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Foreword
It is remarkable that, in this age of unprecedented global communication and interac-
tion, the majority of the world’s languages are as yet not adequately described. With-
out basic grammars and dictionaries, these languages and their communities of speak-
ers are in a real sense inaccessible to the rest of the world. This state of affairs is anti-
thetical to today’s interconnected global mindset.

This series, undertaken as a critical part of the mission of the University of Mary-
land Center for Advanced Study of Language (CASL), is directed at remedying this
problem. One goal of CASL’s research is to provide detailed, coherent descriptions
of languages that are little studied or for which descriptions are not available in En-
glish. Even where grammars for these languages do exist, in many instances they are
decades out of date or limited in scope or detail.

While the criticality of linguistic descriptions is indisputable, the painstaking work
of producing grammars for neglected and under-resourced languages is often insuffi-
ciently appreciated by scholars and graduate students more enamored of the latest the-
oretical advances and debates. Yet, without the foundation of accurate descriptions of
real languages, theoretical work would have no meaning. Moreover, without profes-
sionally produced linguistic descriptions, technologically sophisticated tools such as
those for automated translation and speech-to-text conversion are impossible. Such
research requires time-consuming labor, meticulous description, and rigorous analy-
sis.

It is hoped that this series will contribute, however modestly, to the ultimate goal
of making every language of the world available to scholars, students, and language
lovers of all kinds. I would like to take this opportunity to salute the linguists at CASL
and around the world who subscribe to this vision as their life’s work. It is truly a noble
endeavor.

Richard D. Brecht
Founding Executive Director

University of Maryland Center for Advanced Study of Language





Series Editors’ Preface
This series arose out of research conducted on several under-described languages at
the University of Maryland Center for Advanced Study of Language. In commencing
our work, we were surprised at how many of the world’s major languages lack ac-
cessible descriptive resources such as reference grammars and bilingual dictionaries.
Among the ongoing projects at the Center is the development of such resources for
various under-described languages. This series of grammars presents some of the lin-
guistic description we have undertaken to fill such gaps.

The languages covered by the series represent a broad range of language families
and typological phenomena. They are spoken in areas of international significance,
some in regions associated with political, social, or environmental instability. Provid-
ing resources for these languages is therefore of particular importance.

However, these circumstances often make it difficult to conduct intensive, in-coun-
try fieldwork. In cases where such fieldwork was impractical, the authors of that gram-
mar have relied on close working relationships with native speakers, and, where pos-
sible, corpora of naturalistic speech and text. The conditions for data-gathering—and
hence our approach to it—vary with the particular situation.

We found the descriptive state of each language in the series to be different from
that of the others: in some cases, much work had been done, but had never been col-
lected into a single overview; in other cases, virtually no materials in English existed.
Similarly, the availability of source material in the target language varies widely: in
some cases, literacy and media are very sparse, while for other communities plentiful
written texts exist. The authors have worked with the available resources to provide
descriptions as comprehensive as these materials, the native speaker consultants, and
their own corpora allow.

One of our goals is for these grammars to reach a broad audience. For that reason
the authors have worked to make the volumes accessible by providing extensive ex-
emplification and theoretically neutral descriptions oriented to language learners as
well as to linguists. All grammars in the series, furthermore, include the native orthog-
raphy, accompanied where relevant by Romanization. While they are not intended as
pedagogical grammars, we realize that in many cases they will supply that role as well.

Each of the grammars is presented as a springboard to further research, which
for every language continues to be warranted. We hope that our empirical work will
provide a base for theoretical, comparative, computational, and pedagogical develop-
ments in the future. We look forward to the publication of many such works.

Claudia M. Brugman
Thomas J. Conners
Anne Boyle David

Amalia E. Gnanadesikan





Preface
When I first came to the University of Maryland Center for Advanced Study of Lan-
guage (CASL), I told my new colleagues that I wanted to concentrate on a South Asian
language. I had dabbled in various South Asian languages before, but I wanted to do
better than that—I wanted to really learn one this time. David Cox suggested I work
on Dhivehi and made it possible for me to do so—thank you! The result has been a
fascinating ride. I cannot say that I have mastered the Dhivehi language, but I have
learned a new and unique script, cudgeled my brain into processing a new set of syn-
tactic structures, studied the Maldivian newspapers, and eaten rihaakuru (fish paste)
and garudhiya (fish soup). I have even made some progress on identifying the many
stages of coconut development and come to see a tulip as a kind of a tree ގސަް )  gas).
Along the way I have had the privilege of getting to know some Maldivians and of ben-
efiting from their kindness. I am especially grateful to Dr. Maryam Mariya, who has
served as a consultant, answering countless questions as well as facilitating my meet-
ings with other Dhivehi speakers both in New Zealand and in Malé. My thanks also to
Dean Abdul Rasheed (Absy) Ali, who provided me with working space at the Faculty
of Arts at Maldives National University. The other Dhivehi speakers who generously
shared their language with me must remain anonymous due to IRB (Institutional Re-
view Board) ethics rules on the use of human subjects, but I always remember them
and the friendship they extended to me with gratitude.

This grammar has also benefited from the input of many people at the University
of Maryland. Anne David has served as the editor for this volume, catching typos, bad
prose, poor formatting, and fuzzy thinking alike. Mike Maxwell and Tom Conners have
also made editorial contributions. Aric Bills, Mike Maxwell, Sean Simpson, Stephanie
Kramer, and Nate Clair have rendered technical assistance. Special thanks to Aric Bills
for making the map and the other figures. Earlier versions of this work benefited from
the proofreading skills of Rebecca McGowan, the formatting skills of Melissa Fox, and
the indexing skills of Evelyn Browne, all of which were sadly missed in later versions.
My thanks to all of them.

At de Gruyter-Mouton my thanks are due to Lara Wysong and her team for shep-
herding the book through the publication process. Thanks also to Jonathon Lum and
an anonymous reviewer whose careful comments helped to improve the final text. None
of the aforementioned people bear any responsibility for the errors that must surely re-
main in this work. A definitive grammar of Dhivehi remains to be written, but I hope
that the current book represents a step in that direction.

Amalia E. Gnanadesikan
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1 About this Grammar
1.1 Scope of this book
This grammar covers the northern dialect group of Dhivehi, with emphasis on the stan-
dard dialect of the capital, Malé, which is home to roughly 40% of the Maldivian popu-
lation. The standard written and the standard spoken dialects of Dhivehi are not terri-
bly different, and both are covered here, including some discussion of informal spoken
forms, prescriptive norms, and literary usages. Poetic usage is not covered, however.
The southern dialect group diverges significantly from the northern dialects, as dis-
cussed in Section 2.2. The southern dialects also diverge significantly from each other.
These have not received much attention in the linguistic literature, with the exception
of Wijesundera et al. (1988), Fritz (2002) and Fritz (2005).

1.2 Sources
The present grammar benefits greatly from previous works on Dhivehi, discussed fur-
ther in Section 2.4, with a particularly large debt to Cain and Gair (2000) and Reynolds
(2003), without which this work would not have been possible. In addition, Dhivehi-
language sources such as grammatical handbooks (Ahmad 1970, Jameel 1970, and
Shaadiqu 2012 [1993]), and the national (monolingual) dictionary (Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhi-
vehi Dictionary] 2011) have also been consulted at various points.

A major source for this work, unavailable to previous authors, is an extensive cor-
pus of roughly 3.3 million words made possible by the posting in recent years of Dhi-
vehi materials on the World Wide Web. The largest source of text for the corpus is the
now-defunct online newspaper Haama Daily, with smaller contributions from Minivan
News, Miadhu News, and Haveeru Online. In order to include a wider range of genres as
well as examples of simpler sentence structures, the corpus has been supplemented
with small extracts from other texts, including children’s fiction.¹ A smaller spoken
corpus was also collected during fieldwork conducted among Maldivian expatriates
in New Zealand in 2012. A further fieldwork trip to Malé in 2014 provided additional
data, as did the judgments of a native speaker consultant, Dr. Maryam Mariya.

The vast majority of the examples used in this grammar are “naturally occurring,”
in that they were written or spoken for reasons other than the speaker being asked
an explicit question about Dhivehi. As such they can be expected to convey a bet-
ter sense of the language as it is actually used than artificially constructed sentences
would. However, as a result of their being originally intended for another purpose, the

1 The presence in later chapters of several example sentences about rabbits and/or a
character named Pilaasee, for example, derives from a Dhivehi retelling of Peter Rabbit,
published in Dhivehi as Pilaasee’s Disobedience.
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examples are often either longer or vaguer than might be ideal to make the grammati-
cal point that they are here used to illustrate. Any example included in this grammar
which is taken from a written source should be understood to include the entire sen-
tence of the original source if it ends in a period in the Dhivehi line. It will be translated
as a sentence in English, with initial capitalization and a final period. If it does not in-
clude the sentence-final particle -އެވެ   -eve it is usually because it was a quote in the
written source. Spoken examples attempt to follow the same rule of using the full sen-
tence, but in unscripted speech the beginning and end of sentences can be a matter of
judgment. Examples that are not punctuated as complete sentences, by contrast, are
extracts from corpus sentences. Each example is tagged with a two- or three-character
code that represents its source. The list of sources corresponding to the codes is given
in Section 1.4. In examples from the spoken corpus, names have been changed to avoid
using the real name of any of the speakers.

Dhivehi, like other languages with an established written tradition, has a set of pre-
scriptive rules for “properly” using the language. Some Maldivians that I spoke with
in Malé expressed concerns about my heavy reliance on a corpus, wondering how I
would be able to identify errors on the part of the writers. It is certainly the case that
Maldivian writers, like writers of English, do not always follow the prescriptive norms
established for their language. It is also the case that errors may occur due to slips
of typing or proofreading or due to the writer’s lack of full fluency in the standard di-
alect. In drawing on the corpus I have attempted to distinguish between the two types
of “errors,” with the help of native speakers and my own increasing familiarity with
the language. While a descriptive approach to a language does not suppress the “im-
proper” usages, it is also more descriptively accurate to report on both a usage and the
attitudes toward it than on a usage alone. Therefore I have made reference at times to
prescriptive judgments, as well as to literary registers that are not part of the everyday
colloquial language.

1.3 Interpreting examples
This grammar uses both in-line examples and longer, interlinear examples. In-line
examples (Figure 1.1) are used within running text to refer briefly to a word or short
phrase. They are also used in tables, where they may be displayed vertically. Interlin-
ear examples (Figure 1.2) are used to set out longer examples in detail. All examples
are given in the Dhivehi Thaana script followed by a Romanized representation of the
Thaana (both Thaana and the Romanization scheme followed here are laid out in Chap-
ter 3). In-line examples follow the Romanization with a gloss or translation, unless this
is obvious from the context.
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mīhun̊ ‘people’ީންހުމ

Thaana Gloss

Romanization

Figure 1.1: In-line example

Interlinear examples include both a morpheme-by-morpheme gloss and a more
natural “free” translation into English. A gloss is a representation in English of the
non-English expression. In some cases it may be the same as a translation, but in oth-
ers it may be more abstract, such as when a word meaning ‘you’ is glossed as 2 (for
‘second person’). Glosses also attempt to represent the same Dhivehi word with the
same English word in most cases, in order to give a sense for the range of meanings
that the Dhivehi word has. A gloss of a morpheme may be thought of as a way to iden-
tify a particular Dhivehi morpheme, rather than to translate it. The free translation,
by contrast, is a rendering of the meaning of the Dhivehi expression into grammatical
English, though in some cases it still sounds somewhat stilted, as faithfulness to the
original may be valued above English style. See Section 1.5 for the meaning of the vari-
ous abbreviations and punctuation marks (hyphens, periods, and underlines) that are
used in the Romanization and gloss lines. At the end of the free translation line a two-
or three-character code in parentheses identifies the source of the Dhivehi example.
These codes are laid out in Section 1.4.

‘Tomorrow Ali will clean the house.’ (FW2)

mādamā alī gē_tere sāfu kurāne
tomorrow Ali house_inside clean do.FUT.3

.ނެރާކު ފުސާ ރެތެގޭ ލީއަ މާދަމާ

Free translation

Gloss
Romanization

Thaana

Figure 1.2: Interlinear example

1.4 Corpus source codes
The following is a list of sources for the examples given in this grammar, with the short
code used in the examples shown at the left, the title or a description of the source in
the middle, and the genre of text at the right.
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C1 Example provided by a native speaker consultant, Dr.
Maryam Mariya.

Native speaker
text

D3 ދަރިވަރުންގެފޮތް  3 ގރޭޑް ދިވެހި  divehi grēd̊ 3 darivarungefot̊
‘Grade 3 Dhivehi Textbook’, Ali Ibrahim Maniku Saiboani
(2010). Malé: Novelty Press, Maldives Centre for
Educational Progress.

Children’s
textbook

DA އަކުރު  ދިވެހނީްގެ  divehīn̊ge akuru ‘Scripts of the Maldivians’,
Abbas Ibrahim (1998). Malé: National Centre for Maldivian
Language and History.

Nonfiction

DT ފޮތް  ދަރިވަރުންގެ ދީނީތަރުބިއްޔަތު  dīnī_tarubiyyatu
darivarunge fot̊ ‘Religious Education Textbook’, Ibrahim
Ramiz (1981). Malé: Ministry of Education.

Children’s
textbook

DW Dhivehi Wikipedia (www.dv.wikipedia.org). Nonfiction

EA އަންނާނެ  އެނބުރި  em̆buri annāne ‘They will Come Back’,
Aminathu Nihan (2004). Malé: National Centre for
Maldivian Languages and History.

Children’s
fiction

FD  1 ފޮތް ފަށާ ދިވެހި ފސަޭހަ  fasēha divehi faṣā fot̊ 1 ‘Easy
Dhivehi: Beginning book 1’, Ali Ahmad (n.d.). Publisher
and address not given.

Children’s
textbook

FW1 Example elicited during fieldwork in Palmerston North,
New Zealand, 2012.

Native speaker
speech

FW2 Example elicited during fieldwork in Malé, Maldives, 2014. Native speaker
speech

HD Haama Daily (formerly at www.haamadaily.com) News

HV Haveeru Online (www.haveeru.com.mv) News

KN
ނަތީޖާ  ފޮނި ކެތްތެރިކަމުގެ  ket̊terikamuge foni natījā ‘The
Sweet Results of Patience’, Aminathu Faiza (n.d.).
Publisher and address not given.

Fiction

MI Miadhu Daily (www.miadhu.com.mv) News

MN Minivan News (www.minivannews.com) News

PB ބސަްނޭހުން  ޕިލާސީގެ  pilāsīge bas_nēhum̊ ‘Pilaasee’s
Disobedience’, Abdul Lateef Ahmad (n.d.). Publisher and
address not given.

Children’s
fiction
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SC Spoken Corpus. This corpus was created from recordings
made among expatriate Maldivians in New Zealand in
2012. It consists of 14 transcribed recordings varying in
length from 1.5 to 5.2 minutes, of which 6 are fully
interactive conversations between two speakers, 5 are
asymmetric conversations (with one speaker doing most
of the talking), and 3 are monologues. Speakers were
asked to speak on given topics but did so
extemporaneously. The recordings were transcribed by a
native speaker. The names of speakers have been
changed in example sentences taken from this corpus.

Native speaker
speech

VN ނުފިލނާެ  ފަރިތައެއް ވެއްޖެ  vejje faritaek̊ nufilāne ‘A Practised
Skill will not be Lost’, Ahmad Shafeeu (2014). Book Line
Printers and Publishers.

Children’s
fiction

1.5 Symbols and abbreviations
The symbols and glossing abbreviations used in this grammar and presented below
largely follow those set out in the Leipzig Glossing Rules.² A few additions have been
made to meet the needs of the Dhivehi language.

/ / Phones that are phonemic, or underlying are shown between slashes.

[ ] The phonetic representation of the actual pronunciation of a form is
shown between square brackets. Pronunciations that only occur in
certain restricted contexts are represented in this way. Square brackets
are also occasionally used to interpolate material. This may happen in
the Romanization to indicate the nasal portion of a prenasalized stop
that has been left unwritten in the Dhivehi script, or it may occur in a free
translation to identify arguments that have been left null in the Dhivehi
sentence.

. A period marks a break between words or morphemes that is shown in
the Romanized Dhivehi but not in the English gloss, or in the English
gloss but not in the Romanized Dhivehi.

2 http://www.eva.mpg.de/lingua/resources/glossing-rules.php
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- In interlinear examples, a hyphen separates a word’s morphemes if they
are separated in both the Romanized Dhivehi line and the English gloss
line. If what is usually an affix is spelled as an individual word (with a
space), a hyphen will be used in addition to a space in the Romanization
and gloss lines, in order to show to indicate where the affix would
normally be attached. In in-text examples, a hyphen separates the
elements of a compound or sometimes other individual morphemes of a
word. Morphemes that do not occur as independent words but are
discussed in the text will be represented in in-text examples with a
hyphen before or after them, depending on whether they are suffixes or
prefixes. However, because a morpheme boundary may fall in the middle
of a long vowel, and because certain allomorphy may be considered to be
either a property of the stem or a property of the affix, the placement of
the hyphen is sometimes approximate.

= An equal sign separates clitics from the rest of the word in interlinear
examples. In in-line discussion of these morpheme, however, a simple
hyphen is used to indicate whether they are prefixing or suffixing clitics
(as in the previous entry).

_ In interlinear examples, an underline separates items that may be
considered separate words despite not being written as separate words
in the example.

∼ In interlinear examples, the tilde separates morphemes in cases of
reduplication. In tables, the tilde separates alternative versions of a
word.

* Unattested form. The asterisk is used either to show that a particular
form is ungrammatical (and thus not used by speakers) or that it has been
hypothesized to have existed in the past, without actual textual proof.

1 First person

2 Second person

3 Third person. Dhivehi third-person proforms do not have gender, but they
are translated as ‘he’ or ‘she’ in the translation lines of interlinear
examples in this grammar according to the identity of the person in the
original source of the sentence.

ABL Ablative/instrumental case

ADJZ Adjectivizer

ADV Adverbializer

C Consonant

CAUS Causative verb
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COP Copula

CNCS Concessive

CNV Converb

COMP Complementizer

COND Conditional

CONJ Co-ordinating particle

DAT Dative case

DEF Definite

DEFR Deferential

DEM Demonstrative

DEM1 First-person demonstrative (near the speaker)

DEM2 Second-person demonstrative (near the addressee)

DEM3 Third-person demonstrative (not near the speaker or addressee)

DHON Divine honorific

DIMP Divine imperative

DM Discourse marker

DOPT Divine optative

EMPH Emphatic particle

END Sentence-final particle

FOC Focus verb

FUT Future tense

GEN Genitive case

GND Gerund

HHON High Honorific



8 | About this Grammar

HON Honorific

HRT Hortative

IMP Imperative

INDF Indefinite

INF Infinitive

IRR Irrealis

lit. literally

LOC Locative

LOG Logophoric pronoun

NEG Negative particle

NEGC Negative concord

NMLZ Nominalizer

PL Plural

PRS Present tense

PRF Perfect aspect

PROG Progressive aspect

PST Past tense

PTCP Participle

Q Question particle

QCOMP Complementizer of an embedded question

QUOT Quotative particle

REDUP Reduplicated morpheme

RSN Reason particle

SML Simultaneous particle
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SOC Sociative case

SUCC Successive particle

TAG Tag question

UNSP Unspecified

V Vowel

VN Verbal noun

VOC Vocative

1.6 A preview of this grammar
The following chapters present an in-depth picture of Dhivehi grammar as well as its
unique writing system, Thaana. Included are the Dhivehi lexicon, phonology, mor-
phology, and syntax, as well as numerous comments on usage. The written language
closely resembles the standard spoken language, with a few exceptions, such as the
written sentence-final particle -އެވެ   -eve. Although this work relies heavily on a written
corpus for data, it also notes differences between the written language and the stan-
dard spoken language where relevant and includes examples from a spoken corpus as
well.

Chapter 2 situates the Dhivehi language in its context with regard to its speakers
and their homeland, its dialects, and the state of its linguistic description.

Chapter 3 presents the phonology of Dhivehi, in which dental and retroflex stops
contrast, as do plain and prenasalized voiced stops, but there is no distinctive aspira-
tion. Vowels show distinctive length. The phonology includes a strict coda condition
and morphologically triggered gemination. This chapter also introduces the Dhivehi
writing system, which is then used (along with Romanization) in all the examples pre-
sented in this grammar.

Chapter 4 gives a brief overview of the structure of the Dhivehi lexicon, which is
Indo-Aryan at its base, with a significant Arabic/Persian/Urdu overlay and increasing
numbers of English loanwords. A system of honorifics applies to nouns, pronouns,
verbs, and particles. Except in a few instances such as question particles and the def-
erential first-person pronouns, most of this honorific system elevates the person that
is being talked about rather than the addressee.

As described in Chapter 5, Dhivehi nouns are divided into human and nonhuman
classes, but there is no sex-based grammatical gender. Nouns inflect for definiteness,
number, and case.
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Chapter 6 presents pronouns, demonstratives, adjectives, and quantifiers. Dhivehi
demonstratives (deictics) have three values: one for near the speaker, one for near the
addressee, and one for elsewhere. These demonstratives may be used as pronouns,
as noun modifiers (adnominals), or as verb modifiers (adverbs). The Dhivehi second-
person singular pronoun is taboo in the standard language, and various strategies ex-
ist to avoid using it.

Chapter 7 turns to postpositions and adverbs, two minor parts of speech in Dhivehi.
Being strictly head-final, Dhivehi uses postpositions instead of prepositions, most of
which are derived from nouns. Adverbs are usually derived from adjectives or nouns.

Chapter 8 presents verbs. Dhivehi finite verbs inflect for two persons and three
tenses but not number. Medial verb forms include past, present, and future partici-
ples, while nonfinite verb forms include the infinitive, the verbal noun, and the con-
junctive verb (converb). Dhivehi verbs cluster into derivational families, consisting of
intransitive/involitive/inactive, transitive/active, and causative members, with plain
and honorific versions of each.

Chapter 9 turns to particles, the small, uninflecting words and clitics of the lan-
guage. Notable among these are the Dhivehi nonverbal copula, which equates two
noun phrases, and quotative particles, which mark quotes or repetitions. Certain in-
terjections and question particles are important to the addressee-oriented part of the
Dhivehi honorific system.

The later chapters concentrate on syntax. Chapter 10 considers noun phrases. Be-
ing consistently head final in its syntax, Dhivehi puts nouns at the end of noun phrases,
with relative clause constructions being expressed by participial clauses that precede
the noun. The language is also unusual in its ordering of adjectives and quantifiers.

As described in Chapter 11, Dhivehi, like other South Asian languages, does not
allow the creation or borrowing of new verbs, and thus relies on noun- (or adjective-)
verb compounds, formed with existing verbs, to expand its verb inventory. Chapter 11
also considers the use of auxiliaries, modals, and infinitive constructions.

Chapter 12 turns to the syntax of full sentences. In addition to sentences with verbs,
Dhivehi allows two types of nonverbal sentences, those headed by predicate adjec-
tives, and those employing the nonverbal copula. By default, the language follows SOV
word order, although the spoken language allows reordering of the major elements in
a sentence for a variety of rhetorical purposes. In the written language word order is
more fixed, but focus verbs can be used to modify the order, with the focused element
of the sentence placed after the verb. Negative sentences use a system of negative con-
cord.

Chapter 13 considers multiclausal sentences. Dhivehi follows the common South
Asian restriction of using at most one finite (fully inflected) verb per sentence, so de-
pendent clauses use a variety of other verb forms. Clause chaining, using the nonfi-
nite converb form to append further clauses to the finite clause, is a particularly South
Asian feature.



2 The Dhivehi Language
2.1 Introduction
Dhivehi [d̪iˈvehi] is the language of the island nation of the Maldives. In English the
language is also known as Maldivian; its native name is also transliterated as Divehi.¹
Its ISO 639–3 code is div. The language belongs to the Indo-Aryan (or Indic) branch
of the Indo-European family; its closest relative is Sinhala (Sinhalese), spoken in Sri
Lanka, with which it forms what Sonja Fritz has dubbed the Insular group of Indo-
Aryan languages (Fritz 2002: 1). As Bruce Cain and James Gair point out, Dhivehi is the
only Indo-European language whose indigenous area includes territory south of the
equator (Cain and Gair 2000: 1).²

The number of Dhivehi speakers is somewhere between 335,000 and 410,000, with
between 320,000³ and 394,000⁴ in the Maldives; about 10,000 on the island of Minicoy
in India, where it is known as Mahl;⁵ and a few expatriate populations, particularly
in Trivandrum, India.⁶ A large proportion of Maldivians live in the capital city, Malé,
which has a population of 132,000.⁷

The Dhivehi language, or ދިވެހިބަސް   divehi-bas,⁸ is a product of the history and
geography of the Maldives. Like Sinhala, it has many inherited Indo-Aryan features,
but also contains various features that are more like the geographically closer Dra-
vidian languages than like the other, more geographically distant, Indo-Aryan lan-

1 Here and elsewhere I follow conventional Maldivian transliteration of proper names but the
more linguistically consistent CASL transliteration (outlined in Chapter 3) for linguistic data.
The spelling Dhivehi accords with both the official Maldivian transliteration system and the
conventional Maldivian transliteration of the name. The conventional Maldivian transliteration
of proper names sometimes deviates from the official transliteration system established for the
language (also presented in Chapter 3). Long /aː/, for example, is most often written as a rather
than the official aa in names, and the name of the capital city, phonemically /maːle/, is
traditionally writtenMalé.
2 This requires, however, that one consider “indigenous area” to refer only to where
languages were spoken in precolonial times. Thus by this definition a language such as
Afrikaans, derived from Dutch, is not considered indigenous to South Africa despite having
developed and gained recognition as an independent language there.
3 UN Data (http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=MALDIVES, accessed 1/8/2014).
4 The World Factbook
(https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mv.html, accessed
1/8/2014).
5 Census of India 2011 (http://censusindia.gov.in/2011-prov-results/data_files/lakshadweep/
data%20sheet.pdf, accessed 1/8/2014).
6 Ethnologue: Maldivian (http://www.ethnologue.com/language/div, accessed 12/15/2014).
7 UN Data (http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=MALDIVES, accessed 1/8/2014).
8 In the Romanization here and elsewhere in in-line examples, the hyphen separates the two
elements of a compound word.
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guages. Dhivehi’s Dravidian-like features include a lack of sex-based grammatical gen-
der, an absence of phonemic aspiration, and a lack of relative-pronoun headed rela-
tive clauses. However, the language has other features that are unusual among South
Asian languages generally, including the use of a non-verbal copula and the nature of
its honorific system.

2.2 Geographical setting, dialects, and literacy
The Maldives, or ދިވެހިރާއްޖެ   divehi-rājje, consists of numerous small islands formed
from the topmost levels of low-lying atolls—roughly circular coral structures which are
thought to have grown on top of extinct submerged volcanoes, and which are higher
along the perimeter (creating islands, sandbanks, and reefs) and lower in the middle
(creating lagoons). The Maldives atolls form a double chain atop the Chagos-Laccadive
Ridge that runs north-south roughly along the 73rd east meridian, southwest of India
(Figure 2.1). The modern nation consists of 26 atolls, which together comprise about
1190 islands (Ragupathy 2008: 112); the exact number changes from time to time with
the shifting sands. Most of these islands are tiny, and none is bigger than 10 km² (3.8
mi²), giving the nation as a whole only 298 km² (115 mi²) of dry land (Pernetta and Ses-
tini 1989: 32). Some 200 of the islands are classified as inhabited, though this number
also changes from time to time due to factors such as government policy, water short-
ages, or natural disasters like the 2004 tsunami. Resort islands are classified as unin-
habited, as they have no permanent registered residents. Historically, the nation also
included the island of Minicoy (also known as Maliku), which has in recent centuries
belonged to India and is grouped with India’s Lakshadweep (formerly Laccadive) Is-
lands in the Lakshadweep Union Territory.

The highest natural point in the Maldives is 2.4 m (7 feet 10 inches) above sea level,⁹
and most of the islands have an elevation of only about 1 m (Pernetta and Sestini 1989:
32). The nation therefore faces serious threats from sea level rise due to global warm-
ing.

As an island nation, the Maldives has historically had an economy that is heav-
ily dependent on fishing. More recently, the Maldivian tourism industry, which was
inaugurated in 1972 (Phadnis and Luithui 1985: 62), has become a dominant industry.
The country became the third nation ever to graduate from the UN’s Least Developed
Nation status on January 1, 2011.

9 Encyclopedia of the Nations
(http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/geography/Indonesia-to-Mongolia/Maldives.html,
accessed 1/8/2014).
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Figure 2.1:Map of the Maldives

The unusual geographical layout of the Maldives has had an impact on its lan-
guage, culture, and polity. The 298 km² of dry land is spread across nearly 110,000
km² (41,800 mi²) of the Indian Ocean, as the country is 823 km (510 miles) long from
north to south, and 133 km (82 miles) wide from west to east.¹⁰ One result of this natural
fragmentation is that the word for a settled area (such as a town or village) is the same
as that for island, ރަށް   raṣ̊ (cognate with Sanskrit rāṣṭra, country). In the unusual case

10 Encyclopedia of the Nations
(http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/geography/Indonesia-to-Mongolia/Maldives.html,
accessed 1/8/2014).
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that two villages occupy the same island, confusion may result. For example, the “is-
lands” of Hulhudhoo and Meedhoo in Addu (or Seenu) Atoll are actually on the same
geographical island, though they have traditionally appeared separately in lists of is-
lands. The word for ‘capital city’ is ވެރިރަށް   veri-raṣ̊, or ‘chief island’. The capital of the
Maldives, Malé, was for a long time the only island given the status of a city, the word
for which is a loanword in Dhivehi: ސިޓީ   siṭī. In some contexts ‘the islands’ means
‘islands other than Malé’. Recently Addu (Seenu) Atoll was upgraded to a city.

While the inhabited land is fragmented, the smallest fragments, namely the is-
lands, are grouped into larger structures, the atolls. Thus the word އަތޮޅު   atoḷu, from
which the English word atoll derives, has come to refer both to the natural grouping of
islands into circular structures and to the grouping of islands into larger administra-
tive units. The two are not always perfectly aligned: there are 26 “natural” atolls in the
Maldives, but 19 “administrative” atolls (plus the cities of Malé and Addu, for a total of
21 administrative districts). The atolls all have names, but the administrative atolls are
also known by a system of code letters. Each administrative atoll is assigned a letter of
the alphabet, or in the case of historical splits of administrative atolls, a letter of the
alphabet plus a letter denoting ‘north’ or ‘south’. The code names proceed from north,
with ހއ   Hā-Alifu (short for އުތުރު  ހ  Hā-Uturu ‘North Haa)’, to south, ending with ސ 
 Sīnu ‘Seenu’.

The northern atolls—Haa to Laamu—are more closely clustered. The wide One and
a Half Degree Channel divides Laamu from the next atoll to the south, Gaafu. The
southern three natural atolls, Huvadhu, Fuvahmulah, and Addu (comprising three ad-
ministrative atolls and a city: North Gaafu, South Gaafu, Gnaviyani, and Seenu, or
Addu City), are widely spaced, both from each other and from the northern atolls.
As a result of this grouping, Dhivehi has two major dialect groups: a northern and
a southern group. The standard dialect—the variety on which the written language is
based—is that of the capital, Malé, and belongs to the northern group. It is the focus
of this work. Further north, the dialect of Minicoy, known as Mahl, is somewhat differ-
ent from Maldivian Dhivehi, due to geopolitical distance, but it can still be classified
with the northern group (Cain and Gair 2000: 5). The southern group is spoken in the
three southern atolls; the differences between individual dialects within the dialect
group are greater there (Fritz 2002: 13). Speakers of the northern dialects do not under-
stand the southern dialects at all well. Reports vary from “cannot understand” (Cain
and Gair 2000: 5) to “can hardly understand” (Fritz 2002: 13) to an estimate of fifty
percent intelligibility I received from one speaker. However, speakers of the southern
dialects learn to understand (and speak and write) the more pervasive and prestigious
northern speech.

Unlike many neighboring South Asian languages, such as Sinhala or Tamil, Dhi-
vehi does not display substantial diglossia between written and spoken forms, but of
course this only holds true for those who speak the northern dialects. Some features
specific to the written language do exist, however, the most obvious being a ubiquitous
sentence-final particle, -އެވެ   -eve, which acts as a kind of spelled-out period.
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The Maldives enjoys a literacy rate of 98.4%.¹¹ A high literacy rate is not new: a
1986 UNESCO study stated that “A prominent characteristic of Maldivian people is
that most of them are literate” (Literacy Situation in Asia and the Pacific; country stud-
ies: Maldives 1986: 10). Despite this, the country has historically been characterized
by a low level of educational achievement (Literacy Situation in Asia and the Pacific;
country studies: Maldives 1986: 4). Both the geographical fragmentation of the coun-
try and its small population are relevant factors here. However, substantial strides
have been made in recent decades. The first state-sponsored Maldivian university was
formed from the Maldives College of Higher Education in 2011. Many Maldivians go to
Sri Lanka, Australia, or New Zealand for higher education, which is nowadays made
more widely possible by universal English-medium education in most school subjects.

2.3 History and people
The Dhivehi people are South Asian in appearance, and recent genetic research has
confirmed that Maldivians are indeed largely South Asian in origin, with some admix-
ture of West Asian genes through the male line (Pijpe et al. 2013: 64). A few Maldivians
claim some African ancestry, and possible traces of African genes have been found
in Fuvahmulah, or Gnaviyani Atoll (Pijpe et al. 2013: 65). The West Asian genes pre-
sumably come from Arabic and Persian traders and missionaries. Arabic traders are
known to have plied the waters of the Indian Ocean since at least the ninth century
AD (Flecker 2001: 350). The conversion of the nation to Islam from Buddhism is tra-
ditionally credited to a Muslim saint from the Maghreb (or, in some variants of the
story, from Tabriz, in Persia) and placed at Hijra 548, or 1153 AD (Maloney 1980: 100–
101). This date begins the formal history of the Maldives, prior to which little is known
about the country.

With the conversion of the Maldives to Islam, the king of the small nation was
granted the title of Sultan (Maloney 1980: 104). Today the nation is 100% Sunni Mus-
lim by law, and Maldivians consider their Muslim faith a vital factor in their national
unity. Traditionally the form of Islam practised was a moderate and locally defined
one: occasional queens ruled as sultanas, traditional magic was commonly practised,
and the veiling of women was relatively rare (Maloney 1980: 365). Family structures
were matrilocal, in other words, the residence of a family was determined by the wife
rather than the husband (Romero-Frías 2003: 246 fn., Pijpe et al. 2013: 65). Since the
1980’s, however, there has been a deliberate move toward Saudi-inspired interpreta-
tions of Islam (Romero-Frías 2003: 290–295). Islam has been the conduit for substan-
tial borrowing of Arabic words over the centuries, in many cases via Persian and/or

11 World Factbook
(https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/print_2103.html,
accessed 1/8/2014).
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Urdu. However, Arabic words and Arabic-influenced spellings are being increasingly
used in recent years.

The Maldives is presently constituted as a republic, with the official name of Re-
public of Maldives, or ޖުމްހޫރިއްޔާ  ދިވެހިރާއްޖޭގެ  divehi-rājjēge jumhūriyyā ‘Republic of
the Dhivehi Country’. Historically, however, it was a sultanate, known to the rest of
the world for its coconuts,¹² coir (coconut fibre), ambergris (a valuable perfume ingre-
dient, produced by the intestines of sperm whales), cowrie shells (Cypraea moneta,
once used as currency in parts of Africa and in Bengal), fish, and tortoiseshell (actu-
ally from sea turtles) (Pyrard 1887–1890: 229–241).

Unlike most of South Asia, the Maldives was only lightly touched by European
colonialism, with the result that contact between the Maldives and Western nations
has been slight until recent times. A brief stint of interference from the Portuguese in
the sixteenth century, with 15 years of occupation between 1558 and 1573, gave the
Maldivians a permanent appreciation of their freedom and a longstanding distrust of
foreigners.¹³ In 1645, during the Dutch rule of Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), the Maldivian
sultan established an annual exchange of letters and gifts with the Dutch governor
at Colombo, bringing the Maldives into the Dutch sphere of protection and thereby
warning off any other interested colonial powers. When the English took Ceylon in
1796 the English governor replaced the Dutch governor in this arrangement (Bell 2004
[1883]: 26, 35). A protectorate relationship with Britain was only formalized in 1887 and
ended in 1965. The sultanate lasted until 1968 except for a brief hiatus in 1953 (Phadnis
and Luithui 1985: 19, 34, 26).

As of 2015 only six presidents have held office: Mohamed Amin Didi¹⁴ during the
interregnum in 1953 and the others since 1968. Presidents Ibrahim Nasir (1968–1978)
and Maumoon Abdul Gayoom (1978–2008) were selected by the People’s Assembly, or
މަޖިލސީް  ރައްޔިތުންގެ  rayyitunge majilīs, and ratified by the people, but with no compet-
itive vote and no political parties (Phadnis and Luithui 1985: 37–38, 45). The first demo-
cratically elected president, Mohamed Nasheed, was elected in 2008 and deposed on

12 A particular kind of coconut, the coco de mer, Lodoicea maldivica, which Maldivians fished
out of their waters, was once believed to grow on a tree at the bottom of the seas surrounding
the Maldives. It was eventually realized that these unusual, double lobed coconuts actually
grew in the Seychelles and then drifted to the Maldives on the ocean currents (Pyrard
1887–1890: 210–231).
13 H. C. P. Bell (Bell 2004 [1883]: 37) quotes W. Christopher, a British naval officer who spent
time in the Maldives in 1835: “They have a tradition that they shall one day be subjugated to
Europeans, the population shall diminish, and their Islands shall gradually sink down into the
deep” (quoted from the Transactions of the Bombay Geographical Society, 1836–8 [reprint
1844], pp 103–105).
14 In the north of the country, where Amin Didi was from, the title ދީދީ   dīdī indicates that the
bearer is descended from a sultan, though not a child or grandchild. In the south ދީދީ   dīdī
occurs among the population as a surname, and tradition holds that its possessors are the
descendants of princes and princesses banished from the capital.
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February 7, 2012. Nasheed was succeeded by his former vice-president, Dr. Mohammed
Waheed Hassan Manik, who is the first Maldivian to have earned a Ph.D. After this brief
unelected presidency, Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom, half-brother of Maumoon Ab-
dul Gayoom, was elected in November 2013.

Not much is known of the early history of the Dhivehi language. The oldest surviv-
ing written Dhivehi dates from 1194 AD, in the form of a decree inscribed on copper
plates. Eight such copper-plate documents, called ލޯމފާނާު   lōmāfānu, survive, written
between 1194 and the 14th century (Fritz 2002: 6), leaving the history of the language
before that point unrecorded, and only sparsely recorded for many centuries thereafter.
As for the origin of Dhivehi, an Indo-Aryan language (what we may call proto-Dhivehi)
may first have come to the Maldives from Sri Lanka or may have come from the In-
dian mainland in a migration of Proto-Dhivehi-Sinhala speakers that settled both the
Maldives and Sri Lanka. Wilhelm Geiger, one of the first Western scholars to consider
Dhivehi and the Maldives, believed (before the discovery of the lōmāfānu, and based
on incomplete knowledge of the language) that Dhivehi was “merely a dialect, and not
even a very ancient dialect, of Sinhalese” and that “the Maldive islands were occupied
by Sinhalese people, but hardly at an earlier period than about eight or nine centuries
ago” (Geiger 1902: 909).¹⁵

All later scholars of Dhivehi have disagreed with Geiger’s dating. Based on sound
changes that have occurred in Dhivehi and Sinhala, they have put the split between
Dhivehi and Sinhala at various significantly earlier dates. M. W. S. De Silva proposes
that both Sri Lanka and the Maldives were settled from mainland India, followed by
further influence on the development of Dhivehi by Sinhala (M. W. Sugathapala De
Silva 1970: 138). Most other scholars assume a settlement from Sri Lanka. Clarence
Maloney puts the split from Sinhala before the fourth century AD (Maloney 1980: 90).
Bruce Cain argues that the two languages began to diverge at least as early as the first
century BC (Cain 2000b: 252), while James Gair puts the split sometime after the third
or fourth century AD (Gair 2003: 849), and J.B. Disanayake puts the split between the
fourth and eight centuries AD (Disanayake 1986: 99). As Sonja Fritz sums up the issue,
“it is still too early to decide with certainty whether Dhivehi and Sinhalese developed
at about the same time from a common Prakrit ancestor...as proposed by De Silva. We
cannot disprove the opposite assumption that Dhivehi...split off from [Sinhalese] in
prehistorical time; it is clear, however, that this time must have been much earlier than
Geiger supposed” (Fritz 2002: 12). Based on the range of estimates, it is reasonable

15 Unfortunately, the belief that Dhivehi is merely a dialect of Sinhala is still encountered
today, for example in the CIA’sWorld Factbook
(https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ geos/mv.html, accessed
12/15/2014). Linguistically this is rather like considering Dutch to be a dialect of German, or
Spanish to be a dialect of Italian, and is revealing of how little is generally known about
Dhivehi.
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to suppose that somewhere between about fifteen hundred and two thousand years
separate the two languages.

The Maldives was probably already populated when the Indo-Aryan proto-Dhivehi
speakers arrived, perhaps by speakers of a Dravidian language such as Old Tamil.
Xavier Romero-Frías describes Maldivian oral tradition that tells of the coming of the
ruling family from the north, in India (Romero-Frías 2003: 28–31), while Clarence Mal-
oney adds versions that identify the royal origin as Sri Lankan (Maloney 1980: 29–32).
Some versions of these legends specifically mention the prior inhabitants of the Mal-
dives. The legends presumably reflect a migration of a group of people who established
themselves as culturally dominant, rather than of a single royal couple. Maloney iden-
tifies the people of Giraavaru (located in Malé, or Kaafu, Atoll) as aboriginals who claim
Tamil descent—which historically includes both the Tamil and the Malayali people of
South India. Until recently the people of Giraavaru followed distinctive customs, but
these have been disrupted in recent decades (Maloney 1980: 274–278). The people of
Giraavaru were relocated to Hulhule Island in the mid-twentieth century because of
erosion and well salinity on Giraavaru, and then when Hulhule was developed as the
international airport, they were resettled in the city of Malé, where they have been cul-
turally assimilated (Romero-Frías 2003:31 fn). Whatever the history of the Maldivian
population, no extant language other than Dhivehi (in its various dialects) is native to
the Maldives, nor are there any historical records of any such language.

2.4 Previous work
Little attention has been paid to the Dhivehi language in the wider world, to the extent
that Leonid Kulikov has stated that “the Maldivian language has probably received
less scholarly attention than any other official (i.e. used as the official language of a
country) language in the world” (Kulikov 2004: 249). This situation has been some-
what ameliorated in recent years, as the following brief summary of previous studies
of Dhivehi (mostly in English) indicates.

Albert Gray and H.C.P. Bell list various authors who mention or may be interpreted
as mentioning the Maldives, going back to Ptolemy (c. AD 150) and the author of the
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea (c. AD 90). The first outsider to write extensively about
the islands was the great Moroccan traveler Ibn Battuta (1304–1377), who spent a year
and a half in the Maldives in 1343–1344 and married local women; he returned briefly
in 1346 (Pyrard 1887–1890). The specifically linguistic study of Dhivehi begins with
the Frenchman François Pyrard de Laval, who was shipwrecked and spent five years
in the Maldives from 1602 to 1607. His report includes careful cultural observation with
relevant Dhivehi terms included in the main text, as well as a separate vocabulary list
(Pyrard 1887–1890). In 1834, a survey expedition of the British Indian Navy mapped
the Maldives, after which Lieutenants Christopher and Young remained behind until
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1835. Christopher compiled a vocabulary list, later published by John Wilson (1841).
Pyrard’s vocabulary and Christopher’s vocabulary are compared in Gray (1878).

The period from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth century saw the begin-
ning of serious scholarly work on Dhivehi language and culture, at the hands of H. C.
P. Bell, Albert Gray, and Wilhelm Geiger. Their work, represented by Bell (2004 [1883]),
Gray (1878), the annotations to Pyrard (1887–1890), Geiger (1902), Geiger (1900–1902)
and Geiger (1901) (of the last two of which Geiger 1996 [1919] is a translation into En-
glish with editorial additions by H. C. P. Bell) was followed by a long hiatus.

In the late 1960s and 1970s interest in Dhivehi began to revive, with the work of M.
W. S. De Silva and C. H. B. Reynolds, on topics in the origin and early history of Dhivehi
and the Dhivehi writing system. Their works from this period include M. W. Sugatha-
pala De Silva (1969), M. W. Sugathapala De Silva (1970), Manikku W. S. De Silva (1979),
Reynolds (1974) , and Reynolds (1978).

In the following decades a few Maldivians published works to aid English speak-
ers in learning Dhivehi, in some cases in collaboration with foreign co-authors. Their
works include phrase books (Maniku and Disanayaka 1990 and Zuhair 1991) and short
dictionaries (Abdulla and O’Shea 2005 and Manik 2011). Maldivian culture also re-
ceived attention in the form of ethnographic works by Clarence Maloney (1980), Xavier
Romero-Frías (2003), and Leonid Kulikov 2014, while a group of Sri Lankan and Mal-
divian scholars assembled a linguistic survey Wijesundera et al. (1988).

The turn of the twenty-first century brought renewed academic attention to the
Dhivehi language. Two scholarly dictionaries appeared: Maniku (2000), a relatively
short Dhivehi-English etymological dictionary, and Reynolds (2003), the most sub-
stantial Dhivehi-English dictionary currently available (though based on fieldwork car-
ried out in 1967). Two grammars also appeared: Cain and Gair (2000) is the only syn-
chronically oriented published grammar prior to the current work, though it is only 70
pages long. Fritz (2002) has a diachronic and comparative orientation, and is presently
the only published grammar that covers the southern dialects. It concentrates on Dhi-
vehi morphology. A useful counterpoint to this grammar is the review in Cain (2004).
In works of linguistic typology, Dhivehi nowadays occasionally garners some mention.
It has a section in the World Atlas of Language Structures (Dryer and Haspelmath 2013),
for example, with entries based on Cain and Gair (2000) and Fritz (2002). Aspects of
Dhivehi have received attention in works of linguistic theory such as Cain (2000a), Ar-
senault (2009), and Gnanadesikan (n.d.), on Dhivehi phonology; Cain (1995) and Fritz
(2005), on Dhivehi syntax; and Gair and Cain (1996), Gippert (2004), and Gnanade-
sikan (2012), on the Dhivehi writing system. Cain (2000b) is the doctoral dissertation
on which Cain and Gair (2000) is based; it includes a study of the history of Dhivehi
not included in the published grammar (Cain and Gair 2000). Additionally, Fritz (1993)
is a commentary on the contributions of Wilhelm Geiger to the early study of Dhivehi.





3 Phonology and Writing System
3.1 Dhivehi phonemes
This chapter turns to the phonology of Dhivehi and its representation in writing, begin-
ning with the inventory of phonemes. Occasional comparisons are made to other Indo-
Aryan languages, particularly Sinhala, Dhivehi’s closest relative. Because the Dhivehi
writing system represents the phonemes of the language fairly accurately, and because
written examples can be more effectively used once the script has been presented, the
descriptions of the phonology and the writing system of the language are interleaved
in the following sections.

3.1.1 Consonants

The consonant phonemes of Dhivehi are given in Table 3.1 in the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA). The transliteration/transcription used in this grammar for Romanizing
linguistic examples differs somewhat from the IPA, and will be introduced in Section
3.2.

The symbols in various types of brackets in Table 3.1 are marginal in various re-
spects. The retroflex nasal occurred in Old Dhivehi but no longer contrasts with the
alveolar nasal in the standard language. It is still used in the southern dialects, how-
ever (Fritz 2002: 35). The palato-alveolar nasal has only marginal contrastive load. That
is, it is rarely used to distinguish one word from another. It does, however, contrast
with the alveolar nasal in certain derived environments (as the outcome of the gem-
ination and palatalization process described in Section 3.6.4), and it occurs in a few
dialectal words and loanwords, most notably ޏަމްޏަމު   ñamñamu ‘namnam (a kind of
fruit)’, from Malay. It also occurs noncontrastively before the palato-alveolar affricates
(ʧ and ʤ), since nasals assimilate in place of articulation to a following consonant. The
palato-alveolar and velar fricatives occur only in loanwords, many of which are from
Arabic. Other consonants also occur in explicitly Arabic or English pronunciation of
loanwords (see Table 3.6), but the palato-alveolar and velar fricatives are the ones most
readily used by Dhivehi speakers.

Dhivehi contrasts voiced, voiceless, and prenasalized stops at the labial, dental,
retroflex, and velar places of articulation, while the palato-alveolar place of articula-
tion is added by the voiced and voiceless affricates. The voiceless stops may be lightly
aspirated, but aspiration is not contrastive in Dhivehi. In lacking distinctive aspiration
Dhivehi is like Sinhala (and the Dravidian languages), but unlike the mainland Indo-
Aryan languages (Gair 1998 [1982]: 5). Dhivehi and Sinhala are also unusual in being
the only Indo-Aryan languages known to possess prenasalized stops (Cain and Gair
2000: 8). These occur only in word-medial position, which might suggest that they are
a sequence of segments rather than a single segment (and in Sinhala they are indeed
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Labial Dental/
alveolar Retroflex

Palatal/
palato-
alveolar

Velar Laryngeal

Stops/
affricates p b t̪ d̪ ʈ ɖ ʧ ʤ k ɡ

Prenasalized
stops

mb nd̪ nɖ ŋɡ

Nasals m n <ɳ> (ɲ)

Fricatives f s z ʂ {ʃ} {x} h

Laterals l̪ ɭ

Rhotics
and
glides

ʋ ɻ∼ ɽ j

 

Table 3.1: Dhivehi consonants

analyzed as a sequence by Coates and De Silva 1960: 169–170, and Maddieson and
Ladefoged 1993: 265–267). However, they contrast with nasal-stop clusters, in which
the nasal is demonstrably in the coda of one syllable and the stop is in the onset of the
next, making the former syllable heavy. Prenasalized stops, by contrast, do not add
weight to the preceding syllable (see Section 3.4.2 on stress), suggesting that they are
entirely in syllable-onset position. Since Dhivehi does not otherwise allow onset clus-
ters, I follow previous writers on Dhivehi here (M. W. Sugathapala De Silva 1969: 203,
Cain and Gair 2000: 7, and Fritz 2002: 30) and consider the prenasalized stops to be
single segments.

Like nearly all other Indo-Aryan languages, Dhivehi contrasts dental and retroflex
stops, and the English alveolar stops /t/ and /d/ are borrowed as retroflex stops in loan-
words. Dhivehi also contrasts a dental and retroflex lateral. The Dhivehi retroflexes
are only slightly retracted (Cain and Gair 2000: 7). Thus they are apical postalveolars,
made with the tip of the tongue touching the roof of the mouth just behind where it
touches in English /t/ and /d/, but with the body of the tongue held lower than in En-
glish to produce the characteristic retroflex quality. The nasal and the fricatives in the
dental/alveolar column of Table 3.1 are produced with an alveolar articulation (as they
are in English).

The retroflex fricative is the subject of confusion in the small existing literature.
Fritz describes it as (for most speakers) simply palatal (presumably meaning palato-
alveolar) (Fritz 2002: 29), as the transcription in Maloney (1980) as ś would also sup-
port. Cain and Gair describe it as a “retroflex grooved fricative” (Cain and Gair 2000: 8)
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and transcribe it as /ṣ̌/ in order to indicate that it is both palatalized and retroflex. How-
ever, retroflexion itself (without palatalization) causes a more “hushing” than “hiss-
ing” quality in a sibilant, and the flat or lowered tongue body required of a retroflex is
incompatible with the bunching of the tongue body required of palatalization (Hamann
2003: 44). I suspect that the slightness of the retroflexion, the similarity in acoustic
quality between palato-alveolars and retroflexes, and the similarity in the place of ar-
ticulation (as opposed to the tongue shape) between palato-alveolars and retroflexes¹
has led previous authors to overstate the palatal quality of this phoneme. Historically,
the retroflex fricative developed from the retroflex stop /ʈ/, with remaining modern
instances of /ʈ/ occurring as geminates (doubled consonants) or loanwords or in the
southern dialects. In the nineteenth century this retroflex phoneme was apparently
nonsibilant, making it a voiceless rhotic sound (Geiger 1996 [1919] and Bell 2004 [1883]),
attested to by Bell’s transliteration as rh. Reynolds’ use of r̆ harks back to this pronun-
ciation (Reynolds 2003). Present-day pronunciation of the retroflex fricative is usu-
ally (but perhaps not invariably) sibilant, however. Because this phoneme is clearly
retroflex in its geminate form of /ʈʈ/ (for example, in the gemination process described
below in Section 3.6.4), because Dhivehi speakers reliably distinguish it from the loan
phoneme /ʃ/,² and because the IPA does not provide a means to distinguish between
different types of retroflexes, it is listed here as simply retroflex and not as palato-
alveolar.

The /ʋ/ phoneme is typical of South Asian languages. As is also typical, it varies
somewhat in its pronunciation in Dhivehi. In many instances it is simply [ʋ]—a labio-
dental approximant without the tight closure and frication of a [v]—but it may occa-
sionally be as strong as [v]. It also has a [w] allophone that occurs between /u/ and
/a(ː)/, as in ސުވލާު   /suʋaːlu/ [suwaːlu] ‘question’.

The Dhivehi rhotic is an unusual retroflex that varies from a close approximant
to a flap. In its non-flap articulation it is nearly a retroflex fricative, but doesn’t quite
have the narrow closure of a prototypical /ʐ/. The flap pronunciation is not nearly as
retroflex as the Hindi /ɽ/, but unlike in an alveolar flap, /ɾ/, the tongue motion is toward
the front of the mouth (at least impressionistically), as it also is in the approximant
pronunciation.

Further, more in-depth study of the phonetics of Dhivehi is needed, particularly of
the retroflex sibilant and the rhotic.

1 Arguably, retroflex is not a place of articulation but an articulatory gesture (Hamann 2003:
14), and thus retroflexes and palato-alveolars may actually have the same place of articulation.
However, retroflex is conventionally considered a place, and co-occurs (as place does) with
manners of articulation such as stop, fricative, and lateral, so I have indicated it as such in
Table 3.1.
2 However, some speakers report that some of the present generation of children, who are
being schooled in English, nowadays fail to distinguish their ށ  ‘shaviyani’ (ʂ) from their ޝ 
‘sheenu’ (ʃ). The days of the retroflex fricative may be numbered.



24 | Phonology and Writing System

3.1.2 Vowels

The single-quality (monophthong) vowel phonemes of Dhivehi are shown in Table 3.2.
As can be seen, the monophthong vowels come in long and short pairs, except for the
/æː/, which has developed from the coalescence of the diphthong /ai/ in Malé but is
not used in all parts of the country (see Section 3.1.2.2). The difference between the
long and short vowels is usually merely length: the short vowels are not centralized
(or laxed) in their pronunciations. This is unlike the situation in Hindi, where the short
vowels are considerably centralized (Ohala 1999: 102). Thus unlike in Hindi, the short
Dhivehi /a/ is not pronounced as [ə] or even as [ʌ],³ but actually as the low vowel [a].
A slight lowering of /e/ to [ɛ], however, does occur in initial syllables for some speak-
ers, and short [u] may be lower than English [u], sometimes sounding to English ears
almost like [o], but not like the more centralized [ʊ].

Front Back

high i iː u uː

mid e eː o oː

low (æː) a aː
 

Table 3.2: Dhivehi vowels

Short /u/ is the default vowel in Dhivehi. As such, it is used epenthetically (i.e., it is
added) to fit words to the appropriate syllable types. This epenthesis happens routinely
in the adjustment of loanwords to Dhivehi syllable patterns, which are described below
in Section 3.4. Thus, for example, Hindi/Urdu hāl ‘condition’ is ހލާު   hālu in Dhivehi.⁴
The /u/ is also easily deleted or shortened to almost nothing in unstressed syllables
in fast speech. It is also often omitted when speakers choose to use more authentic
pronunciations of loanwords which do not originally contain /u/, such as in the letter
name އަލިފު   alifu, from Arabic alif, which may be pronounced simply [alif].

The vowel /i/ is also occasionally epenthetic, but its epenthetic use is largely re-
stricted to cases where a loanword originally began with an /s/ + stop cluster. Thus

3 The vowel of English cut is often transcribed as [ʌ], which is the vowel intended here, but
both the English vowel and the short ‘a’ in Hindi are more accurately transcribed as [ɐ]
according to the IPA (Ohala 1999: 102).
4 Oddly enough, the epenthesis of a rounded vowel, such as /u/, has been predicted not to
occur (de Lacy 2006: 300). Dhivehi epenthesis of /u/ (which is clearly rounded) is ubiquitous,
however.
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English screw has become އިސްކުރު   iskuru in Dhivehi (exemplifying epenthesis of both
/i/ and /u/).

3.1.2.1 Nasalized vowels
Nasality is not in general a distinctive property of Dhivehi vowels, but there are a few
exceptions. Nasalized vowels occur in some interjections, such as އުނހޫ   un̆hū [ũhuː]
‘no, uh-unh’ and އނާ   ān̆ [ãː] ‘yes’ and a few terms, such as އނާބސަް   ān̆bas ‘approval’,
that are built from އނާ   ān̆ ‘yes’ (see Section 3.2.3 for the spelling and Romanization
conventions associated with these nasal vowels). The ideophonic (or onomatopoetic)
verb ހެނީ   henī ‘laughs’ has a nasalized vowel in its imperative and converb inflections,
which are both ހނީ   hīn̆ [hĩː].

There is also a small class of third-person past tense verbs/past participles that are
spelled as though they are pronounced as ending in /an/, but are actually pronounced
to end in [ɛ̃iʔ̯]. These include ވަން   van̊ ‘entered’, pronounced [vɛ̃iʔ̯] , ބަން   ban̊ ‘bound,
built’, pronounced [bɛ̃iʔ̯], and އަން   an̊ ‘put on (clothing)’, pronounced [ɛ̃iʔ̯], the third-
person pasts and past participles of ވަންނަނީ   vannanī ‘enters’, ބަންނަނި   bannanī ‘binds,
builds’, and އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘puts on clothing’ respectively (for past tense verbs and
participles, see Section 8.3.1 and Section 8.3.2, and for the significance of the rings over
final consonants in the Romanization, see Section 3.5 and Table 3.7).

3.1.2.2 Diphthongs
In addition to the monophthongs shown in Table 3.2 are the diphthongs /ai/, /au/, /oi/,
and /ui/. However, what is historically /ai/ is generally pronounced as [æː] in modern
times in Malé, although the spelling as a diphthong is retained, as is the pronunci-
ation as [ai] in some parts of the Maldives. Unassimilated loanwords, however, may
be pronounced with [ai] even in Malé. An example is the name އައިޝާ   aishā ‘Aisha’.
Assimilated loans, however, have [æː], as in ބައިސްކަލު   baiskalu ‘bicycle’.

Many cases of what is /au/ in some parts of the country are in modern times pro-
nounced as /aː/ in Malé, but in this case the difference may be reflected in the spelling,
leading to the existence of two possible spellings for such words, such as ވާ   vā and
ވައު   vau for ‘bat (the animal)’. The latter is considered a conservative spelling in Malé.
Loanwords have introduced cases of /au/ that do not alternate with /aː/, however, as
in މައުލުމތާު   maulumātu ‘information’, a loanword from Arabic (via Urdu, according to
Reynolds 2003). The diphthong /oi/ is pronounced [oe] in Malé, but as [oi] in some
other parts of the country.
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3.1.3 Glides

The /j/ (transliterated here as ‘y’) and /ʋ/, while grouped with pure consonants in Ta-
ble 3.1 and by the orthography (presented below in Section 3.2), are actually glides or
semivowels. As such they will alternate with vowels and be added between vowels.
Thus ބައި   bai ‘part’ becomes ބަޔެއް   bayek̊ ‘a part, some’ with the addition of the vowel-
initial suffix -އެއް   -ek̊, while ޓުވަރޒިަމް   ṭuvarizam ‘tourism’ has a /ʋ/ (pronounced [w]
in this environment) as a glide transition between /u/ and /a/ (for the significance of
the rings over final consonants in the Romanization, which indicates that they receive
a neutralized pronunciation, see Section 3.5 and Table 3.7). However, glides are not
always shown in the written form. Adding the -އެއް   -ek̊ suffix to ހޮޅި   hoḷi ‘pipe’ simply
yields the spelling ހޮޅިއެއް   hoḷiek̊ ‘a pipe’, for example. The spelling of glides is not al-
ways consistent, even within a given text. Thus the spellings ލިޔުން   liyum̊ and ލިއުން 
 lium̊ both exist for the verbal noun that means ‘writing’.

If the first of two vowels is long or short /o/ or /u/ (and is therefore rounded), the
glide inserted will be /ʋ/, as in ޓުވަރޒިަމް   ṭuvarizam ‘tourism’. If the first vowel is long
or short /i/ or /e/, the glide inserted will be /j/, as in ލިޔުން   liyum̊ ‘writing’. If the first
vowel is long or short /a/, insertion of a glide, which will be /j/ if used, is optional.
Thus, for example, both އޭނާޔަށް   ēnāyaṣ̊ and އޭނާއަށް   ēnā-aṣ̊ (where the hyphen shows
the syllable break) are allowed as the dative of އޭނާ   ēnā ‘he/she’, though the latter is
more common.

3.2 The Thaana script
The script in which Dhivehi is written, ތނާަ   tāna ‘Thaana’ [ta̪ːna], is unique among
the world’s writing systems, although it draws inspiration both from the Perso-Arabic
script and from the traditional Brāhmī-descended scripts native to South Asia.⁵ It is
typologically an alphabet, as it is largely phonemic in its level of representation, but it
is nonlinear, in that it writes vowels differently than consonants, rather than writing
both vowels and consonants in a single line as the Greek-descended alphabets do. It
may therefore be called an alphasyllabary in the typology of Bright (1999). It somewhat
resembles other South Asian scripts, known as abugidas (in the typology of Daniels
1990), or akṣara systems (in traditional Indic terminology), but it does not have the
unwritten “inherent vowel” of those scripts. Rather, all vowels are written in all posi-
tions in a word. Like the Brāhmī scripts, it uses consonants as bases on which to write
both long and short vowels, but unlike many of the Brāhmī family, it has no special
forms for initial vowels, writing them instead on a silent alifu. In this sense it is struc-

5 For more on Thaana, see M. W. Sugathapala De Silva (1969), Gair and Cain (1996), Mohamed
(1999), Gnanadesikan (2011), Gnanadesikan (2012), and Gnanadesikan et al. (2013).
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turally like the Arabic script when it uses full vocalization. Like Arabic, Thaana runs
from right to left. This allows for the interspersal of Arabic words or phrases in Dhivehi
texts.

A unique feature of Thaana is that the letters are at least partly derived from nu-
merals.⁶ The first nine letters are the Persian version of the Eastern Arabic⁷ numerals
1 through 9, written with the pervasive 45-degree slant of modern Thaana. The second
nine letters are probably derived from an earlier set of numerals used in the Maldives
(Gair and Cain 1996: 565, Mohamed 1999: 32) or perhaps from the corresponding let-
ters of an older, extinct Maldivian writing system, known as Dhivehi Akuru, which be-
longed to the Brāhmī family (Bell 2004 [1883]: 69). The final six letters are in some
cases modification of other letters and in some cases of unknown provenance. The
vowel symbols for short /a/, /i/ and /u/ are derived from the Arabic optional vowel
diacritics, as is the lack-of-vowel sign, the sukun.

Like the Perso-Arabic and Brāhmī-derived scripts, Thaana does not distinguish
upper and lower case letters. When written on lined paper, the Thaana consonants
are suspended from the line.

In 1957 a system of “dotted Thaana” ތިކިޖެހިތނާަ )  tiki-jehi-tāna) was promulgated
for the purposes of transliterating the Perso-Arabic script (Maniku 2000: iii). Loan-
words from languages that use the Perso-Arabic script (most often Arabic, Persian,
and/or Urdu) are often written with dotted Thaana to more accurately represent the
original spelling, but except for /x/ and /ʃ/, noted in the consonant table above, ac-
curate Arabic pronunciation is not generally attempted in colloquial speech. Some of
the dotted Thaana letters, specifically those standing for /ʃ/ and /ʒ/, are also useful for
writing English words. Dotted Thaana letters are not considered members of the alpha-
bet (analogous to the way é is not considered a separate letter of the English alphabet
although it may be used in foreign words), and they are placed after the “real” alpha-
bet in the dictionary. One letter of the standard Thaana alphabet, the ޕ   paviyani, does
contain a dot, but it does not belong to the dotted Thaana series.

The date of the invention of Thaana is not known, but guesses range from the
sixteenth century (Maniku 2000: iii) to the late seventeenth century (Mohamed 1999:
31). Prior to that time (and concurrently with the use of Thaana until finally petering
out in the late nineteenth century), a left-to-right script of the Brāhmī family known as
Dhivehi akuru, or Dives akuru was used. (Akuru means ‘letter’ or ‘alphabet’ in Dhivehi,
derived from Sanskrit akṣara, Reynolds 2003.) The earliest phases of Dhivehi akuru
have been termed Eveylaa akuru (‘script of that [i.e., ancient] time’). The reason for the
switch to Thaana is assumed to be achieving compatibility with the Arabic script, as

6 The opposite process, the derivation of numerals from letters, is relatively common. Letters
of the Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, Gothic, Georgian, and Syriac alphabets have all historically been
used as numerals (Pettersson 1996: 803).
7 As opposed to the Western Arabic numerals used in North Africa and Europe.
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it is very difficult to leave the appropriate amount of space when switching between
scripts that run in different directions.

3.2.1 Written consonants

The twenty-four base symbols of the Thaana alphabet are presented in Maldivian al-
phabetical order in Table 3.3. These stand for consonants, with the partial exception of
އ  ‘alifu’, which is silent when it carries a vowel sign. The IPA symbols corresponding to
those listed in Table 3.1 above are given in the second column. The names of the letters,
in the third column, are spelled according to the official Maldivian Romanization; the
first one or two letters of the name (shown in bold) give the official Romanization used
for the consonant. In general, consonants perceived as equivalent to Arabic letters are
nowadays given Arabic names while the others end in the original -viyani. The -u on
the end of the Arabicized letter names may sometimes be omitted. The CASL Roman-
ization, used in the rest of this grammar, is shown in the next column. This Romaniza-
tion system, presented in detail in Gnanadesikan (2011), is more closely aligned with
common usage in the linguistic study of South Asian languages; as such it uses under-
dots for retroflexes and leaves dentals plain, and uses c and j for the alveolo-palatal
affricates and y for the palatal glide.

Although Dhivehi does have an official Romanization system, its application is
somewhat variable, especially in the Romanization of prenasalized stops and of proper
names. It has the advantage of being easily typed on a QWERTY keyboard, but it leaves
ambiguities in syllable-final consonants (discussed further in Section 3.5) and so is not
used here except in the conventional spellings of names, including Dhivehi, Thaana,
and the letter names.⁸

A major source of difference between the CASL Romanization and the official Ro-
manization is that the official system uses th and dh for the dental stops, responding
to the Dhivehi perception that these are more similar to the dental fricatives of English
(spelled th) than to the alveolar stops; on the other hand, the official system uses lh
for a retroflex lateral, so that h is sometimes used to indicate a dental and sometimes
to indicate a retroflex. These uses of h are encouraged by the absence of distinctive
aspiration in Dhivehi.

The alphabetical order of the Dhivehi consonants is unique. While the order of the
first nine letters follows that of the numerals from which they derive, there is no known
reason for the order of the phonemic values the letters bear. (The single exception is

8 The official Maldivian Romanization system has been universally panned by Western
scholars, being said to “suffer from certain drawbacks” (Reynolds 2003: vi), to have “no
scientific value” (Kulikov 2004: 250), and to be “misleading” (Maloney 1980:96). That said, it
is less problematic for speakers of English than for those of other languages that use the
Roman alphabet, as the vowel Romanizations are designed to imitate English.
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Thaana IPA name
CASL
Roman-
ization

Thaana IPA name
CASL
Roman-
ization

ހ  h haa h ތ  t̪ thaa t

ށ  ʂ shaviyani ṣ ލ  l̪ laamu l

ނ  n noonu n ގ  g gaafu g

ރ  r raa r ޏ  ɲ gnaviyani ñ

ބ  b baa b ސ  s seenu s

ޅ  ɭ lhaviyani ḷ ޑ  ɖ daviyani ḍ

ކ  k kaafu k ޒ  z zaviyani z

އ  (see
text)

alifu (see
text)

ޓ  ʈ taviyani ṭ

ވ  ʋ vaavu v ޔ  j yaa y

މ  m meemu m ޕ  p paviyani p

ފ  f faafu f ޖ  ʤ javiyani j

ދ  d̪ dhaalu d ޗ  ʧ chaviyani c
 

Table 3.3: Thaana consonant letters

perhaps the assignment of /ʋ/ to the ninth consonant, formed from an Arabic 9; it may
not be an accident that this symbol was assigned this value, as it looks like the Arabic
letter waw, (.و  No order even remotely similar is known among other alphabets. The
order of the vowels, on the other hand, is based on the common South Asian order used
by Brāhmī-descended scripts. Although the vowel signs are not considered letters of
the alphabet, their order with respect to one another is relevant in alphabetized lists.

3.2.2 Written vowels

The vowels signs of Thaana, shown in Table 3.4, are diacritics, known as fili, which are
written on the consonant letters. In the table as well as in the following text, the vowel
signs and the lack-of-vowel sign, sukun, are written on an އ  ‘alifu’ for legibility. The
actual vowel signs are the signs above or below the އ  ‘alifu’ in Table 3.4. In practice
they never occur alone but are always written on one of the consonant signs of Table
3.3. Although most of the vowels are written above their consonant bases, the އި   i and
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އީ   ī are written below. Compare (reading each word right to left) މަޒުމޫނު   mazumūnu
‘literary article’ with ރީތި   rīti ‘beautiful’. Vowels that do not follow a consonant are
written on އ  ‘alifu’. Thus a vowel-initial (spoken) word is written as beginning with
އ  ‘alifu’, and the second element of a diphthong is similarly written on އ  ‘alifu’. This
yields spellings such as އަލިފު   alifu ‘alifu’, with an initial vowel, and ސޮއި   soi ‘signature’,
with a diphthong.

Thaana IPA Name
CASL
Roman-
ization

Thaana IPA Name
CASL
Roman-
ization

އަ  a aba-fili a އެ  e ebe-fili e

އާ  aː aabaa-
fili

ā އޭ  eː eybey-
fili

ē

އި  i ibi-fili i އޮ  o obo-fili o

އީ  iː eebee-
fili

ī އޯ  oː oaboa-
fili

ō

އު  u ubu-fili u އް  (see
text)

sukun (see
text and
Table
3.7)

އޫ  uː ooboo-
fili

ū

 

Table 3.4: Thaana vowel signs (fili)

What is spelled as the diphthong އައި   ai is usually /æː/ in the spoken language
of Malé (but remains /ai/ in various other parts of the Maldives). Exceptions occur in
loanwords and in certain grammatical morphemes: in the locative suffix -ގައި   -gai, the
suffixing successive particle -ފައި   -fai, and the benefactive postposition ޓަކައި   -ṭakai.
In these grammatical morphemes the orthographic އައި   ai is simply /a/, or sometimes
/aː/, in the spoken language. This is one of the most obvious ways, beyond the presence
of the sentence-final -އެވެ   -eve particle, in which written Dhivehi differs from spoken
Dhivehi.

In addition to symbols for the ten monophthong vowels is an eleventh symbol, އް 
‘sukun’, which indicates that no vowel follows the consonant. In the native vocabulary,
the sukun only appears on syllable-final consonants, but spellings of foreign words
with initial consonant clusters has introduced the use of onset sukuns, for example in
ސްކޫލް   skūl ‘school’. Thus the presence of a sukun on the first letter of a word is a sure
sign of a loanword.
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In Table 3.4 the Thaana vowel signs are presented in the first column (on alifu), fol-
lowed by the IPA symbols which were listed in Table 3.2 above. The Dhivehi names of
the symbols are given in the third column, in official Romanization; as with the conso-
nants, the first letter or two (in bold) indicates the official Romanization of the relevant
vowel. The CASL Romanization, given next, is what is used in this text; long vowels are
indicated with a macron over the corresponding short vowel. In the official Romaniza-
tion, by contrast, the long vowels are generally not represented as lengthened versions
of the short vowels but are instead made to resemble English long vowels (with ee the
long version of i, not e, for example).

3.2.3 Writing prenasalized stops

Besides the consonant phonemes that receive a single Thaana sign there are the pre-
nasalized stops. Nowadays these are usually spelled with digraphs (two letters used to
spell a single phoneme). The first element of these digraphs is in each case a ހސުްނޫނު 
 hus-nūnu ‘empty noonu’, which is a ނ  ‘noonu’ with neither a vowel nor sukun on
it. Thus the prenasalized stops are usually represented as in Table 3.5 (note that in
a real word the second element of the digraph will always have a vowel sign on it).
Historically—and sometimes even today—the prenasalized stops have been written the
same as the voiced stops, i.e., with no written nasal element. So what is nowadays usu-
ally spelled ރަނގަޅު   ran̆gaḷu ‘good’ was formerly (and sometimes still is) spelled ރަގަޅު 
 ragaḷu, with the prenasalization left up to the reader to infer.

The officially prescribed Romanization for prenasalized stops is to use an n fol-
lowed by an apostrophe to indicate prenasalization, as in n’b, n’dh, n’d, and n’g, but
in practice the Romanization of prenasalized stops is somewhat variable; for example,
in Abdulla and O’Shea (2005) they are indicated with apostrophes, but in Maniku and
Disanayaka (1990) they are italicized. In informal Romanized writing they are often
not distinguished from nasal-stop clusters and are written simply as nd, ng, etc.

As shown in Table 3.5, the Romanization used in this grammar marks the nasal por-
tion of a prenasalized stop with a breve sign above it to distinguish it from an indepen-
dent nasal consonant phoneme. In the examples presented in later chapters, which are
taken from authentic texts, the nasal portions of prenasalized stops are sometimes left
out, in accordance with older spelling conventions. In these cases the nasal portion is
shown in the Romanization enclosed in square brackets.

A ހސުްނޫނު   hus-nūnu ‘empty noonu’ may also be used in the few cases of nasalized
vowels to indicate the nasalization, as in އނާ   ān̆ [ãː] ‘yes’ and އުނހޫ   un̆hū [ũhuː] ‘no,
uh-unh’.
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Thaana IPA CASL
Romanization Thaana IPA CASL

Romanization

ނބ  mb m̆b ނޑ  nḍ n̆ḍ

ނދ  nd̪ n̆d ނގ  ŋɡ n̆g
 

Table 3.5:Writing prenasalized stops

3.3 Writing foreign words
In the writing of foreign words, a number of additions to the general Thaana system
are made: the use of dotted Thaana, the use of sukun on a wider range of consonants
and syllabic positions, and the use of “empty” ގ  ‘gaafu’ and ރ  ‘raa’ to indicate silent
letters.

The dotted Thaana letters are laid out in Table 3.6. In practice, some of these let-
ters are used more often than others. For example, ޤ  ‘qaafu’ is relatively common, but
ޥ  ‘waavu’ is rare, with plain ވ  ‘vaavu’ generally used instead. In the CASL Romaniza-
tion, the double underdot indicates that the corresponding Arabic phoneme is pha-
ryngealized, while an ‘h’ indicates that the corresponding Arabic letter represents a
fricative. Because Maldivian personal names are predominantly Arabic, the use of dot-
ted Thaana is especially common in personal names. The table gives both the Arabic
and the Persian pronunciations; in one case there is only a Persian, and no Arabic,
version of the letter. A couple of the dotted Thaana letters, namely ޝ  ‘sheenu’ and ޜ 
‘zhaa’, are also used for writing /ʃ/ and /ʒ/ in English words.

Foreign words, some of which have become established as loanwords in the lan-
guage, may use sukun on a wider range of consonants than standard Dhivehi has tra-
ditionally allowed, which correlates with a growing tolerance of consonant clusters
and syllable-final consonants in the standard spoken language. Specifically, ލް  ‘laamu-
sukun’ and މް  ‘meemu-sukun’ are allowed in well established loans, such as ޖަލްސާ   jalsā
‘assembly’ and ޖުމްލަ   jumla ‘total’ (although the latter is listed as ޖުމުލަ   jumula in the dic-
tionary). The use of sukun on other coda consonants indicates either a foreign word or
unassimilated loan, or an Arabicized spelling of a word that is in fact well established
in the language, such as މުޖްތަމަޢު   mujtamaʿu ‘society’, also spelled މުޖުތަމައު   mujutamau.
In a syllable onset, the use of a sukun indicates a foreign word (often English), such
as ޕްރޮގްރާމް   progrām ‘program’, as does the use of two sukun-bearing consonants in a
row, as in ފިލްމް   film ‘film’.

The recent influx of English words into Dhivehi has necessitated the spelling of En-
glish words in the Thaana script. As mentioned in Section 3.1.1, alveolar stops (spelled
t and d in English) are mapped onto the retroflex stops, ޓ   ṭ and ޑ   ḍ, while the dental
fricatives (both spelled th in English) are mapped onto ތ   t and ދ   d.
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Letter Name
Perso-
Arabic
equivalent

IPA of
Arabic/Persian

Official
Romanization

CASL
Romanization

ޙ  hhaa ح  ħ/h h’ h̤

ޚ  khaa خ  x kh kh

ޜ  zhaa ژ  —/ʒ x zh

ޢ  ainu ع  ʕ/ʔ ’ ʿ

ޣ  ghainu غ  ɣ/ɣ∼ɢ gh gh

ޥ  waavu و  w/v w w

ޛ  thaalu ذ  ð/z dh’ dh

ޠ  to ط  tˁ/t t’ t̤

ޡ  zo ظ  ðˁ∼ zˁ/z z’ z̤

ޘ  thaa ث  θ/s th’ th

ޤ  qaafu ق  q/ɣ∼ɢ q q

ޞ  saadhu ص  sˁ/s s’ s̤

ޟ  daadhu ض  dˁ/z l’ d̤

ޝ  sheenu ش  ʃ sh’ sh
 

Table 3.6: Dotted Thaana

The spelling of English words has also introduced the use of empty ގ  ‘gaafu’ and ރ 
‘raa’. The empty ގ  ‘gaafu’ is used in the spelling of English words with the velar nasal
/ŋ/, spelled ng. It indicates that the English word orthographically contains in a g, but
does not contain a [ɡ] sound. This may seem unnecessary, given that Dhivehi words
that end in a nasal are pronounced with a neutral nasal [ŋ] anyway (see Section 3.5).
However, the velar nasal is not phonemic in the language, and unassimilated loan-
words may be exempted from the neutralization that creates it. An example of the use
of empty gaafu is ހައުސިންގ   hausinğ ‘housing’. (Note that the English pronunciation of
the orthographic s as [z] is not indicated in this particular word but is in certain other
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words, such as ޓުވަރޒިަމް   ṭuvarizam ‘tourism’.) The CASL Romanization indicates the
empty gaafu the same way as an empty noonu, with a breve mark over the letter.

Similarly, the empty ރ  ‘raa’ is used to indicate English r in syllable-final positions,
which is not pronounced as a consonant (and is instead pronounced as a vowel or
a modification of the previous vowel) in standard British English. In an approxima-
tion of British pronunciation, these r’s are indicated with empty raa to show that they
are silent and to indicate the appropriate modification of the vowel quality. However,
many such words also have spellings (and pronunciations) with -ru. Thus the clearly
foreign ލީޑރަ   līḍar̆ ‘leader’ coexists with the more Dhivehi-ized ލީޑރަު   līḍaru. In other
cases (especially when there is a following consonant) there may be no representation
of the original English r, as in ރޒިޯޓު   rizōṭu ‘resort’ (also spelled ރސިޯޓް   risōṭ), which rep-
resents no rhotic consonant in the second syllable but represents the vowel as long, as
in British English. As with other empty letters, the empty raa is Romanized here with
a breve mark.

3.4 Syllables
Dhivehi syllables are confined to the following types: (C)V, (C)VV, (C)VC, (C)VVC, where
“VV” may be either a long vowel or a diphthong. Words that do not conform to a le-
gitimate type are adjusted through epenthesis of /u/ (or occasionally /i/ as described
above in Section 3.1.2). The following words exemplify the syllable types.

V CV CV އަކުރު   akuru ‘letter, alphabet, grammatical particle’

CVV ބޯ   bō ‘head’

CVC ބސަް   bas ‘word, language’

CVVC CV CVV ބައިންދަނީ   baindanī ‘keeps, detains’

The above constraints on syllable shape and the constraints on syllable codas
presented below in Section 3.4.1 result in Dhivehi allowing very few consonant clus-
ters. Tautosyllabically (within a single syllable), consonant clusters do not exist in
the native vocabulary, assuming that the prenasalized stops are analyzed as single
phonemes. Across a syllable boundary, the native vocabulary allows geminates, ho-
morganic nasal-stop clusters, clusters beginning with /s/, and the cluster /nh/ (pro-
nounced [ŋh]). Established loans such as ޖުމްލަ   jumla ‘total’ and ޖަލްސާ   jalsā ‘assembly’
have introduced clusters that begin with /l/ or with nasals that are not homorganic
with the following consonant, while more recent loans have introduced yet further
clusters. Recent loans may either be given Dhivehi pronunciations, with the clusters
broken up by epenthetic /u/, or more foreign pronunciations.
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3.4.1 Phoneme distribution

Considering first the consonants (and using now CASL Romanization rather than IPA),
the position in which all consonants (or at least all that are not marked as marginal
in Table 3.1) may occur is in a word-internal syllable onset. All other positions have at
least some restrictions.

Word initially, prenasalized stops are nonexistent. Retroflexes (other than /r/) are
also extremely restricted. It is evident that, like other Indo-Aryan languages, Dhivehi
historically shared the typical Dravidian prohibition on initial retroflexes (Steever 1998:
15), with the result that initial /ṭ/ and /ḍ/ are restricted to loans, initial /ṣ/ is nonexis-
tent (except for the letter name ށ   ṣaviyani), and initial /ḷ/ occurs in only a very few
words (though they are native). Initial /c/, /j/ and /y/ are also rare. Initial /y/ occurs
only in loans (though not necessarily recent ones), initial /c/ occurs in loans and ono-
matopoeia, and initial /j/ occurs in loans and (paradoxically) in one the most common
Dhivehi verbs, ޖަހަނީ   jahanī ‘strikes’. The rarity of initial palatals is due to a historical
change from Old Indo-Aryan /*c/ to Dhivehi /h/ (via /*s/), /*j/ to /d/, and /*y/ to /d/
(via /*j/ ) (M. W. Sugathapala De Silva 1970: 158).⁹ The initial palatals that do occur
postdate this sound shift. Other historical sound changes were those weakening Old
Dhivehi /p/ to /f/, /ṭ/ to /ṣ/, and /s/ to /h/ (Disanayake 1986: 94–96). Thus initial /p/
is rare, occurring only in loanwords. On the other hand, there have been enough /s/-
initial loans imported since the weakening to make initial /s/ not particularly rare.

Word internally, all consonants may occur in syllable onset, as mentioned, al-
though /p/, /s/, /c/, /j/ occur in native words in this position only as the second el-
ement of a geminate. All may be found in established loans, however. The phoneme
/z/ is relatively rare, being limited to loanwords, though some of these are well estab-
lished in the language.

The consonants in syllable-final (coda) position are subject to a strong coda con-
dition, which limits coda consonants in the native and assimilated loan vocabulary.
Word internally, a syllable coda may only be /s/, the first element of a geminate, or a
nasal. That nasal will be the first element of a geminate nasal, the first element of a ho-
morganic nasal-stop cluster (i.e., one pronounced with a shared place of articulation),
or the phoneme /n/ before /h/, in which case it will be pronounced [ŋ], as in އަންހެން 
 anhen [aŋheŋ] ‘female’. Loanwords with a coda /m/ or /l/, as in ޖުމްލަ   jumla ‘total’ or
ޖަލްސާ   jalsā ‘assembly’ (both from Urdu), are gaining acceptance in the language.

Word finally, a syllable coda is limited (on a phonemic level) to /k/, /t/, /ṣ/, /s/,
/n/, and /m/. Phonetically, these will be realized [ʔ], [s], [ŋ], or the first element of a
geminate or homorganic nasal-stop cluster (created by assimilation to the first element
of the following word or morpheme). The glottal stop, [ʔ], results from underlying /k/,

9 The asterisk in these examples indicates linguistic forms that are not attested from
historical records but which may be deduced from comparison with related languages.
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/ṣ/ or /t/, while the [ŋ] may result from either /m/ or /n/. This will be discussed more
in Section 3.5 below.

All consonants except for the prenasalized stops (which do not occur in the rele-
vant positions) and /h/ can occur as geminates (double consonants) via sandhi across
word boundaries, as in އެއްށަވިޔަނި   ek̊-ṣaviyani [eṣṣaviyani] ‘one shaviyani (letter)’.
Geminates also occur within words and even morpheme internally, except that /ṣṣ/
does not occur in such positions (the geminate of /ṣ/ being /ṭṭ/), and geminate /ff/,
/ḷḷ/, /hh/, and /rr/ are rare and only occur in loanwords (the native geminate form
of /f/ is /pp/). A few of the rare examples are ކައްފރާަ   kaffāra ‘penance’ (from Arabic),
ސެއްޅި   seḷḷi ‘flea, sandfly’ (from Tamil), ސިއްހަތު   sihhatu ‘health’ (from Arabic, also
spelled ސިއްޙަތު   sih̤h̤atu, with clearly foreign phonology) and ސިއްރު   sirru ‘secret’ (ul-
timately from Arabic).¹⁰ The geminate /ḍḍ/ is extremely rare, އުއްޑުން   uḍḍun̊ ‘face up’
being the only monomorphemic nonloan I have found.¹¹ The geminated form of a pre-
nasalized stop is a nasal-stop cluster, although /n̆ḍ/ does not participate in gemination
processes. For more on the phonology of Dhivehi geminates, see Section 3.6.4.

As for the occurrence and distribution of vowels, the diphthongs /ui/ and /oi/ are
relatively rare, but they do occur in native words such as އޮއި   oi ‘(ocean) current’ and
މމާުސި   māmui ‘honey’. Long vowels are noticeably less common than short vowels. In
uninflected native words, a final long vowel is usually a short vowel plus /l/ underly-
ingly (see Section 3.6.3). Usually uninflected vowel-final words of more than one sylla-
ble end in /i/, /a/, or /u/. Various inflected verb forms have /ā/, /e/, /ē/, /ī/, and /ai/ in
final position, which helps to indicate that they are verbs. Words of more than one sylla-
ble ending in /o/ are relatively rare, though some of those words themselves are quite
common, such as ކޮއްކޮ   kokko ‘younger sibling’. These /o/-final words, if monomor-
phemic, are virtually all of no more than two syllables. Similarly, monomorphemic
words of more than one syllable ending in /ō/ are extremely rare outside of recent
loans such as ވީޑިއޯ   vīḍiō ‘video’. The vowels /ū/, /o/, and /ō/ are rare in verbs, while
/u/ is less rare and is also used to form certain past tense forms.

10 Dhivehi has borrowed extensively from Urdu, and also directly from Persian and Arabic.
Since Urdu itself contains many Persian and Arabic loanwords, it is not always possible to tell
which language a word was borrowed from. I am indebted to Reynolds 2003 for the origin of
ސެއްޅި   seḷḷi ‘flea, sandfly’.
11 An obvious apparent counterexample is the geminate /ḍḍ/ that occurs in އައްޑޫ   aḍḍū ‘Addu’,
the name of the southernmost atoll of the Maldives. However, this name derives from ދޫ  އަށް  aṣ̊
dū ‘eight islands’.



Syllables | 37

3.4.2 Stress

Stress is not highly salient in Dhivehi. What stress there is is assigned according to the
weight of a syllable and its precedence in a word.¹² Long vowels (including diphthongs)
and coda consonants both contribute to syllable weight, with the result that there are
three levels of weight: light, which includes V and CV syllables; heavy, which includes
VV, CVV, VC, and CVC syllables; and superheavy, which are VVC or CVVC syllables. The
basic rule that applies for most Dhivehi words is one that is known cross-linguistically
as “leftmost heavy syllable, otherwise leftmost syllable” (Hayes 1995: 297).¹³ In other
words, if there is a single heaviest syllable in a word, it receives stress. If there is a tie
for heaviest syllable, the first one receives stress. If there is no heavy syllable, the first
syllable of the word receives stress. The following words illustrate the assignment of
stress in Dhivehi, including the fact that prenasalized stops do not add to the weight
of a syllable. In the following list, stressed syllables are indicated by an acute accent
over the vowel (for the significance of the rings over the final m in the Romanization,
which indicates that they receive a neutralized pronunciation, see Section 3.5).

