylon.—No. 102. Downing street, April 7, 1894,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 43 of the 14th
February last, forwarding a veport by Mr. Gerald Browne upon his visit to the Maldive Islands in
connection with the question of the succession to the Sultanate of those Islunds. .
2. I am glad to acknowledge the tact and ability shown by Mr. Browne in the conduect of this

s

mission.
3. I observe that the Sultan has expressed a wish that a British man-of-war may be ullowed to

visit the Islaunds once a year, and on learning that you see no objection to such wu course I will ask the
Lords of the Admiralty to make avrangements for such periodical visits.
4. Possibly on some future occasion it may be found praciicable to give the Islanders the
benefit of expert advice with regard to their water snpply.
I have, &e.,

RIPON.

No. 48.
Governor Sir A. B, Havelock, K.C.M.G.. to the Most Hon, the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.

Queen’s Cottage, Nuwara Eliya,
JIiscelluiteors,—No. 144, Cerlon, April 29, 1894,

My LorD MaRQUESS,—WITH reference to my despatch No. 43 of the 1dth February last, I
have the honour to transmit two petitions addressed to Your Lordship by Mohammed Didi on the
subject of the Sultanate of the Maldive Islands,

2. T received Mohammed Didi on the 23rd March last, when he presented to me the first of
the two petitions, dated the 20th Maveh, 1594, I enclose for Your Lordship’s information a copy of
the notes of what was said at the interview, and also u copy of the letter addressed by ws to the
Sultan with regard to the alleged treatment of the nephew of the petitioner and of his relatives,

3. The petitioner having in the 8th and 9th paragraph of his petition alluded to Mr. Browne's
wnission to the Maldives. I thonghs it right to cause the petition to be referred to Mr. Browne, and [
now beg to submib for Your Lordship’s information a copy of that olficer's report.

4. With regard to the insinuations made against Abdul Careem, Mudalivar, who acted as inter-
preter to Mr, Browne, I beg to state that I have no reason to doubt Abdul Careem’'s good faith in
interpreting, Abdul Careem is & Mohammedan gentleman residing at Galle, who served the Ceylon
(tovernment with credit for many years, and who was awarded o special pension on account of Lis
special merit. He has previously acted as interpreter for the Government at the Maldives, and his
way of discharging his duty in this capacity earned for him the confidence and good opinion of my
predecessors.

5. I beg further to add that if the present Sultan had not been raised to the throne with the
consent of the majority of the people, the existence of very widespread dissatisfaction with His
Highness's succession and rule could not altogether have escaped the notice of Mr. Browne or the
Commander of the man-of-war. I do not believe that any such dissatisfaction exists,

6. The second memorial, dated the 23th March, does not seem to call for any further remarks,
It enters into the same subjects as the firsc petition, which were commented on in Mr. Browne's
report, It deals with some points of succession whiech are not new, anil which havealready been fully
considered. It also states the family connections of the Sultan and of the ministers, but this does not
seem to affect the question of the rights or position of che reigning Sultan. ‘

7. The reigning Sultan has, as far as can be ascertained, sncceeded to the Sultanate in accord-
ance with the traditions and customs of the Maldives. His rule uppears to give satisfaciion to the
Maldivians; it is supported by the ablest and most influentinl men of the community, and it maintaing
order and tranquility in the Islands. I believethat under such circumstances Her Majesty's Govern-
%?cliait have no right, even if they had a wish, to interfere in the manner suggested by ilohammed

I have, &e.,
A.E. HAVELOCL,

* See No, 88, t See No. 10, $ See No, 3.
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Euclustu"f: No, 1in Nu. 45,
Mohummed Didi to Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.ALG.

Colombo, Ceylon,
March 20, 1894.

THE respectful petition of Mohammed Didi, now in Ceylon, Colombo, showeth as follows :—

‘T'hat the petitioner begs to forward herewith a petition addressed by him to Her Majesty's

Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, and prays that it may please Your Excellency to
rorward it.
0 That when on u previous occasion the petitioner memoriulized the Governor, when Your
Excellency was absent in Englaud, the Hon. the Lisutenant-Governor, in reply to his memorial. said
that the Government of Ceylon could not juterfere in any manner in the local aftairs of the Islands
and in macters of purely internal concern. -It is for this reason that the petitioner memoriulizes Her
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. )

That the petitioner is not in a position to conjecture whether Your Excellency can and will
interfere in the matter which he now represents to the Secretary of State ; but if Your Excellency
can and will entertain the matter, much delay can be avoided. Usurpation of u throne is a serious
matter, and the petitioner trusts that Your Excellency, as the ruler of this Island, and having control
over the Maldive Islands, will interfere in the matter.

That the petitioner’s nephew, the rightful heir to the throne, is a veritable prisoner. His
servants were expelled, and servants who would obey the behests of the usurper have been put on
to attend to him. He is, in fact, under espionage, and bound by the fetters of thraldom,

Wherefore the petitioner prays that it may please Your Excellency graciously to forward the
enclosed petition to the Secretary of State, and nntil His Lordship'sreply is received the petitioner begs
that it may please Your Excellency to direct the Sultan to allow the petitioner’s nephew and his
mother and relations to come to Ceylon,

For which act of goodness the petitioner, as in daty bound, shall ever pray.

MOHAMMED DIDI.

Sub-Lncloswre in Encloswre No. 1 in No, 43,
Mohammed Didi to the Most Hon. the Marguess of Ripon, K.G.

Colombo, Ceylon,
March 20, 1594.

THE respecttul petition of Mobammed Didi, now in Ceylon, showeth as follows :—

That Your Lordship's petitioner is an uncle of Ibrahim Samsuddeen, the legitimate righttul
heir to the throne of the Maldive Islands. The petitioner would memorialize His Excellency the
Governor of Ceylon but for the fact that in a previous matter the Lieuntenant-Governor of Ceylon,
then administering the Government of that Island, when appealed to, said that ' the Government of
Cerlon could nos interfere in any manner in the locul affairs of the Islands and in matters of purely
internal concern,” . )

Chat che late Muhammad Imad-ud-din died leaving two children, namely, Dorre Manipu and
Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, At the death of Ibrahim Nur-ud-din his eldest son Ibrahim Samsuddeen was
noc allowed to aseend the throne, but the young son Muhammad Imad-ud-din, a boy of seven vears,
was placed on the throne on the pretext that the father had desired that the younger son should
succeed him. The people protesied againse the enthronement of the younger son, and in consequence
of the protest by the people the elder son Ibrahim Sumsuddeen was placed on the throne. The
object of those who placed the younger son was to misappropriate the revenues of the Island for their
own aggrandizement,

That when the eldest son was, in deference to the voice of the people, placed on the throne,
his cousin Muhammad Imad-ud-din was entrusted with the administration of public aflairs because of
the youth of the said Ibrahim Samsuddeen, the rightful heir to the throne. Not long after the
accession of the rightful heir to the throne Ibrahim Didi, now Prime Minister, and his two brothers-
in-law Turtn Sidi and Hussan Didi, the Treasurer and the Collecior of Revenue respectively, caused
the deposition of the rightful heir and reigning Sultan Ibrahim Sammsuddeen and placed the present
reigning Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din on the throne.

That the presentreigning Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din has no right whatever to the throne,
His father, the eldest son of Muhammad Imad-ud-din, having been blind, and consequently not
having ascended the throne, the right to the throne could not vest in his son, and therefore the eldest
son of Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, namely, Ibrahim Samsuddeen, should be the king.

That many of the prominent people of the Islands protesied against the usurpation of the
throne by Muhammad Imad-ud-din, and the resuli of such a protest was that they were exiled
to some of the obscare islands,and thus prevented from representing matters to the British
Government or to the British authorities in Ceylon.

That in anticipation that representations would be made to the Ceylon Government, negotia-
tions were carried on with some members of the Public Service of Ceylon by the usurper’s minions.
The petitioner does not hesitate to say that heavy bribes were offered to and received by some of
those members of the Public Service. One result of those negotiations was that Carimjee Jafferjee,
a merchant in Ceylon, Abdul Careem, Mudaliyar, of Galle, and Hussan Didi, the Collector of Revenue
of the Maldive Islands, who had come to Colombo, went to the Maldive Islands and menaced to
puuish any person who would oppose Muhammad Imad-ud-din, *the usurper,” and promulgated the
false rnmour that the Government of Ceylon had approved his enthronement as Sultan. At this
Juncrure u fow of those who protested were exiled n terrorem. The three persons referred to went
in the steamer Lady Havelock, That simultaneously with the usurpation of the throne the
demolition of the State document was consammated by means of incendiarism. The object was the
obliteration of all traces which could establish the right of the legitimate heir to the throne. The
:2]:?]]::; cé)rr‘:;ants of the Treasury was burnt, and it was pretended that the rightfpl heir's uncle had
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That when the younger brother of the righttul heir was placed on the throne, the petitioner
on behalf of the rightful heir came to Ceylun and submitted matters to His Excellency the Governor
of Ceylon personally and in writing. Sir Edward Noel Wallker was then administering the Govern-
ment of Ceylon. ) . )

That the petitioner, after the usurpation referred to, tool no steps to place the rightful heir to
the throne. An ambassador, Hassan Didi, in the usual course came to His Excellency the
Governor of Ceylon as ambassador of the Sultan. His Excellency doubted tbe credentials of the
ambassador and the right of the reigning Sultan for reasons which the petitioner is not aware of ;
and His Excellency sent to the Maldive Islands a Commissioner in the person of Mr. Browne.

After Mr. Browne's arrival at the Maldive Islands he saw the Sultan ut his palace, and he also
saw lbrahim Didi at his house. On the sune day Mr. Browne went back to the ship, The Sultan
hud issued an edict prohibiting all persons going to the man-ot-war which took Mr. Browne to the
Maldive Islands. On the second day Mr. Browne came ushore again, had a walls, und went back to
the ship. On che third day, too, he came ushore, saw bthe Sultan, spoke to him and others who were
interested in the Sultan, and went back to the ship and returned to Ceylon.

That during the stay of the man-ot-war in the harbour Abdul Careem, who accompanied Mr.
Browne as interpreter, inquired of the petitioner whether he was going to the ship. On the
petitioner answering in the afirmative Abdul Careem said that he was also going to the ship, and
both of them went to the ship. .

The petitioner went to the ship and sat down. Mr. Browne spoke to him through his inter-
preter Abdul Careem. The petitioner could not understand what Mr. Browne and the interpreter
spolze, but the interpreter made the petitioner understand that the Governor of Ceylon would not
approve of the conduet of any person who disliked or opposed the reigning Sultan. Mr. Browne
inquired from the petitionerabout the country. 'The petitioner told Mr. Browne that the people were
averse to the usurpation of the throne by Muhammad Imad-ud-din, but whether the interpreter
conveyed the fact to Mr. Browne or not he could not say. The interpreter told the petitioner that he
need not speak on that subject, as Mr. Browne had no power to do anything.

That the petitioner is confident that Your Lordship will not ullow the throne of the Maldive
Islands to be occupied by one who is not legitimately entitled toit. When Mubhammad Imad-ud-din
had died, the father of the now reigning Sultan should have certainly succeeded him, but as he was
blind he was no¢ called to the throne, and his brother Ibrahim Nur-ud-din succeeded him. I[brahim
Nur-ud-din baving died, his son Ibrahim Samsuddeen was entitled to succeed him. Ibrahim Sumsud-
deen’s claim was overlooked, and his vounger brother Muhammad Imad-ud-din was made Sultan.
When the people protested against this violation of the law of inheritance the younger brosher was
deposed, and the eldest in the family was placed on the throne. But he was not permitted to reign
long. He was deposed, and contrary to the law of the Islands the son of the blind man Dorre Manipu
wasg permitted to supplant the rightful heir., Dorre Manipu's son Muhammad Imad-ud-din has no
right whatever to the throne. The right to the throne never vested in Dorre Manipu, the blind man,
and his son could not therefore succeed. The right, whether to a throne or to property, should vest
in a parent before the son can be entitled to succeed as heir. Dorre Manipu never ascended the
throne, hence his son, the Sultan now reigning, could not succeed him. The legitimate heir is the
petitioner's nephew, who came to the throne, but was deposed in order to place Muhammad Imad-
ud-din on the throne. It is necessury to submit to Your Lordship that the present reigning Sultan
was placed on the throne by Tbrahim Didi, now Prime Minister, and his two brothers-in-law Tuttu
?i;‘li L:-lnd Hagsan Didi with the object of benefiting themselves, and not in the interest of the

slands. .

Wherefore the petitioner prays that it may please Your Lordship to direct the Governor of
(\'Jf)il]qu to investigate the claims and to see that the rightful heir is placed on the throne of the
Maldives.

For which act of justice the petitioner, as in duty bound. shall ever pray.

MOHAMMED DIDI

Enclosure No, 2 in Nu, 43.
Mohammed Didi to Governor Sir A, E, Havelocl, K.C.).G.

No. 32, Kuruwe street,
Colombo, Ceylon, March 28, 1894,

THE respectful petition of Mohammed Didi, now in Ceylon, No. 32, Kurawe street, Colomho
showeth as foliows ;— '

[That the petitioner begs first of all to tender to Your Excellency his hewrifelt thanks for the
interview accorded to him by Your Excellencr at Nuwara Eliva, and especially for the patience
with which Your Excellency listened to him and interrogated him with a view to the ascertainment
of the truth,

That the petitioner, in consequence of the interview referred to, is obliged to forwurd to Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies a second petition, and he begs to send the
same nerewich, and most respectfully to request that it may please Your Excellency to forward the
sa%ne to His Lordship. The matters contained in the accompanying petition could not be personally
th1 tgx;t;z‘isglzg;rngg::gigc% as the peiitioner had not in his possession at the time the names

Wherefore the petitioner begs it may : ; i i
et e Secrgatary i Stntges. it may please Your Excellency to transmit the petition herewith

For which act of favour the petitioner, as in duty bonﬁd, shall ever pray.,

MOHAMMED DIDL
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Sub-Enclosure in Encloswre Nu. 2 in No. 43,
Mohammed Didi to the Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.

Colombo, Ceylon,
No. 32, Kuruwe street, March 28, 1894,

The respecstul petition of Mohammed Didi, now in Ceylon, No. 82, Kuruwe street, Colombo,
showeth as follows :—

That the petitioner presented to His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon u petition dated the
20th March instant addressed to Your Lordship. At the petitioner's request the Governor most
yracioualy accorded him an interview, tor which he shall ever be deeply gratetul. In consequence
of that interview the petitioner has to forward, through His Ixcellency the Governor of Ceylon,
this petition, which he prays may be read and considered as a part of his petition of the 20th March.

That in his previous petition the petitioner stated the present reigning Sultan of the Muldive
Islunds was not the rightfal heir to the throne, because his father, a blind man, had not ascended the
throne, and 7pso fucto his son could not succeed, The Mohammedan laws as laid down by the holy
Prophet Mohumet have been fundamental laws of the Maldive Islands, as they have been of every
other country in which Mohammedanism has been predominant, and any Mohammedan nation
would not conntenance or be ruled by a law incompatible with the Mobammedan laws laid down
by Mohamet, and on which all other laws have been based. In addition to the facts submitted in
his previous petition, the petitioner will submit to Your Lovdship certain other facts which will
convince you that the present Sultan is not the rightful heir.

That the late Hassan Hizzudeen ruled the Islands during seven years and upwards, and was
succeeded by the elder of his two sons, Muhammad Mohobudeen, who reigned also for about the same
period. Muhammad Mohobudeen died leaving children, the eldest of whom was a daughter. The
daunghter could not succeed the father according to the laws of the Islunds, and his younger brother
Hassan Merudeen ascended the throne.

That the said Hassan Merudeen governed the Islunds during twenty years, and died leaving
two sons, one of whom was Muhammad Muin-ud-din. He was called to the throne and reigned
thirty-seven years. He alsv left two sons, the eldest of whom, Muhammad Imad-ud-din, succeeded
him, He reigned torty-nine years leaving two sons, namely, Dorre Manipu having been blind, the
younger son Ibrahim Nur-ud-din was proclaimed Sultan.

That Ibrahim Nur-ud-din having died, his second son Muhammad Imad-ud-din was unjustly and
contrary to the laws of the Islands placed on the throne, and the rightful heir, the eldest son
Tbrahim Samsuddeen, was thugsupplanted. This fact has been mentioned in the previous petition to
Your Lordship, as also the tact that when the people protested against the enthronement of the
sacond son instead of the eldest son, the legitimate heir to the throne, the eldest son, whose righteous
claims had been deliberately overlooked, was placed on the throne, and the second son was deposed.

That it is of paramount importance to submit to Your Lordship that the second son of Ibrahim
Nur-ud-din was placed on the throne by Ibrabim Didi, Hassan Didi,and Tuttu Didi, for the accomplish-
ment of their own ends, After the deposition of the second son, the first son, the rightful heir, was
called to the throne by the voice of the .people, but he was not allowed, as he lawfully should have
heen, to continue to occupy the throne, because if he had continued to ocecupy the throne the three
individuals above-mentioned would have been precluded from misappropriating the revenues of the
Islands. Itis of no lessimportance to submit to Your Lordship that Muhammad Imad-ud-din married
tor the second time the sister of Tbrahim Didi, the present Prime Minister, afler his enthronement.
His former wife was the daughter of the late Sultan, and she wuas divorced. The present Sultan's
hrother married Tustu Didi's daughter. The third brother of the present Sultan married Hassan
Didi’s daughter, Tuttu Didi and Hassan Didi married the sisters of Ibrahim Didi. The close
connection by affinity of the present Sultan to the present ministers is thus clear, and is significant
of the fact that these ministers, who virtually rule the Islands, have placed on the throne one who is
not entitled to it, with the object of serving their own purposes.

That there wasa promise on the part of the British Government that it would protect the
Maldivian Government from any foreign aggression and invasion. The Maldivian Government
depends entirely on the British Government, and in a matter of such importance as the present the
petitioner trusts thav Your Lordship will give your most earnest consideration. WWhae the petitioner
complains ot is that the present Sultan has no right to occupy the throne, and that the ministers to
serve their own ends placed on the throne one who has no right to it.

That it has been submitted hereinbefore that Muhammad Mohubudeen's danghter had not
ascended the throne, though she was his eldest child. This was because she was a f?emale. After
her father’s death her father’s brother was called tothe throne, and she wasexcluded. In accordance
with the Mohammedan laws the present Sultan has no right to the throue, his father never having
occupied it owing to his blindness. The present Sultan was placed on the throne as the outcome of
a plot by which the Prime Minister Ibrahim Didi and the others interested were to be benefited, both
hy the ties of marriage and pecuniarily. '

Wherefore the petitioner prays that it may please Your Lordship, in the interests of justice, to
‘lirect thac the matters contained in this petition and in the previous petition be investigated, and ’the
righiful heir be caused to be placed on the throne of the Maldive Islands. '

For which act of favour the petitioner, as in duty boand, shall ever pray.

MOHAMMED DIDI.
Enclosure Nu. 3 in No, 43.

NoTES taken during an Interview granted by His Excellency the Governor to Mohammed Didj of th
Maldive Islands, ;

MorAMMED Didi stated that he had received a letter trom Sir E. W i
) ; . Walker in 139 i
was informed that the Ceylon Goverr_xment wouald not interfere with the internal gc?vs?;ifrie‘zgffhtﬁe
Maldliva Islands. Having handed this leiter to His Excellency, he proceeded to state that when th:
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last Sultan died they placed the younger of his twosons on the throne. The people protested,und he
came over and saw Sir E. Walker, and after that the elder brother was put up; then he was deposed.
and the blind man's son was put on the throne. o ) .

On Mr. Browne going there no person supporting the claimant (the elder brother of the two
sons of the Sultan last dead) was allowed to see him. .

His Excellency : Did the claimant not see Mr. Browne * _

Mohammed Didi: The claimant did see Mr. Browne, but conld not speuk to him.

His Excellency : How does he know that ? ) N .

Mohammed Didi: Mr. Browne inquired of the ¢laimant if he was well, und he replied he was
well, i
. His Excellency : Were you present at the interview ?

Mohammed Didi: Yes. . ] . = . o

" Mohainmed Didi, continuing, said : All those persous who were interested in the claimant’s side
have been exilad to a remote island of the Maldives, ax}d are consequently in o kind of custody,

His Excellency : Is Mohammed Didi himself exiled 7

Mohammed Didi: He was told to go away with hig children.

His Xxcellency : Did he go? 5

Mohammed Didi: Yes,

His Excellency : Where did he go to ?

Mohammed Didi: Ceylon.

His Excellency : Did they malke any difficulty about his leaving the Island for Ceylon ?

Mohammed Didi: No, none.

His Excellency : Where are you going to after you leave Ceylon !

Mohammed Didi: To Minicoy.

His Excellency : How did you come here ?

Mohammed Didi: In a bugala belonging to Musa-bai, « merchant at the Maldljves.

Mohammed Didi then, being asked if there was anything else he wanted, said he wished His
Excellency to order that his nephews, who are prisoners, and their mother may be brought over to

eylon.

G His Excellency : Did not the Sultan prevent you coming over to Ceylon ?

Mohammed Didi : No, the Sultan wanted him to leave.

JMohammed Didi then again requested that His Excellency would order the Sultan to send the
two young men and their mother to Ceylon.

His Excellency then explained that he would not order the Sultan to send them over, but would
tell him that these young wen and their mother are free to come if they choose.

March 22, 1894.

Enclosure No. 4 (n No. 43,
Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G., to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives.
' Ceylon, April 4, 1904,

- 1 HAVE to intorm Your Highness that on the 22nd March I granted un interview to Mohammed
Didi, when he represented to me that his nephew, whom he calls the rightful heir to the throne, is
a veritable prisoner at the Maldives. und he has requested me to direct Your Highness to permit his
naphew and his nephew’s mocher and relatives to come to Cevlon.

2. I have replied to Mohammed Didi shat I would nos direct.Your Highness to let these

persons come to Ceylon, but that I would tell Your Highness that they are free to come here if they
wish to do so.

_ A. E. HAVELOCK,

Enclosure Nu. 5 in Nu. 43,
(3erald Browne, Easq., to the Hon. the Colonial Secretury.
Maldive Appiirs, Colombo, April 7, 1894,

S1R,—I HAVE the honour to return the petition from Mohamuwed Didj, enclosing 4 memorial
to the Secretary of State, with my report upon their contents, called for by your letter dated the
4th inatant.

I have, ke,
e GERALD BROWNE,

Sub-Enclosure in Enblnsm'a Nu.d in No, 43,
REPORT on Petition from Mohammed Didi dated 20th March, 1894,

I THINK that, with regard to the Hrst seven baragraphs of the petition to the Secretury of State,
thera is nothing I can add to what I have said in my repori of 29th January last, The statements in
paragraphs 4and 10, with regard to the legitimacy of the present Sultan's succession, are in contradic.
tion to what I have stated in paragraphe 3 and 9 of my report.

2. I believe the assertion in paragraph 8, that the Sultan had issued an ediet prohibiting all
persons “ going to the man-of-war,” to hu untrue. In the following paragraph Mohammed Didi,
againat whom such an edict would, if against any one, be specially directed and enforced, cénveys the
Impression that he was on the point of going on hoard of himself, when I sent to fotch him.,
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3. In paragraph Y the petilioner avails himself of the tact that my interview with him
was necessarily conducted through an interpreter, who would have it in his power to misrepresent.
what was said on either side, to suggest that such was the case. T can only say that I feel confident
that Abdul Careem, Mudaliyar, acted honestly and loyally and interpreted to the best of his ability.
With regard to the statement that Mohammed Didi was told that he needed not speak on that
subject (the alleged opposition of the people to the present Sultan), as Mr. Browne had no power “ to
do anything,” T would repeat what I have already reported to His Excellency verbally. Mohammad
Didi. towards the close of our conversation, said that he wished to go to Ceylon to see the Governor.
I inquired with what object he desired to do so. He stated that he wished to represent the state of
alfairs in the Malllives. I told him, in reply, that I was there commissioned by the Governor to hear
everything that he or others might have to say on the subject. I added that if before I left matters
were settled by the recognition and saluie of the present Sultan, he must regard that action as
irrevocable ; that any such visit and representation would therefore only tend to disquiet people's
minds; and I assured him emphatically that anything which might have such an effect would be
exceedingly displeasing to the Governor. I discouraged him from any such action or further
agitation, understanding, as I do, that the Government has no right nor power to interfere with the
succession, beyond according or withholding its recognition. The only course open would be to
withdraw the recognition now given, a course which, without strong grounds, would destrov much
of the moral value similar recognition might in future possess in the popular mind, Unfortunately,
I think my efforc did not avail. Mohammed Didi Las come to Ceylon. and incorrect accounts of the
interview which has been accorded te him have appeared in the local papers, and will doubtless be
sent by Mohammed Didi’s sympathizers to the Maldives, where they cannot fail to have some effect
in disquieting people’s minds,

I do not think fualler opportunity could have been given to any of the opposition faction
who had representations to make. I should gladly have remained longer i Malé had there seemed
to be any reason for doing so. Mohammed Didi was, in spite of himself, given the fullest oppor-
tunity and encouraged to say what he wished. Captain Streeton, to whom I have yesterday had an
opportunity of speaking on the subject, concurs with me that his present statements are at variance
with those he made at our interview at Malé (see puragraph T of wny report). He also agrees with
mo that the condition of the late Sultan’s eldest son, Mohammed Didi's nephew, whom Mohammed
Didi now asks thai the Sultan may be directed to send with his mother to Ceylon, had certainly no
appearance of his being ‘ under espionage and bound by the fetters of thraldom," as stated in M.
Didi’s covering petition to His Excellency the Governor !

Colombo, April 7, 15894, GERALD BROWNE,

No. 44.
Governor Sir A. E. Havelock. K.C.).G.. to the Most Hon, the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.

. Queen’s House, Colombo,
Miscrllancors.—XNo, 174, Ceylon, May 18, 1894,

My LORD MARQUEYS,—IN reply to the jrd paragraph of Your Lordship's despatch No. 102 of
the 7th ultimo, I have the honour to state that not only do I see no objection to annual visits to the
Maldive Islands by a British man-of-war, but I think such visits would be distinctly of advantage,

i 2. TVith regard to the 4th paragraph of the despatch, I beg to state that I will try to carry out
Your Lordship's suggestion to give the Maldivians the benefit of expert advice in the maiter of their
water supply.

I have, &e..
A, E. HAVELOCK.

Nc. 45.

The Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.. t0 Governor Sir A, E. Havelock, E.C.M.G.

Ceylon.—No. 164, Downing street, June 6, 1§94,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour despatch No. 144 of the 29th

April lust, forwarding memorials addressed to me by Mohammed Didi on the subject of the suecession

to the Sultanate of the Maldive Islands, and reporting that vou had co i i
_ ) \ mmunicated wit
regards the alleged treatment of the relatives of the }etitioner. s

I approve of your action in the matter, and the petitioner should be i
comply with the terms of his memorials. : SiRTomne: Sy 2 GRatiol

[ take opportunity of adding that I shall be elad ¢t ivei
N6 00 oRES et g all be glad to receive in due course a reply to my despatch

T have, &e.,
RIPON,
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No. 46.
The Secretary of State for the Colonies to Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G,
Ceylon.—No. 195. Downing street, June 29, 1894.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to transmit to you for your information, in reply to your despatch
No. 174 of the 18th ultimo, the docuwent noted below relative to the proposed annual visit of a British

man.of-war to the Maldive Islands.
I have, &c.,

e R. H. MEADE,
for Secretary of State.

Date. Description of Document,
June 28 Copy letter from the Admiralty.

Inclosure in No. 46,
The Secretary, Admiralty Office, to the Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office.
M 4696. Admiralty, June 28, 1894,

S1rR,—WITH reference to your letter of 21st instant, I am commanded by my Lords Commis-
gioners of the Admiralty to request that you will inform the Secretary of Stale that orders have been
given to the Commander in Chief on the East Indies Station to make arrangements for the Maldive
Islands to be visited annually by one of Her Majesty's ships.

I am. &e.,
EVAN MACGREGOR.

No. 47.
Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G., to the Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, E.G.

Queen’s House, Colombo.
Miscellaneous.—No. 238. - Ceylon, July 3, 1894,

My LORD MARQUESS,—WITH reference to the 3rd paragraph of Your Lordship's despatch
No. 164 of the 6th ultimo, desiring to be furnished with a reply to despateh No. 102 of Tth April last.
having reference to annual visits to the Maldive Islands by a British man-of-war, and also to the
water supply of the Island, I beg to refer Your Lordship to my despatch No. 174 of the 18th May
last, which has apparently crossed the despitch now under acknowledgment.

3. I beg, however, to submit for Your Lordship’s information copy of u letter from Mr. G.
Browne, the Commissioner who recently visited the Maldive Islands, and whom [ requested to suggest
any measures for improving the water supply of the place. Mr. Browne's suggestions are good and
practical ones, and [ will take the Hrst opportunity that presents itself of offering advice in the sense
of those suggestions to the Sultan of the Maldives.

I have, &ec..
A. E. HAVELOCK,

No. 48,

Governor Sir A. E. Havelock, K.C.M.G., to the Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.

i Queen's House, Colomb
,]_’Z‘!.SCEHCI'HEONS-_NDO 454, CEFIOH, DECEmbel' 16,0,1894.

My LoRD MARQUESS,—WITH reference to Your Lordship's despatches No. 102 of the Tth April
last and No. 195 of the 29th June last, relative to an annual visit to the Maldive Islands by one of Her
Majesty’s ships of war, T have the honour to repori that the Rear-Admiral Commanding on the
Station having pleced at my disposal H.).S. Cossack, I requested Commander Fisher of that vessel
to visit the Maldive Islands. I enclose a copy of my letter of instructions to Captain Fisher, a copy
of a letter addressed by me to the Sultan, which [ asked Captain Fisher to deliver and a’cop of
Captai% Fisher's repore of his visit, ' d

2. Theinformation which Captain Fisher gives of the apparent stability of the present Sultan’
Government and of the condition of the Islunds and their peugﬁa is satisfactogy. Youlr Lordts?llilét\dvl;l?
be gratified lo learn that the Sultan has expressed his intention of improving the water supply of
Malé, the principal island of the group, in the manner suggested by mein my letter to His Hichpess
a copy of which forms one of the enclosures of this despatch, ’ i -

I hnve,_ &e.,
g A, E. HAVELOCRE.
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No. 49.
WP Tavlor, Ese, to the Right Hon. 8ir J. West Ridgeway, G.CALG., K.C.B., K.C.8.1.
Colombo, August 7, 1900.

YoUuRr EXCELLENCY,—H. M. 8.+ Pigeon,” Lieut.-Commander O. V. Sarze, lefi Colombo for the
vlaldives at 10.30 A on the 27th ultimo and arrvived at Malé at 2 P.A1L on the 30th idem. _
' At 3 P.M. the same day His Highness the Sultan accorded an interview to the Communfler of
H. M. 3. Pigeon ™ and myself, We wers accompanied by Mr. Ponsoqby, Llieut._Wau'_Lon, R.N., and
Surgeon Smith, R.N. The interview was of a purely formal character, at which the cnstowary
compiiments were exchanged and inquiries made. In the course of this interview the Sultan
promised to receive me ihe following morning at 10 1.1 . . _

Abour 10.20 AN, on che 3]st the Sultan received Mr. Ponsonby and myself, there being also
sresent the Cadi (or Kazi) of the Maldives, Mohammed Didi. t_he -l"'rin'aa Minister, and the interpreters,
The Interpreter employed by His Highness was A]nnegi_ Didi, his \\_Jlt:e’s brother.

I began by explaining to the Sultan that my visit had no official character, that 1 hud merely
taken advautage of H. M. 3. “Pigeon” proceeding to Malé for the customary annual visit to malke
personal acquaintance with the country and the people. And being there I took the opportunity to
ask His Highness respecting certain matters regarding which I knew Your Excellency would like to
have information at first hand. .

I first asked abont the prosperity of the Islands and the condition of the crops. The Sultan
replied that his people are prosperous, and that ha' is able to look after the_m and govern them. . ’_I‘he
produce of the cocoanuts and the fishery, the principal sources of trade,ure in a flourishing condition,

He stated that the revenue of the Island is in a satisfactory condition, and issutficient tor the
porposes of Government, but no information as to its amount was forthcoming. I may Lere mgntio:n
that I was informed subsequently by the Prime Minister that the annual revenue amounts to hetween
rwo and three lalkkhs of rapees. The revenne is made up of Customs duty on imports, export duties
vn certain articles produced in the Island, and o few direct taxes. I gathered from unofficial sonrces
that certain dues are paid by the shipping, which dues go direct to the Snltan and his of-ﬁmfrs,

Rice is the principal arricle of importation. Cotton geods und other manufactnresare imported,
and on these. with a few exceptions, an import duty of one-iweltth is levied.

His Highness assured me that no undue preference is now shown to any trader or importer :
all ave treated alilke. TUp co last year this was not so ; up to then Carimjee .I_nﬂferjee r_a-irlwl_\])pemiix l..}.
enjored certain privileges and exemptions, but these have now been abolished. and in furure all will
he treated alike.

The two envoys who recently spent some monihs at Colombo wenr on husiness from the
Saltan, and, in the case of one of them, to obtain medical trentment. Purs of the business in guestion
was in connection with the proposed improvement of Malé harbour.® With respect to rhis. Messrs.
Walleer are being consulted. No applieation for advice or assistance was made to the Cevlon Govern-
ment, becunse the Sultan considered he could do all he wanted withont help,

The lester of 10th July {vide Appendix IL) addressed to Your Lxcellency by these twn
xentlemen hefore their departure from Colombo is in accordance with the views of rhe Sualtan.
He contemplates reterring che Hnancial disputes of himself and his Government with Carimjees
Jafferjee to the court at Malé presided over by the Cadi (or Kazi). He expressed himself as unwilling
to accept the snggestion which I made, under instructions from Your Excellency, that the matters in
dispure should be referred to arbitration. In whatever way it mayx be Jdecided that their differences
shonld be settled it is in his opinion essential that the inguiry should take place at Malé, He would
not be satisfied with an inquiry or examination of the accounts held at Colombo. No progress had
been made with the examination of Carimjee Jafferjee's aceounts sinee July of last rear when Alhimed
Didi promized thé Lientenant-Governor that ke would see ro it. The Sultan anticipares that as the
result of an investigution it would be found shat Carimjee Jafferjee is indebzed to the Maldivian
Fovernment to the extent of Rs. 50,000. The claims by and agninst Carimjee Jafferjee are in
respect of moneys advanced by Carimjee Jafferjee. moners paid to Carimjee Jafferjee by the
Maldivian Government, and the disposal uf goods encrusted 1o Carimjee Jafferjee by the Maldivian
Government.

I nrzed on His Highness a reference to arbitration. pointing out that 2 decision bv 1 court
sitting az Malé and believed by the general public to be infinenced by him could not be rexurded ag
satisfactory and would not be so regarded where the claiws of a British subjecr were in fuestion,

According to His Highuess the concessions enjored up to last year by Carimjee Juiferjee are
(@) exemption from payment of export duty on goods shipped by him.and (2 the admission free of
import duty of goods carried in three of his hugzalows on paxyment for each vovace of Aixed sums of
Rs. 500, Rs. 400. and Rs. 730 respectively, In the case of the import duties exemption. thiz meant a
saving of che Jdifference between Rs. 1.300 or Rs. 2,000 und the several sums actually paid. ~ Other
huggalows of Carimjee Jutferjes are ulso emploved in the carrying trade of the Maldives, but in
vespect of their carroes the regular import duty was paid. The Sultan counld assign no sarisfactory
reason for thess exemptions. He was understood to deny that they were in retuin for or on account
of advances made to him or his Governwent by Carimjee Jafferjee. Tha concession in resvect of the
first bnggalow was made by his predecessor, Snltan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din ; the concessions in respect
of the other two were made by the present Sultan. -The concessions made br the present Sultan
were made at the insiance of his late Prime Minister, Ibrahim Didi (vide Appendix II1), and were
allezed to be intanded to reward Carimjee Jafferjes for his services as Agent in Ceylon of the
Maldivian Government. It is not alleged that Carimjee Jafferjee rendered any service as between
the Cerlon Government and the Maldivian Government. .

* Bell writes of this so-called harbour as follows :—% An unbroken reef just awash, renders its (the Island’s) south
side inacessible: hut the rest of its circumfarence has n lagoon or harbour, formed by an artificial bank of coral three to four
feer abore water and six to eight feet in width, roughly reunewed from time to time, which serves a3 an exective breakwuter
against the monsonn storms, ~As the depth of water inside is from six to fourteen feat, this harbour gives excellent shelter
to hoth the trading ywadara and fishing boats of the natives, ‘The only entrance, about thircy feet in width, is on the side
where the ;o::-.! bauké\ppmncges the beach to within 60 or 70 yards."

4t the present day the depth of water varies from two to four feet ; it is proposed to dredge i 1 i
in the southern part and of twelve feet in the northern part, P ATrge st to wdanfiol sighiten

113-03



110

a0 THE MALDIVIED [SLANDS,

The Sultan ‘loes nut know how Cavimjes Jatferjer’s claim of two lakhs is made up, or what
mouneys he has expended for the Mullivian Government. The Sultan appeared disposed to deny thfll:
Carimjee Jatferjee had addressed to him several letters asking It'qr a sgt-tlemgnt. as alleged in
Carimjee Jafferjee's letter to the address of Sir L. Noel Walker of the 19th April last ; and added
that Carimjee Jufferjes took no notice ot his requests for a settlement.

Ibrahim Didi was removed from office as Prime Minister for the reasons stated in the Sultan’s
lerter of 19 Safir, 1317 (25sh June, 1899). sent to Colombo by the hand of Ahmed Didi (1ide Appendix
[V.). Besides what is stated in that letter it is true that. as stated by Dadabhov in his memovial to
Admiral Douglas, Ibrahim Didi wanted a concession of the Customs duties to be wiven 1o Carimjes
Jafferjee in return for an annual paywment of Rs. 30,000. )

“'Phe canse of objection by the Sultan to the employmenc of Abdul Kuvim Mudalivar as
Interpreter was allegeil to Le that the latter on the vecasion of his visits to Malé told the people that
the Sultan will not be allowed to act in opposition to Carimjee Jafferjee; that the Ceylon Govern-
" ent would nnt permit it ; and that as a consequence of these statements disturbances might tollow,
I pointed out to His Highness that of this nothing was known to the Ceylon Go vernment aud that so
far as interpretation went there appeared to be no reason to find fault with Abdnl Karim Mudalivar,
- that the notes of conversations interpreted by him, as written down by the Lieutenunt-Governor,
* agreed practically in all essential respects with the notes of what passed submitted subsequently by
Mohammed Didi and Ahmed Didi respectively. This was not challenged.

The Sultan asserted that no disturbance whatever followed the removal from office of Ibrahim
Didi, nor was there any tronble whatever except the trouble raised by Carimjee Jafferjee’s people in
connection with the payment of Customs duties, )

The Sultan is quite satisfled with his present Prime Minister and with the way affairs are now

roceeding.

¥ 'I‘hegSuIt-au alleged that he knows nothing of any present of Rs, 5,000 having been made to Sir
Edward Walker on the occasion of his visit to Malé in 1598, His Highness sent him n present of
some mats and other small things, nothing more. If a present of Rs. 5,000 was made, it was made
by his Ministerwithout his knowledge. He has not heard that it was reported, and at one time believed
at Mald, that the amount shown in his acconnts by Ibrahim Didi as having been given was Rs. 50,000,
His Highness knows nothing whatever of gratifications being given to officials of the Ceylon Govern-
ment on the occasion of the annual embassy. It such are given they must he of small amount, Rs. 50
or Rs. 100, T explained that I mentioned these matters to His Highness in a purely friendly spirit
with a view to bring to his notice rumours that were carrent. I mentioned also that presents to officials
were vegarded with distavour by the Ceylon Government, and were quite wasted, as His Highness
might rely on che friendly disposition towarls him of the Ceylon Guvernment without his having
vecourse to attempts ut influence of this character,

His Highnesssaid that that Dadabhoy is not now in the Sultan's employmenc in any wav, Last
year iv had been intimated to the Ceylon Government by the Prime Minister, Mobammed Didi, that
Dadabhoy had been engaged ug his Private Secretary. I here explained to the Sultan that credit was
not given to Mohammed Didi’s intimation because the Cevlon Government was sare His Highness
would recognize that he shounld not engage the services of a British subject, resident in Ceylon,
withount first communicating with the Ceylon Government. The Sultan bad not communicated with
or agked the consent of ithe Ceylon Government. Dadabhoy, I told His Highness, was deported from
the Maldives by Capt. Field because it was feared he might foment discurbance and because he was
complicating matters by interference in' Maldivian polities, which as a British subject he had no right
to do.

I again at this stage, believing that the interview wasabout to close, commended to the Sultan’s
careful consideration with his Ministers the suggestion us to arbitration as between Carimjee Jutferjee
and himself. Isuid the suggestion was Your Excellency'’s, and was prompted by a desive to serve the
interests of His Highness and his Government.

The Sultan then went on to say that he proposed starting for Mecea in about six weeks from
now, and inquired whether the Ceylon Government would object to his proposals for a Regency. I
said in reply that he no doubt would submit only suitable proposals, and if suitable propusals were
submitted, or suitable arrangements were made by him, no objection would be lilkely to be taken.

He said that he and his Ministers were apprehensive of disturbance being stivred up by Ibrahim
Didi, inquired if Tbrahim Didi is recognized as a British subject and appeared desirous of ascertain-
ing how far Ibrahim Didi would be supported by the Cerlon Government. I told His Hishnessitis
not likely the Ceylon Government would interfere with hisarrangements, or would suppore [brahim
Didi if the latter were to put himself in active opposition to the Government, but that Ibrahim Didi's
safety must continue to be a matter of concern to the Government of Ceylon by whom the Saltan
would be held respounsible for any:hing that mizht happen to him.

Wish this our interview closed, having lasted over three hours,

About 4.30 P.OI. the same evening the Sultan visited H. M. S, “Pigeon " and was shown over
the ship by Lientenant-Commander de Satge. The Snlian impressed me and the others, who were
brought in contact with him, as being phrsically robust and mentally as possessed of keen intelligence.
No symptoms of weakness or failure such as are Jdescribed by Capr. Field were apparent,

The following morning at 10 4.M. T paid a visit to Ibrahim Didi, the late Prime Minister, at
his residence. he having privately intiwmated to me that he was not permitied to receive we. '

I found him to be, ns deseribed by Capt. Field, « man ot about.70, very keen, intelligent, and, 1
would say, dissatisfied with his present state. The apprehension of the Sultan and hig present n;‘wise,rs
that, after the former's departure, disturbunce might be fomented by Ibrahim Didi is, in my opinion
tormed as the resnlt of my interview with Tbrahim Didi, by no means groundless. Bosides his
undoubted ability and influence, he is, I thinl, of a restless disposition and, granted opporiunicy
would hardly, even if he so desired. be able to resist u try for u restoration to power. While he was
in power, I should sav the Sultan was 2 mere figure heu'd, the whole work of administration beiny
centred in ?brahiu} Didi ; and I am inelined to believe the assertion that the cause of his downfall is
:Egusi;tgtﬁns unw:]]mgngss to continue the relations that existed up to last year. Ibrohim Didi

g e could exact his own terms and found out too late that he was mistalken,
possiblf’afr:n:'llso dlsp.osed to r.hink., though I' hardly have grounds for saying so, that family matters,
3 11y quarrels, were mixed up with the proceedings of last vear which led 1o Ibrahim



111

THYE MALDIVE ISLANDS, 31

Didi's remnval from otlice, Anaerive personage, probably u strong influence at present, is thla.broth.er-
in-law of the Sultan, to whom Capi. Field alludes in his report. uud_\vho came in Jul;‘ of last year
on u special mission to Sir 1. Walker, and again in December last with the annual tribute to Your
Excellency. This brother-in-law, Ahmed Didi, had three sisters, one of whom was murrled_ to Sultan
{hrahim Nur-ud-din, whom the presentSultan succeeledatter a very shorcinterval, s second is married
io the present Sultan, and the other married Ibrahim Didi. Aluned Didi is comparatively young,
active, extremely intelligent, I would say very ambitious, and I faney contemplates succeeding
Mohammed Didi as Chief Minister before long with a possibility of ultimately succeeding to the
sultanate.