ކޮޓަރި   kóṭari ‘room (of a building)’

އުންމީދު   úmmīdu ‘hope’

ތިރީސް   tirī́s ‘thirty’

ކާކު   kā́ku ‘who’

ކަކޫ   kakū́ ‘knee’

އެނދުން   en̆dúm̊ ‘burning (intransitive)’

އެންދުން   éndum̊ ‘burning something (transitive)’

ބަލަހައްޓަނީ   balaháṭṭanī ‘sees to’

There is, however, a class of exceptions to the general stress rule in Dhivehi, at
least for some speakers. This exception is in fact illustrated by the word Dhivehi itself.
These words are predicted by the general stress rule to be stressed on the first syllable
but are in fact stressed on the second syllable.

12 Dhivehi stress has been variously described in previous work. Cain and Gair report that the
heaviest syllable of the first two receives stress (Cain and Gair 2000: 13), while Fritz correctly
points out that if both of the first two syllables are light, a heavy third syllable will take the
stress, as in އަލަނާސި   alanā́si ‘pineapple’ (Fritz 2002: 47–48).
13 This formulation may be confusing in the case of Dhivehi, however, because leftmost as
used by Hayes means ‘occurring first in a word’, but in Thaana, a syllable that occurs first in a
word will be on the right, not the left.
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The following words are examples of the exceptional stress.¹⁴

ދިވެހި   divéhi ‘Dhivehi’

ފިޔޮހި   fiyóhi ‘small knife’

އިލޮށި   ilóṣi ‘mid-rib of palm leaf’

ބުރެކި   buréki ‘fusilier damselfish’

The reason for this class of exceptions is unclear. Ending in /i/ as they do, these
words undergo a gemination process when they take a vowel-initial suffix, as described
in Section 3.6.4. By the gemination process, stress would be on their second syllables
in, for example, their indefinite form. This could be, as Fritz suggests (Fritz 2002: 47),
part of the reason for this exceptional stress assignment, in that these words would
keep the same stress across inflections. However, ކޮވެލި   kóveli ‘cuckoo’ has initial stress
despite ending in /i/ and participating in the gemination process, as does މުލިހި   múlihi
‘boil, blister’. The generalization appears to be that the word fits a CVCVCV pattern, in
which the first vowel is high, the second is mid, and the third is /i/. Furthermore, the
final consonant is one that can geminate (see Section 3.6.4). It appears, however, that
not all speakers employ this exceptional stress, although more work is needed on this
point.

Heavy syllables other than the one that receives main stress may receive secondary
stress, and light syllables may receive secondary stress on an alternating, every-other
basis, as in އަޅުގަނޑުމެން   àḷugàn̆ḍumén̊ ‘we/us (deferential)’.

3.5 Phonological alternations and the coda condition
Consonants that occur in codas of syllables are subject to strong constraints on their
occurrence, and those that do occur undergo considerable neutralization and assimila-
tion. In native words only /k/, /t/, /ṣ/, /s/, /n/, /m/, and the first element of a geminate
or homorganic nasal-stop cluster may occur in a syllable coda. These are laid out in
the first column of Table 3.7.

The pronounced surface forms of these phonemes in coda position are even more
restricted than their underlying forms, and most of them receive a reduced or neu-
tralized pronunciation, indicated in the Romanization in column 5 of Table 3.7 as a
ring above the consonant letter. Both /n/ and /m/ surface prepausally (i.e., if no word
follows) as the velar nasal [ŋ], and /k/, /t/, and /ṣ/ all surface as the glottal stop [ʔ]
prepausally, as shown in the second column of Table 3.7. When a final /t/ reduces to

14 The first two words in the list, as well as a third from the Addu dialect, are noted by Fritz
(Fritz 2002: 47), but the phenomenon is rather more widespread than she realized.
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[ʔ], however, it triggers a glide [i]̯ as a transition from the previous vowel to the glottal
stop. The glide is not associated with extra syllable weight. In other words, the glide
and the glottal stop together function as a single weight-bearing unit, not as two.¹⁵ If
the vowel preceding the /t/ is short, then the pronounced [Viʔ̯] will be a heavy sylla-
ble, not a superheavy syllable. If /ā/ precedes the /t/, it will sometimes be fronted to
[æːiʔ̯], though the short vowel /a/ is not affected in this way. Thus, for example, ގާތް 
 gāt̊ ‘near’ is sometimes pronounced [gæːiʔ̯] and sometimes [gaːiʔ̯], but ފަތް   fat̊ ‘leaf’ is
pronounced [faiʔ̯].

Before a consonant (other than /h/), the only nasal allowed is one homorganic
with the consonant; thus both /n/ and /m/ assimilate to the place of a following con-
sonant. Of the non-nasals, only /s/ or the first part of a geminate is allowed before a
consonant; thus /t/, /k/ and /ṣ/ all assimilate to a following consonant, forming gemi-
nates. These assimilations are shown in the third column of Table 3.7. The /t/ continues
to trigger the glide /i/̯, however, as shown in the table. The glide triggered by a coda
/t/ means that there is a contrast between a simple [tt] geminate and a glided [it̯t] gem-
inate. The first is spelled އްތ   tt or k̊t, as in ބައްތި   batti ‘lamp’, and the latter is spelled
ތްތ   t̊t, as in ފޮތްތައް   fot̊tak̊ ‘books’.

An additional wrinkle, also shown in the table, is that if the coda consonant is /ṣ/
and it comes to be followed by a dental stop in a tightly bound structure such as a com-
pound, the retroflexion of the /ṣ/ will show up on the resulting geminate, as in when
އަށް   aṣ̊ ‘eight’ and ދިހަ   diha ‘ten’ combine to form އަށްދިހަ   aṣḍiha [aḍḍiha] ‘eighty’, also
spelled އައްޑިހަ   aḍḍiha. This retroflexion does not occur with the addition of inflectional
suffixes or across words not tightly bound in a compound or word + particle structure.
Thus ރަށް   raṣ̊ ‘island’ combines with the plural suffix ތައް   tak̊ as simply ރަށްތައް   raṣ̊tak
[rattaʔ] ‘islands’.

The geminations and place assimilations indicated in the third column as happen-
ing before another consonant operate both within and across words, with the excep-
tion of the retroflexing effect of the ށް   ṣ, which does not happen across words except
when the words form a compound. Additionally, consonants other than /n/ do not
appear before /h/ within a word.

Because /k/ assimilates completely to a following consonant (without the offglide
of /t/ or the retroflexion of /ṣ/), there is no contrast within a morpheme between an
underlying coda /k/ and the first element of a geminate. One could theoretically derive
all morpheme-internal geminates from /k/ + C, but that option is not pursued here.

15 Arguably, the glide may be considered an onglide to the glottal stop, rather than an offglide
of the vowel. In other words, rather than the vowel being a diphthong, the glottal stop may
have prepalatalization: [ʲʔ] (Gnanadesikan n.d.). This would account both for the lack of
additional syllable weight and for the fact that sequences of underlying /at/ do not become
[æːʔ] in Malé the way sequences of /ai/ become [æː].
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The remaining columns of Table 3.7 present the spelling and Romanization of
coda consonants, returned to and exemplified in Section 3.5.1 and Table 3.8. The ring
above the consonants in the CASL Romanization is intended to remind learners that
the phoneme receives a reduced pronunciation.

A generalization that can be made here is that Dhivehi coda consonants are not
permitted to display contrastive places of articulation. Besides consonants which share
their place of articulation with the following (onset) consonant (i.e., geminates and
nasals in assimilated clusters), only one fricative, /s/, is permitted; and similarly only
one stop, [ʔ], which lacks an oral place of articulation; and one nasal, [ŋ], with a neu-
tralized place of articulation.
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If a vowel-initial suffix is added to a word, the underlying form shown in the first
column of Table 3.7 is the pronunciation used. Not shown in Table 3.7, but exemplified
in the rightmost column of Table 3.8, is the further fact that any word-final consonant
other than /s/ will be pronounced [ŋ] immediately before a word that starts with /h/
or a vowel. If the word-final consonant is /t/, it will be pronounced [iŋ̯].

Word-internal codas with /l/ and /m/ are coming into the language, as mentioned
in Section 3.4.1, but other illicit codas in loanwords will be made into onsets with the
addition of epenthetic /u/, as in ޖަވބާު   javābu ‘answer’, from Urdu javāb, unless a more
foreign pronunciation is intended.

3.5.1 Spelling and Romanization of coda consonants

In the orthography of native Dhivehi words, only five letters may take a sukun, indi-
cating that they are not followed by a vowel: އ  ‘alifu’, ސ   s, ނ   n, ތ   t, and ށ   ṣ. The
mnemonic for these is އާސީނުތަށި   ā-sīnu-taṣi ‘new china dish’. In native words, any let-
ter with a sukun represents a coda consonant. Only coda consonants are not followed
by a vowel, as consonant clusters within a syllable are not permitted.

An underlying coda /k/ and the marker of gemination are both spelled އް  ‘alifu-
sukun’, not ކް  ‘kaafu-sukun’. (The latter appears only in foreign words and is given
the foreign pronunciation of [k].) Thus the spelling of a morpheme ending in /k/ will
vary between ending with އް  ‘alifu-sukun’ and ending in ކ  ‘kaafu’ (with a vowel fili),
depending on whether it is (on the one hand) word final or before a consonant-initial
suffix, or (on the other hand) before a vowel-initial suffix (see Table 3.8). Geminate
retroflexes may sometimes be spelled with ށް  ‘shaviyani-sukun’ rather than އް  ‘alifu-
sukun’ as the gemination marker. Nasal geminates use ން  ‘noonu-sukun’ as a gemina-
tion marker, but in foreign words may use އް  ‘alifu-sukun’, as in މުހައްމަދު   muhammadu
‘Mohamed’. Thaana orthography is unusual in having explicit markers of gemination
rather than specifically doubling each letter (or leaving gemination unmarked) as most
other scripts do.¹⁶ The ން  ‘noonu-sukun’ also serves to mark the nasal portion of any
nasal-stop cluster.

The behavior of coda consonants is one reason why this work does not use the of-
ficial Dhivehi Romanization. The official Romanization does not differentiate between
underlying final /k/ and /ṣ/ or between final /m/ and /n/, which means that a learner
will not know how to add a vowel-initial suffix to such a word. The CASL Romanization
distinguishes them, but adds a ring, reminiscent of the sukun, to remind learners that
these phonemes have reduced or assimilated pronunciations.

Examples of coda consonant alternations and their spellings are given in Table
3.8. Note that there is not always a space between words in written Dhivehi; thus ex-

16 Arabic has a gemination marker, the shadda, but only as an optional diacritic.
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amples like those in the rightmost column often occur without spaces. However, when
a vowel starts a new word it is written on an alifu, even if there is no space before it.
Some of these examples (the last two) are lexicalized compounds, but in this respect
they behave phonologically like two words. The use of the alifu captures their phono-
logical behavior in that respect. Their component parts are divided by hyphens in the
Romanization.

Underlying
consonant

Prepausally Before
vowel-initial
suffix

Before a
consonant

Before
vowel-initial
word

/k/ ރުއް 
 ruk̊
 [ruʔ]
‘palm tree’

ރުކަށް 
 rukaṣ̊
 [rukaʔ]
‘to the palm
tree’

ރުއްގަނޑު 
 ruk̊gan̆ḍu
 [ruggan̆ḍu]
‘palm grove’

އެރުން  ރުއް
 ruk̊ erum̊
 [ruŋ eruŋ]
‘climbing the
palm tree’

/t/ ފޮތް 
 fot̊
 [foiʔ̯]
‘book’

ފަތާއި 
 fotāi
 [fotāi]
‘book and...’

ފޮތްތައް 
 fot̊tak̊
 [foit̯taʔ]
‘books’

އުފެއްދުން  ފޮތް
 fot̊ ufeddum̊
 [foiŋ̯ ufedduŋ]
‘book
production’

/ṣ/ އަށް 
 aṣ̊
 [aʔ]
‘eight (adj.)’

އަށެއް 
 aṣek̊
 [aṣeʔ]
‘eight (n.)’

އަށްވަނަ 
 aṣ̊vana
 [avvana]
‘eighth’

އަހަރު  އަށް
 aṣ̊ aharu
 [aŋ aharu]
‘eight years’

/m/ ނަން 
 nam̊
 [naŋ]
‘name, noun’

ނަމަކުން 
 namakun̊
 [namakuŋ]
‘with some
name’

ނަންލިޔެ 
 nan̊ liye
 [nan liye]
‘having written
the name’

ނަންއިތުރު 
 nam̊-ituru
 [naŋ ituru]
‘adjective’

/n/ ފެން 
 fen̊
 [feŋ]
‘water’

ފެނަކީ 
 fenakī
 [fenakī]
‘the water is...’

ފެންދޭން 
 fen̊dēn̊
 [fen dēŋ]
‘to give water’

ފެންއިސްކުރު 
 fen̊-iskuru
 [feŋ iskuru]
‘water tap’

 

Table 3.8: Coda consonants—examples

3.6 Morphophonology
A number of general morphophonological processes are at work in Dhivehi. These are
processes that apply specifically when suffixes are added to a word (most Dhivehi mor-
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phology is suffixing) but they do not apply within a morpheme or across word bound-
aries. Morphophonological processes that operate over the language in general or ap-
ply to words of more than one class (part of speech) are laid out here. Morphophono-
logical processes that are specific to a particular inflection or derivation in a particular
class of words are described in the chapter devoted to that part of speech.

3.6.1 S-lenition

One prominent morphophonological rule of Dhivehi is the lenition of /s/, in which a
morpheme-final ސ   s becomes ހ   h with the addition of a vowel-initial suffix, as in ބސަް 
 bas ‘language, word’ versus ބަހެއް   bahek̊ ‘a language, a word’. This rule is the reflex
of a historical process in which /s/ became /h/ before vowels generally. However, the
acquisition of loanwords has reintroduced prevocalic /s/ into the language (in words
like ސައި   sai ‘tea’), and the rule now operates only at the morphophonological level
(across word-internal morpheme boundaries). At this level, however, s-lenition applies
to both native words and loanwords, sometimes seriously reducing a learner’s ability
to identify loanwords, as when ރޭސް   rēs ‘race’ becomes ރޭހުން   rēhun̊ ‘from/with the
race’.

3.6.2 U-deletion

Deletion of final short /u/ occurs before a vowel-initial suffix or suffixing particle: com-
pare ސަބަބު   sababu ‘reason’ and ސަބަބަކީ   sababakī ‘the reason is’. An exception is the
highly literary first-person plural/second-person verbal agreement suffix -މު   -mu (in-
troduced in Section 8.3.1), which retains its /u/ before the sentence-ending -އެވެ   -eve.

3.6.3 Alternation of L with long vowels or YO

In the native vocabulary, most word-final long vowels alternate with a short vowel
plus /l/ with the addition of a vowel-initial suffix. Examples are އާ   ā ‘new’ vs. އަލުން 
 alun̊ ‘anew, over again’, ބޯ   bō ‘head’ vs. ބޮލަށް   bolaṣ̊ ‘to the head’, and އުނދަގޫ   un̆dagū
‘difficulty’ vs. އުނދަގުލެއް   un̆dagulek̊ ‘a difficulty’. This alternation does not apply to
loanwords or to long vowels that arise from inflection, which occurs in verbs (see Chap-
ter 8). A few words, such as ވެލާ   velā ‘green sea turtle’, have final long vowels that are
underlyingly simply long vowels and do not alternate with /l/. They shorten their final
vowel before a vowel-initial suffix, as discussed further in Section 3.6.6.

Native words that end in [eyo] when no suffix follows replace the [yo] with [l] or
[el] with the addition of a vowel-initial suffix. Thus ވެޔޮ   veyo ‘creeper’ becomes ވެލެއް 
 velek̊ ‘a creeper’, and ކެޔޮ   keyo ‘banana’ becomes ކޭލެއް   kēlek̊ ‘a banana’. Whether the



Morphophonology | 45

vowel will be long or short in the suffixed form must be memorized on a case-by-case
basis.

3.6.4 Gemination and palatalization

When a vowel-initial suffix is added to a stem that ends in a single consonant followed
by a short /i/, a complex process of gemination and palatalization or metathesis takes
place, with the precise outcome depending on the particular consonant before the
/i/, as summarized in Table 3.9. This gemination and palatalization/metathesis is the
most complex morphophonological process in Dhivehi and can significantly confuse
a learner, as the affixed forms can be quite different from the unaffixed forms. This
process applies quite regularly in nouns and adjectives, but not to the particle އަދި 
 adi ‘and, yet’ or to most verbs. The common verbs ބުނި   buni ‘say.PST’, ތބިި   tibi ‘are
located.PST’ , and ހުރި   huri ‘be, stand.PST’, however, do participate in this process, be-
coming ބުންޏެވެ   buññeve, ތިއްބެވެ   tibbeve, and (via its historical and literary form ހުށި 
 huṣi) ހުއްޓެވެ   huṭṭeve with the addition of the sentence final particle. Some writers will
include a few other verbs among those affected as well.

As for the gemination part of the process, most consonants simply double in length,
but the /h/, /ṣ/, and /f/ strengthen as well, to /ss/, /ṭṭ/ and /pp/ respectively, as shown
in Table 3.9. This is because of a historical lenition process (referred to above in Section
3.4.1 and Section 3.6.1) that weakened single /s/, /ṭ/ and /p/ to /h/, /ṣ/ and /f/ but left
the geminated forms unchanged. Some consonants are incompatible with gemination
in Dhivehi and resist it: these include consonants that are already geminate or part of
a cluster, and /r/, /ḍ/, /n̆ḍ/, and /ḷ/ (i.e., all of the retroflex consonants other than /ṣ/).
These consonants resist gemination in this process and also in the other morpholog-
ical gemination process in Dhivehi, which occurs in the derivation of causative and
honorific verbs, as discussed in Section 8.1.¹⁷ Prenasalized stops, on the other hand,
can geminate (except for the retroflex /n̆ḍ/); their geminated form is a full nasal-stop
cluster.

For purposes of the palatalization, consonants fall into four classes: coronal con-
sonants¹⁸ that can palatalize (most “plain,” i.e., dental or alveolar coronals), coronal

17 Geminate /rr/ and /ḍḍ/ do exist in Dhivehi loanwords, for example in ސިއްރު   sirru ‘secret’
(from Urdu) and އައްޑަނަ   aḍḍana ‘shield’ (from Sanskrit), but neither /r/, /ḍ/, nor the other
retroflex consonants listed undergo morphophonological gemination processes. They do,
however, undergo sandhi gemination across word boundaries after an assimilating final
consonant, as in ރަނގަޅު  ވަރަށް  varaṣ̊ ran̆gaḷu [varar ran̆gaḷu] ‘very good’, as described in
Section 3.5.
18 Coronal consonants include all those made with the blade or tip of the tongue, including
dental, alveolar, retroflex, and palato-alveolar consonants. Of the coronal consonants of
Dhivehi, the palato-alveolars do not generally occur in the input environment to the
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consonants that are incompatible with palatalization (/ṣ/ and /h/—note that /h/ gem-
inates as a coronal, /ss/), consonants that are neutral with respect to palatalization
(velars and labials), and consonants that are immune to gemination.

The consonants that can palatalize do so, becoming palato-alveolar and effec-
tively absorbing the /i/ into their pronunciation as they geminate. The /i/ is thus lost
in the process. Examples are given in the top rows of Table 3.9, labeled as Palatalizable
coronal. The consonants that are incompatible with palatalization simply lose all trace
of the original /i/ when they geminate, as shown in the rows labeled Unpalatalizable
coronal. Consonants that are neutral with respect to palatalization develop an i̯ on-
glide to the geminate (thus one could say that the /i/ and the consonant metathesize).
This is spelled with ތް  ‘thaa-sukun’, which indicates a glide-i̯ + gemination when pre-
ceding another consonant, as was shown in Table 3.7. These consonants are labeled in
Table 3.9 as Neutral consonant. The segments that are immune to gemination also do
not participate in the palatalization, and the entire process fails to apply to them. Ex-
amples in which the process fails are shown at the bottom of Table 3.9, labeled Immune
consonant.

Table 3.9: Gemination and palatalization

Category General rule Instantiations Examples

Palatalizable
coronal

Ci →
C[palatal]C[palatal]

ti→ cc އެތި   eti ‘thing’ →
އެއްޗެއް   eccek̊ ‘a thing’

di → jj ކުދި   kudi ‘small’ →
ކުއްޖެއް   kujjek̊ ‘a child’

n̆di → ñj ކަނދި   kan̆di ‘porridge’ →
ކަންޖެއް   kañjek̊ ‘a porridge’

ni → ññ ދޫނި   dūni ‘bird’ →
ދޫންޏެއް   dūññek̊ ‘a bird’

li → yy ފިލި   fili ‘vowel sign’→
ފިއްޔެއް   fiyyek̊ ‘a vowel sign’

Unpalatalizable
coronal

Ci→ CC hi → ss ދިވެހި   divehi ‘Maldivian’ →
ދިވެއްސެއް   divessek̊ ‘a
Maldivian’

gemination-and-palatalization process. Rather, they have arisen in the language as the output
this process.
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Table 3.9: (continued)

Category General rule Instantiations Examples

ṣi → ṭṭ ކަށި   kaṣi ‘bone/thorn’ →
ކައްޓެއ   kaṭṭek̊ ‘a
bone/thorn’

Neutral
consonant

Ci → iC̯C bi → t̊b [ib̯b] ލޯބި   lōbi ‘love’ →
ލޯތްބެއް   lōt̊bek̊ ‘a love’

ki → t̊k [ik̯k] ބުރެކި   bureki ‘damselfish’ →
ބުރެތްކަކީ   buret̊kakī ‘the
damselfish is...’

vi → t̊v [iv̯v] އަވި   avi ‘sunshine’ →
އަތްވެއް   at̊vek̊ ‘a sunshine’

m̆bi → t̊m̆b [im̯b] އަނބި   am̆bi ‘wife’ →
އަތްނބެއް   at̊m̆bek̊ ‘a wife’

Immune
consonant

Ci = Ci ri = ri ކޮޓަރި   koṭari ‘room’ →
ކޮޓަރިއެއް   koṭariek̊ ‘a room’

ḷi = ḷi ހޮޅި   hoḷi ‘pipe’ →
ހޮޅިއެއް   hoḷiek̊ ‘a pipe’

ḍi = ḍi ގަޑި   gaḍi ‘hour’ →
ގަޑިއެއް   gaḍiek̊ ‘an hour’

n̆ḍi = n̆ḍi ގޮނޑި   gon̆ḍi ‘chair’ →
ގޮންޑިއެއް   gon̆ḍiek̊ ‘a chair’

3.6.5 N-gemination

A final /n/ geminates before a vowel-initial suffix, but only if it is itself in an inflectional
affix or a pronoun. Thus ރައްޔިތުން   rayyitun̊ ‘citizens’ (with a plural suffix) becomes
ރައްޔިތުންނަށް   rayyitunnaṣ̊ ‘to the citizens’,  and ކުރަމުން   kuramun̊ ‘while doing’ (with a
simultaneous suffix) becomes ކުރަމުންނެވެ   kuramunneve, the literary form of the word
in sentence-final position, with the sentence-final particle -އެވެ   -eve. However, unin-
flected words such as ތަން   tan̊ ‘place’, ގުދަން   gudan̊ ‘warehouse’ and ދީން   dīn̊ ‘religion’
do not participate in this alternation.
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3.6.6 Vowel and diphthong shortening

Function words and suffixes (including inflectional verb endings) that end in އައި   ai
lose the އި   i before a vowel-initial suffix. For many of the grammatical words and suf-
fixes, however, this is simply an orthographic alternation at this point in the history of
the language, as they are pronounced without the އި   i anyway in spoken Dhivehi. Thus
the locative suffix -ގައި   -gai is written -ގަ   ga before a vowel-initial suffix (see Section
5.3 for case suffixes), the verbal particle -ފައި   -fai becomes -ފަ   -fa (see Section 8.3.5 for
more on -ފައި   -fai), the benefactive suffixing postposition -ޓަކައި   -ṭakai becomes -ޓަކަ 
 -ṭaka (see Section 7.1.3 for the benefactive postposition). In spoken Dhivehi they all
end in އަ   a (or sometimes އާ   ā) anyway; thus sometimes writers fail to observe the ortho-
graphic shortening rule, preserving the (spelled) diphthong. This simplified pronunci-
ation in function words and suffixes, along with the absence of the written sentence-
ending -އެވެ   -eve, is one of the more noticeable differences between spoken Dhivehi
and the written form of the language.

Verbs that end in އާ   ā or އޭ   ē (or އައި   ai, as mentioned in the preceding paragraph)
shorten their final vowel or diphthong (to އަ   a, އެ   e, or އަ   a) before the written sentence-
final particle -އެވެ   -eve. Thus the verb ލައި   lai ‘put.CNV’ is ލައެވެ   la-eve with the addition
of the sentence-final particle, ހަދާ   hadā ‘make.PRS.3’ is ހަދައެވެ   hada-eve, and ކުރޭ   kurē
‘do.PRS.3’ is ކުރެއެވެ   kure-eve.

The situation is less straightforward in nouns. Nouns that end in އާ   ā usually have
an underlying final ލ   l (as described in Section 3.6.3), which surfaces in the environ-
ment of a vowel-initial suffix, obviating the triggering environment for the shortening
rule. However, a few nouns, such as ވެލާ   velā ‘green sea turtle’ do not have the final ލ 
 l and shorten their final vowel before a vowel-initial suffix. Nouns ending in އައި   ai are
rare, but the relatively common word ބައި   bai ‘part’ does not participate in the short-
ening, yielding forms such as the indefinite ބަޔެއް   bayek̊ ‘a part, some’. Nouns ending
in އޭ   ē are also rare, but the pronoun ކަލޭ   kalē ‘you’ shortens its final vowel (producing
forms such as dative ކަލެއަށް   kaleaṣ̊ ‘to you’). Loanwords do not participate in the short-
ening process, so ޖަލްސާ   jalsā ‘assembly’, for example, retains its long vowel with the
addition of a vowel-initial suffix.

3.7 Numerals
Dhivehi uses the Arabic (or “Western Arabic”) numerals also used in North Africa and
in the European languages: 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9. Although the Thaana script runs from
right to left, numbers in Dhivehi are written the same direction as they are in English,
with the higher place values at the left and the lower ones at the right, as they also are
in languages that use the Perso-Arabic script. Thus ފސަްދޮޅަސްތިނެއް   fas-doḷas-tinek̊
‘sixty-three’ (lit. ‘five-dozen three’) is written in numerals as 63. Occasionally word-
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processing glitches result in the reversal of the sequence of numerals, so that, for ex-
ample, 1998 becomes 8991. This is particularly likely to happen when text is copied
and pasted. The Eastern Arabic numerals are used in some contexts, such as in giving
Islamic dates.

3.8 Punctuation
Periods are the most common punctuation mark in written Dhivehi and are used sen-
tence finally and sometimes after an abbreviation. A period rather than a question
mark is often used after a question, with the interrogative status of the sentence consid-
ered to be clear because of the presence of a final question particle. When it does use a
question mark, Dhivehi uses the Arabic version, which opens to the right: .؟  Also some-
times used is the comma, which curls to the right and is slightly raised, as in Arabic:  ،.
Commas are usually not used to separate items in a list or to separate two successive
adjectives, but they may be. Western-style colons, dashes, parentheses, exclamation
marks, and double quotation marks are occasionally but not consistently used. Quo-
tation marks are considered incorrect (and are rendered unnecessary, though they are
sometimes used) in the presence of quotative particles (see Section 9.1.2), but are con-
sidered correct for exact quotes that do not use quotative particles, a formal style often
used in modern reporting. The semicolon, which is quite rare, is right-facing with the
comma on top: .؛ 

In general, Dhivehi takes a minimalist approach to punctuation, with most punc-
tuation other than the period being relatively seldom used.

3.9 Theoretical works
Dhivehi phonology and writing have, like the rest of the language, received little atten-
tion in the linguistic literature. However, there are a few exceptions. Both Cain (2000a)
and Arsenault (2009) consider the palatalization and gemination process described
in Section 3.6.4. Cain (2000a) applies Optimality Theory to the process and Arsenault
(2009) argues that retroflexes are immune to the process because retroflexion is incom-
patible with palatalization. Gnanadesikan (n.d.) analyzes the assimilations of Dhivehi
syllables codas to following onsets within Optimality Theory.

The Thaana writing system has received theoretical attention in M. W. Sugathapala
De Silva (1969) and Gnanadesikan (2012). M. W. Sugathapala De Silva (1969) describes
its phonemic accuracy and Gnanadesikan (2012) draws attention to its representation
of moras (syllable weight).





4 Lexicon
4.1 Structure of the lexicon
Traditionally, Dhivehi has been credited with three lexical categories (parts of speech):
ނަން   nam̊ ‘noun’, މސަްދަރު   masdaru ‘verbal noun’, and އަކުރު   akuru ‘particle’ (the latter
used to describe a variety of grammatical function words and morphemes). Nowadays
Dhivehi lexicography recognizes eight categories: ނަން   nam̊ ‘noun’, ކަން   kam̊ ‘verb’,
މސަްދަރު   masdaru ‘verbal noun’, ނަންއިތުރު   nam̊-ituru ‘adjective’, ކަންއިތުރު   kam̊-ituru
‘adverb’, އިތުރު   ituru ‘modifier’ [lit. ‘additional’], އަކުރު   akuru ‘particle’, and ނަންއިތުރު 
ނަން  nam̊-ituru-nam̊ ‘adjectival noun’. The verbal noun, or މސަްދަރު   masdaru, is usu-
ally used as the citation form of the verb, with the result that only seven parts of speech
receive headwords in the national dictionary (Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhivehi Dictionary] 2011).

At first glance, the original division into three categories seems remarkably accu-
rate: impressionistically, Dhivehi appears to be made up entirely of nouns and verbs
with the occasional small grammatical word thrown in. This is one way in which Dhi-
vehi resembles the neighboring Dravidian languages, which originally contained only
nouns and verbs (Steever 1998: 19). In Dhivehi, nouns and adjectives are not always
distinguishable; nouns are the source of most Dhivehi postpositions; and nouns fill
the role of complementizers. Most adverbs are derived from nouns or adjectives. Verbs,
meanwhile, do the work of relativizing, being the heads of relative participial clauses.
Closer inspection does, however, reveal more categories.

In this work the main Dhivehi lexical categories are considered to be nouns, verbs
(including modals and auxiliaries), pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, postpositions, and
determiners (including demonstratives and numeric and non-numeric quantifiers). Ad-
ditionally, there are miscellaneous conjunctions, degree modifiers, interjections, and
particles. Verbal nouns have both noun-like and verb-like properties, and will be dis-
cussed as appropriate in both classes. Of the various lexical classes, only those of
nouns and adjectives (and adverbs derived from them) may be considered open, in the
sense that words may be created or borrowed in these categories. The other classes,
including verbs, are closed. This means that new verbs must be created as noun- or
adjective-verb compounds rather than as outright new verbs.

Nouns and verbs inflect, while inflection in the other categories is minimal or non-
existent. The citation form of a noun is the definite singular direct form (see Chapter
5). The citation form of a verb is for the purposes of this grammar (following Reynolds
2003 and Maniku 2000) the present progressive, and is therefore glossed as a present-
tense verb ending in -s (see Chapter 8).
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4.2 Sources of the lexicon
4.2.1 Indo-Aryan vocabulary

As an Indo-Aryan language, Dhivehi shares many cognates with other Indo-Aryan lan-
guages. These are most evident in comparison with Sinhala, Dhivehi’s closest relative
and near neighbor. However, Maldivian culture, being Muslim, does not look to San-
skrit as its classical language (as Hindu cultures do), nor does it look to Pali as Sin-
hala does (under the influence of Buddhism). As a consequence, many learned words
that tend to be very similar across South Asian languages (including the Dravidian
languages, which have borrowed heavily from Sanskrit) are not found in Dhivehi. By
contrast, such words tend to be Persian or Arabic in origin, as discussed further be-
low. This gives the Dhivehi lexicon more similarity to that of Urdu than that of Hindi
or other majority Hindu Indo-Aryan languages of North India.

The number names in Table 4.1 illustrate how native Indo-Aryan vocabulary in Dhi-
vehi compares to the closely related Sinhala (Chandralal 2010: 58–59) and to the more
distantly related Hindi (Snell and Weightman 1989: 222). Evident in the table is the
correspondence between Dhivehi /f/ and other Indo-Aryan /p/ (compare ފސަް   fas ‘five’
with pas and pā̃c), the correspondence between Dhivehi and Sinhala /h/ followed by
a vowel and other Indo-Aryan /s/, /c/, or /ch/ (compare ހަ   ha ‘six’ and hayə with chah,
and ހަތް   hat̊ ‘seven’ and hat with sāt). When no vowel follows, Hindi /c/¹ corresponds
to Dhivehi and Sinhala /s/, as at the end of Hindi pā̃c versus Dhivehi ފސަް   fas ‘five’ and
Sinhala pas. In these cases the Hindi examples contain the original Indo-Aryan con-
sonants and Dhivehi has undergone sound changes, some of which it has shared with
Sinhala.

Most consonants are prohibited in syllable-final position in Dhivehi, hence the
final /u/ on ހަތަރު   hataru ‘four’ as compared to Hindi cār. Long vowels in Indo-Aryan
languages such as Hindi often correspond to short vowels in Dhivehi. Original Indo-
Aryan long vowels have been lost in Dhivehi, while new long vowels have been formed
by coalescence after the loss of certain intervocalic consonants.

The Dhivehi number names given in Table 4.1 are “combining forms”, which are
the forms used when the word modifies a noun. When the number names are used
as nouns they are given the indefinite suffix -އެއް   -ek̊ (see Section 6.6). Similarly, the
Sinhala forms given here are also the combining forms of the number names.

Another important difference between Dhivehi and Sinhala on the one hand, and
other Indo-Aryan languages on the other, is that Dhivehi and Sinhala do not have as-
pirated consonants. Thus in addition to the kinds of correspondences in Table 4.1, Dhi-
vehi ބސަް   bas ‘language’ corresponds to Hindi bhāṣā, and Dhivehi ތަން   tan̊ ‘place’ cor-
responds to Hindi than.

1 The /c/ refers to a palato-alveolar affricate, and /ch/ to its aspirated counterpart.
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Dhivehi Sinhala Hindi

one އެއް   ek̊ ekə ek

two ދެ   de de do

three ތިން   tin̊ tun tīn

four ހަތަރު   hataru hatərə cār

five ފސަް   fas pas pā̃c

six ހަ   ha hayə chah

seven ހަތް   hat̊ hat sāt

eight އަށް   aṣ̊ aṭ āṭ

nine ނުވަ   nuva nawə, namə nau

ten ދިހަ   diha daha das
 

Table 4.1: Number names compared

4.2.2 Dravidian influence

Maloney (1980) identifies a number of words in Dhivehi that he considers to be of Dra-
vidian (specifically proto-Tamil/Malayalam) origin, suggesting to him that the original
inhabitants of the Maldives spoke a Dravidian language, which then left its mark on
the language of the early Indo-Aryan speaking settlers. Not only certain words but also
the noun-verb structure of the lexicon, certain syntactic patterns (such as using par-
ticipial clauses for relative clauses), and phonological patterns (such as the lack of
distinctive aspiration and a simple syllable structure) suggest strong Dravidian influ-
ence on the formation of Dhivehi. On the other hand, C.H.B. Reynolds considers that
“Dravidian languages in fact seem to have made surprisingly little impact” (Reynolds
1978: 157), and Gair (1998 [1985]) expresses cautions regarding overstating the Dravid-
ian influence on Sinhala phonology, which apply to Dhivehi as well. The precise extent
of Dravidian influence on Dhivehi is thus unclear (see Cain 2000b for a summary of
the question). A few commonly occurring words that are clearly Dravidian in origin are
ބޭނުން   bēnum̊ ‘wanted/needed’, related to Tamil vēṇḍum, which has the same mean-
ing; އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘be, live’, from Tamil uḷ-, ‘exist’; and ފލާަން   fālam̊ ‘jetty’, from Tamil
pālam, ‘bridge’ (Reynolds 2003).
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4.2.3 Loanwords from Arabic, Persian, Urdu

As the Maldives has been Muslim for many centuries, the culture looks to Arabic as
a major influencing language. Many words from Arabic have been borrowed into Dhi-
vehi. These include words in the area of religion, education, and government, such as
ގުރުއނާް   guruān̊ ‘Qur’an’, and ރައީސުލްޖުމްހޫރިއްޔާ   raīs-ul-jumhūriyyā ‘president of the re-
public’. Medieval Arabic and Persian traders plying the waters of the Indian Ocean also
brought words related to seafaring and shipping (Maniku 2000: vi). Personal names
are nowadays Arabic as well, such as އަޙްމަދު   ah̤madu ‘Ahmed’, މުހައްމަދު   muhammadu
‘Mohamed’, and މަރިޔަމް   mariyam ‘Mariyam’. Allah, the name of God, is always writ-
ten in Arabic: .الله  It is given its own keystroke, SHIFT-F, on a Windows phonetic Dhi-
vehi keyboard. Personal names that contain Allah switch scripts in the middle: އަބްދުالله 
 abdu-allah ‘Abdullah’.

It is also the case that Maldivians who want to further their religious education
have tended to learn Urdu, the most widespread language of Muslim populations in
neighboring India and Pakistan (Maniku 2000: vii-viii). Thus there are many Urdu
words in Dhivehi, particularly in the educated vocabulary. Many of these words are
ultimately of Persian or Arabic (often via Persian) origin. Such words often have multi-
ple spellings, with and without dotted Thaana letters (shown in Table 3.6) to identify
the original Urdu/Persian/Arabic spelling. In general, most words that include dotted
Thaana are of Urdu, Persian, and/or Arabic origin (although English words often con-
tain ޝ  ‘sheenu’ or ޜ  ‘zhaa’).² Prescriptively, only spellings with all the dots present or
those with no dots are considered correct. However, the use of dots is inconsistent in
practice, even within a word. Thus the word for ‘truth’ may be spelled ޙަޤީޤަތް   h̤aqīqat̊,
ހަޤީޤަތް   haqīqat̊, or ހަގީގަތް   hagīgat̊.

There are also some words in Dhivehi of specifically Hindi origin, although the
distinction between Hindi and Urdu is not always relevant in nonreligious contexts.
Other languages from the Indian mainland have also made the occasional contribution
to the Dhivehi lexicon (Maniku 2000: viii).

4.2.4 Other sources

A few words of Portuguese, Dutch, and Malay origin also exist in Dhivehi. Examples
are އަލަމރާި   alamāri ‘cupboard’ (from Portuguese armário), ސުލުފު   sulufu ‘sloop’ (from
Dutch sloep), and ކިރިސް   kiris ‘dagger’ (from Malay kris). There are also some English
words in Dhivehi that predate the modernization of the country that began in the sec-
ond half of the twentieth century and ushered in copious English borrowings. These

2 It is important to note in this context, however, that although ޕ  ‘paviyani’ has a dot, it is not
part of the dotted Thaana series, but of regular Thaana (Table 3.3).



The honorific system | 55

words have generally been adapted to fit Dhivehi phonological patterns, and the orig-
inal English word may not be obvious. މަނަވަރު   manavaru ‘military ship’ (from English
man o’ war) is an example of such a loanword (Maniku 2000: vii-viii).

4.2.5 Modern loanwords from English

All Maldivian schoolchildren are nowadays educated primarily in English, as those of
the social elite have been for several decades. Not surprisingly, Dhivehi has accepted
many loanwords from English. These include technology-related words, but many oth-
ers too. In some cases it is hard to tell whether the use of a particular English word
represents the use of a loanword or a temporary switch into English on the part of a
bilingual speaker. A more Dhivehi-ized spelling (with the addition of epenthetic އު   u
to break up consonant clusters, and the absence of empty ގ  ‘gaafu’ and ރ  ‘raa’, whose
use is described in Section 3.3) makes it likely that a writer is simply using a Dhivehi
word that has been borrowed from English and does not particularly mean to be writ-
ing in English at that point. Certain other uses of English words are clearly meant to be
in the English language. For example, the names of government ministries and most
government posts (other than the presidency) are English, such as މނިިސްޓަރ  ސްޓޭޓް
އެފެއާޒް ފޮރިން ފޮރ  sṭēṭ minisṭar̆ for̆ forin̊ efeāz ‘state minister for foreign affairs’. As
mentioned in Section 3.3, words with sukun on the initial consonant of a word and
words with multiple, word-initial, or word-final retroflex stops tend to be English, due
to the mapping of English /t/ and /d/ onto Dhivehi ޓ   ṭ and ޑ   ḍ.

4.3 The honorific system
Not all words in Dhivehi may be used in addressing or referring to just any person.
There are generally considered to be three levels of speech, whose use depends on who
one is talking about or to. The highest status individuals receive high honorifics, which
make up a high level of speech known as ބސަް  އެންމެމތާް  emme-māt̊ bas ‘most noble
speech’ or އާދެވަޑައިގަތުން   āde-vaḍaigatum̊ ‘yes-come/go [in high honorifics]’. High but
not highest status individuals receive mid-level honorifics, known as މތާްބސަް   māt̊-bas
‘noble speech’ or ލައްބަދުރުވުން   labba-duruvum̊ ‘yes-come/go [in mid-level honorifics]’.
Common people are addressed or referred to in ބސަް  އާދައިގެ  ādaige bas ‘common lan-
guage’.

What it means to “receive honorifics” is that certain words are used when such a
person is spoken about or to. Some aspects of the system, such as first-person pro-
nouns, words for ‘yes’, and the question particles, are used if one is speaking to a
high-status person. Other aspects of the system are used when speaking about such a
person, whether to their face in second-person reference or by third-person reference.
The most visible expression of this part of the system is in the verbs. Verbs receive
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special honorific morphology, and there are also some specific verbs that are inher-
ently honorific, regardless of morphology. The morphology of possessed nouns also
expresses the honorific system. The speaker’s own status is never referenced, except
in one sense: speaking to a person who receives honorifics requires a deferential first-
person pronoun regardless of one’s own status. Thus verbs with first-person subjects
will never be honorific, and nouns referring to one’s own possessions do not take hon-
orific morphology.

Historically, the three speech levels reflected a division of society into three parts:
the ބޭފުޅުން   bēfuḷun̊ or high nobility at the top, the ބޭކަލުން   bēkalun̊ or minor nobility
in the middle, and the commoners at the bottom. As Fritz describes it, the historical
system of honorifics was a rigid one, without the flexibility, common to many honorific
systems, to express intimacy versus social distance or to show respect for non-class-
related characteristics such as age (Fritz 2002: 14). The use of honorifics reflected the
status of the addressee or referent only, with no reference to the speaker’s status. Thus
the ބޭފުޅުން   bēfuḷun̊ ‘high nobility’ spoke to each other in ބސަް  އެންމެމތާް  emme-māt̊ bas
‘most noble speech’ as well as having those of lower status address them at that speech
level.

Nowadays, however, the different speech levels are used to express respect for a
person’s status, whether it be acquired by birth or by profession. It is still the case,
however, that the use of honorifics does not imply a difference in status between the
speaker and the addressee or referent. Rather, it gives respect to the addressee or refer-
ent regardless of the speaker’s status. Speakers report that they use honorifics to show
respect for older people or for their parents. Strangers may be addressed in މތާްބސަް 
 māt̊-bas ‘noble speech’ rather than plain speech in order not to give offense. Higher
speech levels are also used to give a communication an official or important air. For-
mal workplaces of educated people, such as government offices and university depart-
ments, are environments for using ބސަް  އެންމެމތާް  emme-māt̊ bas ‘most noble speech’,
although the same colleagues may be addressed in plain speech outside of work if they
are friends.

While it is generally considered that Dhivehi contains three speech levels (two hon-
orific and one plain) as described in the preceding paragraphs, some speakers point
out that the situation is not quite so simple. The highest speech level has a special sub-
category for God. Prophets, particularly the prophet Mohammed, may also marginally
be considered to have their own subcategory of the highest speech level. There are also
words that adults only use when speaking to small children. Some speakers would add
slang and vulgarities as two further socially restricted forms of speech.

Aspects of the honorific system are discussed further in Section 5.8, Section 6.2.1,
Section 6.2.2, Section 8.1.2, Section 9.1.3, Section 9.3 and Section 11.2.1.2.
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4.4 Word spacing in Dhivehi
Written Dhivehi may present the learner with a challenge in its treatment of word spac-
ing. Generally speaking, the rules regarding word spacing are less strictly enforced
than they are in English, and what is spelled as one word in one text may be spelled
as two in another, or even elsewhere in the same document or even the same sentence.
One place where this often happens is between a verb and the previous word, where
there may or may not be a space. Thus މސަައްކަތްކުރަނީ   masakkat̊-kuranī ‘does work’
and its spaced equivalent, ކުރަނީ  މސަައްކަތް  masakkat̊ kuranī, are found with roughly
equal numbers in a corpus search (the hyphen in the Romanization shows the location
of the word boundary in the absence of a space). Another place where spacing is fre-
quently absent is between demonstratives and/or numeric quantifiers and the nouns
they modify, as in މިތިންކުޅުންތެރިން   mi-tin̊-kulhum̊terin̊ ‘these three athletes’. Also, in
many cases short grammatical words (“particles”) are written as affixes to either the
previous word or the following word. On the other hand, bound suffixes are written as
separate words if they follow numerals and sometimes under other circumstances as
well, such as after obviously foreign words.

4.5 Lexicographical Works
While a number of phrase books and short glossary-style dictionaries exist for Dhivehi,
the only two published scholarly works in English that are devoted to the lexicon of
Dhivehi are Maniku (2000) and Reynolds (2003). The etymological focus of Maniku
(2000) means that the selection of words is far from exhaustive. Modern loanwords
and many of the simple words of Dhivehi (such as އަދި   adi ‘and, also’ and ނުވަތަ   nuvata
‘or’) are not given. Reynolds (2003) is a very careful, scholarly work of utmost value to
a scholar or student of Dhivehi. Unfortunately, it is now somewhat out of date (the
fieldwork for it was done in 1967); its formatting also takes some getting used to.





5 Nouns and Noun Morphology
Dhivehi nouns comprise a large, open class whose members inflect for number, defi-
niteness, and case. The citation form of a noun is the singular definite direct form; this
is usually the bare stem form, while other inflections are expressed by the addition of
suffixes. Dhivehi nouns fall into two classes: human and nonhuman (for these pur-
poses, nonhuman beings that are endowed with rationality, such as angels, djinn, or
gods, would be considered human). Noun class membership determines which plural
marking a noun receives and which cases it can appear in. It also influences definite-
ness inflection, in that some human nouns take a definite suffix rather than having
the bare stem be definite. The traditional grammatical category of gender, in terms of
masculine and feminine, does not apply to Dhivehi. Although there are some words
(such as އަންހެން   anhen̊ ‘female’) that refer specifically to biological gender, gender as
a grammatical category controlling agreement or determining inflectional class does
not exist in the language. Personal names and kinship terms (see Section 5.4) are in
some senses a distinct category of noun with some properties in common with per-
sonal pronouns (discussed in Section 6.2). Loanword nouns take the same inflectional
morphology as other nouns.

5.1 Plural formation
Dhivehi nouns may be inflected for plural number, as shown in Table 5.1. Nonhuman
nouns other than boats take the suffix -ތައް   -tak̊. If the plurality of a nonhuman noun is
clear from context (for example, if a number is mentioned), the plural suffix is omitted;
however, there are some nouns which are typically not inflected for plurality in English
but which are in Dhivehi, such as މސަައްކަތް   masakkat̊ ‘work’, which has the plural
މސަައްކަތްތައް   masakkat̊tak̊ ‘(various instances of) work’. There are other words that
often occur with plural meaning but usually without plural marking, such as ނަތީޖާ 
 natījā ‘result(s)’ and ގަވއާިދު   gavāidu ‘rule(s)’, presumably because things like results
and rules tend to occur in collective groups.¹ Plural marking is sometimes used on such
words, however.

As also shown in Table 5.1, nouns referring to boats often, but not always, take a
special plural, -ފަހަރު   -faharu, as in ނާފަހަރު   nā-faharu ‘sailing ships’ or ބޯޓުފަހަރު  މަތިންދާ
 matin̊-dā bōṭu-faharu ‘airplanes’ [lit. aloft-going boats]. (All vessels, whether water-
craft or aircraft, belong to the semantic category of ބޯޓު   bōṭu ‘boat’.)

Sometimes a noun may be reduplicated (i.e., doubled) to give a distributive plu-
ral meaning, which roughly translates as ‘various’ and focuses on multiple instanti-

1 Reynolds (2003) glosses such words with plural English words, but they do occur with
singular meaning as well.
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ations of a category, rather than on a coherent group with multiple members. A few
nouns often display this reduplication, whereas most nouns do not or do so only rarely.
Examples of commonly reduplicated nouns are ކަންކަން   kam̊kam̊ ‘(various) actions’,
ގޮތްގޮތް   got̊got̊ ‘(various) ways’, and ރަށްރަށް   raṣ̊raṣ̊ ‘(various) islands’. In most cases,
the distributive plural reduplication and the normal, collective plural suffix do not ap-
pear together on a word, but ކަން   kam̊ ‘action’ is an exception. Not only can its stem
reduplicate, but its plural suffix can also reduplicate, yielding the options ކަންތައްތައް 
 kam̊tak̊tak̊ (very frequent), ކަންކަންތައް   kam̊kam̊tak̊ (rare), and even ކަންކަންތައްތައް 
 kam̊kam̊tak̊tak̊ (rare), all with the meaning ‘(various) actions’.

Human nouns take the plural suffix -ން   -n̊, which, unlike the nonhuman plural
suffix, is obligatory even when the plurality is clear from context. The human category
includes institutions made up of humans, so that the plural of ފުލުސް   fulus ‘police (of-
ficer)’ is ފުލުހުން   fuluhun̊ ‘the police’ (with the application of s-lenition, as described in
Section 3.6.1). When an institution performs an action, it is the humans that make up
that institution that are performing the action, and so the noun will appear in the hu-
man plural at such times. Thus when the government ސަރުކާރު )  sarukāru) makes a de-
cision, it is referred to in the human plural, ސަރުކާރުން   sarukārun̊ ‘the government.PL’.
The human plural has the allomorphs ން   -n̊, occurring after /u/ and usually /i/; އިން 
 -in̊, occurring after other vowels; and -އުން   -un̊, occurring after a consonant.² Occa-
sionally a noun will take both the human and the nonhuman plural marking. This is
particularly true of މީހާ   mīhā ‘person’ (from the stem މސީް   mīs̊), which forms the plurals
މސީްތަކުން   mīstakun̊ ‘humanity, all people’ and މީހުންތައް   mīhun̊tak̊ ‘groups of people,
a large number of people’, which both exist beside the regularly formed (but vague)
human plural މީހުން   mīhun̊ ‘people’. Animals occasionally take the “human” plural,
but this is not considered correct unless they are the subject of a story and are being
given human characteristics.

Personal names, kinship terms, and first- and second-person pronouns (for pro-
nouns, see Section 6.2) take the plural suffix -މެން   -men̊. This type of plural, known as
the associative (as opposed to the collective) plural conveys the meaning of ‘and other
associated persons’.³

2 It is not at all clear whether the allomorphy is best seen as occurring in the plural suffix or in
the stem. Arguably the distinction is meaningless. I discuss it as suffix allomorphy here
because the suffixes are the present focus. However, in cases when such allomorphy creates a
long vowel, as in ދިވެހނީް   divehīn̊ ‘Maldivians’, it is impossible to place a visual morpheme
divider such as a hyphen between the two portions of the vowel, either in the Thaana
orthography or in a Romanization system using macrons for long vowels. Therefore, in the
examples glossed morpheme by morpheme in later chapters, the morpheme-dividing hyphen
is placed after an allomorphic vowel that may be considered either to end the stem or to begin
the suffix.
3 For more on the linguistics of associative plurals, see e.g., Moravcsik (2003).
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The plural suffixes are summarized in Table 5.1. The allomorphs of the human plu-
ral are shown in Table 5.2. In addition to those shown in the table, a “fancy” literary
style uses the -in allomorph after a final /i/ as well, resulting in a long vowel in plurals
such as ދިވެހނީް   divehīn̊ ‘Maldivians’.

Nonhuman
nouns Boats Human nouns Names or

kinship terms

Plural
suffix

-ތައް 
 -tak̊

-ފަހަރު 
 -faharu

-ން 
 -n̊

-މެން 
 -men̊

Example މަގުތައް 
 magu-tak
‘roads’

ނާފަހަރު 
 nā-faharu
‘sailing ships’

ކުދިން 
 kudi-n̊
‘children’

މައުމޫނުމެން 
 maumūnu-men̊
‘Maumoon and
his group’

 

Table 5.1: Plural suffixes

After i or u After other vowels After consonant

Allomorph -ން 
 -n̊

-އިން 
 -in

-އުން 
 -un̊

Example ދިވެހނިް 
 divehi-n
‘Maldivians’

ތަމަޅައިން 
 tamaḷa-in
‘Tamils’

ޒުވނާުން 
 zuvān-un
‘young people’

 

Table 5.2: Human plurals

5.2 Definiteness inflection
Nouns are also inflected along a three-point scale of definiteness (I follow here the
analysis of Cain and Gair 2000: 18). The definite form is usually unmarked, as in ރެފްރީ 
 refrī ‘the referee’. Some nouns in the human class, however, take a definite suffix -އާ 
-  ā in the singular, as in މީހާ   mīhā ‘the person’, from މސީް   mīs ‘person’. The indefinite
inflection is expressed with -އެއް   -ek̊. This affix historically derives from the Dhivehi
word for ‘one’ (Cain and Gair 2000: 18), but is suffixed to the noun, while numeric
quantifiers precede the noun: compare ރެފްރީއެއް   refrīek̊ ‘a referee’ with ރެފްރީ  އެއް  ek̊



62 | Nouns and Noun Morphology

refrī ‘one referee’ (note that the space between the number name and the noun may
or may not be present).

In addition to the definite and indefinite forms is the unspecified inflection, ex-
pressed with -އަކު   -aku. This carries the meaning of ‘some or other’, or in negative
contexts, ‘any’: ރެފްރީއަކު   refrīaku ‘some referee (or other), any referee.’ The indefinite
and unspecified forms are not distinguished from each other in all the noun cases, as
discussed further in Section 5.3.

The human definite, the indefinite, and the unspecified suffixes are all vowel ini-
tial, and as such they trigger the gemination and palatalization process after /i/ (de-
scribed in Section 3.6.4) when the last consonant of the stem is an eligible consonant,
yielding forms such as ކުއްޖާ   kujjā ‘the child’, from ކުދި   kudi ‘small’. After ineligible
consonants a ޔ   y glide is often inserted, as in ވެރިޔާ   veriyā ‘the leader’.

The use of definiteness inflection is independent of number inflection in nonhu-
man nouns. Both singular and plural nonhuman nouns may take -އެއް   -ek̊ or -އަކު   -aku,
as in މައްސަލަތަކެއް   massalatakek̊ ‘(some) problems’ or ޤައުމުތަކަކު   qaumutakaku ‘(any/-
some or other) nations’. In human nouns, as mentioned, an -އާ  -  ā suffix is sometimes
used to create a definite singular, while in plural human nouns the indefinite and un-
specified inflections are not used (except as negative concord, for which see Section
12.7).

In accordance with the general morphophonological rule laid out in Section 3.6.2,
nouns that end in /u/ drop it before the addition of an indefinite or unspecified suffix:
ބަދަލު   badalu ‘(the) change’ becomes indefinite ބަދަލެއް   badalek̊ ‘a change’. The defi-
niteness inflections are summed up in Table 5.3.

Nonhuman noun Human noun

Definite Ø or -އާ   Ø
 -ā

Indefinite -އެއް 
 -ek̊

-އެއް 
 -ek̊ (singular
only)

Unspecified -އަކު 
 -aku

-އަކު 
 -aku (singular
only)

 

Table 5.3: Definiteness inflection
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5.3 Cases
There are six major cases in Dhivehi: direct, genitive, dative, locative, ablative/instru-
mental, and sociative. There are also various strategies used in vocative expressions.
Arguably, one may also identify a marginal oblique case, which adds -އު   -u to consonant-
final nouns, used in certain adverbial and compounding contexts (see Section 5.6.2,
Section 7.1.1 and Section 7.2), and which Jonathon Lum (p.c.) suggests may be an ar-
chaic locative.

The direct case, which is unmarked, is used for (most) subjects and for direct ob-
jects. Thus Dhivehi does not distinguish nominative and accusative case, but uses a
single direct case for both the subject and the direct object of a sentence. The other
cases are marked with suffixes, as shown in Table 5.4.

5.3.1 Case suffixes

The Dhivehi noun cases are illustrated in Table 5.4.
The genitive, or possessive, case, marked with -ގެ   -ge, is used for nouns which are

in a possessor relationship to other nouns. It corresponds to English -’s or of. Several
postpositions (derived from nouns) also assign genitive case to their objects (see Sec-
tion 7.1).

The dative case, marked with -އަށް   -aṣ̊, is used to indicate indirect objects, goals,
and beneficiaries; it is usually translatable into English as ‘to’ or sometimes ‘for’. Note
that if the noun stem ends in a consonant, the initial vowel of the suffix will be written
on that consonant and not on the alifu shown in the previous sentence. As discussed
in Chapter 7, the dative case ending can also be used to derive adverbs, and certain
postpositions assign dative case. The subjects of certain verbs of experience, of involi-
tive verbs, and of statements of ability are in the dative case, in which case it is more
appropriately translated as ‘by’ or as nothing (see Section 12.4.5).

The locative case is indicated with the suffix -ގައި   -gai in standard written Dhivehi,
which is -ގަ   -ga or sometimes ގާ   gā in spoken Dhivehi and in the most informal styles
of writing. The locative case marks nouns that refer to location, and can be translated
as ‘in’, ‘on’, or ‘at’.

The ablative/instrumental case conveys either source or means; it is also a means
of deriving adverbs (see Section 7.2). Its suffix is -ން   -n̊. The ablative/instrumental can
be translated as ‘from’ or ‘by’ or ‘with’ in its instrumental sense of ‘by means of’ (but
not in the sense of ‘accompanied by’). Because the ablative/instrumental suffix looks
just like the human plural suffix, certain forms may be ambiguous, such as ސަރުކާރުން 
 sarukārun̊, which can mean ‘from the government’ or ‘the government (seen as a col-
lection of humans)’. This ambiguity only arises with nouns that may be either human
or nonhuman depending on the context of their use, as human nouns do not take the
ablative/instrumental case.
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Case Suffix Example: nonhuman Example: human

Direct Ø ބސަް 
 bas
‘language’

ކޮއްކޮ 
 kokko
‘younger sibling’

Genitive -ގެ 
 -ge

ބަހުގެ 
 bahuge
‘of the language’

ކޮއްކޮގެ 
 kokkoge
‘younger sibling’s’

Dative -އަށް 
 -aṣ̊

ބަހަށް 
 bahaṣ̊
‘to/for the language’

ކޮއްކޮއަށް 
 kokko-aṣ̊
‘to/for younger sibling’

Locative -ގައި 
 -gai

ބަހުގައި 
 bahugai
‘in the language’

――

Ablative/
instrumental

-ން 
 -n̊

ބަހުން 
 bahun̊
‘from/by means of the
language’

――

Sociative -އާ 
 -ā

ބަހާ 
 bahā
‘with the language’

ކޮއްކޮއާ 
 kokko-ā
‘with younger sibling’

 

Table 5.4: Noun cases

Sociative case, which is marked with -އާ   -ā or -އާއި   -āi, conveys the sense of ‘ac-
companied by’ or ‘in relation to’ (glossed in the tables in this chapter as ‘with’ for sim-
plicity). A number of postpositions assign sociative case (see Section 7.1). In modern
prescriptive usage, -އާ   -ā is the sociative case ending, and -އާއި   -āi is a co-ordinating
particle meaning ‘and’ (see Section 10.2), but in practice the two are not always distin-
guished, and the sociative case ending is often spelled -އާއި   -āi.

Not all cases can occur on human nouns. The locative and ablative/instrumental
cases do not apply directly to human nouns, personal names, or pronouns. To apply
an ablative/instrumental or locative meaning to a human noun, another (nonhuman)
word is used: usually ފަރާތުން   farātun̊ ‘side.ABL’ or އަތުން   atun̊ ‘hand.ABL’for ablatives
and ގައިގައި   body.LOC for locatives. Thus ‘from father’ is expressed as ފަރާތުން  ބައްޕަގެ
 bappage farātun̊ ‘from father’s side’ or އަތުން  ބައްޕަގެ  bappage atun̊ ‘from father’s
hand’, and ‘on father’ is ގައިގައި  ބައްޕަގެ  bappage gaigai ‘on/at father’s body’. While
human nouns may occur in the dative, they are generally avoided in certain contexts.
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Thus one usually speaks or goes near father ގާތުގައި ) ބައްޕަގެ  bappage gātugai ‘near
father’ or ކައިރީ  ބައްޕަ  bappa kairī ‘near father’) rather than directly to father.⁴

Case marking and the two levels of definiteness marking do not freely co-occur.
Both the indefinite and unspecified forms of the noun may occur in the direct case.
In other cases the indefinite and the unspecified are generally not distinguished. In
the genitive and locative cases, the indefinite may occur but not usually the unspeci-
fied (though it may in certain words, such as މީހަކުގެ   mīhakuge ‘someone’s’, where the
unspecified form has a special function as an indefinite pronoun). In the dative, ab-
lative/instrumental, and sociative cases, only the unspecified inflection is used. The
various possible case- and definiteness-marked forms of the word ގައުމު   gaumu ‘nation’
are listed in Table 5.5 to illustrate.

Table 5.5: Case and definiteness marking

Indefinite Unspecified

Direct
ގައުމެއް 
 gaumek̊
‘a nation’

ގައުމަކު 
 gaumaku
‘some/any nation’

Genitive
ގައުމެއްގެ 
 gaumek̊ge
‘of a nation’

――

Locative
ގައުމެއްގައި 
 gaumek̊gai
‘in a nation’

――

Dative ――
ގައުމަކަށް 
 gaumakaṣ̊
‘to a/some nation’

Ablative/Instrumental ――
ގައުމަކުން 
 gaumakun̊
‘from a/some nation’

4 Prescriptively, ގާތް   gāt̊ ‘near’ is used when describing nearness to humans, while ކައިރި   kairi
(or ކައިރީ   kairī) means ‘near’ to a nonhuman, but in the colloquial spoken language ކައިރި   kairi is
used for humans as well.
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Table 5.5: (continued)

Indefinite Unspecified

Sociative ――
ގައުމަކާ 
 gaumakā
‘with a/some nation’

Number, definiteness, and case marking may all occur on the same noun, in the
order stem-number-definiteness-case, as in މސަައްކަތްތަކެއްގެ   masakkat̊-tak-ek̊-ge ‘of
some (various) work’.

5.3.2 Case suffix allomorphy

A number of morphophonological processes are at work in the addition of case suf-
fixes, as summarized in Table 5.6, Table 5.7 and Table 5.8. For these purposes, the case
suffixes may be divided into three classes: those that start with ގ   g (the genitive and
locative), the ablative/instrumental -ން   -n̊, and those that start with a vowel (the da-
tive and sociative). It should be noted, however, that foreign words that have not be-
come phonologically assimilated into Dhivehi are optionally immune to some of the
processes laid out here and may take a default form of the case suffix.

5.3.2.1 Genitive and locative case suffixes
The genitive and locative case suffixes both start with ގ   g and undergo the same mor-
phophonological processes. If the stem ends in a consonant other than “inflectional
/n/” or the /k/ of the indefinite suffix, އު   u is inserted: direct case ފޮތް   fot̊ ‘book’ be-
comes genitive ފޮތުގެ   fotuge ‘of the book’, and ގޮތް   got̊ ‘manner’ becomes locative ގޮތުގައި 
 gotugai ‘in the manner’, for example. The rule of s-lenition described in Section 3.6.1
applies, so that the genitive of ބސަް   bas ‘language’ is ބަހުގެ   bahuge ‘of the language’.

If the noun is in the indefinite form (ending in -އެއް   -ek̊, with an underlying final
velar), then the /u/-insertion does not occur: ބަދަލެއްގެ   badalek̊ge ‘of a change’. Other
instances of final އް   k̊ do trigger the insertion of އު   u: ފޮތްތައް   fot̊tak̊ ‘books’ becomes
genitive ފޮތްތަކުގެ   fot̊takuge ‘of the books’and މައްސަލަތައް   massalatak̊ ‘cases’ becomes
locative މައްސަލަތަކުގައި   massalatakugai ‘in the cases’.

If the stem ends in /n/ and it is a pronoun or a plural (from the -ން   -n̊ of the human
plural or the -މެން   -men̊ associative plural), the އު   u is not inserted: ފުލުހުން   fuluhun
‘the police’ inflects as ފުލުހުންގެ   fuluhunge ‘of the police’, and the genitive of އަހަރެން 
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 aharen̊ ‘I’ is އަހަރެންގެ   aharen̊ge ‘my’ (this is noted as “inflectional /n/” in Table 5.6).⁵
Foreign words and personal names (which are generally of foreign origin) with final
-ން   -n̊, or with other final consonants for that matter, often do not take the /u/, but the
behavior here is not consistent. For example, both މައުމޫންގެ   maumūnge ‘Maumoon’s’
and މައުމޫނުގެ   maumūnuge may be found as the genitive of the personal name މައުމޫން 
 maumūn̊ ‘Maumoon’, which may itself also appear as މައުމޫނު   maumūnu. But a stem
that ends in /n/ that is not a pronoun, a plural, or a foreign word will trigger insertion of
އު   u like other consonant-final stems. Thus singular ދީން   dīn̊ ‘religion’ forms its genitive
as ދީނުގެ   dīnuge ‘of religion’. When orthographic final ން  is underlyingly /m/, it always
takes the epenthetic އު   u (and changes its spelling to މ   m), so that ކުރުމުގެ   kurumuge
‘of doing’ is the genitive of ކުރުން   kurum̊ ‘doing’.

If the stem ends in a vowel, the outcome depends on what the vowel is. If the vowel
is /u/, the suffix is simply added, with no change of stem. So, for example, ދަތުރު   daturu
‘journey’ becomes locative ދަތުރުގައި   daturugai ‘on the journey’. If the vowel is long or a
diphthong, and is also long or a diphthong underlyingly, then the suffix is also added
without any accompanying stem changes, so that ޖަލްސާ   jalsā ‘assembly’ becomes loca-
tive ޖަލްސާގައި   jalsāgai ‘in the assembly’. However, in the native vocabulary most final
long vowels alternate with short vowel + /l/, so that direct case ބޯ   bō ‘head’, for exam-
ple, corresponds to genitive ބޮލުގެ   boluge ‘of the head’. It can be said in these instances
that the underlying form of the stem ends in the consonant /l/. Most instances of final
/ū/, /ō/ and /ā/ (the latter also sometimes pronounced, and often spelled, /au/) behave
in this way, but only if the word is in the native vocabulary: ޖަލްސާ   jalsā ‘assembly’ is
a loanword.

Table 5.6: Case suffix allomorphy with consonant-final stems

Case Inflectional /n/ Indefinite -ek̊ Other consonant

Genitive -ގެ 
 -ge

-ގެ 
 -ge

-އުގެ 
 -uge

example ކުދިންގެ 
 kudin̊ge
‘children’s’

މީހެއްގެ 
 mīhek̊ge
‘a person’s’

ކުށުގެ 
 kuṣuge
‘crime’s’

Locative ―― -ގައި 
 -gai

-އުގައި 
 -ugai

5 The final /n/ of suffixes and pronouns, or “inflectional n,” is also singled out as a category
by the n-gemination described in Section 3.6.5.
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Table 5.6: (continued)

Case Inflectional /n/ Indefinite -ek̊ Other consonant

example ނޒިާމެއްގައި 
 nizāmek̊gai
‘in a system’

ގޮތުގައި 
 gotugai
‘in the manner’

Ablative/
instrumental

―― ―― -އުން 
 -un̊

example މސަައްކަތުން 
 masakkatun̊
‘with the work’

Dative -ނަށް 
 -naṣ̊ [with
inflectional
n-gemination]

―― -އަށް 
 -aṣ̊

example ކުދިންނަށް 
 kudin̊naṣ̊
‘to the children’

މސަައްކަތަށް 
 masakkataṣ̊
‘to the work’

Sociative -ނާ 
 -nā [with
inflectional
n-gemination]

―― -އާ 
 -ā

example ކުދިންނާ 
 kudin̊nā
‘with the children’

ހައްޤުތަކާ 
 haqqutakā
‘with rights’

If the stem-final vowel is /a/, then /i/ is inserted before the genitive or locative suf-
fix: މިމައްސަލަ   mi-massala ‘this case’ becomes މިމައްސަލައިގައި   mi-massalaigai ‘in this
case’. If the vowel is /e/ or /i/, the vowel is lengthened: ރާއްޖެ   rājje ‘country’ becomes
genitive ރާއްޖޭގެ   rājjēge ‘of the country’, and ތަކެތި   taketi ‘things’ becomes genitive ތަކެތީގެ 
 taketīge ‘of the things’. However, kinship terms, personal names, and personal pro-
nouns take simple -ގެ   -ge and not -އިގެ   -ige. Examples are ބައްޕަ   bappa ‘father’, with
genitive ބައްޕަގެ   bappage ‘father’s’; މޫސަ   mūsa ‘Moosa’, with genitive މޫސަގެ   mūsage
‘Moosa’s’; and އޭނަ   ēna ‘he/she’, with genitive އޭނަގެ   ēnage ‘his/her’. Another excep-
tion is އިއްޔެ   iyye ‘yesterday’, which has the genitive އެއްޔެގެ   iyyege ‘yesterday’s’.
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5.3.2.2 Ablative/instrumental case suffix
As for the ablative/instrumental suffix -ން   -n̊ , it also triggers the epenthesis of އު   u after
a consonant-final stem: ސްކޫލްތައް   skūltak̊ ‘schools’ has the ablative form ސްކޫލްތަކުން 
 skūltakun̊ ‘from the schools’. All nouns that end in /n/ are included in the process
of taking the epethethic /u/ in the ablative/instrumental, unlike in the genitive, as
the “inflectional /n/” that applies to pronouns, human plurals, and associative plurals
does not arise in ablative/instrumental contexts, which must be nonhuman. When
added to vowel-final stems, the ablative/instrumental suffix is -ން   -n̊ after /u/ and /i/,
but -އިން   -in̊ after other vowels. Thus މލާެ   māle ‘Malé’ (the capital of the Maldives) has
the ablative/instrumental މލާެއިން   mālein̊ ‘from Male’, but ސަބަބު   sababu ‘reason’ has
the ablative/instrumental ސަބަބުން   sababun ‘because’ [lit. ‘from the reason’]. As in the
genitive and locative, underlying /l/ resurfaces again: ލޯ   lō ‘eye’ becomes ލޮލުން   lolun̊
‘with/from the eye(s)’ (note that it is impossible to separate the /l/ and the suffix in the
Thaana examples given in Table 5.7 and Table 5.8; the hyphen marking the beginning
of the suffix is therefore placed before the ލ   l).

5.3.2.3 Dative and sociative case suffixes
The dative and sociative case suffixes begin with vowels. In these cases, stems that
end in /u/ drop the /u/: ސަރުކާރު   sarukāru ‘government’ becomes dative ސަރުކާރަށް 
 sarukāraṣ̊ ‘to the government’. After a stem that ends in a vowel other than /u/, a
glide /y/ may be inserted, so that the dative އޭނަ   ēna ‘he/she’ of may be either އޭނަޔަށް 
 ēnayaṣ̊ ‘to him/her’ or އޭނައަށް   ēna-aṣ̊, though the latter is more common in writing. In
the written language, when the glide is not used there is an increased possibility that
a space will intervene between the stem and the suffix, especially in proper names
and foreign words that end in long vowels. Otherwise, the regular morphophonologi-
cal processes discussed in Section 3.6—gemination of inflectional /n/, s-lenition, and
gemination and palatalization in /i/-final stems—are at work.
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5.3.3 Vocative forms

A marginal seventh case is the vocative—marginal in that it is not clear that it is a sin-
gle case rather than a set of strategies used to create vocative forms. Vocative forms
are used in direct address with personal names and certain (usually human) nouns,
such as kinship terms. In some instances it is marked with -އާ   -ā, such as in ވަގާ   vagā
‘thief!’, from direct case ވަގު   vagu ‘thief’. However, in many vocative uses, the vocative
is merely a lengthening of the final segment of the uninflected noun. Thus the vocative
of މަންމަ   mamma ‘mother’ is މަންމާ   mammā, and the vocative of ބޭބެ   bēbe ‘older brother’
is ބޭބޭ   bēbē. This strategy is mostly followed with vowels, but may also be used with
names ending in sibilants, such as އަނަސް   Anas, so that the /s/ is lengthened in its pro-
nunciation. There is no spelling of this lengthened sibilant vocative form. Vocatives of
sibilant-final names may also be formed by adding -އޫ   -ū. Names ending in a nonsi-
bilant consonant may take -އާ   -ā or -އޫ   -ū; the latter will be used to avoid creating a
female name when addressing a male when such pairs of names exist. Thus one might
address އިބްރާހިމް   Ibrāhim as އިބްރާހިމާ   Ibrāhimā, but would use ނަސީމޫ   Nasīmū to avoid
ނަސީމާ   Nasīmā as the vocative of ނަސީމް   Nasīm, because ނަސީމާ   Nasīmā is a female
name.

5.4 Names and kinship terms
Dhivehi personal names and kinterms are in some ways different from other nouns.
They take the associative plural -މެން   -men̊, like personal pronouns. They take the -ގެ 
 -ge rather than the -އިގެ   -ige or -އެގެ   -ege form of the genitive, even when they end in
/a/, /i/, or /e/.

Maldivians are taught that it is rude to say ކަލޭ   kalē ‘you’, in other words, that it is
rude to directly address someone using the second-person pronoun. Using a person’s
name or a kinship term is one way to avoid the use of ކަލޭ   kalē ‘you’. A few Maldivians
also avoid saying އަހަރެން   aharen̊ ‘I’ and will use their own name (or the kinship term
describing their relationship to their interlocutor) to refer to themselves. For more on
the use and non-use of pronouns, see Section 6.2.

5.4.1 Personal names

Dhivehi personal names, being inherently definite, do not take definiteness inflection
except as negative concord (for which see Section 12.7). In this sense they are like pro-
nouns (presented in Section 6.2). Dhivehi names have traditionally tended to be Arabic
and are now required by law to be so. Thus names are often spelled with dotted Thaana
or with sukun on consonants other than the five traditional ones (described in Section
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3.5.1). However, more native-style spellings, without dots and with epenthetic އު   u in
place of sukun, are also used when writing names in Thaana.

Traditionally most Maldivians have had two names, neither of which is a family
surname and either of which may be used as the person’s primary given name. As a
very general tendency, the first name is more likely to be a common, traditional Arabic
one, such as މުޙައްމަދު   muh̤ammadu ‘Mohamed’, and therefore an individual is more
likely to be called by the second name. However, this is a tendency only, and many
people are called by their first names. Some people have used their father’s name as
a quasi-surname, while the nobility often used މަނިކު   maniku (for minor nobility) or
ދީދީ   dīdī (for high nobility of royal descent—also used as a surname in the south of
the country) after their personal names. A person could also be awarded a title, which
would go after their names.

Traditionally, house names served some of the functions of surnames. Houses and
other buildings in the Maldives receive names (rather than—or nowadays in addition
to—street numbers). These names may be in any language and are chosen for their
pleasant associations, such as ފިނިފެންމގާެ   finifen̊mā-ge ‘Rose House’ and ބްރައިޓްސްޓަރ 
 braiṭsṭar̆ ‘Bright Star’. In general, a house name will continue even with a change of
occupants, though there is no law against a change of house name. A business operat-
ing in a building will have its own name, but the building itself will have another, more
permanent one. A person’s house name, placed before the personal name, has tradi-
tionally served the function of a surname if more information is needed as to the iden-
tity of an individual. A person who achieved national fame might instead be known
by his or her island name, placed before the personal name. It is still the case that a
house name or island name (or, in the case of Malé, the name of the city ward) will of-
ten be included when giving someone’s name in a context where they are not known,
for instance in a news report, or when more than one person has the same name.

For individuals now being born, an Arabic name is required, as is some part of
the father’s name as a patronymic. Thus one might have one personal name followed
by both of one’s father’s names, or two personal names followed by one of the fa-
ther’s names. Sometimes the father’s name is preceded by ބިން   bin ‘son’ or ބިންތު   bintu
‘daughter’, but this is optional.

In certain formal written contexts, a man’s name will be preceded by the title
އަލްފޟާިލް   al-fād̤il ‘Mr’, and a woman’s by އަލްފޟާިލާ   al-fād̤ilā ‘Ms’, but these titles are
not used in speech.

Beyond officially registered names, Maldivians use a lot of nicknames. In some
cases a person will use a more English pronunciation of his or her Arabic official name,
as when someone named އާދަމް   ādam prefers to be called Adam (with English pronunci-
ation). There are also some conventional nicknames that go with certain names, such
as އައްޔަ   ayya ‘Ayya’ for ޢަލީ   ʿalī ‘Ali’, އައްމަޑޭ   ammaḍē for އަހްމަދު   ahmadu ‘Ahmed’ , މޯޑް 
 mōḍ for މުޙައްމަދު   muh̤ammadu ‘Mohamed’, or އނާްތު   āntu for އމާިނަތު   āminatu ‘Ami-
nath’. Other nicknames are more idiosyncratic, such as އަންނި   anni ‘Anni’ for former
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President Mohamed Nasheed. Any one individual may have multiple nicknames, used
among different circles of acquaintance. Because individuals with the same name are
relatively common, nicknames and house names are useful means of disambiguation.

5.4.2 Kinship terms

Kinship terms in Dhivehi are often used in place of or in conjunction with personal
names. The use of ބޭބެ   bēbe ‘older brother’ and ދައްތަ   datta ‘older sister’ or ދައިތަ   daita
‘aunt’ is a means of showing respect, both to a variety of relatives and to nonrelatives
such as family friends. The system of kinship terms differs somewhat from island to
island or even from family to family. That shown in Table 5.9 is representative of Malé.
The gender of older relatives is marked in the Dhivehi kin system, but that of younger
relatives is not. The gender of a younger relative can be made explicit by the use of
ފިރިހެން   firihen̊ ‘male’ or އަންހެން   an̊hen̊ ‘female’ before the basic kinship term. Some kin-
ship terms are both descriptive terms and the terms used in actual address (with added
vocative vowel length). Other terms are descriptive but not used in address, analogous
to the way father is rarely used in direct address in modern American English but dad
is. There are more distinctions made in description than there are in address.

Both the descriptive term and the term of address (in the vocative form; the non-
vocatives have short vowels) are shown in Table 5.9, with the specific types of older
siblings broken out in Table 5.10 (but note that the terms for the second- and third-
eldest brothers and sisters may be used in the reverse order in some families). The
element ދޮން   don̊ in a kinship term is a respectful term that may mean ‘eldest’ or ‘step’,
depending on the relationship (compare ‘eldest sister’ and ‘eldest brother’ in Table
5.10 to ‘stepfather’ and ‘stepmother’ in Table 5.11).

Table 5.9: Kinship terms

Relationship Term of address

Mother މަންމަ   mamma މަންމާ   mammā

Father ބައްޕަ   bappa ބައްޕާ   bappā

Child ދަރިފުޅު   darifuḷu or
ކުއްޖާ   kujjā ދަރިފުޅާ   darifuḷā

Grandmother މމާަ   māma މމާާ   māmā

Grandfather ކާފަ   kāfa ކާފާ   kāfā
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Table 5.9: (continued)

Relationship Term of address

Grandchild (of a woman) ދަރިފުޅު  މމާަ  māma darifuḷu ދަރިފުޅާ   darifuḷā

Grandchild (of a man) ދަރިފުޅު  ކާފަ  kāfa darifuḷu ދަރިފުޅާ   darifulā

Great grandmother މުނިމމާަ   munimāma މުނިމމާާ   munimāmā

Great grandfather މުނިކާފަ   munikāfa މުނިކާފާ   munikāfā

Great-great grandmother ހޫރުމމާަ   hūrumāma ހޫރުމމާާ   hūrumāmā

Great-great grandfather ހޫރުކާފަ   hūrukāfa ހޫރުކާފާ   hūrukāfā

Older sister (generic) ދައްތަ   datta ދައްތާ   dattā

Older brother (generic) ބޭބެ   bēbe ބޭބޭ   bēbē

Younger sibling ކޮއްކޮ   kokko ކޮއްކޯ   kokkō

Aunt ބޮޑުދައިތަ   boḍudaita ބޮޑުދައިތާ   boḍudaitā for
eldest,
otherwise ކުޑަދައިތާ 
 kuḍadaitā
or name plus ދައިތާ   daitā

Uncle ބޮޑުބޭބެ   boḍubēbe ބޮޑުބޭބޭ   boḍubēbē   for
eldest,
otherwise ކުޑަބޭބޭ   kuḍabēbē
or name plus ބޭބޭ   bēbē

Wife އަނބިމީހާ   am̆bimīhā ――

Husband ފިރިމީހާ   firimīhā ――

In-laws and step-relatives, where these have specific terms, are shown in Table
5.11. Because of the Maldives’ traditional high rates of divorce and remarriage (Mal-
oney 1980: 343) and increasing rates of polygyny in recent years, step-relatives and half
siblings are common. Generally, half siblings and step-siblings are referred to (and ad-
dressed) as siblings, that is, as ދައްތަ   datta ‘older sister’, ބޭބެ   bēbe ‘older brother’, or
ކޮއްކޮ   kokko ‘younger sibling’. Step-siblings can be more precisely described as, for ex-
ample, ދަރިފުޅު  ދޮންމަންމަގެ  don̊mammage darifuḷu ‘stepmother’s child’. Half-siblings
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Relationship Term of address

Eldest sister ދޮންދައްތަ 
 don̊datta

ދޮންތާ 
 don̊tā

Second-eldest sister ތިއްތައްތަ 
 tittatta

ތިއްތާ 
 tittā

Third-eldest sister ތުއްތައްތަ 
 tuttatta

ތުއްތާ 
 tuttā

Fourth- (or more) eldest
sister

ކުދަދައްތަ 
 kuḍadatta

ކުޑައައްތާ 
 kuḍaattā

Eldest brother ދޮންބޭބެ 
 don̊bēbe

ދޮންބޭ 
 don̊bē

Second-eldest brother ތިއްތބިޭބެ 
 tittibēbe

ތިއްތބިޭ 
 tittibē

Third-eldest brother ތުއްތުބޭބެ 
 tuttubēbe

ތުއްތުބޭ 
 tuttubē

Fourth- (or more) eldest
brother

ކުޑަބޭބެ 
 kuḍabēbe

ކުޑަބޭ 
 kuḍabē

 

Table 5.10: Older siblings

can be more precisely described as being the child of one’s mother or of one’s father, as
in ކޮއްކޮ  އެއްބަނޑު  ek̊-ban̆ḍu kokko ‘lit. one-womb younger sibling’ and ދައްތަ  އެއްބަފާ  ek̊-
bafā datta ‘one-father older sister’. A full sibling can be described with އެއްބަނޑުއެއްބަފާ 
 ek̊-ban̆ḍu-ek̊-bafā ‘full sibling’ lit. ‘one womb one father’, as in ކޮއްކޮ  އެއްބަނޑުއެއްބަފާ
 ek̊-ban̆ḍu-ek̊-bafā kok̊ko ‘full younger sibling’. (The term ބަފާ   bafā is a word for ‘fa-
ther’ that is used in certain descriptive contexts but is not considered polite in direct
address. Similarly, މައި   mai is a term for ‘mother’ that is used in compounds, though in
certain constructions such as this one ބަނޑު   ban̆ḍu ‘belly, womb’ is used instead.)

One usually describes a cousin in the same terms as a sibling, but a cousin can be
more precisely described as being related to one’s self as ދެބެއިންގެދެދަރި   de-beinge-de-
dari ‘cousin’ lit. ‘two children of two siblings’, as in ބޭބެ  ދެބެއިންގެދެދަރި  de-beinge-de-
dari bēbe ‘older male cousin’.

Groups of related people are referred to with special terms that take the human
plural -ން   -n̊. Such terms also tend to have numeric quantifiers describing the total
number of people involved. Representative kin groups are shown in Table 5.12. Note
that while ބެއިން   bein̊ appears to mean ‘older brothers’, it in fact means ‘group of sib-
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Relationship Term of address

Mother-in-law މައިދައިތަ 
 maidaita

މަންމާ 
 mamma lit. ‘mother’

Father-in-law ބަފައިބެ 
 bafaibe

ބައްޕާ 
 bappa lit. ‘father’

Daughter-in-law ޅީދަރިފުޅު 
 ḷī.darifuḷu

ދަރިފުޅާ 
 darifuḷā lit. ‘child’

Son-in-law ދަނބިދަރިފުޅު 
 dam̆bi.darifuḷu

ދަރިފުޅާ 
 darifuḷā lit. ‘child’

Sister-in-law (brother’s
wife or wife’s sister)

ފަހަރި 
 fahari
(pronounced as  fahairi)

ފަހަރީ 
 faharī
(pronounced as  fahairī)

Brother-in-law (sister’s
husband or spouse’s
brother)

ޅިޔަނު 
 ḷiyanu

ޅިޔަނާ 
 ḷiyanā

Stepmother ދޮންމަންމަ 
 don̊mamma

ދައްތާ 
 dattā lit. ‘older sister’

Stepfather ދޮންބައްޕަ 
 donbappa

ބޭބޭ 
 bēbē lit. ‘older brother’

 

Table 5.11: In-laws and step-relatives

lings’. Thus the term ބެއިން  ތިން  tin̊ bein̊ means ‘group of three siblings’ and not just
‘three brothers’. The generic term for family, ޢާއިލާ   ʿāilā, is a loanword from Arabic.

Relationships that are not covered by specific terms are described in terms of those
that are, with appropriate genitive markers. Other people’s relatives are usually de-
scribed with the person’s name and a genitive, as in މަންމަ  އަލީގެ  alīge mamma ‘Ali’s
mother’. However, in some uses a genitive marker is not required to show family re-
lationship, particularly in direct address. In such uses, މައްމަ  އަލީ  alī mamma means
‘Ali’s mother’ and is a polite way to speak to one’s friend Ali’s mother. The genitive
may also be dropped in informal mention of a person, but this is considered casual,
not correct, speech.
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Group term

Parents މައިންބަފައިން 
 main̊-bafain̊ lit. mother.PL-father.PL

Married couple ދެމަފިރިން 
 de-mafirin̊ lit. two-mother.man.PL

High-class married couple ދެކަނބަލުން 
 de-kam̆balun̊ lit. ‘two-lady.PL’ (can also
be used for a group of two ladies)

Group of siblings ބެއިން 
 bein̊ lit. ‘brothers’

Group of three siblings ތިންބެިން 
 tin̊-bein̊ lit. ‘three brothers’

Mother and child ދެމައިން 
 de-main̊ lit. ‘two-mother.PL’

Mother and two children ތިންމައިން 
 tin̊.main̊ lit. ‘three-mother.PL’

 

Table 5.12: Kin groups

5.5 Generic nouns
Dhivehi differs from English in its use of generic nouns. In English, almost anything
(note the word) can be considered a thing. Thus the word thing is particularly generic in
English and can be used to substitute for almost any noun, whether the referent is an
action or an object (especially if it is inanimate or at least nonhuman). In Dhivehi, there
are a number of generic nouns, but none that has the fully generic status of English
thing. އެތި   eti ‘thing’ is used to refer to movable nonhuman objects, including animals.
Supernatural created beings, such as jinn, are also in this category. ތަން   tan̊ ‘place’
is used to refer to geographical locations, body parts, and nonmovable objects such
as houses and trees. ކަން   kam̊ ‘action’ refers to actions, events, and facts, including
purely mental ones. މީހާ   mīhā ‘person’ can be used to refer to any human, while women
and people younger than one’s self can also be generically referred to as ކުއްޖާ   kujjā
‘child, young person’. In the plural, humans can be referred to as މީހުން   mīhun̊ or more
informally as ވެރިން   verin̊ (or ކުދިން   kudin̊ if young). ގޮތް   got̊ ‘way’ refers to the manner
of an action, and ވހާަކަ   vāhaka ‘speech, story’ refers to something that has been said
(an utterance or piece of discourse).