At my interview with Tbrahim Didi, after the customary exchunge of greetings und compli-
ments, I made inguiry as to the concessions granted to Carimjee Jatferjee. Ibrahim Didi asserted
that the concessions had not been made at his instance, but by Saltan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din and the
present Sultan in return for favours received, advances made, and such lilie. The concessions were
as mentioned at my interview with the Sultan except that according to Ibrahim Didi the payment to
be made in respect of the exemption of the third buggalow was £33 sterling, not Rs. 750. No seitle-
ment had been made with Carimjee Jafferjee since 1893 when the amount due to him wus Rs. 110,000 ;
it must now be more, i

Ibrahim Didi denied that he wanted the Sultan to give a concession of the Customs duties to
Carimjee Jafferjee for un annual payment of Rs. S0.000. ‘

He stated that the present of Rs. 5,000 to Sir E. Walker was under direct instructions from the
Sultan. An account of all such disbursements is filed in the Kachcheri,

He admitted that after his removal from otfice last year no disturbance tool place. He had
been apprehensive of disturbance, but none occurred. He is still apprehensive that harm may come
to him from the present adininistrarion ; he has been threatened and hus been told that be may not
go on hoard any vessel of war to pay visits und so on.

He 'said thut it is the nsual practice on the occasion of the annual embaesy to Ceylon to make
a present of Rs. 500 to Ra, 1,000 to the Maha Mudaliyar in recognition of the services vendered by him
to the embassy, and denied the giving of presents tothe other officers. If the Tamil Interpreter said
e received an aunual present of the value of Rs. 600, it would not be true. He would receive a
present of a few mats—nothing more. Ibrahim Didi denied that presents of large amount were made
to certain Ceylon otficials on the occasion of the recognition of the present Saltan.

Before leaving I cantioned Ibrahim Didi against improper interference with the existing
administration, in respect of which, if he should adopt such a course, he would receive no support
trow the Government of Ceylon.

I then went on tv the residence of Mohammed Didi, where I had an interview with bim, Ahmed
Didi. and some others of the Ministers. Mohammed Didi introduced the subject of the dizpute with
Carimjee Jatferjee and of the arbitration suggested. I made clear to him our object in suggesting
arbitration,and finished up by saving that having made the suggestion in the interesrs of the Maldivian
Government we did not care whether or not the sugzestion was adopted. 1f the cuse were to be tried
by the Cadi. and Curimjee Jafferjee admitted the jurisdiction and accepted the decision of the court,
well and wood. there is nothing more to be said. But if Carimjee Jufferjee objects nnd appeals to the
British Government, undoubtedly the procedure would not be regarded as satisfactory and might
lead to interference. The inipressinn created in my mind by what passed ac this interview is that
ihe Sultan, having considered with hisadvisers what I had said on the subject on the previous day is
prepared to submis his elaims and those of Cavimjee Jafferjee to arbitration, or it may be that his
advisers are prepared for arbitration while he is for the moment unwilling to admit a change of
policy. But they would like the investigation to be at Malé.

I next went with Mohammed Didi to the Kacheheri, where I was shown purtienlars, kept in
Maldivian, of transactions with Carimjes Jafferjee. romthis I gathered that in 1393 the indebtedness
of the Muldivian Government to Carimjee Jafferjee was Rs, 112,815 : Ibrabim Didi had told us about
Rs. 110.000. Payments contra were shown to the extent of Rs. 30,000+ Rs. 15,492=Rs, 45,492 : und
it was alleged that Carimjee Jafferjee had failed to furnish an account of wrecked goods entrusted
to him for disposal. of the estimated value of two lakhs, though the account had been called for both
orally and in writing. Carimjee Jafferjee was also said to owe treight on rice shipped by him on a
vessel, the property of the Maldivian Government, on various occasions during the past six years from
Calcutta, and the rent of a house or store at Malé oceupied by him. It is not known whether in his
account with the Maldivian Government he claims expenses onaccount of the envoys to Ueylon, who
up to lasi year were entertained by him: if he does, other sums will have to be added on the
Maldivian side:

There was an evident unwillingness to show me more of their accounts, or to let me see anv
accouni of expenditure by the envors in Ceylon. With respect ro moneys paid by Ibrahim Didi they
alleged they had not received his accounts. ) ’ Y

The accounts are not, it would seem, halanced annually or periodically. and no account is made
up of the volume of \impor:s and exports. It was said this might be done without diffenlty, but 1
think it very unlikely that any such action will be taken by any purely Muldivian administration.

It was stated that the revenue of a year would he between two and three lakhs of rupees, made
up ot C.ustoms import duties. export duties, and direct taxes, particulars of which are given in
Appendix V. The people were described as well to do and as having increased in prosperiiy during
the past ten years. : ’

I accompanied Mohammed Didi and Ahmed Didi to the stores where rvice and other goods
taken in kind in payment of customs duty are stored. It would undoubtedly be a convenience and a
gain both to the Maldivian Government and to importers if a reasonable tariff were to be drawn up.
_I_‘he Gove;'n!:nent wguld receive a large propprtion of its revenue in cash, and would be able to pay
of o bags of rice, and 5o with others it teeraants wois ooioms Officer gots o monthly purment
goods imported by them. ould not lose the profit on one-twelfth of the

From the Government Store we procee i
el pilieaemd BrisTebhe. proceeded to the bazaar \vher:e the 1mport§r5 and others have
'almoetTh?' baiz_e.gr lelas hali Lhe‘apl‘:earance of being the seai of a flourishing. trade, business being
g st entirely in the hands of strangers ; most ol these strangers are Gujaratis, but among them are
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some 40 Moormen from Galle. By far the largest amounc of trade seemed to by in the hunds of °
Carimjee Jnfferjee. As the traders of Malé are strangers and the regulations of Maldivian Govern. .
ment require all imports and exports to pass through Malé it follows that the whole of the ‘trac_ie,
practically, is monopolized by these strangers. Some of the stores of these traders ure substantial
buildings’ of considerable extent, bui muny of them are of a flimsy charucter: in almost every
instance the stores, including those of the Governmeut, have roofs ot corrugated galvanized iron,und,
as these stores are the buildings wmost in evidence from the-unghorage, the Hrsc view of Malé is no
unlike that of a mining town, the buildings in which had been just run up. )

Adjoining the bazaar on the west or inner gide of the |§I:1ml is the hm'b'om- where hoats and
lighters discharge. 7This harbour, which is about 150 yards wide. atfords mooring space and perfect
security for a lurge number of boats diawing from 2 to 4 feet. Schoonersand buggalows drawing
more than this ure anchored outside the hurbour under the lee of other islunds of the Atoll, their
cargoes transferred to lighters and in them carried to and discharged in the harbour. The schemo
for the improvement of the harbour contemplates the dredging of oue portion of the harbour to a
depth of § feet and of another to a depth of 12 feet,'as ulready meutioned. 'The material taken out
from the harbour will be used to form an enbankment on the shore, and on this it is proposed to

tiques.

i bf;l:va%r from the bazaar, Malé is clean and is-$ingularly free from smells. The roads ave wide
and level and, in dry weather at all events, are firm and good owing to the excellence of the natural
formation. No attempt at road construction has been made. The houses are for the most part
enclosed in compounds surrounded by c¢adjan fences after the fashion to be sesnat Jaffna. Several
houses built of stone, some of them with tiled roofs, are now in existence. Warer of good guality for
drinking purposes is obtuined from wells sunk in ditferent places, but the water used f_or bathing
purposes is very toul. ‘The bathing places themselves are large and well constructed of cut stone.
An objectionable feature is the presence of several burial places scattered through the town, the
surface of these burinl grounds being for the most part higher than the adjoining rouds and land, the
result of the numerous burials that have taken place for mauy vears past.

No definite information was fovthcoming as to the population. It was swted, however, that
the population of Malé is abous 5,000. My, Bell puts it as in L8379 from 2.000 to 3,000, and that in
the whole archipelago some 30,000 persons between the ages of 15 aud 80 are vagistered for
taxation purposes, that is 15,000 couples, To each these 15,000 couples may be ussigned a family of
two to three children,uccording to my informants. If however, guided by cthe experience of the Cerlon
Census of 1391, we assume 2 persons of under 15 and over 60 for each family, we get an aggregate
population of 60,000.

I do not think I need dwell further on the subject of the general condition and teatures of
these Islands, They have been exhaustively treated by Mr. Bell in the paper compiled by him and
published us Sessional Paper No. 43 of 18381, Whai was true of the Maldives then and of their
inhabitants is true of them now, indeed it is quite remarkable how closely in many respects the
description given by Pyrard Deluaval, as the vesult of his enforced sojourn of five years from 1602
to 1607, fits the present time,

‘The staple products are coconnuts, fish, tortoise-shell. and ambergris ; coir of excellent quality
is manufactured for purposes of export: the well-known Maldive mats are made in Suvadivu, the
mosi southerly of the Atolls; and cotton cloths are woven and dyed chiefly, though not entirely, in
Malosmudu Atoll, Minor articles of manufacture are lacquer work and waiss knives, in the making
of which the Maldiviaus display both tuste and skill.

In the matier of production and trade considerable development appears to have tuken place
since Mr. Bell reported. The trade is almost wholly wich British [ndin and Ceylon. With vespect to
the trade with Coylon, warked progress has been mads in the pase 20 yvears., For 1881 Mr, Bell quates
rhe value ot imports into Ceylon from the Muldives as £37.150, eyual at 2. wo the rupee to Rs. 371,500,
The Customs Returns for 1399 show a total value of imports into Ceylon of Rs. 1,943,323, an increase
of over 400 per cent. The value of exporis to the Maldives from Ceylon is quoted by Mr. Bell us
being in 1831, £35,293. equal at 25, to the rupee to Rs, 352,930, The Customs Returns for last year
show the exports, including reshipments, as valued at Rs.$30,971. "T'he balance of trade is much in
tavour, it will be seen, of the Maldives. And most of what goes from Ceylon to the Maldives is the
produce of couniries other than Ceylon, e.g., rice, kerosine oil, &e. ’

The following table shows the value of the chief articles imported into Ceylon from the
Maldives in 1899 :—

Value.

Fish Rs. 1,362,427
Coir . v 14,308
Tortoise shell 24,943
Fish manure .., v aos 2,184
Cocoanuts and eoir from the Maldives go mosily to India.
The principal articles sent from Ceylon to the Maldives in 1899 were :—
Yalue,
Curry storts | o Rs BUTR
Fruits 2413
Rice 636,024
Other yruin .., v 1204
Provisions - . 5,274
Ghee 2,446
ZErated waters 1‘107
Sugar 50,824
Cotton manufactures - "9'257
Arecanuts A e . 11""‘.“5
Tobacco - 2un
Larthernware - e
are,.. 2,975

Karosene oil ..,

Cocoanuc nil ... 13.:.:32
The more important of these wrticles with the excepii f arecannts are reshi i
Benlanentlin tagh el of | articles xeeption of arecanuts are veshipwents from
y ] : pments last year to the Maldives fromn Cevlo ‘ T38.32
while the direct shipments were valued at hut Rs, 02,646. RO AIoRute S0 R 183520
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The trade with British India is nowadays limited ulmost exclusively to the Port of
Ualcuttt{w The latest igures available are for the t.\t{elve months endecl.Iw.Ia.r‘ch 31,‘ 1.399, and show
imports frow the Maldives to the value of Rs. 59,850, and exports Rs. 136,380, This is a marked
falling off as compared with 185L. the last year for which fiyures are given by Mr, Bell, when the
jmports were shown as Rs. 242,760 aud exports Rs. 389,970, and goes to show that trade with the
Muldives, such as it is, is being diverted from India to Ceylon, where most of the traders connected
with the Maldives have now established themselves. i . . .

The Maldivians are possessed of a lurge number of very fine Louts and some small sailing
vessels. lost, however, of the trade with Indis and Ceylon i3 b}f means of Br'msh registered vessels :
out of a total of 92 vessels of 11,295 tons entered trom tl‘xe ;\Iulchves.ab ports in Ce}"I'_og‘l in 1899, only
22 with a tonnage of 1,420 tons were Maldivian, .-u:\od of 80 vessels thp W tonnage ot 7,345 tons cleared
in the same period only 20 with a tonnuge of 1,217 to?s were Maldivian,

W. . TAYLOR.

o]

APPENDIX L.

Carimjee Jufferjee is the head of a tirm of Bombay merchants having its headquarters at Colombo,
and branches at Malé and elsewhere. . . .

The firm in question began its business connection with the Maldives upwards of 50 years ago.
It has now a large establishment at 3ulé and for many years past has dealt with a very large share of
the trade, both import and export, of the Maldives, its transactions being much larger than those of

other firm. : i

" Oceupying this comwmanding position in connection with the trade of the :trchlpelugq,l the firm
hus naturally been brought into close relations with the Maldivian Government. From 1893 up to
last year Curimjee Jufferjee was the recognized Agent in Cerlon of the Maldivian Government. He
entertained the otficers of the Muldivian Government who came on the annual embassy to the
Governor of Cerlon, and at other times extended hospitlity to any Maldivian notuble who came to
Colombo. His tirin acted for che Maldivian Government in their various transactions, most of them
being of a comumercial character; the Hrm also c;u-rifad chrough all business connected with t}ne
Maldivian ships which came to ports of Ceylon. The firm appears to have made purchases and dis-
posed of cargoes in India for the Sultan of the Maldives and his Government. .

During this period it is alleged by Carimjee Jafferjee that his irm made advances to or on behalt
of the Sultan and his Government, the balance due to the Hrm being :1lleged_r.o be upwards of two lakhy
of rupees. In return apparenty for this accommodation vario.us concessions, mostly of a Customs
nature, were made by the Sultan to tiie irm, concessions which gave the firn o great advantage
over their rivals in the trade of the Island. The withdrawal of these concessions last vear, at the
instance it would seem of a rival firm, has led to the claims and cmmre.r-clni_ms pow heing pressed.

The rival firm in question trades under the name of Jeevunjee koor'bhm and. Co. "'his
firm.has had business relations with the Maldives [or some ten years past and is a formidable com-
petitor for the leading position in the trade and for the favour of the Maldivian Government,

APPENDIX II.

Before leaving, however, we deem it our duty to communicate to Y_om: Excellency the
unpleasant duty whieh is being thrust on our Government by Messrs. Curimjee Jafferjee and
Mohamedbhai Allibhai. RBural merchants, vesiding at Colombe and wading in partnership at the
Maldives, ‘T'he gentlemen owe our Government large sums of mouey,fm'pn}'n.nenc of which we have
requested them several times, and failing compliunce have served on them notices both here and at
Malé. But they have disregarded them all, and in despair our Government, much against their will,
see no other way open hut to proceed against them according to the Inws and customs of our country,
the enforcement of which has been unduly delayed solely out of consideration for the great respect
we have for the British Government whose subjects these people ure. But baving exhausted all
gentle means, Your Excellency will hold us blameless, and we trouble Your Excellency with this
intimation in order to prevent owr constitutionnl act giving Mr. Carimjee Jafferjee a handle to mis-
represent us again to the Cerlon Government as hostile and unjust to British subjects,

We also avail ourselves of this opportunity to bring to Your Excellency’s notice our Sultan’s
feurs of the possibility of harm to Maldivian interests by the employment of Mr. Abdul Carim,
Mudalivar, as Your Excellency’s Interpreter in Maldivian matters. This genileman has ere this given
our Government wuch cause for heart-burning by open hostility and disrespect for the Sultan and
his Ministers arising naturally from his friendship for Mr. Carimjee Jutferjee and Ibrahim Didi, our
ex-Prime Minister, to subserve both whosa interests Mr. Abdul Carim is suspected by us of resorting
to wilfal misinterpretation caleulated to bring us into disfavour with Your Excellency. We beg,
therefore, in the Sultan's name, that in future Tour Excellency may be pleased o discontinue sending
Mr. Abdul Carim, Mudaliyar, to the Maldives in the capacity of Interpreter, as thereby much mischief
will be prevented, Last year some of our colleagues, who arrived here during Your Excellency’s
iabsence from the Colony, had telegraphic correspondence on this same subject with His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor, copy of which we beg.to annex for Your Excellency's perusal,

APPENDIX III.

Ibrahim Didi holds the position of Dorhimene Kaligefan aund was until last year the most
powerful of the Sultan’s ministers und was generally recognized as the Chief or Prime Minister.

His father was one Alj Didi, who held the same office under Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din
ugh?tfather and immediate predecessor of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din and grandfather of the present
»ultan,

While Mnhammad Imad-ud-din was still Sultan, Ali Didi eame with his family to Ceylon and

settled at Galle, the cause of his removal from the Maldives being said, to be dissatisfaction ut the
manner in which Maldivian affairs were being conducted.
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Ibrabim Didi-was while he resided at Galle the Turkish Consul at that port, and s such wag
known to the Ceylon Government, .

On the death of Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din and the accession of his second son Ibrahim
Nur-ud-din to power, Ibrabim Didi returned (about 1879) to Malé, married a sister of Sultan Ibrahim
Nur-ud-din and became one ofthe Snltan’s Ministers with the rank or office of Dorhimene Kaligefan,
formerly held by his father.

About 1337 an attempt was made by the then Maldivian Administration to grant A monopoly

of trade to Carimjee Jafferjee. This was dropped on its appearing that the adoption of sach a course
would not meet with the approval of the Ceylon Government.

About this time Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din abdieated, and was succeeded by his nephew
Muhammad Muin-ud-din.

Withina few months there wasa rupture between Snltan Mubhammad Muin-ud-din and Ibrahim
Didi, and the latter resigned office. Then followed a series of incendiarisms with which it was
suspected, wrongly or rightly, that Ibrahim Didi was doncerned. The Sultan took stringent measures
to suppress the disorder. which ended in the exile of Ibrahim Didi and others.

The then Governor of Ceylon, Sir A. Gordon, interceded for Ibrahim Didi and expressed an
opinion that Ibrahim Didi, in view of his previous’service, deserved to be leniently dealt with. On
this Ibrahim Didi was allowed to return to Malé and his friends to others ot the Maldive Islands.

Soon after a farther change took place: Sultan Muhammad Muin-ud-din abdicated, Ibrahim
Nur-ud-din resumed power as Sultan, und Ibrahim Didi became his Chief or Prime Minister. This was
about 1889,

About the end of 1392 Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din died and was succeeded by a younger son on
thenomination,it was said,of the deceased Sultan. Whilerecognition of this younger son was pending
a disturbance took place which ended in an elder son being made Sultan with the present Sultan as
Regent.
¢ This was a-condition of affairs inimical to the interests of Ibrahim Didi, the new Sultan being
a nephew of Ibrahim Didi's personal rival, Mohammed Didi, then in exile. After a short interval a

further change occurred : the boy Sultan was deposed and was suceceeded by the Regent, his cousin, as.

Sultan.  Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din has since ruled with, up to last year, Ibrahim Didi as his
chief adviser.

APPENDIX IV,
Extract from Letler of 19-Safir, 1817,

WE beg to inform Your Excellency that Your Excellency's letter dated June 18, was delivered
to us by the Captain of H. L S.'*Marathon,” and that we have read and noted its contents. From
that letter it appears that Your Excellency wishes that Haji Ibrahim Didi should continue in the
office of Prime Minister and that Your Excellency is of opinion that he should not be displaced from
that otfice without our first being satistied as to the reason for such displacement. We would say
that in this opinion of Your Excellency we concur. Ibrahim Didi, however, would not work hat-
moniously with ourselves, or with any one of the other chiefs of our State, unless he is allowed to
have his own way in respect of the administration of all departments of our Government. Further
we thought of removing him from office only after he had repeitedly told us that he could not
perform the duties thereof. He had also said openly and plainly in our Council rhat in regard to
the administration of the affairs of the State he was outside the pale, and that as regards the
management of funds and other business he could not do things in the manner they were being done
by those now employed. Further he wished that all foreign merchants should be placed under the
control of Carimjee Jafferjee, that these foreign merchants shounld either pay duty or leave the
couniry, and that Carimjee Jufferjee should have a monopoly of the trade. As these proposals did
not commend themselves to any of the other ministers. we did not accede to his wishes, He there.
fore estranged himself from us and begged that he might he excused from holding office. Then
iiter some time our faithful Minister Mohammed Didi came over and we made him our Prime
Minister. :

APPENDIX V,

Import Duties.
Exemptions.—Dhall, mun, Hour, Muscat, cement, onions, potatoes, mineral waters, biscuity.
syrap, books printed in the Arabic language, live stocl, gold, silver. )
All other goods pay un import duty of one-twelfth, taken in kind, or, when payment in kind is
not possible, an equivalert in money.
Bzport Duties,

Rs e,
Maldive fish (the ¢ws.) - 10
Cocoanuts (the 1,000) 1 0
Cowries (the maund) s wi 025
Coir, fine, called ahinne (the maund) - 0 374
Coir, coarse, called Rasi (the maund) i 0325
Rihakaru (the cwt.) - 70"
Tortoise shell (the 1b.) 0 50
Copra (the 3 maunds) 10
Salt fish (the cwt.) . o 10

Direct Tazes.
Tuxes are collected in kind from the inhabitants between the ages of 15.and 60 as foilows :—

From every two persons, i.e., from each couple annually, 2§ ies, 25 Maldive fish, »
s y Gty ple, ¥, 28 1b. cowngs‘, 25 Maldive fish, 25
‘Erom some: Atolls smaller quantities are taken, and from some no cocoannts.
The equivalent in money of cocoanuts and cadjans is accepted.

FI.
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The collection of this revenue is sutrusted to ministers and relatives of the sultan who usually
collect by deputy, remaining themselves in Malé, They muy, however, be required by the Sultan to
reside in the Atolls entrusted to them and mulke the collections in person. ‘The vemunervation for a
good Atoll is 200 kottes of cowries ; a kotte=28 Ib, This is equivalent to abous 300 rupees. (Cow-
ries are exported to Calcutta.)

Port Dues.

Certain dues or charges have to be paid by all foreign, that is non-Maldivian ships. As to the
nature of these dues some uncertainty appears to exist.

A certain well-known trader who was asked for details-of these charges said he wus unable to
give them, but that they amounted to Rs. 300 to Rs. 400 for each vessel.

The Interpreter, Mr. Buksh, who undertook to ascertain what they ave, supplies the following
information :—

Ra. e,
Anchorage inside the Harbour siv 40 0
Anchorage outside the Harbour : 65 1)

Of this latter amount a-sum of Rs. 25 goes to a Custpms official.

In addition the following charges have to be met :—
To 84 houses, presents of the value of Rs. 5 each.
"I'o the Port Officer Rs, 5 and 4 bags of rice.
To the Dorhimena Manikfan § bags of rice.
To,the Mullahs 4 bags of rice.
To the Treasurer and the Collector of Customs 4 bags of rice,
To the Port Surgeon Rs, 3.

No. 50.

Governor the Right Hon, Sir, J. West Ridgeway, G.C.ALG., K.C.B,, K.C.8.1,, to the Right Hon.
J. Chamberlain, M.P.

Micellaneous,—No. 314, Queen's House, Colombo,
Ceylon, August 29, 1900,
SIR,—WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of Maldive Islands
1 bave the honour to sabmit to you copy of a lucid and interesting report® by the Acting Colonial
Secrstary who recently visited the Maldives on board H.M.S, * Pigeon which proceeded to Malé
on the customary annual visit.
I have, &c.,

WEST RIDGEWATY,

No. 51.
The Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, M.P., to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.)\
K.C.B., K.C.8.1. S i
Ceylon.—No. 332,
Downing street, September 21, 1900,
SIR,—1 BAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 314 of Aueust 29
torwarding a copy of My, Taylor's interesting report on his recent visit to the Maldives, i :
I have, &e.,
J. CHAMBERLAIN,

No. 52.

His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands to Governor the Right
Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.CLG. K.0.By KO8T o0 Ho%

AFTER baving made all arrangements and necessary preparations for our visit to ;
even decided as to who shounld accompany us in our voygge? we sammoned t}::emi:htioel?sre:g:f ltltlxi
!eading men to our presence in order to receive their assurance of loyaltv and allegiance and to
impress on them the necessity of being faithful to God, to His Prophet, and to those in authorite
and to explain to thewm what the Lord of both worlds had said in regard to obedience to kings. -
Having drawn up an agreement to that effect we asked those assembled to sien it Then all t%le
people, with the exception of Haji Ibrahim Didi. his sons, and his two brothersb set their signatur
to the documer_u in obedience to our order. We have in consequence of this refusal asuf.’ferecl;
upgndurablq grief, Woe fear that their refusal to sigu the paper is due to their intention to creaneea
dxs_m:bance in our absence, and we therefore think that for the safetv of this Government they st
not ])'e allowed to remain here. Were it not that we are averse to takine serious noiice of Ib'r:lllxl'lb
Didi's offences, and that we desire to be at peace with him, and were it not that we do not waututn
act contrary to the teaching of our Prophet * Be gracious to those on earth, then those in Heav .
sl.mll be gracious unto you,” we should have ordered that he go back to live at Galle, where he agni
his father had resided for mnany years. No'one is igznorant of the fact that the rites and custo {t'
the faith of Islam cannot prevail if kings are not faithful to God and to His Prophet. Nor ca T}f ’
two (rites and customs) be maintained if the subjects are not faithful to their k" T s T
dll‘ects‘ivI_l the right path those who seek him, tRgp. ks Lk

e beg further to inform Your Excellency that in our heart w i i i
towar_ds H_aJl Ibrahim Didi. .Ili-feeling has arisen only of late. Thiseisboﬁgwmi)t I;ii:’ilrl:}lﬁazlemﬁ]t}r
Ibrahim Didi songht our Jpermission, about the time we were raised to the throne, to abﬂix the Iall
zh.s late Sultan Nu_r-_ud-clm to a blank sheet of paper. At that time we were wealk (pow le e
willing even in trifling matters to be led by him, We therefore allowed the :;ea:l ?o ber. ?;18)' gud
desired. Some days after this, when we questioned him for what purpose he had had bheesei.l a..‘[?ii;;

* Bee No. 49,
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to a blank sheet of paper, he replied that something which would be good for ug and useful to us in
the future had been written on it. We remained satisfied for the time being. Later on. when we
wanted to know what was written on that paper, he answered that the writing had not then been
completed. Then, again, for a third timewe repeated out guestion, when he gave us the same answer
as he did on the second occasion. For some time since then we did not ask himn about the maiter,
Now, when we were getting ready to go to Mecca, we questioned him as to what he had done with
that sheut of paper and whut he had written on it ; he declared that he knew nothing abouiit, and
even denied that he ever had any talk with us on the subject. We are quite heartbroken on this
account. This denial, added to his refusal to sign the agreement above referred to, hus upset our
mind, We would not trouble your Excellency by expatiating on the misdeeds and treacheries of
Ibrahim Didi, by which he has done harm to this Government, the Sultans, and the chiefs. To
say in brief, from the death of our grandfather, Sultan Imad-ud-din, Haji Ibrahim Didi has been
turning the mill of oppression in which this Government has been almost completely ground.
* When will the Lord come to the rescue ? His help is near at hand " is his sacred word.

We feel it our duty to inform Your Excellency of this. Ahamed Hakra Manikfan our loyal
Minister brings this letter to Your Excellency. We pray that Your Excellency will graciously afford
him protection and render him what help he may need, forgiving all his faults.

Dated the 11th day of Rajab, which corresponds to the 5th of November, 1900,

No. 53,
Governor the Right Hon, Sir J, West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., K.C.8.1,, to His Highness
Muhammad Imad-ud-din, Saltun of the Maldives.
Queen's House.
Colombo, December 11, 1900.

I A in receipt of Your Highness’s letter of the 11th Rujab, informing me of the refusal of
Haji Tbrahim Didi and his relatives to sign an undertaking which Your Highness desired from
them as from other people, in view of Your Highness’s contemplated journey to Mecea.

I am pleased to learn from this lester that Your Highness is prepared to allow Haji Ibrakim
Didi to leave Your Highness's dominions to come to Ceylon.

From representations that have reached me I understand that Haji Ibrahim Didi is not aware
of this, and is under the mistaken impression thut his departure will not be permitted,

I request that Your Highness will remove trom Haji Ibrabhim Didi's mind this false
impression and allow him to leave Malé for Ceylon in company with the bearer of this letter, there
to take up his residence at least for the period of Your Highness's absence from vour dominions.

I trust that Your Highness is in the enjoyment of good health, and muy be spared to enjoy
many years of prosperity and to rule over a loyal and coniented people, and I take this opportunity
of renewing to Your Highness the asswiunces of my continued high consideration, i

WEST RIDGEWAY,
Governor,

No. 54,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to Haji Ihrahim Didi Effendi.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Colombo, December 14, 1900,

SIR,—I A3 directed to inform you that your son Abdul Hamid Didi has represented to this
Government that you are ill-treated by the orders or with the knowledge of His Highness the Sultan
of the Maldives; that you are not allowed to go on board ships visiting the Port of Malé ; that you
are not allowed to leave your honse ; that certain of the atolls entrusted to vour administration have
been taken from you, and that vou are generally treated in a wanner unsuited to vour position and
former services. He has stated that you desire to leave Malé to proceed to Galle, hut thag the Sultan
prevents you from doing 8o, and that itis contemplated by His Highness to banish von from Malé to
some other part of his dominions, where your personal safety will perhaps be endahgered. ) '

2. In view of these representations His Excellency the Governor has addressed the Sultun on
the matter. His Excellency has, however, been informed by the Snltan that vou refused to sign an
nndertaking which was desired from you as from other people in the Maldives in view of the
Sultnn'slcgntemplated journey to Mecea; that the Sultan has no desire to prevent you from leavine
his dominions, and states that you are quite free to leave them in order to take up your residence in
this cogntri'l. . ) '

. Although it is understood that your freedom has not been interfered wii is Highnes
the Snlmn_is b.eing written to by the Governor with a request that you be allo“?ed ::‘:tlcl:)r}g;stoﬁé)::i}l)gzs
:lxesléraon desire, in company with Mr, Edward Weinman of this office, by whom voun will be h:xndeﬁ this

. h : g
I am, &e.,

~ W. T. TAYLOR,
tor Colonial Secretary.,

No. 55.
Mr. E. Weinmin to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Colombo, December 31, 1900,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to submit for i rmati
. thé s T it for the information of Government a report of my recent

In‘obedience to your orders I left Colombo by the ss, I1 i ight
. ) h . Ileafeae on the ! Tth i
taking with me the letter addressed by His Excellency the Governor to His gi%%tnifs:]ﬁ;étlh tl:;t::;gl'
: H
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also the leiter which you addressed to Haji Ibrahim Didi. The Sultan's Ambussador was also a
passenger in this steamer, which was specially chartered to bring the Sultan to Colombo «n route to
Mecca.

After an uneventful voyage of very nearly three days we arrived at Malé on the morning of
rhe 20th instant, The Sultan’s Ambassador disembarked immediately, and I requested him to be good
enqugh to inform His Highness that I had a letter from His Excellency the Governor, which I wag
to deliver personally to him and that I desired to know when it was most convenient for His
Highness to receive me. A couple of hours later I received a Jetter from the Sultan’s Ambassador
saying the Sultan would be pleased to see me ai 1 o'clock., Accordingly, at the hour appointed I
went to the Sultan’s palace, and was introduced to His Highness, with whom were some of his
Ministers, by the Ambassador. The Sultun shook hauds with wme and beckoned me o sit down, I
then handed to him His Excellency’s letter. His Highness did not open the leiter, hut gave it ta
one of his Minisiers closs by. The Sultan then inquired of me, through an interpreter, whether
the Governor was in gond health., I replied that Ibelieved His Excellency was in good health when
I left Colombo, and I thanked His Highness for the kind inquiry., His Highness said he was very
pleased to see me and asked me a few questions nbout the voyage and I answered them. His
Highness then iold me he would read His Excellency’s letter and communicate with me the next
day. I thereupon took leave from His Highness and proceeded to the residence of Huji Ibrahim
Didi, to whom I handed your letter. He read it and began the conversation by saying that it was
very kind of the Government to send me all this way to accompany him to Ceylon, but that he fears
he would not be able to return with me, as he has had not sufficient notice to settle all his matters
before leaving Malé. What he actually wants, he said, is a general permission to leave Malé whenever
be chose. But [ promptly pointed out to him that that was not whai his son had represented to
Government, *“Your son,” I said, “ had made the Government understand that you are anxions to
veturn to Galle, Lut rhat the Sultan would not let you doso. Ts thutso?” He gave mean evasivereply
to the effect thut the Sultan was interfering with his freedom. I told him that the Sultan himself
desires him to leave Malé, and I asked him what reason he had to think that His Highness would
not permit him to gn. He replied, * Becanse His Highness has issued an order that I should not be
allowed to visit ships in the harbour of Male.” I ventured to say that even if that was so I did not
think it means thae His Highness forbade him leaving Malé for Ceslon. * Yes,” he replied,  but
how am I to arrange for leaving this pluce when I am forbidden communication with masters of
vessels coming here ?” I asked him then if he had ever intimated to the Sultan his desire to return
to Ceylon, He said * No.” I said then, “ What your son has represented to Government, that vou
wani to retarn to Caylon, but that the Sultan would not let you do so, isstriotly speaking, not correct.”
He gave me no reply to this, but went on complaining of the treatment he is receiving at the hands
of the Sultan and his Ministers and eriticizing the mode of levying customs duties at Malé, T cut
him short by saying that there was no use his telling me thess things now, My mission to Malé
was chiefly with the object of accompanying him to Ceylon, I said, and that if he would now consent
to come I would arrange for his departure. “I wish to come,” he said, “ but the Suitan has already
caused the people in the place to be informed that you have come on his orders to take meaway, and
that I min to be hundouffed and taken as o prisoner to the steamer.” I said there was going to be
nothing of the kind, and I assured him that I would personally see him leave Malé in a dignified
way. I told him that if he did not come this time, it would be very unlikely that the Government
would again send somebody to accompany him to Cerlon, and that it would be well for Lim toavail
himself of the present opportunity. After a pause, he said, *“I will let you know to-morrow
whether I will go with you." I then left his house and returned to the steamer,

The next morning (Friday) the Sultan's Ambassador came on board to see me and told me that
tiie Prime Minister wished to speak to me, I accordingly went ashore, but could not meet the Prime
Minister, who had been summoned to the palace by the Sultan, I therefore returned to the steamer
and early the next morning wentashoreagain., I met the Prime Minister at hisresidence, and he told
we that the Sultan Jdesired him to inform me thut he had not the slightest objection to Ibrahim
Didi's leaving Malé in my company, but that, on the contrary, he would be glad to see him go, and that
e has caused Ibrahim Didi to be so informed. I thanked him and madestraight for [brahim Didi’s
house. Itold Ibrahim Didi what the Prime Minister had told me, and urged upon him the desirability
ot returning to Ceylon with me. He consented at last, and expressed a desire to take his son and a
servant along with him. Isaw that now was my chance, and I determined not to let it slip off, so 1
told him that I would arrange with the Maldivian Government, who had chartered the whole vessel for
the passage of his son and servans also. He appeared satisfied, and I asked him to come on board the
nexs morning (Sunday)at 9 o'clock, as the steamer was expected to leave alittle later on. He promised,
and I left him and returned to the residence of the Prime Minisier to arrange for :he passages of
Ibrahim Didi. his son, and servaut, The Prime Minister agreed to take them all, This settled, I
vetarned to the steamer. ‘lrue to his word, Ibrahim Didi with hisson and his servant came on board
the next morning, and I felt thav theobject of my mnission was now well-nigh accomplished, A little
luter the Sultan with the Sultanaand his suite also came amidss the firing of guns from the port and
the buggalows in the harbour. We steamed off at about 2 o'clock on Sundar afiernoon, not for
Colombo, but for some islunds which His Highness desired to visit, nearly 200 miles from Malé,
‘The course was full of reefs,and we once very nearly siranded, A night approached we anchored
at sea, as it was considered very dangerous to steam in the dark, Monday morning we began our
voyage again., The sea was very choppy, and in a very shore while the Sultan was ksrs de combat, so
was rhe Suitana, who begged to return 6 Malé.- Indeed, they were very sick the whole day.

On Tuesday we reached Heawandupollo Atoll. An atoll is a group of islands, and this atol]
has more than a dozen islands, all more or less wall planted with cocoanut, Here we were besieged
by a regnlar fleet of one-mastell sailing vessels. The Sultan landed at one of these islands, and after
performing some veligious rites there, returned to the steamer. The heat here was simply oppressive
and the sea full of sharks. On Wednesday morning the 26th instant, we steamed off for Colomba.
We experienced strong adyerse winds and heavy seas, and consequently we came on at a very slow
rate, arriving at Colombo early on Sunday morning, the 30th instunt. .

. Before_dise;nbarking the Sultan desired me to induce Ibrahim Didi to go ashors with me, us
he did not wish him to remain in the steamer at the time of his landing. - I accordingly told Ibrahim
Didi chat it was His Highness’s wish that he should go ashore with me, and that it would be well for
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him to comply with His Highness's wish. He consented, and we left the ship together. T must
also mention that as I was about leaving, the Sultan requested me to present hxa_complaments. to His
Excellency the Governor and to convey to His Excellency his pleasure at being able to visit the
beautiful country which His Excellency governs. [ told His Highness that it will give me much
pleasure to convey this message. . ) )

Now, before I close this report, I should wish to say that it was a pleasant surprise to me to
have seen Ibrahim Didi and his son fraternize on boardship with the Sultan and his suite. They
chatted and laughed as if there never were any differences between them. One can hardly under-
stand these people, and when I expressed to Ibrahim Didi iy delight to see them all o agreeable, he
said to me, “Oh yes, that is the way. e meet and speak to one another in a very friendlyr way, but
behind me thoy do all in their power to humilinte me and lower my status.” It is well known that
Ibrahim Didi was till very lately Prime Minister, and only lost his office about two years ago. But
from all I have seen, he yet commands a deal of influence among the people. When he emharked on
board a large number of people came to the ship, howel down to him, and held his feet.

In conclusion, I will shiow how the Sultan, his Ministers, and Ibrahim Didi are related to one
another. i . )

The Sultan first married a daughter of the late Sultan. Then he married o sister of Ibrahim
Didi, and thereby became his brother-in-law. This woman was divorced, and His Highness has now
taken the present Ambassador's sister for a wife.” His Highness is therefore brother-in-law to the
Ambassador too. In all, the Sultan appears to have married thrice, but Ibrahim Didi eclipses him.
He appears to have had more than four wives. He first married asister of one of the present Ministers
named Hassen Didi, who in turn mnarried one of his sisters. Both are therefore brothers-in-law.
Then Ibrahim Didi married again a sister of the present Ambassador, another sister of whom, 28 1
have just stated above, married the present Sultan. Here, again, Ibrahim Didi and the Sultan have
become Lrothers-in-law. Subsequently Ibrahim Didi married an aunt of the Sultan, and I nnderstand
he is now living with thia lady. He appears also to have married a Circassian womun, whom he has
now put away, and, poor thing, she came on board at Malé to return to Ceylon,and wasaccommodated
in one of the second class ecabins, which in this steamer are nothing better than a dungeon.

Then,again, two daughters of Ibhrahim Didi are married to sons of one of the present Ministers
named Hassen Didi, who has accompanied the Sultan on his present trip.

It will be seen from the above that these people are very closely connected with each other,and
it is therefore difficult to believe that Ibrahim Didi's life was ever endangered, though I have no
doubt that he was being dealt with rather firmly, and for his own sake I think he has done well in
returning, and will do better if he does not go back again,ns T undevstand from the Sultan's Ministers
that His Highness does not want him there.

I have now srated as tully as possible all my doings while at Malé, and if there is anything
which the Government considers I should not have done or said, I beg that I may be pardoned, as I
was only actuated with one desire, and that. the efficient performance of the duty imposed on me.

Iam, &ec.,
EDWARD WEINMAN.

No. 58,
Mnbammad Sams-ud-din to the Hon, the Colonial Secretary.
Translation.

THE undersigned memorialist, with great deference. brings to the knowledge and considera-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon :—The gentleman called Mubammad Imad-ud-din
is the person appointed by the inhabitants (of the Maldives) to be the head of the Council and to
administer the Government until the rightful heir to the Maldivian throne attained wajority. This
gentleman having aspired to the throne won over some people to his side, and by artful means had
his name declared as Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din, Subsequently, when the rightfnl heir o the
throne arrived at majority, he (Muhammad Imad-ud-din) made an attempt to get a velinguishmens
in writing of his (the heir's) inalienable right in such terms as would preclude his fuinre assertion of
it. Having done this he (Muhammad Imad-ud-lin) had himself proclrimed the Sultan of the
Maldives, with all pomp and ceremonies according to the Maldivian custom, thus securing for his
descendants the claim to the throne. This is a thing which according to the laws und customs of
the Maldives, as well a3 the tenets of the religion of the land. cannot be, anil is unjust: because his
father had no right to the throne. and his children can have none thersto according to the iaws and
customs of the Maldives,

2. The memorialist is the eldest son of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din Iskandar, who ruled vverthe
Maldives for many years uot swerving from the path of justice. According to the laws and customs
and the teneis of the relizion of the Maldives, on the death of the said Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din
Iskandar the sceptre should have descended to his eldest son it he was not mad, blind, or otherwise
disqualified by the tenets of the religion and the laws of the land,

3. Being aware of the fact that the Ceylon Government, which wields snzerainty over the
Maldivian Government, did not interfere in what Muhaminad Imad-ud-din was deing, many things
which ought not to have been done are now being done. The memorialist, however, woull not here
enter into details. He (Muhammad Imad-ud:din) sent some Ministers to the memorialist two months
ago to get his signature to a writing, The undersigned did not sign the writing in compliance with
the wish of the inhahitants whom he had informed of all these facts.

.+ Afterwards acting on the advice of some Ministers Muhammad Imad-ud-din bv threats
foreibly obtained the signatare of the paid servants of the Maldivian Government., That writing is to
the effect that Mnhammad Imad-ud-din is the Sultan of those swho sign it and that they swear by the
naxtng c;f .«Llliab. that they will not o anything against him. The intentions of the Ceylon Governiment
:gs‘)li‘ggﬂg;i‘vn to him, the rightful heir to the throne would not sign it to the prejudice of his

_ The memorialist most humbly begs that the Governor of Ceylon, who is the worthr $
tive -of His Most Gracious Majesty the King of England and Ejrrnpe’ror of _'India, will’ c;?.lps?ie?ﬁl
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inquiry to be made into the uforesaid tacts, and if it seems just in the eyes of His Excellency to have
iﬁﬁ:?h iful heir to the throne, Muhammad Sams-ud-din, son of Sultan Ibr‘\him. Nur-ud-din Iskandar,
who i3 now of age and is possessed of the requisite qualifications and skill, raised to the throne and
thus enable him to secure the right of succession also to his posterity,
May God bless His Excellency and the just British Government.
MUHAMMAD SAMS-UD-DIN,
Dated 7th of Chaval, A.H, 1318, ison of Ibrahim Nur-ud-din).

No. 57.
‘The Hon, the Colonial Secrstary to Muhimmad Samg-ud-din.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Colombo, March 28, 1901.

S1R.—IN reply to your letier dated the Tth day of Chaval A.H., 1318, submitting your claims to
the throne of the Maldives, I am directed by His Excellency the Governor and Commander-in-Chief
to inform you that your case was decided, and in His Excellency’s opinion rightfully decided, by his
predecessor after careful consideration, and cannot be- re-op.enad. T —

for Colonial Secretary.

No. 58.
(Governor the Right Hon Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., K.C.S.1.,
to the Right Hon. J. Chamberlain M.P.
Liscellan .—No, 122, ueen’s Cottage, Nuwara Eliya,
Miscellaneonus.—No, 1 Q Ge?rlon, it 20,1601,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to address you on che subject of the succession to the Sultanate of
the Maldives. ) . )

2. T enclosea letter auddressed to me by Muhammad Sams-ud-din, in which he claims, as eldest
son of the late Sultan of the Maldives, Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, to be the rightful heir to the throne, and
asks for a restitution of his rights.

3. In order clearly to show the connection of this claimant with the ruling Sultan, [ append
below a table showing the family of Muhammad Imad-ud-din, the immediate predecessor of Ibrahim
Nur-ud-din, the late Saltan :—

Mubammud [mad-ud-din.
1

| i
(Blind) Dorre Manipu Ibrahim Nur-ud-din )
(successor to Muhammad Imad-ud-din)
Ibrahim Imad-ud-din

(present Sultan)

|
.\Iuhammuld Sams-ud-din Muhammad Imad-ud-din

+. Sultan Mubamiad Imad-ud-din died about 1383, and, as his elder son Dorre Manipu was

ineapacitated owing to his blindness, he was succeeded us Sultan by his second son Ibrahim N ur—ud-dl.u.

© 5, Ibrahim Nur-ud-din died in 1393. By the influence of the Minister, Ibrabim Didi, it is said,
the second son (Muhammad Imad-ud-din) of Ibrahim Nur-ud-din succeeded, it being alleged that the
deceased Sulun had nominated him for the snceession.

6. When this was reported to the Ceylon Government, inquiry wus made of the Maldivian
Government as to whether this snccession was accerding to law und custom and in accordance with
the wishes of the people. .

7. The Maldivians interpreted this to imply disapproval by the Ceylon Government of what
had taken place, and thereupon the younger son (Muhawmad Imad-ud-din) was replaced by the elder
son lgl}l'ulaun:m:md Sams-ud-din) of the deceased Ibrahim Nur-ud-din. The present Sultan, Ibrahim
Imad-ud-din, was appointed Regent, Muhammad Sams-ud-din being at that time under age,

8, Abour six months later Muhammad Sams-ud-din vacated the throne. and the Regent,.who
is now known as Sultan Ibrahim Imad-ud-din, took his place.

9. Itisalleged that this arrangement was to be only temporary, and that, now that Muhaminad
Sams-ud-din has arrived ac full age. he should be recognized as Sultan,

10. Those who take up this position find a difficulty facing them in the fact shat the
present de sacto ruler is the eldest son of the eldest son of the late Sultan Muhammad Imad-nd-din ;
and that at the time of the death of Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, he, Ibrahim Imad-ud-din was the eldest
male in the direct line. Ther get over the ditficulty by contending that, as Ibrabim Imad-ud-din's
father (Dorre Manipu) was incapacitated from reigning by reason of his piysical defect,the incapacily
descended to his son ; thai Ibrahim Imad-ud-din,although he is the eldest surviving son of the eldest
sonm, ciunot succeed to the throne, because his father never ocenpied it,

11. However this may be, it is now too late, in my opinion, to consider the question. In
January, 1894, my predecessor, Sir Arthur Havelock, issned a Commission to Mr. Gerald Browne, his
Private Secretary, to proceed to the Maldivesas his representative, to there inquire into the circum-
stances connected with the accession of the present Sultan, Ibrahim Imad-ud-din, to ascertain if it was
in accordance with law and custom and in accordance with the wishes of the people. dr. Browne
was instructed, if satisfied on these points, to hand to the Sultan a letter of recognition from the
Governor, and to salute the Sultan’s flag in token of his recognition.

. 2, Mr. Browne’s report,® a copy of which wag forwarded to you by Sir Arthur Havelock with
his despatch No. 43 of February 14, 1894, shows that he did satisfy himself on these points, that
he subsequently delivered the Governor's letter to Sultan Ibrahim Imad-ud-din, recognizing him as
Sultan, and that at his (Mr. Browne's) instance the Sultan’s flag was saluted by H, M. S, “ Brisk."

13. It is noteworthy that Ibrahim Didi, who is believed to now supp'ort t
Muhammad Sams-ud-din, was in 1894 the supporter and Chief Minister of Ibrahjm Imad-ud-din, the
principal means, it is said, of pblacing him on the throne; while Muhammad Didi, the present Chief

* Rew No, 40, t See No. 41,
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Minister of Sultan Ibrahim Imad-ud-din, was the supporter of the claims of Muhammad Yams-ud-din,
and addragsed on the subject the Seoretary of State as well as the Governor.

14, All the proceedings connected with the recognition by the (}eylon Government of the
present Sultan, Ibrahim Imad-ud-din, were veported. in «ine course, by Slll' .-h-bhq.r Ha\lre[ock to the
Sacratary of State,® and I see no reason for reopening the consideration ot the claims of Muhammad

Sams-ud-din. I have, &e
] Ay

WEST RIDGEWAY.

No. 59.
The Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, M.P., to Governor the Right Houn. Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.M.GG.,
K.C.B,K.CS.L
Ceylon No. 183. Downing street, May 13, 1901,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 122 of the 20th
ultimo, with which you transmit a letter from Muhammad S8ams-ud-din claiming recognition a8 the
rightfnl Sultan of the Maldive Islands: and I concur in your view that there is now no reasom to
reopen the question of his claims. . )

9, Inotice that in your despatch you designate the present Sultan as [brabim Imad-nd-din and
his cousin, the second son of the late Sultan,as Muhammad Imad-ud-din ; whereas from the letter of
Muhammad Sams-ud-din, and from earlier pupers which are before me, it is. I think, evident that the
present Sultan’s name is Muhammad Imad-ud-din.

[ have, &e.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN.

No. 80.

His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands to Governor the Right Hon. Sir .I. West
Ridgeway, G.C.).G., K.C.B., K.C.8.1.

MaY His Excellency’s benevolence continue to all times in the future.

We beg to inform Your Excellency that by the grace of God we reached our country and the
seat of our Government in safety and good health on Sunday, the 14th day of the month of Safar,and
landed on the 25th (? 15th) of that month, The inhabitantsof several islands received uswith great
jubilation. We were much gratified at the pleasure they evinced. e tender our very respectful
thanks to Your Excellency for the benevolence with which we were enteriained during our stay in
Colombo,

On ourarriving at this town we found the affairs of nur Government in the same satistactory and
orderly condition in which they were when we started from here. Our subjects are enjoring perfect
peace. In our dominions there are no disturbances or iroubles. e thevefore praise the Almighty
on that account. We then inquired into the unjust and false reports we heard while in Colombo in
regard to the matter of certain chiefs of our State and found that all those (reports) were fictions,
which came from the tongues and peiis of low and unprincipled men. We say so because Haji
Ibrahim Didi and his friend Carimjee Jafferjee and the followers of these two were tilling the
newspapers with idle and false stories against us and the chief men of our Government. We have
not been able to find any cauase for these false reports or any remedy for them. The statemenl mude
by Haji Ibrahim Didi, that we have confiscated all the property which originally belonged to him, and
that he has nothing wherewith to support his children and dependents, is a lie and an nnjust charge
fabricated against us by him, because he owns yet a town (? an island) larger than any town belonging
to us, the income from which is ample for his maintenance and that ot his dependents. We therefore
think that it is not good that we should permit him to return and live here, and beg of your angnst
presbnice that Your Excellency will prevent him from coming here. He is one who heads disturbances
and causes troubles. Thisis all,

May Your Excellency live long enjoying perfect health.

Dated Wedhesday, the 17th of the month of Safar, 1319 A.H., which corresponds to the 3th of
Juhe, 1901 A.D. !

No. 61. ;
Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G.. K.C.B.. K.C.8.1., to His Highness
the Sultan of the Maldives.
The Queen's Houge,
Colombo, June 20, 1901.

T HAVE received Your Highness's lewter dated the 17th day of Satar, 1319 A.H.. intimating your
safe return to your dominions. which, I am pleased to learn, you found in a peaceful and prosperons
state, It was a great pleasure to me to have the opportunity of making Your Highness's personal
acquaintance, aud I trust that the friendly feelings thus inspired will always continue and increase.

) I note Your Highness's assurance that Haji Ibrahim Didi’s statement, that his property has
b’eeﬁg ctoxi._ii'scated, 1sdlinaccurta;a.ullélo not. C;J?wever, feel justitied in preventing him, as a British
gubject, from proceeding to the Maldives and looking af i + Hi
. thillegssesslzs pech g , g atter the property which Your Highness states

., I hope shortly to depute an officér of thig Government to visit Your Highness's domini
Tam inclined to think that in futnre these visits should be at much shorter igtarvnls tlllfttx?l];]i]n%r;i'tznd

I trust that Your Highness is in the enjoyment of good health since your reinrn from Mecea
and that yon may be spared to rule over a loyal and faithful people for many years to come. ) .

WEST RIDGEWAY,
Co Governor,

* See No, 43,



127

THE MALDIVE ISLANDS. Al

No. 62.
His Highness the Sultun. of the Maldives to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West
Ridgeway. G.C.M.G,, K.C.B.. K.C.5.1.

WirH due respect und deference we beg to inform your Excellency us follows :—

Wae received Your Excellency's letter dated 20th June, 1901, and were gratified ut the contents
thereof. But (we submit that) it is only just that Your Excelleu_c,v. should warn E}'aji Ibrahim Didi
against his returning here. s Your Excellency is not aware of his amecedgnts, it is necessary for
us to bring some of them to Your Excelleucy’s knowledge. 'L'hey are:—This Ibrahim Didi having
caused disturbance during the time of owr grandfather Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din was exiled
with his family, and was ullowed to remain ac Galle, where he owned more valuuble and extensive
and in every way becter property chan the house he had huils uc Malé for his residence. Even now he

ossesses some houses and gardens there, While he was residing there for some years he received in
1301 A, H. the permission of our nnele Sultan [brahim Nuv-ud-din to return here ou his giving a solemn
ussurance that he would not cause any disturbances among the subjects nor desire any harm to the
(Government. )

But it is an indisputable fact that the disturbances caused by him und the various evils
brought about by him canuot be easily deseribed in,writing. Some of his doings could be known
by a reference to the letters which passed between Your Excellency’s Government and this
Government wichin the last eighteen years. After he had established himself in his position here he
secured (literally seized) the otfice of Treasuarer of the Exchequer by bribing one of the chiefs of the
Lascars. The Sultan was obliged to coufer the appointment on him against the Sultan's will.
Before ihe expiration of the third year of his holding that office he made this Government s debtor
to Carimjee to the extent of Rs. $0,000. No one who preceded him in that office ever brought such
a loss on this State within such a short time. 'I'hen, when the Sultan would not yield to his wishes,
he set himself up against and dethroned the Sultan and made our brother Muhammad Muin-ud-din
Sultan and had him installed as such. In this way some time elapsed. When this Sultan too
would not be led by him, he opposed the Sultan. Some houses were set on fire, and some men,
awmong whom were subjects of Your Excellency’s Government trading here, were stubbed. It was
fouud on evidence produced that he was the cause of all this, and being then found guilty he was
banished to another island. Then he was pardoned and recalled. A few days after his recall
he lett this for Colombo, There he stayed about ten months and arrived hera in a man-of.war,
He then deposed our brother aud re-installed our nnele aforesuid as Sultan. We are reminded that
[brakim Didi's going to Colombo now may be with a similar object of creating a revolution.
\We, however, desire of Your Excellency that by the grace of God and in the exercise of Yeur
Excellency's mercy Your Excellency will not sympathize with him in his wicked intentions and
render him any help.

Some time after the death of the Sultan, our uncle aforesaid. the burden of this Government
levolved on our shoulders (liferally necl),

Ever since we uccepted the Government, thongh we did all we could wiih the object of
securing his faithfulness and te establish him in o good position, he seemed unwilling to follow
auy other course than to betray this Government once more into the hands of Carimjee to the loss ot
the Government. Hisdesire wasto transfer the Governwment revenue to Carimjeo and to render the
State resourceless (literally empiy-hunded). When he felt assured that his desire could not be
avcomplished, he of his own accord relinquished his office. We then invited Mohammed Didi from
the Island of Minicoy and conferred on him the vacant otfice. We, however, allowed him (Ibrahim
Didi) to occupy a stutus and enjoy a salary higher than those of any other Minister. Even then he
complained to Your Excellency against us stating that he was detained and wrouged by us.
But we were ultogether innocent, and it was he who was guilty of injustice in acensing us without
vause. His going to Colombo was not only in accorduance with our own expressed wish and Tour
Excellency’s pleasure, but also as desired by him. Further, be did not as directed Ly us take with
bim his brother Abdulla Didi, from whom we feared harm. After he arrived at Colombo he
complained to Your Excellency that we had deprived him of his property. We have dealt with
this subject in a former communication. These are the evil propensities and acts of his, which
we proposed to speak about,

Further, if this man returns and resides here, we fear that either he may endeavour to cause
loss to the property of our subjects aud to wreak vengeunce on them or our subjects may do injury
to him or to his property, We fear that such consequences may follow against our wish, It s
therefore our desire that the man should not reside here, we being Lound by the following sacred
law :—“When those who canse disturbances in this world in opposition to ourselves and to our
Prophet Lill their fellowmen, they ars to be put to death ; when they aot only kill their fellowmen
hut also rob them of their property, they are to e crucified and put to death; when they cause
loss of property, they should be maimed by the cutting of an alternate arm and leg; when they
threaten their fellowmen and terrovize themn. they are to be banished.,” Besides these punishments
there are others.

This is all we have to inform Your Excellency. May Your Excellency live long.
Dated the 11th of Rabbinl Ahir 1319 A.H.

No. 63.
J. J. Thorburn, Esq., to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

. I - : Colombo. July 31, 1901,

. IR,—1 HAVE the honour to report that I left Colomin onu the 25th instanc tor Malé, .
arrived there on the 27th morning atter a rough passage. On the urrival of the Pomo;?:l” htl:ifu:a):;:
21 guns was fired, and soon afterwards Durai Mina Manikfan with some others came on board und
arranged that the Sultan should receive a formal visit at 4 P.M. (The Prime Minister Mohammeq Dlndl
Sid not come on board, and [ subsequently learnt that his absence was duo to. u rumonr that t:hl

Pomone" had come for the purpose of re-instuting Ibrahim Didi.) The salute was dul ret %
but sounded somewhat funereally, as it took 45 minutes to accomplish, . ) L
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P.M, Captain Simons, accompanied by six naval officers and myself, proceeded to the palace,
and aft‘:rt ;Lho (lztug:gzary exchange of cil:'ilities I handed the Sultan a letter from the Hon, Mr. Taylor
and arranged for a private interview at 3 A.). next morning. ) ) s

On the 28th morning I was received by the Sultan, and nentioned the projected visiv of
Professor Agassiz in November next. His Highness said he would have much plegsura in affording
him every f;cility for pursuing his reseurches on the various .-ltollg._ I then apprised the Sultan of
the complaint made by C. L. M. Wappu Marikkar, suggesting that it would be conwan.lenr..for the
Ceylon Government to be placed in possession of the true facis of the case. In rePIy, His H!g];ness
asserted that Wappu Marikkar was not an indapem.lent Ll'f.idar ; hewasa servant of Hassan .Duh, and
was guspected OF giving support to [brahim Didi’s faction, The Sultan further compluined that
Wappan Marikkar had transgressed the local law by leaving Malé wttl_xouh ?o_rmal permission, He
had not been forced to go. I took advantage of this reference to Ibrahim Didi to remind the Sultan
that at the recent interview with His Excellency the (Governor it had transpired that there was
considerable divergence of statement with reference to the manner in which Ibrahup Didi had been
treated, inasmuch as [brahim Didi alleged that, his private property huc.l bEEl'l (_:ouhscated,‘whqreas
Hig Hl'ghness, I understood, was then under the impression that Ibrahim Didi had been deprived
only of such property as he had held by virtue of his office of Prime Minister. It wns'understood
that this difference as to facts was of course due to His Highness's absence from Malé about that
time, but I trusted that the misunderstanding hud now been cleared up. The Sultan replied that
matters were in statu quo—Ibrahim Didi’s conduct was not such as to gain his approbation, He saw
no prospect of coming to any amicable arrangement, but would state his views clearly in a letter to
His Excellency the Govérnor. ~ '

His Highness then asked how he could prosecute the Ceylon Muhammedan for unfounded
and scurrilous attacks on his administration and asked for advice. I suggested that newspaper
comments, such as he referred to, were unworthy of notice, and he said he was satisfied to take no
thu.l then snggested the desirability of maintaining a begcon to mark the main channel intu‘ hIa!é
Atoll, and the Sunltan expressed his readiness to do anything in his power, After this I left, his
interview having lasted about half an hour. ,

Hakura Manikfan accompanied me, and atter seeing the Customs house, d&c., I suggested that
I no longer desired his attendance, but he declined politely to leave me, on the ground that the Sultan
had told him to escort me,and he conld not be so discourteous as to leave me by myself, I had wished
to see Ibrahim Didi's people, who I bhad reason to believe were bning somewhai harshly treated and
not allowed io move freely about the Island. I asked Hakura Manikfan how it was I had not seen
Ibrahim Didi’s son, whom I had known some years ago at Galle, He said Ibrahim Didi's people had
perfect freedom of action and could do as they pleased. I took the opportunity of passing by Ibrahim
Didi’s house, and seeing his son inside called him out and exchanged a few words with him. His
manner led me to suppose that Hakura Manikfan's statements were inaccurate. At 11 4.0, the Sultan
came on board accompanied by his brother, Mohamed Didi, Hassan Didi (sho is said to he under a
cloud at present), Hakura Manikfan, and a number of others. The ship was dressed and a salute of
21 guns fired. The Sultan, who first exchunged his State robe for a more suitable dress, was then
shown all the usual sights. A shell was fired from a four-inch gun, a torpedo was launched, a2 mine
was exploded, and His Highness manipulated a quick-firing gun and scored with a Morris-tubed rifle,
making a bull’s eye with his first shot: ‘A scratch orchestra then performed, and the Sultan took a
keen interest in seeing the sailors dance.

Alr, Platé took several group photographs with the Sultan as central igure. His Highness had
no objection, on the distinet understanding that he was to hava presentation copies. His Highness
before leaving with great reluctance, and on ascertaining there was no more to show him, hunded me
letters for His Excellency the Governor and the Hon. Mr, Taylor, and asked me to inform His
Excellency that his brother proposed to visit Ceylon early in August and remain there a month or two
to see Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, &e.

In the afternoon I went with Captain Simons to inspect the main entrance, some 3 miles north
of Maslé, and we had some successful fishing. It was ascertained that one of the reefs shown in the
Admiralty Chart of 1836 corrected to date has entirely disappeared, and strangely enough Hassan Didi
has another Admiralty Chart of 1366 showing things as they veally are, In the evening the electric
search light was flashed on Malé for the delectation of the inhabitants,

' On the 29th I went on shore with Captain Simons, who took his bike with him. I had not
landed five minutes before the ubiquitous Hakura Manikfan took me in charge and refused to be
shaken off, so I made him nseful in collecting information as to plants and Aowers required by
Mr. Willis, and secured some specimens. At 1 P.M. the “ Pomone " left for Colembo and bLegan her
steam trials doing 17 knots au bhour tor the first four hours and then dropping to 14. Colombo was
reached at 9 A.M. on July 31.
I am, &e..

J. J. THORBURN.

-No. 64,

His Highness che Sultan of the Muldive [slands to the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway.
G.C.M.G,, K.C.B,, K.C.8.I.

MayY His Excellency's greatness ever continue.

Tendering infinite thanks and praises to Your Excellency tor the ucis of kindness and favour
done to us so freely when we visited the country which enjoys Your Excellency’s sacred, august, and
sablime presence, we beg to inform Youar Excellency that we received on the 23rd of July Your
Excellency's letter dated 20th June. We have read and understood that leiter, in which Your
Excellency said that Your Excellency was awaiting an opportunity to send an officer of Your

Excell_eqoy’s Gove::nrqant to visit our country, and that Your Excellency thought it desirable that
such visits should in Future he more trequent, -
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Further, we have noted what Yonr Excellency said in respect of Haji Ibrahim Didi—that Your
[xcellency saw no reason to prevent him from returning to us. We find it therefore expedient and
necessary to bring to the knowledze of your sacred presence certain important facts and statements,
and in doing 50 we do not mean in any way to cross Your Excellency's opinions, to wit :— ]

Furstly.—We are pleased and rejoice to learn that officers of Your Excellency’s Government
will come to us in men-of-war to satisfy themselves as to the-state of our country, as this Government
receives the protection afforded by such visits at little cost and without having to pay anything in
return. it (the protection) being granted as a charitable aid. The common people of this country
wounld. however, view them (such visits) with suspicion owing to Haji Ibrahim Didi having, during
the time he wag administering the atfairs of this Government as a Minister, publiely and privatelr
told the common people as well us the chiefs that the Government of Ceylon would take his part to
assist him, and that that Government would help him to recover his property in the Maldives. He
also used to show as proofs that he held the offices‘of Cdnsul and Justice of the Peace. Besides his
holding those tiiles and speaking as he did, on some oceasions certain things occurred here which
lent support to his words. Asthecommon people of this country have not emerged from their child-
likke ignorance and from barbarism, and as they can only judge from appearanzes without looking
into the hidden meanings, they may misconstrue the more frequent visits than hitherto of the afficers
of Your Excellency’s Government.

Secondly.—The property owned by Huji Ibrahim Didi at Malé in common with his brothers
and sisters, unless it be that he has hiddewn some of his wealth so as not to be seen by anybody, is
worth less than Rs. 10,000. He owns in Ceylon property worth several tines more than this. His
father, who obtained pardon and was translated to the other world, misapproprinted large sums of
money during the time of our grandfather, the late Muhammadu Imad-ud-din of blessed memory.
and bolied to Galle. where, with a poriion of those moneys. he bought lands, gardens, &e¢. It is
therefore better for Haji Ibrahim Didi to stay over there and look after those properties than to come
and stay here. Hecan there be a British subject and earry on the business of a Consul and Justice of
the Peace.

Thirdly.—~In the same manner as his father aforesaid, who was translated to the other world,
misappropriated moneys and bolted to Galle, Diddu Don Kalegifan also stole some moneys during
the time of onr uncle, the late Tbrahim Nur-ud-din of blessed memory, and bolted to Minicoy
and settled down there. To this day he is at Minicor. From there he went with a band of men
all armed with swords to Diddu, the island in which he was born, and having intimidaied the
inhabitants returned to Minicox with such things as he wished to take.

Fourthly—When we have been,as in the incident here referred to, poserless to check and
control one of our own subjects. what would our case be in dealing with a British subject, and that,
too, one who in his youth was an adept in the tricks of cunning and artfulness, and in his middle age
was an_expert in such things? Further, he was for some years bent on devising in his mind plans to
create disturbances against us.

Fifthly.—Did not Haji Ibrahim Didi when he was in safety and security prefer a manifold
complaint against us saying that he was being wronged Ly us, that he feared his life was in danger,
that he was anxious as to the fate of his property and inheritance, that he was kept under restraint
in a kind of imprisonment, and that he could not obtain permission to go to Galle, Cerlon? How
could it be good in his sight to return to this place, whers he dreads imprisonment and bardships?
We have withdrawn from him the gift he enjoyed assalary and the authority which he had as Prime
Minister. We have reserved one island for his wife, who is our aunt, to derive the income from.

Sizthly.—With the exception of his wife, Haji Ibrahim Didi has no relations here whom he
has to care for, or for whose sake he has got to be here, By the help of God we will well look after
that lady. He would not be bonnd to support any others were he here.

Seventhly.—When we started for Cevlon with Haji Tbrahim Didi we instructed bis son Abdul
Majid Didi and his brother Abdulla Didi to come along with him. We told Haji Ibrahim Didi
also to bring them both with him. He did not comply with the order. He left them at \[ald andaccom-
panied us. We brought this to Your Excellency’s notice when wo personally saw Your Excellency
in Colombo. They have remained here in the place of Haji Ibrahim Didi, and have done all thev
could to incite the people by various artificesand tricks. To this day they are working with the people
with the same object. This is what they do, they say : “ Haji Ibrahim Didi is seeking the assistance
of the Cerlon Government. As soon as he gets assistance he will come. When he comes heve he will
be independent of this Government.” If, therefore, these two men do noi ohev our nrders, how can
we administer the Government so long as there are such men. 3y

Eighthly —1f Haji Tbrahim Didi comes here, he and his parer will trr to win over or drag
people to their side by their cunning and artifice. We therefore fear that he mav again create in
regard to this Governmeni a disturbance of the kind he caused by his artifice once hefore, in which
the swo\:rx_i \;a[s usn'elilli May 1rhehl'_.ord save us from such disturbances.

~Vinthiy.—The island which we havq set apart for the benefit of the wite of Haii I vahi idi
isin th? east to theleft., It is called Jilittn?'and I)};Irmgs to Nilandu Atoll, This was tlJJe iI;]n‘r}JJcllTvlllji]cc};
was assigned to Haji Ibrahim Didi’s grandfather for his services as « Minister during the time of our
grandfather Imad-ud-din.

Te'nﬂ:ly..—-Haji Ibrahim Didi, his son'.-\.hamed I?idi,and his brother Abdulla Didi held offices
and received gifts from us as salary according to their deserts and sufficient to supply their needs
They enjoyed these gifts until differences arose between them and us owing to their refusal to sign
the oarh of allegience, which we asked them to sign a little before our leaving the island. We wrogta
about these (differences) at that time also. Then we referred to their concocting and publishin
false reporis against us and being disobedient. We therefore, owing to their opposition to us, as wg
fnformed Your Excellency before this, took back the gifts they had received. ' ¢

Eleventhly.—One of the long established public rules of this i
foreigner does not submit to the laws, decisions, ax.}:d authority of this G(igz:;?nn;g?t ;;dtht?;r:;hfnba
stubborn, he should be sent back to his home or to a town like' Coylon. There has been no i
to this rule, and even to this day it is in foree. This is a wholesome rule on which rests theazgth{?n
tration and safety of this Government. It is a well-known fact that the. administrat] i
Government is carried on, and tbe su ression of disturb i Y a8 ok 1hiy
elsewhere is effected, not by th o soarbances which are feared both here and

' ¥ the exercise of the authority of this Government or by the influence of
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the revenue collected, but it is by the help of the Ceylon Government which is so freely rendered.
by the friendship and companionship of the Governors of Ceylon, which the Sultans have enjoyed,
and by the goodwill and favour bestowed and the confidence revosed on the Sultans by the Governors
of Ceylon that the Government is established. We therefore beg earnestly that in the exercise of

all these qualities Your Excellency will render us help.
Thia is all we have now to inform Your Excellency. Salaams.

Dated the 18th day of Rabbiul Ahir, 4.H. 1319, which corresponds to the 3rd of August,
1901 a.p.

No. @5.
Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., K.C.8.1,, to the
Right Hon, J. Chamberlain, M.P.

Miscellaneous.—No. 382. Queen's Cottage, Nuwara Eliya,
Ceylon, September 24, 1901.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of the Government of the Maldive

Islands.
9, The relations between the Ceylon Government and the Government of the Maldive

Islands were detined in the year 1837 by an agreement, the terms of which were communicated to you
in Sir Arthur Gordon's despatch No. 2 of ith January,1883.° By this ugreement Sultan Muhammad
Muin-ud-din—
(@) Acknowledged the authority (suzerainuy) of the Soversign of Great Britain as repre-
sented by the Government of Ceylon over the Maldive Islands;
(0) Further acknowledged that he wus not at liberty to enter into any uegotiations or
treaty vegarding his islands with any foreign State, except through the Ruler of
Cerlon, and renounced all intention of doing so; and
(¢) Desired confirmation of himself as Sultan and similar confirmation ot successors.

3. Sir Arthur Gordon by his letter to the Sultan, dated 28rd December, 1387—t

(@) Confirmed the Sultan and promised recognition of his successors;

(") Engaged on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen to protect and defend the Maldives from
all foreign enemies whatsoever ; and

(¢) Engaged in Her Majesty's name to interfere in no manner in the local affairs of the
Maldives in either the framning or the adminisiration of the laws, or in any other
matter of purely internal concern,

4. Although Sir Arthur Gordon engaged, in perhaps too unreserved i manner, not to intertere
in any way in the local affairs of the Maldive Islands “in either the framing or the administration
of the laws or in any other matter of purely local concern.” yet you will no doubt agree that, as in
the case of protected native States in India, to which a similar underinking has been given, the
obligation of defending the Maldives from foreign aggression, which we have undertaken (to say
nothing ot the rights of control inherent in the suzerainty), entails upon the Sultan the correlative
duty of good government and of maintaining order in his territory, Should disorder break out,
and especially if such disorder were the vesult of unjust or ineffective government, the Suzerain has
the right to interfere.

5. Should you accept this proposition as sound, then the question arises whether and how it
should be applied, if necessary, in the case of the Maldive Islands,

6. The changes which have recently occurred in the Maldivian Administration have been
narrated in my despatches No. 314 of 29th August, 1900, and No. 122 of 20th April,190L. I consider
that the expulsion from office of Ibrahim Didi was justifiable and possibly desirable, and the sieps
taken by the Sultan, who appears to be a capable, although perhaps noi altogether a judicious ruler,
have been beneficiul to his country. Unforiunately the Sulian Las nov contented himself with
depriving Ibrahim Didi of office, but, if the ex-Minister speaks the truch, he has also confiscated his
property. This the Sultan denies, and he states thut the only properties he has taken from the
#z-Minister are atolls or isles, the revenue of which is the perquisite of tha Minister of the day, On
the other hand, Ibranim Didi alleges thai the Sultan has confiseated atolls and other property which
were hypothecated to his father and himself in payment of loans of money made by them from time
to time to the veigning Sultan. It is ditficult to say whether the Sultan or the ex-Minister speaks the
truth ; probably there is suppression or exaggeration on either side, but the Sultan, to whom I fruic-
lessly suggested arbitration, refuses any redress or even liearing of the claim,

Ibrahim Didi claims our interference as u British subject, and if he were a British subjecr.
we should be ensitled to intertere in his favour, whatever the nature of our politieal engagements to
the Sultan, Ibrnhim. Didi, however, has failed to prote that he is a British subjeci:, although
he possesses property in Cerlon, and his father, Ali Didi, is registered here as a British shipowner,
and he is accredited by Turkey as her Consular representative at Galle, :

3. But there are other grounds on which we can interfere, if you consider it desirable thut we
should do so. Ibrahuq Didi is now in Ceylon, and the Sultan, as you will observe from the
accompanying extraces from his recent letters, calls upon me to detain him in Ceylon, us his arrival in
the lﬁ[aldlv?s would be the cause of disorder, possibly leading o bloodshed. I do not beljeve that
{E: h;;:}éiam s fears uwre siucere, or that any disturbance wounld follow Ibrahim Didi's return to

9, But it seems to we that the admission of the Sultan that sach disturbances are probal
unless we, our hand forced by his highhanded and arbitrary action, foreibly detain his ex-}{;i)r}l)iit)é?-
Jsusltttﬁes our interference in the matter, I would accordingly, with )'out-'approva[, call ﬁpon the

ultan to submit the question, unless he can amicably settle it himself, to an arbitrator to be

nominated by the Suzerain. Should Hij i E s PO
possible to put pressure on him, b Sighnaeg matimg sl L Uo: gy ;lltlclpate. # welll. by

" See Nu, 12, t See No. 1.
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10. I may add that several petitions have lately reached me from tradesm'en residing in the
Maldives, claimigg to be British subjects, in which they protest against alleged arbitrary pll'oge:di%g:
on the part of the Sultan. I do not think that there is much ground for these complaints, bu
the Sultan is young and headstrgng. and requiresa reminder that he is not an independent Soversign,

' t he must listen to our advice, _ ‘ ‘
and umil.' I should like to follow the Indian practice and station an accredited newsagent in Malé,
who would keep me informed of the course of events, but it would be di_ﬂ‘:icult to find any one -“Irhczi,
on the small salary which would be attached to tbe post, would not yield to the temptation a%
corruption of this intriguing little Mobammedan State. Under these circumstances the on E‘
slternative is to muke the visits of the rapresentative of the Governor more frequent than at present.

12. In conclusion, I would emphatically record my opinion that unnecessary interference in
the affairs of the Muldive Islands should be avoided as much as possible, and that it is most
undesirable that we should undertake, even indirectly, the administration of their affairs. I am,
therefore, most reluctant to take any uction which would weaken the authority of the Sult:}n, who
favourably impresses me with the promise of being a capable rulgr when he ceases to listen to
mischievous advisers, and appreciates his true relations to the Suzerain.

I have, &e,,
WEST RIDGE_WAY.

No. 8.

The Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, M.P., to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B, E.C.S.I. ’

Ceylon.—No, 403, Downing street, October 25, 1901.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 382 of the 24th
ultimo, suggesting for my approval that you should eall upon thg Sultan of the Maldive Islands to
submit to arbitration the question which has arisen between His Highness and his late Prime Minister

rahim Didi.
N h?]? I am content to leave the matter to your discretion, but should prefer that, unless you think
it absolutely necessary, the action proposed in paragraph 9 of your despatch should not be taken, as
it seems to me very desirable that the Ceylon Government should, as far ag possible, abstain from
intervening in the local disputes of the Maldives.
I have, &ec.,

J.CHAMBERLAIN.

No. 67.

The Maldivian Ministers to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridge way, G.C.ML.G.,
EK.C.B,, E.C8.I

May His Excellency’s stature be exalted with all health and pleasu}-e.

The purport of our petition to Your Excellency with great subwmission and respect is that His
Highness Prince Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar, the eldest son of the late Sultan lbrahim Nur-
ud-din Iskandar, and true heir to the Sultanate of Maldive Islands, has just reached his age of
majority, and is thereby fit to undertake and manage the affairs and duties of the Government and
the State according to our law and custom.

We have therefore enthroned him in the seat of the Sultan with the full consent and agree-
ment of-all the subjects of Maldive Islands.

That during his minority His Highness Muhammad Imad-nd-din was appointed Regent before
nine years, and the present change has been effected with the agreement of all the subjects of Maldives,
and itisin uccordance with the laws and rules of Maldives and our custom from ancient time ; and
we pray Your Excellency to accept and recognize the present Sultan of Maldives with the name of
Sultan Mohammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar, and 1o support him as the Sultan of our country.

[Most of the signatures unintelligible.)
Dated 14th Del Haj, 1320.

No. 88.

Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar to Governor the Right Hon, Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G., E.C.B,, K.C.8.1.

I BEG to inform you that I have been appointed to the Sultanate of Maldives with the tull
consent and agreement of all the principals, Ministers, and subjects, and made Sultan over them as
was my late father Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din Iskandar, Sultan of Maldives, before.

And 1 hope that Your Excellency will accept and recognize me as the Sultan of Maldive
Islands, and be with me as the Government of Ceylon was with my late father and the previons
Sultans and regard my subjects with affection and favour.

[Bears seal of Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din.]
Dated 14th Del Haj, 1320. _ .

No. é9.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to Mnhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar Effendi,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,

. April 4, 1903,
; tHI'% Excellency the Governor has received your letter dated Hijarat 1320, and desires me to
reply to it.

2. In that letter you announce that all the inhabitants, Ministers, and
Msldive Islands have accapted you as Sultan, and you request His Excellenc
nize you as such. And the so-called Ministers of the Maldives have also a

113-03

Officers of State of the
¥ the Governor to recog-
ddressed His Excellency



126

bo THE MALDIVE [SLANDS.

the same effect, und they add that you are the lawful heir to the throne und have

tzlzliaewGrﬂ-vr?:ggraiothe pro?ar age to takg ove{- and carry or(xl the administration in place of His Highness

nad-ud-din, who has been acting us guardian, .
.\Inharg‘ma{lt ltthenifl;(:%edap'pears that Sultan Mubammad Imad-ud-din, who was formally recognized
by the British Government as Sultan, i:as been deposed in his absence by you an_dlor,h.ers, not on the
ground of maladministration or any fault, which might justly excite dissatistaction among his
people, but because you consider his absence to be a suitable opportunity for asserting claims to the
Sultanate which the British Govemmenndhns ult-:udyélm the letter of the Colonial Secretary to your

2 2 h, 1898, dismissed as untenable,
aadres%ﬁ?lt:ftl-litsg 3{::§rﬁst§nc’es His Excellency the Govarn.or.cannot listen to your request ; and I
am farther to warn you that, althongh His Excellency is unwilling to interfere in the internal aiffmrs
of the Maldives, disorder and violence cannot be tole'ral'.edP there, and shoulcl_ these results follow from
your action you and those who advise you will be heldfpersonnlly responsible,

EVERARD IM THURN,
Colonial Secretary.

No. 70.

Telegram from His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives to Governor the Right Hon.
; ¢ Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.MLG., K.C.B., K.C.S.1, .
Suez, April 5, 1903.

I LEARNED that some designing rebellious peoples at Maldives plotted with Colombo Bombay
merchants and overthrown my brother Manduge Dori Manipulu who was acting for me, and Tutige
Manipulu usurped. I beg to approach Your Excsllency to take steps ; send sruiser, tfelp my brother,
place him in power again. Moosbhai Shaikh Hiptulabhoy, Maldivian Iuterp;eter Marikar, to be taken
in confidence with Excellency. Wish they may be allowed to go with cruiser. Please reply.

No. 71.

Telegram from Governor the Right Hon, Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G.. K.C.B,,
K.C.8.1,, to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives,

Nuwara Eliya, April 6, 1903,
I cannot actnally interfere. 1 advise Your Highness to return at once,
' WEST RIDGEWAY.

No. 72.

Governor the Right Hon, Siv J. West Ridgeway, G.C.)L.G.. K.C.B., K.C.8.1,, to the
Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, M,P.

The Queen’s Cottage, Nuwara Eliya,
Miscellaneons.—No, 128, Ceylon, April 8, 1903.

S1r,—I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of nffairs in the Maldive Islands.

2. His Highness the Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din has for some time been absent from the
Islands on a visit to Suez (whers he hag since contracted a marriage with the daughter of a prominent
resident of that place), leaving as Regent his brother known as Dori Manipul.

Last weel nnoffeinl information was received in Colombo that a change of rulers had been

affected, and that Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar, commonly known as Mnlinge Manipul, son of
the lute Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, had deposed the Regent and himself seized upon the Government,
It appeared that at 2 1.1, on 12th March, Mulinge Manipul went to the palace at Malé, then occupied
by servants only, had the Lascars who constitute the Sultan's badygnard summoned by beat of
tom-tom, and unnounced to them that he bud ascended the throne of his ancestors—a statement which
was apparently acquiesced in by them. The Ministers, hearing of this, assembled at the house of the
Regent, a short distance from the palace, but did nothing until daylight, when they went to speak to
the lascars who were assembled on the esplanade near the palace,” The Commandant of the Lascars
fs s1id to have addressed them and invited them to attend at the Regent's house, but was seized by
the throat und pushed aside. The Eazi (Judge) then addressed them, pointing out that their lawful
Sovereign was at Suez, but nevertheless they declared for Mulinge Manipul. Upon this the Ministers
retired to the Regent’s house to report, and ultimately the Prime Minister and the Commandant of
the Lascars went over to rthe paluce, where they recognized Munlinge Manipul as Sultan, and the
Regent remnined at his house without attempting to assert his awthority. I understand that no
disturbance or bloodshed occurred, but that the Kazi (Judge) and some other less prominent persons
have bren banizhed to ourlying islands,
: 4. Oun 27th March there appeared in Colombo two Maldivians bearing a letter addressed to me
by )Iuhamm:xd Sams-ud-din Iskandar (Mulinge Manipul) himself informing me of his assumption
ot power as Sultan, that the Ministers, Officers ot State,and inhabitants of the Islands have accepted
him as such, and reqnesting that I should formally recognize him as Sultan, 'The same envors
brought a further letter to the same effect purporting to be signed by the Ministers, )

5. The claims of Muhammaqd Sams-ud-din Iskandar were fully considered and rejected in 1901,
a coarse which was approved by your despatch No. 183 of the 1Sth Ma »1901,and I have in pursuance of
the policy then adopred caused a letterto be addressed to Mubammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar (copy of
which is enclosed®) declining his request for recognition, and warning him that should any disturbance
occur [ shall hold him and his advisers personally responsible.

6. There is no doabt that the prolonged ahsence of the Sultan during
last year on a visit to Mecca, and thig Tear to Egyp ¥
cons-quently expended have caused considerable di
shonld be a lesson to him in futuare,

two successive Tears—
t—and the large sums of money which he has
ssatisfaction among his penple, and these svenrs
I propose to depute an officer to inquire into the state of things

* Se¢e No, 69,
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at Malé, and to give the Sultan all the moral support in my power should tlha result of that inquiry
rove that it is desirable to do so. Beyond this [ do not propose to interfere. I should prefer to
ostpone the inquiry until the return of the Sultan, but it may be necessary to take earlier action, 1
should be glad to learn by cable that you approve of my proposed action,

WEST RIDGEWAY.

No. 73.

Manduge Dori Manipul, ¢z-Regent, to Governor the Right Hon, SirJ. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B,, K.C.8.I.
MAY God help him to success.

It is submitied for the information of His Excellency that about 10 P.M. on the night of 11th
March last, when people had gone to sleep, some of ths supporters of Ibrahim Didi, the exile, and of
Hassan Didi placed our uncle's son on the throne, and sowe bad characters with guns, &c., joined
them and rushed on the Stare and Army officials. . :

I1f not for the fact thut our policy is under the shadow and protection of your powerful
Government, the fire of war would bave been kind led, and it wonld have resalted in great loas of life
on boch sides, and our brother would have been ejected from the throne.

But in order,however, to avoid lossof life in the army we let them to their wishes, trusting and
depending on your umple support and expecting for victory at the hunds of Your Excellency. At
that time one of the principal Ministers was away in Colombo and another in Suez. Some of the
remaining Ministers huve been exiled,and among them the Minister Majid Hakra Manilk-fan and Naib
Tattn, the Secretury, and some are incarcerated in the country.

Now the request is for help against those miscreants and their punishment,

MANDUGE DORI MANIPUL.
Dated 10th Moharren, 1321 (9th April. 1903).

No. 74.
The Ministers of the Maldive Islands to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B., E.C.8.1.
MAY his fame increase.

We beg to submit to Your Excellency with due respect and honour that we have been requested
by His Highness our Sultan, who isour estesmed masier and our reapected friend and protector, Sultan
Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar, to write to Your Excellency some of the causes that led to the
deposal of Mubammad [mad-ud-din, and they are as follows :—

(1) That he, Mohammad Imad-ud-din, expended all the amber which was in the Treasury, also
the money and gold and silver articles and other valuable and rara things which had been treasured
for generations in the past ages, most of which were in the Treasury at the death of Sultan Ibrahim
Nur-ud-din Iskundar, the father of the present sitting Sultan, and Muhammad Imad-ud-din lost all of
them, and the Treasury is become empty.

(2) That he was spending all the funds belonging to the Government for his private expenses,
and did not expend them for the needs of Government,

(3) That he rendered the Government of Maldives indebted in a disgraceful manner by
wasting the substance of the Treasury in unnecessury things; that the Government Ands it very
difficulc to ind means to pay that debr,

(4) That he appointed his brothers-in-la w, the brothaers of his wife, men who were in very low
positions, to posts of importance in matters of Governmeut, in order that they might be a tool for him
to do whatever comes to his mind without consultine the great Ministers and the Government
officials. He made one of his brothers-in-law named Ahmad Didi Hakra Manik-fan an independent
agent “mukayyar.,” That he does whatever he chooses, and his orders have become like his Sultan's,
even if it was such that one's liver would shacter into pieces, and on account of him a good deal of
lawlessness resulted in Maldives.