These generic nouns are used together with demonstratives to make anaphoric ref-
erence (e.g., އެކަން   e-kam̊ ‘that action’ to refer to an action that has been mentioned or
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އެވހާަކަ   e-vāhaka ‘that speech’ to refer to something that has been said), although the
proforms އޭނާ   ēnā ‘he/she (that person)’ and މީހާ   mīnā ‘he/she (this person)’ are gener-
ally used instead of singular މީހާ   mīhā ‘person’ with a demonstrative. The plural noun
ވެރިން   verin̊, which usually means ‘leaders’ or ‘owners’ is used with demonstratives
or numeric quantifiers to mean informally ‘folks, a group of people’, so that އެވެރނިް   e-
verin̊ means ‘them/those folks’ and ދެވެރނިް   de-verin̊ means ‘two people’. Just as there
is no single generic noun in Dhivehi, there is also no single generic pronoun meaning
‘it’. For more on demonstratives, pronouns, and pronoun substitutes, see Chapter 6.

5.6 Compounding and derivational noun morphology
In terms of derivational morphology, Dhivehi uses a number of compounding and
suffixing strategies to create new nouns. It is not always clear where the division is
between a suffix and a commonly used final element of compounds. However, I con-
sider elements that are also words and which retain the meaning that they have as
free-standing words to be compounding elements, and ones that either have no free-
standing existence or a different meaning in their free-standing existence to be suf-
fixes.

5.6.1 Collective compounds

Dhivehi often uses compounding to form collective nouns. One such type of compound
joins two representative members of a class to form a collective noun that refers to the
whole class. Examples include ގެރިބަކަރި   geri-bakari ‘cow-sheep’ for ‘livestock’, ކަނޑިބަޑި 
 kan̆ḍi-baḍi ‘sword-gun’ for ‘weapons’, and ރަންރިހި   ran̊-rihi ‘gold-silver’ for ‘precious
metals’.

A second type of collective compound noun is derived through the compounding
of rhyming or reduplicated words. This method is used for more abstract nouns than
the first type. Both elements of this type of compound may be independent words in
the language, or only one of them may be. Examples include ދަތުރުފަތުރު   daturu-faturu
‘travel, journeys of all kinds’ (based on ދަތުރު   daturu ‘journey’ and ފަތުރު   faturu ‘trip,
especially for pleasure’), އާދަކާދަ   āda-kāda ‘customs, tradition’ (based on އާދަ   āda ‘cus-
tom, usage’), and ހޭޑިފޭޑި   hēḍi-fēḍi ‘skills’ (based on ފޭޑި   fēḍi ‘skill’). These are reminis-
cent of the echo-word formations of many South Asian languages, in which a word
is reduplicated and the onset of the second instance is replaced with a default seg-
ment or sequence (Masica 1991: 80–81). Echo-word reduplication adds a meaning of
‘and similar things’. However, unlike in other South Asian languages, the use of these
rhyming doublets in Dhivehi is not productive and the onset of the second member is
not predictable. I therefore call these “rhyming doublets” rather than echo words.
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A third type of collective compound noun is used to describe classes of living
things. These compounds consist of two or three similar elements that are related to
the word for a single member of the class in a semi-regular way, as laid out in Table 5.13.
When there are three elements, the first is the word for the single member, the second
can usually be formed from a reduplication of the first with the addition of the socia-
tive marker or the coordinating conjunctive particle (both of which may be -އާ   -ā), and
the third repeats the second but with vowel changes.⁶ The instance of two members,
for the collective nouns for ‘insects’ in the first row of the table, behaves similarly to
the three-member ones but without the first member. The collective noun for ‘foliage’
is somewhat irregular, and the collective noun for ‘birds’ is quite irregular in that it
uses the two-element collective for ‘insects’ in its formation; this appears to be based
on the fact that the term ސޫފި   sūfi ‘insect, small creature’ once included all egg-laying
animals (Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhivehi Dictionary] 2011). The classes laid out in Table 5.13
are the major classes of living things that are relevant in the Maldivian environment,
there being very few mammal species there.

6 The morphophonemic rules of /s/-lenition and of the alternation of /l/ with long vowels or
[yo] are at work here. See Section 3.6 for these rules.
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Single member Class

ސޫފި 
 sūfi
‘insect, small creature’

ސޫފާސޫފި 
 sūfā-sūfi
‘insects and small creatures as a class/of
all kinds’

ދޫނި 
 dūni
‘bird’

ދޫނިސޫފާސޫފި 
 dūni-sūfā-sūfi
‘birds as a class/of all kinds’

މސަް 
 mas
‘fish’

މސަްމަހމާެހި 
 mas-mahā-mehi
‘fish as a class/of all kinds’

މާ 
 mā
‘flower’

މމާެލމާެލި 
 mā-melā-meli
‘flowers as a class/of all kinds’

ގސަް 
 gas
‘tree, stemmed plant’

ގސަްގަހގާެހި 
 gas-gahā-gehi
‘trees and stemmed plants as a class/of
all kinds’

ފަތް 
 fat̊
‘leaf’

ފަތްޕިލާވެލި 
 fat̊-pilā-veli
‘foliage of all kinds’

ވެޔޮ 
 veyo
‘vine, creeper’

ވެޔޮވެލވާެލި 
 veyo-velā-veli
‘vines, creepers of all kinds’

 

Table 5.13: Collective nouns for classes of living things

5.6.2 Other compounds

Certain compounding elements are used to derive nouns with more-or-less consistent
semantic properties. For example, nouns that refer to measurable properties are de-
rived from other nouns or adjectives through compounding with މނިް   min̊ ‘amount’.
Thus from ހޫނު   hūnu ‘hot’ is derived ހޫނުމނިް   hūnumin̊ ‘temperature’, ބަރު   baru ‘heavy’
yields ބަރުމނިް   barumin̊ ‘weight’, and އުސް   us ‘high’ yields އުސްމނިް   usmin̊ ‘height’.

Individual pieces or collective units of things that might otherwise occur as un-
bounded masses are described with ގަނޑު   gan̆ḍu ‘piece, unit’. Thus ފެން   fen̊ is ‘water’,
but ފެންގަނޑު   fen̊gan̆ḍu is ‘pond’ or ‘lake’. ހަރު   haru is ‘shelf’, but ހަރުގަނޑު   harugan̆ḍu is
a set of shelves, such as a ladder, bookshelf, or rack. The compounding element ގަނޑު 



82 | Nouns and Noun Morphology

 gan̆ḍu ‘piece, unit’ may also be added for pejorative effect. Historically this is the ori-
gin of the first-person deferential pronoun އަޅުގަނޑު   aḷugan̆ḍu ‘I’ lit. ‘slave piece’.

The compounding element މަތި   mati ‘top, surface’ is another common one and is
used to refer to surfaces. Distinguishing the top or surface of something from its en-
tirety is something that Dhivehi does regularly. For example, it is the road surfaces,
or މަގުމަތި   magu-mati, not just the roads މަގު )  magu) themselves, which are described
as paved with asphalt in Malé but covered in white coral sand in the rural (i.e., non-
Malé) islands. When one goes to the beach one should be careful to specify އަތިރިމަތި 
 atiri-mati ‘beach surface’, as without it ދަނީ  އަތިރިޔަށް  atiriyaṣ̊ danī means ‘goes to
the bathroom’, due to the historical use of beaches as latrines. Analogously to މަތި   mati
‘top, surface’, the compounding element ތެރެ   tere ‘inside, interior’ refers to the insides
of structures, as in ގޭތެރެ   gē-tere ‘house interior’. It is the ގޭތެރެ   gē-tere that is cleaned
when one is housecleaning, for example, not the house itself.

The compounding element ފަތި   fati ‘row, strip’ is used to describe things that are
made of many smaller pieces aligned together. Thus a broom made out of the midribs
of palm leaves (known as އިލޮށި   iloṣi) is އިލޮށިފަތި   iloṣi-fati, and a garland of flowers is
މފާަތި   mā-fati, from މާ   mā ‘flower’. ކޮޅު   koḷu means ‘bit’, ‘end’ or ‘piece’, and is used very
much like ‘some’ or ‘a bit of’ in English. An example is ދުވަސްކޮޅު   duvas-koḷu ‘day bit’,
meaning ‘some days’ or ‘a bit of time’.

When noun-noun compounds are made, it is common for a consonant-final first
element to acquire a final -އު   -u. Thus ރުކުރާ   ruku-rā ‘palm toddy’ is formed from ރުއް 
 ruk̊ ‘palm (tree)’, and އަތުމސަައްކަތް   atu-masakkat̊ ‘handcraft, skilled craft’ from އަތް   at̊
‘hand’. However, this is by no means a hard-and-fast rule. The aforementioned exam-
ples coexist with others that do not show the extra -އު   -u, such as އަތްބައި   at̊-bai ‘hand
of cards’ lit. ‘hand part’. In general, the common compounding elements discussed in
the above paragraphs do not trigger the addition of the -އު   -u.

When names of islands enter into compound or collocated expressions as the first
element, those ending in އި   i or އެ   e lengthen the vowel, as in ބޯޓްޔާޑް  އަލިފުށީ  alifuṣī
bōṭyāḍ ‘Alifushi boatyard’ and މީހެއް  މލާޭ  mālē mīhek̊ ‘a Malé person’. Given the re-
lational meaning of these noun-noun collocations, the place names in such colloca-
tions are interpreted as reduced genitives by speakers. In compounding with the fi-
nal element އަތޮޅު   atoḷu ‘atoll’, the proper names of atolls that end in އޫ   ū shorten
their final vowel. Thus the name އައްޑޫ   aḍḍū ‘Addu’ becomes އައްޑުއަތަޅު   aḍḍu-atoḷu
‘Addu Atoll’ and ހުވަދޫ   huvadū ‘Huvadhoo’ becomes ހުވަދުއަތޮޅު   huvadu-atoḷu ‘Huvad-
hoo Atoll’. This length alternation is not generally reflected in the conventional Ro-
manization of these place names, Addu being conventionally Romanized with a short
vowel and Huvadhoo usually with a long one.
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5.6.3 Derivational morphology

Abstract nouns may be derived from adjectives or from other nouns with the addition
of the suffix -ކަން   -kam̊, which is analogous in function to English ‘-ness’, ‘-hood’,
or ‘-ship’. Examples are ރަސްކަން   raskam̊ ‘reign, kingship’, from ރަސް   ras ‘king’, and
ރީތިކަން   rītikam̊ ‘beauty’, from ރީތި   rīti ‘beautiful’. This derivational process is very com-
mon, and Dhivehi lexicography even recognizes nouns derived from adjectives by this
means as comprising their own lexical category, that of adjectival noun. The suffix
-ކަން   -kam̊ is identical in form to the generic noun ކަން   kam̊ ‘action, fact’, which also
acts as a complementizer (as in Section 13.2). Understanding the range of uses of ކަން 
 kam̊ presents a challenge to the learner.

There is no general agentive suffix in Dhivehi analogous to English -er or -or in
words like plumber or actor. Many terms describing professions or habitual actions are
therefore phrasal, such as މީހާ  ފިހާ ޕނާް  pān̊ fihā mīhā ‘baker’, lit. ‘bread-baking person’.
However, nouns referring to people who possess a particular quality (as opposed to
doing a certain thing) may be derived from adjectives referring to those qualities by
the addition of the human definite singular -އާ   -ā or the human plural -ން   -n̊, so that,
for example, އެހީތެރި   ehīteri ‘helpful’ becomes އެހީތެރިޔާ   ehīteriyā ‘helper, assistant’ or
އެހީތެރިން   ehīterin̊ ‘helpers, assistants’. While the English gloss of these words focuses
on the people’s deeds, the Dhivehi words are constructed to reflect their properties
(e.g., of helpfulness).

Similarly, the word ވެރިޔާ   veriyā (the human definite form, ވެރިން   verin̊ in the plu-
ral form), which means ‘leader’, ‘ruler’, ‘owner’, or ‘one who is in control’ may be
used as a compounding element with a noun to derive certain terms describing profes-
sions. Thus އަތޮޅުވެރިޔާ   atoḷu-veriyā means ‘atoll chief’, އިލްމުވެރިޔާ   ilmu-veriyā means
‘scholar’ (lit. ‘owner/controller of knowledge’), and މސަްވެރިޔާ   mas-veriyā means ‘fish-
erman’ (lit. ‘owner/controller of fish’). Because ވެރި   veri can be either an adjectival suf-
fix or a noun, there is little (or perhaps no) difference between this compounding with
ވެރިޔާ   veriyā and the derivation of human nouns from adjectives by the addition of -އާ 
 -ā described in the previous paragraph other than the fact that a free-standing noun
ވެރިޔާ   veriyā exists and a free-standing *ތެރިޔާ   *teriyā⁷ does not. Thus this can be con-
sidered either compounding (with the noun ވެރިޔާ   veriyā) or derivational morphology
(with ވެރި   veri and -އާ   -ā).

7 In *ތެރިޔާ   *teriyā, the asterisk indicates that the word quoted is not attested in Dhivehi and is
therefore incorrect.
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Many words, however, may be used as either adjectives or nouns depending on
their context. For example, ތަފތާު   tafātu may be either ‘difference’ or ‘different’, and
އަވަސް   avas may be either ‘speed’ or ‘fast’.⁸

The derivation of verbal nouns is discussed in Section 8.3.3.3. Verbal nouns are
derived from verbs but take nominal inflection. Their function corresponds to English
gerunds and (in the dative case) certain uses of infinitives, as well as of nouns referring
to actions. Thus the verbal noun ގެއްލުން   gellum̊ ‘lose.VN’ could translate as ‘losing’, ‘to
lose’ (if in the dative case), or ‘loss’.

5.7 Children’s terms
Some nouns take special suffixes in speech directed to small children. These suffixes
include ތޫތު   tūtu, used for insects and reptiles, as in ހޯނުތޫތު   hōnu-tūtu ‘gecko’, and ކަލޯ 
 kalō, used for mammals and birds, as in މކާަނާކަލޯ   mākanā-kalō ‘heron’.

5.8 Honorific suffixes
Nouns that refer to the possessions, kin, or characteristics of the highest-status indi-
viduals, those who receive ބސަް  އެންމެމތާް  emme-māt̊ bas ‘most noble speech’ (such as
scholars, doctors, executives, and members of parliament), participate in the system of
honorific marking introduced in Section 4.3. Two suffixes are used to make high-level
honorifics, -ފުޅު   -fuḷu and -ކޮޅު   -koḷu. The suffix -ފުޅު   -fuḷu is used to mark nouns re-
ferring to a high-status person’s body parts, kin, personal characteristics (e.g., name,
age, health), statements, actions, mental processes, etc. These are what are consid-
ered inalienable possessions in that they are not things that can be dissociated from
the person who has them.

The suffix -ކޮޅު   -koḷu is used to mark nouns referring to a high-status person’s
goods, i.e., their alienable possessions. This morpheme is identical in form to the ކޮޅު 
 koḷu mentioned in Section 5.6.2 as meaning ‘bit (of)’ or ‘some’. Both derive from the
word meaning ‘side’, ‘end’, or ‘bit’, but the uses are different. As an honorific the mor-
pheme adds no meaning other than to mark the honorific status of the possessed noun,
but presumably the origin of this use is in a distancing effect—in other words, one did
not make direct reference to a high-status person’s possessions but to the side of their
possessions.

Despite the alienable/inalienable division between the two honorific suffixes, there
is in practice some overlap in the use of the two suffixes: for example, both މސުާރަކޮޅު 

8 One may be tempted to say that adjectives and nouns form a single lexical class in Dhivehi,
and indeed they have many things in common. However, adjectives may be used as predicators
(like verbs), and nouns may not. See Section 12.1.1.
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 musāra-koḷu and މސުާރަފުޅު   musāra-fuḷu are attested as honorifics of މސުާރަ   musāra
‘salary’. In the exceptional case of the word ދަރިފުޅު   dari-fuḷu ‘child’, the -ފުޅު   -fuḷu
suffix has lost its honorific meaning and is required in order to avoid rudeness when
speaking about a child of any social status.

The names of Islamic prophets take the suffix -ގެފނާު   -gefānu, as in މުޙައްމަދުގެފނާު 
 muh̤ammadu-gefānu ‘(the prophet) Mohamed’. This helps to disambiguate reference
to prophets from reference to the many other people with the same name. The title of
‘king’, ރަސް   ras, also takes the -ގެފނާު   -gefānu suffix. A similar honorific suffix, -ފނާު 
 fānu, appears on certain awarded titles, such as ކިލެގެފނާު   kilegefānu ‘a person who has
been been granted the highest rank, that of kilege’ (also ކިލަގެފނާު   kilagefānu), ކަލޭގެފނާު 
 kalēgefānu ‘a traditional title awarded to commoners’, and ތަކުރުފނާު   takurufānu ‘a ti-
tle awarded to minor nobility’. The title މަނިކުފނާު   manikufānu was traditionally award-
ed only to those already in the high nobility, but is nowadays used in addressing or re-
ferring to especially high-ranking individuals such as the president or an ambassador
(see Section 6.2).

Plural suffixes and case endings follow honorific marking, as in އާދަމުގެފނާުގެ   ādamu-
gefānu-ge ‘(the Patriarch) Adam’s’ or ނަންފުޅުތައް   nam̊-fuḷu-tak̊ ‘names (hon.)’.





6 Demonstratives, Pro-forms, and Noun
Modifiers

This chapter turns to a number of lexical categories that are associated with or mod-
ify nouns: demonstratives, pronouns and other proforms, quantifiers, and adjectives.
While adjectives differ from the other categories in this chapter in being an open class
of content words, they display very little morphology and are therefore included in this
chapter with more minor categories.

6.1 Demonstratives
Demonstratives are function words that help to indicate which particular thing is be-
ing talked about, like this and that in English. Dhivehi has three demonstratives, which
fill a variety of grammatical roles and are very frequently used. In contrast to English,
which makes two-way contrasts between this and that, and here and there, Dhivehi dis-
plays three degrees of contrast in its demonstratives: near me (the speaker), near you
(the audience), and elsewhere (near neither the speaker nor the hearer). މި   mi ‘here/by
me’ is used to indicate proximity to the speaker. ތި   ti or ތިޔަ   tiya ‘by you’ indicates prox-
imity to the hearer. Of these two audience-proximate forms, ތި   ti is far more common
in speech, while ތިޔަ   tiya is often used in writing. The demonstrative އެ   e ‘there/over
there’ indicates a place that is neither near the speaker nor the hearer, often out of sight.
These words may be used as demonstrative pronouns (as in example 6.1), as demon-
strative determiners (modifying a noun, as in example 6.2), or as adverbs (modifying a
verb, as in example 6.3, which also contains examples of the demonstrative used as a
determiner). To these three well-known types of demonstratives, Diessel (1999) adds a
fourth category, the identificational type (used in presentational sentences like This is
John), which differs in some languages from the demonstratives used in descriptions
like 6.1. The identificational use is also filled by the same set of three lexical items in
Dhivehi.

In the glosses in the following examples, the demonstratives are labeled as DEM1
for the ‘near speaker’ (first person) demonstrative.¹ Also used in this grammar are
DEM2 for the ‘near addressee’ (second person) demonstrative, and the DEM3 for the
‘other’ (third person) demonstrative. Demonstratives are usually written as prefixes
when they modify a noun or verb.²

1 In 6.3, the word spelled ރާއްޖޭ   rājjē is more usually spelled ރާއްޖެ   rājje ‘country’.
2 Because demonstratives are highly dependent on their context, this chapter contains a
number of phrasal or sentential examples in advance of the chapters later in this grammar
which present the various relevant syntactic constructions. Especially relevant here are
Chapter 10 on noun phrases and Chapter 12 on basic sentences. Examples that appear to be
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(6.1) ކަމެއް. ސަމލާުކަންދޭންޖެހޭނެ ބޮޑަށް ވަރަށް މިއީ
mi=ī
DEM1=COP

varaṣ̊
very

boḍaṣ̊
greatly

samālu.kam̊_dēn̊_jehēne
attention_give.INF_need.to.FUT.PTCP

kam-ek̊
matter-INDF
‘This is a matter that will have to be given great attention.’ (MI)

(6.2) ސޮއި މިތިންކުޅުންތެރިންގެ
mi=tin̊_kuḷum̊teri-n̊-ge
DEM1=three_athlete-PL-GEN

soi
signature

‘the signatures of these three athletes’ (MI)

(6.3) މިޙލާަތުގައެވެ. މިއޮތީ މިރާއްޖޭ މިއަދު،
miadu
today

mi=rājjē
DEM1=country

mi=otī
DEM1=be.lying.PRS.FOC

mi=h̤ālatu-ga=eve
DEM1=situation.LOC=END
‘Today this country is here in this situation.’ (HD)

Dhivehi demonstratives do not display number inflection, so that, for example, މި 
 mi may mean either ‘this’ or ‘these’. Like English this and that, މި   mi ‘this’ and އެ   e
‘that’ are also used to refer to things that have been mentioned in the discourse, re-
gardless of their physical presence. ތި(ޔަ)   ti(ya) ‘by you’ is used in conversation to refer
to something one’s interlocutor has mentioned, but it is unlikely to be encountered in
decontextualized written discourse such as newspaper articles.

When demonstratives are used to modify verbs they often convey the information
that would otherwise be lost when subject pronouns are omitted. In other words, while
the demonstrative is literally an adverb describing the place of an action, it is often
used to convey the identity of the doer of the action. An example using the second-
person demonstrative is shown in 6.4.

(6.4) ތިދަނީ؟ ކޮންތާކަށް
kon̊tāk-aṣ̊
where-DAT

ti=danī?
DEM2=go.PRS.CONT

‘Where are [you] going (there by you)?’ (SC)

complete sentences but are in fact excerpts from a larger sentence are not given periods in the
Dhivehi and are translated without initial capitals and periods in the English.
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However, because literally speaking such a demonstrative only describes the place
of an action, the demonstrative is not guaranteed to be of the same person as the sub-
ject, as someone other than the speaker could be doing something that the speaker
would still characterize as ‘here’ due to the place or discourse salience of the action.
In 6.5, for example, the subject is not the speaker and is in fact explicitly stated. Even
if the subject of 6.5 were not explicitly stated, however, it would still be clear that the
subject is not the speaker because the verb is honorific (see Section 8.1.2 for honorific
verbs). Honorific verbs are never first person (though there are some reports of mis-
taken use of honorific first persons by individuals who do not fully control the hon-
orific registers).

(6.5) އެވހާަކަތައް ދަތުރުފުޅުގައވިެސް މިކުރައްވާ އައްޑުއަތޮޅަށް މައުމޫން ރައީސް
ތަކުރާރުކުރައްވނާޭ

raīs
president

maumūn
Maumoon

aḍḍu_atoḷ-aṣ̊
Addu_Atoll-DAT

mi=kuravvā
DEM1_do.HON.PRS.PTCP

daturu-fuḷu-gai=ves
trip-HON-LOC=EMPH

e=vāhaka-tak̊
DEM3=speech-PL

takurāru_kuravvānē
repetition_do.HON.FUT.PTCP

‘even on the trip which President Maumoon is making here to Addu Atoll,
he will repeat those speeches’ (HD)

Demonstratives that modify nouns are also used, in combination with those nouns,
as ways to avoid using pronouns. This is described more in Section 6.2.

When a demonstrative modifies a noun, that noun is usually in the definite form,
as opposed to the indefinite or unspecified. However, demonstratives may occur with
indefinite or unspecified nouns in two types of constructions. One of those is when the
nouns refer to general or hypothetical situations, as in 6.6.

(6.6) އެމީހަކު ވެއްޖެނަމަ ޕޮޒިޓިވް ޓެސްޓްކުރުމަށްފަހު އަށް އިންފުލުއެންޒާ-އޭ އެމީހުން
ޓެސްޓްކުރެވޭނެ ރޯގާއަށް އޫރު ވަގުތުން

e=mīh-un̊
DEM3=person-PL

infuluenzā-ē
influenza A

aṣ̊
DAT

ṭesṭ_kurum-aṣ̊_fahu
test_do.VN-DAT_after

poziṭiv
positive

vejje-nama
be.PRF-COND

e=mīh-aku
DEM3=person-UNSP

vagutu.n
immediately

ūru
pig

rōgā-aṣ
flu-DAT

ṭesṭ_kurevēne
test_be.done.FUT.PTCP
‘after testing those people for influenza A, if [a test] is positive, that
person will immediately be tested for swine flu’ (HD)

The other situation in which a non-definite noun co-occurs with a demonstrative
is when indefinite marking is used as negative concord, as in 6.7. For more on negative
concord see Section 12.7.
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(6.7) ނުކުރެވެއެވެ. ފުރިހަމައެއް އެކަމެއް އަދިވެސް އެހެންނަމަވެސް،
ehen̊.nama.ves
nevertheless

adi=ves
still=EMPH

e=kam-ek̊
DEM3=action-INDF

furihama-ek̊
complete-INDF

nu=kureve=eve
NEG=be.done.PRS.3=END
‘Nevertheless, that is still not being fulfilled.’ (HD)

Demonstrative pronouns are used as resumptive subject pronouns when the sub-
ject of a sentence is topicalized, as in 6.8. ³

(6.8) ރަށެއް. ކުޑަ ކުޑަ ވަރަށް އެއީ މީދޫ
mīdū
Meedhoo

e-ī
DEM3-COP

varaṣ̊
very

kuḍa
small

kuḍa
small

raṣ-ek̊
island-INDF

‘Meedhoo, it’s a very small little island.’ (SC)

6.2 Personal pronouns and pro-forms
Personal pronouns are pronouns that specify a particular speech act participant, as
English I indicates first person (the speaker), and you indicates second person (the ad-
dressee). Dhivehi personal pronouns are somewhat complicated in their variety and
their use. True pronouns exist for first person and second person, and there are also
forms created from demonstratives joined to a bound root for third-person human sin-
gular forms (which Bhat 2004 would call pro-forms rather than true pronouns because
of their inclusion of a demonstrative element). However, not all combinations of per-
son, number, humanness, and honorific status have pronouns or even bound-root pro-
forms in general use in the modern standard language. There are no actual pronouns
for third-person human plural, for third-person non-human, or for second- or third-
person honorific reference. Instead of pronouns, phrases consisting of a demonstra-
tive and a noun are used, which I call pro-phrases.

Additionally, pronouns that do exist are often avoided. To say ކަލޭ   kalē ‘you’ is
considered rude in modern standard Dhivehi. A non-Malé form, ތަ   ta ‘you’, exists in
certain non-Malé dialects and is not considered rude by speakers of the dialects that

3 Resumptive pronouns are pronouns that restate a grammatical role that has already been
filled in a sentence. For example, it is a resumptive pronoun for the book in This is the book that
I don’t know who read it. Topicalization is a means of establishing a phrase as the topic of
discussion, usually by placing it at the beginning of a sentence. As Dhivehi subjects are usually
first in the sentence anyway, the use of a resumptive pronoun shows that a subject is
topicalized.
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use it; but it has not been adopted as a substitute for ކަލޭ   kalē ‘you’ in the Malé standard
dialect. Some speakers also avoid އަހަރެން   aharen̊ ‘I’, though others feel the avoidance
of އަހަރެން   aharen̊ sounds coy or pretentious. Names (including one’s own), kinship
terms, noun phrases beginning with demonstratives, and demonstratives used with
verbs (as exemplified in 6.4) are all ways of identifying referents when a pronoun is to
be avoided or does not exist in the modern standard language. The finite verb, if any, of
a sentence employing pronoun avoidance will agree with the avoided pronoun rather
than with a substituted noun phrase. Speakers also report that some people will use
the English pronouns you and/or I in order to avoid Dhivehi pronouns—a usage that
they say originated in Addu, where there was a British military base for some years in
the mid-twentieth century. This usage has not become established in Malé, however.

6.2.1 First- and second-person pronouns and phrases

The first- and second-person pronouns that are most basic in the Malé dialect are shown
in their various case forms in Table 6.1 and Table 6.2. Since they refer to people, first-
and second-person pronouns take only the direct, genitive, dative, and sociative cases;
like human nouns, they do not take the locative or ablative/instrumental case. The
form of the sociative case given here is the prescriptively correct -އާ   -ā, but -އާއި   -āi is
often encountered as well. As shown in the tables, first-person pronouns and second-
person true pronouns (non-demonstratives) take the suffix -މެން   -men̊ in the plural.

Speakers from Malé will use both އަހަރެން   aharen ‘I’ and މަ   ma ‘I’ for the first-person
singular pronoun in plain (i.e., non-honorific) speech. Although އަހަރެން   aharen ‘I’ is
perhaps the more usual Malé form, certain set expressions, such as ނޭނގޭ  މަށަކަށް
 maṣakaṣ̊ nēn̆gē ‘I don’t know’, typically call for މަ   ma.

The deferential first person އަޅުގަނޑު   aḷugan̆ḍu ‘I’ [lit. ‘slave piece’], analogous to
historical English thy/your servant, is used when speaking to individuals who merit
either mid-level or high-level honorifics. The plural form, އަޅުގަނޑުމެން   aḷugan̆ḍumen̊
‘we (hon)’, illustrates the function of the associative plural in pronouns. The speaker
is being deferential when using އަޅުގަނޑު   aḷugan̆ḍu and putting him- or herself down,
but since the associative plural simply means ‘and others’, using the plural merely
includes others in the statement; it does not put them down in any way. Thus the re-
cipient of the honorific can be (and often is) included in އަޅުގަނޑުމެން   aḷugan̆ḍumen̊
without insult.

The first-person singular pronouns display some irregularities. މަ   ma takes ށ   ṣ
before vowel-initial suffixes and also has the irregular genitive މަގޭ   magē, with a long
vowel in the suffix. The first-person pronoun އަހަރެން   aharen̊ has a short form އަހަން- 
 ahan- that appears with vowel-initial suffixes: އަހަރެން   aharen̊ ‘I’ becomes އަހަންނަށް 
 ahannaṣ̊ ‘to me’ and އަހަންނާ(އި)   ahannā(i) ‘with me’, although these short forms are
not invariably used. As per the morphophonological processes described in Section
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1st person singular 1st person plural

Neutral Deferential Neutral Deferential

Direct އަހަރެން 
 aharen̊
މަ 
 ma

އަޅުގަނޑު 
 aḷugan̆ḍu

އަހަރުމެން 
 aharumen̊ ∼

އަހަރެމެން 
 aharemen̊
މަމެން 
 mamen̊

އަޅުގަނޑުމެން 
 aḷugan̆ḍumen̊

Genitive އަހަރެންގެ 
 aharen̊ge

މަގޭ 
 magē

އަޅުގަނޑުގެ 
 aḷugan̆ḍuge

އަހަރުމެންގެ 
 aharumen̊ge ∼

އަހަރެމެންގެ 
 aharemen̊ge

މަމެންގެ 
 mamen̊ge

އަޅުގަނޑުމެންގެ 
 aḷugan̆ḍumen̊ge

Dative އަހަންނަށް 
 ahan̊naṣ̊ ∼

އަހަރެންނަށް 
 aharen̊naṣ̊

މަށަށް 
 maṣaṣ̊

އަޅުގަނޑަށް 
 aḷugan̆ḍaṣ̊

އަހަރުމެންނަށް 
 aharumen̊naṣ̊
∼

އަހަރެމެންނަށް 
 aharemen̊naṣ̊

މަމެންނަށް 
 mamen̊naṣ̊

އަޅުގަނޑުމެންނަށް 
 aḷugan̆ḍumen̊naṣ̊

Sociative އަހަންނާ 
 ahan̊nā ∼

އަހަރެންނާ 
 aharen̊nā
މަށާ 
 maṣā

އަޅުގަނޑާ 
 aḷugan̆ḍā

އަހަރުމެންނާ 
 aharumen̊nā ∼

އަހަރެމެންނާ 
 aharemen̊nā

އަޅުގަނޑުމެންނާ 
 aḷugan̆ḍumen̊nā

 

Table 6.1: 1st person pronouns

3.6, އަހަން-   ahan- and other pronouns whose stems end in /n/ geminate the /n/ before
vowel-initial case endings as well as before other vowel-initial suffixes.

As well as the standard forms shown in Table 6.1, others exist, such as the old-
fashioned first-person އަހުރެން   ahuren̊ with plural އަހުރެމެން   ahuremen̊, and the non-
standard އަހަރުން   aharun̊, which is considered by some speakers to be a contracted form
of އަހަރުމެން   aharumen̊ ‘we’ but used by others as a singular. There is also a special first-
person pronoun, އަޅު   aḷu lit. ‘slave’ (with plural އަޅުމެން   aḷumen̊), used when address-
ing God. This special deferential first-person pronoun is one of the elements that make
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speech to and about God somewhat different from other honorific speech and consti-
tute the highest subdivision of high-level honorifics. Yet another first-person pronoun,
އަޅާ   aḷā (with plural އަޅަމެން   aḷamen̊), may be used either when addressing God or when
addressing one’s lover in romantic poetry.

The plain second-person pronoun is shown in Table 6.2. The final vowel of the
second-person pronoun ކަލޭ   kalē is underlyingly long rather than being formed from
a short vowel plus /l/ as many other final long vowels are (see Section 3.6.3); thus it
shortens before a vowel-initial suffix. It is not considered polite to use ކަލޭ   kalē in mod-
ern standard Dhivehi, as it is said to sound accusatory. The pronoun is thus usually
avoided but will crop up when speakers are stressed or angry. Also show in Table 6.2
is the most common demonstrative pro-phrase used in place of a second-person hon-
orific pronoun.

In addition to the standard (but taboo) ކަލޭ   kalē ‘you’ shown in Table 6.2, speakers
from some rural (i.e. non-Malé) islands use ތަ   ta ‘you’, which is not taboo, as speakers
of rural dialects do not share the same concerns about using second-person pronouns.
It is not used in Malé, however. Speakers also recognize the pronoun ކަލާ   kalā, a liter-
ary second-person form used between lovers in stories, but they do not use it in actual
speech. The national dictionary (Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhivehi Dictionary] 2011) lists އިނބަ 
 im̆ba as a (non-honorific) pronoun meaning ‘you’, but the clearly related އިބަ   iba as
an honorific second-person pronoun. However, a consultant from Malé considers the
two forms to be equivalent and honorific. It is not common in Malé, outside of religious
contexts. On the other hand, fieldwork by Jonathon Lum (p.c.) finds that އިނބަ   im̆ba
is commonly used as a non-honorific second-person pronoun in Laamu Atoll, so the
difference in honorific status (and the presence or absence of the prenasalization) ap-
pears to be regionally determined. In slang young people may say ކަޔޭ   kayē, which is
not considered correct but has the advantage of not (quite) being the taboo form. Dic-
tionaries (both Reynolds 2003 and the national Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhivehi Dictionary]
2011) list the second-person pronoun ތުފުރެން   tufuren̊ ‘you’ (and Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhi-
vehi Dictionary] 2011 gives its plural, ތުފުރެމެން   tufuremen̊ ‘you (pl.)’), but this pronoun
is no longer current in the language.

The personal pronouns constitute one area in which the Dhivehi system of hon-
orifics is relevant. As mentioned, the deferential first-person forms display respect
to the addressee by demoting the speaker. These first-person forms are historically
formed from the word އަޅު   aḷu ‘slave’, but they are now simply pronouns, as the use of
the pronoun/name plural -މެން   -men̊ indicates. The honorific demonstrative phrases
used in place of second-person pronouns elevate the addressee. The honorific and def-
erential pronouns are the ones usually used in formal registers of writing.

The honorific second-person demonstrative phrases are made with the addressee-
demonstrative ތި(ޔަ)   ti(ya) ‘by you’, followed by an appropriate noun. Thus one ad-
dresses a high-status person as ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅާ   ti(ya)bēfuḷā, literally ‘the aristocrat near you’.
Similarly, one could address members of parliament as either ތިޔަބޭފުޅުން   tiyabēfuḷun̊
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2nd person singular 2nd person plural

Plain Honorific Plain Honorific

Direct ކަލޭ 
 kalē

ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅާ 
 ti(ya)bēfuḷā,
‘you.HON’

lit. ‘the aristocrat
near you’

ކަލޭމެން 
 kalēmen̊

ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅުން 
 ti(ya)bēfuḷun̊,
‘you.HON.PL’

lit. ‘the aristocrats
near you’

Genitive ކަލޭގެ 
 kalēge

ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅގާެ 
 ti(ya)bēfuḷāge

ކަލޭމެންގެ 
 kalēmen̊ge

ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅުންގެ 
 ti(ya)bēfuḷun̊ge

Dative ކަލެއަށް 
 kaleaṣ̊

ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅއާަށް 
 ti(ya)bēfuḷāaṣ̊

ކަލޭމެންނަށް 
 kalēmen̊naṣ̊

ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅުންނަށް 
 ti(ya)bēfuḷun̊naṣ̊

Sociative ކަލެއާ 
 kaleā

ކަލޭމެންނާ 
 kalēmen̊nā

ތި(ޔަ)ބޭފުޅުންނާ 
 ti(ya)bēfuḷun̊nā

 

Table 6.2: 2nd person pronouns and pro-phrases

‘you aristocrats’, literally ‘the aristocrats near you’, or މެންބަރުން  ތިޔަ މަޖިލީހުގެ  majilīhuge
tiya mem̊barun̊ ‘you parliament members,’ lit. ‘the parliament members near you’.
Other forms of second-person address (not necessarily honorific) can also be created
by adding ތި(ޔަ)   ti(ya) ‘by you’ to a human noun, such as in ތިޔަބައިމީހުން   tiyabaimīhun̊
‘you people’, literally ‘the group of people near you’, which may be used instead of
ކަލޭމެން   kalēmen̊ ‘you (pl)’, particularly in religious contexts such as when addressing
a congregation. Some people use ތީނާ   tīnā ‘you’ lit. ‘the person near you’ (by analogy
with އޭނާ   ēnā ‘he/she’ [lit. ‘that person’] and މނީާ   mīnā ‘he/she’ [lit. ‘this person’] in Sec-
tion 6.2.2) to avoid ކަލޭ   kalē ‘you’, but this is not widespread. It is said to have originated
in a Malé girls’ school and not to have spread very far beyond its students.

Not all uses of ތި(ޔަ)   ti(ya) ‘by you’ create second-person reference. If ތި(ޔަ)   ti(ya) is
combined with a noun that is not human, the result simply refers to an object near to
or belonging to the addressee.

6.2.2 Third-person pro-forms and pro-phrases

The nonhonorific human third-person singular pro-forms are އޭނާ   ēnā ‘he/she (over
there)’ (or އޭނަ   ēna) and މނީާ   mīnā ‘he/she (over here)’ (or މނީަ   mīna), the forms with
long vowels being considered better prescriptively. The demonstratives އެ   e ‘there/that’
and މި   mi ‘here/this’ can be detected in their composition, but the second part (the
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-ނާ   -nā) has no independent meaning in the modern language. There are actually
no other commonly used third-person pro-forms that consist of a single word rather
than a phrase, although the archaic އެއުރެން   euren̊ ‘they’ may occasionally still be met
with in some contexts. The modern human plurals އެމީހުން   e-mīhun̊ ‘those people’ and
އެބައމިީހުން   e-bai-mīhun̊ ‘that group of people’ are phrases rather than simple pronouns,
as becomes obvious when a quantifier intervenes between the demonstrative and the
noun, as in އެދެމީހުން   e-de-mīhun̊ ‘those two people’. Additionally, there is no word in
Dhivehi that translates as (nonhuman) ‘it’. As also mentioned in Section 5.5, demon-
strative phrases with generic nouns are used instead.

The third-person pro-forms and demonstrative pro-phrases with generic nouns
are shown in Table 6.3, using the more typical demonstrative އެ   e ‘there/that’. Note
that despite the spelling of އެއެއްޗެހި   eeccehi ‘they, those things’ (with a sequence of
initial vowels), it is pronounced as though it were simply އޭއްޗެހި   ēccehi (with a single
long vowel). Forms with މި   mi ‘here/this’ can also be used depending on the location
or discourse salience of the referent. Forms with ތި   ti ‘that near you’ also occur with
non-human nouns to indicate things that are near or associated with the listener. If ތި 
 ti ‘that near you’ is used with a human noun, however, the result is a pro-phrase with
second-person reference, as discussed in Section 6.2.1. To refer to a person near the
addressee, forms with either މި   mi or އެ   e may be used in combination with a human
noun.

The pro-phrases in Table 6.3 are formed from demonstratives combined with nouns
to create a noun phrase. As noun phrases rather than pronouns, they form their plurals
like other nouns (adding -ން   -n̊ for humans and -ތައް   -tak̊ for non-humans) instead of
taking the pronominal plural -މެން   -men̊. In addition to those shown in Table 6.3, there
are also many other words that may be used to refer to entities or concepts that have
previously been brought up in the discourse. Thus, for example, the English language
might be referred to as އެބަސް   e-bas ‘that language’ after it has been introduced as a
topic.

A plain demonstrative, އެ   e ‘that’ or މި   mi ‘this’ (or even ތި   ti ‘that by you’) can also
be used instead of a more explicit pro-phrase in certain contexts where English would
use ‘it’, such as with topicalization, as in 6.8.

As with first- and second-person pronouns and pro-phrases, the honorific system
is relevant to third-person pro-forms and pro-phrases. Honorific pro-phrases are used
to talk about people of high status. While އެބޭފުޅާ   ebēfuḷā ‘he/she (high hon)’ is most
common, mid-level honorifics also exist, and more special honorifics are used for peo-
ple with ultra-high status (such as a president or ambassador) and for prophets and
God, as shown in Table 6.4. Such individuals are not referred to as އޭނާ   ēnā ‘he/she’.
The forms given for the mid-level honorifics (the first two rows of Table 6.4) appear to
be in the plural, but speakers report that these are used for the singular as well. The
high-level honorifics are given in the singular, but plural forms also exist (with the -ން 
 n̊ human plural suffix).
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Singular Plural

Human އޭނާ 
 ēnā ∼

އޭނަ 
 ēna
‘he/she’

އެމީހުން 
 emīhun̊
‘they’ [lit. ‘those people’]

އެބައމިީހުން 
 ebaimīhun̊
‘they’ [lit. ‘that group of people’]

އެވެރނިް 
 everin̊
‘they’ [lit. ‘those folks’]

Movable object
or animal

އޭތި 
 ēti
‘it’ [lit. ‘that thing’]

އެއެއްޗެހި 
 eeccehi
‘they’ [lit. ‘those things’]

Action އެކަން 
 ekam̊
‘it’ [lit. ‘that action’]

އެކަންކަން 
 ekam̊kam̊ ∼

އެކަންތައް 
 ekam̊tak̊ ∼

އެކަންތައްތައް 
 ekam̊tak̊tak̊
‘they’ [lit. ‘those actions’]

Place or
immovable
object

އެތަން 
 etan̊
‘it’ [lit. ‘that place’]

އެތަންތަން 
 etan̊tan̊ ∼

އެތަންތައް 
 etan̊tak̊
‘they’ [lit. ‘those places’]

 

Table 6.3: 3rd person pro-forms and pro-phrases

As also shown in Table 6.4, some of the honorific pro-phrases distinguish between
male and female referents. Others do not, as the non-honorific pro-forms and pro-
phrases also do not. In general, Dhivehi makes little reference to gender—not at all in
its noun classes and inflectional agreement, and very little in the lexicon. In example
sentences using pro-forms in this grammar, the choice of he or she in the translation
line has been made for each sentence according to the identity of the individual in the
context from which the sentence was taken.

As appropriate to context, the demonstrative މި-   mi- ‘this’ may be used instead
of އެ-   e- ‘that’. Forms with ތި(ޔަ)-   ti(ya)- ‘that near you’ may also be used, but if they
are used with a human noun they actually indicate the second person, as described
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Category of person Demonstrative form

Minor nobility/mid-status (male) އެބޭކަލުން 
 ebēkalun̊
‘that/those gentleman/men’

Minor nobility/mid-status (female) އެކަނބަލުން 
 ekam̆balun̊
‘that/those lady/ies’

އެބޭކަނބަލުން 
 ebēkam̆balun̊
‘that/those lady/ies’

High nobility/high-status އެބޭފުޅާ 
 ebēfuḷā
‘that aristocract’

Highest level (male) އެމަނިކުފނާު 
 emanikufānu
‘that (male) excellency’

Highest level (female) އެކަމަނާ 
 ekamanā
‘that (female) excellency’

Prophet އެކަލޭގެފނާު 
 ekalēgefānu
‘that + honorific title (sg.)’

އެނަބީބޭކަލުން 
 enabībēkalun
‘those prophet-gentlemen (pl.)’

God އެކަލނާގެ 
 ekalān̆ge
‘that god’

އެއިލހާު 
 eilāhu
‘that god’

 

Table 6.4: 3rd person honorific pro-phrases
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above in Section 6.2.1. As with the nonhonorific pro-phrases, quantifiers may intervene
between the demonstrative and the noun, making them clearly phrasal: އެދެބޭފުޅުން   e-
de-bēfuḷun̊ ‘those two gentlemen’. Word spacing may or may not intervene between
the parts of such phrases but often does not, since both demonstratives and numeric
quantifiers tend not to have spaces after them.

6.2.3 Logophoric and impersonal pronoun

When an utterance containing a first person pronoun is quoted, the quoting speaker is
not (usually) the same as the one who originally spoke it and is thus not ‘I’, the present
speaker. In Dhivehi, a special pronoun, known as a logophoric pronoun, is often used
in place of the regular first-person pronoun in such contexts. Thus if Ali says “I will
come,” and Habeeb quotes him as saying that, Habeeb may refer to Ali as ތިމަން   timan̊ ‘I,
logophoric’ in his quote. Alternative forms are ތިމާ   timā , ތިމަންނާ   timannā, and ތިމަންނަ 
 timanna. The initial ތި   ti is not the second-person demonstrative here.

The plural (logophoric ‘we’) is ތިމަންމެން   timan̊men̊, ތިމމާެން   timāmen̊ ތިމަންނަމެން 
 timannamen̊, or ތިމަންނާމެން   timannāmen̊, with the pronominal plural suffix. An ex-
ample of logophoric pronoun use is given in 6.9. The logophoric pronoun occurs with
first-person agreement on the verb. (See Section 8.3.1 for person agreement on verbs.)

(6.9) ކޮށްފީމޭ. ވެރިކަން އަހަރު 30 ތިމަންނާ ބުނީ އަމިއްލައަށް މައުމޫން
maumūn
Maumoon

amilla-aṣ̊
self-ADV

bunī
say.PST.FOC

timannā
1.LOG

30
30

aharu
year

verikan
rulership

koṣ̊-fīm-ē
do.CNV-PRF.1-QUOT
‘Maumoon himself said, “I have ruled for 30 years”.’ (HD)

The logophoric pronoun is used both in a direct quote, marked with a quotative
particle (when it would be translated as ‘I’ or ‘we’ in English) or when it is in reported
speech, occurring in a complement clause marked with a complementizer (when it
would be translated as ‘he’, ‘she’ or ‘they’ in English), as in 6.10. However, its use is not
obligatory. Regular first-person pronouns may also occur in direct quotations, as may
proper names that refer to the speaker, if the speaker being quoted employs pronoun
avoidance, although the quoted verb will still be in the first person. This is exemplified
in 6.11. For more on quoted speech in Dhivehi, see Section 9.1.2 and Section 13.3.
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(6.10) ކަމުގައެވެ. ހަމަމަގުގައި މިތިބީ ތިމަންނަމެން ބުނެފައިވަނީ ނަޞާރާއިން
nas̤ārā-in̊
Christian-PL

bune=fai_vanī
say.CNV=SUCC_be.PRS.FOC

timanna-men̊
1.LOG-PL

mi-tibī
DEM1-be.PL.PRS.FOC

hama_magu-gai
just_path-LOC

kamuga=eve
COMP=END

‘The Christians have said that they are on the just path.’ (HD)

(6.11) އަންނާނަމޭ އައިޝާ ބުނީ އައިޝާ
aishā
Aisha

bunī
say.PST.FOC

aishā
Aisha

annānam-ē
come.FUT.1-QUOT

‘Aisha said she would come. [lit. Aisha said, ‘Aisha will come’]’ (FW1)

Another function of ތިމަން   timan̊ is as an impersonal pronoun meaning ‘one’ or
‘one’s self’. This meaning is relatively rare, however, and not easy to elicit from speak-
ers. Several speakers interviewed reported that ތިމަން   timan̊ meant only ‘I’ and not
‘one’. However, the use of this pronoun with the indefinite meaning in certain decon-
textualized texts such as dictionary definitions shows that it does still have a certain
currency. One place it may be encountered is in general pieces of advice that apply to
everyone. The following corpus example contains this sense of the word.

(6.12) ނުބަލށާެވެ. ކޮންކަމެއްތޯ ކޮށްދެނީ ތިމއާަށް ޤައުމު
qaumu
nation

timā-aṣ̊
self-DAT

kos̊_denī
do.CNV_give.PRS.FOC

kon_kamek̊=tō
which_action=QCOMP

nu=balāṣ=eve
NEG=look.IMP=END
‘Don’t look to see what the nation is doing for you.’ (HD)

A related word, ތިމގާެ   timāge, is the genitive form and may be used to mean ‘one’s
own’, as in ތަނަވސަްކަން  ތިމގާެ  timāge tanavaskam̊ ‘one’s own prosperity’. However, it
is often used simply to mean ‘related’ or ‘kin’, as in ގާތްތިމގާެމީހުން   gāt̊-timāge-mīhun̊
‘close relatives [lit. one’s own close people]’.⁴

4 Speakers of Hindi may be tempted to equate ތިމގާެ   timāge ‘one’s own’ with the Hindi reflexive
pronoun apnaa (Snell and Weightman 1989: 71–72). However, Dhivehi ތިމގާެ   timāge is more like
English one’s own, in that it is used when the subject is generic or unspecified rather than to
indicate the same person as someone who has been previously mentioned.
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6.3 Reciprocals and reflexives
A reciprocal meaning is obtained by އަނެކަކު  އެކަކު...  ekaku... anekaku ‘one another’.
Given Dhivehi’s predilection for using noun phrases instead of pronouns, however,
it is very common to include nouns, as in އަނެއްބަޔަކު  އެއްބަޔަކު...  ek̊-bayaku... anek̊-
bayaku ‘one group another group’ or މެމްބަރަކު  އަނެއް އެއްމެމްބަރަކު...  ek̊-membaraku...
anek̊ membaraku ‘one member [of parliament] another member’. An example is given
in 6.13.

(6.13) ކަމަށެވެ. އަނެއްބަޔަކު ގޯހީ ބުނަނީ އެއްބަޔަކު
ek̊_bay-aku
one_group-UNSP

bunanī
say.PRS.FOC

gōh-ī
bad-FOC

anek̊_bay-aku
the.other_group-UNSP

kamaṣ=eve
COMP=END
‘Each group says the other is bad.’ (HD)

There is no special pronoun or set of pronouns that is used with an unemphatic
reflexive meaning in Dhivehi (analogous to English myself, yourself, themselves, etc.).
The reflexive nature of an action—the fact that one does something to one’s self—is
generally left implicit or specified with the repetition of the pronoun or noun phrase,
as in 6.14 and 6.15. An emphatic reflexive meaning is obtained by the use of އަމިއްލައަށް 
 amilla-aṣ̊, the adverbial form of އަމިއްލަ   amilla, meaning ‘one’s own’, ‘personal’, or
‘private’, indicating either than one did something to one’s self or by one’s self. An
example of the former usage is in 6.16, and an example of the latter usage is in 6.9
above (see Section 7.2 for adverb formation with the suffix -އަށް   aṣ̊).

(6.14) ފެނުނު. އައިޝާ ބިއްލޫރިގަނޑުން އައިޝާއަށް
aishā-aṣ̊
Aisha-DAT

billūri.gan̆ḍu-n̊
mirror-ABL

aishā
Aisha

fenunu
be.seen.PST.3

‘Aisha saw herself in the mirror.’ (FW1)

(6.15) އިނގޭ. މަ މަށަށް
maṣ-aṣ̊
1-dat

ma
1

in̆gē
is.known.PRS.3

‘I know myself.’ (FW2)

(6.16) ޖެހި. ގައިގާ އަމިއްލައަށް އަލީ
ali
mirror-ABL

amilla-aṣ̊
self-ADV

gai-gā
body-LOC

jehi
hit.PST.3

‘Ali hit himself (emphatic).’ (FW2)
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6.4 Interrogative pro-forms
Dhivehi interrogative words begin with ކ   k, cognate with English wh. Basic interroga-
tives are given in Table 6.5. As noted in the table, some interrogatives specifically select
for nouns in the indefinite or unspecified form.

ކާކު 
 kāku
‘who’

ކޯއްޗެއް 
 kōccek̊
‘what,
which
thing’

∼ ކޯންޗެއް 
 kōn̊cek̊

ކީއް 
 kīk̊
‘what’

∼ ކީކޭ 
 kīkē

ކިހިނެއް 
 kihinek̊
‘how,
how
much’

∼ ކިހިނެތް 
 kihinet̊

ކީއްވެ 
 kīvve
‘why’

ކިތައް 
 kitak̊
‘how
many’

ކޮބާ 
 kobā
‘where,
what’

∼ ކޮބައި 
 kobai

ކިހާ 
 kihā
‘how much, how many’

(with noun in indefinite or
unspecified form)

ކޮން 
 kon̊
‘which’
(with noun in indefinite or
unspecified form)

 

Table 6.5: Interrogative words

Further interrogative words are created with ކޮން   kon̊ ‘which’. Examples include
ކޮންތާކު   kon-tāku ‘where’ [lit. ‘which place’], އރިަކު  ކޮން  kon̊ iraku ‘when’ [lit. ‘which
time’], and ކޮންކަހަލަ   kon-kahala ‘what kind (of)’. The question word ކޯއްޗެއް   kōccek̊
‘which thing’, given in Table 6.5, is also formed from ކޮން   kon̊ ‘which’ (with އެއްޗެއް 
 eccek̊ ‘thing.INDF’) but that derivation has been slightly obscured by contraction of
the original compound word.

Interrogative words are not used as relative pronouns as they are in some lan-
guages, such as English; in Dhivehi the use of these words is restricted to questions



102 | Demonstratives, Pro-forms, and Noun Modifiers

and exclamations (for which see Section 12.8.1), except for ކޮން   kon̊ ‘which’ suffixed
with -މެ   -me, which can be used with an indefinite meaning, as discussed in Section
6.5 and Section 6.6.2.

Sentence initially, ކޮބާ   kobā may also be a discourse marker, as described in Sec-
tion 9.4.

6.5 Indefinite pro-forms
The interrogative word ކޮން   kon̊ ‘which’, means ‘some’ or ‘any’ when combined with
the emphatic clitic -މެ   -me, and as such is the basis of several indefinite pronoun-like
phrases, such as ކޮންމެހެން   komme-hen̊ ‘somehow’. When used with a following noun,
which is often itself followed by the particle -ވެސް   -ves, it means ‘every’, as in ކޮންމެ 
ދުވަހަކުވެސް  komme duvahaku-ves ‘every day’. However, if the -ވެސް   -ves is attached to
the ކޮންމެ   komme, it means ‘some or other’, as in މީހަކު  ކޮންމެވެސް  komme-ves mīhaku
‘someone or other [lit. some or other person]’. When ކޮންމެ   komme modifies a noun
which is itself the subject of a verb with a concessive particle, its meaning is ‘whichever’
or ‘no matter which’ as in 6.17 (for concessives, see Section 9.1.9.4 and Section 13.4.1).

(6.17) ނެރުނަސް ކެންޑިޑޭޓަކު ކޮންމެ ޑީއާރުޕީން
ḍī.āru.pī.n
DRP.PL

komme
which

kenḍiḍēṭ-aku
candidate-UNSP

nerun-as
put.out.PST.PTCP-CONC

‘whichever candidate the DRP [Maldivian People’s Party] puts forward’
(HD)

Like ކޮން   kon̊ ‘which’, ކޮންމެ   komme ‘some, any’ and ކޮންމެވެސް   komme-ves ‘some
(or other)’ modify nouns in the indefinite or unspecified inflections.

The number name އެއް   ek̊ ‘one’ is also the basis for a couple of indefinite pronouns.
The pronoun އެންމެން   emmen̊ means ‘everyone’. The original އް   k̊ of the އެއް   ek̊ ‘one’ in
އެންމެން   emmen̊ has been respelled as ން   n̊. Since އް   k̊ before a consonant is realised as
gemination, it has been replaced with ން   n̊, which is the usual gemination marker used
before nasal consonants. As a plural pronoun referring to humans, އެންމެން   emmen̊ car-
ries the suffix -މެން   -men̊. The pronoun އެއްވެސް   evves ‘any’, formed from އެއް   ek̊ ‘one’
plus the particle -ވެސް   -ves, is used in indefinite phrases, such as އެއްޗެއް  އެއްވެސް  evves
eccek̊ ‘anything’. އެއްވެސް   evves ‘any’ has negative polarity, meaning that it only oc-
curs in the context of negation or doubt or in a conditional clause. The corresponding
positive term is ކޮންމެ   komme ‘some, any’.

There are no negative indefinite pronouns. Thus there is no word that means ‘no
one’ or ‘nothing’. Instead, a generic noun is used with sentence negation.



Quantifiers | 103

(6.18) ހުރީކީނޫނެވެ. މީހަކުވެސް ސަލާމަތްކޮށްދޭނެ
salāmat̊_koṣ̊_dēne
safety_do.CNV_give.FUT.PTCP

mīh-aku=ves
person-UNSP=EMPH

hurī-kī_nūn=eve
be(.standing).PST.FOC-NEGC_NEG=END
‘There was no one to rescue [him].’ (PB)

For indefinite expressions used as quantifiers, see also Section 6.6.2.

6.6 Quantifiers
Quantifiers are words or phrases that express the quantity or amount of something. In
this category I am including the expression of specific numbers (such as five or thirty-
six) as well as more indefinite expressions of quantity (such as many).

6.6.1 Numeric quantifiers

The names for the numbers⁵ up to ten have a base form, in which they serve as noun
modifiers or as the first element of a compound, and an expanded form, suffixed with
the indefinite -އެއް   -ek̊, in which they stand alone, used as nouns or for counting. The
expanded forms are the ones that Dhivehi speakers will provide when asked for the
words for numbers in their language. Thus the numeric quantifiers are an exception
to the rule that indefinite forms are not citation forms. Both forms are shown in Table
6.6.

Names for the numbers eleven through 30 are shown in Table 6.7. These do not
distinguish base and expanded form. Many of the number names above ten are bor-
rowings from Prakrit (Fritz 2002: 110), and so the historical lenition of /s/ to /h/ that
characterizes Dhivehi and Sinhala (mentioned in Section 4.2.1) did not apply to them.
Thus four, six, and seven have names that start with /h/, but 14, 16, and 17 have names
that start with /s/.

There is usually not a space between a numeric quantifier and the noun it quanti-
fies, especially if the quantifier is short. For example, ތިންމީހުން   tin̊-mīhun̊ ‘three peo-
ple’ is a much more common spelling than މީހުން  ތިން  tin̊ mīhun̊, though both are
attested.

5 I use the term number name to refer to the word used for a given number in a language,
reserving numeral for the graphical representation of a number. The numerals are discussed in
Section 3.7.
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Base (combining) form Expanded (citation) form

1 އެއް   ek̊ އެކެއް   ekek̊

2 ދެ   de ދޭއް   dēk̊

3 ތިން   tin̊ ތިނެއް   tinek̊

4 ހަތަރު   hataru ހަތަރެއް   hatarek̊

5 ފސަް   fas ފަހެއް   fahek̊

6 ހަ   ha ހައެއް   haek̊

7 ހަތް   hat̊ ހަތެއް   hatek̊

8 އަށް   aṣ̊ އަށެއް   aṣek̊

9 ނުވަ   nuva ނުވައެއް   nuvaek̊

10 ދިހަ   diha ދިހައެއް   dihaek̊
 

Table 6.6: Number names 1–10

For the numbers 31 through 99, there are two systems of counting. One of these,
shown in the left-hand column of Table 6.8 through Table 6.11, puts the units (the ones
value) first and the decade (the tens value) second. The second system, shown in the
right-hand column of Table 6.8 through Table 6.11, puts the decade first and the units
second. The two systems sometimes use the same names for the decades and some-
times not, as the tables illustrate. The unit-plus-decade counting system shows a num-
ber of irregularities.⁶ The decade-plus-unit system, by contrast, is quite regular. In the
decade-plus-unit system, the names of the units (one through nine) use the same base
(combining) and expanded (noun) forms as they do when they occur alone as in Table
6.6. The expanded forms of the units are shown in Table 6.8 through Table 6.11, as they
are the citation forms. However, if these numeral quantifiers are used in combination

6 Indo-Aryan languages in general display a great deal of irregularity in their number names
(Bright 1990: 74–85). Another Indo-Aryan feature (also present in some Dravidian languages) in
this counting system is the use of special forms for decade-plus-nine (i.e., 19, 29, 39, ...),
which look to the decade above rather than the one below. Such special “nine” forms are
optional in Dhivehi, as the tables indicate.
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11 އެގާރަ   egāra 21 އެކާވސީް   ekāvīs

12 ބރާަ   bāra 22 ބވާީސް   bāvīs

13 ތޭރަ   tēra 23 ތޭވީސް   tēvīs

14 ސާދަ   sāda 24 ސައުވސީް   sauvīs

15 ފނަަރަ   fanara 25 ފނަްސަވީސް   fansavīs

16 ސޯޅަ   sōḷa 26 ސައްބސީް   sabbīs

17 ސަތާރަ   satāra 27 ހަތާވސީް   hatāvīs

18 އަށާރަ   aṣāra 28 އަށާވސީް   aṣāvīs

19 އޮނަވިހި   onavihi

ނަވރާަ   navāra

29 އޮނަތިރީސް   onatirīs

ނަވވާސީް   navāvīs

20 ވިހި   vihi 30 ތިރީސް   tirīs
 

Table 6.7: Number names 11–30

or in modifying a noun, they use the base forms of the units as in Table 6.6, without
the indefinite -އެއް   -ek̊.

Larger numbers are summarized briefly in Table 6.12. Large numbers are mostly
regular, but ސައްތަ  ދުއި  dui satta ‘two hundred’ is irregular. In keeping with South
Asian tradition, Dhivehi uses lakhs (hundred thousands) and crores (ten millions) as
basic number units. However, the English word million has been borrowed and is used
as well. I am endebted to Abdulla and O’Shea (2005), Maniku and Disanayaka (1990)
and Maloney (1980) for the complete list of number names.

Sequential numbers can be combined to give an approximate number: ދެތިން   de-
tin̊ ‘two-three’ is very commonly used to mean ‘a couple’ or ‘a few’. Approximate num-
bers can also be marked with -ކަ   -ka, as in ހައެއްކަ   haek̊ka ‘about six’.

The ordinal forms of the number names are made by adding the suffix -ވަނަ   -vana:
thus ދެވަނަ   de-vana is ‘second’. An irregularity here is the ordinal ފުރަތަމަ   furatama
‘first’, which is usually used in place of އެއްވަނަ   ek-vana ‘first’.

The numerals used in Dhivehi (that is, the written characters used to represent
numbers), are the Western Arabic numerals, as in English. When writing in Arabic,
Maldivians use the Eastern Arabic numerals.

Historically, Dhivehi had an unusual counting system that was duodecimal (base
twelve). Maloney calls the presence of such a counting system in an Indo-Aryan lan-



106 | Demonstratives, Pro-forms, and Noun Modifiers

31 އެއްތިރީސް   ettirīs އެކެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs ekek̊

32 ބައްތިރީސް   battirīs ދޭއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs dēk̊

33 ތެއްތިރީސް   tettirīs ތިނެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs tinek̊

34 ސައުރަތިރސީް   sauratirīs ހަތަރެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs hatarek̊

35 ފނަްސަތިރސީް   fansatirīs ފަހެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs fahek̊

36 ސަތިރސީް   satirīs ހައެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs haek̊

37 ސަތުތިރީސް   satutirīs ހަތެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs hatek̊

38 އަށުތިރީސް   aṣutirīs އަށެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs aṣek̊

39 އޮނަސާޅީސް   onasāḷīs

ނަވަތިރީސް   navatirīs

ނުވައެއް  ތިރީސް  tirīs nuvaek̊

 

Table 6.8: Number names 31–39

guage “exceedingly curious,” as the words for the numbers are Indo-Aryan in origin
despite the fact that other Indo-Aryan languages are strictly base ten (Maloney 1980:
139). Maloney reports that at the time of his fieldwork (the mid-1970s) some people still
used the base-twelve system in quickly counting traditional items such as coconuts or
fish. However, Fritz later reports having difficulties finding speakers who remember
the duodecimal system, even in the south of the country where the system remained
in use longer (Fritz 2002: 107). One word from the duodecimal system, that for ‘sixty’,
ފސަްދޮޅަސް   fas-doḷas, literally ‘five dozen’, is still used today. (For a full list of the
duodecimal number names, see Maloney 1980: 140–143).
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40 ސާޅީސް   sāḷīs ސާޅީސް   sāḷīs

41 އެކާޅސީް   ekāḷīs އެކެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs ekek̊

42 ބަޔާޅސީް   bayālīs ދޭއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs dēk̊

43 ތެޔާޅސީް   teyāḷīs ތިނެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs tinek̊

44 ސައުރަޔާޅސީް   saurayāḷīs ހަތަރެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs hatarek̊

45 ފނަްސަޔާޅސީް   fansayāḷīs ފަހެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs fahek̊

46 ސަޔާޅސީް   sayāḷīs ހައެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs haek̊

47 ސަތާޅސީް   satāḷīs ހަތެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs hatek̊

48 އަށާޅސީް   aṣāḷīs އަށެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs aṣek̊

49 އޮނަފނަްސާސް   onafansās
ނަވަސާޅީސް   navasāḷīs

ނުވައެއް  ސާޅީސް  sāḷīs nuvaek

50 ފނަްސާސް   fansās ފނަްސާސް   fansās

51 އެކާވަންނަ   ekāvanna އެކެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās ekek̊

52 ބވާަންނަ   bāvanna ދޭއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās dēk̊

53 ތޭވަންނަ   tēvanna ތިނެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās tinek̊

54 ސައުރަވަންނަ   sauravanna ހަތަރެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās hatarek̊

55 ފނަްސަވަންނަ   fansavanna ފަހެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās fahek̊

56 ސަވަންނަ   savanna ހައެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās haek̊

57 ސަތުވަންނަ   satuvanna ހަތެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās hatek̊

58 އަށުވަންނަ   aṣuvanna އަށެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās aṣek̊

59 އޮނަހައްޓި   onahaṭṭi

ފނަްސާސް  ނަވަ  nava fansās

ނުވައެއް  ފނަްސާސް  fansās nuvaek̊

 

Table 6.9: Number names 40–59
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60 ތައްޓި   haṭṭi ފސަްދޮޅަސް   fas-doḷas [lit. ‘five dozen’]

61 އެކާހައްޓި   ekāhaṭṭī އެކެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas ekek̊

62 ބހާައްޓި   bāhaṭṭi ދޭއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas dēk̊

63 ތޭހައްޓި   tēhaṭṭi ތިނެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas tinek̊

64 ސައުރަހައްޓި   saurahaṭṭi ހަތަރެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas hatarek̊

65 ފނަްސަހައްޓި   fansahaṭṭi ފަހެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas fahek̊

66 ސަހައްޓި   sahaṭṭi ހައެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas haek̊

67 ސަތުހައްޓި   satuhaṭṭi ހަތެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas hatek̊

68 އަށުހައްޓި   aṣuhaṭṭi އަށެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas aṣek̊

69 އޮނަހަތްތަރި   onahat̊tari

ހައްޓި  ނަވަ  nava haṭṭi

ނުވައެއް  ފސަްދޮޅަސް  fas-doḷas nuvaek̊

70 ހަތްތަރި   hat̊tari ހަތްދިހަ   hat̊-diha

71 އެކާހަތްތަރި   ekāhat̊tari އެކެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha ekek̊

72 ބހާަތްތަރި   bāhat̊tari ދޭއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha dēk̊

73 ތޭހަތްތަރި   tēhat̊tari ތިނެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha tinek̊

74 ސައުރަހަތްތަރި   saurahat̊tari ހަތަރެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha hatarek̊

75 ފނަްސަހަތްތަރި   fansahat̊tari ފަހެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha fahek̊

76 ސަހަތްތަރި   sahat̊tari ހައެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha haek̊

77 ސަތުހަތްތަރި   satuhat̊tari ހަތެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha hatek̊

78 އަށުހަތްތަރި   aṣuhat̊tari އަށެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha aṣek̊

79 އޮނައހާި   ona-āhi

ހަތްތަރި  ނަވަ  nava hat̊tari

ނުވައެއް  ހަތްދިހަ  hat̊-diha nuvaek̊

 

Table 6.10: Number names 60–79
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80 އހާި   āhi އައްޑިހަ   aḍ-ḍiha

81 އެކާހި   ekāhi އެކެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha ekek̊

82 ބަޔާހި   bayāhi ދޭއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha dēk̊

83 ތެޔާހި   teyāhi ތިނެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha tinek̊

84 ސައުރަޔާހި   saurayāhi ހަތަރެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha hatarek̊

85 ފނަްސަޔާހި   fansayāhi ފަހެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha fahek̊

86 ސަޔާހި   sayāhi ހައެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha haek̊

87 ސަތާހި   satāhi ހަތެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha hatek̊

88 އަށާހި   aṣāhi އަށެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha aṣek̊

89 އޮނަވައި   onavai

ނަވހާި   navāhi

ނުވައެއް  އައްޑިހަ  aḍ-ḍiha nuvaek̊

90 ނަވައި   navai ނުވަދިހަ   nuva-diha

91 އެކާނަވައި   ekānavai އެކެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha ekek̊

92 ބަޔާނަވައި   bayānavai ދޭއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha dēk̊

93 ތެޔާނަވައި   teyānavai ތިނެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha tinek̊

94 ސައުރަޔާނަވައި   saurayānavai ހަތަރެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha hatarek̊

95 ފނަްސަޔާނަވައި   fansayānavai ފަހެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha fahek̊

96 ސަޔާނަވައި   sayānavai ހައެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha haek̊

97 ސަތާނަވައި   satānavai ހަތެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha hatek̊

98 އަށާނަވައި   aṣānavai އަށެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha aṣek̊

99 އޮނަސައްތަ   onasatta
ނަވނާަވައި   navānavai

ނުވައެއް  ނުވަދިހަ  nuva-diha nuvaek̊

 

Table 6.11: Number names 80–99
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100 ސަތޭކަ   satēka

200 ދުއިސައްތަ   dui-satta

300 ތިންސަތޭކަ   tin̊-satēka

1000 އެއްހސާް   ek̊-hās

100,000 އެއްލައްކަ   ek̊-lakka

1,000,000 އެއްމިލިޔަން   ek̊-miliyan̊

10,000,000 އެއްކުރޯޑު   ek̊-kurōḍu

1,000,000,000 އެއްއަރަބު   ek̊-arabu
 

Table 6.12: Large numbers

6.6.2 Non-numeric quantifiers

Non-numeric or indefinite quantifiers that express small or indefinite quantities in-
clude ބަޔެއް   bayek̊ ‘some’ [lit. ‘a part’ or ‘a group’], as in މެޗުތައް  ބަޔެއް  bayek̊ mecutak̊
‘some matches (games)’. ބަޔެއް   bayek̊ ‘some’ can also serve as an indefinite pronoun
meaning ‘some (people)’. The quantifier އެންމެ   emme means ‘single’, and as such it
means ‘a single’ before a noun, as in މީހަކު  އެންމެ  emme mīhaku ‘a single person’. Be-
fore an adjective, however, it means ‘the single most’ or ‘the most’, as in ބޮޑު  އެންމެ
 emme boḍu ‘biggest’.

Expressions of large quantities include ހުރިހާ   hurihā ‘all’, އެތައް   etak̊ ‘numerous’,
and ގނިަ   gina ‘many’, while a modest amount is indicated by ކިތަންމެ   kitamme ‘several’
(derived from an emphatic form of ކިތައް   kitak̊ ‘how many?’).

6.7 Adjectives
Dhivehi adjectives have few distinguishing characteristics and little morphology asso-
ciated with them. Many words, such as ތަފތާު   tafātu ‘difference/different’, may be used
as either nouns or adjectives, or so it appears to a speaker of English. Such words are
generally described simply as nouns in the national dictionary Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhi-
vehi Dictionary] 2011, with the label of ނަންއިތުރު   nam̊-ituru ‘adjective’ generally re-
served for words that are unambiguously adjectives, such as ބޮޑު   boḍu ‘big’, or those
with the adjectival derivational morphology described in Section 6.7.3. A true test of
whether a word is an adjective is that an adjective may be used as a predicator with-
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out a copula or a verb (as described further in Section 12.1.1). Nouns are not used in
this way. It is mainly because of this distinction in behavior between adjectives and
nouns that adjectives can safely be considered a separate lexical category in Dhivehi.
However, I have not applied the predicator test to establish how many adjectives there
are. In general, if a content word modifies a noun and contributes an adjective-like
meaning in its English translation, I consider it an adjective.

Adjectives in Dhivehi do not inflect for case; thus an adjective will not vary with the
case of the noun it describes, whether it is being used attributively (modifying a noun)
or predicatively (taking the place of a verb or used with a verb). Adjectives that are
used predicatively in negative sentences or are the complements of negative verbs take
what appears to be indefiniteness inflection, however, as negative contexts demand
negative concord, often expressed as an indefinite suffix. (See Section 9.1.6 and Section
12.7 for more on negation and negative concord.) Adjectives also usually do not inflect
for number, but a few do have plural forms, as described in Section 6.7.1. For those
words that may be either nouns or adjectives, if such a word is uninflected it is either
an adjective or a noun in the definite singular direct (citation) form; if inflected (other
than the indefinite or unspecified in a negative context), it is a noun.

6.7.1 Plural adjectives

A few adjectives have plural forms, used when the noun the adjective is describing is
plural. These include ބޮޑު   boḍu ‘big’, with plural ބޮޑެތި   boḍeti; ކުޑަ   kuḍa ‘small’, with
plural ކުދި   kudi; and މޮޅު   moḷu ‘excellent’, with plural މޮޅެތި   moḷeti. Usually, however,
adjectives do not show number inflection.

6.7.2 Comparatives and superlatives

Adjectives do not inflect for comparative and superlative. In other words, there is no
inflection analogous to English -er or -est. These concepts are expressed phrasally in
Dhivehi. Superlatives are created with the word އެންމެ   emme ‘the single’, as mentioned
in Section 6.6, and comparisons are made with the postposition ވުރެ   vure ‘compared
to, than’, described in Section 7.1.3.

6.7.3 Adjective derivation

Adjectives may be derived from abstract nouns with the suffixation of -ތެރި   -teri or -ވެރި 
 -veri, corresponding to English -ful, e.g., އެހީތެރި   ehīteri ‘helpful’, from އެހީ   ehī ‘help’.
Generally -ތެރި   -teri is used if the noun ends in the consonants ތް   t̊ or ން   n̊/m̊, or the
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vowels އާ   ā or އީ   ī; and -ވެރި   -veri is used otherwise. However, these rules are not hard
and fast. The -ވެރި   -veri and -ތެރި   -teri suffixes are common and relatively productive.

The suffix -އީ   -ī on a noun changes it to an abstract adjective that means ‘having to
do with’, as in ދީނީ   dīnī ‘having to do with religion’, from ދީން   dīn̊ ‘religion’. By contrast,
adding the suffix -ވެރި   -veri yields ދީންވެރި   dīnveri ‘religious’, a description of a person
who is pious (note that ދީންވެރި   dīnveri ‘religious’ is an exception to the generalization
of -ތެރި   -teri occurring after ން   n̊/m̊).

Another, less common suffix that is used to derive a handful of adjectives from
nouns is -ވެތި   -veti, as in ލަދުވެތި   laduveti ‘shy’, from the noun ލަދު   ladu ‘shame, mod-
esty’. In some cases there are pairs of related adjectives derived from the same noun,
one with -ވެތި   -veti and one with -ވެރި   -veri. Thus while ބިރުވެރި   biruveri, from ބިރު   biru
‘fear’, means ‘fearful’, ބިރުވެތި   biruveti means ‘respectful’. Similarly, އަޅުވެތި   aḷuveti from
އަޅު   aḷu ‘slave’, means ‘slavish’, while އަޅުވެރި   aḷuveri focuses on the religious use of އަޅު 
 aḷu ‘slave’ (also evident in the use of އަޅު   aḷu ‘slave’ to refer to one’s self when address-
ing God, described in Section 6.2.1) and means ‘religious’.

The suffix -ވަންތަ   -vanta also derives adjectives: for example, added to ރަހީމް   rahīm
‘mercy’ it yields ރަހީމްވަންތަ   rahīmvanta ‘merciful’. It is not used with a wide range of
nouns. The ones it does attach to include އެއްބައި   ek̊bai ‘one part’ and ދަރުމަ   daruma
‘charity’, to yield އެއްބައިވަންތަ   ek̊baivanta ‘unified’ and ދަރުމަވަންތަ   darumavanta ‘righ-
teous’.

It is not uncommon for adjectives derived from nouns to in turn be suffixed with
-ކަން   -kam̊ to derive nouns again. Such nouns are generally more abstract than the
original ones. Nouns derived from adjectives with the addition of -ކަން   -kam̊ are given
their own part of speech in Dhivehi lexicography, that of ނަންއިތުރުނަން   nam̊-ituru-
nam̊ ‘adjectival noun’. Adjectives may also be suffixed with the human definite -އާ 
 -ā or the human plural -ން   -n̊ to derive human nouns. These derivations are described
in Section 5.6.3.

6.7.3.1 Noun-adjective compounds
A number of adjectives are derived from noun-adjective compounds, such as އަނގަގަދަ 
 an̆ga-gada ‘talkative’ (from އަނގަ   an̆ga ‘mouth’ and ގަދަ   gada ‘strong’), އަގުހެޔޮ   agu-
heyo ‘inexpensive’ (from އަގު   agu ‘price’ and ހެޔޮ   heyo ‘good’), and ބިރުކުޑަ   biru-kuḍa
‘fearless’ (from ބިރު   biru ‘fear’ and ކުޑަ   kuḍa ‘small’). While lexicalized as compounds
in the modern language, such adjectives appear historically to result from clauses that
have the adjective as a predicate. Because an adjective may be the predicator in a
clause (see Section 12.1), and because clauses that modify noun phrases occur before
nouns, a noun-adjective clause whose meaning is (for example) ‘whose price is small’
will presumably tend to become lexicalized over time as a single word meaning ‘inex-
pensive’. That many such adjectives are clearly lexicalized in the modern language be-
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comes obvious from the placement of އެންމެ   emme ‘the most, a single’ in ބިރުކުޑަ  އެންމެ
 emme biru-kuḍa ‘the most fearless’, since the superlative meaning of އެންމެ   emme
(that is, its meaning as ‘the most’ rather than its meaning as ‘a single’) occurs when
it precedes an adjective (such as ބިރުކުޑަ   biru-kuḍa ‘fearless’), not when it precedes a
noun (such as ބިރު   biru ‘fear’).





7 Postpositions and Adverbs
Dhivehi uses postpositions rather than prepositions. Postpositions, which occur with
noun phrases and express the relationship of the noun phrase to other parts of the
sentence, fill the same role as prepositions do in a language like English; but they come
after their noun phrase objects rather than before. As in English, Dhivehi adverbs are
used to modify a verb or a clause. The categories of postposition and adverb are minor
lexical categories in Dhivehi that consist mostly of words derived other classes. In fact,
there is no specific category of postposition listed in the national dictionary (Dhivehi
Basfoiy [Dhivehi Dictionary] 2011). There are, however, a few postpositions that are not
derived. Adverbs do have their own category in the dictionary, known as ކަންއިތުރު   kam̊-
ituru ‘adverb’, lit. ‘verb-extra’. There is also a small class of degree modifiers, which
modify both adjectives and adverbs, known as އިތުރު   ituru ‘modifier’, lit. ‘extra’.

7.1 Postpositions
With a few exceptions, including the comparative ވުރެ   vure ‘than, compared to’, the
benefactive ޓަކައި   ṭakai ‘for (the sake of)’ (discussed in Section 7.1.3), and a handful of
postpositions derived from verbs (discussed in Section 7.1.2), postpositions in Dhivehi
are generally derived from nouns.

7.1.1 Nominal postpositions

The typical Dhivehi postposition is derived from a noun and is considered to be a noun
in the national dictionary (Dhivehi Basfoiy [Dhivehi Dictionary] 2011). The nouns used
as postpositions are largely drawn from those describing relative locations (like ‘back’,
‘front’, ‘top’, etc.). They behave somewhat differently from normal nouns in that they
take other nouns (or noun phrases) as their objects and assign them a particular case.
Because of their case-marking and phrase-heading properties I consider them nomi-
nal postpositions (that is, postpositions derived from nouns) rather than simply nouns
here, but with no strong theoretical claim. Depending on the postposition, genitive
or sociative case will generally be assigned, but dative is also possible. The nominal
postpositions themselves often appear in the dative, locative, or ablative/instrumental
case, depending on their individual meaning or role in a sentence, but they may also
occur without a specific case ending. When they occur without a case ending they will
be in a form that may be called adverbial or oblique, which adds -އު   -u to a consonant-
final noun stem (as also mentioned in Section 7.2). The following are some examples
of postpositions that take genitive objects.
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(7.1) މލާެތެރޭގަ
māle_terē-ga
Malé_inside-LOC
‘in Malé’ (SC)

(7.2) ޤނާޫނުއަސާސީގެދަށުން
qānūnu_asāsī-ge=daṣu-n̊
law_basis-GEN=under-ABL
‘under the constitution’ (HD)

(7.3) މެދުގައި ބަގީޗާގެ
bagīcā-ge
garden-GEN

medu-gai
middle-LOC

‘in the middle of the garden’ (FD)

(7.4) ފަހުން އައުމުގެ އިސްލމާްދީން ދިވެހިރާއްޖެއަށް
divehi_rājje-aṣ̊
Dhivehi_country-DAT

islām_dīn̊
Islam_religion

aumu-ge
come.VN-GEN

fahu-n̊
back-ABL

‘after the coming of Islam to the Maldives’ (DA)

(7.5) ކުރިން އަހަރުގެ ވަނަ 2020
2020
2020

vana
th

aharu-ge
year-GEN

kuri-n
front-ABL

‘before the year 2020’ (HD)

(7.6) މަތިން ދެފަހަރެއްގެ
de_fahar-ek̊-ge
two_instance-INDF-GEN

mati-n̊
top-ABL

‘on two occasions’ (HD)

The following are some examples of postpositions that take sociative objects.

(7.7) ދެކޮޅަށް މައުމޫނާއި
maumūn-āi
Maumoon-SOC

de.koḷ-aṣ̊
opposition-DAT

‘against Maumoon’ (HD)
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(7.8) ހަމައަށް މަހއާި އެޕްރިލް
epril
April

mah-āi
month-SOC

hama-aṣ̊
level-DAT

‘until April’ (MI)

(7.9) ހުޅުލެއާއިދޭތެރޭއިން މލާެއާއި
māle-āi
Malé-and

huḷule-āi_dēterē-in
Hulhule-SOC_between-ABL

‘between Malé and Hulhule [the airport island]’ (HD)

The following is an example of a nominal postposition assigning dative case. This
is the same basic postposition as in example 7.4 above, but without the ablative/in-
strumental ending, and assigning a different case. Either form may be used, though
the dative-assigning one in 7.10 is much more common.

(7.10) ޖަލްސާއަށްފަހު
jalsā-aṣ̊_fahu
assembly-DAT_back
‘after the assembly’ (HD)

For some postpositions, the case they assign varies with whether the intended
meaning is more literal or more abstract. The sociative case tends to be more abstract.
Thus when މެދު   medu ‘middle’ assigns genitive case, it means literally ‘in the middle
of’, as in 7.3, while when it assigns sociative case it means ‘about’ or ‘concerning’, as
in 7.11.

(7.11) ޤނާޫނާމެދު ފިޒިކްސްގެ
fiziks-ge
physics-GEN

qānūn-ā_medu
law-SOC_middle

‘concerning the laws of physics’ (HD)

7.1.2 Verbal postpositions

Certain verbs may also perform the function of postpositions. As with nouns, it is not
entirely clear whether these should be considered merely verbs or as verb-derived post-
positions. However, they are included here in the class of postpositions because of
their semantic function, because some of them in their postposition form assign a dif-
ferent case than they do in their more usual verbal form, and because only certain
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inflected forms of these verbs function in this way. An example of such a verbal post-
position is shown in 7.12, where the ލައި   lai ‘put’ (the converb of the verb ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’;
see Section 8.3.3.1 for more on converbs) is used to mean ‘with’ and assigns sociative
case. It often occurs in such uses with the successive particle -ގެން   -gen̊ (see Section
8.3.5 for more on the successive particles). In the negative, as in 7.13, it means ‘without’.

(7.12) ރުހުމއާިލައިގެން މަޖިލީހުގެ ރައްޔިތުންގެ
rayyitun-ge
people-GEN

majilīhu-ge
parliament-GEN

ruhum-āi_lai=gen̊
approve.VN-SOC_put.CNV=SUCC

‘with the approval of the people’s parliament’ (HD)

(7.13) ނުލައި ތަހުގީގަކާ އިތުރު
ituru
further

tahugīg-ak-ā
investigation-UNSP-SOC

nu=lai
NEG=put.CNV

‘without further investigation’ (MI)

Another verbal postposition is the present participle ބެހޭ   behē ‘about, concerning’,
from the verb ބެހެނީ   behenī ‘concerns one’s self with’. ބެހޭ   behē ‘about, concerning’
also takes an object in the sociative case.

(7.14) ބެހޭ ޙައްޤުތަކާއި އިންސާނީ
insānī
human

h̤aqqu-tak-āi
right-PL-SOC

behē
concerning

‘concerning human rights’ (MI)

A few other verbs have uses that translate as prepositions in English, but they do
not assign a special case and are thus somewhat less like true postpositions. They are
included here as examples of additional means by which Dhivehi expresses the kinds
of relations that postpositions are often used to express. An example is ދެކެ   deke, which
is the converb of ދެކެނީ   dekenī ‘sees’ (see Section 8.3.3.1 for more on converbs). This
verb is used to present the object of an emotion, as in 7.15. This usage presumably arose
because the sight of the person or other object of emotion arouses the emotion.

(7.15) ބިރުގަނެއެވެ. މުޒާހަރާދެކެ އެހވާެސް
e=hā=ves
DEM3=amount=EMPH

muzāharā_deke
demonstration_see.CNV

biru_gane=eve
fear_take.PRS.3=END

‘[They] are afraid of so much demonstration.’ (HD)

The verbal particle of nonexistence ނެތް   net̊ ‘is not’ (of which the related verb ނެތެނީ 
 netenī ‘is absent’ is a back-formation, according to Reynolds 2003), has a converb form
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ނެތި   neti, which is used to mean ‘without’. (For more on ނެތް   net̊ ‘is not’, see Section
9.1.6 and Section 12.7.) As a negative, ނެތި   neti ‘without’ takes an object in the indefinite
or unspecified inflection (as does ނުލައި   nulai ‘without’ in 7.13).

(7.16) ބރާެއްނެތި އޭގެފަހަތުގައި
ē-ge_fahatu-gai
DEM3-GEN_behind-LOC

bār-ek̊_neti
force-INDF_without

‘without force behind it’ (HD)

7.1.3 Other postpositions

A few postpositions are not derived from nouns or verbs. The benefactive -ޓަކައި   -ṭakai
may be translated as ‘for’, ‘for the sake of’, or (with a verbal noun object) ‘in order to’.
It takes a noun phrase in the dative case as its object, and it is written as a suffix on
the previous word. Because it is written as a suffix and does not inflect, it is shown
as a clitic in the glosses below, but without any serious theoretical claim.¹ Before the
sentence-final particle -އެވެ   -eve, it will be spelled -ޓަކަ  -  ṭaka, which is also the way it
is pronounced generally. Examples of the use of -ޓަކައި   -ṭakai are in 7.17 and 7.18.