(5) That when the (kundira) boatmen with dry fish went to Colombo to sell them this season
a8 usual, Ahmad Didi Hakra Manik-fan and Habeebu Lebbe (the Maldivian Interpreter) ordered them
not to sell their things except to one particulur werchant, who is a friend of his, at a very low rate, for
the benefit of these two specially. but some of them sold their things to others at an increased price ;
and when the said Ahmnd Didi Hakra Mauik-fan heard this he asked Muhammad Imad-ud-din, who
was th_gn in Colombq, to chastise them with severe lashes, and it was ordered accordingly, and every
one of them were given foriy lashes on their back, having been prosirated on their faces, on their
return to Maldives.

. (6) That he dispossessed several subjects of their properties which they had inherited from
tlﬁe{r par%nts and grandparents in the islands ; and their protestations were of no avail, and not even
eir wails,

(7) That he collected a large amount of money from all the men holding appointments under
the Government to be spent in clearing the harbour in Raseefl, the port of Maldives, and then
neglected the work of clearing the harbour, and spent all the money collected to meet all his personal
needs as prompted by his faney,

(8) That when he left this place this time he made it known to people that he was going to
Colombo ft_)r a change of air and to recoup health, and he took all that were left in the Treasury of
gold and silver rupees and he concealed it from the principal Ministers, and then he went to Suez
from Colon_zbo and got married there, spending all he had in that matter, and wired to some Bombav
merchants in Colombo and Maldives to send him g large number of things and thousands of rupees
u8 a loan upon the condition that all the things imported to Maldives shall be exempted from duty
till their debt was repaid, Similarly, he wired to his brother Manduge Manipulu, who was
acting for‘ him, to send a large sum’ of money in gold and silver rupees, and as the Treasury
was empty he gave a power of attorney to Ahmad Didi Halkra Manik-fan anthorizing him to raige a
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loan of fifty to hundred thousand rupees by any means fromi Bombay nierchants of otheérs of
from any Government, and he proceeded to Colombo \.vith that power of attorney and borrp\‘ved
twenty thousand rupees from Taibaly Jevunjee Nuorbhai also upon the afore-mentioned condition,
and sent that money to Muhammad Imad-ud-din at Suez, He also gave a power of attorney to
Parses named Dadabhoy Nusserwanjee, and grante(} him great powers in the letter, autho.rlzmg_r a
loan of seventy-five thousaud rapees by whatever means, and we have _sent_thosg two copies with
this letter to Your Excellency. We have not mentioned a great many things in this letter, but think

this enough. _ .

When all the people and the great officials heard abont this, which astonished thém, and t.hat
ag they had already been tyrannized by his past acts of wickedness, they all of one voice and mind
decided upon deposing Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din and apgointing Saltan Muhamrqad Sams+ud-din
Iskandar to the Sultanate, as he was the eldest son of the late Sultan Ibrahim Nur-gd-du.x Iskan@ar? for
he is the true heir to the Sultanate of Maldives, he having attained to the age of discretion (majority),
and we have accepted His Highness as our Sultan, and shall not have another at all.,

We had consented to his supervising the affairs of the Government till the present Sultan

ttained to his age of majority. ‘ _ .
’ tameWh:raforeg we pray Your Excellency to recognize him as our Sultan, and extend to him and to

affection and favour,
* ym:usldfaeroz:u- Excellenoy’s days shine with good qualities, and the generosity may never end.
This is testified to by the gréat Ministers, officials, and leading subjects.

MOHAMMED DIDI RANNABANDERI KILEE-FAN
(Prime Minister), :
MOOSA MAFAI KILEEK-FAN.
AHMAD IBRAHIM DIDI.
MEDUKADUVARAR MANIKFOOLTU.
EAKAGE MANIPULU.
KANSUDORUGE MANIPULU.
NOOMARA EADUVAR MANIPULU.
NOOMARA EAUDEWAR TUTTU MANIFULT.
CATEEBU HUSEIN, Maldivian Judge.
ALY DIDI, Attorney-General,,
ISMAIL DIDI DORI MEENA MANIK-FAN,
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Minister.
HASSAN DIDI VILANA MANIK-FAN, Minister and
oL X the Head of the City. .
Signed 7th Safar, 1321, IBRSA}IZ{IM IBUNU MOOSA DIDI, Secretary to the
ultan.
HASSAN MAFEE TAEIR-FAN.
ABDULLA DIDI.
ALY DIDI.
SEYED MOHAMMED,
SEYED ABDULLA., )
ABDUL MAJID IBUN IBRAHIM DIDI.
ISMAIL DIDI _
MOHAMMED IBUN ALY DIDI ADAN.
HASSAN MANIK, Minister of Marine.
HASSAN IBRAHIM.

(And several other signatures not intelligible.]

No. 75.

His Highness Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar, to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J,
West Ridgeway, G.C.A.G., K.C.B,, K.C.8.I.

MAY his reign ever last long,

,What we beg to inform Your Excellency is that there arrived yesterday by the steainer Aska
from Colombo a certain Maldivian personage with his family having been to the holy city of Mecea
and performed “Haj" (the rites, &e., performed by pilgrims) this year, and we heard that Your
Excellency had given a reply to my letter written on the l4th of the month of Thil Haj, 1320,
into the hands of our Ambassador, and that he left Colombo with it in the vessel Jimka, but
that vessel has notreached here as yet on account of the blowing in the sea during this season, which
isvariable, and [ am sorry ou account of the delay of che receipt of the reply to my letter,

Wealso wish toinform Your Excellency thatthe object of the two letters dated theldth Thil Hajby
meand my Ministers was simply to acquaint the fact of myappointment to the Sultanate of the Maldives
with the consent of the mass and the change of Government of the place, and it was not our intention
to detail all the causes that led to the deposal of my cousin Muhammad Imad-ud-din in two letters
referred to, and we did not mention in those two letters the injustice, oppressions, and the infringe-
ment of the customs relating to Maldives and its laws and regulations, and the extravagances
committed with the money in the Treasury and misrale.

. In consequence of the foregoing circumstances the Government has become very poor and the
sub]'ect are in great straits. We deferred mentioning them as we disliked exposing the faults of my
cousin Muhammad Imad-ud-dip by stating all his shameful and wicked actions in the firat instance,
Since it is necessary and obligatory to explain to you those reasons we requested our Ministers
to state a few of those facts for Your Excellency's information, and they will appear in the
letter addressed by the Ministers written after consulting the people, great and small,

Talso inform you that all the Ministers and the Government officials who were under my-
cousin Muhammad Imadsud-din are with me at Present as_they were before in the various offces
held by tharp, except Ahmad Didi Halkra Manik-fan, Moosa Dahra Talkutu-fan, and Naib Tattu, who
have been diamissed at the urgentand joint request of the inhabitants, for these thrées were the 'he‘a'd.s
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of misdeeds and crimes, and at present the country is perfectly peaceful and tranquil and safe,
and I am happy to say that my subjects are at present perfectly content, peaceable, and orderly, and
I am the more glad that they are at ease, and there is no_disagreement, disturbance, oppression,
or crime ut ull, the truth of which can be verified if you send some one from there to this place to see
the same and I hope that you will be pleased to accept me as the Sultan and support me and
my subjects with full affection and favour as were the Governors of Ceylon with my father, the late
Sultan Ibrahim Nur-ud-din Iskandar, and not help him whose enmity to us is known to Your
Excellency.

Malé, 8th month of Safar, 1321.

No. 78.
His Highness Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din Islkandar to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J.
West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G.; K.C.B,, K.C.8.1

MaY His Excellency’s worth increase.

I beg to inform Your Exvellency that I received on 8th May ‘EIOth of Safar, 1321 A.H.) Your
Excellency's letter dated 4th April 1903, and another dated the 6th idem, which followed it. I have
read and understood the contents of those two letters. From the former I understood that it seamed
to Your Excellency that I caused this change and asserted my claim, not because of any fault or
maladministration on the part of my uncle’s son Muhammad Imad-ud-din, bat because I thought
thathis absence was a suitable opportunity for me. But I beg to submit that this suspicion expressed
by Your Excellency has caused great pain to my mind. The faocts are not in accordance with that
suspicion, which will disappear on receipt by Your Excellency of the letter which accompanied my
lester of the Tth of Safar, 1321 A.H,, from my Ministers. Those letters will have brought to Your
Excellency’s knowledge certain things which happened here. In those letters have been stated the
improper conduct, the weakness, the loss, the want, the fault, the injustice, and the violence caused to
the Maldivian Government during the time of my uncle’s son Muhammad Imad-ud-din, and some of the
reasons which led to his being deposed from the throne. Further, one of the reasons which caused
this Government to fall into the ruinous state in which itis now is this: my uncle's son above
referred to carried on this Government in aceordance with the evil advice of his wife's brother
Ahmad Didi Hakra Manik-fan, and perpetrated a lot of injustice in accordace with the wish of hig
brother-in-law without heeding the advice of the greater Ministers. These two played with this State
as children play with balls, Further, another of the reasons is that my uncle's son Muohammad
Imad-ud-din above referred to listened to and acted in accordance with the advice of a Masuji named
Dadabhoy Nusserwanjee. Through this Masuji Dadabhoy Nusserwanjee this Government is entangled
in a ruinous debt and is involved. This is not a debt incurred for the benefit of this Government or
of this country, or to meet any of their needs. Yet another of the reasons is he has squandered
altogether the invaluable wealth accumulated in the Treasury from the early days to the present day.
Things being so, this change was made in accordance with the customs and laws in force at the
Island of Malé, a change which I could not have effected easily, however much I tried. I however
accepted this Government only at the united and urgent request of all the people of Malé, The
reason for their so doing is because they could not endure the hardship, the injustice, and the
unlimited eruelty cansed to the people by. my uncle’s son Muhammad Imad-ud-din, and because I am
the lawful heir to rule the Government of the Maldives. I have no other desire or pleasure than that
my State and subjects should be welland happy and with loyal feelings should prosper., Fuarther, I
would state that I confidently undertake the responsibility imposed on me in the concluding part of
Your Excellency’s letter in regard toany injustice or disorder that may be caused here.

Farther, in the second letter I was asked whether it was a fact or not that I had imprisoned my
unele’s son Dori Manipul. In reply, I would state thatitisa pure fabrication and a serions falsehood,
(May God be angry with people Who cause disturbance by telling lies like this.) Assuredly Manduge
Manipul is in his palace in the enjoyment of good health. He is in the same state as he wasg, and
enjoys the same respect as he did formerly, and he visits the houses of his wives, of his mother, and
of his relatives. If proper inquiries are made it can be ascertained in what state he is here, and
the truth can be found out. FKurther, in that letter inquiry was ‘made about the exile of certain
Ministers. In reply to this I would invite Your Excellency's attention to my letter of Tth of Safar,
1321 A.gH., in which I stated as follows :—All officers and Ministers who served under my uncle's
son Mohammad Imad-ud-din are holding their respective cffices and positions under me too, with the
exception of the Third Minister Ahamad Didi Hakra Manik-fan, the Seventh Minister Moosa.Dahara
Takuru-fan,and the Seribe Naiba Tutta, three in number. The people of thiscountry having edrnestly
requested that these should be removed from their offices, and these having been ths primary cause of
the many unjustacts and losses which took place here, they were removed from their ces, and because
the people nrgently requested,and becaunse it ia against thelaws and customs of the Maldives to retain
in this Island people who create disturbances, they were banished to some other islands. :

I honestly and assuredly state that at present there is no disturbance, injustice, or violence here
atall, Iam not one wholikes anything of that kind at any time. I therefore request that the true facts
cor}nected with this change may be ascertained, and that in accordance with justice, the tenets of
religion, and thelaws and customs of the Maldive Islands, I may be accepted as Sultan, and Ipray and
trust Your Excellency’s kindness, favon r, and protection may always be granted to mé and my subjecta.

May Your Excellency enjoy long life and all the pleasures the heart desires. :

Dated the 21st of Safar, 1321 A.H,, which corresponds to the 10th May, 1903,

No. 77.
Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. Weat Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,, E.C.S.I.. to t
Hon, Mr. E. F. im Thurn,C.B., C.M.G. e U

THE situation in the Maldives has been described in my despatch No. 12S.of th : ‘l‘: :
the Secretary of State, who has approved of my subsequent proposalp(sae my telegi-am of zllslzr:\]d:mi())

* See No. 72,
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to depute the Lieutenant-Governor to proceed in n man-of-war to the Maldives with the object—if hig
inquiry proves this to be desirable—of replacing the Sultau in power.

’ It will be observed that [ have made two (I think jnstitiable) ussumptions : (1) ‘I'hat the Sultan
has not been deposed on uccount of maladministration, which would justify such a step ; and (2) .
that his deposition during his absence was the result of the intrigues of a few persons and not the
spontaneous act of the people, and that consequently his restoration will not be resisted.

The Sultan arrivesat Colombo with his bride and suite on LOth instant, anil it has been arranged
that he should leave in a steamer which has been chartered for him on the 14th, so as to arrive at Malé
about twenty-four hours after the Lieutenant-Governor.

It will be left to him to decide whether he takes his bride und all his suite with him, but I
think we should insist on his not taking Mr. Dadabhoy Nusserwanjee. I understand thatthis man is
the cause of most of the Sultan’s difficulties, that he is a bad adviser, and is very unpopular in the
Maldives. Itis, moreover, scarcely decent that the Sultan should have as his principal adviser a
British subject, who continues to annoy us by vexatious litigation.

It is essential that the Sultan should not regard our intervention in his favour as a matter of
course, He should, as a preliminary, be warned that [ regard with grave dissatistaction the state of
things at the Maldives, and that I cannot but attribute the crisis which has occurred to his neglect of
his duties, more especially to his prolonged absence this and last year and the consequent expenditure
of public money... . .

- . Whether or not the British Government interferes to replace him in power depends on the
result of your inquiries at Malé, and on his being ready to give assurance that he will devote himself
in futare to his duties as Ruler. More particularly I must require assurance on the following

points :— :
e (i) That he will not again quit his territory without giving his Government an opportunity
: : of expressing an opinion as to the expediency of his doing so.
(2) That he will grant no trading monopolies or concessions which this Government may
consider injurious to our trade.

(3) That he will give guarantees for the payment of the advances of money, &c., made by
Mr. Noorbhai at the instance of this Government to enable him to return home.

(4) That, as required above, he will leave behind him Mr. Dadabhoy Nusserwanjee, and
that he will notallow this man to return to Malé without previous reference to this

Government.

If the Sultan agrees to these conditions, then it ought to be arranged that he arrives at Maléat
least twenty-four hours atter the Lieutenant-Governor, If he does not agree, then he must dispense
with our assistance. It would be as well, however, in any case to make local inquiry, and the
Lieutenant-Governor should, I think, proceed to Malé, make inquiry before the Sultan arrives, give
good advice, and then leave for Colombo, or remain as a mere onlooker while the Sultan takes his own
measuares for his reinstatement.

Active disorder shonld however be checked, and this can be done by warning those concerned
that it will not be allowed, and holding the leaders personally responsible, arresting them if neces-
sary. Should the Sulian agree to the conditions in question, and should the Lieutenant-Governor's
inquiry absolve him from any misbehaviour which would justify his deposition, then all moral
ussistance possible should be given to him., Whether physical assistance should be given dependson
circumstances. If thereis violence, then personal protection should be offered to the Sultan so far
as the Commander of-the “ Highflyer" may consider to he advisable from his point of view. Whether
violence shounld be met by force with a view of replacing the Sultan in power is another question.
That there should be resistance so great and determined as not to yield to theadvice of the Lieutenant-
Governor or as not to be overawed by the presence of the * Highflyer"” is most improbable,
but if by any chance it does arise, then it proves that there must be a general determination on the
part of the people not to have the Sultan back ; and under these circumstances if we forced him upon
them, we could not leave him without suppors, but should have to maintain him in power. This
would be a most undésirable responsibility, andin such animprobable contingency the best thing the
‘Saltan could do would be to return to Ceylou. The de facto ruler would no doubt pay him an
allowance. In short, it should be understood by the Sultan that the object of the Lieutenant-
Governor's deputation is not necessarily to reinstate him, but to make inquirr, and it should be
explained that the Lieutenant-Governor’s action will depend on the results ot that inquiry.

I should be inclined—but the Lieutenant-Governor will exercise his discretion—on arrival to
send for the Regent and ascertain from him the state of affairs. If the Regentis notallowed to come
I would visit him under proper escort, more with a view of impressing the people than for the
purpose of protection. Then I wouid send for the nsurper, and (the previous inquiry having had
satisfactory results) warn him that he must on the arrival of the Saltan submit and beé for forgive-
ness, otherwise (or perhaps in any case) the Saltan should be advised to exile him., He and others
doomed to the same fate might return in the steamer which brings the Sultan to Malé. Butthe Sultan
must make-arrangements at his own expense for their subsistence in Ceylon or to whatever other
place they may be deported. The Lascars, who form the Prastorian Guard, should also be dealt with,
The Commandant and other officers appear to have been traitors. If 80, the Sultan might be
encouraged to exile them, Ewvenfually it may be desirable to disband the whole Guard, ®

The condition of the finances should be curefully examined, and also the existence ot any
undesirable monopolies and concessions injurious to trade,

Finally, the Sultan should be warned that if he cannot maintain himself in power, once that
we huve replaced him there, he must not expect further assistance from us. i

A good honest interpreter is very necessary, and if one cannot be found, then two interpreters
representing the rival parties, and consequently watching each other, will be the next best. A clerk
who anderstands accounts will also be necessary. -

I recommend the Lientenant-Governor to read Mr, Taylor’s report of his visii to the Maldives.

May 10, 1903, WEST RIDGEW.AY,



157

THE MALDIVE [SLANDS. 71

No. 78.

Governor cthe Right Hon. Sir J. WEST RIDGEWAY, G.C.M.G,, K.C.B., K.C.8.L, to
the Hon. Mr. E. F, im Thurn, C.B., C.M.G.

THESE letters® make the position clearer. Definite charges have been brought against the
Sultan, and the Lieutenant-Governor will inquire into their truth, If they are substantiated, and if
the Lieutenant-Governor finds that the people are strongly opposed to the reinstatement of the Sultan,
then I do not think that we should be justified in forcing himn upnn them, In that case it wounld be
best to make some arrangement according to which the Sultan might receive some snitable allowance
from the new Government. Reasonable debis coutracted by him when Sultan should be met by
the State. .

Possibly the charges are not true ; there may be no general opposition to his reinstatement. In
this case it may be desirable that he should exile the usurper. But there should be a careful inquiry
into the financial sitnation, and the Sultan should give guarantees that he will restrict bis own
expenditure within reasonable limits., In short, there should be a Civil List and a Public Treasury,

Inquiry should be made as to the monopolies and concessions which have been made by the
Sultan, and the question whether they should be accepted by us reserved for consideration. E

I fear that the inquiry into, and the settlement of, these questions will take at luast a week, and
even then it may be necessary to leave behind Mr. Scott or some other officer to see the settloment
worked into effect. If so, arrangements might be made with Mr. Noorbhai for the detention of his
steamer,

If the usurper is recognized, it shoald be distinctly understood that he is recognized not
because of his supposed superior hereditary claims, but because the present Sultan has by
maladministration forfeited the allegiance of his people.

May 13, 1903. WEST RIDGEWAY.

No. 79.

The Hon, Mr, E, F, im Thurn, C.B., C.M.G., to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G,, K.C.B,, K.C.8.1.

Colombo, May 21, 1903.

YoUR EXCELLENCY,—IN submitting the attached general account of our recent visit to the
Maldives there are a few special conclusions and recommendations which I should like to put
before you.

By the agreement of 1887 between the Maldivian and the Ceylon Governments, it was arranged
that the recognition by the Governor of Ceylon should be necessary to the full institution of each
new Sultan of the Maldives. But the Ceylon Government undoubtedly desires to act in this in
conformity with Maldivian law and custom. Such custom, as far as the succession to the Sultanate
is concerned, seems certainly to be that a dying Sultan nominates his successor, that such a nominee
has to be approved also by the Ministers acting for the people, and that it is only after these stages
that the nominee would be submitted for recognition by the Governor of Ceylon. I am, however,
also satisfied that it is good custom that where the nominee is under age a Regent may be appointed
by the Ministers, and should be approved by the Ceylon Government.

- The course of events which immediately followed the death of the Sultan Nur-ud-din in 1892
seems to have been a3 follows :—Sums-ud-din, the son of the Nur-ud-din, was probably nominated by
his father, and was at any rate accepted by the Ministers ns the lawinl heir. He was, however, under
age, and consequently bis cousin Inal-ud-din wns accorling to ensiom put in as temporary Regent.
Imad-ud-din, according to custom, announced to Ceylon his appointment ; but, whether intentionally
or unintentionally, left it doubtful whether he was to be regarded as temporary Regent or permanent
Sovereign, The Ceylon Government failed to realize the nicety of the point, and, assuming that
Imad-ud-din was intended to be actually and permanently Sultan, formally recognized him as such.

The Maldivians, never realizing that Imad-ud-din was more than Regeut during the minority of
Sams-nd-din, in 1897, 1899, and again in 1900, urged in one way and another that Imad-ud-din should at
last give place to Sams-ud-din. On each of these occasions the Ceylon Government, still failing to
realize the true counstitutional position of Imad-ud-din, upheld him as actnal Sultan.

There can howerver, I think, be little doubt that according to Maldivian custom Sams-ud-din is
the rightful heir ; and it is for us to consider whether we should retreat from the false position into
which we have inadvertently stepped and should at last recognize Sams-ud-din, or whether we should
insist on maintaining Imad-ud-din on the throne.

Fortunately, however, recent circumstances have given us a good reason for acknowledging
the rightful heir without entering into too elaborate explanations of the mistake under which we
have so long withheld from him that recognition.

The absence of Imad-ud-din in Egypt gave Sams-ud-din, who was undoubtedly acting in this
in complete accord with almost all the Ministers and the Maldivian people, an opportunity to tale
possession of the palace and the power,

The Maldivians say that a Sultan only continues to reign over them so long as he is in accord
with the views of his Ministers ; and whether this constitutional point can or cannot be maintained
it seems to me at least certain that the Maldivian party, who are practically unanimous in this, have
sufficient grounds for removing Imad-ud-din from the Regency in the acts of maladministration
which tiinley allege against Imad-ud-din.

These alleged acts are, according to them, of three classes: (1) s uandering of the i
revenue ; (2) relin%‘;ishment of all real power to his brothers-in-in(w), agd more egspeci:lllly.lé’:lﬁ;g
foreign adventurer Dadabhoy ; and (3) cruelty to his Maldivian subjects. As regards this Jast point
I find no evidence. It is possible, and even probable, that Dadabhoy and the brothers-in-law were’
harsh in their methods of extracting contributions from the Maldivians, but I greatly doubt whether
any charge of personal cruelty will lie against Imad-ud-din himself. The charge of squandering the
revenue is much more fally mads out in many passages of the annexed general report. As to the

* See Nos. 78, 74, and 37,
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ini ere can be absolutely no doubt that most of the recent troubles in.the
R?:?S‘iﬁzzghzl;:rgg’ei :.?J:i::loitt]:ntirely due to the fact that all real power has been allowed to fall into
the hands of Dadabhoy and the Sultan Imad-ud-din’s brothers-in-law. ‘ ) _
Bnt after all the strongest ground for appeal to Your Excellency for reconsileration of the .
decision not to recogrize Sams-ud-din lies in thealmoat complate unanimity 'vmh which the Maldiviang
urge it. This nnanimity may,I believe, easily be made even greater tha:_:a itis. Twa of Sanlls-..udzdln!,
prfncipal supporters are Abdulla Didl, who is the brother of Ibr_ahirq Didi, and Ahamed Didi, Who {g
the gon of Ibrahim Didi, I need hardly remind you that Ibrahim Didi is the fo_rmer Prime Ml_mata;
of the Sultan Imad-ud.-din, but has now been living in exile for some years in Ceylon. His twg
relatives, whom I have just named, are well dispased towards the Sultan S'\ms-ugl-dm, and are trusted by
him. Iﬂdeed. there sevms to be migrowing friendly feeling bet ween the Maldivians unde.r S'ams-ud,dm,
including Mohammed Didi on the one side and Ibrahim Didi on the other, The Maldivians seem to
realize that Ibrahim Didi is the cleverest of their nation ; that,though he formerly was somewhat tag
advanced in his views, he has by his banishment paid fot this ; and that there is 0OW no reason why he
shounld not return, so far as he wishes to do so, to Malé. Even Mohazpmed Didi, the rival Prima
Minister, would, I believe, be in favonr of this. A very strong and united Maldivian party would
thus be formed, and one which would be entirely in ‘our interests. o L
Finally, as to the disposal of Imad-ud-din, I am quite aatlsﬁled that the Maldwmns will give to
him the allowance and entertainment which according to Maldivian custom is his dus as a Royal
Prince; and I think the fact that he has recently prepared for himself a large and rather splendid
private house in Malé strongly points to the fact that he has foreseen the time coming for his
retirement into private life.

EVERARD i THURN,

Enclosure No. I in No. 79.
REPORT on my Visit to Malé in the Maldive Islands in H.M.S. Highflyer.

I LEFT Colombo in H.M.S. Highflyer at 3 P.M. on Thursday, May 14. After we were on
board and the anchor already partly raised I was handed a letter, which I attach, from Sulta:n
[mad-ud-din,in which he gives a list of the Maldivians whom he thinks still loyal to him, abont ten in
number, also a list of those swhom he considers the chief rebels, sixteen in number, and he suggests,
firat, that we should deport these rebels, in which case he believes the people will coma back to him; '
and secondly, that the Ceylon Government should supply him with about two dozen European pollce
officers as a bodyguard, he paying their expenses. This latter suggestion, which is ha;dly worth even
consideration, is important as indicating the Sultan’s belief, of which he has already given manyother
indications, that he cannot without our forcible assistance keep himself on the throne, even if we put
bhim back.

At daybreak on Saturday, 16th May, we were in sight of some of the Maldivian atolls to the
north of Malé, and running south we passed between 8 and 9 4.3, into the Malé Atoll by the channel
to the north of the Island of the same name, and came to anchor opposite the town. This channel is
considerably longer and no safer than thé channel to the south of the Island, by which we eventually
passed vut of the atoll. The facts are not quite accurately shown on the charts, but Captain Christian
proposes to report on this to the Admiral, . .

Very soon after we had come to anchor a boatload of Maldivian officials came alongside, but 1
refused to see any of them until I had made my own arrangements. I at once sent the Mudaliyars
Burr and Buksh on shore to summon Dorre Manippul, the brother of the Sultan Imad-ud-din, and the
man who had been left as Regent when the Sultan started for Egypt, and also Mohammed Didi, the
well-known so-called Prime Minister.

As far as I' can make out no title corresponding to that of Prime Minister is recognized ir.
Maldivian affairs, and the term appears to be one which we oursslves have introduced, and have
applied to that official who at the moment happened to exercise the greatest gway. "Ibrahim Didi and
Mohammed Didi, who each in turn have figured as Prime Minister, have I believe only been each
in turril the official exercising at the moment the most important influence in Maldivian affairs

enerally,
o There seems to have been some little difficulty in arranging for the Regent Dorre Manippul
to come out to see me. But he and Mohammed Didi eventually arrived together not very long after
the hour T had appointed, which was 10.30 4.,

With Captain Christian in the Admiral’s cabin on the “ Highflver” I first interviewed the
ezx-Regent, He made an impression far from favourable npon us. Heisa miserable-looking man,
apparently absolately devoid of initiative, He told me that he had been to Mecca with his brother,
the Sualtan Imad-ud-din, but was left at Mald as Regent when Imad-ud-din started for Egypt. He was
appointed Regent in the pressnce of all the prineipal men except Sams-ud-din, who hardly came out

11th March when, he(the Regent) being away from the palace, Sams-ud-din walked in and proclaimed
himself Sultan. Since that period the Regent said that he had been living in his own house
allowed to go freely about. to visit his relations, and was given the usual subsistence allowance of g
Royal Prince, and he admitted that the only way in which he had suffered any hardship at the hands
of the ascendant party was that he had, a8 he mors than once put it, “ lost hisrespect.” He said that
he would not be allowed to leave the Island, and would not be allowed to go about within the Island
with any following of men. As regards the officials who had been under him as Regent, he could
not say that any of them had been ill-treated, but had heard that f
the palace, It afterwards appeared that these two, thus supposed
two off:he;dé::;enft{s of }i;malcxl-ud-dillld‘iho bad been banished from the Island. .
asted the Regent what would happen if the Sultan Imad-ud-din ecame back, i

if l:e came back in 2 man-of-war the Maldivians would allow him to land, but'otherw]iisz I;?:pel_v,l'eggll:ladb
not, and that the people wounld not allow him to remain on the throne unlessthe British Government
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kept him there by force. He sdded, however, that the pec)ple. would never have sided agrinst
Imad-ud-din if people had not come from Colombo (and he especially mentioned Ahmed Didi, son
of Ibrahim Didi) and stirred them up to take sides with Sams-ud-din. He said that, besides himegelf,
the-only people now on the Island who would side with Imad-ud-din were Mohammed Didi and
Dorre Hakara Manik-fan. All the others had been banished.

I asked, with reference to the complaints which Lad been made against Imad-ud-din, what
money or treasure Imad-ud-din had taken when he started for Egypt. He said that he had taken
Rs. 20,000 in gold and silver, and a very large lump of ambergris, which had been found just before
that time. He said that ambergris was worth Ras. 20 for each rupee weight of the stuff, und that-any
ambergris that was found was regarded as the property of the Sultan, the finder being only rewarded
by a present of three waistcloths and one handkerchief. I shall enter into further details as to the
Saltan's rights over treasure which might be considered to be the property of the State, He also told
me that the ordinary monetary allowance to the Sultan was Rs. 550 a month, but that in addition to
this he got support in kind to any necessary extent.

Aslked about what became of the Customs monéy—in other words, of the principal revenue of
the State—Ne said it was always taken straight from the Custom House to the palace and deposited
in a separate room, the lceys of which were generally kept by four officials, who acted as Treasurers.
Latterly, however, in Imad-ud-din's time, the keys had been lept only by Tuttu Ali Didi, the brother-
in-law of Imad-ud-din. The Regent said that after Imad-ud-din had taken the Rs. 20,000 for his
Egyptian journey there was another Rs. 20,000 left in the Treasury. He afterwards, however,
corrected this to Rs. 10,000. He said that there never had heen jewellery or treasare of much value
in the Treasury, but only quites little. He did not kmow that Imad-ud-din had taken away any
jewellery with him. He had not sent any more money from the Treasury to Tmad-ud-din in Egypt,
bat he had sent Hukara Manik-fan to Colombo to borrow Rs. 20,000 under a power of attorney which
he held from [mad-ud-din, and this money had been sent to Imad-ud-din in Egypt.

Finally, I asked him abour the alleged flogging of Maldivians after their return from trading
in Ceylon, He did not deny the fact, but said it was the custom of the country. It is perhaps
worth noting here that the man whom the Ceylon Government employs in Colombo as Maldivian
Interpreter appears to make up for the fact that he gets no pay from us by vxtortion from Maldivian
iraders, which he enforces by reporting to the Maldives such of these traders as will not submit to
extortion, with the result that they are flogged on their return home, ;

After dismissing the Regent we nextinterviewed Mohammed Didi, the so-called Prime Minister,
butwhose real office appearsto be Commander-in-Chief, or Ramia Bandari Kalik-fan. Mobammed Didi
said that he had held the same office under Imad-ud-din, and consented to stop on at the special request
of Sams-ud-din, In the frankest possible way hesaid thathe did not much mind who was Saltan, as
long as he himself remained in power, because his one wish was to prevent bloodshed. He had no-
ill-feeling towards Imad-ud-din, whose personal appearance and qualities tended to male him a good
Sultan, but in his reigning capacity Imrd-ud-din was quite inefficient, and had latterly entrusted the
whole power to his brother-in-law, Tuttu Ali Didi, Hakara Manik-tan and to Dadabhoy. He said that
it was impossible that Imad-nd-din could regain the throne, but if he would live quietly and not troubls
the Sultan Sams-ud-lin, the Ministers would see that he got support adequate to his position asan ex-
Sultan. Mohammed Didi further said that if the British Government put Imad-ud-din back in the
palace the Maldivians could not prevent it, and he did not think that they would make any disorder ;
they would certainly do no murder, but-might inflict grievous injury; and it was quite certain that
they would not recognize Imad-ud-din as Sultan. The Lascoreen Guards wers entirely in favonr of
the Sultan Sams-ud-din, and had sided with nearly all the high officinls of the Island in putting
Sams-ud-din in power.

This ¢losed my private interview with Mohammed Didi. He appears to me to be a good-natured
tellow, with eonsiderable common sense, but quite simple and without craft or cleverness enongh to
intrigue.

After the close of these interviews with the Regent and Mohammed Didi I sent word to
ch? Sultan Sams-ud-din that we would land at 4 P.¥,, and would expect to be received by him at the
palace.

At 4 o'clock I went on shore with Captain Christian and several of his officers, but without a
guard, and was received at the jetty by a procesgion of all the Ministers, a selection of the Lascoreen
Guard, and some tom-tom beaters. We went up to the palace, which is a building of a better kind
and much more substantial than I had expected, and were received by Sames-ud-din,

The usurper is a considerably younger man than the Sultan Imad-nd-din, and impressed me
muach ‘more favourably. He replied very briefly to my questions and did not speak muck, but what-
ever he did say seemed to be on his own initiative and not to be prompted by his Ministers or any
reigning favourite, In this he differs greatly from Imad-ud-din.

He admitted that he had taken the opportunity of Imad-ud-din’s absence to turn out the
Regent and take possession of the throne, But he asserted, as he has done all along, that he himself
is the rightful heir to the ghrone, und that all the Ministers and all the chief men of the place went
with him and supported him in taking possession, and that,even if the recognition by the British
Government of Imad-ud-din as Sultan had been obtained without fravd, it was certain that
Imad-ud-din’s maladministration and cruelty to the people had forfeited his right to continue on the
throne. Sams-ud-dinsaid thathe did not wish himself to talk of the offences of Imad-ud-din, who was
his uncle'’s son, but that the Ministers would tell me all about it. He made a great point Bf havine
done all with the free <co-operation of the’ Ministers and the people. He fully admitted that the
recognition of Imad-ud-din by the British Government was a hard thing for the Maldiviang to get
over, and was sure that_ the British Governmaent, if it inquired into and ascertained the facts ag to
e : 3 1d no longer
continae to support the late Sultan. I asked him to name the complaj i w01-1 A E
said, first, squandering of the hoarded revenne of the State ; secondgy lf:it!s?ggaﬁigﬁmgg ?];i dm‘d' e
the State during his absence from the Maldives by giving power of at;;orney Whichyhe hag LIenIL ﬁf
to give without the co-operation of the Ministers ; and thirdly, his handing ’himself over bnci) e
soul, to his brochers-in-law and to Dadabhoy. This latter offence. he said, had by itself ’d"o i
the Maldivians that they would never 2gain accept Imad-ud-din as Sultan. I'{heneas;(;d]&vphl::!s}eld
bhi?ghots,woum happen if we put Imad-ud-din back into the palace, to which he replied that he -di—g
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not suppose that the people would vesist, but that they certainly would not recognize_as Sultan the
man in the palace. In reply to further questions he assured me, however, that if Imad-ud-din came
back to live at Malé or remained in Ceylon, not as Sultan but as a Royal Prince, he would receive
from the State the allowance and support due to that rank, I then spoke of certain debts which
Imad-ud-din while Sultan had incurred, the responsibility for which, I said, I thought the State
should takeover. Sams-ud-dininquired what these debts were,and whether,if Imad-ud-din should say
that he owed large sums to his brother-in-law or to Dadabhoy, I meant that the State should accept
that sort of liability. I said ‘“no,” but that I knew that Imad-ud-din had, for instance, borrowed
money to bring him back from Suez to Colombo and on to Malé, and that that debt, which was
incurred while he was still Sultan,should be paid by the State. Hereupon Sams-ud-din for almost the
only time during that interview consulted his Ministers, and with their assent promised tbat this
debt shounld be paid, and that they would look into the accounts of any other debts and arrange to
pay such as were justly due, Finally, I said that I wished to speak on Monday to as many of the
people of Malé and the surrounding islands as could be got together, and that I eapecially wanted to
see the Lascoreens. Sams-ud-din promised that all should be called together., The interview then
closed.

Captain Christian and I used the rest of that and each other afternoon in wandering about the
town, always accompanied by a great crowd of most courteous people, who never tired of answering
the innumerable questions we asked of them. And in this way we elicited a good deal of information,
not only as to the general state of the place, but more especially as to their feelings about the
authorities over them.

The town of Malé occupies practically the whole island, which is rather less than one square
mile in extent; it is surrounded by an elaborate wall of coral stone,—built, we were assured, * when
Malé was at war with all the other nations,” before the British tool Ceylon—and manned by
innumerable old guns. The streets are laid out more or less at right angles, are wide and uniform,
and run between compounds, ench of which is secluded within a cadjan fence, and is so thickly
planted with cocoanut and other fruit and flowering trees that the whole island, as seen from the seu.
looks lilkre an uninhabited jungle, except just by the landing-place, where the Sultan's palace towers
up behind the fort wall, and where also, just outside these walls, there is a thick outcrop of
tin-roofed boutiques kept by Bombay and other merchants.

Away from the boutiques and within the residential part of the town the whole place is kept in
order, which might give a lesson to many much mors civilized places. The sireets are as tidy as
could well be, and evil smells are upparently quite nnknown. A few of the houses, those of the
Ministers and npper classes, are substantial and good in an Eustern sort of way, and it is significant
that the houses of the Court favourites of the Sultan Imad-ud-din, and perhaps most especially the,
private house of Imad-ud-din himself, are even luxurious beyond all the others.

Mosques with much really good carved work in coral stone and with some good fretted
metal work abound, and (a less satisfactory feature) so do graveyards and tombstones, which crop
ount almost as abundanily as eannon all over the place.

'The water supply is provided partly by catching rain water in large chatties, partly by stone-
lined holes—they are not wells—in the gardens and streets, and partly, curiously enough, by the
importation of water from Colombo.

The next day, Sunday, we spent partly in cruising about among the coral reefs and partly in
again wandering about in Malé. - %

On Sunday night and Monday morning a great many characteristic Maldivian boats, with
curiously interesting mat sails, came in from the surrounding islands. On Monday morning I did
gome diving on the coral reefs and received a few visitors from the shore, and in the afternoon a
gr?at gathering was held in the large grass courtyard within the fort and immediately under the
palace.

A guard of 100 marines and bluejackets from the “Highflyer " with their band was landed
and lined one side of the ground ; the other side was lined by the Lascoreen Guard, which means
practically the whole male population of Malé Island, and by the men from the outer islands,
Boys and even a foew women were ranged on the old walls round the courtyard, and the high tower
of the palace was filled by the female attendants of the Sultan’s harem.

When Captain Christian and I landed, after all these arrangements had been made, we crossed
the ground from the direction of the sea, received the salute, and passed on to the big-roofed gate-
way which leads into the palace premises. Here wo were met by the Sultan Sams-ud-din in a
gorgeous robe of green satin with gold embroidery, with two Eastern umbrellas, and by the late
Regent Dorre Manippul, with one umbrella, supplied by Messra. Cargills, and conspicuously
guaranteed to last for two years, and also by a large crowd of all the prinei pal inhabitants of the
place, IH:;e gre :tOIOd arid c;ngerred for about an hour and a half. :

0 the first place, I asked the ez-Regent to point out to me some wh i
the adherents of Imad-ud-din, and might bga expec?ed to speak for him. Butolgllrg{-gtl\})alli.ﬁ:l‘idﬁoﬁlﬁ
not prodt}ce one to siand by him, Iled him formally along the whole line of Lascoreens and of
other natives,and used some entreaty to those who might be Imad-ud-din’s men to Jeclare themselves.
Bat the result was either dead silence or a suppressed shout for Sams-ud-din, We returned to the
ggteway :{.lnd through the Interpreter pressed the Regent to name the men of his party, even though
;$£!?;;%dtbr‘;c;bﬁb:e?resant ; and we counted u? this party, and fonnd that, including the Regent, it

I then had a long talk with the leaders of the people generally, the Sultan Sams-ud-din stand;
by, but intervening hardly at all. The first point on which I sought and obtained an expressiﬁf ?J%
opinion was the real constitutional position of Imad-ud-din in the opinion of the natives, In the
result they said, and I have no doubt that they spok truly, that Imad-ud-din was originallyappointed
by the Ministers to be only Regent during the minority of him whom A
heir, that is to say,Sams-ud-din; and that it was only theunexpected S g?rI i dﬂsctl' ]
Ceylon Government as actual Sultan, not merely as tempor]:,r Re entg thag?;o tlga -ud-din by the
possess(ilng th%throne which was really and legally his. ik %k Bamusnddin. from

‘Am no means certai -ud-di i i i
0 o e L e A bt o e of 51 gagon, 109
much surprised as any one to find himgelf acknowledged as actual Sultﬁn.), T IS e T 0
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Why then, I then asked, was the recognition of Imad-ud-din as actual Sultan acqui‘escad in I'Jy
the people? The auswer—and it is an answer which was given me on several occasions and in
different connections—was thai the Maldivians were bound by the decision of the British

ronment, ! (i i
W Why then, I next asked, did they take advantage of the absence of Imad-ud:d{nlto oust him
gud put in Sams-ud-din ? They were unanimous that it was because of Imad-ud-din’s maladminis-
tration. I asked for details, and they replied by quoting the offences which I was by that time
almost tired of hearing alleged against Imad-nd-din—-—extravaganc.e, fnvoun_tiam to his own relations
and to Dadabhoy, the power of attorney absolutely unconstitutionally given, cruelty, and so on.
They, however, now in some cases gave me greater details than before. Their account of the
depletion of the Treasury, not only of money but of jewsllery, on the departure of Imad-ud-din to
Mecca and Egypt agreed fairly well with that which had been given me by the sz-Regent, except
that the Ministers declared that there had been taken away much more in the shape of jewellery
than the ez-Regent had admiited. The story of the ambergris, with t'ha dlﬁqrenca tha't it
should have been the property of the State, but was used by Imad-ud-din for his own private
purposes, came practically in the same words from the Ministers as it had froxp the ex-Regqnt.
The Ministers, however, now gave me details of two of Imad-ud-din's alleged mlsdeegl, of wh_wh
I had before heard only vaguely. One of these concerned the Island of Maduwari, 120 miles
from Malé, the revenues of which are said always to have bewn assigned for the maintenance of the
Mohammedan religion, until Imad-ud-din recently seized upon them and delivered them over to
Dadabhoy. The other was as to a breakwater at Malé, for which Imad-ud-din levied contributions
sald to have amounted in all to between nine and ten thousand rupees, which contributions he
had spent on his own purposes. L .

It being by this time evident that there was practically absolute unanimity against the return
of Imad-ud-din as Sultan, [ pointed to the gateway leading from the courtyard to the harbour, and
asked what they would do if Imad-ud-din, as was quite possible, camein at that moment, and with the
bluejackets and marines behind him marched into the palace and was put in possession there and
Sums-ud-din turned out. They replied, us before, that if Imad-ud-din was put in by the British
Government, that which must be, must be. Ther declined to enter into explanationa. as to what
would happen after we and the bluejackets had gone, except that for the sake of politeness they
rather indicated that there might possibly be no disturbance. .

I then entered once more, but with the whole crowd this time, into the question of what they
would do for Imad-ud-din if—and I laid stress on the factthatit was vet but a possibility—the Ceylon
Government consented to acquiesce in their adoption of Sams-ud-din as Sultan. They usked a good
many questions, but they never really wavered from the position that if Imad-ud-din, when depoged, d}d
not make mischief in the State and did not cause trouble to the reigning Sultan they would give him
the support of a Royal Prince. I asked if they would do this whether Imad-ud-din lived in Malé or at
Colombo, and they said " yes.”” Itold them thatI had heard that Imad-ud-din had taken an Egyptian
lady as his wife, at which there was an outburst of ejaculation, **God knows,” they cried, “ we
have not yet seen her.”

(I may here mention that later in the evening, during our stroll through the town, I was
assured by several of the Ministers attending us that Imad-ud-din had spent a lac of rupees on this
wedding, and that he had contracted with his wife not to bring her to Malé, but to buy a house
for her at Colombo at a cost of Rs. 50,000, and to support her there as the Sultana of the Maidives. I
could not ascertain that this local view of the contract was founded on anything better than hearsay,
but from something which came to my eyes just before I left Colombo I shall not be surprised to
ind that it is substantially correct.)

I finally closed the long palaver by decluring that it was not for me to recognize either
Imud-nd-din or Sams-ud-din as Sultan, that I had come only to inquire, and that I should now retarn
to Ceylon and tell the Governor the views of the Maldjve people, which, as I understood, were that
though they were propared to acquiesce in his decision they all with one aceord wished him now to
put Sams-ud-din on the Sultan’s throne. I turned to Sams-ud-din and, after causing thislast statement
to he carefully interpreted tohim, told him that he and his Ministers bad written various letters to the
Governor asking for his recognition of the new state of things, thut I knew that these letters had
not been definitely answered, that the Governor had not answered them because he wished first to
ascertain the wishes of the Maldive people, but that I had no doubt that they would now soon receive
a full and final answer to their request. I also told them all that it had been arranged that the
Sultan Imad-ud-din should arrive at Mald soon after the arrival of the *“ Highflyer,” that as they saw
Imad-ud-din had not putin an appearance, that I did not know the reagon for this, that we should leave
for Colombo early nexs morning, that we might meet him on the way, in which case I should
certainly speak to him and tell him what I had done ut Malé, or that I might not meet him until we
reached Colombo, bus that in any case, if Imad-ud-din arrived now, orat any other time at Malé, they
were to remember their promise to me, and were to treat him courteously and as a member of the
Royal Family. Once again they promised to do this.

i With my party I then marched off the ground taking a formal salute from the bluejackets
and marines, and walked slowly down the long line of natives who had come together from the
whole of the Malé Atoll. As we passed down the line they all raised their arms over their heads
and cried out the name of Sams-ud-din. The guard then returned to the ship, and Captain Christian
and I took our usual evening walk round Mala,

The chief difﬁqult.y which now presented itself to us was what to do in view of the fact that
the Sultan Imad-ud-din had not put inanappearance. He was to have left Colombo in the ss. Ileafes
about fifteen hours after our departure. This had been arranged under the idea that he would thus
reach Malé about twenty-foar hours atter us,and after we had time to prepare the people for hisarrival.
A very short conversation with Captain Christian as to the relative speeds of the “ Highflyer " and
r.he’ “Ileafee ” showed me there had been a serious miscalculution. Still the “ Ileafee " should have
arrived on Sunday evening, or at latest on Monday morning, but there was as yet no sign of her, On
the other hand, the Admiral had been very insistent that the “ Highfiyer  should be back at Trinco-
malee by Thursday, the 21st May, and this could only be done by the ship's leavifig Malé that same
'Monday evening., Under the circumstances, however, Captain Christian kindly consented to wait till
Tuesday morning, and undertook, in case the * Ileafes ” was sighted by 8 A, to wait still lopger
until I had an opportunity of an adequate interview with Imad-ud-din, ' w8l
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But.on Tuesday morning there wus still. no sign. of the * Ileafee,” and at 8 A.3. the anchor of the
* Highflyer" was hoisted and we steamedt out. of the utoll and started for Colombo. The. Captain
kindly undertook to keep a man at the masthead on the lookout for the “ Ileafee” and if we sighted
her that I should have an opportunity of going on board. We, however, never sighted her..

Before we left Malé the morming of the 19th. May the Ministers paid us a final visit of a very
friendly nature. They brought with them presents of fresh meat and other stores for the ship,,
whieh were accepted. They also brought.a considerable number of presents from Sums-ud-din for
myself. But these I rejected with. as little offence as possible.. .

I teok theopportunity of leaving a letter in Tamil for Imad-ud-din should he still arrive. The
Ministers with. whom I left it sutisfied me that they would deliver it, and assured me of their own
accord that Sams-ud-din, since my palaver of the previousday, had given.them allinstructions to geon
board to receive Imad-ud-din, if he arrived, with all courtesy and to conduet him to his own house. I
am satisfied that we latt matters in such train that.Imad-ud-din, if he returns. to Malé, will be aullowed.
free uccess to. his house and property, and will be properly treated. L could not help feeling that it.
was 2 pity that Imad-nd-din bad not arrived while we were there, but. it was quite clear to me that no
good: would be effected by any of us remaining there longer.

During our stay at Mulé Mr. Joseph, the Audit Office Clerk whom I took with. me, lived on
shove. The Government Maldivian Interpreter, whom I brought from Colombo, I did not allow on
shore, except in my owin company, as by his own account and that of the Maldivians he is sor hated
because of his dealings with Maldiviaus visiting Ceylon that. he is not safe in his own country.
I strongly recommend that, if possible, some new means of effecting such interpretations of the
Maldivian langnage as we may require should, be srranged.

From the conversation of the people with the Mudaliyars on shore and with ourselves. during
our walks in Malé I pieked up a good deal of information of a.valuable kind.

As regards Mr. Joseph, such official books:and accounts as exist. were, by order of Sams-ud-din,
freely put at his dispesal. It appears, however, that no books as regards transactions previous. to the
recent coup d'élat by Sams-ud-din exist,and except that Imad-ud-din is alleged to know what beeame
of them, we procured no information as to them. Mr. Joseph's. report is attached. In theimain it
corroborates variousstatements which had been.made to me by Sams-ud-din and his. Ministers, and also
the few facts of a.financial character which I had been able to extract from the late Regent Dorre
Mauippul, A list of the Ministers and leading men, drawn up by Barr Mudaliyar, is appended to. Mr.
Joseph's report. A note by Barr Mudaliyar is.also attached.

I also attach, with Captain Christian's consent, a copy of a very excellent report ow the
general state of Malé, drawn up for Admiralty intelligence purposes by Lieut.-Colonel Willis in

- command of the Marines on the * Highflyer.”
EVERARD 1t THURN,

May 20, 1903.

Sub-Enclosure Nov I i Enclosurs No. 1 in No. 79,
His Highness the Sultan of the Maldive Islands to His Bxcellency the Lientenant-Governor,
. Colombo, May 14, 1903.

S1R,—I HAVE the honour to send: herewith for Youwr Excellency’s informuation, as arranged by
me ut.oar interview on the 12th instant, the names of such of my Ministers and officers. who have
beer banished by the usurper on ascount of their loyalty to me. They are as follows :—.

¢1) Naib Tatwe, Chief Justice.
(2y Ahmed Didi Hakra Manik-fun.
(3) Dhara Takra-fan,
(4) Fandi Takra-fan.
(5) Marjan Mohammed Kalig-fan.
(6) Takandu Isafuln,
(7Y Mandu Edru Dommaniku,
(8) Ramfulu Husein Maniklku,
(9) Kala Ali Husein Manilkku,

€10y Tulusda Dor Mohammadu.

The following are the names of soms of the leading rebels, among whom are comprised some of
my old Ministers and officers :— '

(1) Hassan Didi, Velana Manik-fan, who is the prime mower of the revolt.

¢2) Mohammed Didi, sen of the above said.

¢3) Mafat Takra.fan,

4) Mafat Kilega-fan.

%5) Kateab- 8idi.

(6) Abdul Maiid, son of Ibrahim Didi.

(7) Galorge Mohammed Didi, brother of Ibrahim Didi.

(3) Butcha Don Tutu.

(9) Kondikoya,

{10) Modi Kalig-fan Dom Manniku.
(11) Tuta Futu.
Besides the above, there are about five or six men who had been banished by me s - ye

who have been recalled by the usurper. Their names are.as follows :— v SRR

(1) Ahmed Didi, sor of Ibrahim Didt,

(2) Abdulla Didt, brother of Thrahim Didi.

(3) Numara Gandvar Manipulu,

(1) Don Manikluge Ismail Didi.

(5) Don Sikka Didt,

In this connection I may mention that it is desirable for me to have a bodyguard consisti

o & oo
.}t!:n]c;ut two é{izen European police officers. Ishould be most grateful to His Exce{lgency the élgilé:-?u:f
if he would let me have the.above number of men from the Caylon Police Forge, and keep them with

me till order is restored. The expenses of the bodygu [ thei i 5
r ‘ . ard and th u
me. This matter, howsver, I must leavs to His Exggllency’g discift?gl[:rws it Uity
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I bave: heard from Malé, per ss. Violet, which arrived yesterday, that. the people. are
frightened into submission by the terror of the rebel Ministers ag.d. Officers, about a dezen of
them, and if they are removed from the scene the whole population will come. to. greet me.

Mohammed Didi, my late Prime Minister, and Ismail Didi, alse my Minister, have written to
me a letter, which I beg to enclose herewith for your informatien, and as I have‘ no fime to send.a
translation of it, Your Excellency may have it translated for your information., They promise their
allegiance to me with several others in that. letter. Fliras &

ve, &e.,.

MUHAMMAD IMADWYD-DIN,
Sultan of the Maldives.

Sub-Enclosure No. 2 i Enclosure No. 1 in No, 79,
The Hon. the Lieatenant-Governor to His Highness the Sultan of the 3faldives.
Cupy of Letter dated May 19, 1903, left at Malé for the Sultan Imad-ud-din..

WITH all greetings to Your Highness, I have to inform you that after due i'nquiry ut'Malé ata
general assembly of the people I have satisfied myself that the Maldivian people with one voice refuse
any longer to recognize Your Highness as their Sultan, though they promise that they will provide
you with the support to which us a Prince of the Sultan’s family you are entitled, L )

I have waited at Malé until this morning in the hope of your arrival, but as it is impossible to
detain the Admiral's flagship the « Highfiyer ” longer, I leave this letter to advise you to return for a

short time to Colombo.
EVERARD 1M THURN,
Lieutenant-Governor of Ceylon.

Sub-Enclosure No. § in Enclosure No. 1 in No. 79,
Mr. J. Joseph to the Hon. the Lieutenant-Governor.

As fnstrmeted by the Lientenant-Governor I called upon the Prime Minister Mohammed Didi,
who dirscted the other Ministers to place the necessary books at my disposal and render me all
assistance. I accordingly visited the Kachcheri in company with the Mudaliyars and gleaned the
following information.

The revenue from all sources both in cask and kind is collected at the Kachcheri, which is
presided over by four otficers, who take turns. The revenue received in cash is chiefly made up- of
export duties and rents, of which a careful and detailed account is kept. The receipts in kind, which
are golely on account. of import duties, supply the needs of the Royal Household as. well ag of the
people dependeni on the Government, any surplus in such receipts being bartered for other urticles
of provisions, which also go to supply the needs of the Royal Household as well as of the people
dependent on the Government, and any deficiency supplied out of public funds. I was given to
understand that for some years past there was always a deficiency, and instead of such deficiency
being supplied from public funds, the necessary expenditure has been met by running into debt to
the Bombay merchants. The following is a statement of the debts furnished to me. These debts, 1
was informed, accumulated during thé ten years of Muhammad I'mad-ud-din's reign :—

Rs. Ans,
Allibhoy Essajee ﬁCarimjea Jafferjee) - we 61768 3
Musabhoy Hibatulla Bhoy oy .- 36,597 12
Tayib Ali Jevunjee Noorbhai 390. 0

Total ... 97,756 1

A statement of the receipts on account of Customs duties for the same period, which was also
farnished me, is subjoined for information :—

Ra.. Ans.
Customs duties 594,540 1
Rent = er e s 57267 4

Total .. 651,807 &

The foregoing statement of debt does not include the debts incurred in Colombo, the amount
of which is not known to any of the officers at the Kachcheri,

The cash received at the Kuachcheri is remitted to the Treasury at the Sultan’s palace to be
deposited in the safes there. If any money is required for public purposes or to mest the Sultan’s
expenses, it has to be brought from the Treasury to the Kuchcheri, where all disbursements are made
and an account lrept showing how the money wag disposed of, An account of the receipts and
disbursements of each day has to be prepared at the Kachcheri and forwarded to the Sultan, The
cash is deposited and taken out of the Treasury whenever required by an officer called Failiya
Manik-fan and Mahabandin Manik-fan (Keeper of the Great Seal and L'reasury Eey)in the presence of
the Sultan and iwo Ministers. The keys of the safes are locked up by that officer im a box in the
palace, the key of which is in his custody. Ibrahim Didi, who holds the dual office of Failiva
Manik-fan (Keeper of the Great Seal) and Mahabandin Manil-fan (Keeper of the Key), questioned
whether this was' the practice all along, stated that shortly after the accession of Muhammad
Imad-ud—-dm_ the key of the box in which the keys of the. safes are deposited was removed from his
charge and given over by Muhammad Imad-ud-din to his brother-in-law Tutta Ali Didi. He further
stated that he kept an account of all moneys deposited and removed from the safes during the time
he was Keeper of the Key ; and this statement is corrohorated by Hassan Didi, Velana Manik-fan, who
was during the time of Ibrahim Nur-ud-din and at present during the time. of Muhammad Sams-
ud-din, one of tbe two Ministers present at the opening of the safes. Theaccountbooks kept.by him
during Ibrahim Nur-ud-din's time are not fortheoming, but one ts.kept from the date-of-theaccession
of Munhammad Sams-ud-din, Two brothers-in-law of Muhammad Imad-ud-din, who for some tirge
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were in charge of the key, were also questioned. One of them, Ekgamage Abdulla Didi, stated that
when the safes were opened nobody was present save the Sultan and himself, He remembers
Muhammad Imad-ud-din having told him that one of the safes was full of money when he took charge
of the Government, but that when it was examined it contained nothing. In these circumstances I
did not consider it necessary to pursue the matter any further.

As regards the accounts, it wag noticed that no detailed monthly statement of revenue and
expenditure is lkept. The books in which the accounts are kept are all in the Maldivian language,
and consequently I had to take for granted the interpretation given by the Kachcheri officers of the
different items entered therein. In such of the books as were available the totals are not carried
forward, and if the receipts for any stated period are required the different items have to be totalled.
The defects in the sysiem at present in force were explained to the Kachcheri officers, and the books
necessary to be kept suggested. As the books prior to the accession of Muhammad Sams-ud-din
were not available, [ proceeded to verify the transactions from the date on which he was placed on
the throne, viz., the 11th Haj, which corresponds to 12th March, 1903, to the date prior to that on
which I visited the Kachcheri, viz, the 18th Safar, corresponding to 17th May, 1903, and found the
accounts correct.

Receipts, Rs. Ans.

The receipts during this period from Customs duties and rentsamounted Lo 13,187 11
And the income from the Islands belonging to the Government for this

period and remitted to the Treasury to i 425 0
Total .., 13,612 11
Ezpenditure. B
Rs. Ans.
Amount drawn upon the Treasury and expended 2,492 9
Amount expended on orders of the Sultan from cash received 3,353 10
Balance in Treasury Ve wie 7,766 8
Total ... 13,612 11

In the Customs the duties were found to be correctly recovered and the collections daily
remitted to the Treasury. No merchant is at present allowed exemption from Customs duties.
I subjoin for information statements furnished me showing the cash and valuables in the

Treasury :—
(1) On the dccession of Muhammad Imad-ud-din.

Cash ... Rs. 10,942
Gold dollars (each = 5 sovereigns) e g 483
Asmafi (each == Rs. 32) ... e g 402
Ibrahim gold coins (each = Rs. 7) TR 2,334
Silver dollars (each = Re. 1°75) run o 9,019
Lares (copper), 120 to Re. 1 e o L1T4919
(2) When Muhammdd Sams-ud-din took over the Government,

Cash o o Rs. 2,3592
Silver dollars (each = Re. 1-75) oS ¥
Ibrabim gold coins (each = Rs. 7) i SR 159
Gold dollars (each = 5 sovereigns) S b 44
Gold coins (1brahim) ver v DO 15
Bangles, gold 1 pair
Head of chain bangles ... 1 pair
Anklets an 1
Gold coins (small) w. Rs. 3

I was informed that the State possessed a large quantity of jewellery when Muhammad
Imad-nd-din ascended the throne, but a list of this was not available.
T append for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor a list of the principal officials in the
Island of Malé and the offices held by them,
" I must here acknowledge my indebtedness to the Tamil Interpreter Mudaliyar, who rendered
me valuable assistance in obtaining the necessary information I required to furnish the report.

H.M.8. “Highfiyer,” May 20, 1903, JAS. JOSEPH,

Manipulus (and Princes).
Hassen Issudin, father of Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din II.

Mand i i
M:gdgg: -?g:tuMﬁ:g;‘lﬂu } brothers of Soltan Muhammad Imad-ud-din II.

Agagaudavai Manipulu :
.'\Ig.tgndugandavar ]E\)Ianipulu } brothers of. Muhammad Sams-ud-din.

Kilegi-fans (House of Lords).
(1) Ranabendin Kilegi-fan Mohammed Didi appointed by Sultan Muhammud Imad-ud-din I
(2) Farna Kilegi-fan Abdulla Didi, appoi ted i ‘ ad-nd-di i AL
ke .Muham'mad Tomad-ad diny. ppointed by Muhammad Imad-ud-din II., absent (with
Coloml(:?m)).Don Mena Kilegi-fan Ibrahim Didi, appointed by Ibrahim Nur-ud-din (absent in
(4) Famudin Kilegi-fan (vacant for the last five or six vears).
(5; Marfai Kilegi-fan Musa, appointed by i\[uhammad'lmag-ud-din II.

ud-din(.G) Kuda_ .Dori Mena Kiiegi-fan‘Ahamed Didi, son of (3), appointed by f‘-\luhammad Tmad-
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Ministers (House of Commong).

The Prime Minister Mohammed Didi and—

(1) Dori Mena Manik-fan Ismail Didi, appointed by Mubammad Imad-ud-din I1,

¢3) Hakra Manik-fun Ahamed Didi (transported), appointed by Muhammad Imad-ud-din IT.
(3) Velana Manik-fan Hassan Didi, appointed by Muhammad Imad-ud-din II.

(4) Marfai Tukmu-fan Hassan Manika, appointed by Muhammad Imad-ud-din II.

(3) Famudin Manik-fan Dori Didi (absent, now with Sultan Mahammud Imad-nd-din II).
(6) Dhara Takuru-fan Musa (transported), appointed by Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din IL

Other Important Officers.

Kazi or Fandiyar Manilk-fan (Chief Justice) Hassan Didi succeeded Ali Didi, who died
16th May, 1903.

Khatib (Bishop) Musa Sidi appointed by Ibrahimt Nur-ud-din,

Arabic Sorive Naibu Tuttu (transported), Abdul Rahiman Alim Sahib (acting) of Colombo.

Failiya Manik-fan and Mahabendin Manik-fan (Keeper of the Great Sealand the Treasury Kev)
Tbrahim Didi, appointed by Ibrahim Nur-ud-din,

1
i

Sub-Enclosure No, 4 tn Enclosure No. 1 in No, 79,

Barr Kumarakulasinghe, Mudaliyar, to the Hon. the Lieutenant-Governor.

THE law of succession in the Maldives would appear to be the same as has been in force in
Eastern countries from the earliest times. The eldest son of a reigning sovereign succeeds him,
But if the eldest son has any natural defect or deformity, the one next to him becomes the rightful
heir to the throne. In case the eldest son is passed over on any such ground, the claims of his son
cannot be preferred to those of the eldest eligible son, if any, of the younger brother who became the
raler, (Please sea Mahabharata,) It isonly when a sovereign leaves no son that the people huve the
right of choosing his successor from among the Princes of the Royal Honse, Any nomination made
by the last ruler then receives cousideration at the hands of the chiefs and the people, a3 was the case
in Ceylon.

"It would therefore seem that Mullinge Manipulu{Muhammad Sams-ud-din) was the rightful heir
to the throne on the demise of hisfather Ibrahim Nur-ud-din, and was regarded assuch by the people,
and that Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din was looked upon by them only as a Regent, holding the reins
of Government during the minority of the lawful heir. This perhaps accounts for the usual
ceremony of an inauguration, which generally takes place a year or two after the accession of a
govereign, not having been performed as yet in the case of Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din,

Whatever the case may be, Muhammad Imad-ud-din has not been wise or discreet asa ruler. He
hag always been a puppet in the hands of one man or another, or perhaps of one wife or another.,
During the earlier years of his rule he was in the hands of Ibrahim Didi, whose sister ho married.
He conferred special favours on Ibrahifa Didi-and Ibrahim Didi's friend Mr., Carimjee Jafferjes. But
a change came over him when he married a daughter of the late Faumderi Kilegi-fan, whom he had
banished on his accession and since recalled from exile. He divorced Ibrahim Didi's sister, deprived
Ibrahim Didi of the property he had bestowed on him, and conferred on his (Sultan’s) brother-in-law
Ahamed Didi, the youngest son of Faumderi Kilegi-fan, the high otfice of Hakra Manik-fan, and
made him practically his Chief Counsellor.

Ahamed Didi, Hakra Manik-fan, was young and inexperienced, and at the same time ambitious
and unscrupulons. His first move was to get rid of Ibrahim Didi. Having got rid of him, he had
Mobhammed Didi sent for from Minicoy and muade Prime Minister. Mohammed Didi, being more a
devotee than a statesinan, and being moreover of a lazy disposition, did not concern himself much wiih
the affairs of the State. He was content to remain & mere figurehead, while Ahamed Didi, Hakra
Manik-tan, became the guiding spirit. So remarkable was the influence of Ahamed Didi, Hakra
Manik-fan, that Mr. Taylor, who had observed his career, remarked on more than one occasion that
that young man was running the whole business.

The undue prominence given by the Sultan to Hakra Manik-fan, who was referred to {n more
than one letter of the Sultan to this Government as the delight of our eyes,” was the cause of much
jealousy among the older and greater men and of general discontent.

That_there was discontent among the Ministers before the Sultan left Malé for Mecea in
December, 1900, and he feared an overthrow, is evident from the Sultan, probably on the advice of
Hakra Manik-fan, getting a writing on oath from the Ministers to the effect that they would he
taithful to him (the Sultan)., Instead of removing the cause for discontent, the Sultan only opened
the way for greater discontent.

Hakra Manik-fan's misdeeds were not the sole cause of discontent. The State funds wers
freely made use of by the Sultan, hia brothers,and even his brothers-in-law, Shortly after the return
of the Sultan, his brother, Dori Manipulu, their mother, and a number of others, who had gone on
pilgrimage to Mecca, Tuttu Manipulu, another brother of the Sultan, who had been Regen?durina
the absence of the Sultan, made a trip to Ceylon. - Ahamed Didi Hakra Manik-fan too, made an
extended tour in India, visiting Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta, &e. ==

Thes'e, with ot}_.ler circumstances brought to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor's notice
at the lr_lquu'y at .-\Ialle, and the ther intended marriage of the Sultan with an Egyptian lady, created
much discontent, to the spread of which the absence of the Sultan and the want of watchfulness on
EE? ]%T;ltagﬁgjog Mnnipul_u oifecll'ecli_{ak fav\o{nmble opportunity. The powers of attorney granted to
Mr, D: ¥ Nusserwanjes an akra Manik-fan brought e 4 crisis, ¢ in:
people to take the immediate action thwHivs taken. ght matters to a crisis, and influenced the

Colombo, May 22, 1903, K. C. B. KUMARAKULASINGHE.
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Sub-Enclosure No. § in Enclosure No. 1 in Nu, 79.

REPORT on the Maldive I[slands by Lieuntenant-Colonel Willis, R.M.L.I.

People.—By nature simple and honest, of good physique, but seldom tall. Intelligent, and
with a fairly high standard of general morality. Less severe than most Mohammedans, especially
as regards the treatment of their women, who lead a life of freedom until they are married, At no
time do they cover their faces or hide from strangers. With dark eyes and fairly regnlar features,
they are not unattractive while young, though a really pretty face is very rare. ';‘hey have no
elegance of figure, and their walk is ungraceful. They weur an uniform dress, according to ancient
custom, which gives a very neat appearance. The hair is drawn on to the top of the head and held
in a small turban. A tunic open at the neck, reaching to the knees, of u durk blue coiton or sillk,
more or less elaborately embroidered at the neck, and a'lunghi or loin cloth of dark blue or maroon
coloured fibre with two broad white stripes worn under the tunic and reaching to the ankles,
constitute their costume a8 seen,

The men wear roand the head a twisted cotton handkerchief with two corners sticking out:
foot are bare; the Sultan alone can cover his feet..' A lunghi of coloured cotton or dull coloured
silk is worn, and among the nobility a cotton shirt without skirts,

Very little work is done by any one in Malé, Fine embroidery to the tunics they wear is

done by the women. The recreation of the men is a game resembling * tip-cat " and single stick, Ot
women, swinging in their compounds, each house having three or four swings from the trees
round it.
Government.—~The nominaland ornamental head of the State is the Sultan, who iskept in severe
retreat at the palace, with his two wives, (he is allowed three, and there is no great trouble about
divoree), and his household, The Government is carried on by the Ministers on traditional lines.
There are five principal Ministers termed Kilagi-fanu and five second clnss. They are mostly drawn
from the Didi class, which is the highest order of nobility, ranking next to the Manipul or Princes.
No one outside the Island of Malé has any voice in the Government, nor in the election of a
Sultan. . Evervbody in the Island, except a foew Bombay traders, is connected with Government, or is
a Lascoreen in Government employ. The Sultan has a strong bodyguard, of whom we saw 600, of
Lascoreens armed with spears. They have no military duties that I could ascertain, except an
oceasional muster. There are no police. Offenders are dealt with by the Khazi, the Kutehin, and in
serious erimes, if any were to occur, by the Sultan and Ministers; the principal punishments are
beating and banishment to a distant island, accompanied in extreme cases by public disgrace—the
face blacked. palm leaves in place of clothing—the offender being drummed through the town.

Trading.—All trading must be done through Malé Island. Import duties are in kind: one
bag of rice in twelve; other arvicles various proportions. This is divided ap between the Sultau,
Royal Household, Ministers, &ec., pro rdie more or less, as also the fee of four bags of rice from each
vessel for the privilege of trading. Export duties are in cush, principally tor fish, which pays Re. 1
per 100 1b. Cash is locked up in the Treasury in the palace. and is not drawn on until the revenue
in kind is exhausted. No exemption from-dues is nowallowed, so the Prime Minister informed me,
though it was not intrequent in the days of his predecessor in office.

Trading Dhows, &c.—There is no regularcommunication with the continent or Ceylon. Trade
is by dhows or buggalows, twelve to twenty leaving each month for Calcuita, Bombay, Colombo, &c.
All belong to strangers, none to residents of the islands.

Supplies.—Supplies are very limited. Rice, all imported, is the prinecipal article of food. The
islands sapply bonito fish, all dried,and cocoanuts. A few fowls and goais, bananas, and nuts are to
be found in Malé, Water is plentiful but brackish, and probably tainted from the burial grounds,
which are everywhere. The better classes get their drinking water either from Ceylon or by
collecting rain water in earthenware chatties,

Thereare nobeggars, No-oneseemsanxioustosell anything. The populatign seamed cheerful
and healthy. The island is well sheltered Ly trees; the sireets wide, well laid out, and clean.
Houses neat and in good repair. Good order, in private as in public affairs, appears to be the general
idea of the community, and this will no doubt continue 30 long as communication with the ontside
world remains as limited as it is at present.

H.MLS. Highfiyer at sea, May 19, 1903. C. H. WILLIS,
Major Brevet Lient.-Col.. R.MLL.I,

No. 80.

His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives to Governor the Right Hon, Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B,, E.C.5.1.
ss. Ileafee, May 23, 1904,

Str,—THIS letter istoinform Your Excellency that I sailed from Colombo on the 15th May, 1903
to Malé, and arrived there at 7 o'clock on the 20th morning. When I entered the harbour of 3alé I
did not find the man-of-waras expected, and I was rather perplexed.

A.fte_r a sho_rt time & boat came alongside the steamer, and in it were, viz., Hassan Didi
Abd.ulla D.iﬁ.l (brother 9f Ibrahim Didi), now in' Colombo, Mafut Takuru-fan, Nnmaraganduwaruce'
?a?;n Ma?}ﬁf}u’{ D&n ?\]::tka gidti, and the cIobcl;coErI of Malé, Hassan Didi exclaimed in a loud voice

o " is is the letter that was given i T i -
o e ived to Bln Pt nets hands.“'g y His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of Ceylon
conten?affﬁr T received the letter I operied it and saw that it was written in Tamil,and thess were the

“Iinquired about the whole matter, and found that most of th i
you as"tlrw Sultan,.but that they would g'm; you a title as H:f?:ipulu. pesp:tid nokment s
was anxiously expecting Your Highness and delayed for a short time, but conld not stav a

:]J::ﬁ:l;ig?'a’, and I expect that when Your Highness receives this letter to retirn to Colombo for a

This letter was written on the 19th May, 1903.
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I asked the gentlemen who came alongside the steamer, viz, Hassan Didi, &ec., to ask my
brother Dori Manipulu to come and see me, but Hassan Didi said in a thundering voice that Dori
Manipulu would not be allowed to come at all. Then Hassan Didi took a receipt for His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor's letter and went ashore.

After a short time the doctor came again and ordered the passengars to go ashore. Again, in an
lour’s time, he returned with a servant from Dori Manipulu bearing a letter, and that letter says :
“Iam very anxious to see you my brother, but I do not find the means of coming to you,”

Then the doctor came to His Highness and said : “I have orders not to salute Your Highness,
or to allow Your Highness to have any private intercourse with your brother's gervant, or to allow
any other man to come on board,” After these words he went ashore,

Owing to the unjust behaviour of these people, and the inability of seeing my brother, and the
order to return to Colombo in the Lieutenant-Governor's letter, I thought it advisable to return to
Colombo and see Your Excellency and get a ready redress for my grievances.

My son got very sick on board, owing to the tedious journey we had.

I sailed from Malé on the 20th at 5 P.M. ‘

Tam sorry to inform Your Excellency that I am rather indisposed at present, but hope to be
soon better,

Hoping Your Excellency is in good health,

' I remain, &,
MUHAMMAD IMAD-UD-DIN,
Sultan of the Maldives.

No. 81.

Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West
Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.B,, K.C.8.1,

May His Excellenoy’s pre-eminence be lasting,

It is hereby made known to Your Excellency that the ss. Ileafes with my uncle's son
Muhammad Imad-nd-din, Abdul Rahiman Bey (the father of the wife he married at Suez), and
certain others on board arrived here on the 22nd of the current month of Safar, and without
anchoring was laying to moving about here and there. Though the anchoring was awaited for about
an hour they did not anchor. Then we sent two Viziers with the doctor and Amir Bahar (Harbour
Master) that they might communicate to him all that had transpired here, inform him that if he
wished to land he could land with safety and respect, and deliver the letter which had been left with
us for Muhammad Imad-ud-din by the Lientenant-Governor and Colonial Secretary of Ceylon. Then
when those sent by me went to the ship with the said letter he kept them off and would not allow
them to go on board or permit the lowering of the ladder or take any notice of them, and said that
he did not want to speak to any one bui his brother Manduge Dori Manipul. Those who went,
however, delivered the letter while the ship was still moving about without anchoring. Then they
came and reported to me what had happened. Then as I have a desire to get on very peaceably with
him, I requested his brother Manduge Dori Manipul to interfere in this matter and to bring to his
knowledge all that had transpired here, and to inform him that if he wisbed to land and live here he
could do so with safety and much respect. As requested, he (Manduge Dori Manipul) wrote a letter
and sent it by his own servant to the,ship. When that servant went with the letter the ship cast
anchor and he was taken on board. Then about half an hour afterwards, as soon as that man left the
ship, the ship started to go. Then when we inquired of his brother ahout this, he said in reply “I
wrote to him of all that had taken place here, and informed him as requested by you. I, however
do not know what passed in his mind.”

I have now informed Your Excellency of all that has taken place here without exaggeration
or suppression.

~Now our State is enjoying much safety and prosperity as in former times,

May Your Excellency live long, enjoying all the blessings the heart desires.

Dated at Malé this the 26th of Safar 1321 A.H., which corresponds to the 24th May, 1903.

No. 82.

MoTroN in the Legislative Council by the Hon. Mr., W. G. Rockwood, M.D., on June 15, 1903,
and the Governor’s Reply.

The Hon. the Tamil Member :—I beg to ask if Government could give any information as to
tl&e istate of affairs in the Maldives, and what action Government has taken in the recent Maldivian
affairs,

His Excellency the Governor's Reply,

The recent incidents in the Maldives have excited so much interest—and I may say so much
misconception—in this Colony that I am glad that the Hon. Member has given me an opportunity of
making a statement which will show exactly how matters stand. Our relations with the Maldive
Islands only date from 1833, Previous to that year they were completely independent ; but in 1883
the then Governor, Sir Arthur Gordon, entered into an agreement with the Sultan Muin-ud-din,
according to which the Sultan recognized the suzerainty of Great Britain and engaged not to enter
into any negotiations or treaties or agreements with any foreign power, except with our consent and
through our medium, On the other hand, we engaged to recognize Sultan Muin-ud-din and hig
successors and defend the Maldives against all foreign aggression, and we also undertook not to
inte::ferles'géith '2‘11110 asdrlnéinis\tfagion gfdthe leldives or in the internal concerns of those islands, That
was in ¥ @ oultan Muin-ud-din, who negotiated that treaty
ousted\frrom the Sultanate his uncle Nur-ud-ding. ) G50 Bos ke eace:bators s

Now, I must tell you at once I do not pretend to understand the subtleties and the intricaei
of the law which regulates the succession in the Maldives. There appears to be, so far ;1:112;1;11?;115:
out, some law of usage, but it is very uncertain, and apparently so long as the succession is kept in
the reigning family, it is loft very much to public opinion to say who that particular member of that
fal}:]l.;{;}é'lou[d be. Sultan Muin-ud-din shortly after he negotiated this treaty abdicated in favour of
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the uncle, and here again I may say that this word *abdication " is very common in the history of
the revolutions of the Maldives, and is, I fancy, more or less a euphemism. Well, Nur-ud-din
ascended the throne. I presume he notified his succession to the Ceylon Government. At any rate
it was acquiesced in without comment. He died in1393. He was succeeded by his son Samg-ud-din.
He was a boy, and his cousin, the present Sultan Tmad-ud.din, became the Regent. This was
reported to the Caylon Government, and Sir Arthur Havelock sent Mr. Gerald Browne to make
inquiry—to inquire whether the succession was according to the law and usage, und morve
particularly whether it was approved of by the Maldivian people. Mr. Browne's inquiry as to
the law and usage does not seem to have been very exhaustive. Possibly it could not be exhaustive,
but he was quite satisfied that the succession of the Sultan was approved of Ly the people,
and in accordance with his instructions he recognized the Sultan accordingly. When Sams-ud-din
became of age in 1900 he memorialized His Majesiy's Government. He asserted that he had been
ousted when he was a minor and his cousin was Regent, and pointed out that he was the rightful
Sultan. The Government decided that it was too laie to re-open the question, and that he could
not be recognized.

Well, the present Sultan has reigned for about nine years, seven of which have been during
my term of office, and I cannot say I have found ‘him particularly amenable to advice, I think
he has taken his stand on the clause of the treaty which forbids our interference, but, however
that may be, occasionally when we have had to offer him advice and warning he has neither
heeded our warning nor taken our advice, and more especially when he engaged in his service a
British subject, Dadabhoy, a man we do not think a snitable servant of the State, and who wasengaged,
and is still engaged, in a vexatious litigation with this Government. In spite of our protest he
insisted in continuing this man in his service, and I cannot help thinking that it is to the influence of
this man that the calamities of the Sultan are greatly due. It wasunder his inluence probably thatthe
Sultan becamennabsentee rulerfor thelast twenty-four months more or less from his territory. During
the last nine months of that period he was in Egyps, which of course necessitated a great deal of
expenditure, and I understand that before His Highness lett the Maldives for Egypt he depleted the
Treasury. In Egypt Le contracted a muarriage with a lady of the highest respectability, but this
marriage involved greater expense, and he had to draw on the Maldives und on Ceylou for money.
Finally,according to the marriage contract, the lady was to reside not at Malé, but in Colombo, where
she was to maintain a dignity suitable to o Sultan’s wife, and the Sultan was to come to Colombo us
much as he could. I think this was the last straw which broke down the endurance of the Maldivian
people, and by a bloodless and quiet revolution they deposed the Sultan and placed this Sams-ud-din,
to whom I have alluded. on the throns, Sultan Imad-ud-din telegraphed to me trom Egypt, and I
telegraphed to him that I could noiinterfere; but when Sams-ud-din notiied his succession to me he
based his right entively on his claint as righttul heir, and as this elaimmn had not been recognized by
the Government, I declined to recognize him,

But while the Sultan was on his way here representations reached me from various
quarters and from the Ministers of the new Sultan containing grave charges of maladministration
against Sultan Imad-ud-din, Accordingly I arranged, with the sanction of the Secretary of State,
that the Lieutenant-Governor should proceed on n mission to the Maldives, and I gave instructions
that if he found on his arrival there that the charges of wmaladministration were untrue. and
that the Sultan had Leen deposed by & mere inirigue, he was to give him at least his morul
support in regaining his throne; but if there had been real maladministration, and if the great
majority of the people refused to recognize Imad-ud-din, he wus not tointerfere. These instructions
were most carefully explained to Sultan Imad-ud-din (and assented to by him) both by the Lieutenant-
Governor and myself, and it was arranged with his acquiescence that it would be better if he did not
arrive at Malé until the Lieutenant-Governor had had time to complete hisinquiry. The Lientenant-
Governor went to the Maldives, made his inquiry, and was satisfied that the charges of maladminis.
tration were proved,and that not only the great majority of the people, but the entive population were
opposed to the return of the Sultan, and would not recognize him. Unfortunately the Sultan was
detained by bad weather,and the man-of-war which conveyed the Lisutenant-Governor was required
on other duty, and had to leave before the Sultan's vessel arrived. Mr. im Thurn left a letter to him
explaining the sitnation. The Sultan on his arrival at Malé did not atiempt to land—he had not a
single supporter in the place apparently—and he came back to Colombo, whers he now is. I must
tell you that the Pretender—I call him the Pretender to distinguish him from the Sultan—and his
Ministers promised Mr, im Thurn if the Sultan landed he would be treated with honour and respect,
conveyed to his new house which he has recently built, and given theallowance which is usnally given
to Maldivian Princes, and we are at present negotiating what the amount of thisallowance should De.

That, Gentlemen, has been our policy in regard to the Maldives, and I ask what the alter-
native policy was? It was to place the Sultan by force over these reluctant people and maintain
him by force. Why shonld we do this? Did our treaty obligations oblige us to do so ? Certainly
not. Were we under such personal obligations to the Sultan that we ought to doso ? I thinl not
Had such an act of injustice been perpetrated that we were morally bound to help the Sultan? 1
think you will agree with me there was no such case. The Jaldivians are a simple and unsophisti-
cated people, and as long as they can manage their own affairs without bloodshed we had much
better leave them alone. As far as I can malke out, the only element of danger is the local British
traders, and over the intrigues of these gentlemen we have to keep a very careful eye. And I must
further tell you the late Sultan and the de facto Sultan have been warned that no monopolies and
no concessions favouring one trader against another would be recognized by us, as we considered
them_to be prejudicial to British trade. The only other alternative, as I say, was interference, and
such interference if attempted must be effective. It would be necessary not only to place the Sultan
on t_he throne by force, but maintain him there by foree; then there wouid have followed a British
Resident, and then a reform of the administration, the supply of their wants, including possibly
a water supply, and raising up life in the Maldives to the higher standard enjoyed here ; but I do not
think if I came to you and asked you to pay for this quixotic enterprise you would readily vote the
money. This is the stage at which the Maldivian crisis stands.

The Hon. the Tamil Member :—1I beg to thank Your Excellency for the statement, which will

céllispel atgraat deal of misconception, and establish the fact that Government has not been inactive in
e matter, '
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No. 83.
Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.B,, K.C.8.1., to the
Right on. J. Chamberlain, M.P.

[Sce —No. 239. The Queen's House, Colombo,
Miscellaneous 0 Geylon, Tang 17, 1905

SIR,—I HAYVE the honour to address you regarding Maldivian affairs. .

2. Inmy despatch No, 128 of Sth A.pl}"i] I reported to you that Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din,
who Iad been absent for nine months from his dominions, had been deposed during his absence by
his first cousin Muhanmad Sams-ud-din. Iadded that I proposed to depute an officer to Malétoinguire
into the state of things and to give the Sultan, on his return, all the moral support in my power
*should the result of the inquiry prove that it is desirable to do so. Beyond that I do not propose
to interfere,” On lst May, on receipt of further information from the Maldives, 1 telegraphed as
follows : “ Referring to mydespatch No. 128 asregards Maldivian affairs, Sultan will arrive here from
Egyptabout 11th May, and I propose to depute the Lieutenant-Governorin man-of-war, which Admiral
is willing to lend, to Maldive Islands to make inquiry, and,if he sees no ohjection, to replace Sultan in
power. There will not be disturbance, as usurpation is apparently result of intrigne by some Bombay
merchants, and not spontaneous act of geople. ‘Sultan ‘will be warned that if in future he cannot hold

is own he must not expect ussistance from us.’ .
- 3. My proposal \ler-.ts approved by you, and on the 14th May AIr, im Thurn lef't for Malé in
H.ML.S. Highflyer, which was kindly lent by the Naval Commander-in-Chief for the mwission. Before
leaving I gave Mr.im Thurn the instructions contained in my Minute of 10th May. W_’hen this
Minute was written the only information before me, besides rumours and reports from Ma'letwas .tha
letter of Muhammad Sams-nd-din, which formed an enclosure to my despatch of Sth APnl, informing
me that he had ascended the throne, and justifying his action by his claim to be the rightful Sultan,
a claim which had been rejected by His Majesty's Government in 1901, But before Mr, im Thurn
had actually embarked I received a letter dated 10th Mayt from Muhammad S'amﬂ-nd‘-dm, which put
matcters in a different light by formulating definite charges of maladministration against the Sultan.
[ accordingly somewhat modified my previous instructions in asecond Minute.t InthisIstated that
if the chavrges in question “ are substantiated, and if the Liemenant-Gove;nog finds that the people are
strongly opposed io the reinatatement of the Sultan,” we should not be justified in forcing him upon
them, .

4. The Sultan arrived trom Egypt on 11th May, and it was arranged that he should sail fo,r
Malé a day later than the Lientenani-Governor, in order to enable the latter, before His H'1g}§ness s
arrival, to aseertain the facts and to decide as to whether he should intervene in the Sultan_ s favour,
Both the Lieutenant-Governor and I, in separate interviews, carefully explained the situation to the
Sultan, and he clearly understood that if the people refused to accept him, and especially if the
charges of maladministration were proved, we would not intervene in his favour, .

5. The Lieutenant-Governor sailed on 14th May, and the Sultan on the following day. 1
enclose copies of Mr. im Thurn’s clear and interesting reports.§ I fully concur with the conclusion at
which be has arrived, namely, that we are not justified in replacing Sultan Imad-nd-din on the throne
againat the wish of the people. To begin with, we should have to maintain him there by torce,
which, besides other obvions objections, would be opposed to the policy of non-interference with
Maldivian polities, which we have hitherto wisely observed.