(7.17) ތރާީޚަށްޓަކައި
tārīkh-aṣ̊=ṭakai
history-DAT=for
‘for the sake of history’ (HD)

(7.18) ދުށުމަށްޓަކައި
duṣum-aṣ̊=ṭakai
see.VN-DAT=for
‘in order to see [lit. for the sake of seeing]’ (HD)

The benefactive postposition -ޓަކައި   -ṭakai is unusual in Dhivehi for being a (non-
loan) morpheme that begins with a retroflex consonant. This is presumably because it
always follows a word with the dative case suffix އަށް   aṣ̊, and is thus always in an en-
vironment where a dental assimilates to a preceding retroflex (as described in Section

1 More work is needed to definitively disentangle the concepts of lexical word, phonological
word, and orthographic word in Dhivehi.
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3.5).² The dative case by itself can have a benefactive meaning, so that (for example)
ރާއްޖެއަށް   rājjeaṣ̊ may mean either ‘to the country’ or ‘for the country’, but -ޓަކައި   -ṭakai
is more explicitly and unambiguously benefactive. (For benefactive verbs, see Section
11.2.)

Comparisons are made with the postposition ވުރެ   vure ‘compared to, than’ (some-
times also spelled ވުރެން   vuren̊), as in examples 7.19 and 7.20. There is no morpholog-
ical inflection that creates comparative adjectives in Dhivehi; instead, constructions
with ވުރެ   vure ‘compared to’ are used to make comparatives, as in 7.19. Like -ޓަކައި 
 -ṭakai, ވުރެ   vure ‘compared to’ takes a dative object and is usually (but not always)
written as a suffix.

(7.19) ބޮޑު މާ ގެއަށްވުރެ
ge.aṣ̊=vure
house.DAT=compared.to

mā
great

boḍu
big

‘much bigger than the house’ (FD)

(7.20) ގނިަރުފިޔާ މިލިޔަނަށްވުރެ 90
90
90

milian-aṣ̊=vure
million-DAT=compared.to

gina_rufiyā
many_rufiyaa

‘more than 90 million rufiyaa’ (HD)

The precise sense of ވުރެ   vure is potentially confusing in some contexts. It can be
tempting to translate it as ‘more than’, in cases like 7.19 and 7.20. However, in a context
such as 7.21, such a translation does not work. Whether there is more or less of the rele-
vant quality will be determined by other words in the construction, not by the ވުރެ   vure
‘compared to’. In 7.19 and 7.20 it is the ބޮޑު   boḍu ‘big’ and ގނިަ   gina ‘many’ respectively
that determines the direction of comparison, while in 7.21 it is the ކުޑަ   kuḍa ‘small’.

(7.21) ކުޑަ އަދަބަށްވުރެ އެ
e
DEM3

adab-aṣ=vure
amount-DAT=compared.to

kuḍa
small

‘smaller than that amount’ (HD)

The postposition އެކު   eku or އެކުގައި   ekugai ‘with’, is derived from the quantifier އެއް 
 ek̊ ‘one’, and takes an object in the sociative case. It is also usually spelled as a suffix
on the preceding word, as in 7.22 and 7.23.

2 This suggests that the boundary between -ޓަކައި   -ṭakai and its object is analogous to that
between the elements of a compound word and not to that between a stem and a suffix, as the
boundary in a compound word constitutes the other environment in which a dental assimilates
to a preceding retroflex, as discussed in Section 3.5.
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(7.22) އާއިލއާާއިއެކު
āilā-āi=eku
family-SOC=with
‘with the family’ (HD)

(7.23) ފސަޭހަކަމއާެކު
fasēha-kam-ā=eku
easy-NMLZ-SOC=with
‘with ease’ (HD)

Another of the small set of nonnominal postpositions is ކުރެން   kuren̊ or ކުރެ   kure,
meaning ‘from’. Its use is not common. However, it is sometimes used with a human
object to yield an ablative (‘from’) meaning, given that the regular ablative/instrumen-
tal case ending does not occur with human nouns and pronouns,. In such contexts,
illustrated in 7.24, the human noun is in the direct case. When used with other nouns,
ކުރެން   kuren̊ assigns ablative/instrumental case, as in 7.25. ކުރެން   kuren̊ is often, but
not always, written as a suffix on the preceding word.

(7.24) އަހައި އެޑިޓަރުކުރެން
eḍiṭaru=kuren̊
editor=from

ahai
ask.CNV

‘having asked [of] the editor’ (HD)

(7.25) ކަމެއް ކޮންމެވެސް ތިންކަމުންކުރެ
tin̊_kam-un=kure
three_action-ABL=from

komme=ves
some=EMPH

kam-ek̊
action-INDF

‘some one (or other) action out of three’ (HD)

7.2 Adverbs
Like postpositions, adverbs in Dhivehi are usually derived from words of other lexical
categories, particularly adjectives and nouns.

Perhaps the most common way of deriving adverbs is to use a noun or adjective
and add -ން   -n, also the ablative/instrumental case ending. Thus it is not clear whether
these words belong to a separate word class (that of adverbs, albeit derived), or whether
they are simply a particular use of ablative/instrumental nouns. In other words, it is
not entirely clear whether these words are lexically adverbs or lexically nouns that
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fill an adverbial syntactic role. When -ން   -n is added to a noun to create a manner ad-
verb, an instrumental meaning does seem to be at work: for example, ކަށަވަރު   kaṣavaru
‘certainty’ yields ކަށަވަރުން   kaṣavarun̊ ‘certainly’, or ‘with certainty’. However, such an
instrumental meaning is less obvious when the base word is an adjective, as when މަދު 
 madu ‘rare’ becomes މަދުން   madun̊ ‘rarely’. On the other hand, given that the bound-
ary between adjectives and nouns is rather fluid (see Section 5.6.3), this may be an
instrumental noun meaning ‘with rarity’. Sometimes in the derivation of such adverbs
the adjective is reduplicated, so that މަދު   madu ‘rare’ may also become މަދުމަދުން   madu-
madun̊ ‘rarely’. This tends to have an intensifying effect.

It is also the case that the suffix -ން   -n creates adverbs of time and place from the
same sorts of nouns that are used to create postpositions; in such cases perhaps the ab-
lative side of the ablative/instrumental case is at work. Examples include ފަހުން   fahun̊
‘afterward’ (from ފސަް   fas ‘back’), ކުރިން   kurin̊ ‘before, earlier’ (from ކުރި   kuri ‘front’),
and މަތިން   matin̊ ‘above, aloft’ (from މަތި   mati ‘top’). Presumably it is the adverbial use
of many of the postpositional phrases in Section 7.1.1 that triggers the inclusion of so
many ablative/instrumental case forms in the postpositions there.

Adverbs may also be derived from adjectives and nouns with the addition of -އަށް 
 -aṣ̊, identical in form to the dative case suffix. While the dative case use and the ad-
verbial use overlap in some instances, as in ކުރިއަށް   kuriaṣ̊, which can mean other ‘for-
ward’ (adverbial) or ‘to the front’ (dative), in other instances the connection between
the two uses of -އަށް   -aṣ̊ is considerably less clear.. Thus ބޮޑު   boḍu, ‘big’’ becomes ބޮޑަށް 
 boḍaṣ̊ ‘greatly’, and އަވަސް   avas ‘quick, speed’ becomes އަވަހަށް   avahaṣ̊ ‘quickly, soon’.
In some instances, an adverb with -އަށް   -aṣ̊ and an adverb with -ން   -n both exist but
with slightly different meanings, as in މައްޗަށް   maccaṣ ‘up, upward’ versus މަތިން   matin̊
‘above, aloft’, both derived from މަތި   mati ‘top’. Similarly, ކުރިއަށް   kuriaṣ̊ means ‘for-
ward, ahead’, while ކުރިން   kurin̊ means ‘before’ or ‘early’. Both are derived from ކުރި 
 kuri ‘front’.

Adverbs of manner may also be derived from adjectives via -ކޮށް   -koṣ̊, which is
identical in form to the converb of the verb ކުރަނީ   kuranī, ‘does’ (see Section 8.3.3.1 for
converbs). Thus ޚއާްސަ   khāssa, ‘special’ becomes ޚއާްސަކޮށް   khāssa-koṣ̊ ‘especially’,
އނާްމު   āmmu ‘general, common’ becomes އނާްމުކޮށް   āmmu-koṣ̊ ‘generally’, and ކުޑަ   kuḍa
‘small’ becomes ކުޑަކޮށް   kuḍa-koṣ̊ ‘a little, slightly’. Such adverbs are identical in form
to adjective-converb constructions, so that ކުޑަކޮށް   kuḍa-koṣ̊ can mean either ‘a little’
or ‘having reduced’. One thing that sometimes helps to distinguish the two is that the
adverbial -ކޮށް   -koṣ̊ does not take the successive particles -ފައި   -fai or -ގެން   -gen̊ that
the converb ކޮށް   koṣ̊ often does (for which see Section 8.3.5). Sometimes, however, only
context distinguishes the two.

Adverbs—or more accurately, adverbial phrases—may also be derived with the use
of the word ގޮތުން   gotun̊, ‘with the way’, ablative/instrumental of ގޮތް   got̊ ‘way, man-
ner’. An example is ގޮތުން  ޖޯގްރަފީ  jōgrafī gotun̊, ‘geographically’.
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Many adverbs of time—such as އިއްޔެ   iyye ‘yesterday’ and މިހރާު   mihāru ‘now’—are
related to corresponding nouns. If the noun ends in a vowel, the noun and the adverb
are identical. However, when the noun ends in a consonant, the adverb will end in
the adverbial/oblique -އު   -u.³ Thus ހޯމަދުވަސް   hōmaduvas is the noun ‘Monday’, but
ހޯމަދުވަހު   hōmaduvahu is an adverb, translatable as ‘on Monday’. As mentioned above,
some adverbs of time are derived from nouns with the ablative instrumental suffix -ން 
 -n̊. These are often the same as the nouns which are also used as postpositions, such
as ކުރި   kuri ‘front’, which forms both the adverb ކުރިން   kurin̊ ‘before, earlier’ and the
postposition ކުރިން   kurin̊ ‘before’ (as well as the adverb ކުރިއަށް   kuriaṣ̊ ‘forward, ahead’
and the postposition ކުރީގައި   kurīgai ‘before’).

Other adverbs that have the same form as a noun or adjective include the sentence
adverb އަސްލު   aslu ‘actually, really’ (used in much the way actually is in English), which
means ‘origin’ as a noun and ‘real’ or ‘original’ as an adjective. The adverb އަދި   adi ‘still,
yet’ is form identical to a conjunction meaning ‘and’. The adverb އަނެއްކާ   anekkā ‘again’
appears to be derived from the adjective އަނެއް   anek̊ ‘the other’, but not in any regular
or productive way.

Certain other adverbs are created by the combination of a demonstrative (for which
see Section 6.1) with an adverbial particle or a noun. These include މިހެން   mi-hen̊ ‘this
way, like this’ and އެހެން   e-hen̊ ‘that way, like that’, މިފަދަ   mi-fada ‘this manner’ and
އެފަދަ   e-fada ‘that manner’, and މިކަހަލަ   mi-kahala ‘this sort’ and އެކަހަލަ   e-kahala ‘that
sort’ as adverbs of manner; މިތަން   mi-tan̊ ‘here’ and އެތަން   e-tan̊ ‘there’ and މިކޮޅު   mi-
koḷu ‘this side’ and އެކޮޅު   e-koḷu ‘that side’ as adverbs of place; and މިހރާު   mihāru ‘now’
and އޭރު   ēru ‘then’ as adverbs of time. As appropriate to context, forms with ތި(ޔަ)   ti(ya)
may also be used, but are rare in formal writing, in which the location of the audience
is rarely relevant. However, these adverbs may also occur in other contexts without
demonstratives. Certain examples are discussed in Section 13.4.4.

7.3 Degree modifiers
Degree modifiers are often classified as adverbs, but unlike regular adverbs in English
or Dhivehi, degree modifiers (such as English very) modify adjectives and adverbs and
sometimes other categories as well. Dhivehi lexicography recognizes degree modifiers
as a separate lexical category, known as އިތުރު   ituru ‘extra’ or ‘additional’ from the fact
that they give extra meaning to the adjective or adverb they are used with. (Adjectives
are similarly known as ނަންއިތުރު   nam̊-ituru ‘noun-extra’ and adverbs as ކަންއިތުރު   kam̊-
ituru ‘verb-extra’).

3 Jonathon Lum (p.c.) points out that this final -އު   -u may be an archaic locative which is used
in the modern standard language only in a few contexts such as these time expressions.
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The degree modifier ވަރަށް   varaṣ̊ (from the noun ވަރު   varu ‘amount’) means ‘very’ or
‘very much’ and is very commonly used. It may be used to modify either an adjective,
as in ރަނގަޅު  ވަރަށް  varaṣ̊ ran̆gaḷu ‘very good’; an adverb, as in ވަރަށްބޮޑަށް   varaṣ̊-boḍaṣ̊
‘very greatly’; a quantifier, as in ބައިވަރު  ވަރަށް  varas̊ baivaru ‘very many’; or a verb,
as in ވސިްނަނީ  ވަރަށް  varaṣ̊ visnanī ‘thinks very much’. A more literary word with the
same meaning is ނުހަނު   nuhanu ‘very’.

The degree modifier ހދާަ   hāda means ‘very’ or ‘many a’ and may be used to modify
nouns, where it triggers the indefinite inflection, as in ޝަކުވއާެއް  ހދާަ  hāda shakuvāek̊
‘many a complaint’; adjectives, as in ފިނޑި  ހދާަ  hāda fin̆ḍi ‘very timid’; and adverbs, as
in ސަޅިކޮށް  ހދާަ  hāda saḷikoṣ̊ ‘very nicely’. While both ވަރަށް   varaṣ̊ and ހދާަ   hāda mean
‘very’, ހދާަ   hāda has a more exclamatory feel.

The indefinite noun ތަންކޮޅެއް   tan̊koḷek̊, meaning literally ‘a bit of space’, can be
used as a degree modifier in the same way that ‘a bit’ is in English, as in ތަންކޮޅެއްކުރނިް 
 tan̊koḷek̊-kurin̊ ‘a bit earlier’.

The word ހަމަ   hama (cognate with English same) can function as a degree modifier
meaning ‘simply’ or ‘just’. It is also a noun meaning ‘justice’, ‘order’, or ‘rhythm’ and
an adjective meaning ‘just’, ‘equal’, or ‘level’.



8 Verbs and Verb Morphology
Dhivehi verbs display a considerable amount of morphology. The finite verbs, which
are fully inflecting main-clause verbs, inflect for three tenses (past, present, and fu-
ture) and show some person agreement with the subject of the sentence (as discussed
in Section 8.3.1). In addition to finite verb forms there are also medial and nonfinite
forms. Medial verb forms are participles, which inflect for past, present, and future
tenses but never for person. They are discussed in Section 8.3.2. Participles are used
in Dhivehi to modify nouns and to mark focus and progressive aspect. The nonfinite
verb forms (Section 8.3.3) do not inflect for either tense or person. They are the infini-
tive, the verbal noun, and the conjunctive verb or converb, which is used for certain
types of verbs that are subordinate to the main verb of a sentence.

Structurally, a verb can be divided into three parts: a root, which contains the
verb’s basic meaning; a thematic vowel, which helps to determine the verb’s inflec-
tional class and tense; and an inflectional ending. Together the root and the thematic
vowel can be said to constitute the stem. This structure is illustrated in Figure 8.1.

Figure 8.1: Verb structure

The inflectional ending of a verb varies with tense, person, mood, and aspect, as
will be laid out in Section 8.3. The thematic vowel varies with the verb’s inflectional
class and its tense. The root itself is also subject to morphological processes, which I
consider (following Cain and Gair 2000: 22) to be derivational rather than inflectional
in nature, although they often affect the thematic vowel and the verb’s inflectional
class as well as the root. These derivations reflect whether a verb is active, inactive, or
causative, and whether it is honorific or plain. Because these derivations involve the
root of the verb, I treat them first, in Section 8.1, and turn to inflections afterwards.
Those preferring to begin with inflectional morphology may skip to Section 8.2.

The verb in Figure 8.1 is given in its citation form. The citation form of verbs used in
this grammar is the present progressive participle (discussed further in Section 8.3.2.1)
which ends in -ނީ   -nī, as in ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ or ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’. The present
progressive is generally chosen by Western linguists as the citation form because, un-
like the verbal noun often used for this purpose in the Maldives, it shows the underly-
ing stem vowels and thus reliably distinguishes between inactive and active verbs (as
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explained further in Section 8.3.3.3). Because the present progressive verbs are present-
tense forms, I follow Reynolds (2003) in glossing them as third-person present verbs
in English so as to emphasize that they are marked for present tense (though not in
fact for person).

The stem that precedes the -ނީ   nī of the citation form is the present-tense stem.
Most active but non-honorific verbs have stems that are two syllables long, with most
of the stem vowels being /a/ in the present tense. This is not a hard-and-fast rule, how-
ever, as some verbs contain other vowels or are longer or shorter than two syllables.
The shorter verbs tend to be commonly used irregular verbs such as ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’,
ކަނީ   kanī ‘eats’, and ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’. The longer verbs are often (but not always) com-
pounds, at least historically.¹

Verbs are a closed class in Dhivehi: new verbs are not created or borrowed. Instead,
certain verbs are used to incorporate loanwords into compound verbs, as discussed
further in Section 11.1.

8.1 Derivational verb families
Most verbs in Dhivehi exist as part of a derivational family, meaning that their stems
are derivationally related. These families extend in two dimensions. One dimension
reflects a combination of the verb’s valence (the number of arguments it takes) and the
agentivity of its subject. On this dimension a typical verb family will have one member
that is intransitive, involitive, and/or inactive; one member that is transitive and/or
active; and a member that is causative. Valence plays a part in differentiating between
these verbs, in that an intransitive verb takes just one argument, a transitive verb takes
two (a subject and an object), and a causative takes three (the causer of the action,
the doer of the action, and the object of the action). However, even if a verb has two
arguments, if the doer of the action is not behaving volitionally, the verb will fall in the
same derivational category as an intransitive verb due to the subject’s low agentivity.
Analogously, a verb whose subject is the external cause of an action or change of state

1 While the compound status of the longer verbs is not always clear from the presence of two
distinct, synchronically meaningful components, it can be determined by the behavior of its
vowels and by the placement of the negation morpheme. The vowels of the active verb that are
contained in the final part of a compound undergo changes to derive inactive or past tense
verbs or verbal nouns, as described later in this chapter in Section 8.3.1 and Section 8.3.3.3.
Those that are part of an initial compounding element do not. Thus uncompounded ފަތުރަނީ 
 faturanī ‘spreads (something)’ has the verbal noun ފެތުރަނީ   feturum̊, with the first /a/ changed
to /e/, while compounded ހުށަހަޅަނީ   huṣa-haḷanī ‘proposes’ has the verbal noun ހުށަހެޅުން 
 huṣa-heḷum̊, in which the first /a/ is left unchanged. The negative marker ނު-   nu- immediately
precedes the final element of the compound, as in (with loss of the /h/ and assimilation of the
/u/) ހުށަނާޅަނީ   huṣa-nāḷanī ‘does not propose’.
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on the part of someone or something else is considered causative, even if there is no
third argument (as in ‘causes to grow’). Thus both valence and the subject’s degree of
agentivity are relevant.

The second dimension of derivation is the plain/honorific distinction. Honorific
verbs are used when the subject of the verb (or the agent of the action, if it is an inactive
verb whose subject is not the agent) is of high status. Most honorific verbs are derived
from their plain counterparts, but a few are not (i.e., they are suppletive).

In the prototypical case, the two dimensions of valence/agentivity and honorific
status together result in six derivationally related verbs, referred to here as siblings,
though it can be hard to find attestations of all six siblings of a given family in a corpus.

A verb family based on the regular verb ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ is presented in Ta-
ble 8.1, while the family of the extremely common but somewhat irregular verb ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī ‘does’ is presented in Table 8.2. The following subsections consider valence/a-
gentivity and honorific verbs in more detail.

Intransitive/
involitive/ inactive Active Causative

Plain ހެދެނީ 
 hedenī
‘is made, grows’

ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ހައްދަނީ 
 haddanī
‘causes to make,
causes to grow’

Honorific ހެއްދެވެނީ 
 heddevenī
‘is made (hon)’

ހައްދަވަނީ 
 haddavanī
‘makes (hon)’

ހައްދައްވަނީ 
 haddavvanī
‘causes to make,
causes to grow (hon)’

 

Table 8.1: Verb families: ‘make’
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Intransitive/
involitive/ inactive Active Causative

Plain ކުރެވެނީ 
 kurevenī
‘is done’

ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

ކުރުވަނީ 
 kuruvanī
‘causes to do’

Honorific ކުރެއްވެނީ 
 kurevvenī
‘is done (hon)’

ކުރައްވަނީ 
 kuravvanī
‘does (hon)’

ކުރައްވަވަނީ 
 kuravvavanī
‘causes to do (hon)’

 

Table 8.2: Verb families: ‘do’

8.1.1 Valence and agentivity

As already mentioned, most Dhivehi verbs occur in derivational families, with inac-
tive/involitive, active/volitive, and causative members. The inactive/involitive verbs,
which Cain and Gair (2000) conveniently call IN-verbs, describe actions that are not
volitionally performed (involitive) or do not have an agent as subject (inactive or pas-
sive). They are also used to express the ability to perform an action or to be in a partic-
ular state. This use of the IN-verbs to express abilities means that most Dhivehi verbs
have an IN-form, even stative verbs that might not be expected to vary along the lines
of agentivity (see Section 8.1.1.1 for stative verbs of existence and location). The active
or volitive verbs (hereafter simply called active verbs) involve an agentive subject act-
ing upon something or someone (whether explicitly named or not). Causative verbs are
used when the subject is causing someone or something else to do something. Such
verbs take the causer as a subject and retain the direct object of the active verb as their
direct object, while the causee (the subject of the active verb) is expressed in a phrase
headed by ލައްވައި   lavvai (see Section 12.2.1 for a discussion of verbal arguments).

In the typical case, there are triples of related verbs (IN, active, and causative), sev-
eral examples of which are shown in Table 8.3. While the derivational relationships
illustrated here are generally productive, some verbs lack a value on the valence/agen-
tivity scale (see Section 8.1.1.1), and some verbs may actually have a fourth member of
the family, that of IN-Causative, which is used for the passives of causative verbs, as
in ޖެއްސެނީ   jessenī ‘is caused to be struck, is caused to be touching’.

Taking the active (middle column) forms of Table 8.3 as basic, the IN-verbs are
derived by fronting all the stem /a/ vowels to /e/ (maintaining vowel length), but only
insofar as the vowels are contained in a single stem—the vowels in the first element
of a compound remain unaffected. Stem vowels in Dhivehi active verbs are often /a/
(long or short), but there are numerous exceptions, and those exceptional vowels do
not change; thus the /u/ in the first syllable of ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ (Table 8.2) and of
ގުޅަނީ   guḷanī ‘joins’ (Table 8.3) remains constant throughout the derivational family. In
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IN-verb Active verb Causative verb

ޖެހެނީ 
 jehenī
‘is struck, touches,
happens’

ޖަހަނީ 
 jahanī
‘strikes, applies’

ޖައްސަނީ 
 jassanī
‘causes to strike, arranges’

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘is begun’

ފަށަނީ 
 faṣanī
‘begins (something)’

ފައްޓަނީ 
 faṭṭanī
‘causes to begin’

ގުޅެނީ 
 guḷenī
‘is joined’

ގުޅަނީ 
 guḷanī
‘joins’

ގުޅުވަނީ 
 guḷuvanī
‘causes to join’

ލެވެނީ 
 levenī
‘is put’

ލނަީ 
 lanī
‘puts’

ލައްވަނީ 
 lavvanī
‘causes to put’

 

Table 8.3: Valence/agentivity triples

many or most cases, the vowel fronting is the only change, although some verbs, such
as ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’, also add a އެވ   -ev to the root to derive the IN-verb. The addition
of the އެވ   -ev is predictable in verbs whose active (non-honorific) stem is monosyllabic
(as in ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’), contains a geminate /nn/, or contains an /e/ as the thematic
vowel; but it also occurs irregularly in certain other verbs. Examples of އެވ   -ev in IN-
verbs are shown in Table 8.4. Many of these verbs, including those with monosyllabic
active stems and those with /nn/ in their stems, are irregular in various other ways as
well.

The causative forms are derived either by gemination or by affixation to the root.
Generally, the last consonant of the root will geminate if that consonant is a geminat-
able consonant—that is, if it is a single consonant that is not ރ   r, ޅ   ḷ, ޑ   ḍ, ނޑ   ňḍ, or
ޔ   y.² As in the gemination (and palatalization) process described in Section 3.6.4, the
geminate of a prenasalized stop is a full nasal-stop sequence, the geminate of /ṣ/ is /ṭṭ/,
the geminate of /f/ is /pp/, and the geminate of /h/ is /ss/. In a few cases, geminate
/nn/ appears to “geminate” as /nd/ or /dd/, but these are cases where the present-

2 These ungeminatable consonants are the same set as those that do not geminate in the
gemination and palatalization process described in Section 3.6.4, with the addition of ޔ   y,
which does not occur in the triggering environment for the gemination and palatalization
process in Section 3.6.4.
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IN-verb Active or existential/locational verb

ދެވެނީ   devenī ‘is given’ ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’

ދެވެނީ   devenī ‘can go’ ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’

ކެވެނީ   kevenī ‘is eaten’ ކަނީ   kanī ‘eats’

ބުނެވެނީ   bunevenī ‘is said’ ބުނަނީ   bunanī ‘says’

ހުރެވެނީ   hurevenī ‘is found/able to be
(sitting)’

ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī ‘is (standing)’

އުޅެވެނީ   uḷevenī ‘is found/able to be’ އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘is, lives’

ކުޅެވެނީ   kuḷevenī ‘is played’ ކުޅެނީ   kuḷenī ‘plays’

އާދެވެނީ   ādevenī ‘is able to come’ އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’

ނުކުމެވެނީ   nukumevenī ∼

ނިކުމެވެނީ   nikumevenī ‘is able to go out’

ނުކުންނަނީ   nukunnanī ∼

ނިކުންނަނީ   nikunnanī ‘goes out’

ބެލެވެނީ   belevenī ‘is looked at’ ބަލަނީ   balanī ‘looks’
 

Table 8.4: Verbs with -ev in IN-form

tense form actually contains /n̆d/ or /d/ and not /nn/, so it is that /n̆d/ or /d/ that is
the source of the geminated /nd/, as discussed further at the end of this section.

Where gemination cannot apply, the causatives are formed by lengthening the
root, adding -އުވ   -uv or sometimes އަވ   -av before the thematic vowel. The thematic
vowel of a causative verb will always be އަ   a, regardless of the final vowel of the ac-
tive stem (unless the verb is an IN-causative). In a few cases, in verbs whose active
stem is monosyllabic, both strategies (gemination and suffixation) are used, creating
causatives such as ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī ‘causes to put, joins’ to correspond with active ލނަީ 
 lanī ‘puts’. Verbs whose last stem consonant is ލ   l tend to have two possible forms,
one with the geminate and one with the affix, as in the case of ބަލަނީ   balanī ‘looks’ in
Table 8.5.

As Fritz analyzes it, the geminate and suffixing forms of the causative have the
same origin historically: affixation of /-va/ to the active root. The /v/ would assimi-
late to the previous consonant in certain cases, creating a geminate; but after other
consonants an epenthetic /u/ would be added before the /v/ (Fritz 2002: 170). The his-
torical derivation cannot be all that is going on in the modern language, however, as
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demonstrated by the cases like ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī ‘causes to put, joins’, which use both
the affixation and the gemination strategies, presumably in order to fit a preferred root
shape for causative verbs.

Examples of active versus causative verbs are given in Table 8.5. In some cases the
causative verbs have developed somewhat different meanings from the original simple
causative of the active verb.

Active/transitive Causative

ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’ ދެވަނީ   devanī ‘causes to give’

ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’ ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī ‘causes to put, joins’

ގުޅަނީ   guḷanī ‘joins’ ގުޅުވަނީ   guḷuvanī ‘causes to join’

ހުއްޓަނީ   huṭṭanī ‘stops’ ހުއްޓުވަނީ   huṭṭuvanī ‘causes to stop’

ހނިގަނީ   hin̆ganī ‘walks’ ހނިްގަނީ   hinganī ‘causes to go, administers’

ކިޔަނީ   kiyanī ‘reads’ ކިޔަވަނީ   kiyavanī ‘studies’

ބަލަނީ   balanī ‘looks’ ބައްލނަީ   ballanī∼ ބަލުވަނީ   baluvanī ‘causes to look’

ކުޅެނީ   kuḷenī ‘plays’ ކުޅުވަނީ   kuḷuvanī ‘causes to play’

ވިހަނީ   vihanī ‘gives birth’ ވިއްސަނީ   vissanī ‘causes to be born/hatched’

ކަނޑަނީ   kan̆ḍanī ‘cuts off’ ކަނޑުވަނީ   kan̆ḍuvanī ‘dismisses’

ފަށަނީ   faṣanī ‘begins (something)’ ފައްޓަނީ   faṭṭanī ‘causes to begin’

ހިފަނީ   hifani ‘grasps’ ހިއްޕނަީ   hippanī ‘causes to stick on’

ބިންނަނީ   binnanī ‘picks’ ބިންދަނީ   bindanī ‘breaks, snaps’

ވަންނަނީ   vannanī ‘enters’ ވައްދަނީ   vaddanī ‘lets in’
 

Table 8.5: Causative verbs

While the relationships between siblings on the valence/agentivity scale are de-
scribed in this section using the citation forms of the verbs, the relationship is some-
times more easily seen using the third-person present tense of the active verbs. Thus
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the involitive ހުރެވެނީ   hurevenī ‘is able to be (sitting)’ is more obviously related to third-
person active ހުރޭ   hurē ‘is (sitting)’ than to its citation form ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī; gem-
inated causative ބިންދަނީ   bindanī ‘breaks, snaps’ is more obviously related to third-
person active ބިނދޭ   bin̆dē ‘picks’ than to its citation form ބިންނަނީ   binnanī; and causa-
tive ވައްދަނީ   vaddanī ‘lets in’ is more obviously related to third-person active ވަދޭ   vadē
‘enters’ than to citation ވަންނަނީ   vannanī. These differences in stem consonants be-
tween third-person and citation forms occur in the n-stem verbs, presented in Section
8.3.1.

Families of verbs in which a vowel change marks the difference between the in-
transitive/inactive and the transitive (or “first causative”), and a /v/-containing suffix
creates the causative (or “second causative”) are common in Indo-Aryan languages
(Masica 1991: 315–321; Kachru 2008: 87, 92). Sinhala and Dhivehi have both made the
relationships between the members of the derivational verb families quite regular and
thoroughgoing. The two Insular Indo-Aryan languages use the valence/agentivity cat-
egories in similar ways (Gair 2003: 785–786; Gair 1998 [1971]; Chandralal 2010: 52–53;
Cain 1995).

8.1.1.1 Two-valence and existential/locational verbs
There are two sets of verbs that fill only two of the three values on the valence/agen-
tivity scale. One of these sets lacks an active form. They are generally verbs of passive
experience, such as seeing or receiving, or of actions that can be non-volitional or can
be caused, but cannot be done volitionally, such as raining. The relationship between
the IN-verbs and the causative verbs in these families is the same as that between IN-
verbs and causatives generally; there is simply a missing sibling in the family. However,
insofar as the active verbs are generally taken to be basic, with the IN-verbs and the
causative verbs each derived from the active verbs rather than from each other, these
verbs can be said to be formed as though an active verb existed. In other words, the IN-
verbs can be created by fronting the /a/ vowels of the (nonexistent) active forms, and
the causatives can be formed by gemination or suffixation of the same nonexistent
active forms. Examples of these two-valence verbs are in Table 8.6.

The other set of verbs with a reduced valence/agentivity scale is that of existential
and locational verbs. These verbs express existence, becoming, being located in a par-
ticular place, or being located in a particular place while being in a particular posture.
These verbs are not particularly active or agentive in their meaning and therefore they
do not entirely fit the derivational schema operative in most Dhivehi verbs. However,
they do have derived IN-verb forms, used in their ability-marking role and in a mean-
ing that translates as ‘found to be’ or ‘finds one’s self to be’ that suggests that the state
is accidental or surprising. The existential and locational verbs in their non-IN forms
straddle the active/inactive divide that separates other verbs. Unlike true IN-verbs they
have person-marked finite forms, and some of their senses are more active or volitional
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IN-verb Causative

ދެކެނީ 
 dekenī
‘sees’

ދައްކަނީ 
 dakkanī
‘shows, pays’

އެނގެނީ 
 en̆genī
‘is known’

އަންގަނީ 
 anganī
‘informs’

އުފެދެނީ 
 ufedenī
‘is founded’

އުފައްދަނީ 
 ufaddanī
‘founds, produces’

ލިބެނީ 
 libenī
‘is received’

ލިއްބަނީ 
 libbanī
‘supplies’

ނިމެނީ 
 nimenī
‘is finished’

ނިންމަނީ 
 nimmanī
‘finalizes, decides’

ވެހެނީ 
 vehenī
‘rains’

ވެއްސަނީ 
 vessanī
‘causes rain’

އވިެނީ 
 ivenī
‘hears’

އިއްވަނީ 
 ivvanī
‘announces’

 

Table 8.6: Two-valence verbs

than others (thus ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī ‘is standing’ can mean ‘waits’ and އިންނަނީ   innanī
‘is sitting’ can mean ‘marries’). However, their perfect forms tend to look like IN-verb
perfects (for which see Section 8.3.3.2). Existential and locational verbs often do not
have causative forms.

Existential and locational verbs are shown in Table 8.7. The last verb in the table,
the inherently plural ތބިެނީ   tibenī ‘are located’, does have a causative, ތިއްބަނީ   tibbanī
‘fixes, sets’, but with some difference in meaning.
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IN-verb Existential/Locational/Postural

ވެވެނީ 
 vevenī
‘is able to be’

ވަނީ 
 vanī
‘is, becomes’

އުޅެވެނީ 
 uḷevenī
‘is able/found to be/live’

އުޅެނީ 
 uḷenī
‘is, lives’

އިނދެވެނީ 
 in̆devenī
‘is able/found to be sitting/married’

އިންނަނީ 
 innanī
‘is sitting, marries’

އޮވެވެނީ 
 ovevenī
‘is able/found to be lying’

އޮންނަނީ 
 onnanī
‘is lying’

ހުރެވެނީ 
 hurevenī
‘is able/found to be standing’

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘is standing’

ތބިެވެނީ 
 tibevenī
‘are able/found to be located’

ތބިެނީ 
 tibenī
‘are located’

 

Table 8.7: Existential and locational verbs

8.1.2 Honorific verbs

Verbs play a major role in the Dhivehi honorific system. Honorific verbs are used when
talking about high-status individuals. High honorific verbs are used to speak about the
highest status people, such as scholars, judges, sheikhs, members of parliament, and
government officials. Mid-level honorific verbs are used to speak about people of lesser
but still elevated status, such as one’s parents and members of the military. In many
cases mid-level and high honorific verbs are the same, but not always. The use of hon-
orific verbs is not dependent on the status of the person one is speaking to but rather
on the status of the subject of the verb (or the agent of the action of a passive verb).
Thus Dhivehi verbs express referent honorifics but not addressee honorifics (though
in second-person contexts the person spoken about and the person spoken to are the
same, so second-person verbs may be honorific). In this sense honorific verbs are un-
like the first-person deferential pronouns that are specifically used when speaking to
such high-status individuals. Honorific verbs are never used in the first person—the
honorific system does not allow one to elevate one’s self. The system of honorific verbs
in Dhivehi is to the best of my knowledge unique among Indo-Aryan languages in be-
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ing historically based on causative morphology rather than plural morphology. The
reason for the association of causative morphology with honorific verbs would appear
to be that the ability to cause others to act is associated with high status. (See Section
4.3 for an introduction to the honorific system.)

There are a couple of different types of honorific verbs. The first type consists of the
morphologically derived ones. These are historically related to causatives (Fritz 2002:
170–171) and are created by what is basically a reapplication of causative derivation to
causative verbs (i.e., they are morphologically speaking double causatives). For exam-
ple, to create the honorific of ގުޅަނީ   guḷanī ‘joins’, one first takes its causative, ގުޅުވަނީ 
 guḷuvanī ‘causes to join’. The final consonant of the causative stem is then geminated,
to give ގުޅުއްވަނީ   guḷuvvanī ‘joins (hon)’. If the causative was formed by gemination,
then gemination cannot apply again, so the affixation version of the process applies
instead. Thus the honorific of ފަށަނީ   faṣanī ‘begins (something)’ is ފައްޓަވަނީ   faṭṭavanī
‘begins (hon)’ via the causative ފައްޓަނީ   faṭṭanī ‘causes to begin’. The one difference
between the honorific and the causative suffixation is that the honorific suffix is more
usually /-av/ while the causative suffix is more often /-uv/, as seen in the contrast be-
tween ކުރުވަނީ   kuruvanī ‘causes to do’ and ކުރައްވަނީ   kuravvanī ‘does (hon)’. This is not
a hard-and-fast rule, however. Examples of morphologically derived honorific verbs
are given in Table 8.8 (in addition to those already given in Table 8.1 and Table 8.2).

For some verbs, such as ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’, the causative form and the honorific of the
transitive form are the same: ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī. The verb ގެންދަނީ   gendanī ‘takes away’
is also exceptional, in that its causative is ގެންދުވަނީ   genduvanī and the honorific is
ގެންދަވަނީ   gendavanī.

Honorific verbs may themselves appear in the causative form, leading to forms
with three layers of causative morphology, such as ކުރައްވަވަނީ   kuravvavanī ‘causes
to do (hon)’ or ދެއްވަވަނީ   devvavanī ‘causes to give (hon)’, with three applications of
the historical causative morphology (the two that create the honorific meaning plus
one more). In the case of two-valence verbs, however, the honorific of the causative
receives only one more instance of causative morphology (for a total of two), rather
than the total of three of three-valence verbs. Thus the honorific of the two-valence
causative ނިންމަނީ   nimmanī ‘finalizes, decides’ (causative of ނިމެނީ   nimenī ‘ends, is
finished’) is simply ނިންމަވަނީ   nimmavanī. The locational/postural verbs which have
/nn/ in their stems (listed in Table 8.7) also have only one causative morpheme in their
(active) honorific form, as they lack a causative form in the non-honorific. Thus the
honorific of އޮންނަނީ   onnanī ‘is lying’ is އޮންނަވަނީ   onnavanī ‘is lying (hon)’.

The honorific form of IN-verbs is created by fronting the /a/ vowels of the active
honorific to /e/. Thus active honorific ކުރައްވަނީ   kuravvanī ‘does (hon)’ becomes IN-
verb honorific ކުރެވްވެނީ   kurevvenī ‘is done (hon)’, which would be used to describe an
action done by a high-status person.
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Plain active Honorific active

ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

ދެއްވަނީ 
 devvani
‘gives (hon)’

ގުޅަނީ 
 guḷanī
‘joins’

ގުޅުއްވަނީ 
 guḷuvvanī
‘joins (hon)’

ނެރެނީ 
 nerenī
‘puts out, issues’

ނެރުއްވަނީ 
 neruvvanī
‘puts out, issues (hon)’

ބަލަނީ 
 balanī
‘looks’

ބައްލަވަނީ 
 ballavanī
‘looks (hon)’

އަހަނީ 
 ahanī
‘listens, asks’

އައްސަވަނީ 
 assavanī
‘listens, asks (hon)’

ހޮވަނީ 
 hovanī
‘selects’

ހޮއްވަވަނީ 
 hovvavanī
‘selects (hon)’

ހނިގަނީ 
 hin̆ganī
‘walks’

ހނިްގަވަނީ 
 hingavanī
‘walks (hon)’

 

Table 8.8:Morphological (double causative) honorific verbs

A second type of honorific verbs consists of those which are suppletive, that is,
they have different stems from their corresponding plain verbs. This is true of the most
basic verbs of motion, those for ‘go’ and ‘come’, which are not distinguished from each
other in their honorific forms, as shown in Table 8.9. Another verb with a suppletive
form as a high honorific is ބުނަނީ   bunanī ‘speaks’, though its mid-level honorific is
morphologically derived (though somewhat irregularly so, as there is no gemination
of the stem /n/). However, none of the verbs in the ބުނަނީ   bunanī family is used in
reference to God. When God speaks, the verb used to describe it is ވަޙީކުރައްވަނީ   vah̤ī-
kuravvanī, which literally means ‘reveals (hon.)’. Insofar as the verb retains its mean-
ing of ‘reveals’ as opposed to simply ‘speaks’, this verb is not an actual part of the ބުނަނީ 
 bunanī derivational family, but it illustrates how the suppletive honorific forms may
have arisen. If used consistently as the verb of speech for God, over time it may come to
be only a special divine honorific verb meaning ‘speaks’. Using a special verb for other
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honorific categories of agents in an analogous way could lead over time to suppletive
honorific verbs.

The suppletive honorific verbs are summarized in Table 8.9, in which hyphens in
the Romanization show the internal structure of compounds (information useful for
creating negatives and IN-verbs). In the high honorific column, the longer form (with
the -ވަ-   -va-) is more common for ‘come’ and ‘go’.

Plain Mid-level honorific High honorific

އަންނަނީ 
 annanī
‘comes’

 
 
ދުރުވަނީ 
 duruvanī
‘comes/goes (hon)’
 

 
ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 vaḍai-gannavanī ∼
 
ވަޑައިގަންނަނީ 
 vaḍai-gannanī
‘comes/goes (high hon)’

ދަނީ 
 danī
‘goes’

 
ބުނަނީ 
 bunanī
‘speaks’

 
ބުނުއްވަނީ 
 bunuvvanī
‘speaks (hon)’

 
ވިދާޅުވަނީ 
 vidāḷu-vanī
‘speaks (high hon)’

 

Table 8.9: Suppletive honorific verbs

A further type of honorific verb is created by compounding the basic verb (in its
converb form, for which see Section 8.3.3.1) with one of a small number of honorific
verbs. Such verbs are exemplified in Table 8.10. These verbs are mostly verbs of pas-
sive experience (knowing, receiving, hearing, which are also two-valence verbs), verbs
of being, or verbs of motion. These types of verbs differentiate mid-level honorifics
from high-level honorifics, while in certain verbs a special compounding element is
used only for verbs relating to God. Some verbs have morphological (double-causative)
forms for mid-level honorifics, but compounded forms for high-level honorifics and/or
for God. The high-honorific compounding element ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ   vaḍai-gannavanī
(from the high honorific meaning ‘come/go’) is sometimes also found in a shorter form,
without the -ވަ-   -va-, as ވަޑައިގަންނަނީ   vaḍai-gannanī.

The compounding strategy of adding ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī ‘puts (hon)’, shown in Table
8.10 for several mid-level honorifics, is quite freely available to other verbs as well, as
the verb ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’ (and its honorific ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī ‘puts (hon)’) is often used
as a compounding element (see Section 11.2.1.1). The particular thing about the verbs
shown in Table 8.10 is that this is the only generally used mid-level honorific for these
particular verbs.
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Plain Mid-level honorific High honorific Divine honorific

ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī
‘buys, gets’

ގަނެލައްވަނީ 
 gane-lavvanī

ބައްލަވައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 ballavai-gannavanī  

ވަނީ 
 vanī
‘is, becomes’

ވެލައްވަނީ 
 ve-lavvanī

ވެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 ve-vaḍai-gannavanī

ވޮޑިގެންވަނީ 
 voḍigen-vanī

ދެކެނީ 
 dekenī
‘sees’

ދެކެލައްވަނީ 
 deke-lavvanī

ދެކެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 deke-vaḍai-
gannavanī

ދެކެވޮޑިގެންވަނީ 
 deke-voḍigen-vanī

ލިބެނީ 
 libenī
‘receives’

ލިބިލައްވަނީ 
 libi-lavvanī

ލިބިވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 libi-vaḍai-gannavanī

ލިބިވޮޑިގެންވަނީ 
 libi-voḍigen-vanī

ދަންނަނީ 
 dannanī
‘knows’

ދަންނަވަނީ 
 dannavanī

ދެނެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 dene-vaḍai-
gannavanī

ދެނެވޮޑިގެންވަނީ 
 dene-voḍigen-vanī

ނުކުންނަނީ 
 nukunnanī
‘goes out’

ނުކުންނަވަނީ 
 nukunnavanī

ނުކުމެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 nukume-vaḍai-
gannavanī

 

ވަންނަނީ 
 vannanī
‘enters’

ވަންނަވަނީ 
 vannavanī

ވަދެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 vade-vaḍai-
gannavanī ∼
ވެދެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 vede-vaḍai-
gannavanī

 

 

Table 8.10: Compounding honorific verbs

8.2 Inflectional classes
For the purposes of inflection (conjugation), Dhivehi verbs can be divided into four
basic classes, following Cain and Gair (2000). These are shown in Table 8.11.

The first and most common class is the a-stem verbs, made up of those verbs whose
thematic vowel is /-a/ but which are not monosyllabic and whose stem does not con-
tain the geminate /nn/. The thematic vowel is the stem-final vowel just before the -ނީ 
 -nī of the citation form. The majority of active verbs and all causative verbs are in the
a-stem class, since their thematic vowel is /-a/. The finite inflections of a-stem verbs
are given in Section 8.3.1.1.
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Class Definition Example 1 Example 2

a-stem thematic vowel is
/a/; root does not
end in /nn/; stem
is not
monosyllabic

ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’ (active)

ކުރުވަނީ 
 kuruvanī
‘causes to do’ (cau-
sative)

e-stem thematic vowel is
/e/; stem is not
monosyllabic

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘is begun’(IN-verb)

ކުޅެނީ 
 kuḷenī
‘plays’ (active)

n-stem stem contains
/nn/

ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī
‘buys,
takes’(active)

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘is standing’
(locational)

monosyllabic stem stem is
monosyllabic

ވަނީ 
 vanī
‘is, becomes’

ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

 

Table 8.11: Inflectional classes

The second class, the e-stem verbs, is made up of those verbs whose thematic
vowel is /-e/. This e-stem class includes virtually all of the IN-verbs (defined in Sec-
tion 8.1.1), which constitute the majority of verbs in this category. A minority of e-stem
verbs are active, however, such as ކުޅެނީ   kuḷenī ‘plays’ and ނެރެނީ   nerenī ‘puts out,
publishes’. The finite inflections of e-stem verbs are given in Section 8.3.1.2.

The third class, known as n-stem verbs, consists of verbs whose root ends in gem-
inate /nn/, as well as to some extent the irregular verb ބުނަނީ   bunanī ‘says’. The verbs
in this class tend to be irregular, but some generalizations can be made about them as
a class. Their finite inflections are given in Section 8.3.1.3.

The fourth class contains verbs whose stems are monosyllabic. These are high-
frequency irregular verbs. The finite inflections of monosyllabic-stem verbs are given
in Section 8.3.1.4.

8.3 Verbal inflections
When verbs are inflected, they may be finite, medial (or participial), or nonfinite. Finite
verbs inflect for tense, mood, or aspect, and usually for person (all verbs that inflect for
person are finite, and arguably all finite verbs inflect for person, as explained further
in the next paragraph). Participles inflect only for tense, mood, or aspect, never for
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person. Nonfinite verbs do not undergo any further verbal inflection (though they may
take negative concord or, in the case of verbal nouns, noun inflection).

Person marking in active verbs clearly distinguishes the first person, marked by
the suffix -ން   -m̊, from the third person, which displays a long thematic vowel in the
present tense and a final -އެ   -e in the future tense. Prescriptive grammar works in Dhi-
vehi (Ahmad 1970, Jameel 1970) call for a -މު   -mu suffix in the first-person plural and
in the second-person singular and plural, distinct from the first-person singular -ން 
 -m̊. In common contemporary usage, however, the -މު   -mu has come to be regarded
as a “fancy” form of -ން   -m̊ and may also be used for first-person singular as well as
for the first-person plural and the second person in writing.

The situation with the contemporary colloquial second person is more compli-
cated. Cain and Gair (2000: 24) report that it is simply -ން   -m̊, like the first person. Fritz
(2002) reports that in the standard Malé dialect the second-person singular is the same
as the third person, but that the second-person plural takes -މު   -mu. This confusion as
to the second person probably stems from a variety of factors, including the avoidance
of second-person pronouns by speakers of the standard dialect, dialectal differences,
the absence of any person marking in the many types of non-finite verbs as well as in
IN-verbs, and the presence of a prescriptive norm at variance with colloquial usage. A
further factor appears to be at work, however. Lum (n.d.) reports that second-person
forms actually differ between questions and statements.³ Thus in a question (the form
of the second person most easily elicited) second-person subjects take the same ver-
bal agreement as first-person subjects. In a statement, second-person subjects take the
same verbal agreement as third-person subjects. However, given the (presumably con-
servative) evidence of the prescriptive grammars, further work is needed to determine
whether all speakers of all ages follow this pattern for second persons, either in Malé or
elsewhere. Because of the variability of the second-person forms, they are not explic-
itly included in the tables of verb inflections presented in this chapter. Instead, second
persons in questions should be understood to be identical to first persons, while sec-
ond persons in statements should be understood to be identical to third persons. It
should be noted that when speakers use a name or noun phrase to avoid using a pro-
noun, the verb will be in the person that matches the discourse context, rather than
the apparent third person of the name or noun phrase. Although this results in no
difference in second-person statements, second-person questions and first-person ut-
terances show the effect (see 6.11 and 12.122 for examples).

IN-verbs do not vary in their person marking. As explained in more detail in Sec-
tion 8.3.1.3, however, finite IN-verbs and personless participles are not identical, so I
consider finite IN-verbs to be invariably third person rather than to lack person mark-

3 Because of this, Lum (n.d.) considers Dhivehi to exhibit “conjunct-disjunct” verbal marking
rather than person agreement per se. While not all my own fieldwork data aligns with all of
what he presents in his paper, the distinction he makes between second-person questions and
second-person statements makes sense of some otherwise puzzling data.
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ing. Verbs in the imperative, hortative, and optative moods (all of which are described
in Section 8.3.4 below) also do not vary in their person marking. This is because they do
not vary in person—imperatives are invariably second person, optatives are invariably
third person⁴ and hortatives are invariably first person (plural). (The function of these
moods is explained further in Section 8.3.4.1.) Thus one may make the generalization
that finite verbs in Dhivehi show person inflection.

The tense inflections are past, present, and future. The past tense is characterized
by changes in the stem vowels, and the future tense is characterized by lengthening of
the last stem vowel (the thematic vowel), as shown in the upcoming tables.

Dhivehi uses suffixes to distinguish two aspects, a progressive and a perfect, from
the default aspect, which is not morphologically marked. Their formation is discussed
in Section 8.3.2.1 and Section 8.3.3.1. The present progressive form of a verb is used as
the citation form for the purposes of this work. The default aspect is used for simple
present, simple past, and simple future, the basic finite verb inflections. The default
aspect tends to have a habitual sense, especially in the present tense, as it also does in
English (e.g., I sing as opposed to progressive I am singing). Further aspects are created
periphrastically, by the use of auxiliaries, as described in Section 11.3.1.

Beyond the basic (unmarked) indicative mood, Dhivehi marks the potential (Sec-
tion 8.3.4.2), irrealis (Section 8.3.4.3), imperative (Section 8.3.4.1), and hortative (Sec-
tion 8.3.4.1) moods, as well as a special optative mood used only for God (Section
8.3.4.1).

8.3.1 Finite indicative verbs

Finite verbs occur in main clauses. In Dhivehi, finite verbs may only occur in main
clauses, and there may be no more than one finite verb in a sentence. Generally speak-
ing, finite verbs inflect for person, and in the indicative mood they are generally in-
flected for both tense and person. An apparent exception is the IN-verbs, which are
arguably always in the third person.

No inflections for gender occur in Dhivehi verbs (or elsewhere in the language),
while inflection for number also does not occur in the modern colloquial language. Fi-
nite verbs show some person marking, however, in that first person (and second per-
son in questions) are distinguished from third person. The suffix marking first person
(and second person in questions) is -ން   -m̊. Because of the neutralization of word-
final /m/ to [ŋ], the first person ending is indistinguishable from /n/ in most contexts;
however, in written Dhivehi verbs are often followed by the sentence-ending particle

4 Note, however, that what is termed optative in this grammar is not the same mood as that
which Cain and Gair (2000) call optative, which is actually the potential mood. See Section
8.3.4.1.
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-އެވެ   -eve, and in such contexts the /m/ is written as such, i.e., as .މ  The presence of
a quotative particle (see Section 9.1.2) will also reveal the underlying form of the first
person and distinguish it from the infinitive (presented in Section 8.3.3.4). In literary
contexts one may also occasionally encounter the archaic/literary person marking -މު 
 -mu. This suffix applies to first-person plural and second person (both singular and
plural), while first-person singular continues to be marked as -ން   -m̊ even in literary
registers, according to traditional prescription (Ahmad 1970, Jameel 1970). However,
in actual practice use of -މު   -mu for first-person singular is also attested in contexts
where speakers want to sound “fancy.”

This section presents the inflections of indicative verbs in the morphologically un-
marked aspect, in other words, in the simple past, simple present, and simple future.

8.3.1.1 A-stem verbs
The finite indicative inflections of a-stem verbs are shown in Table 8.12, exemplified by
ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ and ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’. ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ is a regular verb,
while ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’, in the right-hand column, is an extremely common verb that
is somewhat irregular (as shown in the third-person present form). As mentioned in
Section 3.6.6, final long -އާ   -ā and -އޭ   -ē in verbs shorten before the sentence-ending
particle -އެވެ   -eve. Thus ހަދާ   hadā ‘make.PRS.3’ and ކުރޭ   kurē ‘do.PRS.3’ are usually
found in shortened form in formal written texts, as finite verbs occur last in a written
sentence. The first-person past forms ending in -އިން   -im̊ are found in speech and many
genres of writing. However, high literary style calls for a long vowel, creating forms
such as ހެދީން   hedīm̊ ‘made’. Prescriptive literary style also calls for the -މު   -mu person
marking in the first-person plural and second person, creating ހެދީމު   hedīmu in the
past tense and ހަދަމު   hadamu in the present. The final /u/ of a verb marked with -މު 
 -mu does not delete before -އެވެ   -eve, despite the usual deletion of /u/ in this context.
For simplicity, only the non-literary first person form is shown in the tables.

The past-tense forms of a-stem verbs show replacement of the present-tense /a/
thematic vowel with /i/ and fronting of all other /a/ vowels to /e/.
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Citation Form (Present Progressive) ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

1st Person Present ހަދަން 
 hadam̊

ކުރަން 
 kuram̊

3rd Person Present ހަދާ 
 hadā

ކުރޭ 
 kurē

1st Person Future ހަދާނަން 
 hadānam̊

ކުރާނަން 
 kurānam̊

3rd Person Future ހަދާނެ 
 hadāne

ކުރާނެ 
 kurāne

1st Person Past ހެދިން 
 hedim̊

ކުރިން 
 kurim̊

3rd Person Past ހެދި 
 hedi

ކުރި 
 kuri

 

Table 8.12: a-stem verbs

8.3.1.2 E-stem verbs
The finite indicative inflections of e-stem verbs are shown in Table 8.13. Most e-stem
verbs are IN-verbs (defined in Section 8.1.1), such as ފެށެނީ   feṣenī ‘begins (intransitive),
is begun’, shown on the left. The most typical IN-verbs do not vary in person marking;
being inactive, they are not things that people can do (although they may be things that
may be done to people or experienced by people); when they do take first- or second-
person subjects, those subjects are not acting with agency. Such non-agentive subjects
usually do not trigger subject agreement.⁵

Some verbs, such as ދެކެނީ   dekenī ‘sees’, shown in the middle column of Table
8.13, occupy a middle ground between typical IN-verbs and active verbs. A verb like
ދެކެނީ   dekenī ‘sees’ is in some sense an IN-verb, since seeing is not a volitional activity.
However, it is like the active verbs in allowing human subjects that can trigger first-
person agreement. Note also that ދެކެނީ   dekenī ‘sees’ is irregular in its inflection in the

5 In some cases, when the subjects are passive experiencers or involuntary actors, rather than
voluntary actors, they are marked with the dative case. “Dative subjects,” as they are known,
do not agree with their verbs. In other cases, when something is happening to the subject, the
subject is in the direct case but still does not trigger person agreement. For more on the use of
IN-verbs and their subjects, see Section 12.4.
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Citation form (present
progressive)

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘is begun’

ދެކެނީ 
 dekenī
‘sees’

ކުޅެނީ 
 kuḷenī
‘plays’

1st person present ―― ދެކެން 
 dekem̊

ކުޅެން 
 kuḷem̊

3rd person present ފެށޭ 
 feṣē

ދެކޭ 
 dekē

ކުޅޭ 
 kuḷē

1st person future ―― ދެކޭނަން 
 dekēnam̊

ކުޅޭނަން 
 kuḷēnam̊

3rd person future ފެށޭނެ 
 feṣēne

ދެކޭނެ 
 dekēne

ކުޅޭނެ 
 kuḷēne

1st person past ―― ދުށިން 
 duṣim̊

ކުޅުނިން 
 kuḷunim̊

3rd person past ފެށުނު 
 feṣunu

ދުށި 
 duṣi

ކުޅުނު 
 kuḷunu

 

Table 8.13: e-stem verbs

past tense.⁶ Furthermore, its third-person past form also participates in the gemination
and palatalization process, becoming ދުއްޓެވެ   duṭṭ-eve with the addition of -އެވެ   -eve.

A few e-stem verbs are not IN-verbs at all, such as ކުޅެނީ   kuḷenī ‘plays’, shown in
the rightmost column. Such verbs are active verbs whose thematic vowel happens to
be /e/. They show some differences in inflection from other e-stem verbs as a result,
one of these being the consistent presence of person marking, as shown in Table 8.13.
Another active e-stem verb is ނެރެނީ   nerenī ‘pushes out, issues’. The existential/lo-
cational verbs އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘is, lives’ and ތބިެނީ   tibenī ‘are (located)’ also take person
marking.

As in other verbs, final long -އޭ   -ē vowels shorten before sentence-final -އެވެ   -eve.

8.3.1.3 N-stem verbs
The n-stem verbs, whose stems contain a geminate /nn/ before their thematic vowel,
display a great deal of irregularity in their past tense and third-person present. Some
representative common n-stem verbs are shown in Table 8.14, while the n-stem verbs

6 The expected third-person past, ދެކުނު   dekunu, means ‘south’. It is reportedly used as a
alternative third-person past by some younger speakers.
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that are verbs of location and posture are in Table 8.15.⁷ As with other verbs, the long
-އޭ   -ē vowels of the third-person present (and the diphthong of the third-person past
of އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’) shorten before -އެވެ   -eve.

The verb ފެންނަނީ   fennanī ‘sees, is seen’ is inflected like the IN-verbs, to which
class it belongs semantically, although most IN-verbs have /e/ as their thematic vowel.
As an IN-verb it has no overtly person-marked forms (and it takes a “dative subject”).
The finite forms are distinct from participles, however, as the finite present is ފެނޭ   fenē,
and the present participle is ފެންނަ   fenna. The formation of the finite present matches
that of the third-person present of other n-stem verbs. One can say, then, that the finite
IN-verbs are invariably third person rather than lacking person. As an IN-verb, ފެންނަނީ 
 fennanī forms its third-person past in -އުނު   -unu. The final /u/ of such a third-person
past ending is deleted in writing before the sentence-ending particle -އެވެ   -eve.

Some n-stem verbs have a phonologically unusual third-person past form, of which
ވަންނަނީ   vannanī ‘enters’ provides an example in Table 8.14. Its third-person past (and
past participle) is spelled ވަން   van̊, but is pronounced [vɛ̃iʔ̯], as though spelled ވަތްނ 
 vat̊n̆ The nasalization here is unusual, in that generally speaking only interjections
are permitted to contain a nasalized vowel that is not followed by a nasal consonant.
Interjections that contain a nasalized vowel indicate the nasalization with ނ  ‘empty
noonu’ (a noonu without a vowel sign or a sukun), but these irregular verb forms use
ން  ‘noonu-sukun’ as though there were a full nasal consonant. Other verbs with such a
third-person past/past participle form include ބަންނަނި   bannanī ‘binds, builds’ and
އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘dons, puts on (clothing)’ (homophonous in its citation form with
އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’, which has the third-person past/past participle form އައި   ai).

The locational/postural n-stem verbs are shown in Table 8.15. Before -އެވެ   -eve ,
the third-person past of ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī ‘is standing’ (in Table 8.15) is ހުއްޓެވެ   huṭṭ-
eve, via the gemination and palatalization process triggered by a vowel-initial suffix
(Section 3.6.4), which applies to the literary/historical form ހުށި   huṣi. The gemination
and palatalization process is not regular in verbs, but does apply to some of them. The
locational/postural verbs are often used in the past tense, as discussed further in Sec-
tion 12.6.

As the tables show, there is a great deal of irregularity in the n-stem verbs, particu-
larly in the last stem consonant of the third-person present and the past tense. Other n-
stem verbs include ކޮންނަނީ   konnanī ‘digs’ and ގެންނަނީ   gennanī ‘brings’, which have
/n/ in their third-person present tense; ބިންނަނީ   binnanī ‘picks’ and ބަންނަނީ   bannanī
‘binds, builds’, which have /n̆d/ in their third-person present tense; and ނުކުންނަނީ 

7 The locational/postural n-stem verbs in Table 8.15 encode both the fact of being somewhere
and that of being in a particular posture—standing, sitting, or lying down. For the usage of
these verbs, see Section 11.3.1 and Section 12.6.
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 nukunnanī ‘goes out’ (sometimes attested as ނިކުންނަނީ   nikunnanī), which has /m/
in its third-person present tense.

Citation form
(present
progressive)

އަންނަނީ 
 annanī
‘comes’

ފެންނަނީ 
 fennanī
‘is seen’

ވަންނަނީ 
 vannanī
‘enters’

ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī
‘buys,
gets’

1st person
present

އަންނަން 
 annam̊

―― ވަންނަން 
 vannam̊

ގަންނަން 
 gannam̊

3rd person
present

އާދޭ 
 ādē

ފެނޭ 
 fenē

ވަދޭ 
 vadē

ގަނޭ 
 ganē

1st person future އަންނާނަން 
 annānam̊

―― ވަންނާނަން 
 vannānam̊

ގަންނާންން 
 gannānam̊

3rd person future އަންނާނެ 
 annāne

ފެންނާނެ 
 fennāne

ވަންނާނެ 
 vannāne

ގަންނާނެ 
 gannāne

1st person past އައިން 
 aim̊

―― ވަނިން 
 vanim̊

ގަތިން 
 gatim̊

3rd person past އައި 
 ai

ފެނުނު 
 fenunu

ވަން 
 van̊ [vɛ̃iʔ]

ގަތް 
 gat̊

 

Table 8.14: n-stem verbs

The irregular verb ބުނަނީ   bunanī ‘speaks, says’ behaves somewhat like an n-stem
verb despite its /n/ not being geminate; its third-person present is ,ބުނޭ  with the final
-އޭ   -ē characteristic of the class. It is also irregular in that it undergoes the gemination
and palatalization process before -އެވެ   -eve, becoming ބުންޏެވެ   buññ-eve in the third-
person past.
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Citation form (present
progressive)

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘is standing’

އިންނަނީ 
 innanī
‘is sitting’

އޮންނަނީ 
 onnanī
‘is lying’

1st person present ހުންނަން 
 hunnam̊

އިންނަން 
 innam̊

އޮންނަން 
 onnam̊

3rd person present ހުރޭ 
 hurē

އިނދޭ 
 in̆dē

އޮވޭ 
 ovē

1st person future ހުންނާނަން 
 hunnānam̊

އިންނާނަން 
 innānam̊

އޮންނާނަން 
 onnānam̊

3rd person future ހުންނާނެ 
 hunnāne

އިންނާނެ 
 innāne

އޮންނާނެ 
 onnāne

1st person past ހުރިން 
 hurim̊

އިނިން 
 inim̊

އޮތިން 
 otim̊

3rd person past ހުރި 
 huri ∼
ހުށި 
 huṣi

އިން 
 in̊

އޮތް 
 ot̊

 

Table 8.15: n-stem locational/postural verbs

8.3.1.4 Monosyllabic-stem verbs
The monosyllabic-stem verbs in Dhivehi are a small class of common, fairly irregu-
lar verbs. Shown in Table 8.16 are three of the most frequent verbs of the language,
ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’, ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’, and ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’. In the case of
ވަނީ   vanī and ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’, the third-person past tense forms are often lengthened,
avoiding verbs that consist of a single light (CV) syllable. The shorter forms also occur,
however. All of the verbs in Table 8.16 are common as verbalizing elements in noun-
verb compounds, discussed in Section 11.1, while ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’ is
also used as an auxiliary and a modal (Section 11.3), and ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’ and ދެނީ   denī
‘gives’ are used as light verbs in verb-verb compounds (Section 11.2.1.1). When ވަނީ   vanī
is used as an auxiliary or a modal, or in the creation of IN-verbs (see Section 11.1), it
does not use the first-person forms shown in the table.

Three further common monosyllabic-stem verbs are given in Table 8.17. Additional
monosyllabic-stem verbs are ރޮނީ   ronī ‘cries’ and ހެނީ   henī ‘laughs’.
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Citation form (present
progressive)

ވަނީ 
 vanī
‘is, becomes’

ލނަީ 
 lanī
‘puts’

ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

1st person present ވަން 
 vam̊

ލނަް 
 lam̊

ދެން 
 dem̊

3rd person present ވޭ 
 vē

ލާ 
 lā

ދޭ 
 dē

1st person future ވނާަން 
 vānam̊

ލނާަން 
 lānam̊

ދޭނަން 
 dēnam̊

3rd person future ވނާެ 
 vāne

ލނާެ 
 lāne

ދޭނެ 
 dēne

1st person past ވނިް 
 vim̊

ލިން 
 lim̊

ދިނިން 
 dinim̊

3rd person past ވި 
 vi ∼
ވީ 
 vī

ލި 
 li ∼
ލީ 
 lī

ދިން 
 din̊

 

Table 8.16: Common monosyllabic-stem verbs

Citation form (present
progressive)

ދަނީ 
 danī
‘goes’

ކަނީ 
 kanī
‘eats’

ބޮނީ 
 bonī
‘drinks’

1st person present ދަން 
 dam̊

ކަން 
 kam̊

ބޮން 
 bom̊

3rd person present ދޭ 
 dē

ކައި 
 kai

ބޮއި 
 boi

1st person future ދނާަން 
 dānam̊

ކާނަން 
 kānam̊

ބޯނަން 
 bōnam̊

3rd person future ދނާެ 
 dāne

ކާނެ 
 kāne

ބޯނެ 
 bōne

1st person past ދިޔައިން 
 diyaim̊

ކެއިން 
 keim̊

ބުއިން 
 buim̊

3rd person past ދިޔަ 
 diya

ކޭ 
 kē

ބުއި 
 bui

 

Table 8.17:More monosyllabic-stem verbs
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8.3.2 Participles

Participles are forms of verbs that inflect for tense but not person and are often used in
Dhivehi to modify nouns. Dhivehi participles occur in present, future, and past forms,
unlike English, which has only present and past participles (as in breaking and broken,
the present and past participles of the verb break).

In most cases the participles look just like third-person forms, but there are a num-
ber of exceptions among present participles, particularly in the n-class of verbs and the
monosyllabic-stem verbs, as well as in some other irregular verbs such as ކުރަނީ   kuranī
‘does’. The result of these exceptions is to make present participles more regular than
third-person present finite verbs. N-stem verbs regularly have present participles that
end in -އަ   -a but are quite irregular in their third-person present finite forms. As for the
other differences between present participles and third-person present verbs, they are
usually that the present participle ends in -އާ  -  ā when the third-person present might
be expected to but does not. Thus the third-person present of ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ is
ކުރޭ   kurē, but its present participle is ކުރާ   kurā. Similarly, the third-person present of
monosyllabic ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’ is ވޭ   vē, but the present participle is ވާ   vā. The same
principle applies to ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’ and ބުނަނީ   bunanī ‘speaks, says’. There is thus a
difference between a third-person finite verb and a personless participle, despite the
fact that relatively few verbs express the difference overtly.

It is important to remember that although participles often look like third-person
finite forms, they are also used with first (and second) person subjects in participial
clauses.

a-stem n-stem e-stem monosyllabic

Citation
form

ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘stands, is’

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘is begun’

ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

Present
participle

ހަދާ 
 hadā

ހުންނަ 
 hunna

ފެށޭ 
 feṣē

ދޭ 
 dē

Future
participle

ހަދާނެ 
 hadāne

ހުންނާނެ 
 hunnāne

ފެށޭނެ 
 feṣēne

ދޭނެ 
 dēne

Past
participle

ހެދި 
 hedi

ހުރި 
 huri

ފެށުނު 
 feṣunu

ދިން 
 din̊

 

Table 8.18: Participles
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Participles are used to modify nouns, as discussed in Section 10.3; to form adver-
bial clauses, as described in Section 13.4; and to form progressive aspect verbs, as in
Section 8.3.2.1. The participles of some typical verbs are shown in Table 8.18.

High literary style calls for a long final vowel in future participles, as in ހަދާނޭ 
 hadānē ‘will make (PTCP)’. The same prescription does not apply to third-person fu-
ture finite verbs, perhaps because in written style verbs are sentence-final and such a
long vowel would be shortened before the sentence-final -އެވެ   -eve anyway.

8.3.2.1 Progressive aspect and focus verbs
The progressive aspect is a commonly used form of the verb in Dhivehi that indicates an
action or state that is, was, or will be ongoing (depending on its tense). The progressive
forms are derived from participles , and in fact Fritz (2002) calls them “long forms” of
participles. Like regular participles, these verb forms inflect for tense but do not inflect
for person. Thus they may be more accurately called progressive participles. Despite
their lack of person marking, however, progressive participles may be used as the main
verb in a sentence in combination with a subject of any person.

The “long participle” form is used for focus verbs as well, which may also serve as
the main verb in a sentence. Focus verbs occur earlier in the sentence than the verb’s
canonical final position, and they draw attention to a focused element that is placed
afterwards (see Section 12.5 for a discussion of focus).

Focus verbs and progressive participles are identical in form. If a verb in the fo-
cus/progressive form is not final in its clause, it is a focus verb. If it is final, it is a pro-
gressive participle. Since a focus verb already has the same inflection as a progressive
verb, it is not possible to differentiate between the progressive and the default aspect
of the simple past/present/future in focus verbs.

The progressive or focus verbs, shown in Table 8.19, end in -ނީ   -nī or -އީ   -ī. The
present progressive, future progressive, and e-stem past progressive forms end in -ނީ 
 -nī, while the past progressive of a-stem, n-stem and most monosyllabic-stem verbs
end in -އީ   -ī. Since a final long -އީ   -ī vowel (unlike -އާ   -ā or -އޭ   -ē) does not shorten
before -އެވެ   -eve, the difference between past progressives and third-person past tense
finite verbs that end in -އި   -i is not obscured at the end of a written sentence.

The present progressive/focus form is the citation form used for verbs in this gram-
mar.
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a-stem n-stem e-stem monosyllabic

Present ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘stands, is’

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘begins, is
begun’

ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

Future ހަދާނީ 
 hadānī

ހުންނާނީ 
 hunnānī

ފެށޭނީ 
 feṣēnī

ދޭނީ 
 dēnī

Past ހެދީ 
 hedī

ހުރީ 
 hurī

ފެށުނީ 
 feṣunī

ދިނީ 
 dinī

 

Table 8.19: Progressive/focus verbs

8.3.2.2 Suffixed forms of participles
Two suffixes whose exact functions are rather hard to pin down occur with present
participles.

The first of these is -ނިވި   -nivi, which attaches to a present participle whose final
vowel (if originally long) is shortened.⁸ The resulting word functions as an adjective.
The most common use of this suffix is in the expression އަންނަނިވި   annanivi, which
makes present participle އަންނަ   anna ‘coming’ specifically mean ‘the following’ in a
piece of text. Other uses seem to provide a sense of possibility, somewhat like -able
does in English. Examples of this use are އިޢާދަކުރަނިވި   iʿāda-kuranivi ‘renewable’ (from
އިޢާދަކުރާ   iʿāda-kurā ‘renewing’) and ދެމެހެއްޓެނިވި   demeheṭṭenivi ‘sustainable’ (from
ދެމެހެއްޓޭ   demeheṭṭē ‘being drawn out’).

The other suffix, -ލެއް   -lek̊, makes a word with some of the properties of a gerund,
or verb form that functions like a noun. In most instances, it is the verbal noun (see
Section 8.3.3.3) that is used as a noun that refers to the action of a verb. However, par-
ticiples with -ލެއް   -lek̊ are used to refer specifically to the manner in which the action is
done, as in ކުރާލެއް   kurālek̊ ‘way of doing’, from ކުރާ   kurā ‘doing’. These -ލެއް   -lek̊ forms
behave as nouns (or noun phrases) in that they fill the role of a subject in a clause or
sentence, but they do not take any further inflection. See Section 12.1.1 for more on the
use of these gerunds.

8 Alternatively, the suffix is -ވި   -vi and it attaches to the long form/focus form of the participle,
whose final vowel is also shortened.
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8.3.3 Nonfinite verbs

The nonfinite (uninflecting) verb forms include verbal nouns, infinitives, and converbs.
These do not inflect for either tense or person (but see Section 8.3.3.2 for the person-
inflecting perfect).

8.3.3.1 Converbs
The converb, short for “conjunctive verb,” is a kind of non-inflecting verb that is typi-
cal of South Asian languages. Many terms for this kind of verb exist, including “abso-
lutive” (Fritz 2002, Reynolds 2003), “conjunctive participle” (Masica 1991) and (some-
what confusingly) “present participle” (Cain and Gair 2000). Dhivehi, like other South
Asian languages, allows only one fully inflected (finite) verb in a sentence. Other verbs
in a sentence are subordinate to that main, finite verb. The converb is one of the major
ways of expressing that subordination, as discussed further in Chapter 11 and Section
13.1. Converbs are often translated as ‘having X’ed’ in a word-for-word translation, but
in actual use there are a number of possible translations, depending on the specific
sentence.

Converbs are shown in Table 8.20 through Table 8.24, along with the perfect forms,
which are discussed below in Section 8.3.3.2. As shown in Table 8.20, the converbs
of a-stem verbs usually end in -އައި   -ai, but the verb ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ is an excep-
tion. However, before the particle -ފައި   -fai (whose use is described in Section 8.3.5),
the -އައި   -ai of an a-stem converb becomes -އާ   -ā, so that, for example, the converb of
ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ is usually ހަދައި   hadai but in suffixed form is ހަދާފައި   hadā-fai.⁹
The same change occurs before the various forms of the verb ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’, which
is commonly used in compound verbs (see Section 11.2.1.1). That the resulting forms
ending in -އާ   -ā are converbs and not participles (as the final vowel might suggest) is
demonstrated by the continued use in such contexts of converbs that do not end in
-އައި   -ai, such as the e-stem converbs and the irregular ކޮށް   koṣ̊ ‘do.CNV’. Occasionally
an -އާ   -ā converb will be used even in the absence of -ފައި   -fai or ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’, and in
such cases comparisons with syntactically similar sentences with other converbs (like
ކޮށް   koṣ̊ ‘do.CNV’) can help to distinguish these converbs from participles.

The converbs of e-stem verbs, as shown in Table 8.21, differ in form depending on
the valence/agentivity of the verb. Generally speaking, the converbs of IN-verbs end

9 From a historical perspective this looks like dissimilation, but as the successive -ފައި   -fai is
nowadays pronounced simply as -ފަ   -fa or -ފާ   -fā, it is no longer so in the modern language.
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a-stem, regular a-stem, irregular a-stem, irregular

Citation
form

ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

ލިޔަނީ 
 liyanī
‘writes’

Converb ހަދައި 
 hadai

ކޮށް 
 koṣ̊

ލިޔެ 
 liye

Perfect 1st
person

ހަދައިފިން 
 hadaifim̊

ކޮށްފިން 
 koṣ̊fim̊

ލިޔެފިން 
 liyefim̊

Perfect 3rd
person

ހަދައިފި 
 hadaifi

ކޮށްފި 
 koṣ̊fi

ލިޔެފި 
 liyefi

 

Table 8.20: Converbs and perfects, a-stem

in -އި   -i, while the converbs of active and existential or locational e-stem verbs end in
-އެ   -e.¹⁰ Both endings are attested for the experience verb ދެކެނީ   dekenī ‘sees’.

The converb of an IN-verb looks like the third-person past or past participle of the
related active a-stem verb, a potential source of confusion for learners. Thus, for exam-
ple, ޖެހި   jehi can be either the third-person past tense/past participle of ޖަހަނީ   jahanī
‘hits’ or the converb of ޖެހެނީ   jehenī ‘is hit’. Converbs often appear with the suffixed
particle -ފައި   -fai or -ގެން   -gen̊, however, while past tense verbs do not. The presence
of one of these particles always signals a converb. These particles, which Cain and
Gair (2000) call “successive particles” position the action or state referred to by the
converb earlier in time than the main verb, as described further in Section 8.3.5 and
Section 13.1.1.

The n-stem verbs, as usual, are quite irregular, as shown in Table 8.22 and Table
8.23. A few end in -ސް   -s. The most common pattern is for them to end in -އެ   -e, but
the consonant before that may not be the same as the one in the citation form. It is,
however, generally the same as in the third-person present-tense form of the verb. In
fact, it is common for n-stem converbs to be identical to third-person present finite
verbs with the exception of the final vowel, which will be short in the converb and
long in the present tense verb. However, the shortening of verb-final -އޭ   -ē before -އެވެ 
 -eve obscures this contrast in writing. The particles -ފައި   -fai and -ގެން   -gen̊, when they
are used, unambiguously identify the converb. As mentioned earlier, the verb ބުނަނީ 

10 An exception is the verb އެދެނީ   edenī ‘asks’, which takes person marking but is usually
(though not invariably) treated like an IN-verb in its converb and perfect, and in taking the
honorific compounding element ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ   vaḍai-gannavanī.
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e-stem, IN-verb e-stem, active e-stem, existential

Citation
form

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘begins, is begun’

ކުޅެނީ 
 kuḷenī
‘plays’

އުޅެނީ 
 uḷenī
‘exists, lives’

Converb ފެށި 
 feṣi

ކުޅެ 
 kuḷe

އުޅެ 
 uḷe

Perfect 1st
person

―― ކުޅެފިން 
 kuḷefim̊

އުޅެފިން 
 uḷefim̊

Perfect 3rd
person

ފެށިއްޖެ 
 feṣijje

ކުޅެފި 
 kuḷefi

އުޅެފި 
 uḷefi

 

Table 8.21: Converbs and Perfects, e-stem

 bunanī ‘speaks, says’ behaves in some ways like an n-stem verb. Thus its converb is
ބުނެ   bune, ending in -އެ   -e.

n-stem n-stem n-stem n-stem

Citation
form

އަންނަނީ 
 annanī
‘comes’

ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī
‘buys, gets’

ގެންނަނީ 
 gennanī
‘brings’

ވަންނަނީ 
 vannanī
‘enters’

Converb އައިސް 
 ais

ގަނެ 
 gane

ގެނެސް 
 genes

ވަދެ 
 vade

Perfect
1st
person

އައިސްފިން 
 aisfim̊

ގަނެފިން 
 ganefim̊

ގެނެސްފިން 
 genesfim̊

ވަދެފިން 
 vadefim̊

Perfect
3rd
person

އައިސްފި 
 aisfi

ގަނެފި 
 ganefi

ގެނެސްފި 
 genesfi

ވަދެއްޖެ 
 vadejje ∼

ވަދެފި 
 vadefi

 

Table 8.22: Converbs and perfects, n-stem, active

The converbs of monosyllabic-stem verbs are also irregular. A selection are given
in Table 8.24.

The converb of the special honorific compounding element ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ   vaḍai-
gannavanī ‘comes/goes (hhon)’, which is described in Section 8.1.2 and illustrated in
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n-stem,
postural

n-stem,
postural

n-stem,
postural n-stem, IN-verb

Citation
form

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘is standing’

އޮންނަނީ 
 onnanī
‘is lying’

އިންނަނީ 
 innanī
‘is sitting,
marries’

ފެންނަނީ 
 fennanī
‘is seen’

Converb ހުރެ 
 hure

އޮވެ 
 ove

އިނދެ 
 in̆de

ފެނި 
 feni

Perfect
1st
person

ހުރެއްޖައިން 
 hurejjaim̊ ∼

ހުރެފިން 
 hurefim̊

އޮވެއްޖައިން 
 ovejjaim̊ ∼

އޮވެފިން 
 ovefim̊

އިނދެއްޖައިން 
 in̆dejjaim̊ ∼

އިނދެފިން 
 in̆defim̊

――

Perfect
3rd
person

ހުރެއްޖެ 
 hurejje ∼

ހުރެފި 
 hurefi

އޮވެއްޖެ 
 ovejje

އިނދެއްޖެ 
 in̆dejje ∼

އިނދެފި 
 in̆defi

ފެނިއްޖެ 
 fenijje

 

Table 8.23: Converbs and perfects, n-stem, locational/postural and IN-verb

monosyllabic,
stative

monosyllabic,
active

monosyllabic,
active

monosyllabic,
active

Citation
Form

ވަނީ 
 vanī
‘is, becomes’

ދަނީ 
 danī
‘goes’

ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

ލނަީ 
 lanī
‘puts’

Converb ވެ 
 ve

ގޮސް 
 gos

ދީ 
 dī

ލައި 
 lai

Perfect
1st
Person

ވެއްޖައިން 
 vejjaim̊

ގޮސްފިން 
 gosfim̊

ދީފިން 
 dīfim̊

ލައިފިން 
 laifim̊

Perfect
3rd
Person

ވެއްޖެ 
 vejje

ގޮސްފި 
 gosfi

ދީފި 
 dīfi

ލައިފި 
 laifi

 

Table 8.24: Converbs and perfects, monosyllabic stem
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Table 8.10, is ވަޑައިގެން   vaḍai-gen̊, using an older converb of ގަންނަނީ   gannanī ‘takes’
(which is also the historical source of the successive particle -ގެން   -gen̊). The converb
of the special divine honorific compounding base is ވޮޑިގެން   voḍigen̊. To be used as a fi-
nite verb, it must form a compound with ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’, and thus the
finite verb is recorded in Table 8.10 as the compound ވޮޑިގެންވަނީ   voḍigen̊-vanī. Morpho-
logically (as opposed to suppletively) formed honorific verbs are regular a-stem verbs,
and therefore regularly form their converbs with -އައި   -ai. There is thus a difference
between regular verbs whose stems end in -ވަ   -va (such as honorifics and causatives)
and the verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’ and compounds based on it. For exam-
ple, the verb ކުރުވަނީ   kuruvanī ‘causes to do’ has the regular converb ކުރުވައި   kuruvai,
while ވިދާޅުވަނީ   vidāḷu-vanī ‘speaks (hhon)’, being a compound, has the converb ވިދާޅުވެ 
 vidāḷu-ve.¹¹

8.3.3.2 Converbs and the perfect tense/aspect
For historical reasons the converb serves as the base from which to create verbs in the
perfect or ‘recent past’, a tense/aspect combination that implies that an action per-
formed in the past still has present relevance. It can more or less be translated as an
English present perfect (e.g., I have gone), but its use in Dhivehi also extends to writ-
ten stories, in which it is used to lend an immediacy to the narrative. Because they are
formed from converbs, the perfect verbs are shown along with the converbs above in
Table 8.20 though Table 8.24. There is no separate inflection for tense in perfect verbs,
unlike in English I have gone (present perfect) versus I had gone (past perfect). Such
a combination of perfect aspect with tense is done periphrastically in Dhivehi, using
auxiliary verbs, as discussed in Section 11.3.1.1.

In active verbs, the perfect is formed by the suffixation to the converb of -ފި   -fi
(third person) or -ފިން   -fim̊ (first person). The high literary register uses -ފީން   -fīm̊ for
first-person singular and -ފީމު   fīmu for second person and first-person plural, analo-
gous to the situation in the past finite verbs.

IN-verbs and certain other verbs add -އްޖެ   -jje to the converb. Since true IN-verbs
do not inflect for person, these verbs do not show a first person form of the -އްޖެ   -jje
perfect. However, some verbs have a range of senses that differ in volitionality and
agentivity. For example, the verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’, though not having an e-final
stem and sometimes using person marking, is in many of its uses an inactive verb and
usually forms its perfect with -އްޖެ   -jje: ވެއްޖެ   vejje. However, this perfect sometimes
has a first person, ވެއްޖައިން   vejjaim̊, used in more active or agentive contexts. Some

11 Although ވިދާޅުވަނީ   vidāḷu-vanī ‘speaks (hon)’ is honorific, it is inherently honorific (as a
suppletive verb paired with non-honorific ބުނަނީ   bunanī ‘speaks’), not honorific by virtue of
having honorific derivational morphology.
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other verbs may also describe either the agentive actions of humans or the nonagen-
tive action of an inanimate object. Thus ހނިގަނީ   hin̆ganī ‘walks, is going’, though it
does not have an e-final stem, may describe a non-agentive action such as a clock “go-
ing” or the agentive action of a person walking. Similarly, a verb like ވަންނަނީ   vannanī
‘enters’ has both agentive and non-agentive senses. Such verbs usually take -އްޖެ   -jje
but may also take -ފި(ން)   -fi(m̊). However, if a verb can take -އްޖެ   -jje (apparently by
virtue of being an IN-verb in at least some uses), but it can also be agentive, then
it can also take the first person -އްޖައިން   -jjaim̊ (or its lengthened literary equivalent
-އްޖައީން   -jjaīm̊) when describing a person’s volitional action. This yields, for example,
ހނިގައްޖައިން   hin̆gajjaim̊ for ‘I have walked’. Many of the n-stem verbs, including the
locational/postural n-stems, fall into this category (as shown in Table 8.23).

The formation of the perfect from the converb is otherwise quite regular, but in ad-
dition to the regular perfect of އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’, there exists އަތުވެއްޖެ   atu-vejje,
which is the regular perfect of އަތުވަނީ   atu-vanī ‘arrives’, but is often used suppletively
as a perfect of އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’.

The person inflection on perfects seems to contravene the principle that converbs
do not inflect. What is actually happening is that perfect forms are created by com-
pounding the converb with an inflecting verb in the past tense. In the modern lan-
guage, however, this inflecting verb (discussed further in Section 8.3.4.2) only exists
when compounded with other verbs. -ފި   -fi is its past tense, its converb is the succes-
sive particle -ފައި   -fai, and its future tense is the potential suffix ފނާެ   fāne, discussed in
Section 8.3.4.2. In forming the perfect, the -ފި   -fi adds a finite element to the converb,
and the result is a finite verb. Like other verbs, however, -ފި   -fi (and -އްޖެ   -jje) has a par-
ticiple form that looks like the third-person form. Thus -ފި   -fi and -އްޖެ   -jje also serve to
make perfect participles, used in some conditional and concessive clauses (see Section
13.4.1).

A particular style of traditional Dhivehi story telling uses a special form of the
perfect when combined with the quotative particle އޭ   -ē or the sentence-ending parti-
cle -އެވެ   -eve (for which see Section 9.1.2 and Section 9.1.1 respectively). The perfect in
such cases is -ފޫ   -fū where it would otherwise be -ފި   -fi (in active verbs), leading to
forms such as ގޮވައިފޫއޭ   govai-fū-ē ‘call.CNV-PRF-QUOT (has called)’ or ކޮށްފޫއެވެ   koṣ̊-fū-
eve ‘do.CNV-PRF-END (has done)’. It is -އްޖައޫ   -jjaū where it would otherwise be -އްޖެ 
 -jje, yielding forms such as ތބިެއްޖައޫއެވެ   tibe-jjaū-eve ‘are (located).CNV-PRF-END (have
been located)’.

8.3.3.3 Verbal Nouns
Verbal nouns are nouns that are derived from verbs and refer to actions or states. Reg-
ular verbal nouns can be derived from the past participle/third-person past forms by
replacing everything after the final consonant of the root with the suffix -އުން   -um̊. The
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verbal nouns of a-stem and e-stem verbs are almost entirely regular in their derivation,
as shown in Table 8.25. One exception is ވިހެއުން   viheum̊ ‘giving birth’, the verbal noun
of ވިހަނީ   vihanī ‘gives birth’.