6. The deposed Sultan hasno just grievance against ns, He always resented any appearance
of interference on our part, rarely if ever accepted onr advice, and his present trouble_s are mainly
due to his having, in the tace of our remonstrances, retained in his service, and as one of his principal
advisers, the Parsee Dadabhoy Nuszerwunjee, who has been some time engaged in vexaiions litigation
with this Government, It is this man who is responsible for many of the Sultan's mistakes, and
more especially for his visit to Egypt and for his marriage there. By the terms of the marriage
contract the lady was to reside in Colombo, where she was to be maintained in fitting dignity, and the
Sultan was from time to time to visit her there. This would have necessitated further extravagance
and renewed absence from his dominions. I am of opinion that the Sultan's deposition was in the
interests of the simple and unsophisticated people whom he had ruled for the last eleven years.

7. You will observe that Mr. im Thurn refers, withsympathy,to the claim of Sams-nd-din to be
the rightful Sultan. The subject was dealt with in the correspondence ending with your despatch
No, 183 of 18th May, 1901, Althongh it was then decided not to re-open the question, I have grave
doubts as to whether Sams-ud-din was not unfairly deposed by Sultan Imad-ud-din, and whether a
rude justice has not been done by his eoup d'état. ‘

8. Unfortunately Sultan Imad-nd-din was detained by bad weather and Mr. im Thurn was
obliged to leave betore His Highness's arrival at Malé, as the “Highfiyer* could not be spared any
longer from her station in view of certain contingencies in the Persian Gulf. Mr. im Thurn
accordingly sailed from Malé on 19th May, leaving a letter] for the Sultan Imad-ud-din, who arrived
on 20th May. There are contrary reports as to what then happened. I enclose copy of a letter from
Sams-ud-din, which gives his account, but Sultan Imad-du-din®® stated that he was not allowed to
land. He afterwards modified this by saying that he read Mr. im Thurn’s letter as an intimation
vhat he was to return to Colombo without landing, Anyway, he found that he was friendless and
powerless, and that there was no use in trying to recover his throne. Accordingly he returned
to Colombo on 23rd May. ] :

9. You will observe that Sams-ud.din promised Mr.im Thurn that a suitable allowance would
be made to Sultan Imad-ud-din and that his just debts would be paid. Provided that a satisfactory
arrangement is made, I propose to recognize Sams-ud-din as Sultan on this bhagis, I understand from
the father of Sultan Imad-ud-din's Egyptian bride,apparently a gentleman of position and high respec-
tability, that this arrangement would, under the circamstances, be acceptable to His Highness and the
lady. I should be glad to learn by cable that the proposals meet with your approval.

I have, &e.,
WES’I RIDGEWAY.

1 See No, 78, § See No. 79, I See Sub-Enclosure No. 2 in Enclosure No. 1 in No. 79,
9 See No, 81. "¥ See No. 80

* See No. 77. T Ree No. 76,
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No. 84.

. . ad-ud-din Iskandar to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway,
Sultan Mahammad Lm .C.M.G., K.0.B., K.C.S.I.
Colombo, June 26, 1903.

AY 17 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—It is with no small reluctance that I have resolved
to intrude upon Your Excellency’s time and attention, Yet I find myself so placed that no choice is
left me but to bring myself directly and fully before you in a representation of the sort I.mtend in
thig appeal. The troubles that press npon me are overwhelming ; my situation at present is such ag
to give exceptional poignancy to the wrongs I suffer; while the action and attitude to them of Your
Excellency's Government of late, however well-meant, have been such as to add to my pain and
disappointment. ) )

I feel but too keenly the difficulty that confronts me even in this attempt to apypeal to Your
Excellency, for Your Excellency's ear has, I am afraid, been already possessed by an account of
the late troubles in my dominions such as is not in accordunce with fact and trath. Agencies and
influences have been at work, whose aim has been not only industriously to conceal the truth, but
actually to put a falsehood in its place, and my case has, I have reason to fear, been set before Your
Excellency in a light the most unfavourable to me. And all the while I have been absent and
unheard, with no opportunity to afford the needed explanation, and no power to expose the plausible
misrepresentations. Yet even so I will not despair. I have sufficient faith in the power of truth to
vindicate itself, and sufficient confidence both in your sense of justice and in your generous and
kindly sympathy with misfortune to feel sure that, in spite of all that may have gone to put a false
colour on the situation, Your Excellency’s instincts of right and the friendly sentiments you have
always been pleased to entertain towards me will lead you both to a correct conclusion and to the
action that such a conclusion must render due and fitting, So confident am I in this belief that I
have forwarded u message by cable to the Right Hon. the Secretury of State asking him to suspend
his decision on the case till I have laid it fully before you and him,

Let me first lay before Your Excellency what took place in my dominions since I left for Suez.
The recital is short, though the events have proved so fateful. On the 4th November, 1902, I left for
Suez on an affair of a private and personal nature. I wentinorderto complets analliance of marriage
negotiations, which had for some time been proceeding. I left my brother Dori Manipulu Regent
during my absence, a choice excellent in itself, and approved by my then Ministers and by my people.
On my way I1landed in Colombo, and Your Excellency was pleased to accord me the customary honours,
and to show me the consideration and kindness I have always received at your hands. The object
of my visit was of course rumoured abroad, but the incomplete stage at which the negotiations were,
and the reserve which custom and delicacy enjoin among us in such a matter, did not permit of my
direct personal mention of it to Your Excellency. I had hoped to come back after perfecting an
union which would have conduced in so many ways to the welfare of my land and the happiness of
my subjects.

But in my absence evil influences were at work, A plot was formed among a knot of men in
the Maldives, tools in the hands of Ibrahim Didi, the Prime Minister who had been banished by me,
and who has, ever since his banishment, been living in Ceylon and been continually intrigning
against me, and of a certain merchant at Colombo, of whom Ibrahim Didi, while Prime Minister, had
been the friend and patron to the seridus injury of the revenues of the Maldives, My cousin
Mubhammad Sams-ud-din, who had twice before written to the Ceylon Government begging to be made
Sultan, and whose impudent request had been on both occasions promptly and peremptorily
refused, was easily prevailed upon to make a show of right to my throne. My palace was entered
at dead of night by a band of conspirators and my throne was seized by a usurper.

When the startling intelligence of what was taking place in my absence reached me, I at once
communicated with Your Excellency,and onreceipt of Your Excellency's kind message by telegraph,
I lost no time in making for home with a view to take immediate steps for my restoration to the
rights of which I had been so unlawfully and so treacherously deprivéd. On arrival at Colombo I
was again received, through Your Excellency’s kindness, with the usual marks of friendly considera-
tion, Your Excellency decided to send a Commissioner to the Maldives to make an investigation
into the late disturbances. The Commissioner left on the 1ith May last in H.M.S. Highfiyer,
and I was requested to follow him in the ss. Ileafee thai was kindly engaged for me by Your
Excellency’s Government. I started in the full expectation of being restored to my throne and my
rights, but r.hrough gtrese of weather the vessel by which I went was not able to make her voyage
so fasé as vhe *Highfiyer.” Consequently I was unable to reach Malé till the 20th May last, while
the “ Highflrer” conveying the Commissioner had reached it on the 18th AMay. What was more
uufortm_nate, the Commissioner did not wait till my arrival, but returned to Colombo, leaving a letter
for me that was handed to me as soon as the “ Ileafeo reached the Maldives, requesting me to
return to Ceylon. I canno: but express here my deep regret at the means employed for the convey-
ance of this letter to me. It was not left with my brother, the Regent, to be given to me, nor wasit
sent by any of the persons loyal to me, but it was left with Hassan Didi, one of the chief conspira-
tors against me, who handed it to one of my attendants, and he handed itin an insolent manner,
accompanying the delivery with insulting language. When I asked that my brother, the Regent,
should be requested o see me, this natural and reagonable request was met with the peremptory and
insolent remark t.hsft that could not be. In the boat which conveyed the letter to the vessel were,
besides Hassan Didi, the brother of Ibrahim Didi and other people I had banished for misconduct.
Your Excallen_cy will allow that this treatment showed neither courtesy nor judgment,

In the circumstances I naturally deemed the message strange and disappointing ; in the circum-
-stances also I thought it proper to comply with its request, and duly returned to Colombo. It is
Important to observe, for it will explain +what I have further to aurge in regard to the occurrences at
the Maldives, that as soonas it wasknown in Colombo that a Commissioner wasto go to the Maldiv
the 8s. Aska w h M imji B \ s T O YED

as chartered by Mr. Carimjee Jafferjee, one of the merchants at Colombo whom I

have before mentioned as the friend and former protégé of Ibrahim Didi, the Prime Mini
- : el et ’ Minister I
banished, and who has ever since been living in Colombo, that the ss. Aska was engazed by that
gentleman and despatched with all haste to Malé, It leftaboni a week in advance’ofthfﬁbﬂivh% er,”
:ggi ?ellth'eli took any cargo from Colombo nor returned with any cargo from the Maldives. y’I‘t;e
Ject plainly was to let the party of the usurper—that is to 8ay, the party acting under the instigation

M
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imj j i rahim Didi—know what was going to happen, and to bid them
9 cirr‘emrln‘i&tﬁfe:gggsﬁgrg? fr:;}f;l %’Esael in fact conveyed a docugmerﬁi prepared in Colombo by
Iég-fhim Didi and his par?y, and to this document the usurper and his associates got by lnhm:dutio‘u
or deceit the assent of unwilling or unsuspecting signatories and forwarded it to Your Excellency's

t.

Goverr:in:icﬁ;:nmt too often or too strongly impress upon Your Excellency that the events of the
11th March last did not oceur, in the remotest sense, at the bidding, or with the sanction,
or with the knowledge of my people. These have all along been loyal to my person, are,
with the exception of abqut a score of people wh.om the intriguers have got into tl}elr' power,
perfectly loval to me still. The so-called revolution is due, as regards its motives, organization, and
accomplishment, entirely and exclusively to the joint plotting of Ibrahim Didi, the banished Prime
Minister, of Hassan Didi, of whom it will be sufficient to give the description left by Mr. Stanley
Gardiner on his leaving the Maldives (Annexure B), and to i'tdd that his acts and character were such
that Your Excellency forbade him to be received at Queen's Ho:use, and of Mr. Carimjee Jnff‘_arjee:
who, while Ibrahim Didi was Prime Minister, enjoyed monopolies and exemptions from Customs
duty, which I caused to cease the moment I dlscovargd the illegal concessions.

It is these disatfected and intriguing men that ‘are wholly responsible for the trouble that has
been brought upon me and my people. The people are too ignorant to know what is going on, and
too timid to speak their real mind in the presence of those _who are to all appearance masters of
the situation, and too loyal to me, if they conld but speak t_he_n' real sentxments,_no.t to acknow}edge
and acclaim me with heartiness and enthusiasm. All the evil is due to these designing men, who for
their own advantage wish to set a puppet on the throune whom they might control as they will.  And
many times before, in the recent history of the Maldives, they have done the very same thing.

After landing in Colombo I wason the |2th May last aceorded an interview "W‘lth the Lxeul'._enant-
Governor, who was the Commissioner appointed by Your Excellency to visit the Maldivesas
aforesaid. I ought hereto say that I was favoured with two interviews with the Lxeuter}ant-Goveruor,
the one on the 12th and the other on the 27th May last; both were at Colombo, and minutes of what
occurred at both have been kindly furnished me by Your Excellency’s order. These minutes, I must
add, omit to mention some features of the interviews that have _an important bearmg. on t}}e
representation I am now making to Your Excellency, and such I will ask leave to refer to in their
due connection. ; ; Bomo

At the first interview, upon the Lieutenaunt-Governor informing me of his intention to proceed
to the Maldives and make inquiry as to the late occurrences there, I ventured to apprize him of the
difficulty of learning the truth in my absence, and while the men ‘?hose_ interest it was to conceal the
trath and toadvance all kinds of misrepresentation were in possession of power and of all the outward
signs of power. I gave him a list of some six or more of the mischief-makers, and begged of him, if he
would ascertain the real truth of the situation and the real wish of my people, to take steps to prevent
the influence of these men over, and their interference with, the course of the investigation.
This unfortunately was not done. I beg leave to annex a copy of the list I gave him.* What
my intimate knowledge of the Maldivian people and Maldivian matters then enabled me to foresee
and forstell has since taken place in almost every detail as; I had antl.clpated. The inquiry by the
Lieutenant-Governor, made as it was in the circumstances I have mentioned, I beg leave respectfully
to say is not only useless, but is delusive and misleading in the extreme. It has pot ascertained, and
could not in the nature of things ascertain, the ‘true facts of the situation either with regard to myself
or the conspiracy formed against me. Nor did it ascertain the real sentiments and attitude of my
people. Any action founded upon what was gathered at such an inquiry, I must emphatically and
earnestly submit, will be action founded upon a basis of misinformation and of misrepresentation on
the part of a small but determined and influential and unscrupulous faction. But if the earlier inter-
view inspired doubt and misgiving as to the chances of the truth being ascertained, that which
followed simply struck me dumb with the revelation it made of the completeness with which designing
schemes and plausible falsehoods had got the better of truth.

I was too much overcome, und in my then state of health utterly unable, to do aught but show
by abstinence from discussion how deeply I felt the wrong that has been done to me. Nor, if Your
Excellency will consider it, will Your Excellency be surprised that the situation should have affected
me thus. Permit me to recall the circumstances to Your Excellency: my absence at Suez upon
importantand urgeni business; the adequate and excellent provision I had made for the administration
of affairs during my absence ; the reception ai Colombo graciously accorded me by Your Excellency
on my way ; my instant return homeswards on receipt of Your Excellency’s kind message regarding
the disorders that had arisen in my absence ; the kind reception accorded to me again at Colombo ;
the interview I had with the Lieutenant-Governor on the 12th May, at which I readily consented to
every proposal mude to me by him; the interview graciously granted me by Your Excellency at
Nuwara Eliya ; the resumption of my voyage to the Maldives in exact accordance with the wishes and
arrangements of the Lieutenant-Governor and in a steamer engaged for me by Your Excellency's
Government ; mny return to Ceylon on receiving the letter the Lieutenant-Governor had left for me ai
Malé, Thess were antecedents that foreshadowed and justified a far different result from that it
wagmy misfortune to meet with at the interview I had with the Lieutenant-Governor on the 27th May.
I was not prepared for, and felt deeply grieved at, what seemed to me a sudden and complets change
in the attitude hitherto uniformly observed towards me by Your Excellency’'s Government. I could
see ab once that I had become the victim of a foul and fatal misrepresentation. The plot contrived by
a band of intriguers in the Maldives, and their friends who promoted and indeed planned it here,
had but too surely succeeded.

I had looked for sympathy and counsel and support such as had all along been given me by
Your Excelleney’s Government, and it quite astonished me to find that I was treated as though I was
a criminal. I was charged with maladministration. What was more, I found that the rights allowed
even to a criminal were denied me, for the charge had already been determined against me, ‘I'he
Lieutenant-Governor had taken for granted that all that was said about me by my enemies at the
Maldives, which was what they had been instructed to say by the Prime Minister I had banished
and other wirepullers here—was true, and he concluded that I had brought on'my own misfortunes
by my maladministration. The fact was, I repeat it with all respect, but with what Your Excel-

* See Sub.Enclasure No. 1 in Enclosure No. 1 in No. 70.
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lency will allow to be no needless emphasis—that it was his inquiry that was at fault, and that T hag
told him it would tail if he should not talte means to exclude the interference of the mischief-makerg
I had named, A lie had been passed upon him for the truth, and in his inexperience of Maldivian
ways he had finally accepted it as the truth,

I need not labour with Your Excellency to disprove the false and even absurd charges which
the Lieutenant-Governor mentions as having been made against me, and which he seemed persuaded
represented the gennine und unanimous feeling of my people. Sufficient here to say there is not a
word of truth in any of them,and that all of them proceed from the malicious and desperate schemes
of Ibrahim Didi, my late Prime Minister,now banished, Hassan Didi,another Minister, whohas proved
false to me, of a certain Colombo merchant whom they attempted to favour at the Maldives to ming
and to my people's loss, and of their friends and relativesin the Maldives. Asto extravagance,I do
not think that Your Excellency will deem an expenditure of Rs. 45,000 by one in my pesition and
upon a mission such as took me to Suez an extraordinary and extravagant expense, eapecially in
view of the circumstance that this was all the expense of the kind I had incurred in the course of a
reign of eleven years. Certainly my people do not grudge or complain, A3 to depl_atim_a of the
‘Treasury, the statement is not so much falge as ridicalous. What was in the Treasury is still there,
or ought to he. The accounts at the palace will show the true state of the matter. The ‘I'reasury
had really been depleted by Ibrakim Didi, and it was my discovery of this and the steps I took to
remove him from its control that have led him to form this plot against me. - Similarly with the
assertion that I gave over all power to others. What really galls those who say this is that I @id
not give all power to them ; and any one who should inquire into the state of the Maldives during
the last tour yeavs—that is to say, since I, for his malpractices, deprived of power and banished Ibrahim
Didi, the Prime Minister—will tell Your Excellency that the great feature of my Government has been
that 1 kkept all power to myself. Ifound by experience that thiswas the course demanded both in my
own interesis and in the interests of my people. The giving of extensive power to Ministers and
Officers was the bane of the Government of the Maldives, and I had long since determined toalter the
practice. In fact I am the only Sultan who dared to vigorously and sysiematically curtail the
powers of the Minisiers and to remove from office, and in exireme cases even to banish from the
country, the disobedient and the corrupt. I am the only Sultan, indeed, that ever went out of the
capital ; others were insidiously worked apon by their Ministers and induced to remain at Malé,
while the Ministers did as they pleased. [brahim Didi, my late Prime Minister, now in exile in
Ceylon, was one of the firat to feel the effects ot the new policy. His offences were not of a character
to be overlooked or lightly treated. 'They were serious, were often repeated, and it was clear that he
had acquired a settled habit of intrigue and corruption. Indeed,he had once belore attempied to do
the very same thing he has succeeded in doing now. Between 1835 and 1887 when Muhammad Muin-
ud-din wason the throne, this Ibrahim Didi,wko wasthena Minister, together with Hassan Didi Velana
Manik-tan (the same who has now joined him again), got the Sultan to orderall the merchants in the
Maldives, except their protdgé Carimjee Jatferjee, to leave the Maldives within four months. Justly
aggrieved at this arbitrary and insolent act, these merchants, who were British subjects, peiitioned. to
the Government of Ceylon and the Governor of Bombay and the Governor-General of India, In
consequence of these representations the Governor-General of India sent a message to the Ceylon
Government of sending an Admiral's vessel to the Maldives to make inquiries. Tlhe Commander,
tinding the complaints substantiated, and satisfying himselt that the maladminisiration was traceable
to the schemes of these two intriguing Ministers, warned them against the grant of monopolies like
those they were contemplating. Upon the Sultan finding out the true state of affairs he dismissed
Ibrahim Didi from office. Thereupon Ibrahim Didi and Hassan Didi and their partisans contrived
a plot for the murder of the Sultan in his palace. The design happily leaked out. The Sultan at
once held a Council, called out the army, and on Ibrahim Didi's house being searched a band of
some Hity conspirators was found in it with swords, lances, and instruments of war, as also coir yarn
soaked In kerosine oil and ready for purposes of incendiarism. Further investigation made into
the circumstances fully established the formation of a conspiracy by these men. They even admitted
their crime. They were sentenced—Ibrahim Didi and Hassan Didi being the chief of them—to be
lashed and transported to the Adda atolls, and the sentence was carried out, and peace, order, and
iranquillity were once more restored throughout the dependency.

Subsequently, at the desire of Sir Arthur Gordon, Ibrahim Didi, being a British subject, was
sent to Colombo, where he remained an exile, and when the treaty was about to he made took
advauntnge of the occasion and by false representations contrived to get back to the Maldives. There
he resumed his schemes, and by further intrigue and misrepresentation gos Ibrahim Nur-ud-din into
the throne 01§ Muhammad Muin-nd-din and so became Prime Minister. Thus he got his otfice bacl and
carried on his schemes of plunder and intrigne until I found him intolerable and banished him again,
and ever since then he has lived in Cerlon, continuing his plots, however, by means of his son and
hrother and other relations, as well as by the Bombay merchant in Colombo whom I have mentioned.
Your Excellency will thus see that this is not the first time this person has attempted a deed of the
gort to which I have unfortnnately fallen a victim, Of course it is necessary to a ruler to haveabout
him persons he can trast, and who have natural inducements to be loyal and true, If I chose some
such persons rrom amongst my relatives, it was less onaccoont of relationship than becanse they were
unquestionably the ablest and in every way the most suitable men to fill the posts. When I loft for
Suez I gave the administration in temporary charge of my brother Dori Manipulu, a man of
unimpeachable integrity and well versed in Maldivian law and usage. No one,I feel sure, can rightly
blame the choice,

One name that is mentioned calls for more remark, The Lieutenant-Governor says I was
accused of giving all power to such outsidersas Dadabhoy, Imustask Yonr Excellency to permit me
tosay that this accusation is a gross and scandalous falsehood, as unjust to Mr. Dadabhoy as it isto me
Mr, Dadabhoy is a gentleman I have known for some time. But so far from giving him all power I
never gave him any ac all. Hehad nothingto do intheadministation of affairs, He did me excellent
service in one or two matters of a purely private nature, but I have had no connection with him in
any other way. In saying this I must, in justice to Mr. Dadabhoy, add that he never even sought or
desired any s_uch power from me. His assistance was invaluable to me in making arrangemenis for
my journey during the pllgr:mage' I undertook recently to Mecca., Again, in my late trip to Egypt
he was similarly useful. Perhaps it may prevent misunderstanding if I state specifically the e tmie
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and extent of my connection with him while at Snez. Beingin need of money, I telegraphed foraloan
to some Bombay merchants in Colombo, namely, Messrs. Abdul Ali, Carimjee Jafferjee, and Noorbhai,
The second offered to give me the money on condition that I wonld exempt his goods from paying
Customs duties, and my Minister Hassan Didi, who was also then at Colombo, pressed upon me that I
should ncceps this condition. Irefnsed,as these exemptions, granted while Ibrahim Didiwasin power,
were o great loss to the Cnustoms revenne, I then resolved to despatch Mr. Dadabhoy (who was in
charge of the arrangements in connection with my vigit at Suez) to Colombo for the purpose of raising
the money. I gave him a power of attorney for the sole purpose of raising a loan. and stating it
shonld not exceed Rs, 75,000, When Mr, Dadabhoy renched Colombo he fonnd that Hakra Manik-fan,
mmy Minister, had arrived here on the same errand, having been sent by my brother, the Regent.  Mr,
Dadabhoy then handed the power of attorney to the said Minister Hakra Manilk-fan, who raised and
remitted to me a sam of Rs. 20,000, so that Mr. Dadabhoy did not even raise the money for e or
malke nse, a3 originally intended, of the anthority I had given him. He only borrowed Rs. 1,000 from
Carimjee Jatferjes tor me. IFor these services I am indebted to him ; but I have not given him, nor
has he ever aspired after, one tittle of power in my dominions.

The intriguers against me in Ceylon, Among whom, as I have said, is notably Mr. Carimjee
Jafferjee, have hoped that this unworthy device of representing me as having given all power to Mr.
Dadabhox will ensure the sunccess of their design. I need scarcely say the trick will not succeed
with Your Excellency. In trying to impose upon the Fovernment they have made the mistake of
tailing to take into account Your Excellency's complete knowledge of human nature in the East,

Such are the representations on which a charge of maladministration has been laid against me,
and sueh the inquiry which it is believed has established these charges. Your Execellency will
remember that the inquiry was made in mv absence, while iny adherents were also away, my people
terrorized and deceived. Messages and instructions from Ibrahim Didi and Carimjee Jafferjee and
their friends had been convered in the ss. Aska fully a weel before the ** Highflver " reached the
Maldives. Rumours were industriously circulated that I had incurred the conspicnous and unalter-
able displeasure of Your Excellency’s Government, that in fact I had been deposed and the usnrper
Sams-nd-din been acknowledged by the Ceylon Government as the rightfulheir. There was everrihing
to contirm and spread these delusions among a people whose ignorance and whose respect for the
Ceylon Government would alone dispose them to accept without question a story of this kind.

In this state of things the Commissioner arrives in a man-of-war and purporis to summon the
people to a public green, They see the usurper there clese to the Commissioner: they see the
authors of the conspirncy against me also there. Most of my adherents have been sent away; such
a3 remain are forhbidden to leave their homes or are struck dumb with fear and amazement, The
Commissioner asks whetherthe people like the usurper for Sultan, and they answer* Yes.” I beg Your
Excellency to consider whether anything could have been better calculated to ensure the snccess of
the conspiracy and to subvert the cause of truth and justice. The method followed was somehow
exactly that which should have been most carefully avoided. If it was desired to asceriain the real
wishes of the people, the proper course, I submit, would have been for the Commissioner tirst to
replace me on the throne, of which I had been in my absence robbed, and then to have asked my
people whether they wounld have me or had anght tosay against me. This, the natural and reasonable
course, was not adopied. while the conrse adopied was one admirably suited to Jdefeat the end that
was aimed at. Everr act and word was calenlated to spread the impression that I was an object of
dislike to the Ceylon Government, and that it had decided to confirin the usurper. I was treated in
a way that musi inevitably have confirmed the impression. The people expected that I was going to
he brought back, When the ¢ Hightlyer ” with the Commissioner arrived, they find I am not in the
vessel. They hear of an offhand message despatched to my brother, the Regent, ordering him to
come to the vessel.and ther see the Commissioner himself going to the usurper at the paluce and
receiving him with the customary marks of vespect. Things of this sort, insignificant as they may
seem. are sure to strike an ignorant people and inflnence their behaviour, and they are equally sure
to afford material which designing persons can easily pervert to their own hase uses. It isto be noted
in this connection that it was not the Government Maldivian Interpreter that interpreted the
coversation hetween the Commissioner and the usurper. but Ahamad Didi, the son of Ibrahim
Didi. the banished Minister, who is the very sounl of this conspiracy. So also as regards the
interpretation at the green. The Government Maldivian Interpreter was not allowed to go on shore
on rhe Monday when the general assembly was called at the green, it was Ibrahim Didi's son and
Hassan Didi who then interpreted. It must be remembered also that so early as the 31st March last
the ss. Ethiopia had conveyed to the Maldives from Colombo Ahawmad Didi, the son, and Abdulla
Didi. the brother. of the exile and arch-conspirator 1brahim Didi, together with Numara Gunduvar
Dori Manipulu, a banished eriminal, and Abdul Raman Alamsha, a Moorman. All these had been
sent beforehand by Ibrahim Didi in furtherance of his nefarious scheme.

Placed as they were—deceived for a whole week by false stories, frightened by the knowledge
of what would cert_ain[:: tollow objection or repudiation, with the presence of a British man-of-war
apparently supporting the pretensions of the usurper and his party—it is inconceivable that the
assembly could bave come to any other conelusion bui that the usurper and his adherents had found
favour in British eres, oradopt any other line of conduct than a forced and uninquiring acquiescence
in what to all appearance was the will of the Ceylon Government they regard so much. I mean no
disrespect to_tha Commissioner when I point out the futile, imperfect, and misleading nature of the
inquiry. With the ‘best of intentions he was himself the victim of deceit and fraund. Nor, while
lamenting the nansatisfactory natura of that inquiry, should I fail to recall to Your Excellency's mind
tl:ge character and results of previons inquiries. Mr. Gerald Browne and Sir Noel Walker, when
Lieutenant-Governor, came and made the fullest inquiry into Maldivian affaivs; so did Mr, J.J.
Thorburn, sent by Yo'ur Excelleney ; 8o did the Hon. Mr. Taylor, while acting as Colonial Secre-
tary of Ceylon. The inquiries made by them were full, prolonged, searching, aund exhaustive, and J
feel proud to beg Your Excellency’s attention to the fact that the report made upon every one of these
inquiries was eminently l’.avonrable to my administration. I do not think Your Excellency will
easily be persuaded that in the course of two or three years I could have drifted so far from the
satisfactory position which these authoritative representations attest,

I will not trouble Your Excellency with any demonstration of my right to th '
descenp and by the law and custom of the countrgl am the rightfal hejirr. gA tableao;h;:;eeazloﬁvy

b |
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which I take leave to append to this letter, will afford such further information as Your Excel_lency
may care to have (Annexure A). Butaparteven from questions of theright of succession, thereis the
fact that T have been Sultan for eleven years. Your Kxcellency and the Ceylon Government have
confirmed me and fully recognized my right all through these years—confirmed and recognized it
after adequate and well-directed inquiry. Move than that, on two occasions when the present usurper,
set up by the same intriguers as urge him on now, made 8o bold as to prefer a claim to the throne as
against me, Your Excellency’s Government distinctly and fully repelled his pretensions, on the latter
nocasion even with a stern expression of disapproval. That being so, it becomes unnecessary to
discuss the question of right. . , .

To this recital of my wrongs and mistortune I beg Your Excellency’s earnest and gracious
consideration. It is no light or common trouble that has fallen upon me. I have been despoiled of
my throne. It has been geized from me by one who has no manner of right to it, nor indeed, if the
£ull trath were known, any serious wish to hold it, but who is the mere puppet of a band of discom-
fited intriguers, who hope to malke his youth, inexperierce, and inability serve their own schemes of
greed and rapine and gelfish enrichment. Iam the prey of plot and perfidy and inirigue, the victim
of scandalous misrepresentation. My people are the victims of deceit, and will before long become
the victims of an oppression which those who deceive’and delude them are even now preparing. The
promoters of my country's prosperity are in exile or degradation. Those who have done their beat
to wreck it, or to make it the mere instrument of their private gain, are coming into honour and
prominence and power. The treatment of these disorders by Your Excellency's Government—I
speak of the late Commission of Inquiry—has failed to remove or reduce them, has in fact gone in its
offects to countenance and aggravate them. And all this in circumstances where I might reasonably
have counted upon the sympathy and support of the Ceylon Government, and on the morrow of an
event which would have increased immeasurably both my own happiness and that of my people.
The bitterness of disappointment and humiliation is added to the harrowing sense of loss and wrong.
I am uiterly undone. In my despair I find a gleam of comfort in recalling Your Excellency’s attitude
of consistent kindness and consideration towards me, 1 think that, to Your Excellency at least, I
shall not appeal in vain. Ibeg Your Excellency’s just and powerful interposition to give to me back
my rightful throne and to give me back to my loyal people. Iwake bold even to claim your generous
interference. My misforiunes call for sympathy, and my wrongs for redress, Your Excellency will
not desert one who has been for eleven long years loyal to the British Crown and obedient to
the Ceylon Government, whose rule, in spite of overwhelming difficulties, has done much for the
progress of his people, and has gained the approbation of Your Excellency’s Government. The
relations of the past as well as my present extremity plead powerfully in support of my claim. But
I am not without a claim even stronger than these. In the treaty made by my eldest brother, Sultan
of the Maldive Islands, with the Government of Ceylon on the 16th Decewber, 1887, such a case as
mine was expressly provided for. By the fourth clanse of that treaty it was expressly agreed that
the Sultan of the Maldive Islands should be protected from internal difficulties by the English
Government of Cevlon. Iappeal to Your Excellency on the basis of that agreement. Iaskthe Ceylon
Government to give me protection in the difficulties that have arizen within my dowinions, and which
ave so fruitful of injury to myself and to my subjects ; and Task it the more confidently because it was
in the territory of Cevlon that the seeds were sown of the plots from which those difficulties have
arisen,and by which they are maintained. I earnestly beg that Your Excellency will be pleased, upon
a consideration of the grievances I have heréin set forth, and I may add that I am prepared to expound
and substantiate them more fully in whatever manner Your Excellency may desire, to interpose for
my protection. I humbly ask for the protection promised me in the fourth clause of the treaty which
1 have already cited, a treaty that was entered into at the express and urgent desire of the Government
of Ceylon, and every obligation of which I have on my part fully and faithfully performed. I pray
that Your Excellency will be pleased to grant me your aid, in such manner as may seem necessary
and adequate, to remove the band of conspirators who have caused and are causing difficulties,
commotions, confusion, and disorder within my country, and to regain my righttul dominion over a
people whose loyalty to me is b:yond question, and whose best interests are still, as they have ever
been, nearest my heart,

In the earnest hope that an appeal in such circumstances, and made to one who has ever proved
himself strong to uphold the right, will not puss unheard and unheeded, and with every assurance
of my most profound respect for Your Excellency’s person and Government.

I remain, &c.,

HADJIE MUHAMMAD IMAD-UD-DIN ISKANDAR,
Sultan of Maldives.
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W THE MALDIVE ISLANDS.

Annernre B.

i i sq., M.A., in Charge of Maldive Exploring Expedition, to His Highness
J: BeEm e hsqﬁ{uhurﬁmad Imr?d-ud-din, Sultan of the Maldives.

Colombo, May 8, 1900,

I THANK Your Highness for the additional presents which Your Highness has been good
enoughI ;ﬁ?ﬁ}loﬁféd that Your Highness made arrangements to receive me on the L}R}' we left Malé
in the gs. Ileafee. Neither the Captain of the “Ileafee” nor I was aware of t.l_ns, or the veslsel
would not have sailed until the evening or for a day or two; we were not aware either from Hassan
Didi that Your Highness wished to send over a letter or messengers. - bend]

I arranged with Hassan Didi to see Your Highness on the day before sailing, but w hen went
on shore to see Your Highness, Hassan Didi informed me t{xa.\t Your nghnes_s could not see me, 1
asked then when I could see His Highness, and Hassan Didi informed me that Your Highness could

. SBBIT:érat deeply that I wasin this way prevented from seeing Your Highness by Your Highness's

¥ ik-fan. .
ValanaIgd:;xtls i?? whatever your Ministers may say, I can agaiu_assure Your nghnesa tha.t you hs.\vle
the best wishes of the Ceylon Government. I am sure, too, thau.should Y‘our Highness w_1sh to visit
Ceylon, India, or England, Your Highness will have the best assistance of the Government.

A letter intimating your wishes shoull be sent to the Ceylon Government first. '

I will write to Your Highnes;;)ffﬁ'om England, where I shall represent your kindness and

i my party to the Colonial ce. )
attenh%r:';:ﬁng ‘}}oui Highness may long continue in good health and enjoyment of every blessing,

J. STANLEY GARDINER, ML.A.,
In charge of Maldive Exploring Expedition,

No. 85.
MINUTE by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor.

YOUR EXCELLENCY,—THE Sultan Imad-ud-din submits a petition and says that he has wired
to the Secretary of State to suspend his decision until he has laid his case before Your Excellency and
the Secretary of State. )

There are several points in the petition oun which I feel bound to comment, and will do so in
the order of their occurrence.

Imad-nd-din says that his choice of his brother Dori Manipulu to act as Regent during his own
absence at Suez wasan excellent.one. It was an excellent one for Sams-ud-din and his party. Dori
Manipulu is the most colourless, timid, and incapable Maldivian that I have come aeross. No beiter
choice could have been made, if Imad-ud-din had wished to bring about the coup d'état which has
occurred,

He refers to Sams-ud-din’s two prévious impudent requests to be recognized as Sultan having
been prompily and peremptorily refused. I can answer for it that the vefusal on the part of the
Secretary of State at least was not prompt, for it was only given after very considerable hesitation,
and on the principle of letting the then existing state of things remain as far as possible.

He says thai he started on the “ Ileatee " on 15th Mayin full expectation of being restoved to
bis throne and his rights. This is not true. He had been carefully warned that if certain things
were found to be true he would not Le restored, and they were found to be true.

He says that my letter handed to him at Malé “requested him to return to Ceyion,” and
evidently assumes that I practically instructed him to return to Cerlon instanily. This was certainly
not the intention of my letter, though I admit that, in the inevitable haste of the moment, my letter
was not as unambiguously expressed as it might have been. I suggested that he should return to
Cerlon at his convenience; and I was fully conscious that, under the existing cireumsiances of
hostility to him, it was absolutely impossible Tor him to remain at Malé at that time.

He complains that my letter was transmitted to him throogh one hostile to him, The answer
is obvious., There was in the whole of Malé only one person not hostile to him, ie., his brother
Dori Manipulu,and he refused to come near me.

He complains that Dori Manipulu was not allowed to visit him on the *]leafee.” I do not
believe this., Judging from my own experience of the difficulty of getiing Dori Manipulu out of his
%wnhhouse, I think it much more likely that he declined to risk himself outside even to get to his

rother.

He asserts that as soon as it was known in Colombo that a Commission was to go to che
Maldives, Mr, Carimjee Jafferjee sent the “Aska " to Malé to give notice and prepare the way. If this
is true I did not know it, but it would explain certain things which I noticed at Malé.” It may,
however, be noted that when the “ Agka' sailed it was still merely newspaper rumour that any
Government official was going, and it was certainly not known that I was going.

To the best of my belief the statements of Imad-ud-din that the people, with the exception of
about a score, are loyal to him still is quite unfounded. When I went about among * the people”
(t.e., not the Ministers), it was quite certain that even when I was thinking about quite other matters
they pressed upon me Sams-nd-din’s claims,

As to Ibrahim Didi, it was probably true that he is hostile to Imad-ud-din, and is more or less in
accord with the new ruler, a8 Imad-ud-din flogged him and banished him. I have it from you that
it is not true, as Imad-ud-din says, that Yonr Excellency forbade Ibrahim Didi to be received at
Queen's House,

Ido not think that from my minutes of my interviews with Imad-ud-din on 12thand 27th May
anything of importance was omitted, Ouly one instance of such omission is, as far as I can see,
given, and that is an instance, not of omission on my part, but of Japse of memory on the part of
Imad-ud-din. He says that at the frst interview he gave me a list of some six or seven of the
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mischief-makers, and begged me not w allow these men to influence the investigation. Asu matter
of fact he gave me no list, thongh atter I was on board the *“Highfiyer" and the anchor was already
up he sent me such a list.

Imad-ud-din says he was treated as a criminal. I at least have been most courteous to him
throughout. :

He complains that at the interview with the inhabitants of Malé I stood close to the usurper
and thus gave the people an impression that I was there solely to support the usurper, As a matter
of fact, with great ditHculty I procured the attendance of Imad-ud-din's own man (Dori Manipula),
and I stood between him and 3ams-ud-din, as near one as the other.

Imad-ud-din also says that I received the usurper with all the customary marks of respect
(to a Sultan), I met Sawms-ud-dinas a gentlemnan, but personally showed him no more respect than I
did, say, to Dori Manipulu. I must note also that at my request the *“ Highflyer ” fired no salute on
arrival or at any other time in honour of the Sultan (Sums-ud-din).

He cowplains that the Government Malilivian Interpreter was not allowed to land for the
Durbar on Monday, but the fact is that he refused to cothe.

Imad-ud-din makes some capital out of the favourable reports on himself by Mr. Taylor and
others, The general impression on my mind by their reports is not to this effect.

He suys that by the fourth clause of what he terms the treaty between the Ceylon and
Maldivian Governments *“it was expressly agreed that the Sultan of the Maldive Islands should be
protected from internal difficulties by the English Government of Ceylon.” I presume that it is on
the strengeh of this distorted reading of the document that he mude formal application to me
to supply him with a body of Ceylon police to keep him on his throne.

I cannot see that Imad-ud-din in this petition brings forward any new facts. The Sultan is, as
usual, very inaccurate in saying that the son of Ibrahim Didi was used as an interpreter during my
visit to the Maldives., The facts are as follows :—

During my interviews with the Regent and with Mohammed Didi on board the “ Highfiyer"
on the day ot my arrival our so-called Government Interpreter was the only Maldivian employed to
interpret. Aguin, when I went ashore that afternoon, I took him and used him as much as possible
in my interview with Sams-ud-din in the palace. I say “as much as possible,” for it is very difficult
to get him to interpret in a straightforward manner, and I used any means that came to my hand to
check his interpretation, and even found that with quite an unexpected number of Maldivians who
could speak a little English I could to a certain extent get some questionsanswered in that language.
But, as I said before, our Government Interpreter was present on that oceasion, and was used as tar as
he would allow himself to be used. Later in the afternoon, when wandering about the town and
asking discursive questions, I took the Government Interpreter with me, but was warned that he was
an object of so much hostility that it was not safe to take him about the streets. [ however persisted.
and made the people nnderstand that he wasin attendance on me, and that any attemypt to molest him
would be sternly checked. He would hardly speak at all after that, but I continued to get on by
using a little Euglish and geiting my Tamil Interpreter to do Tamil and Hindustani. On the
Monday when [ went on shore much the same thing happened, and instead of only using the
Government [nterpreter, I used half a dozen different meansof getting at the facts. Throughout my
stay at Malé, however, the Government Interpreter, at his own special request, was never on shore
without me: and all the general inquiries made by Barr Mudaliyar (who was on shore the whole
time) were made through the media of Tamil and Hindnstani.

EVERARD 1x THURN.

’

No. 88.
The Right Hon. J. Chamberlain. M.P., to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway,

¢.C.ALG., E.C.B,, E.C.8.1.
Ceylon.—No. 245, Downing street, July 17, 1903.

SIR.~I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 239 of the 17th
June relative to recent occurrences in the Maldives.

2. I have also received from the deposed Sultan a telegram that he has fallen a victim to the
intrigues and misrepresentations of a usurper.

4. The question which of the two rival claimants has the better hereditary claim to the throne
is one on which I am not prepared to express an opinion, The really important factor in the
situation is that the Sultan Imad-ud-din appears to have lost the confidence of the people over whom
he ruled, and that theaction of Muhamwmwad Sams-ud-din in occupying the throne meets with general
approval in Jalé. It also seems clear that it would not be possible to replace and maintain the
deposed Sultan without tha use of force, which wou!d be contrary to the prineiples which have
hitherto guided the Goyernmenﬁ of Cerlon in its relations with the Maldives.

4. T have therefore no hesitation in adopting your view that the best conrse will be to accept
the present situation, and I accordingly telegraphed to you on the l4th instant:—* Referring to your
despatch No. 239, proposal approved. Desirable that there should be voluntary abdication on
guarantee of specified annual allowance.”

3. The suggestion contained in the last sentence of this telegram was made becanse I feel—
and I have no dgabt that you will ugree—ihat it'is desirable to tale gome steps to prevent as far as
possible t-;:xe continnance qf the perplexing series of revolutions and counter-revolutions which have
oc'curred in the Maldives in recent years. The best method of effecting this seems to be to obtain the
withdrawal of the pretensions of the unsuccessful competitor for the throne. It appears from your
despatch that no objection need be expected on the part of Sultan Sams-ud-din to the proposal
ﬂ:izr.cslxasil;;;able fixed allowance shall be guaranteed to the ez-Sultan in return for the withdrawal of

6. In conclusion, I desireto express my appreciati ili i i
Thurn has shown in carr,ying out his mi%sion. v oPP S8 o $Rerphilikyant! SOLAH R fin

I have, &c,
J. CHAMBERLAIN,
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No. 87.

The Right Hon. J., Chamberlain, M.P.. to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B, KE.C.8.1.
Ceylon.—No. 267. Downing sireet, July 24, 1903,
SIR,—I HAVE the honvur to transmit io you, as requested in your telegram of the 22nd in_sta.nt.,‘

copies of the enclosures to Sir A. Gordon’s despatch No, 2 of the 4th January, 1833, on the subject of
affairsin the Maldives.
I have, &c.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN,

Enclosure No, I in.Nv. 87.

Mubammad Muin-ud-din, Sultun of the Maldive Islands, to Governor the Hon. Sir A,
H. Gordon, G.C.M.G.