The formation of n-stem verbal nouns is also largely regular, as exemplified in
Table 8.26 and Table 8.27. Deriving the verbal nouns from the past-tense forms gets the
correct vowels and the correct root-final consonant, which is otherwise unpredictable
in n-stem verbs. In the case of އައި   ai (past of އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’, shown in Table
8.26) where there is no root-final consonant, the verbal noun is derived by replacing
the final އި   -i with -އުން   -um̊; this also applies to ގެންނަނީ   gennanī ‘brings’.

a-stem, regular a-stem,
irregular e-stem, IN-verb e-stem, active

Citation
form

ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘begins, is
begun’

ކުޅެނީ 
 kuḷenī
‘plays’

Past par-
ticiple

ހެދި 
 hedi

ކުރި 
 kuri

ފެށުނު 
 feṣunu

ކުޅުނު 
 kuḷunu

Verbal
noun

ހެދުން 
 hedum̊

ކުރުން 
 kurum̊

ފެށުން 
 feṣum̊

ކުޅުން 
 kuḷum̊

 

Table 8.25: Verbal nouns: a-stem, e-stem

n-stem n-stem n-stem n-stem

Citation
form

އަންނަނީ 
 annanī
‘comes’

ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī
‘buys, gets’

ގެންނަނީ 
 gennanī
‘brings’

ނުކުންނަނީ 
 nukunnanī
‘go out’

Past par-
ticiple

އައި 
 ai

ގަތް 
 gat̊

ގެނައި 
 genai

ނުކުތް 
 nukut̊

Verbal
noun

އައުން 
 aum̊

ގަތުން 
 gatum̊

ގެނައުން 
 genaum̊

ނުކުތުން 
 nukutum̊

 

Table 8.26: Verbal nouns: n-stem
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n-stem,
postural

n-stem,
postural

n-stem,
postural n-stem, IN-verb

Citation
form

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘is standing’

އޮންނަނީ 
 onnanī
‘is lying’

އިންނަނީ 
 innanī
‘is sitting’

ފެންނަނީ 
 fennanī
‘is seen’

Past par-
ticiple

ހުރި 
 huri

އޮތް 
 ot̊

އިން 
 in̊

ފެނުނު 
 fenunu

Verbal
noun

ހުރުން 
 hurum̊

އޮތުން 
 otum̊

އިނުން 
 inum̊

ފެނުން 
 fenum̊

 

Table 8.27: Verbal nouns: n-stem, part 2

monosyllabic monosyllabic monosyllabic monosyllabic

Citation
form

ވަނީ 
 vanī
‘is, becomes’

ލނަީ 
 lanī
‘puts’

ދަނީ 
 danī
‘goes’

ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

Past par-
ticiple

ވި 
 vi ∼
ވީ 
 vī

ލި 
 li ∼
ލީ 
 lī

ދިޔަ 
 diya

ދިން 
 din̊

Verbal
noun

ވުން 
 vum̊

ލުން 
 lum̊

ދިއުން 
 dium ∼

ދިޔުން 
 diyum̊

ދިނުން 
 dinum̊

 

Table 8.28: Verbal nouns: monosyllabic stem

The monosyllabic-stem verbs are quite irregular in the formation their verbal nouns.
Some examples are given in Table 8.28. Further monosyllabic-stem verbal nouns in-
clude ކެޔުން   keyum̊ ‘eating’ (from ކަނީ   kanī ‘eats’, whose past tense is ކޭ   kē), ހުނުން 
 hunum̊ ‘laughing’ (from ހެނީ   henī ‘laughs’, whose past tense is ހުނު   hunu), and ރެވުން 
 revum̊ ‘shitting’ (from ރެނީ   renī ‘shits’, whose past tense is ރުނު   runu, according to
Reynolds 2003). The monosyllabic-stem verbs whose stem vowel is /o/ are unlike any
other verbs in that their verbal nouns do not end in -އުން   -um̊. The verbal noun of ބޮނީ 
 bonī ‘drinks’ is ބުއިން   buim̊ ‘drinking’ (with past tense ބުއި   bui), and the verbal noun
of ރޮނީ   ronī ‘cries’ is ރުއިން   ruim̊ ‘crying’ (with past tense ރުއި   rui).
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Because verbal nouns are actually nouns, they may then be given noun case mark-
ing or other noun morphology as appropriate to their use in a given sentence (for which
see Section 10.6).

Verbal nouns are very common in Dhivehi. They are used in ways similar to En-
glish gerunds (such as running in Running is a healthy sport) and some uses of English
infinitives (e.g., to prevent in efforts to prevent war). They are also used in contexts
where English would use a derived nominal (such as destruction, derived from the verb
destroy).

In traditional Dhivehi lexicography the verbal noun is the citation form of the verb,
but since the verbal noun of an active verb is often the same as the verbal noun of the
related IN-verb (because of the vowel change), this does not uniquely identify most
verbs. Thus ފެށުން   feṣum̊ ‘beginning’ is the verbal noun of both the transitive verb
ފަށަނީ   faṣanī ‘begins (something)’ and the intransitive verb ފެށެނީ   feṣenī ‘begins, is
begun’. Furthermore, the verbal noun does not identify which vowels that are އެ   e in
the verbal noun are އަ   a in the active verb and which are exceptionally އެ   e in the ac-
tive verb as well. Thus faced with a verbal noun ނެރުން   nerum̊ ‘putting out’, one might
expect the active verb *ނަރަނީ   *naranī rather than the actual ނެރެނީ   nerenī ‘puts out’.

The honorific verb ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ   vaḍai-gannavanī ‘comes/goes (hon)’ forms its
verbal noun as though the second element of its compound is ގަންނަނީ   gannanī ‘buys,
gets’, without the -ވަ-   -va- (which is sometimes omitted in the finite forms as well, but
not usually). Thus its verbal noun is ވަޑައިގަތުން   vaḍai-gatum̊.

8.3.3.4 Infinitives
The Dhivehi infinitive is the form of the verb that is used in combination with cer-
tain other verbs, such as those that express a change of state (like ‘start’ and ‘stop’),
intention, or obligation (for the combination of infinitives with finite verbs, see Sec-
tion 11.3.2). Infinitives end in -ން   n̊ and thus often look like first-person present forms,
whose underlying /m/ will also be spelled ން  in word-final positions. However, infini-
tives occur in the context of other verbs, while first-person present forms may stand
alone.

Monosyllabic infinitives have long vowels. Infinitives of verbs other than the mono-
syllabic ones usually have short vowels in their final syllable, but in high literary reg-
isters the last vowel of such infinitives is also long. Thus ކުރާން   kurān̊ ‘to do’ is consid-
ered fancier than the normal ކުރަން   kuran̊. Otherwise, the formation of infinitives as
compared to the citation present progressive is fully regular, as shown in Table 8.29.

However, while infinitives are regular in their formation and do not take person
or tense marking, they do undergo a certain amount of allomorphy from other causes.
Before a vowel-initial suffixing particle (the sentence-final particle -އެވެ   -eve, the quo-
tatives -އޭ   -ē and -އޯ   -ō, or the coordinating -އާއި   -āi, all of which are discussed fur-
ther in Chapter 9), an infinitive lengthens its last vowel and replaces the final -ން   -n̊
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a-stem n-stem e-stem monosyllabic

Citation
form

ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī
‘buys, gets’

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘begins, is
begun’

ލނަީ 
 lanī
‘puts’

Infinitive ހަދަން 
 hadan̊

ގަންނަން 
 gannan̊

ފެށެން 
 feṣen̊

ލނާް 
 lān̊

 

Table 8.29: Infinitives

with -ށ   -ṣ. Thus އަންނަން   annan̊ ‘to come’ will be written sentence finally as އަންނާށެވެ 
 annāṣ-eve, will be quoted as އަންނާށޭ   annāṣē, will be reported as އަންނާށޯ   annāṣō,
and will be co-ordinated with another infinitive or with a verbal noun as އަންނާށާއި 
 annāṣāi. Similarly, the e-stem infinitive އުޅެން   uḷen̊ becomes އުޅޭށެވެ   uḷēṣeve sentence
finally. In a negative context an infinitive may occur in a negative-concord form, end-
ing in -ކަށް   -kaṣ̊. In this negative-concord form, the infinitive of a-stem ހަދަނީ   hadanī
‘makes’ is ހަދާކަށް   hadākaṣ̊ ‘to make’, and the infinitive of e-stem ފެށެނީ   feṣenī ‘is begun’
is ފެށޭކަށް   feṣēkaṣ̊ ‘to be begun’. The n-stem and monosyllabic verbs are also regular in
this regard, yielding negative-concord infinitives such as ގަންނާކަށް   gannākaṣ̊ ‘to buy’
and ލކާަށް   lākaṣ̊ ‘to put’ (for more on negative concord, see Section 12.7).

8.3.4 Non-indicative moods

Thus far the verb forms discussed have not been marked for mood, and may be con-
sidered indicative forms. Dhivehi does mark a few moods with verbal suffixes or parti-
cles: the imperative, the hortative, the divine optative, the potential, and the irrealis.¹²
These are finite verbs.

12 Because Dhivehi is a suffixing as well as a verb-final language, it is not always clear
whether a suffix or particle is attaching to a verb specifically or to a clause of which that verb is
the final lexical member. It is also the case that words other than verbs (specifically negation
particles and adjectives) may also function as predicators in Dhivehi, so some
suffixes/particles attach to the predicating word, not necessarily the verb. I have attempted to
select only those mood-indicating suffixes/particles that attach specifically to verbs. Thus the
conditional, the concessive, and the interrogative suffixes/particles are not covered here but
are discussed in Chapter 9, Section 12.8.1 and Section 13.4.
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8.3.4.1 Imperative, hortative, and optative moods
The imperative, hortative, and optative moods are all means of bringing about a par-
ticular state or action that the speaker desires. The imperative marks commands, in-
structions, and requests. The hortative urges the listener to join the speaker in some
activity, analogous to Let’s ... in English, while the optative expresses a wish that an
action would take place, as in May God bless you. Dhivehi optatives are only found in
honorific verbs, as this type of construction is reserved for what one wants God to do.

The imperatives, hortatives, and optatives are shown in Table 8.30, using the verb
ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ as an example. Although ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ is somewhat irregular
(though not in its simple imperative), it is a useful verb for illustration purposes, as its
third-person singular, its present participle, and its converb are all clearly distinct, and
all are relevant to imperative constructions. It is also an extremely common verb.

The imperatives have a number of different forms, as shown in Table 8.30. The ba-
sic imperative is used for direct commands and is the same as the third-person present,
except in the case of ދީ   dī ‘give!’, imperative of ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’, for which the third-
person present is ދޭ   dē. Thus the basic imperative of ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ is ކުރޭ   kurē
‘do!’, the same as the third-person present.

However, as shown in Table 8.30, when an imperative is quoted or repeated (as in,
I said, “Do it!”), it takes a quotative suffixing particle, -އޭ   -ē. The quotative particle does
not attach to the basic imperative but rather to a form that looks like the suffixed infini-
tive presented in Section 8.3.3.4, in which the infinitive’s final ނ   n becomes ށ   ṣ before
vowel-initial particles. Thus a quoted or repeated imperative of ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ is
formed by suffixing -އޭ   -ē to ކުރާށް   kurāṣ̊ instead of to ކުރޭ   kurē, so that the quoted
or repeated imperative of ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ is ކުރާށޭ   kurāṣē ‘“do!”’. Similarly, when
in final position in a written sentence an imperative takes the sentence-final particle
-އެވެ   -eve, which also attaches to what appears to be the suffixed form of the infinitive
(with ށ   ṣ).¹³ For more on the quotative and sentence-final particles, see Section 9.1.1
and Section 9.1.2). Carrying these vowel-initial particles, these quoted or sentence-final
imperatives look like infinitives.

The suffixed imperative, with -ތި   -ti added to the present participle, is used for
general instructions and advice (such as Work hard in school!) as opposed to the direct
and immediate commands of the basic imperative.¹⁴ Adding the quotative or sentence-

13 The origin of this alternation may be in a related imperative, formed with the suffix -ށެ   -ṣe,
which is reported by Cain (2000b: 250), Fritz (2002: 185), and Reynolds (2003: 411). However,
in the modern language the -ށެ   -ṣe imperative is restricted to poetry. By contrast, the -ށ-   -ṣ-
forms used before vowel-initial particles are alive and well in the colloquial language.
14 M. W. Sugathapala De Silva (1970) states that in negative imperatives, bare imperatives
carry the sense of ‘stop doing’ and -ތި   -ti imperatives carry the sense of ‘do not begin to do’.
Speaker judgments that I have gathered tend to confirm this distinction but are not conclusive.
De Silva analyzes the Dhivehi imperatives as having grammaticalized a perfective vs.
imperfective distinction (M. W. Sugathapala De Silva 1970: 152–153), though considering the
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final particle triggers the gemination and palatalization process (Section 3.6.4) in the
-ތި   -ti (along with shortening of the long vowel), yielding forms with -އްޗ-   -cc-. These
-އްޗ-   -cc- forms are also used in the absence of quotatives or -އެވެ   -eve for polite gen-
eral advice.

Compounded imperatives are also used, built by compounding the converb of the
basic verb with ބަލަ   bala and/or ދީ   dī. ބަލަ   bala is historically derived from the verb
ބަލަނީ   balanī ‘looks’, but is now specific to imperatives. Used without ދީ   dī, it is a fairly
polite but direct command (as opposed to instruction or advice). ދީ   dī is the imperative
and the converb form of the verb ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’. ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’ is often used in
combination with other verbs, as described further in Section 11.2, to imply that the
subject of the verb (and hence the one being requested to act in an imperative) is doing
something for someone else. It is thus used to make requests.

A special imperative form is used to make requests of God. It adds -ނދޭ   -n̆dē to
the present participle of an honorific verb. Its written form is -ނދޭވެ   -n̆dēve.

IN-verbs, by their nature as involitive/inactive, do not have imperative forms, but
other e-stem verbs do. The generalizations already stated also apply to them: the basic
imperative is the same as the third-person present, the quoted or repeated imperative
looks like an infinitive, the suffixed imperative can be derived from the present par-
ticiple (though this is the same as the third-person present in e-stem verbs), and the
compounded imperatives are formed with the converb.

The hortative adds -އާ   -ā to the first-person present form of the verb. The verb ހނިގާ 
 hin̆gā, the imperative of ‘walk’ may be added to the end of a hortative but is not oblig-
atory. Like other imperatives, ހނިގާ   hin̆gā acquires ށ   ṣ before the sentence-final -އެވެ 
 -eve.

The divine optative is based on the present participle of an honorific verb, to which
-ށި   -ṣi is added. In written form, -އެވެ   -eve is also added.

-ތި   -ti forms future imperatives and the bare forms present imperatives may have the same
effect.
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Mood Verb form

Citation form ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’

Basic imperative—spoken ކުރޭ   kurē

Basic imperative—quoted or repeated ކުރާށޭ   kurāṣē

Basic imperative—written (sentence final) ކުރާށެވެ   kurāṣeve

Suffixed imperative ކުރާތި   kurāti

Suffixed imperative—quoted, repeated, or
general advice

ކުރައްޗޭ   kuraccē

Suffixed imperative—written (sentence
final)

ކުރައްޗެވެ   kuracceve

Compound imperative ކޮށްބަލަ   koṣ̊-bala ∼

ކޮށްދީބަލަ   koṣ̊-dī-bala

Compound imperative—quoted or
repeated

ކޮށްބަލށާޭ   koṣ̊-balāṣē ∼

ކޮށްދީބަލށާޭ   koṣ̊-dī-balāṣē

Compound imperative—written (sentence
final)

ކޮށްބަލށާެވެ   koṣ̊-balāṣeve ∼

ކޮށްދީބަލށާެވެ   koṣ̊-dī-balāṣeve

Divine imperative—spoken ކުރައްވނާދޭ   kuravvān̆dē

Divine imperative—written (sentence
final)

ކުރައްވނާދޭވެ   kuravvān̆dēve

Hortative—spoken (ހނިގާ)  ކުރަމާ  kuramā (hin̆gā)

Hortative—written (sentence final) ހނިގާށެވެ  ކުރަމާ  kuramā hingāṣeve

Divine optative ކުރައްވށާި   kuravvāṣi (honorific)

Divine optative—written (sentence final) ކުރައްވށާިއެވެ   kuravvāṣieve (honorific)
 

Table 8.30: Imperatives, hortatives, optatives
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8.3.4.2 Potential mood
The potential mood, or the possibility that something might happen or be done, is
marked with -ފނާެ   -fāne in the third-person active, with -ފނާަން   -fānam̊ in the first per-
son active, and with -ދނާެ   -dāne in IN-verbs, as shown in Table 8.31.¹⁵ -ފނާެ   -fāne and
-ފނާަން   -fānam̊ are remnants (the third-person and first-person future) of an obsolete
verb, *ފިއަނީ   *fianī, which Fritz reconstructs as having meant ‘to put, set, place; close,
shut’ (Fritz 2002: 225), while Cain and Gair suggest it meant ‘cover’ (Cain and Gair 2000:
43).¹⁶ While this verb does not occur as a full verb in modern Dhivehi, various of its in-
flections remain as verbal formatives, the other such remnants being the perfect -ފި   -fi
(its past tense) and the successive particle -ފައި   -fai (its converb). Because of its former
status as a full verb, constructions using -ފނާެ   -fāne, -ފި   -fi, and -ފައި   -fai, resemble
compounds, with the ފ-   f- initial particle added to the converb form of the main verb.
Thus they create what appear to be converb-verb compounds. They are included in this
chapter rather than in Chapter 11, however, because the verb *ފިއަނީ   *fianī is so fully ob-
solete as to not even be attested in historical documents (Fritz 2002: 225); it thus has no
real relevance to the present-day language. Also, when negated these verbs behave as
single verbs (with the negative particle at the very beginning) rather than compounds
(in which the negative particle precedes the final element). The verbal formatives that
remain from this verb are therefore referred to here as suffixing particles.

The -ދނާެ   -dāne which forms the IN-verb potential is derived from the future tense
of the verb ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’. However, it does not take negation as a full verb would.
Thus it also seems to have become disassociated from its originating verb.

Both the -ފނާެ   -fāne (for active verbs) and the -ދނާެ   -dāne (for IN-verbs) are added
to the converb of a verb. The status of the converb as a converb is made clear in a case
like ކޮށްފނާެ   koṣ̊-fāne ‘might do’, the potential of ކުރަނި   kuranī ‘does’, given that ކުރަނި 
 kuranī has such a distinctive converb. However, because they have a final element
that is finite, potential verbs are finite and may be used as the main verb in a sentence.
They also have participial forms (which look like the third-person forms).

In a-stem verbs there is some variation in the form the converb takes. Normally
such a converb ends in -އައި   -ai, but this usually becomes -އާ   -ā in certain combina-
tions (before forms of ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’ and before -ފައި   -fai). This change usually (but not
invariably) also occurs before -ފނާެ   -fāne/ ްފނާަނ-  -fānam̊. However, if the penultimate

15 Cain and Gair (2000) refer to the potential mood as the optative and do not cover what is
called the divine optative in this grammar. However, traditionally the term optative is used to
describe verb forms that express the speaker’s wish, as defined for example in Bybee, Perkins,
and Pagliuca (1994: 179), and it is used accordingly in this grammar. Fritz (2002: 231) terms the
forms ending in -ދނާެ   -dāne potential, as does this work, though she does not consider the
-ދނާެ   -dāne and -ފނާެ   -fāne/ ްފނާަނ-  -fānam̊ forms together.
16 The asterisk in *ފިއަނީ   *fianī in this context means that the word is inferred as having
existed but is not actually attested in any preserved records.
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syllable of the converb is heavy (it has a long vowel or is closed by a consonant), then
the converb is shortened so as to end in a short -އަ   -a. Thus ހނިގަނީ   hin̆ganī ‘walks’,
with a converb of ހނިގައި   hin̆gai, with a light first syllable (since prenasalized stops do
not add to syllable weight), has the potential form ހނިގާފނާެ   hin̆gāfāne (or sometimes
ހނިގައިފނާެ   hin̆gaifāne) with a long vowel before the -ފނާެ   -fāne. But ހނިްގަނީ   hinganī
‘administers’, with a converb of ހނިްގައި   hingai, which has a heavy first syllable, has a
potential form ހނިްގަފނާެ   hingafāne with a shortened vowel before the -ފނާެ   -fāne. This
shortening avoids three heavy syllables in a row.

Examples of the various converbs being used to create third-person potentials are
in Table 8.31. The first-person potentials are the same except that they end in -ފނާަން 
 -fānam̊.
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Stem type Citation form Converb Potential

a-stem, regular,
light syllable

ހނިގަނީ 
 hin̆ganī
‘walks’

ހނިގައި 
 hin̆gai

ހނިގާފނާެ 
 hin̆gā-fāne ∼

ހނިގައިފނާެ 
 hin̆găi-fāne
‘might walk’

a-stem, regular,
heavy syllable

ހނިްގަނީ 
 hinganī
‘makes go,
administers’

ހނިްގައި 
 hingai

ހނިްގަފނާެ 
 hinga-fāne
‘might administer’

a-stem, irregular ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

ކޮށް 
 koṣ̊

ކޮށްފނާެ 
 koṣ̊-fāne
‘might do’

e-stem, IN-verb ލިބެނީ 
 libenī
‘receives’

ލިބި 
 libi

ލިބިދނާެ 
 libi-dāne
‘might receive’

e-stem, active ނެރެނީ 
 nerenī
‘put out’

ނެރެ 
 nere

ނެރެފނާެ 
 nere-fāne
‘might put out’

n-stem ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī
‘buys, gets’

ގަނެ 
 gane

ގަނެފނާެ 
 gane-fāne
‘might buy’

monosyllabic ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

ދީ 
 dī

ދީފާނެ 
 dī-fāne
‘might give’

 

Table 8.31: Potentials

8.3.4.3 Irrealis mood
The irrealis mood in Dhivehi is used to describe counterfactuals: things that would
have happened under other circumstances but did not in fact happen. These situa-
tions are expressed with would have in English (as in, If you had asked nicely, I would
have done it for you).¹⁷ The irrealis can be derived by adding -ސް   -s to the past pro-
gressive form of the verb. However, unlike actual progressive forms, the irrealis takes
person marking, which is inserted before the -ސް   -s. Thus first-person irrealis forms

17 Forward-looking ‘would’ (as opposed to backward-looking ‘would have’), as in I would do it
if you asked nicely, is expressed simply with the future tense in Dhivehi.
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end in -މސުް   -mus. As person-marked verbs, these irrealis forms are finite and can
serve as the main verb in a sentence. As with other instances of words ending in -ސް 
 -s, when irrealis verbs occur at the end of a written sentence, before -އެވެ   -eve, the -ސް 
 -s becomes ހ   h, yielding sentence-final words such as ކުރީހެވެ   kurīh-eve ‘would have
done.END’. Examples of irrealis mood verbs are in Table 8.32.

Stem type Citation form 1st person irrealis 3rd person irrealis

a-stem ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

ކުރީމސުް 
 kurīmus
‘would have done’

ކުރީސް 
 kurīs̊
‘would have done’

e-stem ލިބެނީ 
 libenī
‘receives’

―― ލިބުނސީް 
 libunīs̊
‘would have
received’

n-stem ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘is (standing)’

ހުރީމސުް 
 hurīmus
‘would have been’

ހުރީސް 
 hurīs̊
‘would have been’

monosyllabic ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

ދިނީމސުް 
 dinīmus
‘would have given’

ދިނީސް 
 dinīs
‘would have given’

 

Table 8.32: Irrealis mood

8.3.4.4 Prospective irrealis
A somewhat different application of the irrealis suffix, which one may call the prospec-
tive irrealis or subjunctive, is used in subordinate clauses to describe actions or states
that have not yet happened at the time being spoken of. Such constructions translate
as ‘before’ or ‘not yet’, as in English Before a month had gone by... or, A month not yet
having gone by..., or Before this bill is put to a vote.... The prospective irrealis is formed
by adding what is arguably the irrealis -ސް   -s suffix to the present progressive form
of the verb and by putting the verb in the negative form with the prefixing negative
particle ނު-   nu- (for which see Section 8.4). Examples are in Table 8.33, where the
prospective irrealis form of އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’ illustrates the assimilation of the
negative particle to a vowel-initial verb, discussed further in Section 8.4.

The use of a negative irrealis construction for this meaning is interesting. One can
speculate that it originated in a construction that meant ‘lest’ or ‘in order for it not to
happen’, as in the before in Stop him before he does that. However, its meaning is now
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Stem type Citation form Prospective irrealis

a-stem ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

ނުކުރަނީސް 
 nukuranīs
‘before doing’

e-stem ލިބެނީ 
 libenī
‘receives’

ނުލިބެނީސް 
 nulibenīs
‘before receiving’

n-stem އަންނަނީ 
 annanī
‘comes’

ނާންނަނީސް 
 nānnanīs̊
‘before coming’

monosyllabic-stem ދެނީ 
 denī
‘gives’

ނުދެނސީް 
 nudenīs̊
‘before giving’

 

Table 8.33: Prospective irrealis mood

more general, so that it can refer to events, such as the passage of time, which cannot
in fact be prevented from happening.

Prospective irrealis verbs occur only in subordinate clauses and are thus nonfinite
verbs. As such they do not take person marking, differing from normal irrealis verbs in
this respect. Also, prospective irrealis verbs are always negative, while normal irrealis
verbs may or may not be negative, depending on whether the action would have or
would not have been done. For an example of the prospective irrealis or subjunctive,
see 13.75.

8.3.5 Particles of relative timing

Dhivehi uses a number of suffixing particles to establish the relative order of occur-
rence between the various verbs in a sentence. In this section I follow Cain and Gair
(2000) in the terminology used to describe these particles as successive, temporal, or si-
multaneous. These particles are used on the subordinate verbs in a sentence, and thus
none of them co-occur with person marking. Other particles also occur on verbs and
serve to create various subordinate forms; a selection of those that do not specifically
attach to a particular verb form are discussed in Chapter 9.

As alluded to at various earlier points in this chapter, Dhivehi has two successive
particles that attach to converbs to indicate that the converb describes an action or
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state that occurred before the main verb of the sentence.¹⁸ These particles are -ފައި   -fai
and -ގެން   -gen̊, and are shown in Table 8.34. -ފައި   -fai is derived from the converb of the
the obsolete verb *ފިއަނީ   *fianī, and -ގެން   -gen̊ is an archaic converb of the verb ގަންނަނީ 
 gannanī ‘buys, gets’. The use of these particles is often helpful for disambiguating
various verb forms, given that they only attach to converbs. The differences in usage
between -ފައި   -fai and -ގެން   -gen̊ are subtle (see Section 13.1.1), but one useful rule of
thumb is that a converb with -ފައި   -fai will have the same subject as the inflected verb
of the sentence, while a converb with -ގެން   -gen̊ might not.

The successive particle -ފައި   -fai will be shortened to -ފަ   -fa before the sentence-
final particle -އެވެ   -eve. It may also be written as -ފަ   -fa in informal writing, as that
is how it is pronounced. The pronunciation -ފާ   -fā may also be heard. A converb that
otherwise ends in -އައި   -ai (the a-stem converbs) will end in -އާ   -ā before -ފައި   -fai. This
makes the converb look like the present participle in most of the a-stem verbs, but as
the n-stem and e-stem verbs show, it is actually the converb that is used with -ފައި   -fai.
When the converb ends in ސ   s , as in އައިސް   ais ‘having come’ or ގޮސް   gos ‘having gone’,
the ފ   f of -ފައި   -fai assimilates to the ސ   s, so that these are pronounced as އައިއްސަ   ais-
sa and ގޮއްސަ   gos-sa. Usually the formal spellings އައިސްފައި   ais-fai and ގޮސްފައި   gos-fai
will be used, but occasionally the assimilated form will be written.

a-stem n-stem e-stem

Citation
form

ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ އަންނަނީ   annanī
‘comes’

ފެށެނީ   feṣenī ‘is
begun’

Successive
-ފައި   -fai

ހަދާފައި   hadā-fai އައިސްފައި   ais-fai,
އައިއްސަ   ais-sa

ފެށިފައި   feṣi-fai

Successive
-ގެން   -gen̊

ހަދައިގެން   hadai-gen̊ އައިސްގެން   ais-gen̊ ފެށިގެން   feṣi-gen̊

 

Table 8.34: Successive particles

18 In calling these morphemes particles rather than suffixes, I am both following the
terminology of Cain and Gair (2000) and responding to the fact that these morphemes attach to
already inflected forms (in the case of the successive particles, to converbs) rather than being
part of the inflection itself. However, given that these morphemes do not attach to words of
other lexical categories, it may be more accurate to consider them suffixes, as suggested by
Jonathon Lum (p.c.). In that case, however, they belong to a layer of suffixation that is outside
of the basic inflectional layer.
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There are also particles that are suffixed to participles and indicate that two states
or actions are contemporaneous. In Table 8.35 temporal has the meaning ‘when...’ or
‘as’,¹⁹ or even ‘once...’, while simultaneous is more like ‘while...’. The temporal particle
-މާ   -mā will be shortened to -މަ   -ma before the sentence-final particle -އެވެ   -eve and is
sometimes written as -މަ   -ma in other contexts as well. It is also occasionally written
-މައި   -mai. It attaches to the progressive (“long”) form of the past participle.

The simultaneous particle މުން   -mun̊ is very common.²⁰ It attaches to the present-
tense stem (everything before the -ނީ   -nī of the citation form). Alternatively, one could
say that it attaches to the present participle with a short(ened) final vowel. The simulta-
neous particle -ކޮށް   -koṣ̊ (also the converb of the verb ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’), attaches to
the progressive/long form of the present participle, again with a shortened final vowel.

a-stem n-stem e-stem

Citation form ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

އަންނަނީ 
 annanī
‘comes’

އުޅެނީ 
 uḷenī
‘is, lives’

Temporal
(‘when...’)
-މާ   -mā

ހެދީމާ 
 hedī-mā

އައީމާ 
 aī-mā

އުޅެނީމާ 
 uḷenī-mā

Simultaneous1
(‘while...’)
މުން   -mun̊

ހަދަމުން 
 hada-mun̊

އަންނަމުން 
 anna-mun̊

އުޅެމުން 
 uḷe-mun̊

Simultaneous2
(‘while...’)
-ކޮށް   -koṣ̊

ހަދަނިކޮށް 
 hadani-koṣ̊

އަންނަނިކޮށް 
 annani-koṣ̊

އުޅެނިކޮށް 
 uḷeni-koṣ̊

 

Table 8.35: Contemporaneous particles

The locational/postural verbs ހުންނަނީ )  hunnanī ‘is standing’, އޮންނަނީ   onnanī ‘is
lying’, އިންނަނީ   innanī ‘is sitting’, and the plural ތބިެނީ   tibenī ‘are located’) have special
simultaneous forms in addition to those in Table 8.35, which mean ‘while being’. They

19 As in English, this temporal ‘as’ can shade off into ‘because’, as in އެހެންވީމާ   ehen-vī-mā
‘therefore’ [lit. ‘as/because [it] is thus’].
20 A potential pitfall for learners is that an e-stem verb with the simultaneous މުން   -mun̊
particle looks very much like a verbal noun with an ablative/instrumental suffix, which may be
used to present causes or prior events, as described in Section 13.4.3. The simultaneous form
of އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘is, lives’, for example, is އުޅެމުން   uḷemun̊, while the ablative/instrumental verbal
noun is އުޅުމުން   uḷumun̊.
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are formed by gemination of the last stem consonant in the (third-person) present or
converb form (in these verbs the third-person present and the converb are the same
except for vowel length) and the addition of -އާ   -ā (or -އައި   -ai). Thus they look like
causative present participles (or converbs). These simultaneous forms are shown in
Table 8.36. The simultaneous form of ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī ‘is (standing)’ is somewhat
exceptional, in that the ރ   r of ހުރޭ   hurē ‘is standing (present tense)’ geminates as އްޓ 
 ṭṭ (as does the ރ   r of past tense ހުރި   huri when followed by -އެވެ   -eve). This is because
the ރ   r was once ށ   ṣ (and earlier ޓ   ṭ) in these words (Fritz 2002: 34), as still retained
in the literary form of ހުރި   huri, ހުށި   huṣi.²¹

Citation form Present tense Simultaneous form

ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī ‘is
standing’ ހުރޭ   hurē ހުއްޓާ   huṭṭā

އޮންނަނީ   onnanī ‘is lying’ އޮވޭ   ovē އޮއްވާ   ovvā

އިންނަނީ   innanī ‘is sitting’ އިނދޭ   in̆dē އިންދާ   indā

ތބިެނީ   tibenī ‘are located’ ތބިޭ   tibē ތިއްބާ   tibbā
 

Table 8.36: Simultaneous existential verbs

8.4 Negation of verbs
Verbs are negated with the particle ނު-   nu-, which is written as a prefix on the verb, as
in Table 8.37 (see also Section 9.1.6 and Section 12.7). If the verb is a compound, the ނު- 
 nu- is attached to the last lexical element of the compound. Verbs that are structured
like compounds but whose final element is no longer lexical (such as potentials with
-ފނާެ   -fāne, perfects with -ފި   -fi, and converbs with the successive particle -ފައި   -fai or
-ގެން   -gen̊) do not prefix the ނު-   nu- to these final verbal particles but to the lexical el-
ement prior to them. However, when ގެން   gen̊ is the converb of ގަންނަ(ވަ)ނީ   ganna(va)nī
‘takes, buys’, as in honorifics with ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ   vaḍai-gannavanī ‘come/go (hon)’, it

21 A correspondence between ރ   r and ށ   ṣ exists in a few other words as well, as in the pair of
variants ހުށަހަޅަނީ   huṣa-haḷanī and ހުރަހަޅަނީ   hura-haḷanī for the verb meaning ‘proposes, puts
forward’. These two Dhivehi phonemes were once pronounced very similarly, but the ށ   ṣ has
since become more sibilant for most Dhivehi speakers (Fritz 2002: 34). The correspondence
between ރ   r and ށ   ṣ is no longer phonologically productive, however.
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is lexical and takes the ނު-   nu-, as in ވަޑަިނުގެން   vaḍai-nu-gen̊ ‘doesn’t come/go.CNV’.
As this example shows, in the case of compounds (which are quite common—see Chap-
ter 11), the ނު-   nu- is in the middle of an orthographic word, making it easy for a learner
to overlook.

Category Verb Negated form

a-stem ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ ނުކުރަނީ   nu-kuranī ‘does not
do’

e-stem ލިބެނީ   libenī ‘receives’ ނުލިބެނީ   nu-libenī ‘does not
receive’

n-stem ގަންނަނީ   gannanī ‘buys,
gets’

ނުގަންނަނީ   nu-gannanī ‘does
not get/buy’

monosyllabic ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’ ނުދަނީ   nu-danī ‘does not go’

vowel initial އޮންނަނީ   onnanī ‘is lying’ ނޯންނަނީ   nōnnanī ‘is not
lying’

vowel initial އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘exists’ ނޫޅެނީ   nūḷenī ‘does not exist’

vowel initial
(diphthong)

އައިސް   ais ‘having come’ ނައިސް   n-ais ‘not having
come’

exception ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ ނަހަދަނީ   na-hadanī ∼

ނުހަދަނީ   nu-hadanī ‘does not
make’

exception + compound ހުށަހަޅަނީ   huṣa-haḷanī
‘proposes’

ހުށަނާޅަނީ   huṣa-nāḷanī ‘does
not propose’

compound ވަދާޅުވަނީ   vidāḷu-vanī ‘says
(hhon.)’

ވިދާޅުނުވަނީ   vidāḷu-nu-vanī
‘does not say (hhon.)’

with suffixed particle ކޮށްފނާެ   koṣ-fāne ‘might do’ ނުކޮށްފނާެ   nu-koṣ-fāne ‘might
not do’

with suffixed particle އަރައިގެން   arai-gen ‘having
risen’

ނާރައިގެން   nārai-gen ‘not
having risen’

 

Table 8.37: Negated verbs

If the verb begins with a vowel, the vowel of the negative prefix assimilates and
coalesces with it, creating a long vowel. If the vowel is already long (or a diphthong),
the އު   u is simply lost, as in ނައިސް   n-ais ‘having not come’. The verb ހަދަނީ   hadanī
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‘makes’ and its involitive ހެދެނީ   hedenī ‘grows, is made’ are sometimes exceptional in
that they may also trigger assimilation, but without the coalescence of the vowels, as
the ހ   h remains, creating ނަހަދަނީ   na-hadanī ‘does not make’ and ނެހެދެނީ   ne-hedenī
‘does not grow, is not made’. In ހުށަހަޅަނީ   huṣa-haḷanī ‘puts forward’ , the ހ   h is lost,
yielding ހުށަނާޅަނީ   huṣa-nāḷanī ‘does not put forward’.

Examples of negated verbs are in Table 8.37. See also Section 11.1 and Section 11.2
for negation of compound verbs and collocations and Section 12.7 for negation in sen-
tences.



9 Particles, Interjections, Conjunctions, and
Discourse Markers

This chapter considers a sampling of function words and particles, including conjunc-
tions, interjections, and discourse markers, that are important to understanding the
structure of sentences and the flow of discourse. By particles is meant here small non-
inflecting function words that are usually written and pronounced as affixes on an-
other word. Conjunctions (some of which may also be considered particles) serve to
connect parts of sentences (constituents) and pieces of discourse, and express seman-
tic or syntactic relationships between them. Interjections are non-inflecting, often ex-
clamatory words that may form a complete utterance in themselves without being
part of a larger sentence, while discourse markers (like well... and so... in English) are
words or particles that are used with no particular semantic content to guide the flow
of discourse. The interjections and discourse markers are peripheral to the syntax of
the language (they don’t combine with words of other classes to make more complex
phrases), but many of the particles mentioned in this chapter perform important syn-
tactic functions which will be returned to in the syntax chapters (Chapter 10 through
Chapter 13) and will be exemplified there. The Dhivehi term for the class of words that
comprises particles, interjections, conjunctions, and discourse markers is އަކުރު   akuru
(which means ‘letter’ or ‘alphabet’ in other contexts).

A few of the grammatical words and particles of Dhivehi participate in the hon-
orific system, as described below. These are addressee-oriented honorifics, in that
their use is triggered by the high status of the person(s) being spoken to rather than
the person(s) being spoken about. This is in contrast to the majority of honorific usage
in Dhivehi, which is usually referent oriented (triggered by the status of the person(s)
spoken about).

9.1 Particles
Dhivehi uses a number of particles, usually written and pronounced as affixes on an-
other word. Compared with true morphological affixes, however, these particles may
either attach to a wider range of words or have a meaning somewhat more distinct
from the word they attach to. Nevertheless, most of them do attach phonologically to a
lexical word, in that they do not have their own stress and they trigger morphophono-
logical processes, so that, for example, a word-final ސް   s will become ހ   h before a
vowel-initial particle. In linguistic terminology, these particles may be called clitics.¹

1 It can be difficult to tell whether a grammatical morpheme is a clitic or constitutes an
independent word, especially in written Dhivehi. Although clitics are usually written without a
word space, the inconsistent and rather minimalist approach to word spacing that Dhivehi
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In in-line examples clitics are shown with a hyphen at the point where they attach,
while in interlinear examples they are connected with an equal sign in order to distin-
guish them from other types of morphemes that may be present in the same example.

Most Dhivehi clitics are suffixing (that is, they are enclitics), while a few are prefix-
ing (they are proclitics). The demonstratives (described in Section 6.1) are also usually
written as prefixes when they are used as determiners (modifying nouns) or adverbs
(modifying verbs).

A few grammatical morphemes in this section, such as the negative ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘not’
presented in Section 9.1.6), are independent words rather than clitics, in that they will
appear in a stressed position in a sentence and do not undergo morphophonological
processes to combine them with adjoining words.

9.1.1 Sentence-ending particle

In standard written Dhivehi, every sentence that is not a quote ends in the particle -އެވެ 
 -eve, written as a suffix on the last word of the sentence. It is used regardless of whether
the sentence in question is a complete sentence, so long as it is set off as a complete
utterance in the text (and is therefore followed by a period in modern Dhivehi). The
sentence-ending particle is glossed in this grammar as END. Spoken Dhivehi and the
most informal written Dhivehi do not use this particle.

Although Fritz (2002: 258) analyzes -އެވެ   -eve as historically equivalent to the parti-
cle which marks directly quoted speech, އޭ   ē (see Section 9.1.2 below), the use of the two
particles is rather different in the present-day language. Sentence-ending -އެވެ   -eve
may only occur in absolute sentence-final position and adds no semantic meaning to
the sentence. In the modern language it simply serves as a kind of spelled-out period
(like STOP in English telegrams), though periods are also used. Some vestige of the re-
lationship between -އެވެ   -eve and the quotative marker އޭ   ē remains, however, in that
the sentence-ending -އެވެ   -eve may not occur on the same word as the quotative އޭ   ē or
the reportative -އޯ   -ō (which also do not co-occur with each other).

takes makes the absence (or even the presence) of a space an unreliable indicator. If the
morpheme in question is vowel-initial, however, it is relatively easy to tell, both in speech and
in writing. Not only does final ސް   s become ހ   h before a cliticizing particle, but the presence or
absence of a word-initial އ  ‘alifu’ is also an indicator. So, for example, the verb އޮތް   ot̊ ‘was
(lying)’, when taking the quotative particle -އޭ   -ē (a clitic) becomes އޮތޭ   otē, without an initial އ 
‘alifu’ in the clitic, but when orthographically combined with an independent word (such as އރިު 
 iru ‘time’, used to make temporal subordinate clauses as when does in English), it is އޮތްއރިު 
 ot̊_iru, with a word-final ތް  ‘thaa-sukun’ on the first element and an initial އ  ‘alifu’ on the
second element, and pronounced [oiŋ̯iru], with the ތް  ‘thaa-sukun’ pronounced [iŋ̯] as it is word
finally before a vowel-initial word (see Section 3.5.1).
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The use of the sentence-ending particle is one of the most obvious differences be-
tween written and spoken Dhivehi. Even in reading aloud there is (usually) a difference
between what is written and what is pronounced: the particle spelled -އެވެ   -eve is usu-
ally read aloud as [ē] or may even be ignored altogether, although some speakers do
read out the full [eve] (often more quietly than the rest of the sentence).

Before -އެވެ   -eve, the diphthongs އައި   ai and އޮއި   oi in verbs and their associated
particles are shortened to އަ   a and އޮ   o, and the long vowels އާ   ā and އޭ   ē are short-
ened to އަ   a and އެ   e in verbs and their associated particles. Word-final އު   u is lost,
except for in the literary first-person plural and second person -މު   -mu. Nouns and
adjectives that end in a single consonant followed by -އި   -i undergo the gemination
and/or palatalization processes described in Section 3.6, but most verbs do not. The
process does apply to ދުށި   duṣi ‘saw’ (creating ދުއްޓެވެ   duṭṭ-eve), ތބިި   tibi ‘were located’
(creating ތިއްބެވެ   tibbeve), ބުނި   buni ‘said’, (creating ބުންޏެވެ   buññ-eve), and ހުރި   huri
‘was (standing)’, (creating ހުއްޓެވެ   huṭṭ-eve, via the historical and literary form ހުށި   huṣi
‘was (standing)’), but does not apply to most other verbs, including all those that end
in -ވި   -vi.

Infinitives and imperatives take a form that ends in a long vowel plus ށ   ṣ before
the sentence-final particle, yielding written forms such as ކުރާށެވެ   kurāṣ-eve (meaning
either ‘to do’ or ‘do!’) or ދޭށެވެ   dēṣ-eve (meaning either ‘to give’ or ‘give!’), as described
in Section 8.3.3.4 and Section 8.3.4.1.

After the divine imperative suffix, -ނދޭ   -n̆dē (which is used when asking God to
do something—see Section 8.3.4.1), -އެވެ   -eve is simply -ވެ   -ve, yielding forms such as
ކުރައްވނާދޭވެ   kuravvān̆dēve ‘do.HON.DIMP.END’.

9.1.2 Quotative particles

A quote (more or less direct) of something that one has heard for one’s self and is quot-
ing is marked with the particle އޭ   -ē. The އޭ   -ē is also used when one repeats one’s self, in
which case it naturally also conveys some emphasis. The particle -އޯ   -ō marks hearsay
or a vaguer quote. It often has the general meaning of ‘they say’ or ‘it is alleged’, but
it can also be used in contrast with އޭ   -ē to mark the switch between quoting one’s
self and quoting another person or to mark a quote embedded in another quote. The
quotative particles usually attach to verbs, but may not occur on the same word as a
sentence-ending -އެވެ   -eve. Thus when a quotative particle ends a sentence, the -އެވެ 
 -eve is left off (and vice versa). Quotative particles are usually found on clause-final
verbs, but may also be attached to other sentence elements whose status as a quote
the speaker wants to stress.

The use of އޭ   -ē or -އޯ   -ō is common in spoken and written Dhivehi. However, it is
also possible in writing to set off a direct quote in quotation marks (with or without
quotative particles). In either speech or writing one can also use a complementizer
(usually ކަމަށް   kamaṣ̊, see Section 9.1.7) with a verb of speaking such as ވިދާޅުވަނީ   vidāḷu-
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vanī ‘says (hhon)’ to indicate reported speech. The news genre of Dhivehi uses this
strategy quite often. When a complementizer is used to set off what someone has said,
a quotative particle is not used. See Section 13.3 for more on the use of quoted speech.

After front vowels އެ )  e, އޭ   ē, އި   i, އީ   ī), quotative އޭ   -ē and -އޯ   -ō are pronounced,
and may optionally be spelled, -ޔޭ   -yē and -ޔޯ   -yō but are often left orthographically
unchanged. The successive particle -ފައި   -fai (for which see Section 8.3.5) loses its (writ-
ten) final vowel before އޭ   -ē, but this does not affect the pronunciation, which is -ފަ   -fa
anyway. As with the sentence-ending particle, infinitives and imperatives to which a
quotative particle attaches appear in a form that ends in a long vowel plus ށ   ṣ, as in
ކުރާށޭ   kurāṣē (meaning either ‘“to do’” or ‘“do!”’).

A further quotative particle, -އޯލަ   -ōla, conveys that people other than the speaker
are saying such things, but that the speaker does not agree with them. As such it tends
to be used in the context of criticism or mockery.² -އޯލަ   -ōla can co-occur with -އެވެ 
 -eve (as it usually does in writing), or with އޭ   -ē or -އޯ   -ō. When attached to a vowel-
final word, it takes the form -ޔޯލަ   -yōla. If the final vowel of the word is -އީ   -ī, such as
ޖެހުނީ   jehunī ‘was struck’, the result will sometimes be -އިއްޔޯލަ   -iyyōla, as in ޖެހުނިއްޔޯލަ 
 jehuniyyōla, but this rule of spelling is often ignored (and there is no significant dif-
ference in pronunciation between the two spellings). An example of -އޯލަ   -ōla used in
a sentence is in 13.41.

9.1.3 Question particles

There are several particles in Dhivehi that serve to mark a sentence as a question.
The suffixing particle -ތަ   -ta and its honorific equivalent -ތޯ   -tō are the most com-

mon question particles in speech. The honorific -ތޯ   -tō is used when asking a question
of (rather than about) a high-status individual (a person meriting either mid-level or
high-level honorifics). The -ތަ   -ta and -ތޯ   -tō particles are suffixed to the last word of
the particular constituent of the sentence that is being asked about, or at the end of the
sentence. When a sentence contains an interrogative pronoun (such as ކިހިނެއް   kihinek̊
‘how, how much’– see Section 6.4 for interrogative pronouns), -ތަ   -ta may be left off,
but -ތޯ   -tō is not, because it is needed to mark the honorific status of the question. -ތަ 
 -ta is not used in formal writing, but -ތޯ   -tō is. -ތޯ )  -tō is also a complementizer of
doubt, see Section 9.1.7.)

The two other question particles are ހޭ   hē and ބާ   baa, which do not have honorific
variants. In speech, ހޭ   hē is used to quote or repeat a question. This can be emphasized
as ހެއްޔޭ   heyyē. The written sentence-final form of ހޭ   hē is ހެއްޔެވެ   heyy-eve, which is

2 Reynolds (2003: 56) glosses this as ‘suffix indicating “they say”’ without referring to the
disagreement of the current speaker. In including the disagreement I am following the
explanation given to me by a native speaker.
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used in place of -ތަ   -ta to ask questions in writing (as implied above in the discussion
of sentence-final and quotative particles, quoted/repeated forms and written forms are
often quite similar for historical reasons). ހޭ   hē can also be used to make exclamations.
ބާ   baa, which is often ބވާަ   bāva in writing, carries a sense of presenting a question rather
than outright asking it, analogous to expressions in English such as I wonder if... or I
wonder who....

For more on questions and exclamations in Dhivehi, see Section 12.8.1. For dis-
course markers that create tag questions and/or solicit agreement, see Section 9.4.

9.1.4 Copula

The particle -އަކީ   -akī is a statement of equivalence, called a copula. It links the subject
to a noun phrase predicate. The copula will translate as various forms of the English
copular verb be depending on its context, but it is not a verb in Dhivehi. It displays
no verbal inflection (such as for for tense or person) and it is placed differently in a
sentence than a verb, coming directly after the subject noun phrase rather than at the
end of the sentence. Its form when used with demonstratives is simply -އީ   -ī, as in އެއީ   e-
ī ‘that is’. With demonstratives ending in -އި   i, the vowels merge, yielding މީ   mī ‘this is’
and ތީ   tī ‘that by you is’. This is usually, but not invariably, reflected in the spelling as
well as the pronunciation. The shorter -އީ   -ī copula is also used in combination with a
few other words, most notably those introducing explanatory sentences, as described
further in Section 9.2. -އީ   -ī is also used as a focus marker on predicate adjectives (for
which see Section 12.5). The -އީ   -ī focus marker and the -އީ   -ī copula are considered the
same morpheme by Fritz (2002), with the -އަކީ   -akī form of the copula being considered
a combination of the unspecified suffix -އަކު   -aku and the focus marker/copula -އީ   -ī;
this grammar remains agnostic on this point.

The use of the copula is illustrated in Section 12.1.2. It is used specifically to equate
two noun phrases. It is not used to link a subject noun phrase to an adjective (as in
English The house isbig); such sentences require neither a verb nor a copula in Dhivehi,
as explained further in Section 12.1.1. In some languages, such as English, the copula
is also used to express existence or the state of being located in a particular place.
Dhivehi does not use its copula in this way but rather uses a number of different verbs
to express existence and/or location (see Section 12.6).³

3 I follow Dixon (2010: 158–162) in considering a verb that marks existence and/or location but
is not used to make statements of equivalence (or identity in his words) or of attribution to not
be a copula, although the copulas of some languages (such as English) also play these roles.
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9.1.5 Emphatic particles

The particle -ވެސް   -ves is the most commonly used emphatic particle. It adds a mean-
ing of ‘too, also’, or ‘even’, as in މަވެސް   ma-ves̊ ‘me too’. While in some cases it is trans-
latable as ‘also’ or ‘even’, in other uses it conveys an emphasis that is unlikely to be
explicitly translated into English. After certain words ending in -އެ   -e, -ވެސް   -ves may
be contracted to just -ސް   s. Thus ކޮންމެސް   kommes is a contracted form of ކޮންމެވެސް 
 komme-ves ‘some or other’, and ވުރެސް   vures is a contracted form of ވުރެވެސް   vure-ves
‘even compared to’. These contractions are very common in speech but less so in writ-
ing.

The particle -މެ   -me also has an emphatic meaning. In several of its most common
uses it has been lexicalized. Thus it attaches to ކޮން   kon̊ ‘which?’ to produce ކޮންމެ 
 komme ‘some or other, whichever’, as discussed more fully in Section 6.5. When -މެ 
 -me attaches to ކިތައް   kitak̊ ‘how many?’ the result means ‘several’ (with an indefinite
noun) or ‘however (much/many)’ with a concessive verb. With އެއް   ek̊, -މެ   -me forms
އެންމެ   emme ‘a single, the most’. With ދެން   den̊ ‘then’, it creates ދެންމެ   den̊me ‘just now’.
However, -މެ   -me is sometimes also used in a more general (non-lexicalized) emphatic
sense, as in ހަމައެހެންމެ   hama-ehen̊-me ‘just like that (emph)’.

The particle އޭ   -ē (which looks like the quotative particle) also serves as an em-
phasis marker on a particular element of a sentence, as in ދެތިންމީހެކޭ   de-tin̊_mīhek-ē
‘(just) two-three people’. However, it does not have the inclusive ‘also’ sense of -ވެސް 
 -ves.

Demonstratives are given the emphatic particle -އޮއް   -ok̊, as in އެއޮއް   e-ok̊ ‘that
there’ and މިއޮއް   mi-ok̊ ‘this here’. The އޮއް   ok̊ is derived from the verb އޮތް   ot̊, past tense
of އޮންނަނީ   onnanī ‘is (lying)’.⁴ As discussed further in Section 12.6.1, past tense forms
of locational verbs such as އޮންނަނީ   onnanī tend to be have present-tense meaning
when they are used existentially. An example of an emphatic demonstrative is given
in 12.71.

9.1.6 Negative particles

There are three main negative morphemes in Dhivehi. The most common is ނު-   nu-,
which is written as a prefix on verbs, whether they be finite, nonfinite, or even verbal
nouns. Its use with verbs is discussed more fully in Section 8.4. Occasionally it attaches
to a non-verb, such as ނުރައްކާ   nurakkā ‘danger’, from ރައްކާ   rakkā ‘safety’; or ނުސީދާ   nu-

4 This is as explained by a native speaker, who pointed out that މިއޮއް   mi-ok̊ [miyoʔ] is easier to
say than މިއޮތް   mi-ot̊ [miyoiʔ̯].
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sīdā ‘indirect, not straight’, from ސީދާ   sīdā ‘straight’; or ނުކިޔަމަންތެރި   nu-kiyamanteri
‘disobedient’, from ކިޔަމަންތެރި   kiyamanteri ‘obedient’.

The other two negative morphemes are independent words and are often (but
not always, given the vagaries of Dhivehi word spacing) written as such. Existence
is negated with ނެތް   net̊ ‘there is not’; and equivalence, the ascription of attributes (in
nonverbal sentences), or sentences with focus verbs are negated with ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘not’.
ނެތް   net̊ has a corresponding verb, ނެތެނީ   netenī ‘is absent’ (created from ނެތް   net̊ ‘there
is not’ via back-formation, according to Reynolds 2003) and could thus be considered
a verb in the modern language.

In the standard language of Malé, verbal negation in finite clauses requires neg-
ative concord on the verb’s complement and/or other nearby constituents. This nega-
tive concord is achieved by means of another series of suffixes and particles. Negation
in nonfinite clauses does not require negative concord. When negative concord is re-
quired, nouns in the scope of a negative verb or negation particle will take -އެއް   -ek̊
or -އަކު   -aku (the indefinite and unspecified inflections, also used elsewhere in nouns,
as described in Section 5.2). Adjectives will take -އެއް   -ek̊, though they do not take in-
definite inflection for any purpose other than negative concord.

Verbs are usually themselves the negated element, but certain verb forms may oc-
cur in the scope of the negation on other verbs or of the sentence-negating particles
ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘not’ or ނެތް   net̊ ‘there is not’. When such a verb is in the focus form (past,
present, or future, all of which end in -އީ   -ī), it will take -ކީ   -kī, as do the demonstrative-
copula combinations (so that އެއީ   e-ī ‘that is’ becomes އެއީކީ   e-ī-kī). The full copula,
-އަކީ   -akī, remains unaffected. Infinitives in the scope of negation lose their final -ން 
 -n̊, lengthen the previous vowel, and add -ކަށް   -kaṣ̊ (so that, for example, ހަދަން   hadan̊
‘to make’ becomes ހަދާކަށް   hadākaṣ̊ in a negative context, which makes it look like a
dative noun in the unspecified inflection). Other verbs in the scope of negation usu-
ally take -އެއް   -ek̊. Verbs ending with the successive particle -ފައި   -fai may take -ކާ   -kā
but this is prescriptively frowned on, and -އެއް   -ek̊ is preferred. Either way, the -ފައި 
 -fai will shorten (orthographically) to -ފަ   -fa. The number of elements in a sentence
that take negative concord is a matter of emphasis. For more on the use of negation in
sentences, see Section 12.7.

The Arabic negative prefix ލާ-   lā- is found on some loanwords, such as ލދާީނީ   lā-
dīnī ‘irreligious’. The Urdu/Persian negative prefix ބޭ-   bē is also used on some loan-
words, as in ބޭއިންސާފު   bē-insāfu ‘unjust, injustice’ (from އިންސާފު   insāfu ‘justice’) and
ބޭއަދަބީ   bē-adabī ‘ill-mannered’ (from އަދަބީ   adabī ‘respectful’). These borrowed nega-
tive prefixes are not used on verbs and are not used as sentence negation.

The word ހިލާ   hilā ‘at all’ serves to emphasize negation. An example is given in
12.111.
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9.1.7 Complementizers

To allow clauses to be the complements of verbs (as in he was hungry in John said that
he was hungry), Dhivehi uses a number of different grammatical words and particles.
These complementizers include ކަމަށް   kamaṣ̊ and ކަމުގައި   kamugai (the dative and loca-
tive of the noun ކަން   kam̊ ‘deed’, respectively) for active verbs like ވިދާޅުވަނީ   vidāḷu-vanī
‘says (hhon)’. For the IN-verb އެނގެނީ   en̆genī ‘knows’, the direct case form, ކަން   kam̊
is used instead. As an IN-verb of passive experience, އެނގެނީ   en̆genī ‘knows’ takes a
dative case subject and a direct case object. A clausal complement is also assigned the
direct case via its complementizer, ކަން   kam̊. Verbs of speech, such as ބުނަނީ   bunanī
‘says’ and ވިދާޅުވަނީ   vidāḷu-vanī ‘says (high-hon)’, are active verbs that take direct-case
subjects and assign their complement clauses non-direct cases.

The complementizer -ހެން   -hen̊, which in other contexts means ‘like, in the man-
ner of’, is usually used with ހީވަނީ   hīvanī ‘thinks’. The noun ތަން   tan̊ ‘place’ is used as
a complementizer with verbs of seeing, and the noun ވހާަކަ   vāhaka ‘story, speech, ut-
terance’ is used as a complementizer for verbs that introduce something someone has
said.

Where there is doubt involved in the complement clause (as in English comple-
mentizers if and whether), -ތޯ   -tō is used. Thus -ތޯ   -tō can be either an honorific
question particle (as described in Section 9.1.3), or a complementizer of questioning
or doubt.

See Section 13.2 for complex sentences that use complementizers.

9.1.8 Particle of present relevance

The prefixing particle އެބަ-   eba- is combined with verbs or noun-verb compounds to
convey that an action or state is presently going on. It most commonly precedes a verb
(e.g., ހޯދަންޖެހޭ  އެބަ  eba hōdan̊jehē ‘still need to find’) or a noun-verb compound (e.g.,
ކުރޭ  މސަައްކަތް އެބަ  eba masakkat̊ kurē ‘still working [lit. still doing work]’), where it
is often but not always written as a prefix. A common application is to the locational
verbs of posture ހުންނަނީ )  hunnanī ‘is (standing)’, އިންނަނީ   innanī ‘is (sitting)’, and
އޮންނަނީ   onnanī ‘is (lying)’), which are used in their past tense when forming present
existential/locational clauses. Presumably this use of the past tense arises because in
order to be, say, sitting somewhere, one has to have previously sat down. The particle
އެބަ-   eba- is used to indicate that such verbs are meant to be interpreted as present-
tense existentials. (For more on the use of locational and existential verbs, see Section
12.6.) The final vowel of އެބަ-   eba- is not given its own syllable if the following verb is
vowel initial. Thus, for example, އެބައިން   eba.in̊ ‘still sitting’ is pronounced [ebæːn] in
Malé, as it would be if the word were monomorphemic.
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އެބަ-   eba- is also often used with the present tense to indicate that one is just about
to do something, just as the English word presently can be used to mean ‘soon’ rather
then literally ‘at present’. Thus the use of such a construction can either mean that one
is in the middle of doing something or that one is just about to do it.

9.1.9 Adverbial subordination particles

There are several particles that serve to mark concepts such as timing, manner, rea-
son, and conditionality. Because they also serve to mark subordinate clauses, they are
presented briefly here and also (with full-sentence examples) in Section 13.4.

9.1.9.1 Timing particles
The time when something began is marked with the suffixing particle -އްސުރެ   -ssure,
which has the alternative form -ންސުރެ   -n̊sure. This particle can follow the past pro-
gressive form of a verb, as in ފެށުނީއްސުރެ   feṣunī-ssure ‘since [it] began’, or a noun that
refers either directly or indirectly to time, as in އިއްޔެއިންސުރެ   iyyein̊sure ‘since yester-
day’ or ފނާުއްސުރެ  އާދަމުގެ  ādamuge fānu-ssure ‘since Adam’. This particle marks only
times, not reasons (unlike the word since in English).

A similar particle is -ތާ   -tā, which is generally translated as ‘since’ or ‘from the time
of’ if it follows a participle. The particle ދެން   den̊ ‘then’ (also a discourse connective—
see Section 9.2), means ‘until’ when it follows an infinitive, and means ‘while’ when it
follows a participle.

The noun އރިު   iru ‘time’ can serve to create an adverbial clause of timing, which
will take the form of a participial clause modifying the noun އރިު   iru ‘time’.

A number of timing particles that attach specifically to particular verb forms are
presented in Section 8.3.5. For sentences that contain the timing particles of this sec-
tion and of Section 8.3.5, see Section 13.4.2.

9.1.9.2 Manner particles
Manner adverbials can be created with -ހެން   -hen̊ or ފަދައިން   fadain̊. Used in this way,
they both mean ‘as, like, in the manner (of)’. ފަދައިން   fadain̊ is the ablative/instrumen-
tal of ފަދަ   fada ‘manner’. -ހެން   -hen̊ is also used as a complementizer with certain verbs,
as mentioned in Section 9.1.7.

For examples of these particles used in sentences, see Section 13.4.4.

9.1.9.3 Reason particle
Reasons are marked with the particle -ތީ   -tī attached to a participle. For the use of this
particle in sentences, see Section 13.4.3.
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9.1.9.4 Conditional and concessive particles
Conditional clauses are signalled by the use of either the suffixing particle -(އި)އްޔާ 
 -(i)yyā or the independent conditional particle ނަމަ   nama ‘if’. The suffixing condi-
tional -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā usually attaches to verbs, specifically to past participles and
perfect participles. An allomorph, -ޏާ   -ñā attaches to what looks like the infinitive,
but may be better understood as a coalescence of the ‘long form’ present progressive
participle and -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā. Conditionals cannot be considered exclusively verbal
morphemes, however. -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā may also be found with adjectives or the inde-
pendent negative particles ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘[is] not’ and ނެތް   net̊ ‘there is not’.⁵ The indepen-
dent conditional ނަމަ   nama ‘if’ follows a much wider range of constituents, including
adjectival, copular, negative, or participial clauses, or non-clausal phrases.

Conditionals with present participles (for ނަމަ   nama ‘if’) or present progressive
participles (for -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā) have an ongoing or habitual reading (‘if [it] is happen-
ing’), while conditionals with perfect participles imply that the event has not yet hap-
pened (‘if [it] were to happen’), and conditionals with past participles have a past (‘if it
happened’) or counterfactual reading (‘if [it] had happened’). The difference in mean-
ing between ނަމަ   nama ‘if’ and -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā is subtle. Initial inquiry suggests that
-(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā has a more positive sense, such that it could be translated ‘if and when
it happens’ rather than the more hypothetical ‘if it happens’, but more work is needed
on this.

The conditional particle -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā, as mentioned, may be suffixed to partici-
ples, adjectives or independent negative particles, as in ކޮށްފިއްޔާ   koṣ̊fi-yyā ‘if [one]
were to do’, ބޮޑިއްޔާ   boḍ-iyyā ‘if [it is] big’ or ނޫނިއްޔާ   nūn-iyyā ‘if [it is] not’. When at-
tached to present progressive participles it coalesces to yield the form -ޏާ   -ñā, as in
ކުރަންޏާ   kuraññā ‘if [one] is doing’, making it appear as though it is attached to the in-
finitive. Sometimes the particle -މުން   -mun̊ is added to the conditional (after the -(އި)އްޔާ 
 -(i)yyā), but this makes no difference to the meaning and is prescriptively frowned on.
By contrast, the occasional use of -މު   -mu in this context is considered “fancy.”

Like conditionals, concessive clauses, meaning ‘even if’, ‘although’, or ‘despite’,
can be marked either with a suffix or with an independent word. The suffixing conces-
sive particle, -އަސް   -as, is attached to past participles as well as to predicate adjectives
and the sentence negators ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘not’ and ނެތް   net̊ ‘there is not’. When appended to
two consecutive phrases, the concessive means ‘whether... or...’. If it follows an adjec-
tive preceded by ކިތަންމެ   kitamme ‘several’, the result means ‘however...’ or ‘no matter
how...’ (where ‘...’ indicates the relevant adjective).

5 Verbs, adjectives, and independent negative particles constitute a class in Dhivehi, in the
sense that all of them can serve as the predicator in a sentence. They can also all take
conditional and concessive suffixing particles, as described in this section.
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The independent concessive particle is ނަމަވެސް   namaves ‘although’, often writ-
ten as a separate word. It follows the final word of a dependent clause or phrase. In
sentence-initial position, however, ނަމަވެސް   namaves means ‘but’ or ‘however’ (put
another way, it has the same meaning as ever, but the ‘although’ then refers to the
previous sentence—a concept expressed in English with a sentence-initial but or how-
ever).

For conditionals and concessives used in sentences, see Section 13.4.1.

9.2 Conjunctions and discourse connectives
Noun phrases and infinitives are co-ordinated with the suffixing particle -އާއި   -āi ‘and’,
which attaches to the head noun, while categories other than noun phrases are co-
ordinated with އަދި   adi ‘also’.⁶ Disjunction is expressed by ނުވަތަ   nuvata ‘or’, as de-
scribed more fully in Section 10.2. Another disjunctive conjunction is ނޫނީ   nūnī, which
can translate as ‘or’ or ‘if not’. In slightly different usage it can also be translated as
‘but not’ or ‘except’, following what it is excluding. މެނުވީ   menuvī and ފިޔަވައި   fiyavai
also mean ‘except’ or ‘besides’. މެނުވީ   menuvī is used at the adverbial and clausal level
(see Section 13.5), and ފިޔަވައި   fiyavai is used in noun phrases (see Section 10.5.2).

At the sentence level, a number of conjunctions or discourse connectives are used
to maintain the flow of discourse from one sentence to the next. Additive information
is indicated by beginning sentences with އަދި   adi ‘also’ or ދެން   den̊ ‘then, next’. In for-
mal writing އަދި   adi ‘also’ is more common, while ދެން   den̊ ‘then, next’ is very common
in speech. އަދި   adi may also be used to supplement the noun-phrase co-ordinating
particle -އާއި   -āi ‘and’ (see Section 10.2). More syntactically complex expressions are
also used in the function of connecting sentences, a common example being މީގެއިތުރުން 
 mīge_iturun̊ ‘additionally (lit. additionally of this)’. A disjunctive meaning between
sentences can be obtained by starting the second one with އެހެންނޫނީ   ehen-nūnī ‘if not,
otherwise’, which is also sometimes used sentence internally as a stronger form of ނޫނީ 
 nūnī (‘or otherwise’ as compared to just ‘or’). Contrast with previously stated informa-
tion is marked by beginning sentences with ނަމަވެސް   namaves ‘however’, އެހެންނަމަވެސް 
 ehen̊-namaves ‘nevertheless’, އެހެނަސް   ehenas ‘nevertheless’, or އެކަމަކު   ekamaku or
its shorter version, އެކަމު   ekamu ‘but’.

A conclusion stated in one sentence but based on information given in the pre-
vious sentence(s) is marked by beginning it with އެހެންކަމުން   ehen̊-kamun̊ ‘lit. from
the fact [of it being] like that’, އެހެންވީމާ   ehen̊-vīmā ‘lit. as [it] is like that’ (or އެހެންވީމަ 
 ehen-vīma), or އެހެންވެ   ehen-ve ‘lit. [it] being like that’ (or sometimes އެހެންވެގެން   ehen̊-

6 However, verbs and verb phrases (other than verbal nouns and infinitives) may not be
co-ordinated. See Section 13.1.
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vegen̊), which all mean ‘therefore’. Conditional conclusions (analogous to English If
so...) are made with conditional forms created from އެހެން   ehen̊ ‘that way, thus’ and
conditional forms of the verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’, and include އެހެންވެއްޖެނަމަ   ehen̊-
vejjenama, އެހެންވެއްޖިއްޔާ   ehen-vejjiyyā (also spelled އެހެންވެއްޖެއްޔާ   ehen-vejjeyyā),
and އެހެންވިއްޔާ   ehen-viyyā.

As the previous paragraph demonstrates, many Dhivehi discourse connectives are
created from އެހެން   ehen̊ ‘like that, thus’. The previous information is described as
‘that’, and the situation it describes is summed up as ‘thus/that way’. A number of
these discourse connectives may sometimes also be expressed with މިހެން   mihen̊ ‘like
this’ or even occasionally ތިހެން   tihen̊ ‘like that by you’ (said in response to something
one’s addressee has said). This is generally true of those that express a logical connec-
tion (such as ‘therefore’ or ‘if so’) but not of those that express a disjunction (such as
‘nevertheless’ or ‘otherwise’), which are only made from އެހެން   ehen̊ ‘like that, thus’,
which contains the third-person demonstrative. Overall, the އެ-   e- ‘DEM3’ forms are
more common, even when first- and second-person demonstratives are possible.

Explanations are prefaced with words using the short form of the copula (intro-
duced in Section 9.1.4), such as އެއީ   e-ī ‘that is...’, އެހެނީ   ehen-ī ‘that is because...’, and
އެބަހީ   ebah-ī ‘that is to say...’ (from ބސަް   bas ‘word’). The full copula is used with އެގޮތަކީ 
 egot-akī ‘[it’s] that way because...’ (from ގޮތް   got̊ ‘way, manner’). Clarifications may be
prefaced with މިބުނީ   mi-bunī ‘DEM1-said’ (‘I said/meant’), and they are requested with
ތބިުނީ؟   ti-bunī? ‘DEM2-said’ (‘you said/meant?’).

9.3 Interjections
Interjections are non-inflecting words that do not participate in larger syntactic phrases
but nevertheless play a semantic role in the discourse. Interjections are anomalous in
Dhivehi in that they allow nasalized vowels.

Of the interjections, some very important ones are words for ‘yes’ and ‘no’. Agree-
ment in Dhivehi is expressed with the plain/non-honorific އނާ   ān̆ ‘yes’ (sometimes އާ 
 ā), with the mid-level honorific ލައްބަ   labba ‘yes (mid hon)’, or with the high honorific
އާދެ   āde ‘yes (high hon)’.⁷ As with other honorifics in this particular chapter, the use
of honorific words for ‘yes’ depends on the status of the person spoken to and not the
status of the person spoken about. In other words, they are addressee-oriented hon-
orifics. އާދެ   āde ‘yes!’ is also used rhetorically in formal writing when emphasizing a

7 The fact that a different word for ‘yes’ exists at each honorific level (including the plain level,
for a total of three words), while many other aspects of the Dhivehi honorific system have only
two separate values may be why these words are used to name the honorific levels, mid-level
honorific speech being termed ލައްބަދުރުވުން   labba-duruvum̊ ‘yes-come/go (mid hon)’ and high
honorific speech being termed އާދެވަޑައިގަތުން   āde-vaḍaigatum̊ ‘yes-come/go (high hon)’.
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point, similar to English Indeed! (In general, very formal writing uses high addressee-
oriented honorifics.)

The negative interjection is ނޫނޭ   nūnē ‘no’ or the less emphatic (and thus more
polite) ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘no’. The latter also functions as one form of sentence negation, as
mentioned in Section 9.1.6. When contradicting what someone has said (rather than
answering a question), ނާ   nā ‘no’ may be used instead. An informal vocal gesture of
dissent is އުނހޫ   un̆hū ‘uh-unh’. The “empty noonu” in އުނހޫ   un̆hū marks nasalization
of the vowel, as it also does in އނާ   ān̆ ‘yes’.

The affirmative and negative interjections in Dhivehi affirm or deny (respectively)
what someone has asked in the polarity in which it was originally asked. Thus if a
question is negative, asking if something is not the case, an affirmative interjection
will affirm that it is not the case, while a negative interjection will indicate that it is,
after all, the case. For example, the answer ލައްބަ   labba ‘yes (mid hon)’ to the question
of Do you not have any children? means that one does not in fact have any children.

Words that convey the equivalent of ‘please’ are ނިކަން   nikam̊ and އަޅެ   aḷe. How-
ever, these words are not used as routinely as please is in English. ހެޔޮނުވނާެ   heyo-
nuvāne expresses pleading (like English ‘I beg of you’), but can be confusing to a
learner because it appears to mean ‘[it] won’t be good’. Thanks is expressed with the
Urdu loanword ޝުކުރިއްޔާ   shukuriyyā ‘thank you’ and is replied to with the Urdu މަރުހަބާ 
 maruhabā ‘[you’re] welcome’.

މަރުހަބާ   maruhabā ‘welcome’ is also used to express welcome to guests. When leav-
ing, guests say މިދަނީ   midanī ‘lit. DEM1-is going’ as ‘good-bye’. The formal Arabic greet-
ing ޢަލައިކުމް  އައްސަލާމް  assalām ʿalaikum̊ ‘peace be with you’ and its reply, ވަޢަލައި- 
ކުމުއްސަލމާް  vaʿalaikumussalām ‘and with you be peace’, are used when people meet,
especially in formal situations.

Other interjections are mostly properties of the spoken language. A nasal sound
made with the lips closed, ހމމ   hmm, is used to express agreement. This is analogous
in function to English mm-hmm, not to the hmm that English speakers use to show that
they are thinking or unsure about something. The interjection އޭތް   ēt̊ (or އޭ   ē) may be
used to attract someone’s attention, like hey in English. Such a call (or being called
by name) will receive the answer އޯތް   ōt̊. Another attention-getting interjection is އެއޮއް 
 eok̊ ‘look there!’ (or މިއޮއް   miok̊ ‘look here!’), which in other contexts just means ‘that
there’ (or ‘this here’). When first seeing someone, one might say އަނހާ   an̆hā, or އަހާ 
 ahā, meaning something like ‘ah, here you are’, especially if one is surprised to see
the person. Other interjections include އަސްތާ   astā ‘oh!’ for surprise (or its short form
އަސް   as), އައިނ   ain̆ ‘huh?’ for a lack of understanding, އައްދޯއި   addōi ‘ouch!’ as a cry of
pain, and އަޅޭ   aḷē , a flexible interjection that means ‘oops’, ‘oh dear’, or ‘sorry!’
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9.4 Discourse markers
Discourse markers are considered here to be words that are used with very little or no
specific semantic meaning but that serve a pragmatic function in the discourse, such
as soliciting the hearer’s agreement or signaling a change of topic. These are primarily
features of spoken discourse but may sometimes be used in very informal writing as
well.

The discourse marker -ދޯ   -dō is used very frequently to solicit the agreement of the
addressee. Its use is remarkably similar to the Canadian English discourse marker eh?
and is frequently cited by speakers as overused in the speech of modern young people.
The honorific form of -ދޯ   -dō is ދެއްތޯ   dettō. The particle އިނގޭ   in̆gē, derived from the
verb އެނގެނީ   en̆genī ‘is known’, is also used to solicit the agreement or cooperation of
the addressee, much like you know? or OK? in English. In honorific speech, -ތޯ   -tō is
added, to make އިނގޭތޯ   in̆gē-tō. While -ދޯ   -dō and އިނގޭ   in̆gē appear to be question
markers, they often do not evoke an explicit, verbal response, though a response of
ހމމ   hmm would be perfectly appropriate.

Tag questions (like isn’t it? in English), which also solicit agreement from the lis-
tener, may be formed by appending -އެއްނު   -ek̊nu or -އެއްނުން   -ek̊nun̊ to the sentence.
The latter form may be supplemented with -ދޯ   -dō. A shorter form, -ނު   -nu (like the
negation particle, but placed after the verb) may also be used. The އެއް   ek̊ which begins
the longer form of the tag question is the indefinite negative concord marker, which
is used because negative expressions require an indefinite context. Thus theoretically
the އެއް   ek̊ is a negative concord marker added to the expression that the tag question
is about, while the -ނު   -nu is the negation that triggers the presence of the އެއް   ek̊. This
accounts for the spelling -އެއްނު   -ek̊nu rather than -އެންނު   -ennu. In speech the -އެއްނު 
 -ek̊nu may be added to any word the speaker wishes to evoke agreement about, rather
than just the last word in a sentence.

A longer way of making tag questions is to combine the sentence-negation marker
ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘not’ with the question marker -ތަ   -ta or -ތޯ   -tō (the latter for honorific usage)
or the written ހެއްޔެވެ   heyy-eve, so as to add ނޫންތަ   nūnta ‘is it not?’ or ނޫންތޯ   nūntō
‘is it not (hon)?’ or ނޫންހެއްޔެވެ   nūnheyy-eve ‘is it not.END?’ to the end of the sentence.
See Section 12.8.1 for examples.

Understanding may be expressed by the listener with އެހެންތަ   ehen̊-ta or its hon-
orific އެހެންތޯ   ehen̊-tō. A longer version, އެހެންތަވަނީ   ehen̊-ta_vanī, may also be used. Al-
though these expressions have the form of questions meaning ‘Is that so?’ or ‘Really?’—
and indeed they can mean that—they are usually not intended as questions and mean
something more like ‘Ah!’ or ‘I see’. They acknowledge the receipt of information.

The question word ކޮބާ   kobā, which otherwise means ‘what’ or ‘where’, is also
used to introduce topics, similar to the function of So, ... or Well, ... in English. The lex-
icalized phrase މަބުނީ   ma_bunī ‘lit. I said’ is also used to introduce a topic (though in
other contexts it continues to mean simply ‘I said’). Learners should note the differ-
ence between މަބުނީ   ma_bunī ‘lit. I said’, which introduces a topic, and މިބުނީ   mi-bunī
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‘DEM1-said’, which means ‘I meant’ and is used to introduce a clarification. Syntac-
tically speaking, މަބުނީ   ma_bunī ‘lit. I said’ and މިބުނީ   mi-bunī ‘DEM1-said’ would be
expected to mean the same thing, given that first-person demonstratives are often used
in place of first-person pronouns.

Words that are used to fill pauses and to continue speaking despite not knowing
exactly what to say (analogous to English um, like, and yeah) include މީ   mī ‘lit. this is’;
އަނެއް   anek̊ ‘lit. the other’, whose second vowel is often drawn out to produce އަނޭ   anē;
and އނާ   ān̆ ‘lit. yes’.





10 Noun Phrases
Dhivehi noun phrases contain at minimum a head noun. They may also contain de-
monstratives, adjectives, quantifiers, genitive noun phrases, postpositional phrases,
comparative or exclusionary phrases, infinitival phrases, and/or participial clauses.
They may be conjoined with other noun phrases by co-ordinating or disjunctive parti-
cles. Noun phrases whose head nouns are verbal nouns have some properties in com-
mon with full clauses, including the ability to take noun phrases as complements, as
will be returned to in Section 10.6.

Noun phrases perform a number of functions within sentences. In the direct case
(see Section 5.3 for case, which is expressed on the head noun), they may be subjects or
objects. In the dative case, they express goals or beneficiaries, or serve as the subjects
of verbs of non-volitional action or of ability. In the locative case they express locations
of various sorts, including figurative ones. In the ablative/instrumental they express
sources, means, methods, and reasons. In the genitive or sociative case, and/or as the
objects of postpositions, they express a number of relationships to other nouns. They
may also express times. Some nouns function as complementizers, so that the result-
ing noun phrase serves the function of a complement clause. This chapter is devoted
to the internal structure of noun phrases; the use of noun phrases within clauses is
covered in Chapter 12 and Chapter 13.

10.1 Noun phrase elements and their order
Like other phrases in Dhivehi, noun phrases are head final, meaning that the noun
comes at the end of its phrase. Genitive phrases, postpositional phrases, demonstra-
tives, adjectives, and quantifiers all come before the head noun, generally in that order.
Modifying participial clauses do as well; these will be discussed further in Section 10.3.
A few nouns may take infinitive complements, which also precede the noun; these are
discussed further in Section 10.4.

10.1.1 Quantifiers

When there are several elements preceding the head noun, they usually come in a par-
ticular order. A numeric quantifier, if present, will normally be the closest to the noun;
thus it will usually be the last thing encountered before the noun. Numeric quantifiers
are often written without a space between them and the noun, especially if they are
very short (as in އެއް   ek̊ ‘one’ and ދެ   de ‘two’); but a space is also not unusual. The
spacing in the following examples is maintained from the original sources. Example
10.1 shows the numeric quantifier preceded by a demonstrative, as it is in English. As
example 10.2 shows, however, a numeric quantifier will generally occur after an adjec-
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tive, unlike in English. The numeric quantifier occurring after a genitive noun phrase
is shown in 10.3.

(10.1) މިދެރަށް
mi=de_raṣ̊
DEM1=two_island
‘these two islands’ (HD)

(10.2) ތިންކުޅުންތެރނިް ބިދޭސީ
bidēsī
foreign

tin̊_kuḷum̊.teri-n̊
three_athlete-PL

‘the three foreign athletes’ (MI)

(10.3) ރައްޔިތުން ލައްކަ ތިން ރާއްޖޭގެ ދިވެހި
divehi
Dhivehi

rājjē-ge
country-GEN

tin̊
three

lakka
hundred.thousand

rayyitu-n̊
citizen-PL

‘the Maldives’ three hundred thousand citizens’ (MN)

Occasionally the numeric quantifier is found before an adjective, particularly in
certain expressions, such as ކުދިން  އަންހެން  anhen̊ kudin̊ ‘female children, girls’ in
10.4. In a case like this, it appears that the adjective and noun have formed a compound.
When the adjective އަންހެން   an̊hen̊ ‘female’ occurs with a different noun, it more often
precedes the quantifier, as in 10.5.

(10.4) ކުދިން ދެއަންހެން ކުޑަ
kuḍa
small

de_an̊hen̊
two_female

kudi-n̊
child-PL

‘the two small girls’ (HD)

(10.5) ތިންކުޅުންތެރނިް އަންހެން އެންމެމޮޅު
emme_moḷu
single_excellent

an̊hen̊
female

tin̊_kuḷum̊.teri-n̊
three_athlete-PL

‘the three best female athletes’ (HD)

Some expressions vary in whether a quantifier can be interposed between the ad-
jective and the noun. An example is ޕާޓީ  ސިޔާސީ  siyāsī pāṭī ‘political party’, for which
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10.6 and 10.7 give two different orders. It may be ޕާޓީ  ސިޔާސީ  siyāsī pāṭī is in the pro-
cess of forming a compound. It may also be that numeric quantifiers are sometimes
moved from their typical location for rhetorical effect.

(10.6) ޕާޓީން ސިޔާސީ ހަތަރު
hataru
four

siyāsī
political

pāṭī-n̊
party-PL

‘the four political parties’ (HD)

(10.7) ޕާޓީން ހަތަރު ސިޔާސީ
siyāsī
political

hataru
four

pāṭī-n̊
party-PL

‘the four political parties’ (HD)

Non-numeric quantifiers are often placed in the same position as numeric quanti-
fiers, next to the noun, as illustrated in 10.8 through 10.13.

(10.8) މިހުރިހކާަމެއް
mi=hurihā_kam-ek̊
DEM1=all_action-INDF
‘all these actions’ (HD)

(10.9) މުއައްޒަފުން ހުރިހާ ސަރުކާރުގެ
sarukāru-ge
government-GEN

hurihā
all

muazzafu-n
employee-PL

‘all the government’s employees’ (HD)

(10.10) ރަށްރަށް ބައެއް ރާއްޖޭގެ
rājjē-ge
country-GEN

baek̊
some

raṣ̊∼raṣ̊
island∼REDUP

‘some of the country’s (various) islands’ (HD)

(10.11) ސޫފާސޫފި ބައެއް މުހިންމު
muhimmu
important

baek̊
some

sūfāsūfi
small.creatures

‘some important small creatures’ (MN)
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(10.12) ރައްޔިތެއްވެސް ކޮންމެ ދިވެހި
divehi
Maldivian

komme
every

rayyit-ek̊=ves
citizen-INDF=EMPH

‘every Maldivian citizen’ (HD)

(10.13) އަނިޔާތަކެއް ގެއްލުންތަކަކާއި އެތައް ބޮޑެތި
boḍeti
big.PL

etak̊
numerous

gellum̊-tak-ak-āi
damage-PL-UNSP-CONJ

aniyā-tak-ek̊
injury-PL-INDF

‘numerous great damages and injuries’ (HD)

However, non-numeric quantifiers are somewhat more prone to appearing in other
positions than numeric quantifiers are, depending on the rhetorical context and de-
sired effect. As shown in 10.14 and 10.15, the non-numeric quantifier may sometimes
be separated from the noun by an adjective. Compare 10.15 with 10.13.

(10.14) މސަައްކަތްތަކެއް ރަނގަޅު ހުރިހާ
hurihā
all

ran̆gaḷu
good

masakkat̊-tak-ek̊
work-PL-INDF

‘all good work’ (HD)

(10.15) އަނިޔާތަކެއް ބޮޑެތި އެތައް
etak̊
numerous

bodeti
big.PL

aniyā-tak-ek̊
injury-PL-INDF

‘numerous great injuries’ (HD)

10.1.2 Adjectives

Besides a quantifier, an adjective will be the next closest to the noun, preceded by
any genitive or demonstrative. Examples 10.16 and 10.17 show genitive noun phrases
preceding adjectives. Common, short adjectives may fail to have a space after them.

(10.16) ނަތީޖާ ފޮނި ކެތްތެރިކަމުގެ
ket̊terikamu-ge
patience-GEN

foni
sweet

natījā
result

‘the sweet results of patience’ (KN)
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(10.17) ވަގުތު ހިތްގައިމު ހަވީރުގެ
havīru-ge
evening-GEN

hit̊gaimu
pleasant

vagutu
time

‘the pleasant time of the evening’ (VN)

Examples of adjectives with a preceding demonstrative are shown in 10.18 and
10.19.

(10.18) މިބޮޑުބަޖެޓް
mi=boḍu_bajeṭ
DEM1=big_budget
‘this big budget’ (HD)

(10.19) އެދިގުމެސެޖް
e=digu_mesej
DEM3=long_message
‘that long message’ (HD)

The order of adjectives with respect to each other can be surprising to a learner, as
10.20 and 10.21 illustrate.

(10.20) ދަރިފުޅު ލޯބި އެކުޑަ
e=kuḍa
DEM3=small

lōbi
darling

darifuḷu
child

‘that darling little child’ (KN)

(10.21) މީހުން ރަނގަޅު އޚިްލސާްތެރި
ikhlāsteri
sincere

ran̆gaḷu
good

mīhun
people

‘good, sincere people’ (HD)

However, the order of adjectives is somewhat variable and seems to depend on
emphasis. Compare 10.22 and 10.23 with 10.24 and 10.25.

(10.22) އަނިޔާ ބޮޑެތި ޖސިްމނާީ
jismānī
physical

boḍeti
big.PL

aniyā
injury

‘great physical injuries’ (HD)
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(10.23) ބަދަލުތަކެއް ބޮޑެތި ތރާީޚީ
tārīkhī
historic

boḍeti
big.PL

badalu-tak-ek̊
change-PL-INDF

‘big historic changes’ (HD)

(10.24) އަނިޔާތަކެއް ޖސިްމނާީ ބޮޑެތި
boḍeti
big.PL

jismānī
physical

aniyā-tak-ek̊
injury-PL-INDF

‘great physical injuries’ (HD)

(10.25) ބަދަލުތަކެއް އިންޤިލބާީ ބޮޑެތި
boḍeti
big.PL

inqilābī
revolutionary

badalu-tak-ek̊
change-PL-INDF

‘big revolutionary changes’ (HD)

Adjectives or adjectival phrases modifying a single noun can be co-ordinated with
އަދި   adi ‘and, also’, although as the previous examples show, single-word adjectives
do not require an explicit co-ordinator.

(10.26) އިޞްލޙާުތަކެއް ބޮޑެތި އަދި މުހިންމު
muhimmu
important

adi
and

boḍeti
big.PL

is̤lāh̤u-tak-ek̊
reform-PL-INDF

‘big and important reforms’ (HD)

(10.27) ކަމެއް ބޭނުންތެރި ވަރަށް މިވަގުތަށް އަދި މުހިންމު ވަރަށް
varaṣ̊
very

muhimmu
important

adi
and

mi=vagut-aṣ̊
DEM1=time-DAT

varaṣ̊
very

bēnum̊teri
needed

kam-ek̊
action-INDF

‘a very important and presently much-needed action’ (MI)

Adjectival phrases may be co-ordinated with participial phrases. See also Section
10.3.2 for more complex adjectival modifiers of this sort.

(10.28) ސުވލާު ޖަވބާުނުލިބޭ އަދި މުހިންމު އެންމެ
emme
single

muhimmu
important

adi
and

javābu_nu=libē
answer_NEG=receive.PRS.PTCP

suvālu
question

‘the most important, and unanswered, question’ (HD)
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10.1.3 Demonstratives

A demonstrative will be closer to the noun than a genitive, as shown in 10.29, but will
occur before an adjective or quantifier, as in 10.30 and above in 10.1, 10.8, 10.18, and
10.19.