YOUR EXCELLENCY,~WHEREAS from the earliest times the Sultans of the Maldive Archipelago
have been tributary to and under the protection of the rulers of the Island of Cerlon, and whereas it
is our unnual customn to send a mission bearing tribute to the Government of Ceylon, now I, Mubhammad
Muin-ud-din, Saltan of the Maldives, being impressed with the necessity that exists in these present
times of placing this faci on record for the better ensuring my subjects and the territories under my
dominion from molestation by any foreign State, do hereby acknowledge on bebalf of myself, my
heirs and successors, the authority of the Sovereign of Great Britain, us represented by the Govgrnment
of Ceylon, over these Islands: and I further acknowledge that I am not at liberty to enter into any
negotiations or treaty regurding them with any foreign State, except through the ruler of Ceylon,
and I expressly renounce any intention of doing so. ) o

With the object of preventing future disputes among my people, I am further desirous of being -
formally installed in the office of Sultan of the Maldive Islands by the Government of Ceylon, and I
request that Your Excellency will cause the necessary confirmation to be made accordingly at an
sarly date, and that this course may in future be considered for the installation of my successors
us Sultans of these Islands. I beg to nssure Your Excellency that I am ready to enter into any more
formal agreement embodying the terms of this declaration shounld you desire it.

Given under wy hand at the Palice of Maulé, this Sixteenth day of December, One thousand
Eight hundred and Eighty-seven.

e MUHAMMAD MUIN-UD-DIN.

Encloswie No, 2 in Nu, 87,

Lieutenant Alfred C. Christopher, Seatorth Highlanders, Aide-de-Camp, to His
Excellency the Governor.

Colombo, December 22, 1337.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to state I ayrived at Malé in H.M.S. Algerine on the 14th instant, and
duly delivered your Excellency's letter to His Highness the Sulian of the Maldives that afternoon.

His Highness stated that the reply, which I forward herewith, would be ready on the 17tk
instant, aud on the morning of that day it was handed to me.

The letter is not in Arabic, as the previous communications from the Sultan, the Moonshee
hitherto resident at the Court being no longer there, having, I was told, incurred His Highness's
displeasure. On learning this I recommended that the letter should be written in Maldivian, but
although this language in one form or another is spoken throughout the Islands, neither the Sultan
nor any one of his Ministers can write it.

His Highness therefore urgently requested that I would take a reply in English, as in default
of Arabic he said he would have “no confidence” (si¢) in signing a letter written in any other
language.

Although I should have preferred to receive a letter written in Arabic or Maldivian, and
plainly and repeatedly intimated my wish to that effect, I did not feel myself at liberty to refuse to
receive a letter written in English,

This letter was almost a transcript of that drafted by Sir F. Richards, and I was aware that
every word and syllable of it was fully understood and had been thoroughly discussed hy His

" Highness and his Ministers.

It did not appear to me that in these circumstances I could with propriety offer further
opposition to His Highness's persistent wish on the subject.

I have little reason to doubt that the Sultan would have signed the letter drafted by Sir
F. Richards, or written a lecter of similar purport after the Admiral’s visit, but for the powerful
influence of the Moolah and the advice of o Bombay trader.

I have. &e.,

ALFRED C. CHRISTOPHER Lieut.,
Aide-de-Camp.

Enclosure No. 8 in No. 87.
Governor the Hon. Sir A, H, Gordon, G.C.M.G., to Hig Highness the Soltan of the Maldives,

Queen's House,
Colombo, December 28, 1887,

I HAVE received with pleasure and satisfuction Your Highness's letter of the 16th instunt,

" 2. Tam ready to grant the sanction to your authority which you seek., In the name of Her
Majesty the Queen I confirm you as Sultan of the Maldives, promising and engaging to grant the like
confirmation to your successors the Sultans of the Maldive Islands duly succeeding to the throne
according to the Maldivian laws and customs of succession. ’
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5. The presents which it is customury to make on such oceasions cunnot now be_prapared in
time for conveyance by this opportunity, but will be duly forwarded for Your Hivhness's acceptance

us soon as is possible, ) . . i
I also engage in the nume of Her Majesty the Queen that Her .\Iz_uesty will continue, as in
time past, to protect and defend the Maldive Islands from all foreign enemies whatsoever.

3. Being informed that vou have telt some apprehansion lest your domestic affairs should be
interfered wich by the Queen’s Government or some of its officers, I cannot hesitate to repeat that
[ also engage in Her Majesty's nawe to interfere in no manuer in the local affairs of the Maldive
Islands, in either the framing or the administration of the luws, or in any other matter of purely
internal coneern, nor will I allow any one under any authority so to meddle.

6. Your Highness ac the close of your lester, offers to enter into a formal agreement
contirmatory of the declarations contained therein should it be desired that you shoulf:l do so. That
is quite unnecessary. as Your Highness only gives expression to that which already exists. and males
no new concession.

May Your Highness enjoy a long and prosperous reign.

4 I have, &c.,

A. GORDON.

No. 88.
Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. Wesi Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.5., K.C.5.1,, to His Highness
Saltan Mubammad Imad-ud-din,

The Queen’s Cottage,
Nuwara Eliya, July 27, 1903.

YoUR HIGHXESS,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of Your Highness's letter of
26ch June, in which you discuss at some length the history of recent occurrences in the Maldive
Islands. %,

If this Gov-vnment had deposed Your Highness from the Sultanate, some of your arguments
would have huwdl force, but this is not the case, Your Highness has been deposed by your own
subjects. and all {his Government had to consider was whether that act of deposition wasa mere
intrigue of a few or veally the nct of the great majority of Your Highness's people. If the inguiry
made by the Lieutenant-Governor had shown that Your Highness had been deposed by an intrigue
of a small disatfected party which did not represent the bulk of the population, and if, moreover, it
appeared that there had been no maladwministration to justify or excuse such a step, I should not have
been prepursd to recognize Sams-ud-din Khan as Sultan, But even in those circumscances I should
not have actively assisted Your Highness to recover your throne, for such an action wounld have been
opposed to our policy of non-interference in the internal nffairs of the Maldives, a policy which
Your Highness has consistenily approved during the period of your rule. I[need hardly remind Your
Highness that when vou ousted vour cousin, the present de facto Sulian, for whom yon were Regens
trom the Sultanate, this Government did not interfere in his favour, The ciuse would have been
different had rour mistortune been hrought about by a policy or proceedings which had been pressed
upon you by this Governmens, but, as Yonr Highness knows, the coutrary is the case.

The Lisutenant-Governor had my directions, in caze his inquiry satisfied him that there had
been no maladministration to jnstify the revolution and thac che bulk of the population were in
tavour of your vecurn to puwer, io remain unel your arrival and to give you moral support in
veplacing vourselt on the throne. But Mr. im Thurn was satisied by the inguiries which he made
from your own brother, the Regent, among others, thas the people would not receive you as Sultan,
aud thas they had good reason,becauss of Your Highness's extravagance, prolonged absences, and other
acts of maladministration, for their refusal. In these circumstances there wasno usein Mr.im Thuarn
remaining until your arrival. as he could not have given you even moral support or assistance.

Your Highness siates thae in the letter which Mr. im Thurn left for you he requested you to
return to Colombo. It was not Mr, im Thurn's intention that you should reiurn without landing
and satisfying vourself that the people would not accept you as their ruler: on the contrary he kad
satisfied himself that on landing rou would be honourably received. Iam sorry that Your Highness
so interpreted cthe letter. but I have to remind you that you are a free agent and are not detained
here by the Government. Aceordingly,if you really believe that the bulk of your former subjects are
willing to receive ron as Sultan, roun ars free to vetnrn with your Maldivian Ministers and followers
to Malé and recover your throne. I have not yet recognized Sams-ud-din Khan, and do not propose
to do so uniil he has agreed to make whar I consider to be adeguate arrangements for Your
Highuaess's supporr.

In your leuter under reply thers are many inaceuracies and mis-statements, which it is
unnecessary for me to correct, as they do not affect the only material question, which is, whether vou
have any right to expect this Government to replace you on the throne by force, )

These exceptions ave your suggestion that you returned to Colombo from Egypt and thence

to Malé in the beliet thut you would receive assisiance from this Government in regaining your
throne. I musi remind rou that in reply to your telegram I telegraphed to you at Suez stating that
I could not actively interfere in your favour, and that both in interviews with the Lieutenant-
Governor and myself you were unmistakably and repeatedly told that this Government would not
interfere by force, and that it entirely depended on the result of the Lieutenant-Governor's inquiry
whether it would use its influence in your favour by refusing to recognize the de fucto Sultan., You
nuite clearly understood the intentions of this Government.
. Again, you sf.ate‘ that in the treaty made *“ by my eldest brother with the Government of Ceslon
such a case as mine was expressly provided for. By the 4th clause of that treaty it was expressly
agreed that the Sultan of the Maldive Islandsshould be protected from internal difficulties by the
Engl.islh Government,” and you appeal to me on the basis of that agreement. There is no such
provision in the treaty or agreement in question. Bui by that :Lgreefuent it was, on the contrarv
engaged in Her Majesty’s name that the Ceylon Government should interfere in o manner in the
local nffq.u-s of the Maldives in either the framing or administration of the laws orin any other
matter of purely internal concern. ’
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Your Highness states that you have sent a message by cable to the Secretary of Stute usking
‘him to suspend his decision on the case until you had laid it fully before him and myself. With
this request the Secratary of State has been unable to comply, for on the 1dth instant he telegraphed
to me approving the proposals mude by me in a despatch dated 17th June, which included the
recognition as Sultan of Sams-ud-din Khan.l . o o

I am unwilling to take this step until a suitable provision has been made by him for your
subsistence, and accordingly I propose to depute an officer to Malé, who should bLe accompanied by
Your Highness's representative to arrange this matter. In the meantime I am prepared to continue
for another month, by which time a settlement ought to be effected, the allowance which I agreed to
muke temporarily to Your Highness. ) i

Finally, I must notice the remark contained in your letter under reply to the etfect that Your
Highness hus been “treated as a criminal™; T regret that you should have been induced to allow
80 unjust and baseless a charge to be made. It is quite inconsistent with the previous statement in
the same letter that your hopes had been raised by the honourable reception which you had received.
This Government gave Your Highness the means of returning to the Maldives to assert your rights,
for you had not the money to do so. It has throughout treated you with courtesy and hospitality.
Indeed, I shall always be anxious to continue to you honourable treatment so long as you reside in
Ceylon, and to do my best to make your life hers agreeable and pleasant.

I should be glad toreceive atan early date Your Highness's reply to my proposul that you should
send to Malé with my officer a representative authorized to negotiate with Sums-ud-din Khan the
question of a suitable allowance.

I have, &c.,

WEST RIDGEWAY.

No. 89.

His Highuess Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West
Ridgeway. G.C.).G,, K.C.B,, K.C.5.1.
“ Noorany Villa,"
Kollupitiya, July 31, 1903.

May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—I HAVE the honour ro ucknowledge with thanks the
receipt of Your Excellency’s kind favour of the 27th instant. for which I am much obliged to Your
Excellency.

I have duly noted that Your Excellency has not yet recognized Sams-ud-din Khan as the Sultan
of the Maldives, and does not propose to do so until he makes adequate arrangements for my support.

I am chanktul to Your Excellency for the proposal made in Your Excellency's letter under
reply. but much regret that I am unable to find a suitable person,in whom I can place my confidence,
to accompany the otficer whom Your Excellency will depute to proceed to Malé to negotiate with
Sams-ud-din Khan the question of a suitable and adequate allowance to be made to me. [ would,
therefore, leave this matter entirely in Your Excellencr's hands, as I am sure that Your Excelleney
will see that a suitable provision will be made for my subsistence.

I appreciate Your Excellency’s unxiety to see me treated with courtesy and hospitality and
Your Excellency's kind promise to continue the same honounrable treatment during my stay here,
which has always boen ugreeable und pleasant to me.

I have, &c.,
MUHAMMAD IMAD-UD-DIN ISKANDAR.

No. 90.

Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway, G.C.M,G., K.C.B,, K.C.S.L..
to the Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, M.P.
Miscellaneous.—No, 386. Ceylon, September 1, 1903.

_ SIR,—IX continaation of my despatch No. 239 of the 17th June, 1903, on the gubject of
affairs in the Maldive Islands, I have the honour to forward for your information copy of w letter
received trom.Suimu Iinad-ud-din,® together with &4 memorandum thereon by Mr, im Thurn.t

) 2, I attach also copies of further correspondence with the Sultan Imad-ud:din,? and also
with the Sultan Sams-ud-din. I do not anticipate that there will he much difficulty in arriving at a
satisfactory settlement. )

1 have, &ec.,
WEST RIDGEWAY.

Enclosure No. 1 in No. 90,

His Highness Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar to che Hon, the Colonial
Secretary.

HoN. SIR,—~YOUR letter of the 29tL June, 1903. has be i i
" - 81 tte 2 3. has en received. You wished to know
uon? us wg‘u sum the Maldivian Government will par Muhamwad Imad-ud-din, son of ::u ;atl::g:l
?gc e, in f) @ awlfe_nt. of his losing the throne. We sent you our reply by letter dated the 19th June
your above letter (under reply) you say you do not consider our reply a fair one. I

* Nee Nu. 84, t Nee No. 85, I ¥ee Nus, 58 and §Y,
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In the event of u removal of a Sultan it is only customary here to give him food and clothing
and other necessaries (in kind) to live lilce other princes, but never to pay him in moner. Such
payment (in kind) is now being made or transterred to his brother Manduke Dori Manipul.
This is a very ancient custom in force until now. In our previous letter we submitted to you
the information about this custom. I regret very much that in our last letter I failed to distinctly
communicate to yonr honour the payable amount as yoa desired. I now hasten to send this letier
with great respect.

What I have to inform your honour by this (letter) is this. I consent and agree without
any demur to any amount Hxed by the Governor of Ceylon, cousistently with the state of this poor
weak Government. to be paid to Muhammad Imad-ud-din, the son of my paternal uncle. Moreover.
I have written and referred to Hadji Ibrahim Didi Etfendi, the husband of my aunt (or mother-in-law),
now residing in Colombo. He will give your honour a detailed account of the actnal state of afairs
of this Government and its abject poverty. ) ,

In the matter of Muhammad Imad-ud-din, I pray that your honour will be graciously pleased
to take into consideration the reduced condition ot this Government, and to support us with your
great justice and most generouns and complete kindness of heart. The enndition of this Government
is not an unknown matter to your hononr. Because of the reduced circnmstances of this Govern-
ment, they pay to its ruler monthly Rs. 550 worth of food and clotking.

I wish to be informed us to how the sum payable should be remitted to Muhammad Imad-
ud-din, the son of my paternal uncle, whether throngh your Government or through our agent at
Colombo. Further, let me know the uctual amount of his debts which I promised to pay off, as well
as the amount paid to him by the Ceylon Government until such time as his expenses are paid for by
this Government.

I beg to assure your honour distinctly and fully of my lovalty to the powerful British
Government and to abide by your advice.

It is not by the strength and woalth of this Government that I carry on my Government, saved
from its enemies, foreign and domesiic; it is from the Ceylon Government alone that I received
help and support.

Wherefore I pray His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon to be unto me as above,

Long life to you. :

Malé, Maldives, 22 Rapiul Thani, 1321, Tjri (18th July, 1903).

Enclosure Nv. 2 in No. 90,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to His Highness Sultan Muhammad Samas-ud-din Iskandar,

Mo wssemsss Colonial Secretary's Office,
° 015436 Colombo, Auguss 24, 1903,

S1r,—I ax directed by His Excellency the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your leiter
of the 13cth July last on the subject of the payments to be paid by the Muldivian Government on
account of the Sultan Imad-ud-din.

2. Tam to reply chat the Governor is willing that the allowance to be made to Sultan Imad-
ud-din by the Maldivian Guvernment should be reduced to Rs, 25 per diem, which is the least sum
on which 4 man in Sultan Imad-ud-din's position can live in Colombo.

] 3. His Excellency considers it very desirable that Sultan Imad-ud-din should not under the
circumstances return to the Maldives, where his presence would certainly lead to complaints and
perhaps disturbauces and the consequent reluctant intervention of the British Governent.

4. ) Indeed, taking all the circumstances into consideration, the Governor desires to suggest for
your conmderati?n that it would be better for the Maldivian Government to offer to make the allowance
Rs. 30 instead of Rs. 25 per diem, on the express condition that the Sultan Imad-ud-din should a; once
abdicate. His E;cellency would be glad to have your views on this point at an early daie,

d. I‘ am to add that che following advances made to Sulian Imad-ud-din by the Cerlon
Governmgnc oron its guarantee will have to be repaid by the Maldivian Government, and any further
debt: twlillch tlI:e SL}Itabt}ﬁlaad-ud-r:lindmay hereafter show to the satisfaction of the Ceylon Govern-
ment to have been justifiably incurred in maintaining hi iti i 3
hedegnon by the Sbiteiag O R 2 g his position while on the throne should also be

(@8] LoaRns tg g&;tau Imad-ud-din by Mr, Noorbhai, guaranteed br the Ceylon Government,

(2) Cost of sending Sultan [mad-ud-din to Malé by the ss. Ileafee Ra. 2,000,
(3) Allowance of Rs. 30 per diem paid to Sultan from 23rd May, 1903.

8. The Governor will be glad to have an early and full reply to this letter, and desires me to

say that if it is not possible to settle the matter b letter, h iti
A el e ¥ er, e proposes to depute a British oMcer to

7. Tam to add that as soon as a satisfactor ttl is i
R B ¥ settlement is made the Governor will be glad to

I am, &e.,
EVERARD 1M THURN,
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No. 91,
Sultan Mahammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
WE beg to inform your honour that your letter dated thg :(?Iith August, 1903, written under the
i i F Hi llency the Governor of Ceylon, duly reached us. .

d"amg?‘gzﬁsH;:nﬁfIcihgt Ejiris Excellency the Governor was pleased to reduce the duily allowance
to His Highness Mubammad Imad-ud-din to Rs. 25 per day as being uppropriate tor one in hig

T
posmog m\‘f:e‘:lt?ergt?:s:t His Excellency to look to the state of onr poor and weak Government with an
eye of E.ompusaion and pity, and fix the daily allowance to His Highness Mubammad Imul-ud-din at
Rs; 20 per day as long a3 le stays in Colombo, for this is the utmost that this poor Government can

ord, as it i oor at present. ‘ .
= d'Idt'sLl'[ti;sE:cecElgncy thg Governor is not inclined to nccede to tEus request, we are prepared to
yield to the decision of His Excellency the Governor to pay at Rs 2; per day. .

3. Woe had written to say that we had no objection if His Highness Muhammad Imad-nd-din
wished to return and reside in the Maldives, but if His Excellency the Governor doesnot approve of it
1so yield to that view. ! . o
i prespnt V‘;z a};:fveyagreed to pay the amounts as stated in your letter, and the Maldivian Goverpment,
has instructed Haji Ibrahim Didi Effendi, whois now in Colombo, to pay ihose debts, aud he will pay
the same to the Government of Ceylon. You had also written regurding some other debts which His
Highness Muhammad Imad-ud-din had iucurred during his Sultanate to maintain his position, and if
that debt is also estublished, yes! We will see about it after the same has been proved, and at a time
this Government will be in a position to bear the same, and if this Governinent was bound to pay the
= 5, I hope this matter ends with this letter, and it is not necessary to send a British of:}icer
from there to this place for a matter of this kind, and I wish to fnish this watter as early as possible,

so that there may Le no inconvenience to the Government of Ceylon. i .
6. Iam glad that His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to recognize me as Sultan of
the Muldive Islands on the finishing ot this matter soon, and I thank His Excelleney for it very much.

Dated Malé, Muldives, 11th day, month of Jamaduthany 1321 (lth September, 1903).
MUHAMMAD SAMS-UD-DIN ISKANDAR.

No. 92.

His Highness Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din to Governor the Right Hon, Siv J. West
Ridgeway, G.C.)LG., K.C.B,, K.C.8.1.

Kollupitiya. September 4, 1903,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—I SHOULD take it ag a great favour it Your Excellency
would permit me, in continuation of my reply to Your Excellener's letter of the 29th J'u[.y last and
of the Znd instant, to impress napon Your Excellency how completely I have fallen a vietim to the
perfidy, intrigue, and inordinate ambition of Ministers.

2. I beg leave to lay before Your Excellency the fact that the monthly expenses of my
maintenance amount to close about Rs. 2,000, and to pray that Your Excellency may be pleased to
cause such arrangement to be made as would be commensurate with my wants, Being assured of
the unsatistactory reply which would be vouchsated to Your Excellency by Sams-ud-din Khan at the
instigation of his present advisers, whose astitude towards me and their anfecedents are not unlknown
to Your Excellency, with respect to my allowance. I am confidens thar Your Excellency would see
that the ullowance asked for in my letter isncceded to by them, asunless this sum, which is the actual
expenditure I have to incur for my maintenance, is allowed, I shall find it dificult to meet my
ordinary wants.

3. I begalso to ask that arrangements may be made for the payment of the debes and wages
due by the Maldivian Government to British subjects. The debt left in this respect by my
predec’essors was a large one. Butin my time I reduced it considerably, I truss steps are taken for
wiping it off entirely,

4. Lastly, I would beg that the Maldivian Government as it now exists may be directed to
rocall those of my Ministers and subjects who were lately banished to far away atclls, The sole
cause of their banishnent was their steadfast loyalty to me. I request also that some of my suite
who are with me here and whom I wish to send back may be allowed to return 1o their homes and
to live there without molestation.

Trusting that these requesis will receive due consideration at Your Excellency’s hands, and
with gratitude for the sympathr Your Excellency has besn pleased to express towards me, .

I remain, &e.
MUHAMMAD IMAD-UD-DIN.

No. 98.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to His Highness Sultan Muhammud Imad-ud-din.

Colonirl Secretary's Office,
" Colombo, September 12, 1903.

SIR,—1 aM directad to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the th instuni on the subject
of the monthly allowance to be paid to yon by the Maldivian Government and the sertlement of
certain debts incurred by them, o

2. Inreply I am to inform you that His Excellency the Fovernor is not prepared to press the
Maldivian Government to make you a larger allowance than Rs. 25 per diem, and that he regrets Le
is therefore unable to acceds to your wishes,

3. As regards the settlement by the Maldivian Government of debts which you state have
been incurred by the Government, I am to state that His Excellency the Governor will be glad to have

a statement of the just debts incurred by you. as Sultan, up to the time of yowr arrival in Colombo
from Suez. s
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4. Tam ioadd that His Excellency does not consider that His Majesty’s Government would
be justified in interfering with the affairs of the Maldivian Government in the matter of the recall of
the Maldivian sabjects who are alleged to have been exiled. His Excellency will, however, strongly
recommend to Sams-ud-din Khan that it would be desirable that, as a concomitant to the final settle-
ment of the question, a general amnesty should be granted to all hond fide Maldivian subjects.

I am, &e.,

A, G. CLAYTON,
for Colonial Secretary.

No. 94,
His Highness Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
. i “ Noorani Villa,"
¢ Eollupitiya, September 18, 1903.

SIR,~—] HAVE the hounour to acknowlsdge the receipt of your letter No. 017636 of the 12th
instant, for which I beg to thank you, P

In reply to paragmgh No. 2, I beg most respectfully to submit to His Excellency the Governor
that the allowance of Rs. 25 per diem offered by the Maldivian Government is not sufficient for me,
and it is hardly adequate to enable me to settle my private mattersina satisfactory manner. I would,
therefore, feel extremely obliged if His Excellency will be pleased to see his way to interfere and
arrange, if possible, that a more suitable allowance, as hitherto, be paid to me, which request, I trust,
His Excellency will be so kind as to comply with.

Regarding paragraph No. 3, I may mention that I have heard from my brothers at Malé that
the debts in question have been parily settled by the Maldivian Government, and I am now applying
to them for a detailed statement of the debts incurred by me, and on receipt of same I shall not fail
to submit same to His Excellency's information.

With veference to the last paragraph, [ am much pleased tonote that His Excellency will stron gly
recommend to Sams-ud-din Khan to grant a general amnesty to all bond fide Maldivian subjects.

I have, &c.,
MUHAMMAD IMAD-UD-DIN,

No. 96.

‘Che Right Hon, J. Chamberlain, M.P., to Governor Sir J. West Ridgewar,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B,, E.C8.1.

(eylon.—No. 338,
TDowning street, September 25, 1903.

81R,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour despatch No. 336 of the Ist
September on the subject of affairs in the Maldives.

2, T hope to hear shortly that satisfactory arrangements have been made for the maintenance
of the ex-Sultan, .- -

I bave, &c.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN,

No.986.
His Highness Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din to Governor Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.ALG.. K.C.B., K.C.S.1,
“ Noorani Villa,”
Kollupitiva, October 17, 1903.
AMAY IT PLEASE YO_UR EXCELLENCY,—I HAVE the honour to tender to Your Excellency
my best thanks for the audience Your Excellency accorded to me and Saltana Shariffa at the Queen’s
House, which we have appreciated to a great extent.

L beg that Your Excellency will be kind enough to accelerate and seitle the question of my
pension, so as to enable me to take my family, which is in pnor health av present, to Egypt under
medical advice,

I am, &c.,
MUHAMMAD IMAD.-UD-DIN,

No. 97.
‘I'ne Hon. the Colonial Secretary to Sams-ud-din Effendi.

Colonial Secreiary’s Office,
Colombo, October 19, 1903.

SIR,—I AM directed by His Excellency the Governor to acknowleg i :
of the %th ?nd 5t1h September, 1903. ERE I SRSRP U TRI

2, Inreply I am to inform you that the sumns specified in the enclosed statement ing
to Ra. 10,930 have beon received from Ibrahim Didi Ef’tpendi as from the Maldivian Gov%r;rrl?::?gga
that Ibrahim Didi Effendi has further undertaken to pay, month by month, as from the Maldi‘vian
Government, the daily ullowance of Rs. 25 to Sultan Imad-ud-din from the st October, 1903

3. Iam to remind you, however, that the question of what further debts were justly incurred
by the Sultan Imad-ud-din while recognized as Sultan of the Maldives is still outstanding; and I'am
to state that His Excellency the Governor considers that the two sums amounting to Rs 20,000
which were sdv:auced by M_r. T. AJ Noorbhai to Saltan Imad-ud-din for his expenses durin ’hi
stay at Suez, while he wus still legitimately Sultan of the Maldives, should, in common justice beg a-é
by the Maldlvian Government. His Excellency will be glad under the circumstances to hear ;:hatp :
:la;zeti;angzdhgzg)ay, zlf:iougg Ibrahim Didi or otherwise, this further just debt of Rs. 20,000 3{33
political gstr'ounds. proclaimed a general amnesty for all Maldivians banished from the Islands on

113-03



198

U THE MALDIVE 1SLANDS.

1. I am to add that as soon as the (Governor receives u sutisfactory unswer to these two
suggestions His Excellency will be pleased at once to formally recognize you as Sultan ot the
Maldives,

I am, &c.,
EVERARD IM THURN,
Colonial Secretary,

Statement referred to.

Ra.
.—Amount advanced by Mr, Noorblai under guarantee from the Ceylon
z AGovernment to thg’-‘iu]tan Imad-ud-din R 5,000
I1.—Amount paid by the Ceylon Goverament to Mr. Noorbhai for one trip of
the steumer “Illeafee’’ to Malé on the 15th May, 1903, and subsequent -
days ... o 2,
Il'.'[.-—-Amo{:nt advanced by the Ceylon Guvernment to the Sultun Imad-ud-din
from 23rd May, 1903, to 30th September, 1903 (inclusive), at Rs. 30 .
per diem jow wes 3,930

Total .. 10,930

No. 98.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to His Highness Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Colombo, October 26, 1903.

SIR,—1 AM directed by His Excellency the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 17th October.

2. Inreply to paragraph 2 of your letler I am to inform you that it has been settled that you
should be granted an allowance of Rs, 25 per diem by the Maldivian Government, payablo through
this Government.

3. Tam to add that in the event of your proceeding to Egypt this Government will try to
arvange that the allowance should be paid to you through the Egyptian Government,

I am, &c.,

A. G. CLAYTON,
for Colonial Secretary,

No, 29.

His Highness Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din to Governor the Right Hon, Sir J. West Ridgeway,
3.C.M.G., K.C.B, K.CS.I.
“ Noorani Villa,"
; Kollupitiya, October 28, 1903,

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—I HAVE duly received the Hon. the Colonial Secretary's
letter of the 26th October, and have now the honvur to express my best thanks to Your Excellency
for all the trouble and uttention paid for the due settlement of my allowance, which I note will be
paid to me through this Government.

Ifurther note that on my proceeding to Egypt the Cerlon Government will make arrangements
that my future allowances will be paid to me through the Egyptian Government.

I may mention that I intend leaving for Egypt with my family by the end of next month, and
before my doing so I shall not fail to acquaint the Ceylon Government the date of my departure.

I have, &c.,
MUHAMMAD IMAD-UD-DIN.

No. 100.

His Highness Sultan Muhammad Imad-ud-din to Governor the Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway,
G.C.M.G, K.C.B,,K.C.S.1.

“ Noorani Villa,”
Kollupitiya, November 9, 1903,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—I HAVE the honour to inform Your Excellency that I
will now be leaving Ceylon by the ss. City of Calcutta on the 1Zth instanc instead of the ss. Silesia.

I take this opportunity of tendering Your Excellency my heartfelt thanks for all the favours
received at Your Excellency's hands, and for the kind attention paid by Your Excellency to my request
in giving the necessaryinstructions to the Colonial Treasurer to pay me in advance the allowance dye
to me for the current and next months, which I have duly received.

I shall thank Your Excellency to kindly let me know on what day and at what time it will be
convenient for Your Excellency to accord me an audience, so as to enable me, before my depariure,
to pay my respects and wish ¥ good-bye " to Your Excellency.

. I shall also feel greatly obliged if Your Excellency will be pleased to give the necessarv
instractions to the Egyptian Government to pay me in future the allowances due to me monthly ut
Suez, as I will be residing there with my father-in-law Abdul Rahmun Bey Kamy until further notice,

:nlgein the event of any change in my addvess I shall not fail to acquaint the Ceylon Government of
L] .

) ‘Thanking Your Excellency again for the very many favours bestowed on me and for all the
kindness shown to me, :

1 ha}re. &e.,
MUHAMMAD IMAD-UD-DIN
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No. 101.

Governor the Right Hon. Sir J, West Ridgeway, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.. K.C.8.1.,
to the Right Hon. Alfred Lystelton, M.P,
Miscellaneons,—No. 438, The Pavilion, Kandy,
Cerlon, November 11, 1903.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Chamberluin's despatch Neo. 358 of
25th September lass, in paragraph 2 of which he expressed the hope of hearing shortly as to the
arrangements made for the maintenance of the ex-Sultan of the Maldive Islands.

2. I have now to report that the present Sultan Sams-ud-din has paid an allowance of Rs. 30
a day up to 30th September, and has undertaken to pay mounthly hereafter at the rate of Rs. 25 a
day. He has also pail the sum of Rs. 5,000 which Mr, Noorbhai advanced on the guarantee of this
Government, and the Rs. 2,000 being the cost of sefiding the ex-Sultan to Malé by the ss. Ileafee.

3. In justice to Mr., Noorbhai, I am endeavouring to induce Sultan Sams-ud-din to repay a
further suin of Rs. 20,000 advanced by him to meet expenses in connection with the visit of the ex-
Sultan to Egypt, although the repayment was not guaranteed by the Ceylon Government. As soon
as this transaction is settled I propose formally to reéognize Sams-ud-din,

4. Iregret, however,tohave toadd that the ez-Sultan evinces no inclination formally toabdicate
the throne. He, however, proposes shortly to retire with his newly-married wife to Egypt.

. I have, &c.,

WEST RIDGEWAY.

No. 102.
His Highness Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 19th October, 1403. In
the third paragraph of that letter it was stated that His Excellency considered that the Maldivian
Government should pay the sum of Rs. 20,000 sent by T. A. J. Noorbhai to His Highness Imad-ud-
din at Suez, while the Intter was still the Sultan of the Maldive Islands.

In reply we beg to state, with due deference to His Excellency’s opinion, that we had mentioned
in our letter dated 3th September that we would try to pay after proof all such debts that we would
he bound to pay : and we now beg to state the law which governs such payments here—that every
lebt that was incurred in the interest of the Government or the subjects, and not debts incurred to
satisfy one's seltish needs, is permitied by law to Le paid by the Guvernment, and this law has been
in force for years,

Since I have been appointed to the Sulianate by the help of God and your Government, we have
found out that the debts incurred are so great that this Government finds itself unable to pay owing
to its poverty, all the debts having been incurred by Imad-ud-din from foreign traders, and Noor-
bhai among them, who were trading in these islands, while he was Saltan. As they were proved and
lawful we undertook their payment to the creditors,

It was also stated in the letter under reference that His Excellency the Governor would Le
glad to hear of a general pardon to those who have been exiled on political grounds. We beg most
respectfully to state that our law permits such pardoning if we see them inclined to be peaceable and
loyal ; bui we still find them obstinate, and we fear trouble from them it we pardoned them before
we are recognized by your Government as Sultan of the Maldives—and they are the three individuals
mentioned in our latter dated Tth Safar 1321, and they are the head and leaders of disorder, and they
were exiled at the request of the Government officials and the inhabitants, At present there is no
trouble or disorder here, but peace and safety, and we thank God for the same.

And we hope that His Excellency the Governor, in view of the law of this country, will not
wish that we should suffer loss and bave us to violate the law, whereby great harm would accrue
to this poor Government: and we beg that His Excellency the Governor aud the British Government
will accept our explanation and protect and treat us with favour for ever, and not help in a matter
which would affect us adversely. May God prevent such a calamity,

Signed (Seal).
MUHAMMAD SAMS-UD-DIN ISKANDAR.
Malé, Tth Rawalan 1321 (27th November, 1903).

No. 103.
The Right Hon. Alfred Lyttelton. M.P,, to Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, G.C.M.G.
Ceylon.—XNo, 454. Downing street, December 4, 1903,

Sre,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir West Ridgeway's despatch No. 488
of the 11th November informing me of the arrangements which have heen made for the maintenance
of the #r-Sultan of the Maldives. I have. &o

1 "

ALFRED LYTTELTON.

No.104.
Ihrahim Didi to the Hon the Colonial Secretary.
. 123, Dam street,
Pettah, December 16, 1903.
S1R,—I AM desired by Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar, Sultan of the Maldives, to request of
you _t,é]le favour of his being recognized as Sultan by the Ceylon Government completed as early as
possible, : : )
Such recognition, it is submitted, would facilitate the settlement of the loan of Rs 20,000, made
by Mr T. A, J. Noorbhai to ez-Sultan Imad-ud-din. On behalf of the Maldivian Government I ander—
take toﬁsettle the said loan in instalments within two years from date.
equesting once more that the recognition as Sultan by the Ceylon G
present Rulev of the Maldives may be made with the least possible delav. g OI? SR S
. I beg, &e.,
A IBRAHIM DIDI,
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No. 105.

His Hichness Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din to Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, G.C.M.G.
o

MAY God exalt his position and increase his prosperity and army.
! 1 g y3 enj i tual goodwill and confidence, Wealso
Our former Sultans and yours always qn]uyed their mn goc ) ; 2 ‘
desire the continuance of the sume relationship and more of it, m‘ad \xlsh that yon \ylll not sympat'lnz_e
with or help those who are hostile tous,  Also should any “lnndira” boats belonging to our subjects
go astray and reach there, we Leg vou to render them all ussistance and send them hack to us. )
We huve sent our unnnal tribute to Your Excellency in the ‘buggﬂlo w Garya Fathus-atam in
charge of oar Ambassador Amiv Abamed Didi Kuda Dori Mena Kilegifau ; and when he arrives kindly
receive him hoapitably, and overlook and forgive any shortcomings on his part, and start him baclk
by the first opportunity. o )
¥ We bm?apdesired him to lay before Your Exeellency cerlain circumstances regarding us,und we
trust that Your Excellency will listen to them favourably with your usual courtesy, and help us with

; jce. May Your Excellency live long. )
A SO v : MUHAMMAD SAMS-UD-DIN ISKANDAR.
Malé, 11th Sawwal 1321 (31st December, 1903).

No. 108.

The Hon, the Colonial Secretary to A. Ibrahim Didi Effendi.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Colombo, Janunary 11, 1904,

SIR,—WITH reference to my letter of the 12th November, 1903, I am directed to request you
to pay into the General Treasury at Colombo at the end of each culeqdnr month the su bsistence
allowance of Rs. 25 per diem granted to Muhammad Imad-ud-din Effendi, ez-Sultan of the Maldives,
by the Maldive Government. _ '

2. Iam to inform you that the Egyptian Government has been requested to pay the allowance

ou behalf of the Ceylon Government during the ez-Sultan’s domicile in Egypt.
T am. &e.,

A. G. CLAYTON,
tor Colonial Secretary.

No. 107.

(Yovernor Sir Heury A. Blake, G.C.M.G.. to His Highness Sultan Muhammad Sums-ud-din Iskandar,
The King's Pavilion,
. Kandy, January 13, 1904.
YoUR HIGHNESS,—] HAVE the honour to inform Your Highness that I have much pleasure in
recognizing you as Snltan of the Mallive Islands, and I talke this opportunity of assuring you of
my desire for the continuance of the good feelings which have existed between the representative in
Ceylon of His Majesty King Edward VII, and the Rulers of the Maldive Islands.
2. T trust that you may be long spared to rule over the Maldives, and that yowr dominions
may enjoy prosperity and peace.
I have, &c.,
HENRY A, BLAKE.

No. 108.

Speech of Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, G.C.)M.G., to the Ambassador of His Highness Sultan
Mubammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar at the King’s Pavilion, Kandy, January 29, 1904,

His Highness Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar having been chosen by the will of the
Maldivian people, I, on hehalf of the British Government, recognize him as the rightful Sovereign.

I hope that the long period of nnrest in the Islands will now come to an end, and that the
people will worl: together for the common good.

I strongly advise that in political matrersinterference by foreign traders shall not be permitted,
and thac equal advantages and equal business opportunities shall be given alike toall traders. I also
recommend that as soon as possible, when it can be done with safety, the Maklivian subjects who
were opposed to Saltan Muohammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar and were banished shall be foreiven and
restored to their rights on condition thai they live as loval and peaceable subjects of His Highness.

As regards the former Sultan, Imad-ud-din, the Maldivian people must remember that he was
for many years recoguized by them as lawful Regent, and as Sulian for the time being, and he was
also so recognized by the British Government ; theretfore the Maldivian people have, throungh their
Sultan His Highness Mubammad $ams-ud-din Iskandarand his Ministers, rightly recognized that they
are bound to pay the just debts of the late Sultan when he was on the throne. Some of those debis
the present Mallive Government have paid. but there is at least one delyt ouistanding of Rs 20,000 due
to the merchant Noorbhai which the Maldive Government have promised to pay, and now that His
Highness Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar has been recognized by the British Government, this debt
should be paid at the earliest possible moment. ’

. The British Government, through the Governor of Ceylon, will always be ready to help with
advice and guidance for the proper regnlation of Maldivian affairs, and the first advice that T now

give is that this debt shall be promptly paid. If convenient t the Maldi i
paid through the Govornmentpnf C:}:yl'nnp, iens tar Bxe Aalihine Bownmeien I WAy ba
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[t must not be forgotten that the late Sultan owed most of his tronbles to his prolonged
absences from his Government. I hope that the Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar will
talce warning from this : that His Highness will remain in his own Islands and work for 1he good of
his people, and that he will not leave the Islands withount first informing and consulting the
Governor of Ceylon. .

I request that you will convey to His Highness the Sultan my acknowledgments for the
tribute that has been presented to me by his Ambassador; presents for theacceptance of His Highness
will be prepared by the time that you are ready to return to the Maldives.

I most cordially wish for His Highness Mubammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar a long and peaceful
rule, resulting in the happiness and prosperity of the Muldivian people.

No. io9.

Governor 3ir Henry A. Blake. G.C.M.G., to His H‘ighnuss Mubammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar,
Sultan of the Maldives.

o Queen’s Cottage,
Nuwara Eliya, February 11, 1904,

YoURrR HIGHNESS,—] HAVE received and thank you for your letter of 31st December by the
hand of your Ambassador Amir Ahamed Didi Kuda Dori Mena Kilegifan, and have also received
from him the presents which you sent by his hand. ,

The said Ambassador came to me at my Pavilion at Kandy, and I at once handed to him for
delivery into Your Highness’s hands a letter in which, on behalf of His Brittanic Majesty King
Edward VII., I have recognized you as lawful Sultan of the Maldive Islands. I also spoke many
words of good advice to him, and gave him a written copy of those words to carry to Your Highness.

I hope and believe that you will listen to my words, and that the friendly relatious which
have always existed between the Government of Ceylon and the Maldive Islands may long continne.

I send by the hands of yowr Ambassador certain gifts, which I hope Younr Highness will

accept. -
HENRY A. BLAKE,
Governor,

No. 110.
Ahmed Didi to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
Malé, Maldives, February 20, 1904,

HoNOURED SIR,—I HAVE the honour to inform you that [ have arrived here safely on the
17th instant from Colombo, which port I left on the 15th by the ss. Amra,

I have duly presented to His Highness the Sultan of the Maldives the presents and the letters
which were entrusted to me by the Ceylon Government, and His Highness has accepted them with
the greatest pleasure, and thanks His Excellency the Governor and the Government of Ceylon.

Also I have to inform your honour that His Highness the Sultan is doing well, and the people
are enjosing peace and prosperity under the present regime.

: E. AHAMED DIDI,

Maldivian Ambassador.

No. 111,
Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, G.C.M.G., to Right Hon. Alfred Lyttelton, M.P,

The Queen’s House, Colomb
Miscellaneous,—No. 78, Cevlon, Februarr"iS, 1904.0,

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 454 of lth

December, 1903, and in continunation of Sir West Ridyewar’s despatch No. 488 of 11th November,
1903, to report ag follows on the, I trust, final settlement of the recent Maldivian troubles.
. 2. When my predecessor left Ceylon he had suspended formal recognition of Muhammad
Sams-ud-din Iskandar as the new Sultan of the Maldives pending the receipt of a reply to a letter
which had been addressed from this Government to that of the Maldives suggesting that a further
sum of Rs. 20,000 which t}‘w er-Sultan Imad-ud-din had borrowed while he was still Sultan from
the merchant Noorbhai, without, however, any guarantee from the Ceylon Government, should be
repaid by the present Maldive authorities. In the same letter Sir West Ridgeway also suggested to
the Sultan tha}_b he should issue an amnesty to all those who had heen banished from the Maldives in
cgnr:;cuon with the revolution which sabstituted Sultan Sams-nd-din for Sultan Imad-ud-din on
the throne.

3. Communication between Ceylon and the Maldives is slow and precarious, and it w

. ; A ; as not
ull 10th December last that the reply from the Sultan Sams-ud-din was received. In that reply“oa
translation of which is enclosed, His Highness, withont absolutely declining to pay the Rs. 20,000 to
.\ﬁr. Noorbfalhsomewhat ctleén;lt:rreil to thr justice of the State being called upon to pay ; and as regards
ine amnesty, he represented that it would involve too great a risk of further disturba
banished persons to return to Malé at present., & nee to allow the

4. The latter statement appeared 1o me well founded ; and as regards the debt in questi
the representative in Ceylon of the Sultan assured me that the Sultan wougl?l puy it us soon asqheeggglnci
get together the money, but that until His Highness was recognized by the British Government he
wag hardly regarded by his people as actual Sultan, and that His Highness consequently found it
;lé%cgltttc; ob:zm controltoffsil}:flhcxent fun&:ls for even current purposes and impossible to command

cient for the payment o is extraordin: . i
bR stateg:ent il ary debt. I was advised that thers wusa good deal of

) . Itherefore determined to make formal recognition of the Sultan Sam

with the authority given in your despatch No. 454 ofg4th December, 1903, s

* Sea No, 102, T T

-ud-din in accordance
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6. Meanwhile the annual embassy from-the Maldives had arrived, and the Ambassador waus,
I was informed, hesitating as to presenting himself till formal recognition of his Sovereign had been
made.
7. 1 therefore sent for the Ambassador to Kandy, and in handing him a formal letter,® of which
copy is enclosed, of recognition of the new Sultan, I addressed him in words of which I subsequently
gave him a copy for conveyance to Malé with the letter of recognition. A copy of my speech to the
Ambassador is annexed for your information.t In it I urged on the Sultan fair treatment of the foreign
inerchants at Malé, and more especially the pnyment as soon as possible of theabove-mentioned debt
to Mr. Noorbhai ; I also urged that every care should be used to preserve peace in the IMn]dwes. and
that the Sultan shonld not quit the Islands without first consulting the Government ot Cerlon.