(10.29) މިވޯޓު ޕލާަމެންޓުގެ
pālamenṭu-ge
parliament-GEN

mi=vōṭu
DEM1=vote

‘this vote of parliament’ (HD)

(10.30) ދިވެހިރާއްޖެ މިކުޑަކުޑަ އަޅުގަނޑުމެންގެ
aḷugan̆ḍu-men̊-ge
1.DEFR-PL-GEN

mi=kuḍa∼kuḍa
DEM1=small∼REDUP

divehi_rājje
Dhivehi_country

‘this tiny little Maldives of ours’ (HD)

10.1.4 Genitives and other phrases

Genitives are found at the beginning of noun phrases, before demonstratives, adjec-
tives, or quantifiers, as in 10.30. As well as indicating possession, genitives are used
to relate properties to the head noun that are themselves described by nouns, such
as measurements and optionally colors (colors may also be used adjectivally, directly
modifying the noun).

(10.31) ބޮޑުބަޑި މީޓަރގެ 8
8
8

mītar̆-ge
meter-GEN

boḍu_baḍi
big_gun

‘8-meter cannons’ (HD)

(10.32) ލޯ ދެ ބޮޑު ރަތްކުލައިގެ
rat̊_kulai-ge
red_color-GEN

boḍu
big

de
two

lō
eye

‘two big red eyes’ (VN)

Occasionally a noun phrase will contain yet other phrases, such as postpositional
phrases, as in 10.33. Such phrases are more likely if the head noun refers to an action
(and is thus either a verbal noun or semantically similar to a verbal noun), as in 10.34,
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or contains a quantifier, as in 10.35. The genitive will also precede such a phrase, which
will in turn precede a demonstrative, as in 10.34.

(10.33) މއާްދާއެއް ޚިލާފު ޗާޓަރާ އޮލިމްޕިކް
olimpik
Olympic

cāṭar-ā
charter

khilāfu
against

māddā-ek̊
matter-INDF

‘a matter contrary to the Olympic charter’ (HD)

(10.34) މިޢަމަލުތައް ޚިލފާު ދީނާ އިސްލމާް ޤައްޔޫމުގެ ޢަބްދުލް މައުމޫނު
maumūnu
Maumoon

abdul
Abdul

gayyūmu-ge
Gayoom-GEN

islām
Islam

dīn-ā
religion-SOC

khilāfu
against

mi=ʿamalu-tak̊
DEM1=activity-PL
‘these activities of Maumoon Abdul Gayoom’s against the Islamic religion’
(HD)

(10.35) ކުޅުންތެރިއަކުވެސް ކޮންމެ ތެރެއިން އޭގެ
ē-ge
DEM3-GEN

tere-in
within-ABL

komme
every

kuḷum̊.teri-aku=ves
athlete-UNSP=EMPH

‘every athlete among them’ (HD)

10.1.5 Overall order

The overall order within a noun phrase is genitive, postpositional phrase, demonstra-
tive, adjective, quantifier, noun, with some variability in the placement of non-numeric
quantifiers. However, it is a rare noun phrase that contains all these elements. Some
examples of noun phrases that contain at least three types of modifiers are in 10.36
through 10.38. Additionally, examples 10.30 and 10.34 also contain three kinds of mod-
ifiers.

(10.36) ހަމަލއާެއް ހުރިހާ މނިުރައްކާތެރި
mi=nu.rakkāteri
DEM1=dangerous

hurihā
all

hamalā-ek̊
attack-INDF

‘all these dangerous attacks’ (HD)
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(10.37) ކުޅުންތެރނިް ގނިަ މޝަްހޫރު ދުނިޔޭގެ
duniyē-ge
world-GEN

mashhūru
famous

gina
many

kuḷum̊.teri-n
athlete-PL

‘many of the world’s famous athletes’ (HD)

(10.38) ސިޓީއެއް ތިން ބޮޑު ޖަޕނާުގެ
japān-uge
Japan-GEN

boḍu
big

tin̊
three

siṭī-ek̊
city-INDF

‘three big Japanese cities’ (HD)

10.2 Conjunction and disjunction
Noun phrases may be co-ordinated with the suffixing co-ordinating particle -އާއި   -āi or
-އާ   -ā. This particle looks like the sociative case suffix, and is evidently historically re-
lated to it, the suffix having probably developed from the particle (Cain and Gair 2000:
18). However, the co-ordinating particle may be added to a noun that is already marked
with another case (though it doesn’t have to—see example 10.41), while the sociative
case cannot. It can also be attached to an infinitive verb. In 10.40, for example, the
conjunctive particle is attached to a verbal noun in the dative case. Prescriptively, the
co-ordinating particle is -އާއި   -āi and the sociative marker is -އާ   -ā, but the distinction
is often ignored in practice.

(10.39) ދަރީން އަންހެން ދެ ދަރީންނާއި ފިރިހެން ދެ
de
two

firihen̊
male

darī-nn=āi
child.PL=CONJ

de
two

anhen̊
female

darī-n̊
child.PL

‘two sons and two daughters’ (KN)

(10.40) ފޅާުކުރުމަށް ޚިޔާލު ދިނުމަށާއި މަޢުލޫމތާު
maʿulūmātu
information

dinum-aṣ=āi
give.VN-DAT=CONJ

khiyālu
idea

fāḷu_kurum-aṣ̊
publication_do.VN-DAT

‘to give information and to publish ideas’ (DA)

When more than two noun phrases are conjoined, all but the last are followed by
-އާއި   -āi, and އަދި   adi ‘and, also’ is often added before the last noun phrase (in addition
to the -އާއި   -āi), as shown in 10.41. The އަދި   adi ‘and, also’ is not obligatory, however,
as illustrated in 10.42. Commas may or may not be used, as these two examples also
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illustrate. Example 10.41 also demonstrates that in a negative context the -އާއި   -āi may
still be used, unlike in English, where or is used (as in I didn’t get apples or oranges).
Example 10.41 also serves as a good example of how English words may be difficult to
identify in Dhivehi texts.

(10.41) އަދި އެލަވަންސާއި ކެޕިޓަލް ރިކުއަރމެންޓްސްއާއި އެކައުންޓިންގ ޓެކްސްބިލުގައި
ވހާަކައެއްނެތެވެ. ބޭންކްރަޕސްީގެ

ṭeks_bilu-gai
tax_bill-LOC

ekaunṭinğ
accounting

rikuar̆menṭs=āi
requirements=CONJ

kepiṭal
capital

elavans=āi
allowance=CONJ

adi
also

bēnkrapsī-ge
bankruptcy-GEN

vāhaka-ek̊=net=eve
speech-INDF=NEG=END

‘There is no mention in the tax bill of accounting requirements, capital
allowance, or bankruptcy.’ (HD)

(10.42) ތރާީޚއާި، ޤައުމއާި، އުފެއްދި މނިްތަކއާި،ބަރުމނިާއި، އިންގްރީޑިއަންޓްސްއާއި،
ބޭނުންކުރނާެގޮތް

ingrīḍianṭs=āi,
ingredients=CONJ

min-tak=āi,
measurement-PL=CONJ,

barumin=āi
weight=CONJ

ufeddi
produce.PST.PTCP

qaum=āi,
nation=CONJ

tārīkh=āi,
date=CONJ

bēnun̊_kurāne_got̊
need_do.FUT.PTCP_way

‘the ingredients, size, weight, producing country, date, and usage’ (MN)

Long lists of noun phrases are sometimes conjoined simply by commas, with އަދި 
 adi ‘and, also’ before the last one, as in English.

(10.43) އެވެ. ޕިލާސީ އަދި ކިލތާީ މަލސާީ، ފިލާސީ، ނަމަކީ މސުަޅުގެ ހަތަރު މި
mi
DEM1

hataru
four

musaḷu-ge
rabbit-GEN

nam=akī
name=COP

filāsī,
Filaasee

malāsī,
Malaasee

kilātī
Kilaathee

adi
also

pilāsī=eve
Pilaasee=END

‘These four rabbits’ names were Filaasee, Malaasee, Kilaathee, and
Pilaasee.’ (PB)

The disjunctive is conveyed by ނުވަތަ   nuvata ‘or’ or by ނޫނީ   nūnī ‘or, if not’.

(10.44) ދުންފަތް ގްރާމް 250 ނުވަތަ ސުއްޓާ 25 ނުވަތަ ސިނގިރެޓް 200
200
200

sin̆gireṭ
cigarette

nuvata
or

25
25

suṭṭā
cigar

nuvata
or

250
250

grām
gram

dum̊.fat̊
tobacco

‘200 cigarettes or 25 cigars or 250 grams tobacco’ (HD)
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(10.45) ޖިންނިއެއް ނޫނީ ހަންޑި
hanḍi
spirit

nūnī
or

jinni-ek̊
genie-INDF

‘a spirit or genie’ (VN)

While the co-ordinating particle -އާއި   -āi may occur in the context of negation, as
in example 10.41, the disjunctive ނުވަތަ   nuvata ‘or’ may as well.

(10.46) ރަށެއްގައި ނުވަތަ އަތޮޅެއްގައި ރާއްޖޭގެ ބޭނުންވަނީ އިނގިރޭސިން މިއަދު
ނޫނެވެ. ތބިުމެއް ވަޒަންވެރިވެގެން

miadu
today

in̆girēsi-n
English-PL

bēnum̊_vanī
need_be.PRS.FOC

rājjē-ge
country-GEN

atoḷ-ek̊-gai
atoll-INDF-LOC

nuvatu
or

raṣ-ek̊-gai
island-INDF-LOC

vazan̊.veri-ve=gen
settle-CNV=SUCC

tibum-ek̊
be.located.VN-INDF

nūn=eve.
NEG=END
‘Today the English do not want to be settled on an atoll or an island of the
country [Maldives].’ (MI)

10.3 Noun-modifying clauses
Noun phrases may contain full clauses within them. These clauses may be participial,
adjectival, or negative, but they do not contain finite verbs (inflected for both person
and tense). Otherwise, the internal structure of these clauses is like other clauses, dis-
cussed more in Chapter 12 and Chapter 13. This section discusses their role in noun
phrases.

10.3.1 Participles and participial clauses

Participles are partially inflected verb forms that are used to modify nouns. Dhivehi
participles convey tense (past, present, or future), but not person. They often look like
third-person forms of the verb and may therefore be confusing for a learner, but if a
verb directly precedes a noun it is likely to be a participle. An apparent mismatch of
person (a first-person subject with an apparently third-person verb) is also an indica-
tion that one has encountered a participle. The morphology of participles is described
in Section 8.3.2.



202 | Noun Phrases

Participles play a large role in Dhivehi syntax. The language has no relative pro-
nouns, so it has no relative clauses as such. Instead, such concepts are expressed with
participial clauses. In other words, Dhivehi uses the participle (noun-modifying) form
of the verb rather than relative pronouns to connect such a description to the noun.
While in English we may say either a man-eating shark or a shark who eats people,
only the first type of construction is used in Dhivehi and only the second is used in
English when the description is more than a word or two long. The fact that Dhivehi
participial clauses always come before the noun they describe can make them very dif-
ficult for English speakers to mentally process, habituated as they are to processing
such information after the noun it describes. English participles have only past and
present forms, but Dhivehi also has future participles, exemplified in 10.50.

The use of participial clauses in Dhivehi is very similar to that of Sinhala, but is
unlike the relative-correlative constructions of other Indo-Aryan languages. In this re-
spect Dhivehi and Sinhala resemble their Dravidian neighbors rather than their Indo-
Ayran relatives (Gair 1998 [1982]: 10–11). One important difference between Dhivehi
and Sinhala, however, is that Dhivehi has a future participle but Sinhala only distin-
guishes past and non-past participles (Gair 1998 [1976]: 204–205). On the other hand,
the nearby Dravidian languages Tamil and Malayalam also have a future participle
(Annamalai and Steever 1998: 113, Krishnamurti 2003: 338).

The following are some examples of Dhivehi participial clauses.

(10.47) ކަމެއް ކުރާ ހުކުރުދުވަހު އަހަރުން އނާްމުކޮށް
āmmu-koṣ̊
general-ADV

aharun
1.PL

hukuru_duvahu
Friday_day

kurā
do.PRS.PTCP

kam-ek̊
action-INDF

‘something we usually do on Fridays’ (SC)

(10.48) ކުރާމީހުން ކުށްތައް އެފަދަ
e=fada
DEM3=kind

kuṣ̊-tak̊
crime-PL

kurā_mīhun̊
do.PRS.PTCP_people

‘people who commit such crimes [lit. such crimes doing people]’ (HD)

(10.49) އަކުރެއް ލިޔުނު ކަނާތަށް ވތާުން
vātu-n̊
left-ABL

kanāt-aṣ̊
right-DAT

liyunu
write.PST.PTCP

akur-ek̊
script-INDF

‘a script which was written from left to right [lit. a from left to right written
script]’ (DA)
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(10.50) މސަައްކަތެއް ކުރެވޭނެ މިވަގުތު
mi=vagutu
DEM1=time

kurevēne
be.done.FUT.PTCP

masakkat-ek̊
work-INDF

‘work which will be done at this time’ (HD)

Participial clauses precede quantifiers (10.51), demonstratives (10.52), and adjec-
tives (10.53) that describe the same noun.

(10.51) ފޮތެއް ހަތަރު ލިޔުއްވި މޫސާދީދީ ޢަލީ
ʿalī
Ali

mūsā_dīdī
Moosa_Didi

liyuvvi
write.HON.PST.PTCP

hataru
four

fot-ek̊
book-INDF

‘four books which Ali Moosa Didi wrote’ (MI)

(10.52) މިބޯޑް އުފައްދަވފާައވިާ ކުރިން
kurin̊
earlier

ufaddavā=fai_vā
created.HON.CNV=SUCC_be.PTCP

mi=bōḍ
DEM1=board

‘this board which was previously created’ (HD)

(10.53) ބރާުގަދަ އައި މެންދުރު އިއްޔެ އަޑިއަށް ކަނޑުގެ ދިމއާިން އަޗޭއާއި ބަންދާ
ބިންހެލުން

bandā
Banda

acē-āi
Aceh-SOC

dimā-in̊
direction-ABL

kan̆ḍu-ge
sea-GEN

aḍi-aṣ̊
bottom-DAT

iyye
yesterday

menduru
midday

ai
come.PST.PTCP

bāru.gada
strong

bim̊_helum̊
earth_shake.VN

‘the strong earthquake which came to the sea floor from the direction of
Banda Aceh midday yesterday’ (MI)

As illustrated in 10.54, more than one participial clause may describe the same
noun by the syntactic operation of clause chaining described more fully in Section
13.1.
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(10.54) އެންމެންގެ އެގައުމުގެ ކާމިޔާބުކޮށްދީ އާޖެންޓީނާއަށް ވޯލްޑްކަޕް ވަނައަހަރުގެ 1986
މީހެއް ލިބިފައިވާ ލޯބި

1986
1986

vana_aharu-ge
th_year-GEN

vōlḍ_kap
World_Cup

ājenṭīnā-aṣ̊
Argentina-DAT

kāmiyābu_koṣ̊_dī
success_do.CNV_give.CNV

e=gaumu-ge
DEM3=nation-GEN

emmen̊-ge
everyone-GEN

lōbi
love

libi=fai_vā
receive.CNV=SUCC_be.PRS.PTCP

mīh-ek̊
person-INDF

‘a person who won the 1986 World Cup for Argentina and is loved by
everyone of that nation’ (HD)

In English, who, that, and which are very common relative pronouns, but where
and when may also introduce relative clauses. These latter kinds of clauses will also
be participial in Dhivehi.

(10.55) ރަށްރަށުގައި ބައެއް ދިރިއުޅޭ މީހުން
mīhun̊
people

diri.uḷē
live.PRS.PTCP

baek̊
some

raṣ̊∼raṣu-gai
island∼REDUP-LOC

‘on some islands where people live [i.e., on some inhabited islands]’ (HD)

Inside noun phrases, Dhivehi usually uses participial clauses rather than bare
locative noun phrases to express location. The result is that the language uses more
verbs (specifically participles) than it would otherwise, contributing to an overall im-
pression that the language is entirely made of nouns and verbs. For example, the par-
ticiple ހުރި   huri ‘was (standing)’ in 10.56 puts the locative expression in a participial
clause. Doing so disambiguates the locative, making it clear that it modifies the noun,
as bare locatives may occur as modifiers of verbs. With the participle, it is clear that it is
the banyan tree which is being described as having been in the forest, not the digging
of the hole.

(10.56) ހޮރުކޮނެގެން ކައިރީ ނިކަގަހެއްގެ ބޮޑު ހުރި ގައި ޖަންގަލީ
jangalī
forest

gai
LOC

huri
be(.standing).PST.PTCP

boḍu
big

nika_gah-ek-ge
banyan_tree-INDF-GEN

kairī
near

horu_kone=gen̊
hole_dig.CNV=SUCC

‘having dug the hole near a big banyan tree which was in the forest’ (PB)

Sometimes, however, bare locatives do occur within noun phrases, as example
10.57 (also repeated as 10.77) demonstrates. In this specific case, the locative seems to
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be triggered by the quantifier ކޮންމެ   kon̊me ‘every, some’, analogous to the way quanti-
fiers trigger the use of postpositional phrases inside noun phrases (illustrated in 10.35).
Bare locatives also occur with verbal nouns, for which see Section 10.6.

(10.57) ރަށެއްގައވިެސް ކޮންމެ ދިރިއުޅޭ މީހުން ރާއްޖޭގައި ފިޔަވައި، މލާެ
māle
Malé

fiyavai,
except

rājjē-gai
country-LOC

mīhun
people

diri.uḷē
live.PRS.PTCP

kon̊me
every

raṣ-ek-gai=ves
island-INDF-LOC=EMPH
‘on every inhabited island in the country except Malé’ (HD)

10.3.2 Adjectival and negative clauses

As described further in Section 12.1, adjectives can serve as predicators in sentences.
They may also do so in noun-modifying clauses. Because such clauses do not contain
participles, they are not technically participial clauses. However, they have the same
structure, namely that of a clause which precedes and modifies a noun. The following
is an example.

(10.58) އަތޮޅު ގނިަ އެންމެ މީހުން
mīhun
people

emme
single

gina
many

atoḷu
atoll

‘the most populous atoll [lit. the atoll whose people are the most]’ (MN)

As mentioned in Section 6.7.3.1, some compound adjectives, such as އަގުހެޔޮ   agu-
heyo ‘inexpensive’ (from އަގު   agu ‘price’ and ހެޔޮ   heyo ‘good’), appear to have been
lexicalized from such adjectival clauses.

The negatives ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘[is] not’ and ނެތް   net̊ ‘[there is] no(t)’ can also serve as
predicators, and can thus also head a noun-modifying clause, as in the following ex-
amples. See Section 12.7.1 and Section 12.7.2 for the sentential use of these negatives.

(10.59) ހސިާބެއްގައި ނޫން މދާުރު ގެއާއި މސުަޅުތަކުގެ މި
mi
DEM1

musaḷu-taku-ge
rabbit-PL-GEN

ge-āi
house-SOC

mā_duru
great_far

nūn
NEG

hisāb-ek-gai
place-INDF-LOC

‘in a place not too far from these rabbits’ home’ (PB)



206 | Noun Phrases

(10.60) މަރުވެއެވެ. ދެފަހަރަށް މީހާ ހިތްވަރުނެތް
hit̊varu_net̊
courage_NEG

mīh-ā
person-DEF

de_fahar-aṣ̊
two_time-ADV

maru_ve-eve
dead_be.PRS.3-END

‘The person who does not have courage dies twice.’ (HD)

10.3.3 Generic noun phrases as free relatives

In English, relative pronouns may be used to construct free relatives, that is, relative
clauses that do not modify a head other than the relative pronoun itself, as in They do
whatMother says. Since Dhivehi does not have relative pronouns, free relatives also do
not exist in the language. However, generic nouns (see Section 5.5 for generic nouns)
with modifying participial clauses fill the role of free relatives.

(10.61) ބުނުން އެއްޗެއް ބުނަންޖެހޭ
bunan̊_jehē
say.INF_must.PRS.PTCP

ecc-ek̊
thing-INDF

bunum̊
saying

‘saying what has to be said’ (HD)

(10.62) ނުކުރެއެވެ. މަނާކުރާކަމެއް މަންމަ އަދި
adi
Also

mamma
mother

manā_kurā_kam-ek̊
forbidden_do.PRS.PTCP_action-INDF

nu=kure=eve
NEG=do.PRS.3=END
‘And [they] do not do what [their] mother forbids.’ (PB)

(10.63) އިންތަނެވެ. ތެރޭގައި އެތީގެ ފެންދޭ މސުަޅު ފެނުނީ ޖައްބރާަށް ކުއްލިއަކަށް
kulliakaṣ̊
suddenly

jabbā-aṣ̊
Jabbaar-DAT

fenunī
see.PST.FOC

musaḷu
rabbit

fen̊_dē
water_give.PRS.PTCP

etī-ge
thing-GEN

terē-gai
inside-LOC

in̊_tan=eve
sit.PST.PTCP_place=END

‘Suddenly Jabbaar saw where the rabbit sat in the watering can.’ (PB)



Comparisons and exclusions | 207

10.4 Infinitive complements of nouns
Some nouns allow an infinitive complement. In the examples below, the noun and
its infinitive complement is shown, as well as the verb of which the noun is itself a
complement. It is possible that in at least some such cases the infinitive should best
be considered the complement of a compound verb of which the noun is a part (see
Section 11.1 for compound verbs).

(10.64) ހުއްދަލިބެނީ އޮށޯންނަން
oṣōnnan̊
lie.down.INF

hudda_libenī
permission_receive.PRS.FOC

‘receives permission to lie down’ (HD)

(10.65) ދެއްވނާެ އޯޑަރު ޗާޕްކުރަން
cāp_kuran̊
printing_do.INF

ōḍaru
order

devvāne
give.HON.FUT.3

‘will give the order to print’ (HD)

Certain adjectives may also take infinitive complements.

(10.66) ނުވނާޭ ފސަޭހަ ހނިްގަން
hingan̊
administer.INF

fasēha
easy

nu=vānē
NEG=be.FUT.PTCP

‘will not be easy to administer’ (HD)

10.5 Comparisons and exclusions
Noun phrases may include comparisons and exclusions. The words that signal these
functions, such as ފަދަ   fada ‘manner’ or ފިޔަވައި   fiyavai ‘except, besides’ behave some-
what like postpositions, in that they take a noun phrase complement and relate it to
the head noun. However, unlike the postpositions covered in Section 7.1, they do not
assign case to their complement.¹ These comparative and exclusionary words may also
take participial clauses as their complements. This section considers comparisons and
exclusions made inside a noun phrase. For similar constructions at the clausal level,
see Section 13.5.

1 Or, alternatively, they assign direct case to their objects. Since direct case is unmarked, the
two statements are equivalent.
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10.5.1 Comparative noun phrases

Comparisons within noun phrases are marked with the comparative word ކަހަލަ   kahala
‘kind, sort’ or ފަދަ   fada ‘manner’ or the ablative/instrumental ނސިްބަތުން   nisbatun̊ ‘in
comparison (with)’. These words take either noun phrases (including demonstrative
pronouns) or participial clauses as their complements. The following examples demon-
strate noun phrase complements.

(10.67) ހލާަތެއް މިފަދަ
mi=fada
DEM1=manner

hālat-ek̊
situation-INDF

‘a situation like this’ (MI)

(10.68) ޤައުމުތައް ކުދި ދިވެހިރާއްޖެފަދަ
divehi_rājje_fada
Dhivehi_country_manner

kudi
small.PL

qaumu-tak̊
nation-PL

‘small nations like the Maldives’ (HD)

(10.69) ނުކުތާއެއް އެތައް މިކަހަލަ
mi=kahala
DEM1=sort

etak̊
numerous

nukutā-ek̊
point-PL

‘numerous points of this sort’ (MN)

(10.70) އަތޮޅުތަކުގައި އައްޑުއަތޮޅުކަހަލަ
aḍḍu_atoḷu_kahala
Addu_Atoll_sort

atoḷu-tak-ugai
atoll-PL-LOC

‘in atolls such as Addu Atoll’ (HD)

(10.71) އަގު ރުފިޔާގެ ނސިްބަތުން ޑޮލަރުގެ
ḍolaru-ge
dollar-GEN

nisbatu-n̊
comparison-ABL

rufiyā-ge
rufiyaa-GEN

agu
value

‘the value of the rufiyaa as compared to the dollar’ (HD)

Comparisons may also be made with participial clauses, as in the following exam-
ples.
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(10.72) ހަމަޖެހުމެއް އުންމީދުކުރިކަހަލަ ރައްޔިތުން
rayyitun̊
citizens

ummīdu_kuri_kahala
hope_do.PST.PTCP_sort

hama.jehum-ek̊
arrange.VN-INDF

‘an arrangement of the sort the citizens hoped for’ (HD)

(10.73) އެއްޗެއް ބިރުވެތި ފަދަ ބުނާ އެ ފަރުހިއްޔާ
faruhiyyā
Faruhiyyaa

e
DEM3

bunā
say.PRS.PTCP

fada
manner

biruveti
fearful

ecc-ek̊
thing-INDF

‘a fearsome thing such as Faruhiyyaa mentioned’ (VN)

A long list used as a comparison will tend to follow the comma style of conjunction
and may (or may not) leave out the އަދި   adi ‘and, also’. In 10.74, the single use of the
co-ordinating particle -އާއި   -āi serves to link Sanskrit and the other North Indian lan-
guages more closely, as in the English translation. Otherwise the elements are simply
co-ordinated with commas.

(10.74) ބސަް،އަފްޣނާިސްތާނުގެ އިންޑިޔާގެ ބަހއާި،އުތުރު ބސަް،ސަންސްކްރިތް ފރާިސީ
ބސަްބސަް ބސަްފަދަ

fārisī
Persian

bas,
language

sanskrit
Sanskrit

bah=āi,
language=CONJ

uturu
north

inḍiyā-ge
India-GEN

bas,
language

afghanistān-uge
Afghanistan-GEN

bas_fada
language_manner

basbas
language∼REDUP

‘languages such as Persian, Sanskrit and the north Indian languages, and
the languages of Afghanistan’ (MI)

(10.75) ސަބަބުން ޤައުމުތަކުގެ ނުފޫޒުގަދަ ފަދަ އިޒްރޭލް އަދި އެމެރިކާ،ޗައިނާ،ލީބިޔާ
emerikā,
America

cainā,
China

libiyā
Libya

adi
and

izrēl
Israel

fada
manner

nufūzu.gada
influential

qaumu-tak-uge
nation-PL-GEN

sababu-n̊
reason-ABL

‘because of influential nations like America, China, Libya, and Israel’ (MI)

As 10.73 and 10.75 show, the comparison precedes other elements of the noun
phrase, such as adjectives, as it is the entire rest of the noun phrase that is included
in the comparison (‘fearful things’ in 10.73 and ‘influential nations’ in 10.75). Example
10.76 further illustrates this.
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(10.76) ޖަރީމތާައް ބޮޑެތި ޚިލފާު އިންސާނިއްޔަތާ ފަދަ ހަނގުރާމަ ބޮސްނިއާ
bosniā
Bosnia

han̆gurāma
war

fada
manner

insāniyyat=ā
humanity=SOC

khilāfu
against

boḍeti
big.PL

jarīmā-tak̊
crime-PL
‘great crimes against humanity such as the Bosnian War’ (MI)

10.5.2 Exclusionary noun phrases

Exclusion is marked with ފިޔަވައި   fiyavai ‘except, besides’, as in the following example
(repeated from 10.57).

(10.77) ރަށެއްގައވިެސް ކޮންމެ ދިރިއުޅޭ މީހުން ރާއްޖޭގައި ފިޔަވައި، މލާެ
māle
Malé

fiyavai,
except

rājjē-gai
country-LOC

mīhun
people

diri.uḷē
live.PRS.PTCP

kon̊me
every

raṣ-ek-gai=ves
island-INDF-LOC=EMPH
‘on every inhabited island in the country except Malé [lit. on every island
on which people live in the country, except for Malé]’ (HD)

Like comparisons, exclusionary phrases precede all other elements of the noun
phrase, as the contrast being made is with the entire rest of the phrase.

10.6 Verbal noun phrases
The foregoing sections focus on noun phrases which are headed by nouns that are
not verbal nouns. Those headed by verbal nouns are somewhat different from typical
noun phrases. A verbal noun is a nonfinite form of a verb that refers to the action of
the verb and fills the role of a noun in a clause (see Section 8.3.3.3). Common uses
of verbal nouns are as subjects and as complements of other verbs, though as 10.78
shows, they may also be the objects of postpositions. As appropriate to their role in a
given sentence, they will take case suffixes like regular nouns. However, verbal nouns
retain some of their verbal attributes, and so phrases built on verbal nouns have verb-
phrase-like qualities, including the ability to take direct and indirect objects (as in
10.79) and to take the same adverbials (such as the locative noun phrases in 10.80) as
the corresponding verbs.
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(10.78) ކިޔަވައިދިނުމަށްޓަކައި މިކޯހުގައި
mi=kōhu-gai
DEM1=course-LOC

kiyavaidinum-aṣ=ṭakai
teaching.VN-DAT=for

‘for the sake of teaching this course’ (HD)

(10.79) ދިނުން މުއައްޒަފުންނަށް މިހައްޤުތައް
mi=haqqu-tak̊
DEM1=right-PL

muazzafu-nn-aṣ̊
employee-PL-DAT

dinum̊
give.VN

‘giving these rights to employees’ (HD)

(10.80) ހެދުން ޖަލެއް މިރަށުގައި
mi=raṣu-gai
DEM1-island-LOC

jal-ek̊
jail-INDF

hedum̊
make.VN

‘building a jail on this island’ (HD)

Like infinitive phrases, verbal noun phrases may also serve as complements in
noun phrases headed by other nouns, in which case they will be in the genitive case.

(10.81) މނިިވަންކަން ހނިްގުމުގެ ޙަރަކާތް ސިޔާސީ ޞުލްޙަވެރި
s̤ulh̤a-veri
peace-ADJZ

siyāsī
political

h̤arakāt̊
activity

hingumu-ge
administer.VN-GEN

minivan-kam̊
free-NMLZ

‘the freedom to conduct peaceful political activities’ (MI)

(10.82) މސަައްކަތް ލިޔުއްވުމުގެ ފޮތް
fot̊
book

liyuvvumu-ge
write.HON.VN-GEN

masakkat̊
work

‘the work of writing books’ (MI)





11 Compound Verbs, Verbal Collocations, and
Verbal Complexes

This chapter turns to verbal syntax: how the collocation of verbs with nouns, with
other verbs, and with nonfinite verbal clauses creates constructions with specific func-
tions in Dhivehi. Three kinds of verbal constructions are considered here, distinguished
by the syntactic integration of their components. First are those that are created at a
very local syntactic level, such that the individual pieces of the construction are not
separable except by affixes or clitics on the individual components (such as indefinite
markers and negative or emphatic particles). These are termed compounds here. The
second kind are those that may be separated by a successive particle (as well as nega-
tion); these are termed collocations. The third type operate at a larger syntactic level,
in that the individual pieces may be removed from adjacency with each other in focus
constructions. These are termed verbal complexes here.

In many cases the examples are given in the sections below with the inflecting
verb in the present progressive (citation) form. However, as all the examples are based
on corpus texts or utterances (or occasionally elicited examples), examples not in the
citation form have been left as they have been found, with only minor spelling adjust-
ments for such things as the omission of the sentence-ending particle (which is only
relevant to the citation of a complete sentence). Present-tense focus verbs and present
progressive verbs look identical (see Section 8.3.2.1); they are glossed separately in
the examples depending on their use in the original sentences. In longer examples,
the relevant verbs are highlighted in bold in the transliteration, the gloss, and (where
relevant) the translation to make the examples more accessible.

11.1 Noun-verb compounds
Unlike English, but like its South Asian relatives and neighbors, Dhivehi does not cre-
ate or borrow new verbs. Thus one cannot use a new word, like Google, as a verb. In-
stead, Dhivehi uses nouns or adjectives and combines them with certain verbs known
as verbalizers or light verbs. The term verbalizer is preferred here to distinguish such
verbs from another kind of light verb, introduced in Section 11.2. The most common
verbs used in this verbalizing function are ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ and ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, be-
comes, happens’. The verb ކުރަނީ   kuranī is used to make active or transitive verbs,
while ވަނީ   vanī is used to make inactive or intransitive verbs.¹ The verb ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’

1 The distinction between active/transitive verbs and inactive/intransitive verbs is not always
a clean one, but it can be said that ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’ creates verbal compounds
that are on the whole less active than those created by ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’. For example,
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is also moderately common in this capacity, and ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’ also occurs sometimes.
Such noun- or adjective- verb compounds are very common, as they are the only way
to incorporate loanwords into the verbal system of Dhivehi, though they are not used
exclusively with loanwords. In writing there is usually no space left between such a
noun/adjective and the verb, but this is not a hard and fast rule, as the following ex-
amples (with spacing preserved from the original sources) show. Sometimes, as in 11.2,
the loanword was neither a noun nor an adjective in the original language, but it is fill-
ing the role of one in the Dhivehi construction.

(11.1) ކުރުން އިޞްލޙާް
is̤lāh̤
reform

kurum̊
do.VN

‘reforming’ (HD)

(11.2) ކުރުން ޕްރައވިެޓައިޒް
praiveṭaiz
privatize

kurum̊
do.VN

‘privatizing’ (HD)

(11.3) ބޭނުންކުރަނީ
bēnum̊_kuranī
use_do.PRS.FOC
‘uses’ (SC)

(11.4) ފސާްވަނީ
fās_vanī
passed_be.PRS.PROG
‘is passing, is passed’ (HD)

(11.5) ވި ނަޞޭހަތްތެރި
nas̤ēhat̊teri
advice.ADJZ

vi
be.PST.3

‘advised/instructed’ (PB)

ވަނީ  ކާމިޔާބު  kāmiyābu vanī ‘is successful’ means ‘succeeds’ or ‘wins’ and is used (for example)
in the context of winning an election, but ކުރަނީ  ކާމިޔާބު  kāmiyābu kuranī is used to refer to the
more vigorous activity of winning a sports game.
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(11.6) ސާބަސްދެނީ
sābas_denī
praise_give.PRS.PROG
‘is praising’ (HD)

(11.7) ވޯޓުލނަީ
vōṭu_lanī
vote_put.PRS.FOC
‘votes’

A number of other verbs, such as ގަންނަނީ   gannanī ‘takes, buys’ and the others
below, are regularly found with certain nouns to form compounds where an English
speaker might expect a single verb. However, these other verbs are not productively
used to incorporate loanwords. The verb ގަންނަނީ   gannanī usually means ‘buys’ when
it stands alone in the modern language; however, historically it meant ‘takes’ or ‘gets’,
and that meaning is preserved when it it used in compounds.

(11.8) ބިރުގަންނަނީ
biru_gannanī
fear_take.PRS.PROG
‘is frightened’ (HD)

(11.9) ދައްކަނީ ވހާަކަ
vāhaka
speech

dakkanī
show.PRS.PROG

‘is speaking’ (HD)

(11.10) ބަޑިޖަނަން
baḍi_jahan̊
gun_strike.INF
‘to shoot’ (SC)

(11.11) ކުސްތަޅަން
kus_taḷan̊
whining_beat.INF
‘to whine’ (PB)
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All such noun-verb compounds are negated by prefixing the negative particle ނު- 
 nu- to the actual verb, not to the compound as a whole. This is true whether or not there
is an orthographic space between the noun and the verb. When there is no space, as in
11.12, learners may find the negative easy to miss. The inclusion of an indefinite marker
(required for the negation of a finite verb, see Section 12.7) makes spacing between the
two elements of the compound more likely.

(11.12) ހމާަނުކުރެވުނު
hāma
open

nu=kurevunu
NEG=be.done.PST.PTCP

‘was not disclosed’ (HD)

(11.13) ނުގަންނާނެ ބިރެއް
bir-ek̊
fear-INDF

nu=gannāne
NEG=take.FUT.3

‘will not be afraid’ (HD)

(11.14) ނުލނާެ ވޯޓެއް
vōṭ-ek̊
vote-INDF

nu=lāne
NEG=put.FUT.3

‘will not vote’ (HD)

11.2 Verb-verb compounds and collocations
Verbs combine with converbs at a number of levels. The two closest of those, in which
the converb may not be separated from the inflected verb by the creation of a focus
construction, are discussed in this section.² The inflected verbs in these constructions
are known as light verbs (though not as verbalizers in this usage, which is reserved for
the verbs in the noun/adjective-verb compounds presented in Section 11.1) or as vector
verbs or explicator verbs. The term light verb derives from the fact that such verbs add
only a nuance of meaning to the construction rather than the full lexical meaning that
these verbs have when they are used alone. Thus these verbs are considered seman-
tically “bleached” or “light.” While the light verb receives the inflection appropriate

2 For converb-verb complexes that convey aspect, see Section 11.3.1.1. Other uses of converbs
are discussed in Section 13.1.
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to the clause, the verb it is added to (which will be in the converb form) identifies the
action, providing the majority of the verbal meaning.³

At the closest syntactic level, converbs combine tightly with a small set of light
verbs which add some nuance of meaning to that provided by the converb. Certain
honorific verbs are created from similar converb-verb compounds. The light verb and
honorific compounds contrast with certain suffixed verb forms which are also formed
from converbs but do not have lexical verbs as their second element.

At a slightly looser syntactic level, converbs combine with light verbs drawn from
the verbs of basic motion. Again, the converb provides most of the semantic content to
the construction, but the verb of basic motion receives the inflections and adds direc-
tionality: whether the motion associated with the converb was toward or away from
some point of reference. These verbal constructions, termed here collocations, are of-
ten interrupted by a successive particle -ފައި )  -fai or -ގެން   -gen̊).⁴

There is often no space inserted between the semantically dominant converb and
the light verb or honorific element, but as the examples in the subsequent subsections
show, usage is variable in this regard. The particle of verbal negation, ނު-   nu-, appears
inside both compounds and collocations—prefixed to the inflected verb, where it may
easily be missed by the learner in the absence of spacing.

11.2.1 Converb-verb compounds and pseudo-compounds

11.2.1.1 Light verb compounds
Light verb constructions are typical of South Asian languages (Masica 1991: 326–330).
Compared to other South Asian languages, Dhivehi uses a relatively small set of light
verbs to make such compounds.

The most common Dhivehi light verb is ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’. Its use as a light verb—
joined with a semantically dominant converb—is ubiquitous, far more common than
its use as a simple verb meaning ‘puts’. When added to a converb in this way it gener-
ally indicates that the action was deliberate (Cain and Gair 2000: 27). In many contexts
this adds a sense of politeness, as it is often polite to imply that others are acting of
their own volition. It implies engagement and involvement on the part of the agent. In
certain contexts, however, it may be accusatory, emphasizing that someone did some-
thing bad on purpose. However, the meaning added by ލނަީ   lanī is subtle, to the extent
that native speakers have a difficult time describing its contribution to a sentence. It
would rarely receive an explicit translation in English, as the translation line in the
following examples illustrates. Converbs that ordinarily end in -އައި   -ai (the converbs

3 The light verb itself may be in the converb form, but that will depend on the syntactic
construction in which it occurs. The other verb will necessarily be in the converb form.
4 See Section 13.1 for the use of successive particles in multi-clause sentences.
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of regular a-stem verbs) end in -އާ   -ā before the various inflectional forms of ލނަީ   lanī,
as in 11.15. Thus they look like present participles, but the behavior of verbs whose
converbs do not end in -އައި   -ai or -އާ   -ā (as in the ނުކުމެ   nukume ‘go out.CNV’ in 11.16)
shows that these are actually converbs.

(11.15) ނިންމލާަނީ
nimmā_lanī
decide.CNV_put.PRES.PROG
‘is deciding’ (HD)

(11.16) ލައިގެން ބޭރަށްނުކުމެ
bēr-aṣ̊_nukume
outside-DAT_go.out.CNV

lai=gen̊
put.CNV=SUCC

‘having gone outside’ (SC)

Using the verb ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’ with the converb of another verb implies that the
action is done for someone else.⁵ Its use in phrasal imperatives, described in Section
8.3.4.1, is part of this usage: performing the requested action will please someone else.
(The light verb ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’ may also be part of phrasal imperatives, implying that
although one is being asked to perform an action, one is doing it of one’s own voli-
tion.) The person(s) for whom the action is done may or may not be explicitly stated.
In the cases where it is not, this benefactive ދެނީ   denī adds information that would not
normally be present in an English translation.

(11.17) ސަބްސިޑައިޒްކޮށްދެނީ
sabsiḍaiz_koṣ̊_denī
subsidize_do.CNV_give.PRS.PROG
‘is subsidizing’ (HD)

Some ދެނީ   denī constructions have taken on a specific meaning of their own and
may be considered lexicalized compounds, as in 11.18.

(11.18) ކިޔައިދެނީ
kiyai_denī
recite.CNV_give.PRS.PROG
‘is narrating, is telling’ (HD)

5 By contrast, and in contrast with other Indo-Aryan languages (Masica 1991: 328), ‘take’ is
not used to mean ‘do something for one’s self’. There is no light verb in Dhivehi that carries
such a self-benefactive meaning.
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Other light verbs are rather less common. The verb ގަންނަނީ   gannanī ‘takes, gets,
buys’, according to Cain and Gair, is added to converbs to “indicate doing something
unreservedly or with abandon” (Cain and Gair 2000: 27). It does seem to mean that
at times, as when it combines with ‘run’ (in the causative form) in 11.19. However, it
is often included with ‘walk’ to describe setting out for a walk, as in 11.20, in which
case no particular unreservedness is implied. As with ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’, it is difficult for
native speakers to verbalize the contribution ގަންނަނީ   gannanī makes to a sentence
when used in such a construction. Comparison with English take is perhaps instructive:
one might say someone took to doing something or took off running.

(11.19) ދުއްވައިގަތް ފަހަތުން ޕިލާސީގެ
pilāsī-ge
Pilaasee-GEN

fahatun
after

duvvai_gat̊
run.CAUS.CNV_take.PST.3

‘set off running after Pilaasee’ (PB)

(11.20) ހނިގައިގަތް އަންނަން ގެއަށް
ge-aṣ̊
house-DAT

annan̊
come-INF

hin̆gai_gat̊
walk.CNV_take.PST.3

‘set out to walk home’ (VN)

The verb ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ is another verb that can be used as a light verb.
Reynolds reports that this adds “no additional meaning” to the semantically dominant
converb (Reynolds 2003: 378), and indeed it is difficult to assign any specific sense to
it. More work is clearly needed here.

(11.21) ހަދަނީ ދީ ބީރުކަންފަތެއް
bīru_kanfat-ek̊
deaf_ear-INDF

dī
give.CNV

hadanī
make.PRS.FOC

‘turns a deaf ear’ (PB)

All light verb constructions are negated on the light verb rather than on the se-
mantically dominant converb. When the light verb is finite, the converb will take the
indefinite/negative concord particle -އެއް   -ek̊, as in 11.23. (For more on negative con-
cord, see Section 12.7.) Other morphemes do not break up the compound.

(11.22) ފޯރުކޮށްނުދީފި އެހީއެއް ފެނުގެ
fenu-ge
water-GEN

ehī-ek̊
help-INDF

fōru_koṣ̊_nu=dī-fi
reach_do.CNV_NEG=give.CNV-PRF.PTCP

‘has not provided water assistance’ (MN)



220 | Compound Verbs, Verbal Collocations, and Verbal Complexes

(11.23) ދޫކޮށެއްނުލނާެ ހަތިޔާރު
hatiyāru
weapon

dū_koṣ-ek̊_nu=lāne
loose_do.CNV-INDF_NEG=put.FUT.3

‘will not let go of [their] weapons’ (HD)

As 11.24 shows, an adverbial demonstrative will appear on the converb, not on the
light verb. Also illustrated is the fact that a light verb construction that is honorific will
express this by using an honorific light verb with a regular (nonhonorific) converb.

(11.24) ޚިދްމަތްތައް އެކޮށްދެއްވި އެބޭފުޅުން
e=bēfuḷu-n̊
DEM3=aristocrat-PL

e=koṣ̊_devvi
DEM3=do.CNV_give.HON.PST.PTCP

khidmat̊-tak̊
service-PL

‘the services which those gentlemen rendered’ (HD)

11.2.1.2 Honorific compounds
Irregular honorific verbs (described in Section 8.1.2) are created from converb-verb
or similar combinations which have become lexicalized as compounds, though struc-
turally they resemble the off-the-cuff combinations with light verbs such as ލނަީ   lanī
‘puts’ and ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’ presented in Section 11.2.1.1. Some such honorific verbs are
formed from a special uninflecting honorific element combined with an inflecting verb
(which is itself honorific in some cases but not in others). Others are created with the
converb of the corresponding non-honorific verb as the first part and an honorific verb
(which may itself have been created by compounding) as the second, inflecting part.
Examples of the first type (the honorific element coming first) are given below.

(11.25) ވިދާޅުވަނީ
vidāḷu_vanī
say.HHON_be.PRS.PROG
‘says (high honorific)’ (HD)

(11.26) ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ
vaḍai_gannavanī
come/go.HHON_get.HON.PRS.PROG
‘comes/goes (high honorific)’ (HD)
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(11.27) ވޮޑިގެންވަނީ
voḍigen̊_vanī
DHON_be.PRS.PROG
‘[God] is (divine honorific)’ (HV)

Examples of the second type, in which the initial converb is the plain (non-honorific)
converb and the inflecting verb provides the honorific information are given below.

(11.28) ގަނެލައްވަނީ
gane_lavvanī
buy.CNV_put.HON.PRS.PROG
‘buys (mid honorific)’ (FW1)

(11.29) ނުކުމެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ
nukume_vaḍai_gannavanī
go.out.CNV_come/go.HHON_get.HON.PRS.PROG
‘goes out (high honorific)’ (HD)

(11.30) ދެނެވޮޑިގެންވަނީ
dene_voḍigen̊_vanī
know.CNV_DHON_be.PRS.PROG
‘[God] knows (divine honorific)’ (HD)

All the above honorific compounds function as single verbs semantically, but they
are internally negated, with the ނު-   -nu- prefixed to the last element (which may be the
third, as in 11.31). The negative-concord indefinite suffix will be seen on the element
before the ނު-   -nu- if the verb is finite, as in 11.32 and 11.33.

(11.31) ދެކެވަޑައިނުގަންނަވާ
deke_vaḍai_nu=gannavā
see.CNV_come/go.HHON_NEG=get.HON.PRS.PTCP
‘not seeing (high honorific)’ (HD)

(11.32) ވިދާޅެއްނުވި
vidāḷ-ek̊_nu=vi
say.HHON-NEGC_NEG=be.PST.3
‘did not say (high honorific)’ (HD)
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(11.33) ނުގަތް ލިބިވަޑައެއް
libi_vaḍa-ek̊
receive.CNV_come/go.HHON-NEGC

nu=gat̊
NEG=get.PST.3

‘did not receive (high honorific)’ (HD)

11.2.1.3 Compound-like suffixed verbs
Structurally, verbs which take the potential markers -ފނާެ  -  fāne and -ދނާެ   -dāne, the
perfect marker -ފި   -fi or the successive particles -ފައި   -fai and -ގެން   -gen̊ resemble the
compounds presented above in that the first (more meaningful) element is a converb
and the second contributes some meaning to it and is (historically, at least) an inflected
verb form (see Section 8.3.4.2). However, the negation in such verbs does not attach to
the suffixed particle (the historical light verb), but to the first, converb element. Sim-
ilarly, when such verbs are honorific, the honorific element will be the converb, not
the inflected element, as in 11.37. Thus one can say that the inflected elements in these
verbs have become grammaticalized and are no longer independent lexical items.

(11.34) ނުކޮށްފި
nu=koṣ̊-fi
NEG=do.CNV-PRF.PTCP
‘has not done’ (HD)

(11.35) ނުދީފނާެ
nu=dī-fāne
NEG=give.CNV-POT.3
‘might not give’ (HD)

(11.36) ނުކުރެވިދނާެ
nu=kurevi-dāne
NEG=be.done.CNV-POT.3
‘might not be done’ (HD)

(11.37) ކުރައްވަފނާެ
kuravva-fāne
do.HON.CNV-POT.3
‘might do’ (HD)
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11.2.2 Converb-verb collocations with verbs of motion

The verb ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’ is used to indicate the direction of a motion that is specified
by the converb: away from some point of reference. The verb އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’
may be used to indicate that a motion was toward some point of reference. Unlike in
the light verb compounds described in Section 11.2.1.1, converbs in these constructions
often appear with successive particles -ފައި )  -fai or -ގެން   -gen̊). Hence they are termed
collocations rather than compounds here.

(11.38) ދުވެދޭ ލފާައި ބރާެއް ލެވެންއޮތް
leven_ot̊
be.put_be(.lying).CNV

bār-ek̊
strength-INDF

lā=fai
put.CNV=SUCC

duve_dē
run.CNV_go.PST.3
‘ran away as hard as [he] could’ (PB)

(11.39) ހނިގައިގެންދިޔަ ކަރުނަ ލޮލުން
lolu-n̊
eye-ABL

karuna
tear

hin̆gai=gen̊_diya
walk=SUCC_go.PST.3

‘tears rolled from [her] eyes’ (KN)

(11.40) ދުއްވފާައިއައިސް މަގުން އަމީރުއަހުމަދު ވޭން މޯލްޑިވްސްގެ ސަޕްލައި ފިއުލް
fiul
Fuel

saplai
Supply

mōldivs-ge
Maldives-GEN

vēn̊
van

amīru_ahumadu
Ameer_Ahmad

magu-n̊
street-ABL

duvvā=fai_ais̊
drive.CNV=SUCC_come.CNV
‘the Fuel Supply Maldives van came driving from Ameer Ahmad Street’
(HD)

Collocations with ދަނީ   danī may be used in a metaphorical sense to emphasize
that something is gone—that the event presented by the converb resulted in the loss,
removal, or disappearance of something.

(11.41) ވީރާނާވެގެންދިއަ މުޅިން ރަށް
raṣ̊
island

muḷin̊
wholly

vīrānā_ve=gen_diya
depopulated_be.CNV=SUCC_go.PST.PTCP

‘the island was completely depopulated’ (MI)
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A possibly related use of ދަނީ   danī is illustrated in 11.42, which speakers have vari-
ously described as meaning that the experiencers were personally and deeply affected
or that the experience of receiving was not physical, but rather of something intangi-
ble. More work is needed to understand this usage.

(11.42) ސިހުން ކުއްލި ލިބިގެންދިޔައީ ރައްޔިތުންނަށް ރަށްރަށުގެ އަތޮޅުތެރޭގެ
atoḷu_terē.ge
atoll_among

raṣ̊∼raṣu-ge
island∼REDUP-GEN

rayyitu-nn-aṣ̊
citizen.PL-DAT

libi=gen̊_diyaī
receive.CNV=SUCC_go.PST.FOC

kulli
sudden

sihum̊
scare

‘the citizens of (various) islands among the atolls received a sudden scare’
(MI)

The verb އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’ can also used to describe an event that has come
about, i.e., metaphorically come.

(11.43) އައީ ދިމވާެގެން މިހުރިހކާަމެއް
mi=hurahā_kam-ek̊
DEM1=all_action-INDF

dimā_ve=gen̊
facing_be=SUCC

aī
come.PST.FOC

‘all these things have come about/happened’ (HD)

11.3 Verbal complexes
Auxiliaries and modals and certain other verbs are further types of verbs that occur
in combination with other verbs (or, more precisely, verb phrases or verbal clauses).
Although there is a basic word order in which the modals, auxiliaries, and other in-
flecting verbs will immediately follow the infinitives, converbs, or participles that head
their complements, focus constructions (see Section 12.5 as well as examples such as
11.47 and 11.48 below) frequently disrupt this order, demonstrating that these combi-
nations operate on a larger and looser syntactic scale than the compounds and collo-
cations discussed so far in this chapter. Thus they are termed verbal complexes here.
In Dhivehi both auxiliaries and modals are inflected verbs that combine with unin-
flected verbs. Auxiliaries add aspectual meaning, providing information about how
an event or action unfolds in time. Dhivehi auxiliaries combine with converb-headed
clauses or with participial clauses whose participles carry the simultaneous timing
particle -މުން   -mun̊ (introduced in Section 8.3.5). Modals express concepts like ability
and obligation (‘can’, ‘could’, ‘should’, etc.). Such verbs combine with infinitive verbs
(or infinitive-headed phrases, to be more precise), as do existential verbs and certain
other verbs, as described further below in Section 11.3.2.
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Some verbs, depending on the form of the verb they combine with, may be either
modals or auxiliaries. For example, the verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’ may func-
tion in verbal constructions not only as a verbalizer (as described above in Section 11.1),
but also a modal expressing possibility or obligation, and an auxiliary marking perfect
aspect. Which function it is performing depends on what kind of word it is combining
with. When ވަނީ   vanī combines with a noun or adjective, it has a verbalizing function.
The modal meaning occurs when it combines with an infinitive verb, and the aspectual
meaning occurs when it is combined with a converb.

11.3.1 Auxiliary complexes

The auxiliary verbs in Dhivehi are drawn from the verbs of existence and location and
the verbs of basic motion. The verbs of existence and location include the basic existen-
tial ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’, the durative existential އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘lives, exists’,
the locational ތބިެނީ   tibenī ‘are located’, and the locational/postural ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī
‘is (standing)’, އޮންނަނީ   onnanī ‘is (lying)’, and އިންނަނީ   innanī ‘is (sitting)’.⁶ The verbs
of basic motion include ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’, ގެންދަނީ   gendanī ‘takes away’, and އަންނަނީ 
 annanī ‘comes’. The existential and locational verbs combine with phrases headed
by converbs (generally suffixed with successive particles), and verbs of motion com-
bine with phrases headed by participles marked with the simultaneous particle -މުން 
 -mun̊.

11.3.1.1 Auxiliary-converb complexes
Existential and locational verbs other than އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘lives, exists’ are used in com-
bination with a converb to yield a perfect meaning. This perfect construction is used
to describe past events that are considered to have present relevance. Thus a news ar-
ticle, for example, will tend to have many verbal complexes of this type. Although this
construction is analogous in meaning to the English perfect (which uses have as its
auxiliary), it is used more commonly, often occurring throughout the text of a news
report, for example.

As illustrated in the following examples, these perfect constructions use a succes-
sive particle, either -ފައި   -fai or -ގެން   -gen (more often -ފައި   -fai), emphasizing that the
action described by the converb happened before the state of continued existence de-
scribed by the auxiliary. In an honorific context, the converb will be in the honorific
form, as will the verb if it is locational/postural (as in 11.45), but usually not if it is the
plain existential ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’ (as in 11.46).

6 Further uses of existential and locational verbs are described in Section 12.6.
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(11.44) ކޮށްފަހުރީ ންތައް ކަަ އެކަހަލަ
e=kahala
DEM3=sort

kam̊-tak̊
action-PL

koṣ̊=fa_hurī
do.CNV=SUCC_be(.standing).PST.FOC

‘things of that sort have been done [lit. things like that stand, having
been done]’ (SC)

(11.45) ހުންނެވި ހޞާިލުކުރައްވައިގެން ރެކޯރޑް ޤައުމީ
qaumī
national

rekōr̆ḍ
record

hās̤ilu_kuravvai=gen̊
achievement_do.HON.CNV=SUCC

hunnevi
be(.standing).HON.PST.PTCP
‘[who] had achieved the national record [lit. (who) was standing, having
achieved the national record]’ (MI)

(11.46) ވޭ ލިޔުއްވފާައި އެސިޓީފުޅުގައި
e=siṭī-fuḷu-gai
DEM3=letter-HON-LOC

liyuvvā=fai
write.HON.CNV=SUCC

vē
be.PRS.3

‘has written in that letter [lit. is, having written in that letter]’ (HD)

If the inflected existential or locational verb is in the focus form, it may be sepa-
rated from the converb.

(11.47) . ހައްޔަރުކޮށްފައެވެ މީހުން ބައެއް ފުލުހުންވަނީ އެހެންކަމުން
ehen̊.kamun̊
therefore

fuluhun̊_vanī
police_be.PRES.FOC

baek̊
some

mīhun̊
people

hayyaru_koṣ̊=fa=eve
arrest_do.CNV=SUCC=END
‘Therefore the police have arrested some people. [lit. Therefore the police
are, having arrested some people]’ (MN)



Verbal complexes | 227

(11.48) ޤަބޫލުކުރަން މނިިވަންކަން ކޮސޯވޯގެ އަޅުގަނޑުމެންއޮތީ ދުވަހުވެސް އެންމެފުރަތަމަ
ނިންމފާައި.

emme_furatama
single_first

duvahu=ves
day=EMPH

aḷugan̆ḍu-men_otī
1.DEFR-PL_be(.lying).PST.FOC

kosōvō-ge
Kosovo-GEN

minivan̊.kam̊
independence

qabūlu_kuran̊
approve_do.INF

nimmā-fai
decide.CNV=SUCC

‘On the very first day we decided to recognize the independence of
Kosovo.’ (HD)

The auxiliary-converb, or periphrastic, perfect is similar in meaning to the suffixed
perfect with -ފި   -fi or -އްޖެ   -jje (presented in Section 8.3.3.1). However, as example 11.47
and 11.48 above demonstrate, the periphrastic auxiliary-converb perfect can be used to
focus the converb phrase, resulting in an informational structure like ‘What the police
have done is arrested some people’ for 11.47 (see Section 8.3.2.1 for more on focus).
Only tensed verbs can take focus marking, so a perfect with -ފި   -fi or -އްޖެ   -jje (created
from tenseless converbs) cannot create a focus construction in this way. Additionally,
the periphrastic perfects may occur in any tense, while the suffixed perfect is formally
tenseless and has a recent past interpretation. Example 11.49 illustrates the use of the
future perfect.

(11.49) ވނާެ ކޮށްފައި މސަައްކަތްތަކެއް ގނިަ
gina
many

masakkat̊-tak-ek̊
work-PL-INDF

koṣ̊=fai
do.CNV=SUCC

vāne
be.FUT.PTCP

‘a lot of work will have been done’ (HD)

The durative existential verb އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘lives, exists’ combined with a converb
indicates habitual aspect, i.e., something that is regularly or habitually true, not just
at a particular moment.⁷ Although a verb that is not explicitly marked with an aspect is
interpreted as having habitual aspect in many contexts, the use of އުޅެނީ   uḷenī makes
the habitual aspect explicit. Thus 11.50 means ‘speaks this language’ in the sense of
using it in general, rather than speaking it at a particular time. In the past tense, އުޅެނީ 
 uḷenī with a converb can be translated as ‘used to’, as in 11.52. The converb may be fol-
lowed by a successive particle, which will almost always be -ގެން   -gen and not -ފައި   -fai,
as in 11.51. Also illustrated in 11.51 is the fact that the auxiliary may carry an adverbial
demonstrative (unlike a light verb).

7 However, ދިރިއުޅެނީ   diri-uḷenī, created from the converb ދިރެނީ   direnī ‘lives’, is simply a
compound which means ‘lives’.
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(11.50) އުޅެނީ ދައްކައި ވހާަކަ ބަހުން މި
mi
this

bahu-n̊
language-ABL

vāhaka
speech

dakkai
show.CNV

uḷenī
live.PRS.PROG

‘speaks this language [habitually]’ (DW)

(11.51) މިއުޅެނީ. އުނދަގޫވެގެން ވެސް އަޅުގަނޑުމެންނަށް އަސްލު
aslu
real

aḷugan̆ḍu-menn-aṣ̊
1.DEFR-PL-DAT

ves
EMPH

un̆dagū_ve=gen̊
difficulty_be.CNV=SUCC

mi=uḷenī
DEM1=live.PRS.PROG
‘We are really having difficulties [on a regular basis].’ (SC)

(11.52) އުޅުނު ދަތުރުފަތުރުކޮށް
daturu.faturu_koṣ̊
journeys_do.CNV

uḷunu
live.PST.PTCP

‘used to travel’ (DW)

11.3.1.2 Auxiliary-simultaneous complexes
Certain verbs of basic motion combine with verbs in the simultaneous form, ending
in -މުން   -mun̊, to give a durative aspect, indicating the continuing, ongoing nature
of an action. These verbs are ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’, އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’, and ގެންދަނީ 
 gendanī ‘takes away’, as well as their honorific forms. All three verbs provide a du-
rative sense, and the difference between them is subtle. Speakers suggest that using
އަންނަނީ   annanī suggests that one is more closely linked to or affected by the action,
while using ގެންދަނީ   gendanī suggests that the agent is behaving volitionally. ދަނީ   danī
is therefore the most neutral verb in this context. However, speakers find these distinc-
tions hard to verbalize, and the foregoing description may be far from complete.

(11.53) ދިޔަ ދިރިއުޅެމުން
diri_uḷe=mun̊_diya
live_live=SIML_go.PST.3
‘were living [on an ongoing basis]’ (PB)

These durative constructions are usually made honorific by making both the par-
ticiple and the auxiliary verb of motion honorific, as illustrated in 11.54 and 11.55. How-
ever, one may also encounter cases where the auxiliary verb of motion is not honorific,
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especially if the relevant honorific verb would be the suppletive ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ   vaḍai-
gannavanī ‘comes/goes, HHON’ rather than ގެންދަވަނީ   gendavanī ‘takes away.HON’.

(11.54) ގެންދެވި ޕްރެޝަރުކުރައްވަމުން
presharu_kuravva=mun̊
pressure_do.HON.=SIML

gendevi
take.HON.PST.PTCP

‘continued to pressure’ (MN)

(11.55) ވަޑައިގަތީ ކުރައްވަމުން ވަކާލތާު
vakālātu
advocacy

kuravva=mun̊
do.HON=SIML

vaḍai-gatī
come/go.HHON.PST.FOC

‘continued to advocate’ (HD)

The order and/or contiguity of these simultaneous-motion verb complexes may be
disrupted in focus constructions. In 11.56, for example, the verb of motion comes first,
in focus form, and the simultaneous-marked verb appears afterward. This example
11.56 also illustrates that an adverbial demonstrative may appear on the auxiliary verb
of motion, as with existential auxiliaries.

(11.56) އިތުރުވަމުން މިއަންނަނީ ފެންނަވަރު ހުން ޑެންގީ
ḍengī
dengue

hum̊
fever

fennavaru
incidence

mi=annanī
DEM1=come.FOC

ituru_va=mun̊
additional_be=SIML

‘the incidence of dengue fever is continuing to increase here’ (MN)

For other, nonaspectual uses of clauses marked with simultaneous particles, see
Section 13.4.2.

11.3.2 Verbs taking infinitive complements

A number of Dhivehi verbs may take infinitive complements. They are divided into two
classes here. The first is that of the existential and locational verbs and the verb ޖެހެނީ 
 jehenī ‘is struck’, which have different senses (often modal) when used with infini-
tives than they do in other contexts. The second is a group of verbs that take infinitive
complements while retaining the sense that they have in other contexts, such as when
they take a noun phrase complement.
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11.3.2.1 Modals and existential/locational verbs
Modal verbs, which encode such concepts as obligation and possibility, are not a sep-
arate inflectional category of verbs in Dhivehi as they are in English; rather they are
special uses of fully inflecting verbs that usually have other meanings in other con-
texts. For example, ޖެހެނީ   jehenī generally means ‘is struck’, ‘is stuck’, ‘touches’, or
‘happens’, but means ‘has to’ or ‘must’ when combined with an infinitive.

Usage varies as to whether honorific status is marked on both the infinitive and
the modal or just on the infinitive. In example 11.57 the honorific status is marked only
on the infinitive ކުރައްވަން   kuravvan̊ ‘to do (hon)’ and not on the modal participle ޖެހޭ 
 jehē, while in 11.58 the honorific status is marked on both verbs.

(11.57) މސަައްކަތް ކުރައްވަންޖެހޭ އެބޭފުޅުން
e=bēfuḷu-n̊
DEM3=aristocrat-PL

kuravvan̊_jehē
do.HON.INF_is.struck.PRS.PTCP

masakkat̊
work

‘the work which those honourable people must do’ (HD)

(11.58) ކަންތައްތައް އެހެނިހެން ޖެހިވަޑައިގަންނަވާ ކުރައްވަން
kuravvan
do.HON.INF

jehi_vaḍai.gannavā
is.struck_come/go.HHON.PRS.PTCP

ehenihen̊
several.other

kam̊-tak̊-tak̊
action-PL∼PL
‘several other things that need to be done’ (HD)

Negation is on the modal verb, and the accompanying infinitive takes the negative-
concord form ending in -އާކަށް   -ākaṣ̊, as in 11.59, if the modal verb is finite.

(11.59) ނުޖެހޭ ޒިއްމއާުފުލާކަށް
zimmā_ufulākaṣ̊
responsibility_carry.INF.NEGC

nu=jehē
NEG=is.struck.PRS.3

‘should not bear responsibility’ (HD)

The existential and locational verbs, when combined with infinitives, have uses
that cover a range of related senses, some of which are clearly modal (‘should do’,
‘can do’, ‘wants to do’) and others are less so (‘is there to be done’, ‘tries to do’). The
precise range varies somewhat according to the specific verb and may be confusing to
a learner.

The verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’ often functions as a modal of obligation
(‘should’ or ‘ought’) when used with an infinitive, as it also does in a number of other
Indo-Aryan languages (Masica 1991: 380).
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(11.60) ގަބޫލުކުރަންވީއެވެ. އިސްރާއީލު އެންމެފުރަތަމަ ފަލަސްޠީނުން ގޮތުގައި ބުނި ނަތަންޔާހޫ
natanyāhū
Netanyahu

buni
say.PST.PTCP

gotu-gai
way-LOC

falastī̤nu-n̊
Palestine-PL

emme_furatama
single_first

isrāilu
Israel

gabūlu_kuran̊_vī=eve
approve_do.INF_be.PST.3=END

‘According to Netanyahu, Palestine should first recognize Israel.’ (HD)

(11.61) އެއްފަރާތުން މަގުގެ ހނިގަންވނާީ
hin̆gan̊_vānī
walk.INF_be.FUT.FOC

magu-ge
street-GEN

ek̊_farātu-n
one_side-ABL

‘should/will need to walk on one side of the street’ (D3)

At other times the meaning of ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’ with an infinitive is
somewhat different. Thus in 11.62 the meaning is ‘wants to’. This construction, created
with the converb form accompanied by the particle -ގެން   -gen̊, is often used to present
an intention or wish which serves as the motivation for doing what is described in
the main clause of the sentence (see Section 13.1.1 for the use of such clauses in full
sentences).

(11.62) މޮޅުކަމެއްކުރަންވެގެން
moḷu_kam-ek_kuran_vegen̊
noble_action-INDF_do.INF_be.CNV=SUCC
‘wanting to do something noble’ (SC)

When the subject is inanimate, the meaning of ވަނީ   vanī with an infinitive is ‘about
to’ rather than ‘wants to’ or ‘should’.

(11.63) ވއާިރަށް އރިުއޮއްސެން
iru_ossen̊
sun_set.INF

vā_ir-aṣ̊
be.PRS.PTCP_time-DAT

‘until the sun is about to set’ (PB)

The durative existential އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘lives, exists’ also has ‘want to’ and ‘about to’
senses when used with an infinitive. In 11.64 އުޅެނީ   uḷenī means ‘want to’ or ‘try to’.
(See 11.85 for another example.) In 11.65 it means ‘about to’.

(11.64) އެއްޗަކީ އުޅޭ މިހޯދަން މިހރާު
mihāru
now

mi=hōdan̊
DEM1=seek.INF

uḷē
live.PRS.PTCP

ecc=akī
thing=COP

‘what [I] am trying to find out now is...’ (SC)
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(11.65) އުޅޭ ފަށަން ޚިދުމަތްދޭން ފެރީގެ
ferīge
ferry-GEN

khidumat̊_dēn̊
service_give.INF

faṣan̊
begin.INF

uḷē
live.PRS.PTCP

‘about to begin providing ferry service’ (MI)

The locational and postural verbs, ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī ‘stands, is’, އޮންނަނީ   onnanī
‘lies, is’, އިންނަނީ   innanī ‘sits, is’, and ތބިެނީ   tibenī ‘are located’, carry the meaning of
‘is there to be [done]’ or ‘remains to be [done]’ when combined with an infinitive, often
with a sense of obligation (as in 11.66), or of possibility (as in 11.67 and 11.68), but
not necessarily (as in 11.69). The particular verb used is determined by what physical
position the objects or concepts discussed are in or are conventionally imagined to be.

(11.66) ކަންކަން ކުރާންހުރި
kurān̊_huri
do.INF_be(.standing).PST.PTCP

kam̊∼kam̊
action∼REDUP

‘(various) things which remain to be [i.e., should be] done’ (MN)

(11.67) ލފާައި ބރާެއް ލެވެންއޮތް
leven̊_ot̊
is.put_be(.lying).PST.PTCP

bār-ek̊
strength-INDF

lā=fai
put.PRS.PTCP=SUCC

‘applying the strength which was [there] to be applied [i.e., as hard as he
could]’ (PB)

(11.68) ހުރޭ ފެންނާން ދުރުދުރަށް
duru∼dur-aṣ̊
distance∼REDUP-DAT

fennān̊
be.seen.INF

hurē
is(.standing).PRS.3

‘are to be seen [i.e., can be seen] from a distance’ (PB)

(11.69) ޖީލުތަކަށް އަންނަންއޮތް
annan̊_ot̊
come.INF_be(.lying)PST.PTCP

jīlu-tak-aṣ̊
generation-PL-DAT

‘to the generations which are to come’ (HD)

Complexes of infinitives with locational/postural verbs may have an entirely dif-
ferent meaning, however, which is more like ‘be there doing X’, which conveys a pro-
gressive aspect but also a location and/or a posture. The particular postural verb used
depends on the physical posture of the agent/subject. If the subject is plural, ތބިެނީ 
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 tibenī ‘are located’ is used. The difference between these constructions, exemplified
in 11.70 through 11.72, and those in 11.66 through 11.69 above is that the infinitive verbs
below have an agent as a subject (being volitive verbs) and the agent-subject of the
infinitive is the same as the subject of the existential verb. By contrast, the infinitive
verbs in 11.66 through 11.69 are either IN-verbs (as in 11.67 and 11.68) or have a different
subject from that of the locational/postural verb (as in 11.66, where the agent of ކުރާން 
 kurān̊ ‘do.INF’ is not specified but is not the subject of ހުރި   huri ‘stand.PST.PTCP’). The
verb އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’ is not morphologically an IN-verb, but has uses which are
non-volitional, as in 11.69.

(11.70) ނަގަންހުރި ފޮޓޯ
foṭō
photo

nagan̊_huri
take.INF_be(.standing).PST.PTCP

‘[who] was taking pictures’ (HD)

(11.71) ދުއްވަންއިނީ ކާރު
kāru
car

duvvan̊_inī
drive_be(.sitting).PST.FOC

‘was driving the car’ (HD)

(11.72) ދަރިވަރުން ކިޔަވަންތބިޭ ބޭރުގައި ރާއްޖޭން
rājjē-n̊
country-ABL

bēru-gai
outside-LOC

kiyavan_tibē
study_be.PL.PRS.PTCP

darivaru-n̊
student-PL

‘students who are studying abroad’ (HD)

Various other modal meanings are not conveyed with infinitive constructions. The
possibility of something happening or being done, for example, is expressed by con-
verb constructions with -ފނާެ   -fāne (for active verbs) and -ދނާެ   -dāne (for IN-verbs), as
described in Section 8.3.4.2. Examples of the negation of potentials are given in 11.35
and 11.36 above. The personal ability to do something is expressed by the future tense
of an involitive verb combined with a dative subject (see Section 12.4.4).

11.3.2.2 Other verbs with infinitive complements
Infinitives may occur as the complements of certain other verbs as well; these verbs
retain their usual meaning in this usage. They include verbs that indicate the attempt,
intention, beginning, or requisite knowledge to performing some action, such as ފަށަނީ 
 faṣanī ‘begins (transitive)’, ދަނީ   danī ‘goes’, or ނިންމަނީ   nimmanī ‘decides’. A number
of examples are given below.



234 | Compound Verbs, Verbal Collocations, and Verbal Complexes

(11.73) ނިންމީ އަޅަން ފިޔަވަޅު
fiyavaḷu
step

aḷan̊
apply.INF

nimmī
decide.PST.FOC

‘decided to take steps’ (HD)

(11.74) މީހެއް ނޭނގޭ ފަތަން
fatan̊
swim.INF

n=ēngē
NEG=know.PRS.PTCP

mīh-ek̊
person-INDF

‘someone who does not know how to swim’ (HD)

(11.75) ފަށަނީ ވިދަން ތަރިތައް
tari-tak̊
stars-PL

vidan̊
shine.INF

faṣanī
begin.PRS.PROG

‘the stars are beginning to shine’ (VN)

(11.76) ހިގާލނަްދަމެވެ. އެބަގީޗާގައި
e=bagīcā-gai
DEM3=garden-LOC

hi[n̆]gā_lan̊_dam-eve
walk.CNV_put.INF_go.PRS.1=END

‘go for a walk in that garden’ (FD)

(11.77) ފުރާނަމެވެ. ދނާް މައްކާއަށް އަހަރެން އެނަވުން
e=navu-n
DEM3=ship-ABL

aharen̊
1

makkā-aṣ̊
Mecca-DAT

dān̊
go.INF

furānam=eve
depart.FUT.1=END

‘I will leave to go to Mecca on that ship.’ (HD)

(11.78) ކަމެއް ހުރިހާ ހުރި ކުރެވެން ދޭން ރައްކާތެރިކަން ރައްޔިތުންނަށް
rayyitunn-aṣ̊
public-DAT

rakkāteri.kam̊
safety

dēn̊
give.INF

kureven
is.done.INF

huri
be(.standing).PST.PTCP

hurihā
all

kam-ek̊
action-INDF

‘everything there is to be done to protect the public’ (SC)

Compound verbs may also take infinitival complements. For example, the com-
pound verb ކުރަނީ  މސަައްކަތް  masakkat̊ kuranī ‘does work, works’, when combined
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with an infinitive, means ‘try to’, in an active sense of ‘working at’. The compound
ބޭނުންވަނީ   bēnum̊_vanī ‘be wanting/needing’ means ‘wants to’ or ‘needs to’.⁸

(11.79) މސަައްކަތްކުރާ ބަދަހިކުރަން ގުޅުން
guḷum̊
tie

badahi_kuran ̊
strong_do.INF

masakkat̊_kurā
work_do.PRS.PTCP

‘trying/working to strengthen ties’ (MI)

(11.80) ނުވާ ބޭނުން ހމާަކުރައްވަން
hāma_kuravvan̊
open_do.HON.INF

bēnum̊
want/need

nu=vā
NEG=be.PRS.PTCP

‘not wanting/needing to disclose’ (HD)

Other verbs take verbal noun phrases in the dative case as their complements
where English would still use an infinitive, as in 11.81. Cain and Gair suggest that an
infinitive may only be used if the implied subject of the infinitive is the same as the
subject of the verb whose complement the infinitive is (Cain and Gair 2000: 49). In
11.81, for example, the editor does the asking and the judge does the deciding, and
so a verbal noun is used rather than an infinitive. However, this apparent prohibition
does not apply to the locational/postural-infinitive constructions presented in Section
11.3.2.1, where in a case like 11.66 the subject of the locational/postural verb and the
subject of the infinitive are different. It also does not apply to infinitives that are the
complements of nouns (compare 10.65). Example 11.82 is also an exception. More work
is clearly needed to determine the true extent, if any, of this constraint.

(11.81) އެދުނު އަރިއަހުން ފނަޑިޔާރުގެ އެޑިޓަރ މިއަދުނޫހުގެ ނިންމަވައިދެއްވުމަށް މައްސަލަ
massala
case

nimmavai_devvum-aṣ̊
decide.HON_give.HON.VN-DAT

miadu_nūhu-ge
Miadhu_News-GEN

eḍiṭar̆
editor

fanḍiyāru-ge
judge-GEN

ariahu-n̊
side-ABL

edunu
ask.PST.3

‘the editor of Miadhu News asked the judge to decide the case’ (MI)

(11.82) ބުނާކަމެއް ނުކުރަން މަންމަ
mamma
mother

nu=kuran̊
NEG=do.INF

bunā_kam-ek̊
say.PRS.PTCP_action-INDF

‘what Mother says not to do’ (PB)

8 A potential source of confusion for learners is that while ބޭނުންވަނީ   bēnum̊_vanī means
‘wants’ or ‘needs’, ބޭނުންކުރަނީ   bēnum̊_kuranī means ‘uses’ or ‘makes use of’.
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However, the subject of a verbal noun can also be the same as the subject of the
verb of which it is the complement. Therefore some constructions may use either an
infinitive or a verbal noun. Compare 11.83 with 11.79.

(11.83) މސަައްކަތްކުރނާަމޭ. ހައްލުކުރުމަށް އެކަން
e-kam̊
DEM3-action

hallu_kurum-aṣ̊
solution_do.VN-DAT

masakkat̊_kurānam-ē
work_do.FUT.1-QUOT

‘“[I] will work to solve that matter.”’ (HD)

11.3.2.3 Combinations of infinitives
Infinitival phrases may be co-ordinated with the particle -އާއި   -āi, which is usually
reserved for the co-ordination of noun phrases. As complements of verbs, infinitival
phrases do behave somewhat like noun phrases, but in Dhivehi infinitives may not
serve as the subjects of sentences, nor do they take case (or plural) inflection like
nouns. By contrast, verbal nouns may both be subjects of verbs and take nominal in-
flection. When an infinitive is followed by a vowel-initial suffixing particle, its final
-އަން   -an̊ becomes -އށާ   -āṣ, as discussed in Section 8.3.3.4. Thus in 11.84 ކުރަން   kuran̊
‘to do’ plus -އާއި   -āi yields ކުރާށާއި   kurāṣāi ‘to do and...’.

(11.84) އުފައްދަވފާައިއޮތް ކުރިއަރުވަން ކުރާށާއި ހިމޔާަތް މސަްލަހަތު ރައްޔިތުންގެ ޢާއްމު
މުވައްސަސާއެއް

ʿāmmu
common

rayyitun-ge
citizens-GEN

maslahatu
desirable.thing

himāyat̊
protection

kurāṣ=āi
do.INF=CNJ

kuri.aruvan
advance.INF

ufaddavā=fai_ot̊
create.HON=SUCC_be(.lying).PST.PTCP

muvassasā-ek̊
organization.INDF
‘an organization that has been founded to protect and advance the
priorities of ordinary citizens’ (HD)

A series of nested infinitives may occur, as in the following example that uses both
types of infinitives (existential/modal and other) discussed in the above sections. It
also uses the light verb ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’, for a total sequence of five verbs, three of which
are infinitives.

(11.85) އުޅެންފަށައިފި ހނިގާލނާްދާން ބޭރަށް
bēr-aṣ̊
outside.DAT

hin̆gā_lān̊_dān̊
walk.CNV_put.INF_go.INF

uḷen̊_faṣai-fi
live.INF_begin.CNV-PRF

‘have begun to want to go for a walk outside’ (PB)



12 Simple Sentences
Full sentences in Dhivehi may be either verbal or nonverbal. As the name suggests,
nonverbal sentences use means of predication other than verbs, while verbal sentences
use verbs as predicators.¹ The basic order of constituents in a sentence is subject –
predicate. A Dhivehi sentence will contain at most one finite verb unless the sentence
contains a direct quote or an embedded question.

As mentioned in Section 9.1.1, all sentences that are not enclosed in quotation
marks or otherwise set off as a direct quote end in the particle -އެވެ   -eve in standard
written Dhivehi. This includes occasional fragments that the writer chooses to set off
with a period, but it does not include headlines or other pieces of text that do not take
end punctuation. Very informal writing may also dispense with sentence-final -އެވެ 
 -eve. The sentence-ending particle is often read aloud as -އޭ   -ē (homophonous with
the quotative particle, effectively making it clear that one is repeating a text rather
than making an original utterance), but it may also be read out fully as -އެވެ   -eve or be
omitted from the vocal reading altogether.

12.1 Nonverbal sentences
Not all complete sentences in Dhivehi contain a verb. Instead, adjectives and a nonver-
bal copula may sometimes be used as predicators, as described below. For the nega-
tion of nonverbal sentences, see Section 12.7.

12.1.1 Adjectival sentences

Of the nonverbal sentences, the simplest kind makes use of predicate adjectives. In
such a sentence, an adjective heads a phrase that is used as a predicate without the
support of a verb or other predicator. Such sentences are used to convey descriptions.
The word order in these sentences is subject – predicate adjective.

(12.1) ދިގެވެ. ވަރަށް ނޭފަތް އޭގެ
ē-ge
DEM3-GEN

nēfat̊
nose

varaṣ̊
very

dig=eve
long=END

‘Its [the elephant’s] nose is very long.’ (FD)

1 Because the term predicatemay be used to refer either to one of the two main parts of the
sentence (the other being the subject) or to the functional part of the sentence (often a verb)
that relates the arguments of a sentence to each other, I use the term predicator for the second
concept and reserve predicate for the first.



238 | Simple Sentences

(12.2) ބޮޑެވެ. މާ ގެއަށްވުރެ މަދްރަސާ
madrasā
school

ge-aṣ̊=vure
house-DAT=compared.to

mā
great

boḍ=eve
big=END

‘The school is much bigger than the house.’ (FD)

A particular construction that tends to use predicate adjectives is the description
of the manner in which something occurs, using the “gerund” form of the participle
(suffixed with -ލެއް   -lek̊ as described in Section 8.3.2.2) as the subject.

(12.3) މަދެވެ. ފެންނަލެއް ނަތީޖާ ޢަމަލީ ނަމަވެސް
namaves
however

ʿamalī
practical

natījā
result

fenna-lek̊
be.seen.PRS.PTCP-GND

mad=eve
rare=END

‘However, the appearance of practical results [has been] rare.’ (HD)

Adjectival sentences are not very common in written texts. In texts, the adjective
is frequently used to modify a noun instead of being used alone or it is used with a
specified tense; in either case another type of predication is called for, described in
Section 12.1.2 and Section 12.2.3.

Another reason adjectival sentences are relatively rare is the use of the future tense
in certain types of descriptions, as described further in Section 12.2.3. Because adjecti-
val sentences are tenseless, such a construction cannot be used if a tense needs to be
specified. Instead, a verbal sentence must be used, using a form of the verb ވަނީ   vanī
‘is, becomes, happens’ (examples are given in 12.27 and 12.108).

12.1.2 Copular (equational) sentences

Equational sentences are made with a nonverbal uninflecting copula. The copula is
usually -އަކީ   -akī, but has the form -އީ   -ī after demonstrative pronouns. This nonverbal
copula equates two noun phrases and may be used to express equivalence or class
membership, such as the fact that a horse is an animal, i.e., a member of the class of
animals. While many cases of English be translate as -އަކީ   -akī, many do not, such
as statements of existence or location (for which see Section 12.6), or auxiliary verbs.
The copula -އަކީ   -akī directly follows the subject noun phrase as a suffixed particle
rather than occurring at the end of the clause as (nonfocus) verbs generally do. Its use
requires an overt subject and an overt object.

(12.4) ބަހެވެ. ރަސްމީ ދިވެހިރާއްޖޭގެ ދިވެހިބަހަކީ
divehi_bah=akī
dhivehi_language=COP

divehi_rājjē-ge
dhivehi_country-GEN

rasmī
official

bah=eve
language=END

‘Dhivehi is the official language of the Maldives’ (DW)
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(12.5) ފޮތެވެ. އަހަރެންގެ މިއީ
mi=ī
DEM1=COP

aharen̊-ge
1-GEN

fot=eve
book=END

‘This is my book.’ (FD)

Being nonverbal, the copula does not express tense. Tense can usually be inferred
from context, but if it is important to specify, a verbal sentence with ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, be-
comes, happens’ may be used instead of a copular sentence, as described more fully
in Section 12.2.3.

Because the copula specifically equates two noun phrases, such sentences may
seem to the English speaker to have extra nouns, such as the repeated ބެއިން  ތިން  tin̊
bein̊ ‘three siblings’ in 12.6.² Example 12.87 is another such sentence, with a repeated
ސަރުކާރު   sarukāru ‘government’. Such copular sentences with repeated nouns are often
used in place of adjectival sentences.

(12.6) ތިންބެއިންނެވެ. ރަނގަޅު ބސަްއަހާ ވަރަށް ބެއިންނަކީ ތިން މި
mi
DEM1

tin̊
three

bei-nn=akī
brother-PL=COP

varas̊
very

bas.ahā
obedient

ran̆gaḷu
good

tin̊_bei-nn=eve
three_brother-PL=END
‘These three siblings are three very obedient, good siblings.’ (PB)

It is important to remember that the copula is not a verb. There are therefore no
restrictions on how many copulas a sentence may contain, or on whether the copula
may coexist with a finite verb. It will do so when a clause containing a copula occurs
as a subordinate clause within a larger sentence, as described further in Section 13.2.

The Dhivehi copula is an anomaly in the South Asian linguistic area. As Cain and
Gair put it, “an overt copula is, as far as we are aware, unique among the Indo-Aryan,
and in fact South Asian, languages generally” (Cain and Gair 2000: 38).

12.2 Verbal sentences
Verbal sentences, as their name implies, contain a verb as their predicator. Such sen-
tences have the basic order subject – object – verb, or SOV. This order is relatively fixed
in the written language, particularly with respect to the finality of the verb, with the
very noticeable exception of sentences employing focus. The various arguments of the

2 The word ބޭ   bē means ‘siblings’ in the plural, as in 12.6, but in the singular or in the
reduplicated form ބޭބެ )  bēbe) it means ‘older brother’.
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verb (the subject, direct object, and indirect object) are somewhat freer in their place-
ment. In speech, where intonation helps to convey the meaning and focus of the sen-
tence, the order of elements in a sentence is even freer. See Section 12.5 for focus and
other noncanonical word orders.

Either a finite verb or a progressive/focus verb can be the predicator of the main
clause of a complete verbal sentence. Finite verbs in Dhivehi include all those that
inflect for person (and the corresponding forms of IN-verbs). Progressive/focus verbs
(presented in Section 8.3.2.1) inflect for tense but not person.

Finite verbs, presented in Section 8.3, include the finite indicative verbs, which
inflect for both tense and person, and the perfect, potential, and irrealis (but not the
“prospective irrealis” subjunctive) finite verbs, which inflect for person and a certain
aspect or mood, but not tense. IN-verbs do not appear to inflect for person, but are ar-
guably invariably third person rather than personless (see Section 8.3.1.3). Participles,
which inflect for tense but not person and include past, present, future, perfect and
potential participles, are not finite. (Because they do show partial inflection they can
be termed “medial”). The non-inflecting converbs, infinitives, and verbal nouns are
also not finite. A sentence will have no more than one finite verb unless it contains a
direct quote or an embedded question.

It is, however, worth noting that many participles look the same as third-person
forms of the same verb. Thus the status of a particular verb as inflected for person may
not be immediately obvious. By the same token, the status of a participle as uninflected
for person in the presence of a third-person subject may also not be obvious. However,
a finite verb will reveal its person inflection if the subject is changed to first person,
while a participle with a first-person subject will continue to fail to show person inflec-
tion. Alternatively, the replacement of a verb with a verb whose participles are distinct
from its third-person forms (such as ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’) will also reveal the finite or
participial status of a verb.

12.2.1 Arguments and their order

Generally speaking, the subject of a sentence and any direct object of a verb or copula
are both in the direct (unmarked) case.³ However, some subjects (such as those which
are passive experiencers) are dative, as discussed further in Section 12.4. Some objects
have cases other than direct as well, as discussed below in this section.

The following are examples of intransitive verbal sentences with one argument
(a subject). The verbs of such sentences often belong to the category of IN-verbs (de-

3 Dhivehi does not display ergative case marking in any tense or aspect, unlike certain
northern Indo-Aryan languages, such as Hindi, which is ergative in the perfect aspect (Kachru
2006: 212).
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scribed in Section 8.1.1), though IN-verbs may also appear with two arguments (see Sec-
tion 12.4). IN-verbs almost all have e-stems, though the very common ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, be-
comes, happens’, illustrated in 12.7, has a monosyllabic stem. Example 12.7 also shows
that Dhivehi does not use “dummy subjects” like the it used in the English translation.

(12.7) ވެއްޖެއެވެ. އަނދިރި
an̆diri
darkness

ve-jje=eve
be.CNV-PRF=END

‘It has become dark.’ (VN)

(12.8) ފެތެނީ! އަހަރެން
aharen
1

fetenī
sink.PRS.PROG

‘I am sinking!’ (D3)

(12.9) ވެއްޓެނީއެވެ. އަނެއްދުވަހަށް އެއްދުވަހުން އަގު ރުފިޔާގެ ނސިްބަތުން ޑޮލަރުގެ
ḍolaru-ge
dollar-GEN

nisbat-un
comparison-ABL

rufiyā-ge
rufiyaa-GEN

agu
value

ek̊_duvahun
one_day-ABL

anek̊_duvah-aṣ̊
the.other_day-DAT

veṭṭenī=eve
fall.PRS.PROG=END

‘The value of the rufiyaa as compared to the dollar is falling from one day
to the next.’ (HD)

The following are sentences with two arguments (a subject and a direct object) in
the direct case. The verbs in the sentences given here are active verbs; for two-argument
IN-verbs see Section 12.4. The verbs in these two sentences are compound verbs, which
are very common (see Section 11.1).

(12.10) ވަޅުލައިފިއެވެ. ބސިްތައް އެކުދިން
e=kudi.n
DEM3=children.PL

bis-tak̊
egg-PL

vaḷu_lai-fi=eve
hole_put.CNV-PRF.3=END

‘The children have buried the eggs.’ (EA)

(12.11) ކުރާނެ. ސާފު ގޭތެރެ އަލީ މދާަމާ
mādamā
tomorrow

alī
Ali

gē_tere
house_inside

sāfu
clean

kurāne
do.FUT.3

‘Tomorrow Ali will clean the house.’ (FW2)
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Verbs may also take complements that are noun phrases in cases other than the
direct. Example 12.12 has a dative verbal noun phrase as complement, while 12.13 has
a complement in the sociative case.⁴ Other verbs may take complements that are post-
positional phrases or infinitive phrases, as in 12.14 and 12.15. Some may also take full
clauses as complements, for which see Section 13.2.

(12.12) އައެވެ. ނިމުމަކަށް ޒަމނާް އަކުރުގެ އެވޭލާ
evēlā
ancient

akuru-ge
script-GEN

zamān̊
era

nimum-ak-aṣ̊
end.VN-UNSP-DAT

a=eve
come.PST.3=END

‘The era of Eveyla Akuru [‘the ancient script’] came to an end.’ (DA)

(12.13) އިނދެފީމެވެ. އަންބަށް) (ތިން ކުއްޖަކާ ޓީނޭޖު އަހަރެން އެހެންވެ
ehen.ve
so

aharen̊
1

ṭīnēju
teenage

kujj-ak-ā
child-UNSP-SOC

(tin̊
(three

amb-aṣ̊)
wife-DAT)

in̆de-fīm=eve
be(.sitting)-PRF.1=END
‘So I have married a teenage girl (as wife three).’ (HD)

(12.14) ވސިްނިއެވެ. މެދު އަޑާ ޒީލަ އެ އޭނާ
ēnā
3

e
DEM3

zīla
shrill

aḍ-ā
sound-SOC

medu
about

visni=eve
think.PST.3=END

‘He thought about that shrill sound’ (VN)

(12.15) ރޯންފެށިއެވެ. ބރާަށް ފަރުހިއްހާ
faruhiyyā
Faruhiyyaa

bār-aṣ̊
force-ADV

rōn̊_feṣi=eve
cry.INF_begin.PST.3=END

‘Faruhiyyaa began to cry loudly.’ (VN)

While the order subject – object – verb is the default, subjects may appear after
other arguments under certain circumstances, such as for stylistic effect or when there
is a significant difference in length between the arguments, as in 12.16. Example 12.16,
taken from a children’s story, also illustrates that the present tense is often used in
narration, particularly in the scene-setting descriptions at the beginning of a story.

4 The verb in 12.13 is އިންނަނީ   innanī, whose most basic meaning is ‘is sitting’, but in this type
of construction with a human sociative-case object, it means ‘marries’.



Verbal sentences | 243

(12.16) ޖައްބރާު މަރާލނާް ފައްސާލާ އެ އަބަދުވެސް އުޅެންޏާ މސުަޅެއް އެހިސާބުގައި އަދި
ބޭނުންވެއެވެ.

adi
also

e=hisābu-gai
DEM3=place-LOC

musaḷ-ek̊
rabbit-INDF

uḷuññā
live.COND

abadu.ves
always

e
DEM3

fassā_lā
chase.CNV_put.CNV

marā-lān
kill.CNV_put.CNV

jabbāru
Jabbaar

bēnum̊_ve=eve
want_be.PRS.3=END

‘And if there’s a rabbit in that place, Jabbaar always wants to chase it and
kill it.’ (PB)

The following is an example of a sentence with three arguments in the order subject-
indirect object-direct object-verb. In this example, the subject and direct object are in
the direct case, while the indirect object (in bold) is in the dative case.

(12.17) ފޮނުވިއެވެ. ސިޓީއެއް މައުމޫނަށް ޔާމީނު ކެތްނުކުރެވިގެން އެވަރުންވެސް
e=varu-n=ves
DEM3=amount-ABL=EMPH

ket̊_nu=kurevi=gen̊
patience_NEG=be.done.CNV=SUCC

yāmīnu
Yameen

maumūn-aṣ̊
Maumoon-DAT

siṭī-ek̊
letter-INDF

fonuvi=eve
send.PST.3=END

‘Not being so patient, Yameen sent Maumoon a letter.’ (HD)

The placement of the indirect object with respect to the direct object is variable,
however, and may depend on factors such as relative length.

(12.18) 548 ބޮޑުބަޑީގައި، މީޓަރގެ 8 ލޝަްކަރު ޢުސްމނާީ ހިފުމަށްޓަކައި، އިސްތަންބޯލް
ފޮނުވިއެވެ. އިސްތަންބޯލަށް އުންޑަ ކިލޯގުރާމްގެ

istanbōl
Istanbul

hifum-aṣ=ṭakai,
take.VN-DAT=for

ʿusmānī
Ottoman

lashkaru
army

8
8

mīṭar̆-ge
meter-GEN

boḍu_baḍī-gai,
big_gun-LOC

548 kilōgurām-ge
548 kilogram-GEN

unḍa
cannonball

istanbōl-aṣ̊
Istanbul-DAT

fonuvi=eve
send.PST.3=END
‘In order to take Istanbul, the Ottoman army fired [lit. sent] 548 kilogram
cannonballs into Istanbul in 8 meter cannons.’ (HD)

The case assignment pattern of 12.17 and 12.18, with the indirect object in the dative
case, is typical but not invariable and depends on the verb. In the following example,
the verb, ހަވލާުކުރަނީ   havālu_kuranī ‘gives into the care (of), hands over (to), entrusts
(to)’, calls for an indirect object in the sociative case, while the subject and direct object
are in the direct case.



244 | Simple Sentences

(12.19) އެމަސައްކަތް ބިދޭސީންނާ މީހުންވެސް، ކުރި މސަައްކަތް އަތުން އަމިއްލަ
ހަވލާުކުރީއެވެ.

amilla
own

atun̊
hand-ABL

masakkat̊
work

kuri
do.PST.PTCP

mīhu-n=ves
person-PL=EMPH

bidēsī-nn-ā
foreign-PL-SOC

e=masakkat̊
DEM3=work

havālu_kurī=eve
care.of_do.PST.3=END

‘Even people who worked with their own hands were handing that work
over to foreigners.’ (HD)

In the following sentence, the third argument is an ablative noun phrase that
marks a source. (For the sentence-medial placement of ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’
in this sentence, see Section 12.5).

(12.20) އަތުލފާައެވެ. ހަރުފަ އެކުދިންގެއަތުން ފުލުހުންވަނީ ލިބިފައިވގާޮތުގައި، މަޢުލޫމތާު
maʿulūmātu
information

libi=fai_vā_gotu-gai
receive.CNV=SUCC_be.PRS.PTCP_way-LOC

fuluhu-n_vanī
police-PL_be.PRS.FOC

e=kudin-ge_atu-n
DEM3=children-GEN_hand-ABL

harufa
snake

atu.lā=fa=eve
seize.CNV=SUCC=END
‘According to information received, the police have seized the snake from
those children.’ (HD)

Causative verbs also have three arguments: a causer, a causee who acts at the
causer’s behest, and the action done. However, it is rare for all three of these to be ex-
plicitly mentioned. If explicitly mentioned, the causee is presented with ލައްވައި   lavvai
or ލައްވާ   lavvā, technically the converb of ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī ‘causes to put’. The follow-
ing is an example of a sentence with a causative verb and three explicitly mentioned
arguments (see Section 12.5 for the focus word order displayed by this sentence).
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(12.21) ފކިުރެއް ޚިޔާލެއް އެއްވެސް ކުރުވަނީ ލައްވާ ބޭރުމީހުން ކަންކަން މިފަދަ ބައެއްމީހުން
ނެތިއެވެ.

baek̊_mīhu-n
some_person.PL

mi=fada
DEM1=sort

kam̊∼kam̊
action∼REDUP

bēru_mīhu-n
foreign_person-PL

lavvā
put.CAUS.CNV

kuruvanī
do.CAUS.PRS.FOC

evves
any

khiyāl-ek̊
idea-INDF

fikur-ek̊
worry-INDF

neti=eve
without=END
‘Some people make foreigners do these sorts of things, without any
thought or concern.’ (HD)

12.2.2 Adverbials and their order

Adverbial expressions (either words or phrases) are variable in their placement. Those
that are sentential in their scope usually come first in a sentence, as in 12.22 (other
examples include 12.18, 12.87, and 11.60).

(12.22) ބުނެލައެވެ. ފަރުހިއްޔާ ދޭތެރެއަކުން
dētere-aku-n
interval-UNSP-ABL

faruhiyyā
Faruhiyyaa

bune-la=eve
say.CNV.speak.PRS.3=END

‘After a while, Faruhiyyaa speaks.’ (VN)

Adverbial phrases also precede the subject in order to link a sentence to a pre-
vious one, as in 12.23, which follows a sentence stating the existence of a field. Simi-
larly, various discourse connectives are used to link a sentence to a previous one; these
also come first in a sentence, as the އެހެންނަމަވެސް   ehennamaves ‘nevertheless’ does in
12.24.

(12.23) އަހަރެމެންކުޅެމުއެވެ. އެބިމުގައި
e=bimu-gai
DEM3=field-DAT

aharemen̊_kuḷemu=eve
1PL_play.PRS.1=END

‘We play on that field.’ (FD)
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(12.24) މީހުންވެސް އިންސައްތައެއްހާ 60 ރަށްރަށުގެ ބައެއް އެއަތޮޅުގެ އެހެންނަމަވެސް
ދިރިއުޅެމުންދެއެވެ. މލާޭގައި

ehen.nama.ves
nevertheless

e=atoḷu-ge
DEM3=atoll-GEN

baek̊
some

raṣ̊∼raṣu-ge
island∼REDUP-GEN

60
60

insatta-ek̊_hā
percent-INDF_amount

mīhu-n=ves
person.PL=EMPH

mālē-gai
Malé-LOC

diri.uḷe-mun̊_de=eve
live-SML_go.PRS.3=END
‘Nevertheless, 60 percent of the people of some of the islands of that atoll
are living in Malé.’ (MN)

Otherwise, adverbials usually come after the subject, as in example 12.25 and 12.26.

(12.25) އައެވެ. ދުވެފައި ބރާަށް ފަރުހަތު
faruhatu
Faruhathu

bāraṣ̊
force-ADV

duve=fai
run.CNV=SUCC

a=eve
come.PST.3=END

‘Faruhathu quickly came running.’ (VN)

(12.26) ހިގާލނަްދަމެވެ. އެބަގީޗާގައި ހަވީރު ދުވަހަކު ކޮންމެ އަހަރެން
aharen̊
1

komme
every

duvah-aku
day-UNPC

havīru
evening

e=bagīcā-gai
DEM3=garden-LOC

hi[n̆]gā_lan̊_dam=eve
walk.CNV_put.INF_go.PRS.1=END
‘I go for a walk in that garden every evening.’ (FD)

More complex, clausal adverbials are presented in Section 13.4.

12.2.3 Tensed alternatives to adjectival and copular sentences

Although adjectival and copular sentences occur without tense marking, sometimes
it is important to specify a particular tense. This seems to be particularly true of the
future tense. In such cases, the verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘be, become, happens’ will be used. Ex-
amples 12.27 through 12.29 use ވަނީ   vanī where a bare adjective is used above in the
tenseless examples 12.1 through 12.3.
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(12.27) ދެން. ރަގަޅުވނާެ ފައިގަތަޅާ
faigataḷā
dodgeball

ra[n̆]gaḷu_vāne
good_be.FUT.3

den̊
then

‘Dodgeball would be good then.’ (SC)

(12.28) ރަގަޅުވނާީ. ދިޔުންކަންނޭނގެ ކައިރިއަށް ދުރަށްވުރެ ދުރަށް އެހެންވިއްޔާ
ehen_viyyā
thus_be.COND

duraṣ̊
far-DAT

duras̊=vure
∼REDUP=compared.to

kairi-aṣ̊
near-DAT

diyum̊_kam̊.nēn̆ge
go.VN_perhaps

ra[n̆]gaḷu_vānī
good_be.FUT.PROG

‘If so, going [somewhere] close would perhaps be better than
[somewhere] far.’ (SC)

(12.29) ލސަްވނާެ. ލިބޭލެއް ކާރޑު އެހެންނަމަވެސް
ehennamaves
nevertheless

kār̆ḍu
card

libē-lek̊
receive.PRS.PTCP-GND

las_vāne
slow_be.FUT.3

‘Nevertheless, getting the card will be slow.’ (HD)

As 12.27 and 12.28 show, the plain future tense is used in Dhivehi where in English
would is used to indicate that the event is not certain.

An example of a sentence that uses the future tense of ވަނީ   vanī instead of a copula
is in 12.30, which contrasts with 12.4 and 12.6. As a focus verb, the ވނާީ   vānī ‘will be’
in the example is in the same position in the sentence as the copula would be. See
Section 12.5 for more on focus.

(12.30) އިސްލޙާެއް. ޚިލފާު ރޫޙއާި ޑިމޮކްރެސީގެ ޒަމނާީ ވނާީ އިސްލޙާެއް މިފަދަ
mi=fada
DEM1=manner

islāh̤-ek̊
reform-INDF

vānī
be.FUT.FOC

zamānī
modern

ḍimokresī-ge
democracy-GEN

rūh̤-āi
spirit-SOC

khilāfu
against

islāh̤-ek̊
reform-INDEF

‘This type of reform would be contrary to the spirit of modern democracy.’
(HD)

One important use of the future tense with predicate adjectives is in the descrip-
tion of things that have not been observed by the listener. If the speaker knows what
something is like but the hearer has not experienced it, the description will be put in
the future tense. The sense is something along the lines of ‘if you were to see it you
would see that it is...’. A description in the present tense, by contrast, is used with the
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sense of ‘I experienced it to be...’. In 12.31, the speaker is describing the size of his
native island to someone who has never seen it.

(12.31) ކުޑަވނާެ. ވުރެސް މޭލަކަށް
mēl-ak-aṣ̊
mile-UNSP-DAT

vure=s
compared.to=EMPH

kuḍa_vāne
small_be.FUT.3

‘[It] is [lit. will be] even smaller than a mile.’ (SC)

Such future-tense descriptions extend beyond predicate adjectives to other de-
scriptive statements, as the following sentence from the same overall description il-
lustrates.

(12.32) ނީންނާނެ. ހަދާފައެއް މަގުމަގުވެސް އެއީ،
e=ī
DEM3=COP

magu∼magu=ves
road∼REDUP=EMPH

hadā=fa-ek̊
make.CNV=SUCC-INDF

n=īnnāne.
NEG=be(.sitting).FUT.3
‘That is [because] the roads haven’t been [lit. won’t have been] paved.’
(SC)

12.3 Null arguments
Any argument of a Dhivehi verbal sentence (the subject, the object, or the indirect ob-
ject) may be left unspecified, or null. Sometimes this is because the identity of the
argument is clear from context; in other cases it is simply left vague. The use of null ar-
guments reduces the use of pronouns as compared to languages such as English, hence
this phenomenon is sometimes known as pro-drop. Unlike in certain well-known pro-
drop languages such as Spanish, however, the use of null arguments in Dhivehi is not
limited to subjects, nor is the identity of a dropped subject easily reconstructed from
verbal agreement, given that person marking is limited in Dhivehi and number mark-
ing is nonexistent in the colloquial language (see Section 8.3.1).

The following are sentences with null subjects. The identity of the subjects must
be inferred from context. In written discourse they are often the subjects of previous
sentences. For example, 12.33 occurs soon after example 12.6. Thus the subject of 12.33
is the three siblings mentioned in 12.6.
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(12.33) ނުކުރެއެވެ. މަނާކުރާކަމެއް މަންމަ އަދި
adi
Also

mamma
mother

manā_kurā_kam-ek̊
forbidden_do.PRS.PTCP_action-INDF

nu=kure=eve
NEG=do.PRS.3=END
‘And [they] do not do what [their] mother forbids.’ (PB)

(12.34) ބަލލާިއެވެ. ރަހަވެސް އޭގެ
ē-ge
3-GEN

raha=ves
taste=EMPH

balā_li=eve
see.CNV_put.PST.3=END

‘[He] tried the taste of that too.’ (PB)

The subject may also be stated in a subordinate clause that precedes the main
clause (for more on subordinate clauses, see Chapter 13).

(12.35) ފެނިއްޖެއެވެ. ވެލބާސިްތަކެއް ކޮންނަނިކޮށް އެކުދިން
e=kudin̊
DEM.children.PL

konnani-kos̊
dig.PTCP-SML

velā_bis-tak-ek̊
sea.turtle_egg.PL-INDF

feni-jje=eve
appear.CNV-PRF=END
‘While the children were digging, [they] saw some sea turtle eggs.’ (EA)

The following is an example with a specified subject but a null object. The identity
of the object is reconstructed from the preceding discourse, in which Hassan states that
he doesn’t want to eat chicken at the upcoming picnic. Example 12.36 is spoken by his
interlocutor (who uses his name to avoid using the second-person pronoun ކަލޭ   kalē
‘you’, for which see Section 6.2.1).

(12.36) ވެސް... ނުކެޔަސް ހސަަނު
hasanu
Hassan

nu=key-as
NEG=eat.PST.PTCP=CNCS

ves
EMPH

‘even if Hassan [i.e. you] doesn’t eat [chicken]...’ (SC)

Both the subject and the object may be null. In 12.37 this leads to a sentence con-
sisting only of a verb. The interpretation again depends on context. It is the answer to
a question of whether the group has ever played football at a get-together.

(12.37) ނުކުޅޭ.
nu=kuḷē
NEG=play.PRS.3
‘[They] don’t play [football].’ (SC)
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In 12.38, the subject and the direct object are left null but the indirect object is
specified. In this particular example person marking on the verb shows that the subject
is first person, but this is only true because the verb in this example is both finite and
active. No grammatical clue indicates that the direct object is third person, but context
makes the interpretation clear. In this example, the speaker has been asked to provide
a phone number that he will be getting, with the suggestion that he post it to Facebook.
He suggests his interlocutor’s phone as an alternative place to send the number.

(12.38) ފޮނުވައިވެސްލަދީފނާަން. މޯބައިލަށް
mōbail-aṣ̊
mobile.phone-DAT

fonuvai=ves_la_dī-fānam̊
send.CNV=EMPH_put.CNV_give.CNV-POT.1

‘[I] might even send [it] to [your] mobile phone.’ (SC)

By contrast with 12.38, the direct object may be specified but the subject and the
indirect object left null, as in 12.39.

(12.39) ފޮނުވނާަން. އެއްޗެހި ފޮޓޯތަކާ އނާ
ān̆
yes

foṭō-tak-ā
photo-PL-CONJ

eccehi
things

fonuvānam̊
send.FUT.1

‘Yes, [I] will send [you] photos and stuff.’ (SC)

One could in theory extend the analysis of null elements to include null verbs.
Thus utterances otherwise considered fragments could in fact be considered complete
sentences with null verbs, as in the following piece of text that is punctuated as a sen-
tence but contains only adverbials.

(12.40) ތަނުގައެވެ. އެކި ދުވަހު އެކި
eki
various

duvah-u
day-ADV

eki
various

tanu-ga=eve
place-LOC=END

‘[They do it] on various days and in various places.’ (VN)

12.4 Sentences with IN-verbs
Sentences with IN-verbs serve a variety of functions and in some of those functions
show different case-marking than sentences with active verbs. The general property of
IN-verbs is that their subjects are not volitional actors.
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Cain and Gair make a useful distinction between sentences that are involitive and
those that are inactive (Cain and Gair 2000: 57–60; Cain 1995), which I roughly follow
here.⁵

Inactive sentences describe something that happens to someone or something.
Such sentences have direct-case subjects. Usually such sentences are intransitive.

In an involitive sentence, the actor is doing something unintentionally or involun-
tarily. Although such individuals may act volitionally in other contexts, in an involi-
tive sentence that volition is suspended or overruled. Involitive sentences have dative
“subjects.”

Sentences with IN-verbs and dative “subjects” are also used to describe the passive
reception of a thing or an experience or to make statements of ability.

12.4.1 Inactive and passive sentences

In inactive and passive sentences, something happens to the subject rather than the
subject making something happen as it does in an active sentence.⁶ This may be an
event that has no agentive cause, as in 12.41 and 12.42, or something that has an agent
that is not mentioned, as in 12.43. The former may be considered simply inactive, but
latter may be considered actually passive, as in Cain (1995). A sentence like 12.44 may
be considered either inactive or passive. There is an agent, but it is not relevant.

(12.41) ފެތެނީ! އަހަރެން
aharen
1

fetenī
sink.PRS.PROG

‘I am sinking!’ (D3)

(12.42) ފުރުނެވެ. އުފަލުން ޕިލާސީ
pilāsī
Pilaasee

ufalu-n
happiness-ABL

furun=eve
be.filled.PST.3=eve

‘Pilaasee was filled with happiness.’ (PB)

5 They also include a category of accidental sentences, which uses an IN-verb with a subject
that is headed by instrumental އަތުން   atun̊ ‘by the hand (of)’. These are not considered a
separate category here but are discussed further in Section 12.4.1.
6 For existential and locational verbal sentences, which are stative rather than active, see
Section 12.6.



252 | Simple Sentences

(12.43) ކުރެވިދާނެއެވެ. ސަލާމަތްވެސް އެތަންތަން ސަބަބުން އެކަމުގެ އަދި
adi
also

e=kamu-ge
DEM3=deed-GEN

sababu-n
reason-ABL

e=tan̊∼tan̊
DEM3=place∼REDUP

salāmat̊=ves
safety=EMPH

kurevi-dāne=eve
be.done-POT=END

‘And because of that, those places can be protected/saved.’ (HD)

(12.44) ނިމޭނެއެވެ. މިއަދު މިމުބރާާތް
mi=mubārāt̊
DEM1=competition

miadu
today

nimēne=eve
end.FUT.3=END

‘This competition will end today.’ (HD)

Most inactive sentences are intransitive. Unlike the involitive sentences presented
in Section 12.4.2, however, they take direct-case subjects.⁷ A few inactive verbs do take
a complement, however. The modal ޖެހެނީ   jehenī ‘has to, must’ (lit. ‘is struck’), for
example, takes a direct-case subject and an infinitive complement.

(12.45) ޖެހޭނެއެވެ. އުފުލނަް އެއްވަރަކަށް ޒިންމާ ފަރާތުންވެސް ހުރިހާ
hurihā
all

farātu-n=ves
party-PL=EMPH

zimmā
responsibility

ek̊_var-ak-aṣ̊
one_amount-UNSP-ADV

ufulan̊
carry.INF

jehēne=eve
must.FUT.3=END

‘All parties will have to bear responsibility equally.’ (HD)

Some inactive verbs correspond to verbs that have three arguments in their ac-
tive form, and thus have two in their inactive form. In the following example, using
ހަވލާުވަނީ   havālu_vanī ‘is entrusted with’ (or its honorific, as in the example) rather
than ހަވލާުކުރަނީ   havālu_kuranī ‘entrusts (to)’ changes the verb to an inactive rather
than an active form. Compare 12.46 and 12.19.

7 Some e-stem verbs take a direct-case subject simply because they are not in fact inactive.
These include ކުޅެނީ   kuḷenī ‘plays’, ނެރެނީ   nerenī ‘issues, puts out’ and އެދެނީ   edenī ‘asks’.
Curiously, the verb ދެކެނީ   dekenī ‘sees’, inflects for first/second person, thus behaving like an
active verb, despite the fact that the more commonly used ފެންނަނީ   fennanī, which also means
‘sees’ (or ‘is seen by’) is clearly involitive. Despite its person marking, ދެކެނީ   dekenī does not
have the active meaning of ބަލަނީ   balanī ‘looks’. The behavior of ދެކެނީ   dekenī demonstrates
that the categorization of verbs as active, inactive, or involitive is to some extent conventional
rather than fully predictable on a firm semantic basis.
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(12.46) ... ހަވލާުވެވަޑައިގެންނެވިއިރު، ވެރިކަމއާި ނަޝީދު ރައީސް
raīs
president

nashīdu
Nasheed

verikam-āi
leadership-SOC

havālu_ve_vaḍaigennevi_iru
care.of_be.CNV_HON.PST.PTCP_time
‘when President Nasheed was entrusted with the leadership...’ (HD)

Sometimes the agent of a passive may be included in the sentence as an abla-
tive/instrumental noun phrase headed by the word އަތުން   atun̊ ‘at the hand (of)’, the
ablative/instrumental of އަތް   at̊ ‘hand’. This is a somewhat different use of އަތުން   atun̊
than the marking of ablative on human nouns that is discussed in Section 5.3.1. When
used in a passive sentence to mark the agent, the އަތުން   atun̊ usually appears without
the genitive -ގެ   -ge that marks the person whose hand it is, which is usually used when
އަތުން   atun̊ marks a human ablative (as in 12.20 and 12.57). Interestingly, one can both
be defeated and be victorious at the hand of an opponent, as shown in the following
example.

(12.47) މެޗްގައި ތިންވަނަ ބަލިވނިަމަވެސް އަތުން ބާންގާޅު އިން 0–1 މެޗް ދެވަނަ
ނަތީޖާއަކުންނެވެ. ގެ 2–3 މޮޅުވެފައވިަނީ ދިވެހނިް ނޭޕލާްއަތުން

devana
second

mec
match

0–1
0–1

in
ABL

bāngāḷū
Bangladesh

atu-n̊
hand-ABL

bali_vi_namaves
weak_be.PST.PTCP_despite

tinvana
third

mec-gai
match-LOC

nēpāl_atu-n̊
Nepal_hand-ABL

divehi-n
Maldivian-PL

moḷu_ve_fai_vanī
excellent_be.CNV_SUCC_be.PRS.FOC

2–3
2–3

ge
GEN

natījā-aku-nn=eve
result-UNSP-ABL=END
‘Despite being defeated in the second match 0–1 by Bangladesh, the
Maldivians were victorious over Nepal in the third match, with a score of
2–3.’ (HD)

Sometimes the އަތުން   atun̊ ‘at the hand (of)’ is used in a passive sentence to reduce
the agency of the actor and thus to emphasize that the act was accidental. Cain and
Gair consider this accidental use a distinct type of IN-verb sentence (Cain and Gair
2000: 58–59), that of “accidental.” However, not only does އަތުން   atun̊ cover a range
of functions in inactive sentences (as, for example, in 12.47), but the use of އަތުން   atun̊
specifically to indicate an accidental act seems not to be used by all speakers. In gen-
eral, however, there is a tendency in Dhivehi to deflect away from direct pointing at
individuals, and using the އަތުން   atun̊ construction is one expression of that. For speak-
ers who use it in this way, it is a polite way to deflect the source of the action away from
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the human actor so as to reduce their volitionality (and, consequently, their guilt), as
in the following sentence.

(12.48) ވި އެކްސިޑެންޓް ބުރިވެގެން ނާރެއް އަތުން އުބައިދު ތެރެއިން ކުރުމުގެ އޮޕެރޭޝަން
މަރުވެއްޖެ. މީހާ

operēshan̊
operation

kurumu-ge
do.VN-GEN

terei-n̊
inside-ABL

ubaidu
Ubaid

atu-n
hand-ABL

nār-ek̊
vein-INDF

buri=gen
be.burst.CNV=SUCC

eksiḍenṭ
accident

vi
be.PST.PTCP

mīhā
person

maru_ve-jje
dead_be.CNV-PRF

‘During the operation, a vein was burst by Ubaid(’s hand), and the
person who had had the accident died.’ (C1)

There is a distinction between an active sentence whose subject is left null and a
passive sentence, which uses in IN-verb. In many active sentences a null subject can be
identified from context. In some cases, however, it is simply left vague. The difference
between a vague null subject and a passive is roughly the difference between ‘someone
did it’ and ‘it was done’. In the following sentence, the verb ޖަހަނީ   jahanī ‘hits, applies’
is active, but there is no clue in the surrounding discourse as to who had put the key
in the lock. Thus this sentence implies the presence of an agent and characterizes the
action as agentive, even if the identity of the agent is irrelevant.

(12.49) ހުއްޓެވެ. ޖަހފާައި ތަޅުދަނޑި ތަޅުގައި އެހެނަސް
ehenas
however

taḷu-gai
lock-LOC

taḷudanḍi
key

jahā=fai
hit.CNV=SUCC

huṭṭ=eve
be(.standing).PST.3=END
‘However, [someone] had put a key in the lock.’ (PB)

12.4.2 Involitive sentences

Involitive sentences use IN-verbs with dative subjects. The subjects of these sentences
behave without volitional intent. Thus in example 12.50, the verb is in the IN-form
and the subject is in the dative case to mark that it is an uncontrollable, involuntary
action (hence the gloss as ‘burst into tears’ rather than just ‘cried’). In 12.51, by contrast,
there is no such emphasis, and an active verb is used instead. As this pair of examples
shows, however, the semantics of an active verb as compared to an involitive verb is
sometimes a matter of degree rather than of a clear contrast, since crying is rarely fully
intentional.
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(12.50) ރޮވުނެވެ. ވެސް އަހަންނަށް
ahann-aṣ̊
1.DAT

ves
EMPH

rovun=eve
cry.IN-PST=END

‘Even I burst into tears.’ (HD)

(12.51) ރޮނީއެވެ. އެންމެން ހަތަރުދަމު އެދުވަހުގެ
e=duvahu-ge
DEM3=day-GEN

hataru_damu
four_three.hour.period

emmen̊
everyone

ronī=eve
cry.PRS.PROG=END
‘Everyone is crying twelve hours that day.’ (HD)

Another involitive/active pair that behave like ރޮވެނީ   rovenī ‘bursts out crying’ and
ރޮނީ   ronī ‘cries’ are ނިދެނީ   nidenī ‘falls asleep’ and ނިދަނީ   nidanī ‘sleeps’. The former
describes an involuntary act and takes a dative subject, while the latter is a slightly
more intentional act and takes a direct-case subject.

12.4.3 Sentences of reception and perception

IN-verbs whose subjects are passive recipients of a thing or of a perception also have da-
tive subjects. Such verbs include އެނގެނީ   en̆genī ‘know’, ލިބެނީ   libenī ‘receive’, ފެންނަނީ 
 fennanī ‘sees, is seen by’, އެވެނީ   ivenī ‘hears’, and ހީވަނީ   hī_vanī ‘thinks’.⁸

(12.52) ލިބުނެވެ. ފުރުޞަތު ބައިވަރު ވަރަށް ލނަޑުޖަހނާެ ރަޝީދަށް ރިޔާޒް
riyāz
Riyaz

rashīd-aṣ̊
Rasheed-DAT

lan̆ḍu_jahāne
goal_hit.FUT.PTCP

varaṣ̊
very

baivaru
many

furus̤atu
opportunity

libun=eve
receive.PST.3=END
‘Riyaz Rasheed received very many opportunities to score goals.’ (HD)

8 By virtue of being a compound formed with ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’, ހީވަނީ   hī_vanī ‘thinks’ (lit.
‘imagination-is’) is an IN-verb. It describes a less deliberate act than the verb ވސިަނަނީ   visnanī
‘thinks’.
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(12.53) ފެނުނެވެ. އެއްޗެއް ފެންދޭ ހުރި ބަހައްޓައިފައި އެއްކަނެއްގައި ޕިލާސީއަށް
pilāsī-aṣ̊
Pilaasee-DAT

ek̊_kan-ek-gai
one_corner-INDF-LOC

bahaṭṭai=fai
left.CNV=SUCC

huri
be(.standing).PST.PTCP

fen_dē
water_give.PRS.PTCP

ecc-ek̊
thing-INDF

fenun=eve
see.PST.3=END
‘Pilaasee saw a watering can which had been left in one corner.’ (PB)

(12.54) އެނގެއެވެ. އެންމެނަށްވެސް ޙލާު ނިކަމެތި ދިމވާެގެންއުޅޭ ޤައުމަށް
qaum-aṣ̊
nation-DAT

dimā.ve=gen̊_uḷē
happen=SUCC_live.PRS.PTCP

nikameti
poor

h̤ālu
condition

emmen-aṣ̊=ves
everyone-DAT=EMPH

en̆ge=eve
know.PRS.3=END

‘Everyone knows the poor conditions which the nation has been
encountering.’ (HD)

12.4.4 Ability sentences

Statements of general ability are expressed with an involitive verb with a dative subject.
Such statements are often in the future tense but may be in the present tense if the
ability is something that is habitually exercised. These statements of ability are distinct
from the potential mood (see Section 8.3.4.2), which is used to mean that one might
do something. (Knowing how to do something, on the other hand, uses an infinitive
construction, as in 12.60.) Such statements of ability may be translated as present or
future depending on context.

(12.55) ނުކުރެވޭނެއެވެ. ޑީއާރްޕީއަކަށް އެކަން
e=kam̊
DEM3=deed

ḍī.ār.pī-ak-as̊
DRP-UNSP-DAT

nu=kurevēne=eve
NEG=be.done.FUT.3=END

‘The DRP [Maldivian People’s Party] will not be able to do that [get a two
thirds’ majority vote for the bill].’ (HD)
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(12.56) އޭނާއަށް ޓީމުގައި ގައުމީ ތައްޔާރުވާ ޗެންޕިއަންޝިޕަށް ސާފް ނަމަވެސް
ބައިވެރިވެވޭނެއެވެ.

namaves
however

sāf
SAAF

cempianship-aṣ̊
championship-DAT

tayyāru_vā
ready_be.PRS.PTCP

gaumī
national

ṭīmu-gai
team-LOC

ēnā-aṣ̊
3-DAT

baiveri_vevēne=eve
participation_be.IN.FUT.3=END

‘However, he can participate in the national team which is preparing for
the SAAF championship.’ (HD)

(12.57) ނުވެވޭނެއެވެ. ސަލާމަތެއް މަގޭއަތަކުން މިއަދު
miadu
today

ma-gē_at-aku-n̊
1-GEN_hand-UNSP-ABL

salāmat-ek̊
safety-INDF

nu=vevēne=eve
NEG-be.IN.FUT.3=END

‘[You] cannot escape from my hand today.’ (PB)

Examples 12.56 and 12.57 use the verb ވެވެނީ   vevenī, which is the IN-verb of ވަނީ 
 vanī ‘is, becomes, happens’. Using ވަނީ   vanī to make a compound verb results in an
inactive verb (as in ހަވލާުވަނީ   havālu_vanī ‘is entrusted with’) or a verb of perception (as
in ހީވަނީ   hī_vanī ‘thinks’). Using ވެވެނީ   vevenī, as in 12.56 and 12.57, by contrast, results
in an involitive verb, meaning ‘is able to be’ or ‘finds one’s self to be’, which assigns
its subject dative case. The difference between inactive and involitive verbs does not
usually show in their morphology, but rather in whether the subject is in the dative
or direct case. However, the existential and locational verbs, of which ވަނީ   vanī is one,
are specifically involitive when they are given IN-morphology (for which see Section
8.1.1).

A future-tense IN-verb is also used to make an ability statement in the passive.
Such a sentence is ambiguous between a future passive and a statement of present
passive ability; thus the gloss in 12.58 includes both ‘may’ and ‘will’ as options.

(12.58) ކުރެވޭނެއެވެ. ޑައުންލޯޑް ވެބްސައިޓުން ހޯމްމނިިސްޓްރީގެ މިޤަވޢާިދު
mi=qavāʿidu
DEM1=rules

hōm_minisṭrī-ge
home_ministry-GEN

vebsaiṭu-n
website-ABL

ḍaunlōḍ
download

kurevēne=eve
be.done.FUT.3=END
‘These rules may [or will] be downloaded from the home ministry’s
website.’ (HD)

Statements of past ability use an involitive verb in the past. Often such a statement
is used to mean that one was able to do something and thus actually did it, translatable
as ‘managed to’.
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(12.59) ދޯ. ކުރެވުނު ކަންތައްތައް ބޭނުންވި ކުރަން މި
mi
DEM1

kuran̊
do.INF

bēnum̊_vi
want_be.CNV

kam̊-tak̊∼tak̊
deed-PL∼REDUP

kurevunu
be.done.PST.3

dō
DM

‘[We] were able to do the things that [we] wanted to do, you know.’ (SC)

12.4.5 The status of dative “subjects”

The noun phrases that express the involuntary actors in Section 12.4.2, the passive
experiencers in Section 12.4.3, and the holders of abilities in Section 12.4.4 are put in
the dative case. Such “dative subjects” are common in Indo-Aryan languages (Masica
1991: 346–356).⁹

It is not entirely clear whether these dative-marked noun phrases are actually sub-
jects in Dhivehi. For example, the verbs of experience could be considered passives.
In such an analysis, އެނގެނީ   en̆genī, for example, would be ‘is known’ rather than
‘knows’, and the thing known would actually be the subject. Alternatively, such sen-
tences could be considered to have no subject.

In certain Indo-Aryan languages, such as Hindi, there are syntactic tests that indi-
cate that dative phrases of this type are actually subjects (Masica 1991: 354). The situ-
ation is considerably less clear in Dhivehi. Cain and Gair consider these phrases to be
subjects, as they seem to come first in rhetorically neutral sentences (although much
variation is seen in their placement), and as they can also serve as the implied subject
of an infinitive (Cain and Gair 2000: 37). They consider it necessary for the implied
subject of an infinitive to be the same as the subject of the verb that takes the infinitive
as its complement. In example 12.60, the subject of ނޭނގެނީ   nēn̆genī ‘doesn’t know’ is
also the subject of ލިޔަނީ   liyanī ‘writes’ (and the subject of its participial form ނޭނގޭ 
 nēngē ‘doesn’t know’ is also the subject of ބޭނުންކުރަނީ   bēnum̊_kuranī ‘uses’).

9 Unlike various other Indo-Aryan languages, however, statements of obligation do not
require dative experiencers, as shown in 12.45.
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(12.60) ލިޔާކަށް ތނާައަކުރުން މީހަކަށް، ނޭނގޭ ބޭނުންކުރަން ހެޔޮކޮށް ތިކިޖެހިތނާަ
ނޭނގޭނެއެވެ.

tiki.jehi_tāna
dotted_Thaana

heyo-koṣ̊
good-ADV

bēnum̊_kuran̊
use_do.INF

n-ēn̆gē
NEG-know.PRS.PTCP

mīh-ak-aṣ̊
person-UNSP-DAT

tāna_akuru-n̊
Thaana_script-ABL

liyākaṣ̊
write.INF.NEG

n-ēn̆gēne=eve
NEG-know.FUT.3=END
‘Someone who doesn’t know how to use dotted Thaana properly won’t
know how to write in the Thaana script.’ (HD)

However, it is not clear that the match of subjects is actually required (as explained
in Section 11.3.2.2). It is also the case that dative experiencers usually participate in the
process of negative concord (described in Section 12.7) when their sentence is negated,
while direct-case subjects of transitive verbs usually do not unless they occur directly
before the negated verb or are being emphasized. Negative concord on a “dative sub-
ject” is illustrated (and highlighted in bold) in 12.61, in which the “subject” is a per-
sonal name, which would never take unspecified inflection for reasons other than
negative concord.¹⁰ (For further examples of negative concord on dative subjects, see
12.102 and 12.116, and see Section 12.5.2 for the placement of the verb in the spoken
sentence in 12.61)

(12.61) ދޯ. އެއްޗިއްސެއްވެސް ޚަބަރު ޚަބަރު ނުބެލޭ މިހރާު ވަރަށް އައިޝާއަކަށް
aishā-ak-aṣ̊
Aisha-UNSP-DAT

varaṣ̊
very

mihāru
now

nu=belē
NEG.is.looked.at.PRS.3

khabaru∼
news

khabaru
news

ecchiss-ek̊=ves
things-INDF=EMPH

dō
DM

‘Aisha can’t [bear to] watch the news and things much nowadays, you
know?’ (SC)

It can be concluded that these dative noun phrases do not behave entirely like
typical subjects. Therefore, although the term dative subject is used in the foregoing
sections, it is without any theoretical claim, and I leave the question of whether they
are actually subjects unresolved.

10 While 12.60 also displays negative concord (via the unspecified -އަކު   -aku suffix of މީހަކަށް 
 mīhakaṣ̊ ‘person.UNSP.DAT’), the “subject” in that sentence is in the unspecified inflection
anyway, due to its meaning, and therefore cannot be used to demonstrate that negative
concord is required in such a sentence.
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12.5 Non-canonical word orders
While Dhivehi has default SOV word order, other orders are possible, particularly with
respect to the relative order of subjects and objects. In writing, the finality of the verb
is fixed, however, unless the verb is in focus form, in which case some element of the
sentence will occur after it. Sentences employing focus are very common in Dhivehi,
in both speech and writing. In speech, however, focus morphology is not required to
obtain non-canonical word order.

12.5.1 Focus

Individual parts of a sentence may be drawn attention to, or focused, by placing them
last in the sentence. The verb in such sentences is the focus or “long participle” form
presented in Section 8.3.2.1 and comes immediately before the focused element, rather
than at the end of the sentence. Example 12.62 is a sentence with focus.

(12.62) ފީފޯޒްމަގުގައެވެ. ހުންނަނީ ގެ އަހަރެމެންގެ
aharemen̊-ge
1.PL-GEN

ge
house

hunna-nī
be(.standing).PRES-FOC

fīrōz_magu-ga=eve
Feeroaz_street-LOC=END
‘Our house is on Feeroaz Street.’ (FD)

In a sentence such as 12.62, the focused part of a sentence is new information
rather than background information. In this example the location of the house, rather
than the existence of the house, is the new information. Using the focus construction
gives the sentence something of the sense of ‘Where our house is is on Feeroaz Street,’
but without the laboriousness of this longer English version. English also uses intona-
tion to mark focus. Because that intonation is not normally written, the sentence in
12.62 would normally be translated simply as ‘Our house is on Feeroaz Street,’ but in
speech there would be stress on the on Feeroaz Street to mark its status as new infor-
mation.

Focus constructions are extremely common in Dhivehi. One common use of focus
is for an auxiliary verb to be in focus form and the semantically dominant converb or
simultaneous-marked participle, along with the rest of the verb phrase, to be the post-
posed focused element. In the following examples, the focus auxiliary is highlighted.



Non-canonical word orders | 261

(12.63) ތަޙްޤީޤުކުރުމަށްފަހު އޮފީހަށް ޕްރޮސެކިއުޓަރޖެނެރަލްގެ އެޑިޕާޓްމަންޓުންވަނީ އެގޮތުން
ފޮނުވފާައެވެ. މައްސަލަ 448

e=got-un̊
DEM3=way-ABL

e=ḍipāṭmanṭu-n̊_vanī
DEM3=department-PL_be.PRS.FOC

prosekiuṭar̆_jeneral-ge
prosecutor_general-GEN

ofīh-aṣ̊
office-DAT

tah̤qīqu_kurum-as_fahu
investigation_do.VN-DAT_after

448
448

massala
case

fonuvā=fa=eve
send.CNV=SUCC=END

‘Thus that department has sent 448 cases to the prosecutor general’s
office after investigating [them].’ (MN)

(12.64) އެސަރަޙައްދުގައި ގެންދަނީ ޑިޕޓާްމަންޓުން ފޮރެންސިކް ފުލުހުންގެ އަދި
ޙަރަކާތްތެރިވަމުންނެވެ.

adi
also

fuluhu-n-ge
police.PL-GEN

forensik
forensic

ḍipāṭmanṭu-n
department-PL

gendanī
take.PRS.FOC

e=sarah̤addu-gai
DEM3=area-LOC

h̤arakāt̊.teri_va-munn=eve
active_be-SIML=END

‘And the forensic department of the police is continuing to be active in
that area.’ (HD)

A focus auxiliary may also serve to focus something other than the verb phrase. In
the following example, the focused element is highlighted.

(12.65) ޕެކެޓްގައެވެ. ވެކިޔުމް ހުންނަނީ ބަންދުކުރެވިފައި ކާށިހުނި ދިވެހި ހިމެނޭ މީގެތެރޭގައި
mī-ge-terē-gai
DEM1=GEN-inside-LOC

himenē
is.included.PRS.PTCP

divehi
Maldivian

kāṣihuni
coconut.meat

bandu_kurevi-fai
closed_be.done.CNV-SUCC

hunnanī
is(standing).PRS.FOC

vekiyum
vacuum

pekeṭ-ga=eve
packet-LOC=END
‘The Maldivian coconut meat included inside it has been sealed in a
vacuum pack.’ (HD)

In general, any constituent of a sentence may be focused. Thus focus may also
divide a verb from its nominal or infinitival complement, as in 12.66. Even subjects
can be focused, as in 12.67, although in such cases it is generally not for the presenting
of new information but for rhetorical effect.
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(12.66) އަޅށާެވެ. ބސިް އަރަނީ ވެލާ
velā
sea.turtle

aranī
rise.PRS.FOC

bis
egg

aḷāṣ=eve
drop.INF=END

‘The sea turtle is coming ashore to lay eggs.’ (EA)

(12.67) ދީ ބީރުކަންފަތެއް ނުދީ ސަމލާުކަމެއް ބސަްތަކަށް ބުނާ މަންމަ ގނިަފަހަރު
ޕިލާސީއެވެ. މި ހަދަނީވެސް

gina_faharu
many_time

mamma
mother

bunā
say.PRS.PTCP

bas-tak-aṣ̊
word-PL-DAT

samālukam-ek̊
care-INDF

nu=dī
NEG=give.CNV

bīru_kan̊fat-ek̊
deaf_ear-INDF

dī
give.CNV

hadanī=ves
make.PRS.FOC=EMPH

mi
DEM1

pilāsī=eve
Pilaasee=END

‘Often [he] does not heed his mother’s words and even turns a deaf ear,
this Pilaasee.’ (PB)

The form of focus verbs is identical to that of the progressive verbs, which Fritz
calls the “long participle” (Fritz 2002: 198). In written Dhivehi, which uses canonical
ordering, a sentence-final verb of this form will be in the progressive aspect, while a
non-final verb of this form will be a focus verb. In focus verbs the difference between
default aspect and progressive aspect is neutralized.

Further examples of sentences with focus verbs may be found in 11.47, 11.48, 12.30,
12.79, 12.80, and 13.28, among others.

Adjectival sentences may also be focused, despite not containing a verb. In these
cases the predicate adjective (no longer last in the sentence) takes the focus suffix -އީ 
 -ī, as in 12.68. Another example is in 6.13.

(12.68) އެގޮތެވެ. ރަނގަޅީ އަހަންނަށްވެސް
ahann-aṣ-ves
1.DAT-EMPH

ran̆gaḷ-ī
good-FOC

e=got=eve
DEM3=way=END

‘That way is also good for me.’ (HD)

Copular sentences already have a focus order, in that the object of the equation
follows the copula. However, the object can be further focused by a second copula
(often with emphatic particle -ވެސް   -ves).
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(12.69) ބޭނުންވިގޮތަކީވެސް. އަހަރެމެން އެއީ
e=ī
DEM3=COP

ahare-men
1-PL

bēnun_vi_got-akī-ves.
want_be.PST.PTCP_way-COP-EMPH

‘That is what we wanted too.’ (HD)

12.5.2 Word order in speech

In spoken Dhivehi, word order is considerably freer than in writing, and a non-focus
verb will not necessarily be last in the sentence. The interplay of word order with em-
phasis and contrast, discourse salience, and the needs of online processing (not al-
ways knowing everything that one wants to say before beginning to say it) in spoken
Dhivehi is in need of further study. The following are a few examples of non-canonical
word order in spoken sentences. In these examples the verb or other predicator is
shown in bold.

In the following example, taking along something to eat at an upcoming picnic
has been established as a topic, and the speaker pauses to consider what she wants to
suggest that they take after she has already started to speak.

(12.70) އެއްޗެއް. ކަހަލަ ކުކުޅު މި ދޯ... ގެންދަމާ...
gendamā...
take.HORT

dō...
DM

mi
DEM1

kukuḷu
chicken

kahala
like

ecc-ek̊
thing-INDF

‘Let’s take... something like chicken, eh?’ (SC)

In 12.71, the initial constituent of the sentence (‘football’) picks up on the last word
of her interlocutor’s utterance, which was a suggestion that the group play football.
The speaker is specifically disagreeing with that suggestion. The subject, ‘these people
here’, is not new information and so cannot be considered focused, but it is postponed
after the words that align with (but negate) the previous speaker’s utterance.

(12.71) މީހުންނެއް. މިޔޮއްއުޅޭ ނުކުޅޭނެ ފުޓްބޯޅައެއް
fuṭbōḷa-ek̊
football-INDF

nukuḷēne
NEG-play.FUT.3

mi=ok̊_uḷē
DEM1=EMPH_live.PRS.PTCP

mīhunn-ek̊
people-INDF
‘[They] will not play football, these people here.’ (SC)

In 12.72 the demonstrative and copula (which are informationally weak morph-
emes) are placed last in the sentence. The speaker is attempting to understand why
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her interlocutor doesn’t want to eat chicken. The emphasis (and implied contrast with
her interlocutor) is on ‘everyone’.

(12.72) އެއީ. އެއްޗެއްނު މީރު އެންމެނަށްވެސް
emmen-aṣ̊-ves
everyone-DAT-EMPH

mīru
tasty

ecc-ek-nu
thing-INDF-TAG

e=ī
DEM3=COP

‘It’s something everyone finds tasty, isn’t it?’ (SC)

Topicalization of a subject is also possible. In such cases the topic occurs first and
is then restated as a subject demonstrative pronoun. In 12.73 (repeated from 6.8), the
island Meedhoo is introduced as a topic about which the rest of the sentence (and
many subsequent sentences in the spoken corpus) provide further information. The
resumptive demonstrative pronoun is highlighted.

(12.73) ރަށެއް. ކުޑަ ކުޑަ ވަރަށް އެއީ މީދޫ
mīdū
Meedhoo

e=ī
DEM3=COP

varaṣ̊
very

kuḍa
small

kuḍa
small

raṣ-ek̊
island-INDF

‘Meedhoo, it’s a very small little island.’ (SC)

12.6 Statements of existence, location, and possession
Like many other South Asian languages (such as Hindi, Kachru 2006: 193), Dhivehi
does not have a verb that translates specifically as ‘have’. On the other hand, it uses six
different verbs (and the two kinds of nonverbal predicators discussed in Section 12.1)
where English uses a single verb ‘be’. This section covers the use of those six verbs in
statements of location and existence, and their extension to statements of possession.

12.6.1 Existence and location

The six existential and/or locational verbs are summarized in Table 12.1. In addition to
the functions listed in the “Comment” column, these verbs also function as aspectual
auxilliaries and as modals, as described in Section 11.3.1.1 and Section 11.3.2.1. While
most of these verbs have senses that are not existential, all of them may be used in a
statement of existence. The more existential senses of these verbs are listed first un-
der “Gloss” in Table 12.1, while the less existential senses are listed afterward. The
existential sense of these verbs are negated with ނެތް   net̊ ‘there is not’, while the non-
existential senses are negated by the addition of ނު-   nu-, as described in Section 12.7.

Where English tends to use forms of be to talk about either the location or the exis-
tence of people and things, as in, The book is on the table (locational), or There is a book
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Verb Gloss Comment

ވަނީ   vanī is, becomes, happens The most generic existential verb.
Used instead of a predicate adjective
or copula if tense is required. Can be
used for statements of location, but
location is not inherent to its
meaning (unlike in the n-stem
existentials). No bodily posture is
implied. Also combines with nouns or
adjectives to make intransitive
and/or inactive compound verbs.

އުޅެނީ   uḷenī is (over some period),
exists, lives

Has a durative sense. Most
commonly used with animate beings.

ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī is (while located
somewhere), is located
(somewhere) in a
standing position; waits,
stays

Used for statements of locational
existence. Choice of locational/
postural verb depends on physical or
metaphorical posture. Many
non-material things are also given
this verb, making it the most
common of the n-stem existentials.

އިންނަނީ   innanī is (while located
somewhere), is located
(somewhere) in a sitting
position; marries (lit.,
sits with someone)

Used for statements of locational
existence. Choice of locational/
postural verb depends on physical or
metaphorical posture.

އޮންނަނީ   onnanī is (while located
somewhere), is located
(somewhere) in a lying
position; remains, stays

Used for statements of locational
existence. Choice of locational/
postural verb depends on physical or
metaphorical posture.

ތބިެނީ   tibenī are (while located
somewhere) in any
position; wait, stay

Inherently plural. Used for
statements of locational existence
but does not specify a physical
posture.

 

Table 12.1: Existential and locational verbs
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on the table (existential), Dhivehi will generally specify whether the person or object
is seated އިންނަނީ )  innanī), standing ހުންނަނީ )  hunnanī) or lying އޮންނަނީ )  onnanī).¹¹
Which postural verb is used depends on the shape of the object or the posture of the
person, but also on convention (see example 12.75—reasons do not literally stand).¹²
ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī and އޮންނަނީ   onnanī are more commonly used than އިންނަނީ   innanī.
Like English be, these verbs have both locational and existential uses. When used lo-
cationally or existentially, these verbs are often in the past tense. The intuition here is
that in order for something to be (presently) sitting in a certain place, it must have sat
down there (past), and so forth.

The particle އެބަ-   eba- (also discussed in Section 9.1.8) is used to lend existential
force to a locational statement and serves to indicate that a past-tense verb in such a
statement is to be understood as present. However, it occasionally occurs with present-
tense locational/existential verbs as well. It does not co-occur with progressive/focus
forms, in which case the past tense may still be understood as present tense (see, for
example, 12.128).

(12.74) އެބައޮތެވެ. ފޮތެއް އަތުގައި ބައްޕަގެ
bappa-ge
father-GEN

atu-gai
hand-LOC

fot-ek̊
book-INDF

eba=ot=eve
CONT=be(.lying).PST.3=END

‘There is a book in Father’s hand [or: Father has a book in his hand].’ (FD)

(12.75) އެބަހުރި. ސަބަބުތައް ވަރަށްގިނަ ގަބޫލުނުކުރާ
gabūlu_nu=kurā
approve_NEG=do.PRS.PTCP

varaṣ̊_gina
very_many

sababu-tak̊
reason-PL

eba=huri
CONT=be(.standing).PST.3
‘There are very many reasons not to approve [it].’ (HD)

(12.76) ކުޅުންތެރނިް. 20 އެބައިން ސިކުނޑީގައި އަހަރެންގެ
aharen-ge
1-GEN

sikun̆ḍī-gai
brain-LOC

eba-in̊
CONT-be(.sitting).PST.PTCP

20
20

kulum̊teri-n̊
athlete-PL

‘There are 20 athletes in my mind [or: I have 20 athletes in mind].’ (HD)

11 For a cross-linguistic overview of the special functions of posture verbs, see Newman
(2002).
12 Both Cain and Gair (2000) and Shaadiqu (2012 [1993]) state that the default postural
existential, when no physical posture is actually relevant, is ހުންނަނީ   hunnanī ‘is (standing)’ for
men and އިންނަނީ   innanī ‘is (sitting)’ for women. This prescriptive distinction is not made in
practice by the speakers of the modern Malé dialect.
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Using a simple (non-progressive) present (or a simple past without އެބަ-   eba-) in
such a sentence lends a habitual reading, which is more easily applied to the non-
existential senses, as shown in 12.77.

(12.77) ހުންނަމެވެ. މިތާނގައި އަހަރެން
aharen̊
1

mi=tān̆-gai
DEM1=place-LOC

hunnam=eve
be(.standing).1=END

‘I stand/wait here (regularly).’ (C1)

The inherently plural verb ތބިެނީ   tibenī ‘are (located), wait’ is also used for loca-
tional existence, despite the fact that Dhivehi usually does not have specifically plural
verbs or plural inflection on verbs. This is presumably because a collection of objects
or people may well be in an assortment of physical postures, in which case none of
the postural existential/locational verbs would apply. As 12.75 and 12.76 show, how-
ever, the specifically postural verbs may be used for plural subjects if the people or
objects can all be considered to be in the same position. The use of ތބިެނީ   tibenī does
not necessarily imply varied positions, however, merely plurality, as in 12.78.

(12.78) އެބަތބިެއެވެ. މެމްބަރުން 5 މަދުވެގެން ކައުންސިލެއްގައި ކޮންމެ
komme
each

kaunsil-ek̊-gai
council-INDF-LOC

madu.ve.gen̊
at.least

5
5

membaru-n̊
member-PL

eba=tibe.=eve
CONT=be.PL.PRS.3=END
‘There are at least 5 members on each council.’ (HD)

Occasionally the plain existential ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’ is used for locational
statements, as in 12.79. Example 12.79 also illustrates the use of focus as a strategy
to present the existence of something. Locational statements with ވަނީ   vanī do not use
އެބަ-   eba-.

(12.79) ބަގީޗާއެކެވެ. ގަހުގެ ތަރުކާރީ ވަނީ އަނެއްފަރާތުގައި
anek̊_farātu-gai
the.other_side-LOC

vanī
be.PRS.FOC

tarukārī
vegetable

gahu-ge
plant-GEN

bagīcā-ek=eve
garden-INDF=END
‘On the other side is a vegetable garden.’ (FD)

Existence that is inherently durative and not linked to a given physical posture will
use އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘is, lives, exists’, especially if it is about humans or other animate crea-
tures, as in 12.80. Example 12.81 illustrates that in this respect diseases are considered
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living things which have a durational existence. As with the postural verbs, non-focus
forms of އުޅެނީ   uḷenī may take the continuous marker އެބަ-   eba-, as in 12.81.

(12.80) މނިިވަންކަމއާެކުގައެވެ. ވަރަށްވެސް އުޅެނީ މލާޭގައި ގޭންގްތައް ނުވަތަ ގްރޫޕްތައް މިފަދަ
mi=fada
DEM1=kind

grūp-tak̊
group-PL

nuvata
or

gēn̊g-tak̊
gang-PL

mālē-gai
Malé-LOC

uḷenī
live.PRS.FOC

varaṣ.ves
very.much

minivan.kam-ā-eku-ga=eve
freedom-SOC-with-LOC=END

‘Such groups or gangs exist in Malé with a lot of freedom.’ (HD)

(12.81) އެބައުޅެއެވެ. ތިންރޯގާއެއް ފެތުރެމުންދާ ބރާަށް ވަރަށް މިދުވސަްވަރު
mi=duvas.varu
DEM1=day-amount

varaṣ̊
very

bār-aṣ̊
strong-ADV

feture-mun_dā
spread-SIML-go.PRS.PTCP

tin_rōgā-ek̊
three_flu-INDF

eba=uḷe=eve
CONT=live=END

‘These days there are three flus which are spreading very strongly.’ (HD)

12.6.2 Possession

The existential/locational verbs are also used to describe possession. In some cases
possession is indicated by putting the possessor in the genitive (or occasionally dative—
see 12.102) case and using a verb (or corresponding negation) of locational existence.

(12.82) ތބިޭ. ދެބޭބެއިން އަހަރެންގެ
aharen-ge
1-GEN

de_bēbei-n
two_older.brother-PL

tibē
be.PL.PRS.3

‘I have two older brothers.’ (FW1)

The locative locution އަތުގައި   atugai ‘in the hand’ is also used with an existential/lo-
cational verb (or corresponding negative particle, see Section 12.7) to indicate posses-
sion. The އަތް   at̊ ‘hand’ is not to be taken literally here and it may or may not be preceded
by a genitive marker on the individual.¹³ In 12.83, for example, there is no genitive
marker. This sentence does not imply that the money is in the speaker’s hand or even
with him or her at the present moment. In 12.84 the possession is highly non-literal.

13 However, if someone does have something in their hand, the sentence can be translated in
two different ways, as in 12.74.
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(12.83) އެބައޮތް ރުފިޔާ ދިހަ އަތުގައި އަހަރެން
aharen̊
1

atu-gai
hand-LOC

diha
ten

rufiyā
rufiyaa

eba=ot̊
CONT=be(.lying).PST.3

‘I have ten rufiyaa.’ (FW1)

(12.84) ބރާެވެ. މިލިޓަރީ ޚރާިޖީބރާާއި ހަމައެކަނި އޮންނަނީ އަތުގައި މައިސަރުކާރުގެ
mai_sarukāru-ge
main_government-GEN

atu-gai
hand-LOC

onnanī
be(.lying).PRS.FOC

hama_ekani
just_only

khārijī_bār-āi
diplomatic_powers-CONJ

miliṭarī
military

bār=eve
power=END

‘The main government has only diplomatic powers and military power.’
(HD)

The construction with a genitive possessor, as in 12.82, is used for possessions that
fall into the general category of inalienable or immovable possessions, including fam-
ily members, houses,¹⁴ personal characteristics, and experiences. The locative އަތުގައި 
 atugai ‘in the hand’ construction is used for alienable possessions, such as money or
movable objects. The removal of such an object from someone’s possession uses the
ablative އަތުން   atun̊ ‘from the hand’, as in 12.20.

12.7 Negation
Sentences are negated somewhat differently depending on what kind they are, but all
forms of indicative sentence negation (i.e., negation that occurs on indicative finite
verbs or as an independent sentence-negating word) prescriptively require negative
concord on the head of at least one phrase that precedes the negation, be it the head
noun of a direct object, an indirect object or even a subject; an adjective; an adverb; a
nonfinite verb; or other complement. The one phrase closest to the negation must take
negative concord, but depending on the degree of emphasis, more than one phrase
may take negative concord.

The most common form of negative concord is a suffix identical to either the indef-
inite or unspecified inflection on a noun (see Section 5.2 for indefinite and unspecified
inflection on nouns). The result is that in nouns the semantic distinction between defi-
nite and indefinite is obscured in a negative context. Thus the negative concord marker
is glossed as INDF or UNSP in nouns and adjectives (since adjectives are not always
distinguished from nouns morphologically) but as NEGC elsewhere.

14 Being immovable, a house is considered a ‘place’, ތަން   tan̊, in Dhivehi, not a ‘thing’, އެތި   eti,
which may be relevant to the classification of a house with inalienable possessions.
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Category Marker

Noun -އެއް   -ek̊ or އަކު   aku, depending on semantics
and/or case ending

Adjective -އެއް   -ek̊

Adverb (if formed with -އަށް   -aṣ̊) -އަކަށް   -akaṣ̊ (as though a dative noun)

Infinitive -ކަށް   -Vkaṣ̊ (i.e., vowel length plus -ކަށް   -kaṣ̊)

Focus verb ކީ   -kī

Demonstrative copula -އީ )  -ī) -ކީ   -kī (optional)

Successive particle -ފައި   -fai -ކާ   -kā (nonstandard), otherwise -އެއް   -ek̊

Other verbs, adverbs, particles -އެއް   -ek̊
 

Table 12.2: Negative concord markers

12.7.1 Negation of nonverbal sentences

Nonverbal sentences are negated with ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘[is] not’. It constitutes an independent
phonological word (whether orthographically spaced as such or not) and thus does not
undergo inflectional n-gemination (described in Section 3.6.5) before -އެވެ   -eve. Exam-
ple 12.85 shows the negation of a sentence with a predicate adjective. The head of the
adjectival phrase takes negative concord in the form of -އެއް   -ek̊, normally the indef-
inite suffix for nouns. The negative and the negative concord marker are both shown
in bold in 12.85.

(12.85) ބޮޑެއްނޫނެވެ. މިލިޔަނަށްވުރެ 200 ސައިޒް އިންވެސްޓްމަންޓް
invesṭmanṭ
investment

saiz
saiz

200
200

miliyan-aṣ_vure
million-DAT_compared.to

boḍ-ek̊_nūn=eve
big-INDF_NEG=END

‘The investment size is not bigger than 200 million.’ (HD)

Examples 12.86 and 12.87 show the negation of equational sentences. In such sen-
tences the complement of the copula is a noun phrase, which will be in the indefinite
-އެއް )  -ek̊) or unspecified -އަކު )  -aku) form. The presence of indefinite inflection on a
noun phrase in this context is often consistent with the meaning of the noun phrase (in
other words, such noun phrases are often indefinite anyway), but it need not be, such
as when the noun phrase is accompanied by a demonstrative (see 12.109) or is a pro-
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noun (see 12.115). Either way, only one indefinite (or unspecified) suffix will appear on
the noun. Often the head noun of an equational complement is either a generic noun
(as in 12.86) or a repetition of the head of the subject noun phrase (as in 12.87).

(12.86) ކުރާކަމެއްނޫނެވެ. ރާއްޖޭގައި ނެގުމަކީ އިންކަމްޓެކްސް
inkamṭeks
income.tax

negum=akī
take.VN-COP

rājjē-gai
country-LOC

kurā_kam-ek̊_nūn=eve
do.PRS.PTCP_action-INDF_NEG=END
‘Collecting income tax is not something that is done in the Maldives.’ (HD)

(12.87) ޤނާޫނީ ސަރުކާރަކީ ބޮޑުވަޒީރުގެ ތައިލެންޑުގެ ބުނިގޮތުގައި މީހުން މުޒާހަރާކުރި
ނޫނެވެ. ސަރުކާރެއް

muzāharā_kuri
demonstration_do.PST.PTCP

mīhun̊
people

buni_gotu-gai
say.PST.PTCP_way-LOC

tailenḍu-ge
Thailand-GEN

boḍu-vazīru-ge
prime-minister-GEN

sarukār=akī
government=COP

qānūnī
legal

sarukār-ek̊
government-INDF

nūn=eve
NEG=END

‘According to the demonstrators, the government of the prime minister of
Thailand is not a legal government.’ (HD)

When the subject of the copula is a demonstrative pronoun, the copula may (as
in 12.88) or may not (as in 12.89) take a negative concord form, which adds -ކީ   -kī to
the demonstrative copula -އީ   -ī. Given that the copula does not immediately precede
the negation in a rhetorically neutral sentence, the -ކީ   -kī is optional—adding it is a
matter of emphasis. The complement of the copula, however, regularly takes negative
concord.

(12.88) އެއީކީދޯ؟ އެހދާުރެއްނޫން
ehā_dur-ek̊_nūn̊
so_far-INDF_NEG

e=ī-kī_dō
DEM3=COP-NEGC=TAG

‘That’s not so far, eh?’ (SC)

(12.89) ނޫނެވެ. ވސަީލަތެއް ވހާަކަދައްކާ ސީދާ އެއީ
e=ī
DEM3=COP

sīdā
straight

vāhaka_dakkā
speech_show.PRS.PTCP

vasīlat-ek̊
means-INDF

nūn=eve
NEG=END

‘That [radio telephone] was not a means of conversing directly.’ (HD)
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ނޫން   nūn̊ may also be used when the main verb is in focus form, if the negation is
included in what is being focused. As in 12.90, the negation itself may be what is fo-
cused, in which case the verb is treated as the complement that takes negative concord.
Focus verbs take -ކީ   -kī as negative concord, as in 12.90 and 12.91.

(12.90) ނޫން. ހުއްޓުވލާނަީކީ ސަރުކާރުން ގެނައުން މީހުން ބޭރު
bēru
foreign

mīhu-n
person-PL

genaum̊
bringing

sarukāru-n
government-PL

huṭṭuvā_lanī-kī
stop.CAUS.CNV_put.PRS.FOC-NEGC

nūn
NEG

‘The government has not stopped the import of foreigners.’ (HD)

(12.91) ނޫނެވެ. ހޭލައެއް އެހވާަރަށް އޮތީކީ ސަރުކާރު މިހރާުގެ
mihāru-ge
now-GEN

sarukāru
government

otī-kī
be(.sitting).PST.FOC-NEGC

e=hā_var-aṣ̊
DEM3=amount_amount-DAT

hē_la-ek̊
consciousness_put.CNV-NEGC

nūn=eve
NEG=END

‘The present government is not that awake.’ (HD)

In 12.92, on the other hand, there is no -ކީ   -kī, but the focused phrase receives
negative concord.

(12.92) ބރާެއްނޫނެވެ. ނުފޫޒާއި ބޭނުންވަނީ ރައްޔިތުން
rayyitun̊
citizens

bēnum̊_vanī
need_be.PRS.FOC

nufūz=āi
influence=CONJ

bār-ek̊_nūn=eve
power-INDF_NEG=END

‘The public do not want influence and power. [Or: What the public wants
is not influence and power]’ (HD)

While it may be tempting to explain the difference between 12.91 and 12.92 as a
matter of scope (the public do want something, it’s just not influence or power), other
examples suggest otherwise. Examples 12.93 and 12.94 contrast in their use of -ކީ   -kī
but not in their use of scope. In 12.93 the president has been given a description of
the situation, but it has not been done well. On the other hand, in 12.94, -ކީ   -kī is
used, even though the government is presumably doing things, so the difference is
one merely of emphasis. Examples 12.93 and 12.94 also demonstrate the use of negative
concord on an adverb.
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(12.93) ނޫނެވެ. ރަނގަޅަކަށް ސިފަކޮށްދެވިފައިއެވަނީ މަންޒަރު މިފަހަރު ނަޝީދަށް ރައީސް
raīs
president

nashīd-aṣ̊
Nasheed-DAT

mi=faharu
DEM1=instance

manzaru
scene

sifa_koṣ̊_devi=fai_e=vanī
shape_do.CNV_is.given.CNV=SUCC_DEM3=be.PRS.FOC
ran̆gaḷ-ak-aṣ̊
good-NEGC-ADV

nūn=eve
NEG=END

‘President Nasheed has not been given a good picture this time.’ (HD)

(12.94) ނޫނެވެ. ރަނގަޅަކަށް ކުރަނީކީ ކަންތައް ސަރުކާރުން ދެކޭގޮތުގައި، އަހަރެން މިހރާު
mihāru
now

aharen̊
1

dekē_gotu-gai
see.PRS.PTCP_way-LOC

sarukāru-n̊
government-PL

kam̊-tak̊
action-PL

kuranī=kī
do.PRS.FOC=NEGC

ran̆gaḷ-ak-aṣ̊
good-NEGC-ADV

nūn=eve
NEG=END

‘As I see it now, the government is not doing things well.’ (HD)

In example 12.95, the focused element specifically does not include the negated
part of the sentence. In other words, the athletes are being given time to rest, rather
than not being given time to rest. In this case the negation is on the focus verb itself,
as it is on finite verbs, described in Section 12.7.3. The focus verb, being nonfinite, does
not require negative concord. More work is needed on the interaction of focus and the
scope of negation.

(12.95) އަރާމް އެކުޅުންތެރިންނަށް ނުވަނީ ހިމަނާފައި ކޭޕްގައި އެކުޅުންތެރިން އަހަރެން
ދިނުމަށް. ވަގުތު ކުރުމުގެގޮތުން

aharen̊
1

e=kuḷum̊teri-n
DEM3=athlete-PL

kēp-gai
camp-LOC

himanā-fai
include.CNV-SUCC

nu=vanī
NEG-be.PRS.FOC

e=kuḷum̊teri-nn-aṣ̊
DEM3=athlete-PL-DAT

arām
rest

kurumu-ge_got-un̊
do.VN-GEN_way-ABL

vagutu
time

dinum-as̊
give.VN-DAT

‘I have not included those athletes in the camp, so as to give them time to
rest.’ (HD)
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Progressive verbs, which look like focus verbs but occur finally, do not take the ނޫން 
 nūn̊ negation.¹⁵ Example 12.96 also shows that progressive verbs often fail to trigger
negative concord, being nonfinite.

(12.96) ޙައްލުނުވަނީއެވެ. މައްސަލަ އަދިވެސް
adi-ves
still-EMPH

massala
problem

h̤allu_nu=vanī=eve
solution_NEG-be.PRS.PROG=END

‘The problem is still not being solved.’ (HD)

12.7.2 Existential negation

Existential sentences are often negated with sentence-final ނެތް   net̊ and no verb. This
negation particle can be translated as ‘there is no(t)’, and it takes the place of any exis-
tential verb in the corresponding positive sentence. Although ނެތް   net̊ was originally an
uninflecting predicator, it has been used to create a true inflecting verb, ނެތެނީ   netenī
‘is absent’, which is used in some contexts in the modern language (Reynolds 2003).
ނެތް   net̊ may be used with either present or past meaning. It has the converb ނެތި   neti
used in subordinate clauses (for which see Section 13.1.2).

The following sentences illustrate the use of ނެތް   net̊. Example 12.98 also illus-
trates negative concord with an infinitive complement. Infinitives undergo stem allo-
morphy in order to take negative concord, losing their final /n/, lengthening the pre-
ceding vowel, and adding -ކަށް   -kaṣ̊. This can be considered the dative unspecified
-އަކަށް   -akaṣ̊ ending (as also used in adverbs and dative nouns), together with assimi-
lation of the suffix vowel to that of the verb.

(12.97) ބޭނުމެއްނެތެވެ. ކޯޓުގެ ޖިނާއީ
jināī
criminal

kōṭu-ge
court-GEN

bēnum-ek̊_net=eve
need-INDF_NEG=END

‘There is no need for a criminal court.’ (HD)

15 A verb with progressive/focus marking may occur just before a final ނޫން   nūn̊, as in 12.90.
In such a case, however, the negation is being focused, so the verb is a focus verb.
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(12.98) ނެތެވެ. ފެންނާކަށް މީހަކު އެހިސާބުގައި އެހެނަސް
ehenas
however

e=hisābu-gai
DEM3=spot-LOC

mīh-aku
person-UNSP

fennā-kas̊
be.seen.INF-NEGC

net=eve
NEG=END
‘However, there was no one to be seen there.’ (PB)

Existential negation can also be used with an infinitive to indicate something that
will not happen. Its use in 12.98 is such a use. In this type of construction ނެތް   net̊
takes person agreement and can be used as a way to refuse doing something, as in
12.99. Thus first-person forms are rather frequent in such constructions.

(12.99) ނެތިން. ދަންނަވކާަށް މިހރާު އެހިޔާލު އެހެންނަމަވެސް
ehen.nama.ves
Nevertheless

e=hiyālu
DEM3=idea

mihāru
now

dannavā-kaṣ̊
tell.INF-NEGC

netim̊
NEG.1

‘Nevertheless, [I] am not going to tell that idea now.’ (HD)

The same type of effect can be obtained by negating the existence of the relevant
action ކަން )  kam̊ ‘action’).

(12.100) ނެތެވެ. ކަމެއް ވަންނާނެ އެތަނަށް ވީމާ
vīmā
therefore

e=tan-aṣ̊
DEM3=place-DAT

vannāne
enter.FUT.PTCP

kam-ek̊
action-INDF

net=eve
NEG=END

‘So [we] will not enter there [lit. So there is no action that will enter
there].’ (PB)

The negative existential ނެތް   net̊ is also used in place of the existential and loca-
tional verbs to negate possession, as in 12.101 through 12.103. The occasional possessor
in the dative case, as in 12.102, takes negative concord, unlike most normal subjects,
while those that take genitive case, as in 12.101, or locative އަތުގައި   atugai ‘in the hand’,
as in 12.103, do not take negative concord.

(12.101) ނެތެވެ. ކުށެއް އެއްވެސް މުވައްޒަފުންގެ އެކަމުގައި
e=kamu-gai
DEM3=action-LOC

muvazzafu-n-ge
employee-PL-GEN

evves
any

kuṣ-ek̊
fault-INDF

net=eve
NEG=END

‘The employees bear no fault in that.’ (HD)
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(12.102) ނުވަތަ ބރާެއް ދަރަޖަދިނުމުގެ ސިޓީއެއްގެ އަތޮޅަށް އައްޑު ނަޝީދަކަށް ރައީސް
ނެތް ޙައްޤެއް

raīs
president

Nashīd-ak-aṣ̊
Nasheed-UNSP-DAT

Aḍḍu_Atoḷ-aṣ̊
Addu.Atoll-DAT

siṭī-ek̊-ge
city-INDF-GEN

daraja_dinumu-ge
status_give.VN-GEN

bār-ek̊
strength-INDF

nuvata
or

h̤aqq-ek̊
right-INDF

net
NEG

‘President Nasheed does not have the power or the right to give Addu
Atoll the status of a city’ (MN)

(12.103) ކޮރަޕޝްަނެއް އެއްވެސް ފައިދާއެއް ނާޖާއިޒު އެއްވެސް އަތުގައި ލީޑރަުންގެ ހޯދި އެވޯޓް
ނެތެވެ. ޑީލެއް އެއްވެސް

e=vōṭ
DEM3=vote

hōdi
obtain.PST.PTCP

līḍaru-n-ge
leader-PL-GEN

atu-gai
hand-LOC

evves
any

nājāizu
illegal

faidā-ek̊
benefit-INDF

evves
any

korupshan-ek̊
corruption-INDF

evves
any

ḍīl-ek̊
deal-INDF

net=eve
NEG=END
‘The leaders who obtained that vote did not have any illegal advantage,
any corruption, any deal.’ (HD)

The negative existential can be used, parallel to the existential/locational verbs,
as a perfect-forming auxiliary.

(12.104) ނެތެވެ. ވެފައެއް ވަޒަންވެރި ބަޔަކު އެހެންރަށެއްގެ އެގޯތތިަކުގައި
e=gōti-taku-gai
DEM3-house.compound-PL-LOC

ehen-raṣ-ek-ge
other-island-INDF-GEN

bayaku
someone

vazan.veri
inhabitant

ve-fai-ek̊
be.CNV-SUCC-NEGC

net=eve
NEG=END

‘No one from another island has settled in those houses.’ (HD)

Negation using existential/locational verbs is also possible. Example 12.105 uses
the descriptive future tense (described for positive sentences in Section 12.2.3), while
12.106 uses focus, two syntactic constructions that call for full verbs.

(12.105) ނުހުންނާނެ. އެއްޗެއްވެސް ފޮތެއް ދެން
den̊
then

fot-ek̊
book-INDF

ecc-ek̊-ves
thing-INDF-EMPH

nu=hunnāne
NEG-be(.standing).FUT.3

‘And there are no books and things.’ (SC)
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(12.106) ހުރީކީނޫނެވެ. މީހަކުވެސް ސަލާމަތްކޮށްދޭނެ
salāmat̊_koṣ̊_dēne
rescue_do.CNV_give.FUT.PTCP

mīh-aku-ves
person-UNSP

hurī-kī_nūn=eve
be(.standing).PST.FOC_NEG=END
‘There was no one who would rescue [him].’ (PB)

Sometimes ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’ is negated to make global statements of non-
existence.

(12.107) ދީނެއްނުވެއެވެ. އެހެން
ehen̊
other

dīn-ek̊_nu=ve=eve
religion-INDF_NEG-be.PRS.3=END

‘There is no other religion.’ (HD)

12.7.3 Verbal sentence negation

Sentences with verbs other than existential/locational and focus verbs are negated
with the negative prefixing particle ނު-   nu- on the verb. The complement of the verb
will take negative concord.

(12.108) ނުވނާެއެވެ. ރަނގަޅެއް ނަތީޖާ
natījā
result

ran̆gaḷ-ek̊
good-INDF

nu=vāne=eve
NEG-be.FUT.3=END

‘The results will not be good.’ (HD)

Although ނު-   nu- is generally prefixed to verbs, the emphatic particle -ވެސް   ves
may intervene between it and a verb, lending a meaning of ‘not even’, as in 12.109. As
12.109 also illustrates, negative sentences tend to be in the simple present, neutralizing
the distinction between past and present tense and between progressive, perfect, and
habitual aspect.

(12.109) ދައްކަމެވެ. ނުވެސް އެފައިސާއެއް އަހަރެން
aharen̊
1

e=faisā-ek̊
DEM3-money-INDF

nu=ves
NEG=EMPH

dakkam=eve
pay.PRS.1=END

‘I didn’t [lit. don’t] even pay that money.’ (HD)

The emphatic particle -މެ   me may also be added to ނު-   nu- to lend emphasis. It
will be paired with a -މެ   me added to the verb (or to ނޫން   nūn̊ or ނެތް   net̊). The emphatic
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word ހިލާ   hilā ‘at all’ may also be used to emphasize negation, with or without the
further addition of ހަމަ   hama ‘just’.

(12.110) ނުމެދޭމެއެވެ. އިސްކަމެއް މބާޮޑު ޙަދީސްތަކަށް ރަސޫލގާެ
rasūl-ā-ge
prophet-DEF-GEN

h̤adīs-tak-aṣ̊
saying-PL-DAT

mā_boḍu
too_big

iskam-ek̊
importance-INDF

nu=me=dē=me=eve
NEG=EMPH=give.PRS.3=EMPH=END
‘[They] are not giving much importance to the Prophet’s sayings.’ (HD)

(12.111) ނުދޭނަމެވެ. ވިޔަކަ އެހެން ހަމަހިލާ
hama_hilā
just_at all

ehen̊
thus

viyaka
allowed

nu=dēnam=eve
NEG=give.FUT.1=END

‘[I/we] won’t allow that at all.’

Although the negative particle ނު-   nu- attaches to verbs of all sorts, including ver-
bal nouns, when verbs work together in a verbal complex it is the inflecting verb—the
light verb, auxiliary, or modal—that receives the negative prefix (usually the last verb
in the complex, unless there is focus). Similarly, in a noun-verb compound, the ނު- 
 nu- attaches to the verb. Example 12.112 shows negation on an auxiliary. The succes-
sive particle on the converb takes negative concord of -އެއް   -ek̊.

(12.112) ނުވެއެވެ. ދީފައެއް ޖަވބާެއް އެއްވެސް އެކަމަށް ސަރުކާރުން ޕކާިސްތާނު ނަމަވެސް
namaves
however

pākistānu
Pakistan

sarukāru-n
government-PL

e=kam-aṣ̊
DEM3-action-DAT

evves
any

jabāb-ek̊
answer-INDF

dī-fa-ek̊
give.CNV-SUCC-NEGC

nu=ve=eve
NEG=be.PRS.3=END

‘However, the Pakistan government has not given any answer to that.’
(HD)

Because verbal complexes are often written without spaces, the written result of
verbal negation is often a ނު-   nu- inside of a long orthographic word, where it can
easily be overlooked by beginning readers of Dhivehi. When the verb is finite, the noun
or adjective of a compound verb will generally take the negative concord, as will the
object of the compound verb.

(12.113) ކުޑައެއްނުކުރެއެވެ. ވަގުތެއް މސަައްކަތުގެ
masakkatu-ge
work-GEN

vagut-ek̊
time-INDF

kuḍa-ek̊_nu=kure=eve
small-INDF_NEG=do.PRS.3=END

‘[They] have not decreased the work time.’ (HD)
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When ނު-   nu- precedes a vowel-initial verb, the /u/ assimilates to the vowel of the
verb, with the result that the vowel becomes long, as in ނާންގާ   nāngā ‘not telling’, from
ނު-   nu- + އަންގާ   angā ‘tell.PRS.PTCP’. Example 12.114 illustrates the assimilation of ނު- 
 nu- to initial /e/.

(12.114) އެއްގޮތަކަށްވެސް. ނޭނގެ ނަމެއް އިގިރޭސި އޭގެ
ē-ge
DEM3-GEN

i[n̆]girēsi
English

nam-ek̊
name-INDF

n=ēn̆ge
NEG=know.PRS.3

ek̊-got-ak-as̊-ves
one-way-UNSP-ADV-EMPH
‘[I] don’t know its English name at all.’ (SC)

Dative, ablative/instrumental, and locative nouns do not occur in the indefinite
inflection. Their negative concord particle is thus always the unspecified suffix. Verbs
that take experiencer dative subjects will usually trigger negative concord on both the
“subject” (in the unspecified dative form) and on the object or other complement.

(12.115) ނޭނގެއެވެ. އަހަންނަކަށް ކިޔައިދޭކަށް ރަނގަޅަށް މިވހާަކަ
mi=vāhaka
DEM1=story

ran̆gaḷ-aṣ̊
good-ADV

kiyai.dē-kaṣ̊
tell.INF-NEGC

ahann-ak-aṣ̊
1-UNSP-DAT

n-ēn̆ge=eve
NEG-know.PRS.3=END
‘I don’t know how to tell this story well.’ (HD)

(12.116) ތަދެއްނުވޭ ވަރަކަށް އެއްވެސް އަޅުގަނޑަކަށް
aḷugan̆ḍ-ak-aṣ̊
1-UNSP-DAT

evves
any

var-ak-aṣ̊
amount-UNSP-DAT

tad-ek̊_nu=vē
pain-INDF_NEG-be.PRS.3

‘I don’t have any pain. [lit., I don’t have pain to any extent.]’ (HD)

Verbs that take both an indirect and a direct object may show negative concord
only on whichever phrase more closely precedes the verb. Compare 12.117 and 12.118.

(12.117) ނުދެއްވި. މައުމޫނަކަށް ޤސާިމް އެފުރުޞަތު އެކަމަކު
ekamaku
but

e=furus̤atu
DEM3=opportunity

qāsim
Qasim

maumūn-ak-aṣ̊
Maumoon-UNSP-DAT

nu=devvi
NEG=give.HON.PST.3
‘But Qasim didn’t give Maumoon that opportunity.’ (HD)
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(12.118) ނުދެއެވެ. އިޖާބައެއް މިދަޢުވަތަށް ވަޒީރުން ނަމަވެސް،
namaves
however

vazīru-n̊
minister-PL

mi=daʿuvat-aṣ̊
DEM1=invitation-DAT

ijāba-ek̊
response-INDF

nu=de=eve
NEG=give.PRS.3=END
‘However, the ministers are not responding to this invitation.’ (HD)

A subject may also take negative concord. So-called dative subjects usually do,
but direct-case subjects sometimes do as well. It is especially likely if the subject is
immediately before the verb, but may also occur elsewhere, as in 12.119, where it carries
an emphatic tone.

(12.119) އަންގަން. ނުވެސް ފުލުހުންނަކަށް އަޅުގަނޑެއް
aḷugan̆ḍ-ek̊
1.DFR-INDF

fuluhu.nn-ak-aṣ̊
police.PL-UNSP-DAT

nu=ves
NEG=EMPH

angam̊
inform.PRS.1

‘I have not even informed the police.’ (HD)

Verbs other than the main verb in the sentence may also be negated. In such cases
the rules of negative concord do not apply, as discussed further in Section 13.1.2.

12.8 Questions and exclamations
This section considers questions and exclamations in Dhivehi. Questions are formed
with one of four interrogative particles. Those of the so-called “wh-” type (which use
words like who, what, when, etc. in English) use interrogative words that start with ކ- 
 k-, cognate with the English wh-words, as set out in Section 6.4. Exclamations may
also use interrogative words, though not always.

12.8.1 Questions

Questions are marked with one of the four interrogative particles, -ތަ   -ta, -ތޯ   -tō, ހޭ 
 hē, and ބާ   baa, which were introduced in Section 9.1.3 and are summarized in Table
12.3.¹⁶ The particles -ތަ   -ta and -ތޯ   -tō are almost invariably written as suffixes on the
preceding word, ހޭ   hē and ބާ   baa less consistently so.

Wh-questions use an interrogative phrase to which a question particle is appended,
while yes/no questions use only the question particle, appended to the predicator or
to the focused element of the sentence. Example 12.120 is the wh-question form of an

16 For the use of -ތޯ   -tō as a complementizer of questioning or doubt, see Section 13.2.1.
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Spoken form Written form Use

-ތަ   -ta Not generally used except
in direct quotes

Basic (spoken) question
particle

-ތޯ   -tō -ތޯއެވެ   -tō-eve (if final) Honorific of -ތަ   -ta, used
as an addressee honorific

ހޭ   hē, ހެއްޔޭ   heyyē ހެއްޔެވެ   heyy-eve Used to repeat or quote a
question or to write a
question that would
otherwise use -ތަ   -ta

ބާ   baa ބވާައެވެ   bāva-eve, ބާއެވެ 
 baa-eve

Used to present
something one is
wondering about

 

Table 12.3: Question particles

equational sentence in informal, spoken style, while 12.121 is the yes/no question form
of a sentence with a predicate adjective, addressed to an addressee meriting honorifics
(whether mid-level or high).