S. The Ambassador then delivered a further letter from the Sultan (copy enclosed) and the
customury tribute.f )

9. "I have farther to report that on the 15th instant the Ambassador left Ceylon on his retnrn
to the Maldives, carrying with him the presents which it is usual for the Governor of Cevlon to send
on such occasions tothe Sultan of the Maldives.

10. Ibrahim Didi, a former Prime Minister of the Maldive Government, who has now for some
years been living in Ceylon, in consequence of the troubled state of Malé, returned to the Islands with
the Ambassador, and will, I trust, settle down there quietly and—as being undoubtedly the ablest man
of his countrymen—exercise & wholesome and restraining influence.

11. I sincerely trust that the tromble in the Maldives may now be considered at an end.

HENRY A. BLAKE.

No. 112.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to A, Ibrahim Didi.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
(lolombo. March 7, 1904,

Sir.—I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the lith Febrnary intimating
that the Maldivian Government has arranged to pay this Government the allowance of Rs, 25 per day
granted to Muhammad Imad-ud-din Effendi, ez-Sultan of the Maldives, by the Maldive Government,
through Messrs, K. G. Adamally & Co. of Fourth Croas street, Colombo.

2, Iam toinform you that a despatch has bLeen received from Lord Cromer intimating that
the payment of the allowance to the ez-Sultan cannot be dealt with by the Egyptian Governmeni,
and under the circumstances arrangements have been made with the agent of Messrs. Thomas Cook
& Sons in Cairo to make the payment monthly. Messrs. Cook & Sons will pay the allowance direct to
the ex-Sultan at the end of each month at the carrent raie of exchange. They will charge an agency
commission of half per cent. for the transaction, and I am to siate that His Excellency the Governor
has decided that this commission should be paid by the Maldivian Government.

3. I am to request yon to arrange for the payment of the cymmission at the same time as the
monthly allowance. :

1 am, &c,,
A, G. CLAY'ION,
for Colonial Secretary,

No. 113.
The Right Hon. Alfred Lystelton, M.P., to Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, G.C.)M.G.
Ceylon.—No. 92, Downing street, March 18, 1904.

SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 78 of the 25th
ultimo reporting your recognition of Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar as Sultan of the Maldives,
and to inform you that I approve your action in the matter.

I have, &c.,

ALFRED LYTTELTON.

No. 114.
His Highness Sultan Muhammad Sams-ud-din Iskandar to Governor Sir Henry A, Blake, G.C.ALG,

AFTER tendering to Your Excellency due praise and respect and thanks, we beg to inform
Your Excellency that your favoured letters dated the 13ih, 23rd, 26th January, and 11th Februoary,
1904, which were sent in the hands of oar Ambassador Amir Ahamed Didi Kuda Dori Mena Kilegifan
reached us, together with the presents, which were kindly sent as a token of goodwill and fruits of
triendship between the Sultans of the Maldives and the Governors of Ceylon from the past, and we
accepted those presents with great pleasure.

A perusal of the contents of the said letters gave us unbounded pleasure and continued satis-
faction, for they indicated the direction of our goodwill and friendship and the coming to an
understanding and che actaining of our object. So we praised God and gave Your Excellency our
hearctful thanks and te those who maintain un attitude of friendship to the British rule. As you
honoured me by recognizing me a3 the Saltan of the Maldive Islands, it is our hope that the same
recognition will be extended to us by the British Government by the continuance of its protection
and friendship. .

Wa furaher beg to inform you that our Ambassador handed to us a copy of a letier of
congratnlation and wise connsel which Your Excellency gave him at the time he called on Your
Excellency and explained to me as much as was necessary, and we thank Your Excellency for those
good advices, and repeat to Your Excellency our wish to act in conformity with them to the best of
our ability. Hoping that Your Excellency will continue to show us the same favour, and wishing
you all prosperity, ’

I have, &e.,
. MUHAMMAD SAMS-UD-DID AN
Malé, Maldives, 15th Moharram 1322 (lst April, 1904). TR IR aDER,

* See No, LOJ. T See No, 108, 1 Hee No, 1us,
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No. 115.
A. Ibrahim Didi to the Hon. the Coloninl Secretary.

Malé, Maldives, April 1, 1904,

HONOURED SIR,—I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 04459 of
the 7th March, 1904. .

In reply, I have to inform your honour that the Maldivian Government has agreed to pay the
agency commission of half per cent. which Messrs. Thos. Cook & Sons charge for the payment
monthly of the ez-Sultan’s allowance, and that the Maldivian Government has written to Messra, 1.
G. Adamally & Co. of Fourth Cross street to pay the agency commission at the same time as the
monthly allowance. . '

I have, &c.,
A, IBRAHIM DIDI,
Prime Minister.

i

No. 118.
‘T'he Lientenant-Governor to Ibrahim Didi Effendi.

Tewmple Trees,
Colombo, June 9, 1904.

THE Lieutenant-dovernor of Ceylon presents his cowpliments to Ibrahim Didi Effendi, and
would be glad to be informed when arrangements will be made to pay the sum of Rs. 20,000, which
he, Ibrahim Didi Efendi, when he left Cevlon for Malé, undertook th:t the Maldivian Government
should pay to Mr. T. A, J. Noorbhai,

The Lieuntenant-Governor has heard rumours that there is again some unvest umong the people
of Malé, He trasts these rumours are not true, but would be glad to have a clear assurance on this
point. He also desires to point out that it will be very satisfactory and will, he is sure, tend to the
continuance of a state of quiet in the Maldives if the above-mentioned debt, justly due to Mr.
Noorbhui, {s discharged at the earliest possible date.

KVERARD mx THURN,

Lieut.-Governor,

No. 117.
A, Ibrahim Didi Effendi to the Hon, the Colonial Secretary.
Malé, Maldives, July 11, 1904,

HONOURED SIR,—WITH reference to your letter dated 9th June, 1904, I have the honour to
inform you that accordiug to my letter to your honour lated 16th December, 1903, iu which I under-
tools on behalf of the Maldivian Government to settle the loan of Rs, 20,000 made by Mr. T, A, J.
Noorbhai to the ez-Sultan Imad-nd-din within two years, (and that) the Maldivian Government has
proposed and arranged to pay through the Ceylon Government Rs. 10,000, one-half of the said debt.
at the end of the current yearaha the balance Rs. 10,000 to pay in December. 1905.

The Maldivian Government would have been glad to clear off the above debt at once, or at an
early die, if the Government is in a position to do so.

Respect'ing the rumours heard by your honour that there is again some unrest among the
people of Malé, I have to inform you that these remours are quite untrue, and nothing but tranquillity
and happiness reigns among the Maldivians. and the Islands ave prospering.

T have, &e.,

A. IBRAHIM DIDI,
Prime Minister,

* See No, 104,
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1208 , GORDON—-BENNETT, JAMES,

IN: CEYLON OBSERVER, Newspaper, 22X & 27 Jan, and 3 & 17 Feb,
Colombo 13908,

InN;: ROBINS LAWSON, Mrs, An English Lady's wvisit to the Maldives,
Colombo 1920,

I BELL, HARRY CHARLES PURVIS, The Maldive Islands. Report on
s vimit to Male, Colombo 19217,

JAMES GORDON—BENNETT, the owner to the famous nNnewspaper “"The New York
Herald”, wams in the Maldive cmpital Male in the middle of Jan 1908,

He sailed with his own steam—yacht "LYSISTRATA” ¢ from 1901 to 1913 >,
then the world's biggeat and most luxurious private ship, 100 man crew,
The three above mentiorned sources contain the only information about
this visit that I have been able to collect until March 1935,

In CEYLON OBSERVER the Maldive Islands are not mentioned, but I am
convincad that BENNETT visited Male on his way 1o Singapora, and not
on his way back to Sue=x, L ENGLISH J

1>, CEYLON OBSERVER, 2Z Jan, 1908,

Yacht "LYSISTRATA" due in Colombo With Mr, Gordon Baennett and Party,
Tha yacht "LYSISTRATAY with Mr, Goardon Bennett, propriator of the “"New
York Herald” and party, is expected in Colombo shortly from Cairmns, Tha
yvacht is quite a Nnew and belongs to Mr., Benmiett who ism & widely known
yachteman, Captain Morrison, of New York ¥Yacht Club, is commander of the
yamcht which im on ites way to the far Eamst,

2. CEYLON OBSERVER, 27 Jan, 1908,
The “LYSISTRATA" brings a distinguished French Party,

The beautiful new yacht "LYSISTRATA" has arrived in Calombao Harbouwur, at
the &=nd of her maiden trip from France to the East, bringing her scwner

Mr, Gordon Bernnmett, propriator of the “New York Herald"”, and a disting—
uished party, which it would not be difficult to smsscociate with the
Premsaence here of the ex—Emperwss Eugenie, The party includes:

Duc d' Eboli, Baroness and Master de Renter and Goverrnasssa Duc and
Duchess Camastra and Mr, P, Mateliell,

On boarding the yacht this afterncon, an Observer Representative learned
that Mr Bermett intends staying in Colombo a while, and that he will
Probably make a tour of the Llsland, He may then go further East and will
return home this way via Swuex, The yvacht is a one master, of 1,342

tons, and is 300 ft, long., She carries two “Quick firers” and a crew of
about 100 man, all told,

32, CEYLON OBSERVER, 3 Feb, 13908,

The yacht "LYSISTRATA"., Mr, Gordon Bermmett visiting Kandy.
Tha ymcht "“"LYSISTRATA" belonging to Mr Gordon Bennett, will remain in
Pport till the 20th instant, and in the intervall My, Gordon Bernnett and
party will visit Kandy leaving Colombo this week,

4, CEYLON OBSERVER. 17 Feb, 13908,

Departure of the "“"LYSISTRATA",
Mr, Gordon Benmett's yacht "LYSISTRATA" which arrived here on the 27th
of last month, with its owner and party, sailed yvesterday for Singapore,

&5, ROBINS LAWSON, Mrs, AN English Lady 's viasit to the Maldives.,
F.10, Colombo 1920,

“"The crowd fTollowed us insteacd, and 1 found myself the chief object of
interest; for, excepting an American lady of the Gordon—EBsnnett party
who wvisited Male some years ago, I appeared to Be the only white woman
sawrn on the islands for very many years, "

s, BELL, HARRY CHARLES PURVIS, The Maldive Islands, P.5S5, Footnote X,
Colombo 1921,

"Evern a Motor Car is said to have baen once landed, whan the American
Gordorn—EBennett party wvisited the Island in their Stesm Yacht, K *

The wx—Empress EUGENIE was the wifwe to the former French Emperor Ludvig
Napoleon IIIX. She lived 1826—1920, and made after 1873 as widow, many
Journays to faraway places.

Tha "New York Y&scht Club" where James GORDON—BENNETT was Commodore 1871 —
Igzd, and 1884—1885, has mnothing to inform abouwt his =tay 1908 at the
™ DIVES,

This vague information abtout Jamem Gordon—Bennett and his steam—yacht
"LYSISTRATA" visit to Male in mid Jan, 1908, I have included here in the
hope that the readar might have more maws or particulars about the
evant, If there is any person who has more information and / or photos
about thwvae stay in the MALDIVES, plemasae contact me, L. Vilgon,

WK
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1= MALDIVE CENSU=,

IN: The original “Maldive Census 1931" manuscript was taken by ABDUL
HAMEED DIDI, and completed in 15th of Dec, 1935, It is not made in
accordance with the Ceylon Census 1931, but on a Maldivian initiative,
The “Census 1931" has newer been published, and is acordingly not much
known, A typewritten copy was made the 3 of May 1979 in "Majlis for
Maldivian History and Culture", Male, 'L L, Vilgon files,] [ ENGLISH 1

“No honest historian can take part with - or against — the forces he has
to study, To him even the extinction of the human race should be merely
a fact to be groupsd with other vital statistics.” Henry EBrooke Adams,

The role that the movement of population, either from place to place, or
from few ot many is so bound up with the shaping of history that one is
sometimes entitled to come to conclusions taling it as a basis, This is
more so with the Maldives, The isolation, the result of which was the
distored picture with had the lot of Maldives was the result of the lack
of information available to outside readers,

This volume is indeed to fill a gap that has existed in the population
figuras, In the ancient HMaldives the Sultan settled the tax called
"WYaaru" by "counting heads" and calculating the taxes on it, But at the
turn of the Twentieth Century this "old"” mode of cellecting data was
abandoned and a new, mors “rational" one was restored to, But to the
dismay of the present generation, no facts were available, until we
uncovered the present volume,

This, indeed, is a monumental piece of work done by a worthy son of the
country — Abdul Hameed Didi, We hardly are worth the honour to comment
on the book written so clearly and in such detail, Therefore we feel it
our binding duty to recommend to all who read this to try and visualise
in their minds a picture of old Maldives, the tranquility and the
contentment of the few who trod on our secred soil,

A short paragraph on the late Abdul Hameed Didi will not be out of place
here, He is the son of Ibraham Dhoshimeynaa Kilegefaanu, Frims
Minister for more than 40 years and Eggamugey Dhon Didi, He was born in
18577 at Galle, %ri Lanka, He assumed the post of Maldivian Govermment
Representative in Ceylon in 1905 and served in that capasati wuntil 1333,
He died without issue on B8 July 1958 at Fanadura in Sri Lanka,

Majlis for Maldivian History and Culture,
Office of the FPresident, Male,
Bhivehi Raajje, ' 2 May 19773, L2 4
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PHOTO MALE ROAD about 1930, L,Vilgon Lib,
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FESTIVAL MALE, TRADITIONAL DRESSES .,
FHOTO ca, 1550, L oVilgor Lib
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TARA DANCE outside THE SULTANS FALAIS,
ALL DRESSED in MALDIVE CDRSTUMES,
FPHOTC ca 1350, L.Vilgon Lib,
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MALE HARBOUR, probably 1932,
Cruser HAWKIN Class, and the
CRAIN for LIFTING CORALL,

FHOTO ca, 1930, L,Vilgon Lib,
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SULTANs PALACE YARD in MALE,
FHOTO 1965, L., Vilgon Lib,
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GIRLLS 10 MALE
FHOTO ca 12320, L.Vilgon Lib,
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19=24 , FL.ATT , ARTHUR JAMES.

IN: Report from the Laccadives and Minicoy by Collector A, J, PLATT
at the Islands 1934, India Office Library and Records, MSS,: EUR,
D.,832, 18 P, 50 Photos, From an Inspection Voyage, London,

[

James Arthur Platt was acting as Collector in the Malabar during the
1930s, and he donated these papers in the 1950s to the India Office in
London, The manuscripts are not official and they are two different
reports, The first is a personal description about his visit to Minicoy,
and the second is from a lecture about Minicoy that he held 1937, They
are rather identical, but both have some different information,

[ ENGLISH 1

My tour zlso included Minicoy, which is geographically, eihnologically
and linguistically one of the Maldive Islands, but happens by &
historical accident to be a pari of Malabar, It is quite different from
the lLaccadives though ihe people are also Mohamwedans, They ars of mixzed
Shinhalese and Arab descent, and speak Mahl, which is primitive
Sinhalese with some Arab words, and is written in Arabic Characters,

Minicoy is also pecdliar in that it is almost an island of Amazons, Most
of the men go away on ships as Lascars for two or thres yzars ab a time,
The male inhabitants are therefore chiefly old wen and boys, In
consequence the women bave acquired considerable influence, It is they
whio teach tha children to read and write Mzhl, They have been able to
enforce smonogamy, Divorce is rare, Couriship is a recognized preliminary
to marriage, As a courting present the wman must give the girl a pouch
made of a sperial grass plated in Ceylon or the Maldives, containing
areca-nut clippars and other apparatus for the chewing of betel, Amonge
thae richer people the present inclwdes a silver chain to which ars
attached silver tooth-picks and ear-probes,

The men wear turban, trousers or knickers with a white cloth and the
upper part of the body is bare, All the women dress alike in a long
overall with short sleeves, made of red cloth with thin black stripes,
ans have a folded blue hanfkerchief on the head, They wear many thin ear
rings of gold or silver or thin black silk in the outer rim of the ear,
Some wear silver bangles from wrist to elbow, as many as thirty on each
ars,

Minicoy is divided into nine territorial sections known as “Attiris",
Each is ruled by an eslected headman known as a "Moopan®, Each Attro ha
a man's club and a women's club, The men's club is an unpretensiou
Suilding with a large swinging divan, The women's club or "Varangi® o
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SULTAN MUHAMMAD SHAMS-UD-DIN III,
FHOTO ca 1300, L.Vilgon Lib,
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COPPER-PLATE BDOK from the 11th CENTURY,
MALDIVE NAME: LOAMAAFAANA / LOMAFANU
PHOTO, L.Vilgon Lib,
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up to the beach, The speed was astounding, Several of the beats hit the
shore so hard that they tilted right over and filled with water, No
damage was done, As one of the prizes I gave a pemmant in Trinity Hal
colours,

My purpose in visiting the islands was to conduct the bienal inspection
as Inspecting Officer, The Inspacting Officer is a “Fooh Bah" in real
life, He hears all civil and criminal appeals, all serious criminal
tases, and can impose a death penalty — the necessity did not arise thi

his
time, He examines the school children, sees the dispensary, holds rat
hunts, for rats do  wmuch damage to coconuts, appoints  Amins and
vans, and gensrally sxamines any and every question connected with

e islands, He is greeted with a recsption at each island, AL one
isl the school children greeted me with, "We are jolly good fellows,
Scholars are jolly good fellows", in English repeated ad libk, fs

n 5, The Inspecting Officer lives in some publicity, Eyes are abou
b and abouwit his bed, Even in his bath they are there,

T
-
=1
[l
-«

]
-
ot
<
(]

Howsver minor discomforts are more than discounted by the intersst of
the job, In the Laccadives and Minicoy at least I have had several
crowdad hours of glorious life, If my fate is now an age without a name,
the least of my consolations will be my memories of nane, not the
of mwy consolations will be my memoviss of “The hundred thousand

]
m o
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i

m
u

-
I
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Written by Arthur Platt, The Sub Collector, Malappuram, Malabar,

R LR R LB L BL P T REALEAGECRERI S PP EBAT RS E DO N F P VOO SR L LSBT % o054

Lecture with Fhotos held by Collector Arthur James Flatt in
1337, about the Laccadive Islands and Minicoy, which he had
vigsited in 1934 as collector, Type-written manuscript in
India Office Library and Records, This is the Minicoy part,

No.,2., From the Laccsdives we pass on to Minicoy, which liss betwsen the
taccadives and the Maldives, bul is really one of the latter growp, Its
people are of mixed Sinhalesse and Arabh descent and speak Manhl which is
primitive Shinaless with some Arabic words and is written in Arabic
characters, The gre2at peculiarity of the island however is that 1t is
almosst an island of Amazons, The men go away as Lascars on ships for two
or ithres years at a time and the male inhabitants are chiefly sither
voung boys or old men,

e women have in consequence acquired an influence which
Mohammedan countries, They alone can hold house property and

ihe children to read and write, In spite of the Mohammedan al
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MALDIVE FERIGHTER for the INDIAN TRADE,
FHOTO ca 1340, L. Vilgon Lib,
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HIST DAGOBA RUIN,

Vilgon Lib,

EXCAVATION of BUDD
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193 ., MURPHY , W, L.,

IN: Ceylon Sessional Paper XIX, 1938, & F,
Visit to the Maldive Islands on the Occasion of the Assumption of the
Sword of State by His Highness Sultan Hassan Nuruddin Iskander II, on
the 21st July, 1938, Report by W, L, Murphy, Acting Deputy Chief
Secretary, November 1938, Ceylon Government Press Colombo 1933,

This short Report from some Acting Deputy Chief Secretary, sent out by
the Government on the Sleoop "STORK" to supervise the "Crowning of a
Monarch" in the British Dominion, shows how much or little the official
England cared about the Maldive Islands and its people,

Nevertheless Mr, W, L, MURPHY gives a good description of the Maldive
ceremony, and further passes on some new information about Male town,
and the acting ministers in July 1838, [ ENGLISH 1

The Honourable the Chief Sscretary,

I have the honour to submit the following report on behalf of the
Mission sent te the Maldive Islands to represent BHis Exellency the
Govenoyr at the recent ceremony of the asumpticn of State Sword by HL:
Highness Sultan HASSAN NURUDDIN  ISHKANDAR 11, and His Highness
proclamation as Sultan,

L"I

The HMission consisting of Captain W, J, R, CRAGG, A,D.C,, and myself
accompanied by the Maldivian Government Representative, Mr, H, H, BIDI,

and Gate Vudaliyar M, N, THAMOTHERAM embarked on the mn.hing of the 1B8ih
instant on board H, ﬁ.S."&TBqY“ Captain A, L, JACKESGN, R.M,, and ths ship
=ft harbour shortly after 10 AM, The voyages gproved favorable, Male wa

1
sighted ot the morning of the 20th and we came Lo anchor off the port a
9,45 A8, HMaldive time, having completed the journey in 48 hours,

,.‘

)
i g
o

buggalows by
WMDUNC T ouUr

=%
15 and rnre of

Qur arrival was unexpected by the inhabitanis as
which Mr, DIDI had consigned separate copies of a le
coming about three weeks previocusly had bean stors
them had as yet reached Male, Large crowds guickly
water front and we had scarcsly anchored when a bar

wdineg jetty, The Home Minister, Me, A, M, AMIE HASSAR
s also Minister for Foreign A,fairs, arrived on bsard tlu "STORK"
accompanied by the Hiniste* of Commerce, My, A, M, AMIN CBIDI, who
also atting as Private E& retary to His HLthED: the Sultan, #f
wsuwal sxchange of courtesies programmes were discussed for that
following day, Both uffxclaiﬂ spoke English flusnily, bubt aost o
discussion was carrvied on with the Minister for Home and
Affairs, who was educatsd at tne Royal Collsge, Colombo, and has vis
England and ihe Continent,
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EUDDHIST DAGOBA RUIN,
FHOTO 1322, L, Vilgon Lib,



I+ was arrangsed that the Mission would call at the Palace at 2 P.M, and
that His Highmess wouwld reiurn the visit an heour 1 ter, Accordingly at
1,45 P.M, the State Barge arrived to convey our parpy ashore and oo
landing we were escorted the shori distance fram the jesily to the Palace
ny the Sulian's Lascorssn Guard and Band, Captain JACESOR, R.M,, and
Lieutenant Commandsr M, ¥, WVELBY, R/ M,, accompanied us, On oSur arriva
at Lthe Falace we were taken wpstaivs and throusgh an ante-room or lancing

CE T

Audience Chambar where we were received by His Highmess and
ts in a circle of chairs, The Prime Minister, Fr, A, M, ARIN

REED DIDI, sat on the "lefi of the Sultan and the Caylon

ives  and  Captai JACKSON on His Hiohwess's rvight, ihe

for Home and Fn?e1gﬂ Affairs who acted as Interpreier sitling

was imposing being richly panelled wat some dark wood with

gams aCross  the ceiling and His Highness was dignified and

2 the whole conversation, as 1 under stand is the ctustom when

is present, was carried on in un tonas, I handed His

e letter from His Excellency and i Juced the members of

His Highness inguired for Lhe heslin His Majesiy ithe g

2f his Excellency the Governor to w I gave satisf Y

is Highness replisd thel he was il iv good healtl A

factery conditions prevaliled in t imidives, After =
mzlimentary exchanges and the taking of 3 photograph

ﬁhuiugraphur His Highness rose and [ onfe more formally pres

, Captain JACKSOHW, Lieutsnant Uommandsr WELEBY, and
"'": MOTHERAM, His Highness then wiihdrew and our pavty returnsg

His Highness returned owr call as previously arranQﬁd at 3 .M, and was
conveved to the ship in his State Barge, an officer's cuard was mounted
on the  guarterdeck and he was accorded a Royal salute, He was
accompanied by the Prime Minister, the Minister for Home and Foreion
Affairs, thes Minister for Cnmm rce who as previously mentlz nad 1s alsco
Lo 1 i i = ri The | fivi
Gove Fir,

and than

ihe L IHES: tn’d i

M, 13

wiork o lan

nﬂ the EAaJdS was abau? to be pUulzsnej fry
=5 was graatly inte

Hz also expresssd E&ti: action when I to fim that a scheme was bDeing
grepared for provisioning ithe FMaldive IslandS in case of an smargenty,
£ p of the general schems for provisioning Ceylon, I said [ had been

1

=d that on the last oocasion when a shortages of rice ccocurred the
people had suffered much privation, which His Highness replied
desd been the case, Caplain JACKSON then at His ngu gss's raquest
Riip round the ship atter which His Highness and his party left

+

method of
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THE SULTANs VIZIERS,
PHOTO ca 1310, L,Vilgon Lib,
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ion is employed seems to be completely efficaciocus as there were
lz and the whole appesarance of the town was scruplously clean,
all the more remarkable as there was obviously & large influx

This was
of visitors from other islands of the Atoll, The compounds were crowded
and the harbour was full of dhows or buggalows as they are locally

called whiles others were anchorsd outside,

s are wide considering that there is no whezled Lraffit, an
to introduce push bicycles having been successfully resis
[

attempt ted
some  time ago by means of a  sumptuary Zecree forbidding  their
importation as an wunnecsssarvy extravagance, White sand was spread on the
sireets which are bounded by high walls of coral stone and mortar uztﬁ

which the compounds are closed, Decorvations were being erecte
everywhere and the whole town was beflagged, The number of meerturle
mosques, and shrines built over the graves of departed holy men is
noticeable,

ria in a mild
es of leprosy
sland colaony,

The health of the people I was told is good, They have ws
form but hookworm scems to be unfortunately prevalent, Ca
occasionally occur and the victims are ssgregated in an

They have now a qualified Ayurvedic doctor in Male having arevi_usly for
a short time iried Western medicine and havimg finally reverted to the

more ancient systen of treatment for their ailments, Theer is no serious
{ ' i nours were said to ke rare, The women outnumber
this and the fazct that their religion permits of
ocuntry is against polygamy, On the other hand wy
divarce was easy and 1is praciice with i
nt armd general that oo wopan of warrlageab
ferself as permansntly surplus,

-

Captain JACKSON and I returned to the ship zaboul & F.M, and the day's
proceedings ended with a searchlight display and the firing of sverey
lights on board H.M,S,"STORK" which lasted for about hal? an hour from 9
too 9,20 POM, and was watched by a large crowd on bthe shore,

On the morning of the 2ist instant H M, S "STORK" was dressad over all
and the Maldive ensign was hoisted at the main-mast, The State Earge
arvived at 2,15 AWM, and conveyed the Hission dLanpa ed by Captlsain
JaCksSON and h15 ﬁffl[d?: ashore, Special arrangements had besn made to
atcommodate the shig's officers as wall as the m#nbera of the Mission at
the ceremonies consisting of the investiture with the Sword of State andg

a
the proclamation of the Sultan, We wesre once more escorted from the
Jetty with music and a guard of horour and taken to the Durbar pandal
re w2 were shown our ssats,

The pandal which was exiremely well deaignej 3Tl
d in the Falace courtyard and contained in

twa tisrs on the higher of which a row
*tending to the right and left of the Masnad or _ t
Efdﬁu-auiun of the highest Court functionarvies the members of the
i nd  Captain Jacksan, Other prominent personages  including
y@11VH= of  the Indian ftrading commumity wer T

on the lower tier, while the rest of the Hi
pandal was seated on benches, A large crowd of spect

=
3
its cenire a i
l_

f[l LTI ]
=

ovided with
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MALDIVAIAN WOMAN in TRADITIONAL DRESS,
"LIBAS" ROBE and "FEYLI" UNDERSKIRT,
HAIR in RIGHT SIDE BUN, BAREFOOTED,
FHOTO ca 1300, L,Vilgon Lib,
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the ceremony from behind the roped of f enclosure in which the pand
following the proceedings closely many of them in devoti

A salute of seven guns and a burst of music announced the Sultan's
departure from  the FPalace and His Highness presently arrived in
procession on foot with an armed guard and his Lascoreens, He proceeded
after blessing the people to take his seat on the throne, the band
played the Maldivian National Anthem and prayers were recited, After an
interval during which the audience ssewmed to be engaged in silent
devotions, two persons elected to regpresent the entire population were
brought on to the platforsm and asked if they on behalf of the people
accepted His Highness as their Sultan, The reply was in the affirmative
ovided His Highness undertook to rule according fo the constitution

|

T

t was guite clear from the demeanour of representatives that this was
nat in any sense regarded by them as a mere farLality 12 NeCessary
solemn wndertaking was given by the Home Minister on behalf of the

Sultan,

The Chief Justice who was seated on my left then rose and receiving the
Sword of State from the Chamberlain procesded with the investiture, The
Minister of Home and Foreign Affairs then read an address with after
recapitulating the history of the Maldives ended by referring to the
protection afforded them by the British fleet, to the principle of non-
intervention in their domestic affairs consistently observed by the
paramcunt power, and to the necessity of maintaining the constitution,
The Frime HMinister replied on behalf of the Sultan, The Maldivian
National Anthem was played for the second Ltime all preaen% standing at
the salute as before, This concluded the Durbar and His Highness shortly
afterwards left in procession for the Palace pawsing to bless the paople
again on his departure, his dignitaries and sursslves atcompanying him,

On his arrival at the Palace, having halted on the way to offer prayer
ocpposite the principle Mosque, His Highness took his seat on oa small
rocm along two sides of which we were arranged in chairs to the right
and left of the throne, Nothing further transpired for about an hour
during which we sat in silence while a servant standing in the centre of
the room fanned His Highness with a large fan of peacock feathers, A
Herald then arrived distinctively attired and bearing a large brass gong
and was immediately accompanied by the Lascorsen Band to proclaism His
Highness in the "Four Mards" of Male,

,,4-
l"i
T.

The Herald's progress some btime and in the interval refreshments
were served In an aanlnlng room, On the return of the Herald o
proclamation having been completed the Ministers and other dignitaries
paid homage to the Sultan and the members of the Missian bowsd and shook
hands, I was then invited to present the gifts from Csylon and I asked
Mr, H, H, DIDI who acted as Interpretor to be good enough to convey the
following address to His Highness:

g

"As His Highness was alredy aware His Exellency the Governor of Caeylaos

as the representative of His Majesty the King had deputed his Aidesde
camp Captain CRAGS and myself to represent His Exellency on the august
oceasion of His Higness's assumption of the Sword of State  and
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roclamation as Sultan of the Maldive Islands, His Exellency had done soO
p formal recognition of His Higness's accession to the Masnad, He had
lson sent us to convey his congratulations to His Highness and to
express the hope that His Highness might live long to rule over the
Maldive people and prosperity under the protection of the British flag,”

[ O K

I asked that His Highness might be pleas=d to accept the sword and other
gifts which His Exellency had sent on behalf of the Ceylon Government as
tokens of the relationship that subsisted from ancient times between the
rulers of Ceylon and the Sultans of “the Maldive I[slands,

fter I had formally invested His Highness with the sword and belt he
desired me throwgh Me, DIDI to convey an expression of his extreme
gratitude to His Exsllency for the gifts and for his message which he
greatly appreciated,

In conclusion I asked Mr, Didi to convey my thanks to His Highness on
bebalf of the members of the Mission and Captain JACKSON, the officers
and the ship's company of H,M,S, “STORK" for owr short visit to his
dominions a most enjoyable one,

After further exchangs of compliments we took our leave of His Highness,
the Mission withdrew and the ceremonies being ended returned on board
H. M. S, "STORE" which sailed shortly afterwards,

On my departure a letter was handed to me from the Sultan addressed to
His Exellency th2 Governor and presents were sent on board for His
Exaeliency, FPresents of Maldive mats and laquer articles had also been
sent for the members of the Mission and for the ship's officers together
with bunches of plantains, young coconut, egos, marrows, limes, a

t

slaugniered ox and six live goats, H. M. 5, "STORE" weighed anchor  at
about 2,20 FLM, Maldivian time on July Zlst and arrived in Colomin
Harbouwr at about 10,30 AM, on the 23r3,

I can not  end  without wpressing on behalf of the Mission our
appreciation of the courtesy and hospitality shown to us all by Captain
A, L. JACKSON, R.M,, and his officers at I am afraid, some intonveniencs
to themsslves considering the size of the ship and the rather resiricted

b

accomnodation ordinarilly available on board, I would z2lso wish Lo bring
to your notice and that of His Exellency the ssrvices rendered to the
Mission by Mr, H, H, DIDI, the Maldivian Government Representative, who
was theoughout of the greatest assistance to us,

W, L, MURFHY, Acting Deputy Chief ZSecretary, % o 4
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KDRAN INSCRIPTIONS in THODDDO MOSQUE,
PHOTO THODDOO 1992, L,Vilgon Lib,
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T1T=24= GRIFFITH=, N .

IN: J, C, Griffiths Report 3rd May 1942, as Inspecting Officer to the
Laccadive Islands ( and Minicoy ), India Office Library and Records,
MSS, EUR, D I11/21, London, ¢ 1943,)

During the Second World War, 1939-1945, India as a part of the British
Empire was figthing their common enemy Japan, Japanese submarines were
operating in the waters around the Maldive and Laccadive Islands, where
they sank a number of ships, Some of these ship's crews succeeded to
come ashore on the different coral Islands, and was helped to survive by
the inhabitants, India sent out Inspection Officers every second year,
1933, 1941, and 1943 to Minicoy, This is the Report about Minicoy 1943,
[ ENGLISH 3
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ROWING EOAT of COCOANUT WDOD,
PHOTO NILANDHOO 1992, L,Vilgon,
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MING CHINA FORCELAIN from the
15th, 17th, 16th CENTURYs
BAARAH and THODDOD ISLANDS,
PHOTO 1992, L.Vilgon Lib,






PALACE ATTENDANT, SULTANS GUARD,
PHOTO ca 1900, L., Vilgon Lib,
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PALACE ATTENDANT, SULTANS GUARD,
TRADITIONAK DRESS, BAREFOOTTED,
PHOTO ca 1900, L,Vilgon Lib,
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MALDIVE 0ODD HISTORY .,

Contents of Volume One,
A Collection of 44 Entries into English
3 130 fig,

rom 11 Languages, 258 pages with

YEAR, AUTHOR , LANGUAGE, ENGLISK TRANS, FUBLISHED, PAGE
630 HSOAN TSANG Chinese Watter, Thomas London 1905 1

732 DU YOU Chinese Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1951 3
850 SULAIMAN Persian Gray, Albert London 183¢ 5

916 MASUDI Arabic Sprenger, Aloys London 1841 7

946 AL MUQADDASI Arabic Rancing, G § A Calcutta 1897 9

1026 ABUL HASSAN Persian Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1931 1)

1150 IDRISI, SHARIF Arabic Elliot, H M London 1867 13

1178 CHOU CHU FEI Chiriese Hirth, Fredrich Petersburg 1811 15

1290 MARCO POLO Italian Logan, William Madras 1887 21

1292 JOHN OF MONTECORVO [talian Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1991 23
1344 1BN BATUTA Arabic  Gray, Albert Colombo 1883 25

1349 WANG TA-YUAN Chinese Rockhill, William Leide 1915 55

1425 MA HUAN Chinese Phillips, George  Shanghai 1885 57

1442 ABD-UR-RAZZAK ARABIA Fersian Major, R H London 1857 £}

1497 HIERONIMO DI STEFANI Italian Major, R H London 1857 63

1503 SCORORE, VICENTE Portugu, Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1991 €7

1505 ILHA DYWE Portugu, Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1991 71

1529 PARMENTIER, JEAN French  Gray, Albert London 1850 75

1555 CAMOES, LUIS DE Portugu, Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1931 83

1599 HOUTMAN, CORNELIS DE Dutch Markham, Albert London 1280 85

1593 HOUTMAN, FREDRIK DE Dutch Vos, F De London 1887 87

1605 PYRARD, FRANCOIS Fremch  Gray, Albert London 1887 83
1632 RESENDE, PEDRD DE Portugu, Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1931 33

1632 MIDDLETON, ROGER English Middletown, Roger Bombay 1802 55
1683 HEDGES, WILLIAM English Hedges, William Colombo 1892 99

1685 HOSSAYS, S French  Herbert, William London 1775 109
1697 KIDD, WILLIAM English Defoe, Daniel London 1724 111

1710 HAMILTON, ALEXANDER English Finkerton, John London 1812 115
1726 ISKANDAR 11, IBRAHIM Divehi Bell, Harry C P Colombo 1934 119

1753 TERMELLIER, LE Divehi Bell, Harry C P Colombo 1340 123
1762 FORRESTER, THOMAS English Forrester, Thomas London 1792 127
1777 BLANCHARD, C French  Magnus, F London 1789 123
1788 FPAGES, FRANCOIS Frenchh  Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1991 131

1835 HUMEOLT, ALEXANDER French Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1951 133
1835 CHRISTOPHER,W & YOUNG,I English Christopher/Young Bombay 1838 135
1843 TRESORIERE, BAREBOT DE  French  Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1931 131

1844 QUINHONES, MANUEL DE FPortugu, Bell, Harry C P Colombo 1931 19%

1679 BELL, HARRY CHARLES P  German Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1931 1939
1899 CHUN, CHARL German Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1931 207

1905 KEANE, JOMN English Keane, .John London 1907 211

1917 MEADE, ABBOTT English Meade, Abbot London 1918 223

1917 NERGER,K & SZIELASHD,R German Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1991 237
1917 CLARKE, ALFRED English Clarke, Alfred Colombo 1920 245
1921 MALDIVIANS IN AFRICA English Bell, HCPF Colombo 1940 257

All Rights Reserved

Stockholm 15 March 193]

Lars Vilgon,
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Contents of Volums Two,

A Collection of

from
YEAR AUTHOR,
CONC- or ITEM
ERNED

BC 200 SUGATHAFALA DE SILVA
SKI BALADITYA
SIMBAD THE SAILOR
BUZURG IEN SHAHRIYAR
AL BIRUNI MUHAMMAD
AL JAWALIQI, MAWHUB
PRINCE HAYTHON

AL DIMASHQI, SHAMS

£585

800

953
1030
1135
1307
1320
1436
1503
1812
152G
1742
1776
1780
1805
1819
1813
1819
1840
1859
1835
1883
1900
13905
1509
1910
1911
1912
1920
1929

FEI HSIN

VASCO GA GAMA
ALBOQUERQUE, ALFONSO
HUANG SHENG TSENG

GOLLENSS

!

STEIN VAN

SONNERAT, FIERRE

LAHARFE, JEAN FRANCOIS

WAHL, SAMUEL F G
SCHULTZ, M, Officer
MUHAMMAD MUINUDDIN, I,
SARTORIVS, M, Captain
BONNAND, Monseigneur

TENNENT, JAMES EMERSON

ROSSET, CARL WILHELM
LOGAN, WILLIAM
DUTTON, FRANK
HULBERT, A, R,
MARSHALL, H, J. T,
DIDI, MOHAMED ISMAIL

DENHAM, EDWARD BRANDIS
DUCKWORTH, WYNFRID L H

LAWSON ROBINS, Mrs,
RIEL, P, M, VAN

All Rights Reserved

21
10 Languages,

LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL

English
Chinsse
Arabic
Persian
Arabic
Arabic
Latin
Arabic
Chinese
Portugue
Portugue
Chinsse
Dutch
French
French
German
French
Divehi
French
French
English
German
English
English
English
English
Divehi
English
English
English
Dutch

Stockholm 28 April 1992

Entries
2582 pages with

ENGLISH
ADAFTION

De Silva, Maniku
Lars

Lars

Lars
Edward
Lars

Lars

Lars
Rockhill, William
Richardson, Will,
Gray-Birch, Walter
Rockhill, William
Vilgon, Lars
Magnus, F,

Vilgon, Lars
Vilgon, Lars
Vilgon, Lars

Didi, Abdul Hamid
Vilgon, Lars
Vilgon, Lars
Tennet, J, E,
Vilgon, Lars
Logan, William
Dutton, Frank
Hulbert, A, R,
Marshal, H, J, T,
Ali Risa Didi
Denham, Edw, Bran,
Duckworth, Wynfrid
Lawson Robins, Mrs
Riel, P, M, Van

Vilgon,
Vilgon,
Vilgon,
Sachau,
Vilgon,
Vilgon,
Vilgon,

into 0
1

ish
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1

WRITTEN or

14,

PUBLISHED

Dxford 1971
Stockholm 1992
Stockholm 1992
Stockholm 1992
London 1888
Stockholm 1992
Stockholm 1932
Stockholm 1992
Leiden 1915
London 1793
London 1880C
Leiden 1515
Stockholm 1932
Calcutta 1783
Stockholm 1992
Stockholm 1932
Stockholm 1992
Colombo 1924
Stockholm 1992
Stockholm 1992
London 1859
Stockholm 1952
Edinburgh 1889
Johanesburgl 300
Colombo 1905
Colombo 1509
Male 1992
Colombo 1911
Cambridge 1914
Colombo 1920
Leiden 1929

Lars Vilgon
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99
152
163
165
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MALDIVE ODD HISTORY .,

Contents of Volume Three,

A Collection of 19 Entries into English
fron 10 Languages, 258 pages with 130 fig,

YEAR AUTHOR LANGUAGE ENGLISH FUBLISHED PAGE
CONC- OR ITEM ORIGINAL ADAPTATION WRITTEN

ERNED

362  AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS  Latin Rolfe, John London 1937 1
525 COSMAS, INDICOFLEUSTES Greek Yule, Henry London 1866 3
1515  CASTANHEDA, FERNAD DE Portugu, Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 5
1519  GOMES, JOAO Portugu, Vilgon, Lars Stockhaolm 1993 9
1554  SEIDI ALI REIS Turkish WVilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 11
1586  COMMELIN, ISAK Dutch Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 19393 1S
1690 DUQUENSNE, ABRAHAM French Vilgon, Lars Stockkolm 1993 25
17832 H,M,S,"CATO" English Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 29
1785 DICKSON, ADOLPHUS English Dickson, Adolphus Goa 1785 49
1787  MALDIVE FOLKLORE MalayalamVilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 53
1805 LEYDEN, JOHN CASPER English WVilgon, Lars Stockholm 1933 59
1833 MUHAMMAD MUR-UD-DIN I English Vilgon, Lars Calcutta 1834 71
1836  MORESBY, ROBERT English Moresby, Robert London 1840 73
1833  PARIS, FRANCOIS French  Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 129
1885 BARTHOLUMEUZ, OLIVER English Bartholumeusz, 0, London 1885 133
1885 ROSSET, CARL WILRELM German Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 189
1886  CENSUS, VILGON, LARS  Divehi Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 13993 199
1921 MALDIV-AFRICA, VILGON, Divehi  Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 211
1993  MALDIV MAF, VILGON, L, Divehi Vilgon, Lars Stockholm 1993 223

All Rights Reserved Stockholm 28 Oct, 1993 Lars Vilgon

Kinnekullevagen 40, Bromma/Stockholm, Sweden, Phone 046/05/252743
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