(12.120) ކާކުތަ؟ ކާފފާުޅަކީ ރަސޫލގާެ
rasūl-ā-ge
prophet-DEF-GEN

kāfā-fuḷ=akī
grandfather-HON=COP

kāku=ta
who=Q

‘Who was the Prophet’s grandfather?’ (DT)

(12.121) ރަނގަޅުތޯ؟ އަދިވެސް ގުޅުން ޑީއާރްޕީގެ އަލްހނާްއާއި
alhān-āi
Alhan-SOC

ḍi.ār.pī-ge
DRP-GEN

guḷum̊
tie.VN

adi.ves
still

ran̆gaḷu=tō
good=Q

‘Are the DRP [Dhivehi Rayyithunge Party]’s ties with Alhan still good?’
(HD)

As mentioned in Section 8.3, second-person questions take -ން   -m̊ person mark-
ing on the verb, identical to that of the first person.

(12.122) ބަލައިފިންތަ؟ މިމެޗު އަލީ
alī
Ali

mi=mecu
DEM1=match

balai-fim̊=ta
look.CNV-PRF.2=Q

‘Did you [lit. Ali] watch the match?’ (FW1)
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It is common, but not necessary, for the interrogative phrase of a sentence to be
focused, and thus to occur after the verb (which will be in focus form), at the end of
the sentence. Example 12.123 illustrates this with a sentence containing the particle ބާ 
 baa.

(12.123) ކީއްވެބވާައެވެ! ބަދަލުނުކުރީ އަލިފުއްޓަށް އޮފީސް ރ.އަތޮޅު
Rā
Raa

atoḷū
atoll

ofīs
office

Alifuṭṭ-aṣ̊
Alifushi-DAT

badalu_nu_kurī
change_NEG-do.PST.FOC

kīk̊ve_bāva=eve
why_Q=END
‘Why wasn’t the Raa Atoll office transferred to Alifushi [I wonder]!’ (HD)

The set of examples in 12.124 through 12.126 illustrate the range uses of ހޭ   hē. Exam-
ple 12.124 is a spoken sentence in which the speaker quotes his own question, which
presumably originally contained -ތަ   -ta. Example 12.125 is a line of dialog in a book,
which could still be considered a quotation of a question. Example 12.126 is simply
a written question. It also demonstrates that question marks are not always used for
questions in Dhivehi.

(12.124) ކަމެއްހޭ؟ ކޮންކަހަލަ އަހައިފިން ދެން ބުނީމަ
bunī-ma
say.PST.PTCP-SIML

den̊
then

ahai-fin
ask.CNV-PRF.1

kon_kahala
which_sort

kam-ek̊_hē
action-INDF_Q

‘When [they] said [that], then [I] asked, ‘What sort of activity?’’ (SC)

(12.125) ހެއްޔެވެ؟ ނާންނާނެ ޖިންނިއެއް
jinni-ek̊
genie-INDF

n-ānnāne
NEG-come.FUT.3

heyy=eve
Q=END

‘Won’t a genie come?’ (VN)

(12.126) ހެއްޔެވެ. މނިިސްޓްރީ 22 ބޭނުންވަނީ ދިވެހިރާއްޖެއަށް
divehi_rājje-aṣ̊
Dhivehi_country-DAT

bēnum̊_vanī
need_be.PRS.FOC

22
22

ministrī
ministry

heyy=eve
Q=END

‘Does the Maldives need 22 ministries?’ (HD)

In written questions the question particle often comes last, due to the interroga-
tive phrase often being in focus position. However, in speech the interrogative phrase
is more variable in its placement, and the question particle may thus occur sentence in-
ternally, after whatever element of the sentence is being asked about. In 12.127 the verb
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is last and the interrogative phrase is before it, while in 12.128 it is another sentence
element that is focused.

(12.127) ތިކުރައްވަނީ؟ ކޮންކަމެއްތޯ ތބިޭފުޅުން ދޭތެރޭ މިކަމާ މިހރާު
mihāru
now

mi=kam-ā
DEM1=action-SOC

dēterē
between

ti=bēfuḷu-n̊
DEM2=aristocrat-PL

kon_kam-ek̊-tō
which_action-INDF-Q

ti=kuravvanī
DEM2=do.HON.PRS.PROG

‘What are you honorable people doing about this now?’ (SC)

(12.128) ކާން؟ މިއަދު ހުރީ ކޯޗެއްތަ
kōc[c]-ek̊-ta
what-INDF-Q

hurī
is(standing).PST.FOC

miadu
today

kān̊
eat.INF

‘What is there to eat today?’ (SC)

The interrogative particle -ތަ   -ta may be left off of a wh-question, as the presence
of a ކ-   k-initial interrogative word serves to make clear that it is a question, as in 12.129.
-ތޯ   -tō is not omitted, however, as it is required to set the appropriate honorific tone.
Example 12.129 also shows that ކިހިނެއް   kihinek̊ ‘how, how many’ can function as a
predicate adjective, not requiring a verb.

(12.129) މލާެ؟ މިހރާު ދެން ކިހިނެއް
kihinek̊
how

den̊
then

mihāru
now

māle
Malé

‘So how is Malé now?’ (SC)

12.8.2 Exclamations

Exclamations, as in English (compare What large teeth you have, Grandmother!), may
also use interrogative words of quantity. In 12.130, the interrogative ކިހާ   kihā ‘how
much’ is used; such a sentence ends in the question particle ހޭ   hē.

(12.130) ބަގީޗާއެއްހެއްޔެވެ! ރީތި ކިހާ މިއީ
mi=ī
DEM1=COP

kihā
how.much

rīti
beautiful

bagīcā-ek̊=heyy=eve
garden-INDF=Q=END

‘What a beautiful garden this is!’ (FD)
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Another way of forming an exclamation is with the degree modifier ހދާަ   hāda ‘very
much’, used in combination with the emphatic particle އޭ   -ē.

(12.131) ކުއްޖެކޭ ރަނގަޅު ހދާަ ޙސަަނަކީ ރައްޓެހި ޢަލީގެ އިބުރާހިމާ
iburāhimā
Ibrahim-VOC

ʿalī-ge
Ali-GEN

raṭṭehi
friend

h̤asan=akī
Hassan=COP

hāda
very.much

ran̆gaḷu
good

kujj-ek-ē
child-INDF-EMPH
‘What a good child Hassan’s friend Ali is, Ibrahim’ (D3)

12.8.3 Tag questions

Tag questions (analogous to sentence-final expressions like isn’t it? and don’t you? in
English) are formally expressed with the negative ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘not’ plus a question parti-
cle, as in ނޫންތޯ   nūn̊-tō, ނޫންތަ   nūn̊-ta, or ނޫންހެއްޔެވެ   nūnheyy-eve, or more informally
with -އެއްނު   -ek̊nu (or -އެއްނުން   -ek̊nun̊). Tag question particles do not usually require
negative concord, except when they are appended to negative sentences that end in
the negative particle ނޫން   nūn̊ ‘not’ or the negative existential ނެތް   net̊ ‘there is no(t)’,
as in 12.133. These negative particles take -އެއް   -ek̊ as negative concord. Arguably, how-
ever, -އެއްނު   -ek̊nu contains its own negative concord.

(12.132) ދަނީނޫންތޯ. އެ ހަމަ އެމީހުން އެހެންނަމަވެސް
ehen.nama.ves
nevertheless

e-mīhu-n̊
DEM3-person-PL

hama
just

e
DEM3

danī_nūn̊=tō
go.PRS.PROG=TAG

‘Nevertheless, they just go [on] [causing unrest], don’t they?’ (SC)

(12.133) ނެތެއްނޫންހެއްޔެވެ. މިތާކު ކުރާނެކަމެއް އައިސްގެން މީހަކު އެހެން
ehen̊
other

mīh-aku
person-UNSP

ais=gen̊
come.CNV=SUCC

kurāne_kam-ek̊
do.FUT.PTCP_action-INDF

mi=tā-ku
DEM1=place-UNSP

net-ek̊_nūn̊heyy=eve
NEG-NEGC_TAG=END

‘There is nothing that someone else will come and do here, is there?’ (HD)

(12.134) ނޫނެއްނު. ގޯހެއް އެހާ އެތަން
e-tan̊
DEM3-place

e-hā
DEM3-amount

gōh-ek̊
bad-INDF

nūn̊=ek̊nu
NEG=TAG

‘That place isn’t so bad, is it?’ (SC)
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While the formal tag questions occur at the end of a sentence, -އެއްނު   -ek̊nu may
also appear elsewhere, added to whatever element of the sentence the speaker wants
to emphasize, as in 12.135, which uses the descriptive future discussed in Section 12.2.3.
In a sentence such as 12.135, the listener is not actually being asked to agree, as the use
of the descriptive future implies that the listener has never seen the houses, but some
sort of listener engagement is being solicited.

(12.135) ހުންނާނީ. ރނާާފައެއްނު ރީތިކޮށް
rīti-koṣ̊
pretty-ADV

rānā=fa=ek̊nu
plaster.CNV=SUCC=TAG

hunnānī
be(.standing).FUT.PROG

‘[The houses] will have been nicely plastered, eh?’ (SC)

As mentioned in Section 9.4, -ދޯ   -dō may also be added to the ends of sentences
to solicit the agreement of the listener. The honorific version of -ދޯ   -dō is ދެއްތޯ   dettō.

(12.136) ކެންޑީގަދޯ. އުޅުނީ ހސަަން
hasan
Hassan

uḷunī
live.PST.FOC

kenḍī-ga=dō
Kandy-LOC=TAG

‘Hassan lived in Kandy, didn’t he?’ (SC)

12.9 Commands and requests
The bare imperative (see Section 8.3.4.1) is used for direct commands. In spoken Dhi-
vehi the bare imperative is the same as the third person present, except for the verb
ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’, which has third-person present ދޭ   dē and imperative ދީ   dī. The spo-
ken bare imperative may be encountered in writing in direct quotes, enclosed by quota-
tion marks. However, the use of quotation marks does not guarantee the use of spoken
forms. The bare imperative is blunt and not particularly polite.

(12.137) ސަލާމަތްކުރޭ!“ އަހަރެން މީހަކު ”ކޮންމެވެސް
komme.ves
some.or.other

mīhaku
person.UNSP

aharen̊
1

salāmat̊_kurē
safety_do.IMP

‘“Someone save me!”’ (D3)

When an imperative is quoted or repeated, it takes the quotative form, which adds
the quotative -އޭ   -ē (or the hearsay marker -އޯ   -ō) to the present participle (not to the
third-person present), supplemented with ށ   ṣ.
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(12.138) ހަދާށޭ. އެއްޗެއް ކޮންމެސް ކޮންމެމީހަކުވެސް ބުނާނީ ކައިރީ ހުރިހއާެންމެން
hurihā_emmen̊
all_everyone

kairī
near

bunānī
tell.FUT.FOC

komme_mīh-aku-ves
which_person-UNSP-EMPH

komme_s
which-EMPH

ecc-ek̊
thing-INDF

hadāṣ-ē
make.IMP-QUOT

‘[We] will tell everyone, “Each person make something.”’ (SC)

As written Dhivehi behaves like quoted speech in various respects (such as in the
use of question particles, Section 12.8.1), the written form of the bare imperative is also
a participle that ends in ށ   ṣ, but with the addition of -އެވެ   -eve.

(12.139) ދޭށެވެ. ވޯޓް އަޅުގަނޑަށް
aḷugan̆ḍ-aṣ̊
1.DEFR-DAT

vōṭ
vote

dēṣ=eve
give.IMP=END

‘Vote for me.’ (HD)

The particle ބަލަ   bala is often added to imperatives without much change of mean-
ing from the bare imperative. ބަލަ   bala acts like the main verb of the sentence, in the
sense that the semantically dominant verb will be in the converb form when followed
by ބަލަ   bala. Also, like other imperative verbs, it has a long vowel followed by ށ   ṣ when
it is followed by -އެވެ   -eve, (as in 12.141). But while ބަލަ   bala is clearly derived from the
imperative of ބަލަނީ   balanī ‘looks’, it is no longer the same as the imperative of that
verb, which is ބަލާ   balā, with a long vowel even when not followed by -އެވެ   -eve.

(12.140) އައްސަވަބަލަ. ކައިރީ ބައްޕަ އނާ
ān̆
yes

bappa
father

kairī
near

assava[i]_bala
ask.HON.CNV_IMP

‘Yes, ask Father.’ (SC)

Adding ދީ   dī (the imperative or converb of ދެނީ   denī ‘gives’) makes an imperative
more polite, indicating that the person will be acting for someone else’s benefit.

(12.141) ބުނެދީބަލށާެވެ. ގޮތެއް ނުކުންނާނެ ބޭރަށް އަހަރެން މިތަނުން
mi=tan-un̊
DEM1=place-ABL

aharen̊
1

bēr-aṣ̊
outside-DAT

nukunnāne
go.out.FUT.PTCP

got-ek̊
way-INDF

bune_dī_balāṣ=eve
tell.CNV_give.CNV_IMP=END
‘Please tell me a way I can get out of here.’ (PB)
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The words ނިކަން   nikam̊ or އަޅެ   aḷe may be used as ‘please’, but their use is not as
necessary to politeness as in English.

(12.142) ވސިްނާށެވެ. ނިކަން
nikam̊
please

visnāṣ=eve
think.IMP=END

‘Please think.’ (HD)

(12.143) ބުނެދީބަލށާެވެ. އަޅެ، މިވގާޮތް
mi=vā_got̊
DEM1=be.PRS.PTCP_way

aḷe
please

bune_dī_balāṣ=eve
tell.CNV_give.CNV_IMP=END

‘Please tell [me] how it is.’ (HD)

The suffix -ތި   -ti, attached to the present participle, yields an imperative that gives
instruction or advice rather than an immediate command, as in 12.144. As 12.144 also
illustrates, a negative imperative does not call for negative concord (although its com-
plement may be indefinite for other reasons). According to De Silva, the negative imper-
ative in the -ތި   -ti form means ‘don’t begin to’ rather than ‘stop doing’ (M. W. Sugath-
apala De Silva 1970: 152–153), and speaker assessments tend to corroborate that.¹⁷

(12.144) ނުލތާި. ވޯޓް މައުމޫނަށް ރައީސް ނަމަނަމަ
nama.nama
watch.out

raīs
president

maumūn-aṣ̊
Maumoon-DAT

vōṭ
vote

nu=lā-ti
NEG-put-IMP

‘Watch out, don’t vote for President Maumoon.’ (HD)

Imperatives formed from the verb stem suffixed with -އްޗޭ   -ccē are considered gen-
eral advice rather than direct commands. Reynolds (2003) reports that -އްޗޭ   -ccē is
more polite than -ތި   -ti. However, -އްޗޭ   -ccē may also be the repeated (spoken) form
of the -ތި   -ti imperatives. In 12.145 it is a polite suggestion.

(12.145) ފޭސްބުކަށް. އިނގޭ އަރުވައްޗޭ ފޮޓޯ
fotō
photo

aruva-ccē
hang.on-IMP

in̆gē
DM

fēsbuk-aṣ̊
facebook-DAT

‘Upload photos to Facebook, OK?’ (SC)

The written, sentence-final form of either the -ތި   -ti or the -އްޗޭ   -ccē imperative suf-
fix is -އްޗެވެ   -cceve with the addition of sentence-final -އެވެ   -eve, which also attaches

17 It may be that the -ތި   -ti imperative should be considered a future imperative; arguably,
instruction or advice is something that one should follow in the future.
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to the verb’s present-tense stem (which, unlike the present participle, has a short final
vowel). This written imperative is not terribly common.

(12.146) ހަނދނާްކުރައްޗެވެ!!
han̆dān̊_kura-cc=eve
memory_do.IMP=END
‘Remember!!’ (HD)

The future tense of the verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’ in its modal use (for more on
which see Section 11.3.2.1) may be used to give instructions.

(12.147) އެއްފަރާތުން މަގުގެ ހނިގަންވނާީ އެކަމަކު
ekamaku
but

hin̆gan_vānī
walk.INF_be.FUT.FOC

magu-ge
road-GEN

ek̊-farātu-n
one-side-ABL

‘But [you] should walk on one side of the road.’ (D3)

Imperatives addressed to God take the suffix -ނދޭ   -n̆dē (in spoken form) or -ނދޭވެ 
 -n̆dēve (in written form) attached to the present participle of the (high) honorific verb.

(12.148) ނުބަހައްޓަވނާދޭވެ! މިބިންމަތީގައި އެކަކުވެސް ކާފަރުންގެތެރެއިން
kāfaru-n-ge_terein
infidel-PL-GEN_among

ek-aku=ves
one-UNSP=EMPH

mi=bim̊_matī-gai
DEM1=ground_surface-LOC

nu=bahaṭṭavā-n̆dēve
NEG-leave.HON-DIMP
‘Do not leave a single one among the infidels on this land!’ (HD)

The divine optative, ending in -ށި   -ṣi, expresses a wish that God would do some-
thing.

(12.149) ދެއްވށާިއެވެ! ކާމިޔާބު އޭނާއަށް
ēnā-aṣ̊
3-DAT

kāmiyābu
success

devvā-ṣi=eve
give.HON-DOPT=END

‘May [God] give him success!’ (HD)

(12.150) ލައްވށާިއެވެ! ހެޔޮރަޙްމަތް އެރަދުންނަށް
e=radunn-aṣ̊
DEM3=king-DAT

heyo_rah̤mat̊
good_mercy

lavvā-ṣi=eve
put.HON-DOPT=END

‘May [God] grant the king mercy!’ (HD)
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The hortative adds -އާ   -ā to the first-person present form of the verb. It is also com-
mon to supplement it with ހނިގާ   hin̆gā ‘walk!’, as in 12.151. Example 12.70 is another
example of a hortative sentence.

(12.151) ހނިގާ! ވަޅުލަމާ ބސިްތައް
bis-tak̊
egg-PL

vaḷu_lamā
hole_put.HRT

hin̆gā!
walk.IMP

‘Let’s bury the eggs!’ (EA)





13 Complex Sentences
This chapter turns to complex sentences—those consisting of more than one clause.
Because Dhivehi generally allows at most one finite verb per sentence, all other verbs
in the sentence must be subordinated to that verb (or other main-clause predicator)
in some way. The three main types of subordination that will be discussed here are
clause chaining by means of converbs; clausal complements, which are created with
the use of complementizers and participles; and adverbial clauses, which are created
with participles to which various particles are attached. The use of participial clauses
to modify noun phrases is covered in Section 10.3 but is also relevant to the creation of
clausal complements. The use of infinitives as the complement of other verbs has been
covered in Section 11.3.2, and their use as complements of nouns is in Section 10.4.

Exceptions to the rule limiting finite verbs to one per sentence occur in embedded
questions and in quotes, which are also discussed in this chapter, in Section 13.2.1 and
Section 13.3 respectively.

13.1 Clause chaining
Dhivehi does not co-ordinate verbs or verb phrases. In other words, there is no literal
equivalent of an English sentence such as I went to the store and bought bread, in
which went to the store and bought bread are co-ordinated verb phrases. Instead, Dhi-
vehi uses a technique typical of South Asian languages (Masica 1991: 397–401, Sub-
barao 2008: 73–75) sometimes known as clause chaining, by which clauses headed
by converbs (often called ‘conjunctive participles’) are subordinated to the one main
clause of the sentence, whose verb is the only finite verb allowed in the sentence. In
Dhivehi focus/progressive verbs are also allowed as the main verb. The resulting sen-
tence translates literally as something like ‘Having gone to the store, I bought bread,’
but often a simple ‘and’ is the most natural translation of the link between the two
clauses. The subordinate nonfinite verbs in chained clauses are converbs (presented
in Section 8.3.3.1). In 13.1, for example, there are two instances of the converb ވެ   ve
‘be.CNV’.
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(13.1) އެތައް ބަހަށްވީ ބސަް ވަކި ތަރައްޤީވެ ބަދަލުވެ ބސަް އުޅުނު ވހާަކަދައްކާ މީހުން މި
އެވެ. ތެރޭގަ ޒަމނާެއްގެ ނުވަތަ ވޭލއާެއްގެ

mi
DEM1

mīhu-n̊
person-PL

vāhaka.dakkā
speak.CNV

uḷunu
live.PST.PTCP

bas
language

badalu_ve
change_be.CNV

taraqqī_ve
development_be.CNV

vaki
separate

bas
language

bah-aṣ̊_vī
∼REDUP-DAT_be.PST.FOC

etak̊
many

vēlā-ek̊-ge
time-INDF-GEN

nuvata
or

zamān-ek̊-ge
era-INDF-GEN

terē-ga
inside-LOC

=eve
=END

‘Over many ages or eras, the language they spoke changed and
developed and became various separate languages.’ (DW)

Being nonfinite, a converb does not inflect for tense, aspect, mood, or person. Usu-
ally the tense, mood, and/or aspect may be inferred from the finite verb, as in 13.2, in
which the potential mood of the main verb may be considered to apply to the converb
as well.

(13.2) ކޮށްފނާެއެވެ. ކައިވެނިވެސް ބޭރަށްގޮސް އެމީހުން
e-mīhu-n̊
DEM-person-PL

bēr-aṣ_gos
outside-DAT_go.CNV

kaiveni-ves
marriage-EMPH

koṣ̊-fāne=eve
do.CNV-POT.3=END
‘They might go abroad and even marry.’ (HD)

The relative timing of the action or event of the converb with respect to that of the
finite verb is not fully specified. In the absence of a successive particle (discussed fur-
ther in Section 13.1.1), the action or event of the converb may either temporally precede
that of the main verb, as in 13.2, or be concurrent with it, as in 13.3; but it will not follow
it. Again, note that the future tense and progressive aspect of the main verb apply to
the interpretation of the converb as well.

(13.3) ބޮޑުވނާީއެވެ. އުޅެ މޫދުގައި ވެލތާައް
velā-tak̊
sea.turtle-PL

mūdu-gai
shallow.sea-LOC

uḷe
live.CNV

boḍu_vānī=eve
big_be.FUT.PROG=END

‘The sea turtles will be living in the sea and growing up.’ (EA)

Clause chaining by means of converbs is not restricted to clauses that are being
chained to the main clause of a sentence. Subordinate clauses, such as noun-modifying
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participial clauses, may be chained with each other. In 13.4, for example, the converb
(‘go’) is chained to a participle (‘come’).

(13.4) ފަހަރަކު ކޮންމެ އަންނަ ގެއްށް ގޮސްފައި އަތިރިމައްޗަށް
atiri_macc-aṣ̊
beach_surface-DAT

gos=fai
go.CNV=SUCC

ge-aṣ̊
house-DAT

anna
come.PRS.PTCP

komme
every

fahar-aku
instance-UNSP

‘every time [they] go to the beach and come home’ (VN)

Of the various verb forms, only verbal nouns and infinitives may be co-ordinated
with the nominal co-ordination particle -އާއި   -āi ‘and’ (Section 11.3.2.3). However, even
verbal nouns and infinitives may be chained with converbs. If the action of two verbal
nouns or infinitives occurs sequentially, clause chaining will be used.

(13.5) ޖަވބާެއްދޭށެވެ. ކުރުމަށްފަހު މުރާޖަޢާ ވސިްނާ ރަނގަޅަށް
ran̆gaḷ-aṣ̊
good-ADV

visnā
think.CNV

murājaʿā
check

kurum-aṣ̊_fahu
do.VN-DAT_back

javāb-ek_dēṣ=eve
answer-INDF_give.IMP=END
‘Answer, after thinking carefully and checking [your answer].’ (HD)

While converb constructions can often be translated as co-ordinations with ‘and’,
the relationship between the converb clause will have various translations depending
on context. In some cases, converbs head clauses that serve roles similar to preposi-
tional phrases in English, as discussed in Section 7.1.2.

13.1.1 The successive particles -ފައި   -fai and -ގެން   -gen̊

Often a converb will be marked by either -ފައި   -fai¹ or -ގެން   -gen̊, which Cain and Gair
(2000) call successive particles. These particles serve to disambiguate the relative tim-
ing of the converb and the main verb by making explicit that the action of the converb
precedes that of the main verb. The use of successive particles also helps to unambigu-
ously identify converbs, which is very useful to the learner. While converbs may ap-
pear without successive particles, successive particles only appear on converbs.² The

1 The particle -ފައި   -fai is pronounced as -ފަ   -fa, or sometimes -ފާ   -fā. It is spelled -ފަ   -fa
before a vowel-initial suffix.
2 Occasionally ގެން   gen̊ is the converb of ގަންނަނީ   gannanī ‘take, buy’ (in which use it is usually
spelled ގަނެ   gane) rather than the successive particle, and thus forms such as ލިބިގެންފައި 
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use of successive-marked converbs with auxiliaries in the creation of the perfect aspect
is covered in Section 11.3.1.1. This section considers the use of successive particles in
chained clauses, as in the following examples.

(13.6) ވެއްޓުނެވެ. ކެހިގެން ފޮތިގަނޑު
foti_gan̆ḍu
cloth_piece

kehi=gen̊
slip.off.CNV=SUCC

veṭṭun=eve
fall.PST.3=END

‘The piece of cloth slipped off and fell.’ (VN)

(13.7) ހުއްޓާލީއެވެ. ސަރުކާރުން ގެންގޮސްފައި މިކަން މިހިސާބަށް
mi=hisāb-aṣ̊
DEM1-point-DAT

mi=kam̊
DEM1-action

gengos=fai
take.CNV=SUCC

sarukāru-n̊
government-PL

huṭṭā_lī=eve.
stop.CNV_put.PST.PROG=END
‘The government took this matter to this point and stopped.’ (HD)

In many contexts the difference between -ގެން   -gen̊ and -ފައި   -fai is hard to pin
down, but some general guidelines may be stated. As Cain and Gair point out, if the
patient of the converb is still with the agent during the action of the main verb, -ގެން 
 -gen̊ will be used instead of -ފައި   -fai (Cain and Gair 2000: 42). In 13.8, for example, the
agent picks beans and carrots and brings them back with him. This use of -ގެން   -gen̊
is presumably related to its historical derivation from the verb ގަންނަނީ   gannanī ‘take,
get, buy’.

(13.8) ގެނެސްފާނަމޭ ބިނދެގެން ތޮޅި ކެރެޓާއި އެތަނުން ދަނޑަށްވަދެ އަހަރެން އަދި
ބުންޏެވެ.

adi
also

aharen̊
1

dan̆ḍ-aṣ_vade
field-DAT_enter.CNV

e-tanu-n
DEM3-place-ABL

kereṭ-āi
carrot-CONJ

toḷi
bean

bin̆de=gen
pick.CNV-SUCC

genes-fānam-ē
bring.CNV-POT.1-QUOT

buññ=eve
say.PST.3=END

‘And [he] said, “I might enter the field and pick carrots and beans from
there and bring [them].”’ (PB)

The continued relationship between the action of the main verb and the patient of
the converb may be why the habitual aspect use of އުޅެނީ   uḷenī ‘lives, exists’, discussed

 libi-gen-fai ‘receive-take-SUCC’ are possible. In either case, what precedes the ގެން   gen̊ is a
converb, as is what precedes the -ފައި   -fai. Historically, the successive particle -ގެން   -gen̊ is
derived from the converb of ގަންނަނީ   gannanī (Cain and Gair 2000: 43).



Clause chaining | 295

in Section 11.3.1.1, uses -ގެން   -gen̊ instead of -ފައި   -fai. An action that is habitually per-
formed may be perceived as remaining with the agent. An example is given in 13.9.
Conversely, the perfect aspect use of other existential verbs, also discussed in Section
11.3.1.1, usually uses -ފައި   -fai instead of -ގެން   -gen̊, as exemplified in 13.10, but will
use -ގެން   -gen̊ in cases where a continued presence of the patient is perceived. Thus in
13.11, the person still had the mike in his hand at the time being spoken of.

(13.9) ތިއުޅެނީ. ގަނެގެނެއްނު ކުކުޅު މގާިނައިން ހސަަން
hasan
Hassan

mā_ginai-n
too_many-ADV

kukuḷu
chicken

gane-gen-ek̊nu
buy-SUCC-TAG

ti-uḷenī
DEM2-live.PRS.CONT

‘You [lit. Hassan] have been buying too much chicken, haven’t you?’ (SC)

(13.10) އަކުރުންނެވެ. ދިވެސް ލިޔެފައިވަނީ އޭތި
ēti
DEM3.thing

liye=fai_vanī
write.CNV=SUCC_be.PRS.FOC

dives
Dives

akuru-nn=eve
Akuru-ABL=END

‘It is written in Dives Akuru [the script superseded by Thaana].’ (HD)

(13.11) ހުންނަނީ. ހިފައިގެން މައިކް އެއްއަތުން ހުންނައިރުވެސް ބަނދެގެން ހަށަން
haṣan̊
prayer.position

ban̆de=gen̊
build.CNV=SUCC

hunna_iru=ves
be(.standing).PRS.PTCP_time=EMPH

ek̊_atu-n̊
one_hand-ABL

maik
mike

hifai=gen̊
grasp.CNV=SUCC

hunnanī
be(.standing).PRS.PROG

‘When [he] had crossed his arms [to pray], [he] took the mike in one hand.’
(HD)

Cain and Gair also point out that if the subject of the converb-headed clause is
different from the subject of the main clause, -ގެން   -gen̊ will again be used instead of
-ފައި   -fai (Cain and Gair 2000: 42). Dhivehi is unusual among Indo-Aryan languages,
but like Sinhala, in allowing clauses connected with a converb to have different sub-
jects (Masica 1991: 400, Taylor 2006: 417). In technical terms, -ގެން   -gen̊ behaves as
a switch-reference marker in these constructions. More accurately, perhaps, -ފައި   -fai
acts as a same-reference marker, as -ގެން   -gen̊ does not require a switch-reference inter-
pretation but -ފައި   -fai requires a same-reference interpretation. In 13.12, ‘father’ is the
sociative-marked object of the converb clause, but also the subject of the main clause.
Because the subjects of the two clauses are different, -ގެން   -gen̊ and not -ފައި   -fai is
used. Example 13.12 contrasts with 13.13, uttered in the same conversation, in which
the subject of ‘leave’ and the subject of ‘go’ are the same. This difference in use be-
tween -ފައި   -fai and -ގެން   -gen̊ helps to make the identity of referents clear in the face
of rampant null arguments and little verbal agreement in the language.
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(13.12) ބުންޏޭ. ދިމވާެގެން ބައްޕައާ
bappa-ā
father-SOC

dimā_ve=gen
direction_be.CNV=SUCC

buññ=ē
say.PST.3=EMPH

‘[I] met Dad, and [he] told [me].’ (SC)

(13.13) އިނގޭ. ދނާަން ކާރުބާއްވފާަ ތިގޭދޮށުގަ އެހެންވީރު
ehenvīru
so

ti=gē_doṣu-ga
DEM2=house_near-LOC

kāru_bāvvā=fa
car_leave.CNV=SUCC

dānam̊
go.FUT.1

in̆gē
DM

‘So [I] will leave the car at your house and go [from there], OK?’ (SC)

The successive particle -ގެން   -gen̊ has a few other special uses. The semantic re-
lationship between the subordinate clause and the main clause in clause chaining is
not restricted to simple coordination. In 13.14, for example, the converb ވެ   ve ‘be.CNV’
presents an intention that is the motivation for the action of the main verb. An inten-
tion converb clause of this type is marked with -ގެން   -gen̊.³ (For more on the use of ވަނީ 
 vanī ‘is, becomes’ to introduce intentions, see Section 11.3.2.1.)

(13.14) ގަތެވެ. ދުއްވައި ޕިލާސީ ދުވެފިލާންވެގެން އަވަސްއަވަހަށް
avas∼avah-aṣ̊
quick∼REDUP-ADV

duve_filān̊_ve-gen
run.CNV_hide.INF_be.CNV-SUCC

pilāsī
Pilaasee

duvvai
run.CAUS.CNV

gat=eve
take.PST.3=END

‘Wanting to quickly run and hide, Pilaasee took off running.’ (PB)

In some cases, a converb clause with -ގެން   -gen̊ is an adverbial. At least some of
these, such as the އާދަވެގެން   āda_ve-gen̊ ‘often’ in 13.15, appear to be lexicalized. An-
other example is arguably ގުޅިގެން   guḷi-gen̊ ‘together’ [lit. ‘having been joined’], illus-
trated below in 13.28.

3 At first glance, it may seem that in a sentence like 13.14, the temporal order of the verbs is
reversed, in that Pilaasee took off running before he hid. However, the ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’
before the -ގެން   -gen̊ indicates that he wanted to run and hide, which occurred before he set off
running.
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(13.15) ކަމެކެވެ. ކުރާ އާދަވެގެން ކުދިން ދެ އެ ކަމަކީ އެ
e
DEM3

kam-akī
action-COP

e
DEM3

de
two

kudin̊
children

āda_ve=gen̊
habit_be.CNV=SUCC

kurā
do.PRS.PTCP

kam-ek=eve
action-INDF=END

‘That was something those two children often did.’ (VN)

13.1.2 Negation of chained clauses

When the converbs of chained clauses are negated, negative concord is not required,
since the converbs are not in finite clauses.

(13.16) ދެއްވށާެވެ! ތޞަްދީޤުކޮށް ލސަްނުކޮށް ދެން
den̊
then

las_nu=koṣ̊
delay_NEG=do.CNV

tas̤dīqu_kos̊
ratification_do.CNV

devvāṣ=eve
give.HON.IMP=END

‘Then don’t delay, ratify [it]!’ (HD)

The negative existential ނެތް   net̊ has a converb, ނެތި   neti, which may participate
in clause chaining.

(13.17) ނެތިގެން އަޣުލަބިއްޔަތު ދެމަޖިލީހުގެ ޕާޓީގެއަތުގައި ވެރިކަންކުރާ ކުއްލިއަކަށް
ކުރިމަތިވެއްޖެއެވެ. މައްސަލަތަކެއް

kulli.ak.aṣ̊
suddenly

verikam̊_kurā
leadership_do.PRS.PTCP

pāṭī-ge_atu-gai
party-GEN_hand-LOC

de_majilīhu-ge
two_parliament-GEN

aghulabiyyatu
majority

neti=gen̊
NEG.CNV-SUCC

massala-tak-ek̊
problem-PL-INDF

kurimati_ve-jje=eve
face_be.CNV-PERF.3=END

‘Suddenly the ruling party did not have the majority in the two
parliaments, and [it] has faced problems.’ (HD)

13.2 Clausal complements
Verbs such as say, think, and hope often take clausal complements in English. In other
words, what is said, thought, or hoped may be a full clause in English (as in John said
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that he was hungry). In Dhivehi, verbs technically take noun phrases as their comple-
ments, not clauses. However, certain nouns may act as complementizers. These nouns
in turn take participial clauses, which fill the role of the clausal complement.

Which noun is used as a complementizer depends largely on the verb. The most
common complementizer is ކަން   kam̊ ‘action’, in various of its case forms. The verbs
ބުނަނީ   bunanī ‘says’, ވިދާޅުވަނީ   vidāḷu-vanī ‘says (hhon)’, އުންމީދުކުރަނީ   ummīdu-kuranī
‘hopes’, ީވސިްނަނ  visnanī ‘thinks’, and ދެކެނީ   dekenī ‘sees’ take ކަމަށް   kamaṣ̊ ‘action.
DAT’, as in 13.18, or sometimes ކަމުގައި   kamugai ‘action.LOC’.

(13.18) ކުރަން އުންމީދު ވަރަށްބޮޑަށް ލިބޭނެކަމަށް އެވޯޑް މިއަހަރު
mi=aharu
DEM1=year

evōḍ
award

libēne_kam-aṣ̊
receive.FUT.PTCP_COMP

varaṣ̊_boḍaṣ̊
very_big-ADV

ummīdu
hope

kuram̊
do.PRS.1
‘[I/we] very much hope that [I/we] will receive the award this year.’ (HD)

The clausal complement may come before or after the subject of the sentence, de-
pending on the intended rhetorical effect. It may also come after the verb, if the verb
is in focus form, as in 13.19.⁴

(13.19) ގނިައަދަދެއްގެ އަތުގައި އެމީހުންގެ ބުނެފައިވަނީ އިން ހޒިުބުالله ނަމަވެސް އެހެން
ކަމުގައެވެ. އެބަހުރި ރޮކެޓް

ehen̊-
never.-

namaves
the.less

hizubu-allah
Hezbollah

-in
-PL

bune=fai_vanī
say.CNV=SUCC_be.PRS.FOC

e=mīhu-n-ge
DEM3-person.PL-GEN

atu-gai
hand-LOC

gina_adad-ek-ge
many_amount-INDF-GEN

rokeṭ
rocket

eba_huri
CONT-be(.standing).PST.PTCP

kamuga=eve
COMP=END

‘Nevertheless, Hezbollah has said that they have a large quantity of
rockets.’ (HD)

When two complementizers are called for in a single sentence, and one occurs
inside the other’s clause, as in example 13.20 (notice the two that’s in the English
translation), usually one will be ކަމަށް   kamaṣ̊ ‘action.DAT’ and the other will be ކަމުގައި 
 kamugai ‘action.LOC’. If, on the other hand, there are two equal complements (as in
‘said that X and that Y’), usually the same complementizer, most often ކަމަށް   kamaṣ̊

4 Example 13.19 has extra spaces, separating the morphemes of some of the words. These are
indicated by the use of hyphens in addition to the spaces in the Romanization and gloss lines.
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‘action.DAT’, will be used for both, with the addition of the co-ordinating particle -އާއި 
 -āi ‘and’ on the first one (see example 13.21). However, mismatched complementizers
are sometimes also used.

(13.20) ކަމަށް ކުޑަވނާެ ފައިދާ ކުރާ ދުނިޔެއަށް މސަައްކަތުން މިކުރާ ރާއްޖެއިން
ވިދާޅުވިއެވެ. ރައީސުލްޖުމްހޫރިއްޔާ ކަމުގައިވެސް ދެކެވަޑައިނުގަންނަވާ

rājje-in̊
country.PL

mi=kurā
DEM=do.PRS.PART

masakkatu-n̊
work-ABL

duniye-aṣ̊
world-DAT

kurā
do.PRS.PTCP

faidā
benefit

kuḍa_vāne
small_be.FUT.PTCP

kamaṣ̊
COMP

deke-vaḍai_nu=gannavā
see.CNV-HHON_NEG=HON

kamugai=ves
COMP=also

raīs.ul.jumhūriyyā
president.of.the.republic

vidāḷu.vi=eve
say.HHON.PST.3=END

‘The President also said that he doesn’t see that the benefit to the world of
the work the country is doing will be small.’ (HD)

(13.21) ހިމެނޭކަމަށް ޑޮލަރު މިލިއަން 250 އޭގައި ކޮންޓްރެކްޓެއްކަމަށާއި، ވަރަށްބޮޑު އެއީ
ވިދާޅުވިއެވެ.

e=ī
DEM3=COP

varaṣ̊_boḍu
very_big

konṭrekt-ek̊_kamaṣ=āi
contract-INDF_COMP=CONJ

ē-gai
DEM3-LOC

250
250

milian̊
million

ḍolaru
dollar

himenē_kamaṣ̊
be.included.PRS.PTCP_COMP

vidāḷu.vi=eve
say.HHON.PST.3=END

‘[The president] said that it is a very big contract and that 250 million
dollars are included in it.’ (HD)

As 13.21 also demonstrates, there is no constraint against the occurrence of the
copula inside a clausal complement, as it is not a finite verb.

The verb އެނގެނީ   en̆genī ‘knows’ takes direct-case ކަން   kam̊ ‘action’ as a comple-
mentizer. The subject of އެނގެނީ   en̆genī will be in the dative case (though see Section
12.4.5 for a discussion of whether such a noun phrase is actually a subject), while the
verbs that take ކަމަށް   kamaṣ̊ ‘action.DAT’ or ކަމުގައި   kamugai ‘action.LOC’ have direct-
case subjects in their active forms. Example 13.22 is an example with a dative subject
and a direct-case complementizer.

(13.22) ނޭގުނެވެ. ގަހެއްކަމެއް ކޮންކަހަލަ އެއީ ޕިލާސީއަކަށް
pilāsī-ak-aṣ̊
Pilaasee-UNSP-DAT

e=ī
DEM3=COP

kon̊_kahala
which_kind

gah-ek̊_kam-ek̊
plant-INDF_COMP-INDF

n=ē[n̆]gun=eve
NEG=know.PST.3=END

‘Pilaasee didn’t know what kind of plant it was.’ (PB)



300 | Complex Sentences

Example 13.22 also illustrates the fact that when the finite verb is negated, the
complementizer (as a noun and the head of the complement) takes negative concord.
The dative subject usually also takes negative concord. If the negation is inside the
complement clause, however, the nonfinite verb does not require negative concord, as
in 13.23. It is important to note, however, that nouns in the scope of negation are often
semantically indefinite, and will therefore often be in the indefinite (or unspecified)
form in such contexts anyway, as in 13.24. True negative concord, by contrast, also
occurs on proper names, pronouns, adjectives, and subordinate verb forms, none of
which otherwise take indefinite inflection.

(13.23) ބުނެފައެވެ. އެވަނީ ސިފައިން މިއަދު ނުކުރާކަމަށް ތަޙްޤީޤުވެސް އެކަން
e=kam̊
DEM3=action

tah̤qīqu=ves
investigation=EMPH

nu=kurā_kamaṣ̊
NEG=do.PRS.PTCP_COMP

miadu
today

sifai-n̊
military-PL

e=vanī
DEM3=be.PRS.FOC

bune=fa=eve
say.CNV=SUCC=END

‘The military have said today that [they] are not even investigating that
matter.’ (HD)

(13.24) ވިދާޅުވިއެވެ. ޞޯދިގު ނުކުރާކަމަށްވެސް މިފަދަކަމެއް ފުލުހުން
fuluhu-n̊
police-PL

mi=fada_kam-ek̊
DEM1=manner_action-INDF

nu=kurā_kamaṣ̊=ves̊
NEG=do.PRS.PTCP_COMP=EMPH

s̤ōdigu
Soadiq

vidāḷu.vi=eve
say.HHON.PST.3=END

‘Soadiq also said that the police do not do such things.’ (HD)

The noun ވހާަކަ   vāhaka ‘speech’ may also serve as a complementizer. Although
variously translated as ‘speech’ or ‘story’, ވހާަކަ   vāhaka basically means something that
is said or a piece of discourse. Thus it is used with verbs of speech and the hearing of
speech.
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(13.25) އިންވޮއިސް ވަގު އޮޅުވލާައިގެން އަގު އިންވޮއިސްގެ މުދަލުގެ އމިްޕޯޓްކުރާ ރާއްޖެއަށް
އވިެއެވެ. ހަދާވހާަކަ

rājje-aṣ̊
country-DAT

impōṭ_kurā
import_do.PRS.PTCP

mudalu-ge
goods.GEN

invois-ge
invoice-GEN

agu
price

oḷuvā_lai=gen̊
confuse.CNV_put.CNV=SUCC

vagu
false

in̊vois
invoice

hadā_vāhaka
make.PRS.PTCP_COMP

ive=eve
is.heard.PRS.3=END
‘[It] is heard that the invoice prices of goods being imported to the
Maldives are disguised and false invoices are made.’ (HD)

The noun ތަން   tan̊ ‘place’ may also serve as a complementizer, when the verb is one
of appearing or seeing, as in 13.26. The particle -ތީ   -tī, which usually marks a reason
(see Section 13.4.3), may serve as a complementizer in the same contexts in literary
style, as in 13.27.

(13.26) އެބަފެނެއެވެ. ދިގުވތާަން ސުވލާު ޖަވބާަށްވުރެ ބައެއްފަހަރަށް، ނަމަވެސް،
namaves,
however

baek̊.fahar-aṣ̊,
sometimes-ADV

javāb-aṣ̊=vure
answer-DAT=compared.to

suvālu
question

digu_vā_tan̊
long_be.PRS.PTCP_COMP

eba=fene=eve
CONT=appear.PRS.3=END

‘However, sometimes it seems that the question is longer than the answer.’
(HD)

(13.27) ނުފެނެއެވެ. ކުރާތީއެއް މސަައްކަތް އޮބަހައްޓަން އިންފްލޭޝަން ޕީއޭއިން އެކަމަކު،
ekamaku,
but

pī.ē-in̊
PA-PL

inflēshan̊
inflation

obahaṭṭan̊
control.INF

masakkat̊
work

kurā=tī-ek̊
do.PRS.PTCP=COMP-NEGC

nu=fene=eve
NEG=appear.PRS.3=end

‘But it doesn’t seem that the PA [People’s Alliance] is trying to control
inflation.’

The verb ހީވަނީ   hīvanī ‘thinks’ takes the particle -ހެން   -hen̊ ‘as if, in the manner’ as
a complementizer.



302 | Complex Sentences

(13.28) ރަގަޅު ސީޒަނުގައި މި ގުޅިގެން ސަޕޯޓަރުން ކުޅުންތެރނިްނާއި ހީވަނީ އަހަންނަށް
ދނާެހެން ހޯދި ކާމިޔާބެއް

ahann-aṣ̊
1-DAT

hīva-nī
think.PRES-FOC

kuḷum̊teri-n̊n-āi
player-PL-SOC

sapōṭaru-n̊
supporter-PL

guḷi=gen̊
join.CNV=SUCC

mi
DEM1

sīzanu-gai
season-LOC

ra[n̆]gaḷu
good

kāmiyāb-ek̊
success-INDF

hōdi
achieve.PRS.PTCP

dāne=hen̊
go.FUT.PTCP=COMP

‘I think that the players and supporters together can achieve a good
success this season’ (HD)

The tense of participial complement clauses does not shift to match the tense of
the finite clause. In other words, the tense will be the one appropriate at the time of the
experience, unlike in English, where a shift backward occurs in sentences in which the
finite clause verb is in the past tense, as in Martha said shewould come or Jack thought
he was in danger. Thus in 13.29 the participles that the complementizers introduce are
in the future tense, calibrated to the time of the promise, and the other participles are
in the present tense, calibrated to the time when Mother says it.

(13.29) ބުނާކަމެއް ނުކުރަން މަންމަ ހަދާނެކަމަށާއި، ދެން ބުނާގޮތެއް މަންމަ އަދި
ވަޢުދުވިއެވެ. ނުކުރނާެކަމަށް

adi
also

mamma
mother

bunā_got-ek̊
say.PRS.PTCP_way-INDF

den̊
then

hadāne_kamaṣ=āi,
make.FUT.PTCP_COMP=CONJ

mamma
mother

nu=kuran̊
NEG=do.INF

bunā_kam-ek̊
say.PRS.PTCP_action-INDF

nu=kurāne_kamaṣ̊
NEG=do.FUT.PTCP_COMP

vaʿudu_vi=eve
promise_be.PST.3=END
‘And [he] promised that [he] would do [lit ‘make’] what Mother said and
would not do what Mother said not to do.’ (PB)

13.2.1 Embedded questions

Clausal complements that express an element of doubt or indirectly ask a question
use the complementizer particle -ތޯ   -tō. This particle is homophonous with the hon-
orific question particle but is not itself honorific in its usage. Unlike most other clausal
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complements, complement clauses with -ތޯ   -tō may contain finite verbs as predica-
tors. This is illustrated in 13.30, in which the verb ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’ occurs in its
third-person present form. As illustrated by 13.31 through 13.33, translation into En-
glish of embedded clauses headed by -ތޯ   -tō often requires the addition of something
like ‘to see’ or ‘in order to find out’, which is implied in Dhivehi by the -ތޯ   -tō. Further
examples of the use of -ތޯ   -tō are in 13.34 and 13.35.

(13.30) ކުރާނަން. މސަައްކަތް ވަރަށް މޮޅުވޭތޯ މެޗުން ޗެލްސީ
celsī
Chelsea

mecu-n̊
match-ABL

moḷu_vē=tō
excellent_be.PRS.3=QCOMP

varaṣ̊
very

masakkat̊
work

kurānam̊
do.FUT.1
‘[We] will try very hard to win the Chelsea match.’ (HD)

(13.31) ހޯދާންފެއްޓިއެވެ. އޮތްތޯ ގޮތެއް އެއްވެސް ސަލާމަތްވނާެ އަދި
adi
also

salāmat̊_vāne
safety_be.FUT.PTCP

evves̊
any

got-ek̊
way-INDF

ot̊=tō
be(.lying).PST.3=QCOMP

hōdān̊_feṭṭi=eve
seek.INF_begin.PST.3=END
‘And [he] began to search [to see] if there was any way to escape.’ (PB)

(13.32) ބަލށާެވެ! ކޮންކަމެއްތޯ ކޮށްދޭނީ ޤައުމަށް ތިމާ
timā
one

qaum-aṣ̊
nation-DAT

koṣ̊_dēnī
do.CNV_give.FUT.FOC

kon̊_kam-ek̊=tō
which_action-INDF=QCOMP

balāṣ=eve
look.IMP=END
‘Look [to see] what you yourself will do for [your] country!’ (HD)

(13.33) ކުޑަކުރެވޭތޯ. ވީހވާެސް މިބަލނަީ އަޅުގަނޑުމެން
aḷugan̆ḍu-men̊
1-PL

mi=balanī
DEM1=look.PRS.FOC

vīhā.ves
as.much.as.possible

kuḍa_kurevē=tō
small_be.done.PRS.3=QCOMP
‘We are looking [to see] if [it] is being reduced as much as possible.’ (HD)
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(13.34) އެވެ. ހނިގައްޖެ އެތަނަށް ބަލލާހާިތުން ކޮންއެއްޗެއްތޯ އެއީ ދެން
den̊
then

e=ī
DEM3=COP

kon̊_ecc-ek̊=tō
which_thing-INDF=QCOMP

balā_lā_hitu-n̊
look.CNV_put.PRS.PTCP_heart-ABL

e=tan-aṣ̊
DEM3=place-DAT

hin̆ga-jje
walk.CNV-PRF

eve
END
‘Then, wanting to see what it was, [he] walked over there.’ (PB)

(13.35) އުފެދެއެވެ. ސުވލާު ޙައިސިއްޔަތަކުންތޯ ކޮން
kon̊
which

h̤aisiyyat-ak-un̊=tō
means-UNSP-ABL=QCOMP

suvālu
question

ufede=eve
is.created.PRS.3=END

‘The question arises, by what means?’ (HD)

13.3 Quotes
English contrasts the quotation of direct speech with indirect or reported speech. Di-
rect speech is presented with the same syntax as it was originally spoken with, such
as in the I am hungry in John said, “I am hungry.” Indirect speech adjusts the syntax
of the utterance to the context in which it is reported, as in the he was hungry in John
said he was hungry. Dhivehi, by contrast, has three or four levels of presenting what
someone has said.

The least direct way of reporting what has been said is by the use of clausal com-
plements, as presented in Section 13.2 and illustrated in examples such as 13.19 and
13.24. These clausal complements do not have finite verbs (and therefore have no per-
son marking) and are embedded inside a phrase headed by a complementizer as other
clausal complements are.

The other strategies for reporting speech largely maintain the syntax of the origi-
nal utterance. The quotative marker އޭ   -ē marks a more or less direct quote of something
the speaker is relatively certain of and/or has personal experience of. Thus it combines
the function of a quotative marker and an evidential marker, both marking an utter-
ance as quoted speech and indicating what speaker’s evidence for the quote is—in this
case, personal experience. Repeating one’s self, such as when one repeats a command
or instruction, also calls for އޭ   -ē (as also discussed in Section 8.3.4.1). Quotes with އޭ   -ē
may be considered repetitions of something that has been said. However, exact quota-
tion or repetition is not required. Although the person agreement (and the tense or im-
perative mood, as the case may be) of the original utterance is retained in a quotation
the pronoun identity is not always. If the original utterance contained a first-person
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pronoun, this may be replaced with the logophoric pronoun ތިމަންނަ   timanna (or its
plural ތިމަންނަމެން   timannamen̊), for more on which see Section 6.2.3.⁵

The following examples illustrate the use of the direct quotative marker އޭ   -ē. Ex-
ample 13.36 uses no subject pronoun in the quote, 13.37 uses the logophoric pronoun,
and 13.38 uses the regular first-person pronoun.

(13.36) ދނާަމޭ. ތީގަ އނާ ބުނެފިން ވނާެތީ މަޖާކަމަކަށް ވަރަށް ދެން އެހެންވީމަ
ehen.vī.ma
therefore

den̊
then

varaṣ̊
very

majā_kam-ak-aṣ̊
fun_action-UNSP-DAT

vāne=tī
be.FUT.PTCP=RSN

bune-fim̊
say.CNV-PRF.1

ān̆
yes

tī-ga
DEM2-LOC

dānam=ē
go.FUT.1=QUOT

‘So then, because it would be a lot of fun, I said, “Yes, [I] will go there.”’
(SC)

(13.37) ހިޓްލަރެވެ. އެޑޯލްފް ބުނީ ނެތޭ“ އެކަކުވެސް ބިރުގަންނަ ”ތިމަންނަ
timanna
LOG

biru_ganna
fear_take.PRS.PTCP

ek-aku=ves
one-UNSP=EMPH

net=ē
NEG=QUOT

bunī
say.PST.FOC

eḍolf
Adolf

hiṭlar=eve
Hitler=END

‘“There is no one that I fear,” said Adolf Hitler’ (HD)

(13.38) އަންނާނަމޭ. އަހަރެން ބުނީ އައިޝާ
aishā
Aisha

bunī
say.PST.FOC

aharen̊
1

annānam=ē
come.FUT.1=QUOT

‘Aisha said, ”I will come”.’ (FW1)

The quotative marker -އޯ   -ō marks a quote that the speaker is less certain of or
that the speaker feels somewhat more distant from. It may be hearsay, for example.
Such quotes may be considered reports of something that has been said rather than
direct repetitions. In many of its uses the particle -އޯ   -ō, like އޭ   -ē, functions as both a
quotative marker and an evidential marker, with the evidential weight in the case of -އޯ 
 -ō being that the speaker’s evidence for the quote is not direct. However, the reporting
of hearsay is not the only function of -އޯ   -ō. Sometimes އޭ   -ē and -އޯ   -ō are used together

5 Lum (n.d.) reports that as an alternative to the logophoric pronoun, a third-person pronoun
may be used while maintaining the first person of the verb, giving Dhivehi ‘biperspective’
speech in the terminology of Evans (2012). My own fieldwork data is equivocal on this point,
pointing to possible inter-speaker differences. More work is needed on this topic.
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in quoting a conversation, އޭ   -ē for when the speaker quotes him- or herself, and -އޯ   -ō
for when the speaker quotes the other person. In other contexts, the -އޯ   -ō may be used
to introduce a quotation within a quotation. The generalization to be made is that -އޯ 
 -ō marks a quote that is farther removed from the present speaker or from the present
utterance than އޭ   -ē does. The following examples illustrate the use of the distancing
quotative marker -އޯ   -ō. In 13.40 the -އޯ   -ō is used because it is embedded within a
quote (set off with quotation marks in this example rather than with އޭ   -ē).

(13.39) އަންނާނެޔޯ އައިޝާ ވަހީދުކައރިީގައި ބުނީ އަލީ
alī
Ali

bunī
say.PST.FOC

vahīdu_kairī-gai
Waheed_near-LOC

aishā
Aisha

annāne=yo
come.FUT.3=QUOT

‘Ali said to Waheed, “[They say] Aisha will come”.’ (FW1)

(13.40) ކާން.“ ފރާޮށި އަންނާށޯ ބުނީ ”މަންމަ
mamma
mother

bunī
say.PST.FOC

annāṣ-ō
come.IMP-QUOT

fā.roṣi
toast.biscuit

kān̊
eat.INF

‘“Mother said, ‘Come eat the toast biscuits.’”’ (HV)

A further marker, -އޯލަ   -ōla, is sometimes used to mean that the speaker has heard
something said but does not agree with it.

(13.41) ކޮރަޕްޓޯލައެވެ. އެންމެންވެސް ނޫނީ ޔާމީނު
yāmīnu
Yameen

nūnī
except

emmen̊=ves
everyone=EMPH

korapṭ=ōla=eve
corrupt=QUOT=END

‘Everyone except Yameen is corrupt (they say).’ (HD)

The use of a quotative marker triggers the form of the imperative that ends in a
long vowel plus ށ   ṣ, as in 13.42, and as also described in Section 8.3.4.1 and Section
12.9.

(13.42) އަންނާށޭ. ކޮންމެރެޔަކުވެސް ކުޅެންބޭނުމިއްޔާ ބުނެފައެބައިން އެމީހުން
e=mīhu-n̊
DEM3=person.PL

bune=fa_eba_in̊
say.CNV=SUCC_CONT_be(.sitting).PST.3

kuḷen_bēnum-iyyā
play.INF_want-COND

komme_re-aku=ves
any_night-UNSP=EMPH

annāṣ=ē
come.IMP=QUOT

‘They have said, “If [you] want to play, come any evening.”’ (SC)

As 13.43 shows, in speech the verb is not necessarily the constituent that receives
the quotative marker, although it often is.
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(13.43) ބޭނުންވނާީ. އޭ ރުފިޔާ ހަތް އަނެއް މީހަކަށް ކޮންމެ ބުނެފި އެމީހުން ދެން
den̊
then

e=mīhu-n
DEM3=person.PL

bune-fi
say.CNV-PRF

komme
every

mīh-ak-aṣ̊
person-UNSP-DAT

anek̊
DM

hat̊
seven

rufiyā
rufiyaa

ē
QUOT

bēnum̊_vānī
need_be.FUT.PROG

‘Then they said, “Every person will need, like, seven rufiyaa.”’ (SC)

The emphatic marker -އޭ   -ē is homophonous with the direct quotative marker, a
potential source of confusion.

(13.44) މިއުޅެނީ ނުލެވިގެންނޭ ގުޅވާެސް
guḷa=ves
call.CNV=EMPH

nu=levi=gen̊n=ē
NEG=be.put.CNV=SUCC=EMPH

mi=uḷenī
DEM1=live.PRS.PROG

‘[I] haven’t even been managing to call.’ (SC)

Quotation marks may be used in writing instead of a quotative marker, in which
case a period rather than a comma will often set off the quotation from the description
of who said it. In these cases the first-person pronoun will generally be quoted as such
rather than with the logophoric pronoun, as in 13.45. Sometimes quotation marks and
quotative particles are both used, but this is prescriptively considered overkill. Sen-
tences inside quotation marks do not use the written sentence-ending particle -އެވެ 
 -eve. News reports often include very long quotes with quotation marks; 13.45 is a rel-
atively short example.

(13.45) ރަގަޅު ބޭނުންވފާަދަ އަހަރެން ނެތް. ކުޅުންތެރނިްނެއް ނުކުޅެވޭ ”އަނިޔާވެގެން
ބުންޏެވެ. މއާްޓޭ ނެރެވޭނެ.“ މެޗަށް މދާަމގާެ ޓީމެއް

“aniyā_ve=gen̊
injury_be.CNV=SUCC

nu=kuḷevē
NEG=be.played.PRS.PTCP

kuḷum̊.teri-nn-ek̊
athlete.PL-INDF

net̊.
NEG

aharen̊
1

bēnum̊_vā_fada
need_be.PRS.PTCP_like

ra[n̆]gaḷu
good

ṭīm-ek̊
team-INDF

mādamā-ge
tomorrow-GEN

mec-aṣ̊
match-DAT

nerevēne.”
be.put.out.FUT.3

māccē
Maachchey

buññ=eve
say.PST.3=END

‘“No players are injured and can’t play. [I] will be able to put out a good
team like I need for tomorrow’s match.” Maachchey said.’ (HD)

The quotative markers އޭ   -ē and -އޯ   -ō do not co-occur on a word with the written
sentence-ending particle -އެވެ   -eve. In writing, sometimes the quotative marker is used
without -އެވެ   -eve, and sometimes the quotative marker is replaced with the sentence-
ending particle -އެވެ   -eve, leaving the fact that it is a quotation to be inferred, as in 13.46.
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The particle -އޯލަ   -ōla is different from the other quotative markers in this respect, in
that it can co-occur with -އެވެ   -eve, as shown in 13.41.

(13.46) ކޮއްކޯއެވެ. ބުނެލައެވެ. ފަރުހިއްޔާ
faruhiyyā
Faruhiyyaa

bune_la=eve.
say.CNV_put.PRS.3=END

kokkō=eve.
younger.sibling.VOC=END

‘Faruhiyyaa says. “Little Brother.”’ (VN)

A further way of setting off quotations is to follow them with މިހެން   mi-hen̊ ‘like
this’, as in 13.47. This may be in addition to a preceding focus verb that introduces
the quotation. This strategy tends to be used for quotations in cases where the exact
wording matters, as in quoting the law, but it may also be encountered in narratives
and other contexts. Its use is somewhat analogous to the use of quote to introduce
exact wording in spoken English.

(13.47) މުޖުރިމު ”ހަނގުރާމައިގެ ކެޕްޝަންތަކުގައިވަނީ ލިޔެފައިވާ މިޕޯސްޓަރުތަކުގައި
މިހެންނެވެ. ގެއަށްދޭ“

mi=pōsṭaru-taku-gai
DEM1=poster-PL-LOC

liye=fai_vā
write.CNV=SUCC_be.PRS.PTCP

kepshan-taku-gai_vanī
caption-PL-LOC_be.PRS.FOC

han̆gurānai-ge
war-GEN

mujurimu
criminal

ge-aṣ̊_dē
house-DAT_go.IMP

mi=henn=eve
DEM1.manner=END

‘In the captions that were written on these posters was, quote, “Go home,
war criminal.”’ (HD)

13.4 Adverbial clauses
Adverbial clauses are subordinate clauses that provide further information about the
time, manner, condition, or reason of the action or state presented in the main clause.
This section contains a sampling of such constructions in Dhivehi. The verbs in Dhi-
vehi adverbial clauses are generally speaking participles—marked for tense but not for
person—but nonverbal clauses (introduced in Section 12.1) may also be used as adver-
bials. In many cases an adverbial clause may be created either with a suffixing particle
attached to the participle or with a noun which the participial clause modifies.
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13.4.1 Conditionals and concessives

Conditional clauses, introduced by if in English, are marked with the suffixing par-
ticle -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā or followed by ނަމަ   nama ‘if’ in Dhivehi. If the adverbial clause
contains a verb, that verb will be a participle. However, conditional clauses may also
be nonverbal (as in 13.50). The conditional word ނަމަ   nama ‘if’ may also follow syntac-
tic units that are not clauses, while the suffix -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā specifically attaches to
clause-final predicators (and thus to clauses).

As mentioned in Section 9.1.9.4, the difference in meaning between -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā
and ނަމަ   nama ‘if’ is subtle, with ނަމަ   nama ‘if’ perhaps being more hypothetical.

Things that have not happened, but which would have consequences if they were
to happen, use perfect participles in the conditional clause.

(13.48) ގޯސްވނާެއެވެ. ވަރަށް ކަންތައްތައް ލިބިއްޖެނަމަ ސަރުކާރަށް އަޣުލަބިއްޔަތު މަޖިލީހުގެ
majilīhu-ge
parliament-GEN

aghulabiyyatu
majority

sarukār-aṣ̊
government-DAT

libi-jje_nama
receive.CNV-PRF_if

kam̊-tak̊∼tak̊
deed-PL∼REDUP

varaṣ̊
very

gōs_vāne=eve
bad_be.FUT.3=END

‘If the government were to get a majority in the parliament, things would
be very bad.’ (HD)

(13.49) ނުއުފެދޭނެއެވެ. ވެލައެއް ކުދި ނަގައިފިއްޔާ ބސިް
bis
egg

nagai-fi=yyā
take.CNV-PRF=COND

kudi
small.PL

vela-ek̊
sea.turtle-INDF

nu=ufedēne=eve
NEG=be.formed.FUT.3=END
‘If [you] take the eggs, the little sea turtles will not develop.’ (EA)

The present participle, or a nonverbal clause, indicates a general or ongoing con-
dition.

(13.50) ތިޔާގިވެއެވެ. ރަނގަޅިއްޔާ މސަްވެރިކަން
mas.veri.kam̊
fishery

ran̆gaḷ=iyyā
good=COND

tiyāgi_ve=eve
prosperous_be.PRS.3=END

‘If the fishing is good, there is prosperity.’ (HD)
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(13.51) އެދެމެވެ. މަޢާފަށް ގާތުން ކިޔުންތެރނީްގެ ކުށެއްވނާަމަ
kuṣ-ek̊_vā_nama
error-INDF_be.PRS.PTCP_if

kiyum̊terī-n̊-ge
reader-PL-GEN

gātu-n̊
vicinity-ABL

maʿāf-aṣ̊
forgiveness-DAT

edem=eve
ask.PRS.1=END

‘If there are errors [in what I have written], [I] ask the readers’ forgiveness.’
(HD)

The -ޏާ   -ñā allomorph of -(އި)އްޔާ   -(i)yyā appears to attach to infinitives. Given
that all the other verbs that take the conditional suffix are participles, this may well be
the present progressive “long” participle, with the vowel being lost and the consonant
becoming palatalized, in a process reminiscent of the gemination and palatization pro-
cess described in Section 3.6.4. This conditional form indicates a continuing condition,
as illustrated in 13.52. Example 13.52 also shows that, as with other nonfinite clauses,
negative concord is not used inside conditional clauses.

(13.52) ހސުްވެދާނެއެވެ! ވެލތާައް އަވަހަށް ވަރަށް ނުއުފެދެންޏާ ވެލތާައް ކުދި
kuḍi
small.PL

velā-tak̊
sea.turtle.PL

nu=ufeden̊=ñā
NEG=be.formed.PROG=COND

varaṣ̊
very

avahaṣ̊
soon

velā-tak̊
sea.turtles

hus̊_ve-dāne=eve
empty_be.CNV-POT=END

‘If the little sea turtles don’t develop, very soon there may be no more sea
turtles!’ (EA)

The use of a past participle puts the condition in the past, as in 13.53. Often it
indicates that if things had been different in the past, the outcome would have been
different, as in 13.54. Such conditionals use an irrealis verb in the main clause.

(13.53) ކިހިނެތްތޯއެވެ. ކުރެއްވީ އެކަން ޞައްޙަކުރެއްވނިަމަ
sah̤h̤a_kurevvi_nama
valid_do.HON.PST.PTCP_if

e=kam̊
DEM3=action

kurevvī
do.HON.PST.3

kihinet̊=to=eve
how=Q.HON=END
‘If [they] validated [the voter list], how did [they] do that?’ (HD)
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(13.54) ކާމިޔާބުވީހެވެ. ފުރަތަމަބުރުން ނެރެވުނުނަމަ އެއްކެންޑިޑޭޓް އެއިއްތިޙދާުން އެފަހަރު
e=faharu
DEM3=instance

e=ittih̤ādu-n
DEM3=alliance-ABL

ek̊_kenḍiḍēṭ
one_candidate

nerevunu_nama
be.put.out.PST.PTCP_if

furatama_buru-n̊
first_round-ABL

kāmiyābu_vīh=eve
successful_be.IRR=END

‘If one candidate had been put forth from that alliance at that time,
[he/she] would have won in the first round.’ (HD)

A number of short, possibly lexicalized, conditionals such as އެހެންނަމަ   ehen-nama
‘if so [lit. if like that]’ and ނޫންނަމަ   nūn̊-nama ‘if not’ begin sentences and serve to con-
nect them to the previous discourse. The expression އރިާދަކުރެއްވިއްޔާ   irāda-kurevviyyā
means ‘God willing’, as in 13.55, but the Arabic phrase الله  އިންޝާ  inshā allāh ‘God
willing’ is also often used.

(13.55) ހުށައަޅނާަން. ރިޕޯޓްތައް އެ މދާަމާ އރިާދަކުރެއްވިއްޔާ
irāda_kurevvi=yyā
purpose_be.done.HON.PRS.PTCP=COND

mādamā
tomorrow

e
DEM3

ripōṭ-tak̊
report-PL

huṣa.aḷānam̊
put.forward.FUT.3
‘God willing, [I] will file those reports tomorrow.’ (HD)

Concessive adverbial clauses, which are introduced by although, even if, or despite
in English, are marked with the suffix -އަސް   -as (which has the allomorph -ޔަސް   -yas)
or are followed by ނަމަވެސް   namaves ‘although’. The suffix -އަސް   -as attaches to past
participles, as in 13.56, or to nonverbal sentence-final predicators, as in 13.57. Example
13.57 also illustrates the lack of negative concord in concessive clauses, as they are
nonfinite.⁶

(13.56) ކުރާނެއެވެ. ބުންޏަސް ނުކުރނާެއޭ އަސަރު
asaru
effect

nu=kurāne=ē
NEG=do.FUT.PTCP=QUOT

buññ=as
say.PST.PTCP=CNCS

kurāne=eve
do.FUT.3=END

‘Although [they] say [it] won’t have an effect, [it] will.’ (HD)

6 Example 13.57 contains the nonstandard dialect word މެދެ   mede, which is މެދު   medu in the
standard dialect. It is a postposition derived from the noun meaning ‘middle’, but is used with
an object in the sociative case to mean ‘regarding’ or ‘about’.
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(13.57) ހިތްހަމަޖެހޭ. ވަރަށް މެދެ ކުޅުމއާި އޭނާގެ ނޫނަސް ޒުވނާް އެހާ އޭނާ
ēnā
3

e-hā
DEM3-amount

zuvān̊
young

nūn-as
NEG=CNCS

kuḷum-āi
play.VN-SOC

mede
middle

varaṣ̊
very

hit̊.hama.jehē.
be.satisfied.PRS.3
‘Although he is not so young, [I] am very satisfied with his playing.’ (HD)

If there are two consecutive predicators marked with -އަސް   -as, it means ‘whether...
or ...’.

(13.58) ބަންޑރާަނައިބަކު ރާއްޖޭގައި ނުކުރިޔަސް ގަބޫލުކުރިޔަސް ނަޝީދު ރައީސް
ހުންނާނެއެވެ.

raīs
President

nashīdu
Nasheed

gabūlu_kuri=yas
approve-do.PST.PTCP=CNCS

nu=kuri=yas
NEG=do.PST.PTCP=CNCS

rājjē-gai
country-LOC

banḍāra.naib-aku
attorney.general-UNSP

hunnāne=eve
be(.standing).FUT.3=END
‘Whether President Nasheed approves it or not, there will be an attorney
general in the country.’ (HD)

The concessive word ނަމަވެސް   namaves ‘although’ follows participial clauses in
any tense, as in 13.59 and 13.60, but (like ނަމަ   nama ‘if’) it may also follow condensed,
non-clausal phrases, as in 13.61. The concessive suffixing particle -އަސް   -as, by con-
trast, specifically attaches to predicators. It is not clear whether there is a difference
in meaning between -އަސް   -as and ނަމަވެސް   namaves ‘although’.

(13.59) ނޫން. މައްސަލައެއް އެއީ ބަލިވނިަމަވެސް މިމެޗުން
mi=mecu-n
DEM1=match-ABL

bali_vi_namaves
weak_be.PST.PTCP_although

e=ī
DEM3=COP

massala-ek̊
problem-INDF

nūn
NEG

‘Although [we] were defeated in this match, it’s not a problem.’ (HD)
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(13.60) ދނާެއެވެ. ސެމީއަށް ރާއްޖެ ވނާަމަވެސް ވެއްޖެކަމަށް އެއްވަރު މެޗް މިއަދުގެ އަދި
adi
also

miadu-ge
today-GEN

mec
match

ek̊_varu
one_amount

ve-jje_kamaṣ̊
be.CNV-PRF_COMP

vā_namaves
be.PRS.PTCP_although

rājje
country

semī-aṣ̊
semi-DAT

dāne=eve
go.FUT.3=END

‘And although it is the case that today’s match was a draw, the Maldives
will go to the semi-[final].’ (HD)

(13.61) ކުރާށެވެ. ޤަބޫލު ޖެހޭނީ ހިތާއިދެކޮޅަށްނަމަވެސް އެކަން
e=kam̊
DEM3=action

hit-āi_dekoḷ-aṣ̊_namaves
heart-SOC_against.ADV_although

jehēnī
be.struck.FUT.FOC

qabūlu
approve

kurāṣ=eve
do.INF=END

‘[They] will need to approve it, even if against [their] wishes.’ (HD)

As with conditionals, there are a number of short, probably lexicalized conces-
sives such as އެހެންނަމަވެސް   ehen-namaves ‘nevertheless [lit. although like that]’ and
its synonym, އެހެނަސް   ehenas that begin sentences and serve to connect them to the
previous discourse. ނަމަވެސް   namaves ‘although’ itself can begin a sentence, imposing
the concessive on the previous sentence and meaning ‘however’ or ‘but’.

(13.62) އެއީ. މައްސަލައެއް ސިޔާސީ އެހެންނަމަވެސް
ehen.namaves
nevertheless

siyāsī
political

massala-ek̊
problem-INDF

e=ī
DEM3=COP

‘Nevertheless, that is a political problem.’ (HD)

(13.63) ސިއްރުފައިލުތަކެކެވެ. މިއީ ނަމަވެސް
namaves
however

mi=ī
DEM1=COP

sirru_failu-tak-ek̊=eve
secret_file-PL-INDF=END

‘However, these are secret files.’ (HD)

13.4.2 Clauses of relative timing

13.4.2.1 Concurrent timing
To indicate that the activity in a subordinate clause occurred at the same time as that
of the main clause, Dhivehi may use participles marked with -މުން   -mun̊ or -ކޮށް   -koṣ̊,
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described in Section 8.3.5. Likewise, the adverb ދެން   den̊ ‘then’ is also occasionally
used to mean ‘while’ and may take a participial clause. The timing particle -މާ   -mā
marks a less precise co-occurrence: it may be a state immediately preceding that of the
main clause, for example. One may also express timing with noun phrases headed by
އރިު   iru ‘time’ or ހނިދު   hin̆du ‘moment’, which are modified by a participial or predicate-
adjective clause.

The particle -މުން   -mun̊ may be analyzed as attaching to either the present stem
or to the present participle with a shortened vowel. The latter analysis yields the re-
sult that all the simultaneous particles attach to participles. Verbs marked with -މުން 
 -mun̊ are often used with verbs of motion to create a durative aspect, as described in
Section 11.3.1.2 and also exemplified below in 13.66. However, -މުން   -mun̊ may also be
used simply to mark simultaneity. In such uses, it is often the case that the participle
marked with -މުން   -mun̊ and the main verb actually describe different aspects of the
same event, as in 13.64, when the speaking and the explaining refer to the same speech
act. The simultaneous marker helps to make that clear.

(13.64) ކަމުގައެވެ. ތެދުބުނުން އެއީ، ބުނެފައިވަނީ މނާަކޮށްދެމުން ހެޔޮބސަް
heyo_bas
good_word

māna_kos̊_de=mun̊
meaning_do.CNV_give.PRS.PTCP=SML

bune=fai_vanī
say.CNV=SUCC_be.PRS.FOC

e=ī
DEM3=COP

tedu_bunum̊
true_say.VN

kamuga=eve
COMP=END

‘In explaining the meaning of “good words,” [he] said that it is speaking
the truth.’ (HD)

The -ކޮށް   -koṣ̊ particle is added to the present progressive form of the verb (again
with a shortened vowel). This emphasizes that the activity was in progress at the time
the action of the main clause occurred, translatable in English as ‘while’. An example
is given in 13.65.

(13.65) ފެނިއްޖެއެވެ. ވެލބާސިްތަކެއް ކޮންނަނިކޮށް އެކުދިން
e-kudin̊
DEM3-children

konnani=koṣ̊
dig.PRS.PROG=SML

velā_bis-tak-ek̊
sea.turtle_egg-PL-INDF

feni-jje=eve
appear.CNV-PRF.3=END
‘While the children were digging, [they] saw some sea turtle eggs.’ (EA)

Occasionally the adverb ދެން   den̊ ‘then’ is used with a present participle to describe
simultaneous activity. More commonly, however, ދެން   den̊ ‘then’ is used with an infini-
tive to mean ‘until’, as discussed in Section 13.4.2.3.
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(13.66) ދިރިއުޅެމުންގެންދާތީ ވދާެން އެތައްއަހަރެއް ރާއްޖޭގައި ބިދޭސީން އެތައްހސާް
etak̊_hās
numerous_thousand

bidēsī-n̊
foreign-PL

rājjē-gai
country-LOC

etak̊_ahar-ek̊
numerous_year-INDF

vā_dēn̊
be.PRS.PTCP_then

diri.uḷe=mun̊_gendā=tī
live.PRS.PTCP=SML_take.PRS.PTCP=RSN

‘because many thousands of foreigners have gone on living in the country
for many years [lit. while many years happen]’ (HD)

The temporal particle -މާ   -mā (sometimes spelled -މައި   -mai) has a looser temporal
range than the strictly simultaneous -މުން   -mun̊ and -ކޮށް   -koṣ̊. It attaches to the past
progressive “long” participle and may translate as ‘when’, or even ‘once’, or ‘as’, or
‘upon’. The main clause action often immediately follows the subordinate clause ac-
tion. While a cause and effect relationship between the two clauses is not required, it is
often implied, as in 13.67. The particle -މާ   -mā is often used in the lexicalized discourse
connective އެހެންވީމާ   ehenvīmā ‘therefore [lit. as it is so]’.

(13.67) ކިހިނެއްހެއްޔެވެ. ވނާީ ދިނީމާ ޢަފޫޢާއްމު ޤައިދީންނަށް ހސަަތޭކައަށްޑިހަ ދެން
den̊
then

ha_satēka_aṣ.ḍiha
six_hundred_eighty

qaidī-nn-aṣ̊
prisoner-PL-DAT

ʿafū_ʿāmmu
pardon_general

dinī=mā
give.PST.PROG=TMP

vānī
be.FUT.FOC

kihinek̊=heyy=eve
how=Q=END

‘Then when six hundred eighty prisoners are given amnesty, what will
happen?’ (HD)

Just as nouns are used to head complement clauses (Section 13.2), nouns may be
used to head temporal adverbial clauses. The nouns އރިު   iru ‘time’ and ހނިދު   hin̆du
‘moment’ are used for this purpose, as in the following examples. As 13.68 and 13.69
show, the timing implied may be a simultaneous ‘while’ (as in 13.68) or an immediately
sequential ‘when’ (as in 13.69).
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(13.68) ނޫކުލައިގެ ލނަީ ޕިލާސީ ގަމީސްލާއރިު، ރަތްކުލައިގެ މސުަޅު ތިން ތބިި ދޮށްޓަށް
ގަމީހެކެވެ.

doṣṭ-aṣ̊
older-DAT

tibi
be.PL.PST.PTCP

tin̊
three

musaḷu
rabbit

rat̊_kulai-ge
red_color-GEN

gamīs_lā_iru
shirt_put.PRS.PTCP_time

pilāsī
Pilaasee

lanī
put.PRS.FOC

nū_kulai-ge
blue_color-GEN

gamīh-ek=eve
shirt-INDF=END
‘While the three older rabbits wear red shirts, Pilaasee wears a blue shirt.’
(PB)

(13.69) ގސަްތަކެކެވެ. ފިޔާ މިއީ ބަލލާިއިރު އުފުރާ އެގަސް އެހެންވެ
ehen.ve
therefore

e=gas
DEM3=plant

ufurā
pull.up.CNV

balā_li_iru
look.CNV_put.PST.PTCP_time

mi=ī
DEM1=COP

fiyā
onion

gas-tak-ek=eve
plant-PL-INDF=END

‘When he therefore pulled up those plants and tried [them], they were
onions.’ (PB)

(13.70) މއާްދާއެވެ. ބައެއް ބަދަލުކުރަނީ އަންނަހިނދު އިންޤިލބާު މިލިޓަރީ
miliṭarī
military

inqilābu
revolution

anna_hin̆du
come.PRS.PTCP_moment

badalu_kuranī
change_do.PRS.FOC

baek̊
some

māddā=eve
article=END

‘When military revolution comes, some articles [of the constitution]
change.’ (HD)

13.4.2.2 Subsequent timing
To position the action of the main clause after the action of the subordinate clause,
clause chaining with converbs marked with successive particles is usually used, as
described in Section 13.1.1. However, the fact that main clause action is subsequent to
the subordinate clause action can also be explicitly marked with the noun ފަހުން   fahun̊
‘after, behind [lit. back.ABL]’. ފަހުން   fahun̊ may also be used as a postposition taking a
dative or genitive noun phrase object, which may be a verbal noun phrase—see Section
7.1.1).
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(13.71) ޖެހުނުފަހުންނެވެ. އަނދިރި އައީ އެނބުރި
em̆buri
turn.CNV

aī
come.PST.FOC

an̆diri
darkness

jehunu_fahunn=eve
is.struck.PST.PTCP_after=END

‘[He] came back after darkness fell.’ (HD)

A clause describing a state or action that marks the beginning of the state or action
in the main clause will take the suffixing particle -އްސުރެ   -ssure or -ތާ   -tā, which lend
a meaning of ‘since’. However, -އްސުރެ   -ssure may mark things that are not clausal
as well, such as އެދުވަހުއްސުރެ   e-duvahu-ssure ‘since that day’. When it does mark a
clause, -އްސުރެ   -ssure attaches to a “long form,” or progressive, past participle, as in
13.72. The particle -ތާ   -tā attaches to regular participles, as in 13.73.

(13.72) މަގުފުރެއްދުމަށް އާދަމުގެދަރީން ބައިވެރިން ޝައިޠނާާގެ ފެށުނީއްސުރެ ދުނިޔެ
ކުރެއެވެ. މސަައްކަތް އެކިކަހަލަ

duniye
world

feṣunī=ssure
begin.PST.PROG=since

shaitānā-ge
Satan-GEN

baiveri-n̊
partner-PL

ādamu-ge_darīn̊
Adam-GEN_children

magu_furedd-um-as̊
path_stray.CAUS-VN-DAT

eki_kahala
various_kind

masakkat̊
work

kure=eve
do.PRS.3=END

‘Since the world began, Satan’s partners have been doing various kinds of
work to cause Adam’s children to stray.’ (HD)

(13.73) ފުރެނީއެވެ. އެއްއަހަރު ތޞަްދީޤުކުރެވުނުތާ ޤނާޫނުއަސާސީ
qānūnu.asāsī
constitution

tas̤dīqu_kurevunu=tā
ratification_is.done.PST.PTCP=since

ek̊_aharu
one_year

furenī=eve
is.filled.PRS.PROG=END
‘A year has gone by since the constitution was ratified.’ (HD)

13.4.2.3 Prior timing
To position the action of the main clause prior to some other action, a postpositional
phrase with ކުރިން   kurin̊ ‘before [lit. front.ABL]’ or ކުރީގައި   kurīgai ‘before [lit. front.LOC]’
is usually used. A clause may serve as the object of the postposition via its verbal noun
form, as in 13.74. However, a subordinate clause with the subjunctive verb form dubbed
“prospective irrealis” in Section 8.3.4.4 can also be used, as in 13.75. This verb form is
obligatorily negative.
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(13.74) ޖަހފާައެވެ. ލނަޑު ތިން އެމީހުންވަނީ ކުރިން ނިމުމުގެ ހފާް ފުރަތަމަ
furatama
first

hāf
half

nimumu-ge
end.VN-GEN

kurin̊
before

e=mīhu-n̊_vanī
DEM3=person-PL_be.PRS.FOC

tin̊
three

lan̆ḍu
goal

jahā=fa=eve
strike.CNV=SUCC=END

‘They scored three goals before the end of the first half.’ (HD)

(13.75) ހަނގުރާމަކުރިއެވެ. އިގިރޭސީންނާ ނުވަނސީް އަހަރުވެސް ލިބުނުތާ ވެރިކަން
verikam̊
leadership

libunu=tā
receive.PST.PTCP=since

aharu=ves
year=EMPH

nu=vanīs
NEG=be.PRS.PROG.IRR

i[n̆]girēsī-nn-ā
English-PL-SOC

han̆gurāma_kuri=eve
war_do.PST.3=END

‘[Napoleon] went to war with the English before even a year had gone by
since [he] took power.’ (HD)

A clause that states the state or action that occurs at the end of the state or action
of the main verb—of the type marked in English with until—is marked in Dhivehi with
an infinitive followed by the grammatical function word ދެން   den̊ ‘then’.

(13.76) ދިނެވެ. ފައިސާގެއެހީ ވެއްޓެންދެން މައުމޫނު
maumūnu
Maumoon

veṭṭen̊_den̊
fall.inf_then

faisā-ge_ehī
money-GEN_help

din=eve
give.PST.3=END

‘Until Maumoon fell, [he] gave [the organization] financial assistance.’
(HD)

(13.77) ދިރިއުޅުއްވިއެވެ. ގނާާގައި އަހަރުވަންދެން 7 މުގާބޭ
mugābē
Mugabe

7
7

aharu_van̊_den̊
year_be.INF_then

gānā-gai
Ghana-LOC

diri.uḷuvvi=eve
live.HON.PST.3=END

‘Mugabe lived in Ghana for 7 years [lit. until 7 years happened].’ (HD)



Adverbial clauses | 319

13.4.3 Reason and cause clauses

A subordinate participial clause marked with -ތީ   -tī indicates a reason.

(13.78) މަޖުބޫރެވެ. ހުރުން ސެޓެއް ދޯންޏެއްގައި ކޮންމެ ލޒާިމްކުރާތީ ޤަވޢާިދަކުން
qavāʿid-aku-n̊
rule-UNSP-ABL

lāzim_kurā=tī
essential_do.PRS.PTCP=RSN

komme
each

dōññ-ek-gai
fishing.boat-INDF-LOC

seṭ-ek̊
set-INDF

hurum̊
be(.standing).VN

majubūr=eve
compulsory=END

‘Because a rule requires it, each fishing boat must have a set [of
walkie-talkies].’ (HD)

While -ތީ   -tī is not a full-fledged lexical word, it acts like a noun in being able to
take the co-ordinating particle -އާއި   -āi ‘and’.

(13.79) ނުލިބޭތީއެވެ. ޙައްޤު ތަފތާުކުރާތީއާއި ކުރަނީ ހަޅުތާލު މީހުން ރސިޯޓް
risōṭ
resort

mīhu-n̊
person-PL

haḷutālu
strike

kuranī
do.PRS.FOC

tafātu_kurā=tī=āi
difference_do.PRS.PTCP=RSN=CONJ

h̤aqqu
right

nu=libē=tī=eve
NEG=receive.PRS.PTCP=RSN=END
‘The resort workers are striking because they are treated differently and
because they don’t have rights.’ (HD)

Reasons are also often presented by means of the ablative/instrumental form of
ސަބަބު   sababu ‘reason’, with a genitive noun phrase object. The genitive phrase may
be a verbal noun phrase, as in 13.80.

(13.80) ގޮސްފައެވެ. އަޑިއަށް ދޯނިވަނީ ސަބަބުން އެރުމުގެ ފަރަށް ދޯނި
dōni
dhoani

far-aṣ̊
reef-DAT

erumu-ge
arise.VN-GEN

sababu-n
reason-ABL

dōni_vanī
dhoani_be.PRS.FOC

aḍi-aṣ̊
bottom-DAT

gos=fa=eve
go.CNV=SUCC=END

‘Because the dhoani [traditional Maldivian boat] ran aground on the reef,
the dhoani has gone down.’ (HD)

When a verbal noun phrase in the ablative/instrumental case is used adverbially
in a sentence, it indicates that the action or state of the main verb somehow arises
‘from’ the action or state in the verbal noun phrase. The action or state described by
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the verbal noun will be prior to that of the main verb, but it also constitutes a cause of
the main verb action or state. The action of the verbal noun is presented as the source
of the action of main verb, more concretely than in an abstract reason, which is not
necessarily an action or event. I therefore call these constructions causes rather than
reasons. Examples are given in 13.81 and 13.82.⁷ These examples present one event in
the ablative verbal noun phrase and a subsequent, caused event in the main clause. By
contrast, the reasons in 13.78 and 13.79 are not presented as events. In neither 13.81 nor
13.82 is the ablative glossed as ‘because’, though that gloss is sometimes appropriate.
In some instances English ‘upon’ may be a good translation of the causal ablative.

(13.81) ހިތްހަމަޖެހޭ. ބަލިނުވުމުން މެޗުން
mecu-n̊
match-ABL

bali_nu=vumu-n̊
weak_NEG=be.VN-ABL

hit̊.hama.jehē
is.satisfied.PRS.3

‘[I’m] satisfied with not losing the match.’ (HD)

(13.82) ހަޅޭއް ކިޔައި އެއްޗިހި ކުދިންނަށް ކުރި ކަން އެ ފެނުމުން، ހަގީގަތް ފަރުހިއްޔާއަށް
ދިޔައެވެ. ގެއަށް އަވަހަށް ފަރުހަތާއިއެކު ލަވައިފައި

faruhiyyā-aṣ̊
Faruhiyyaa-DAT

hagīgat̊
truth

fenumu-n̊
see.VN-ABL

e
DEM3

kam̊
action

kuri
do.PST.PTCP

kudinn-aṣ̊
children-DAT

eccihi
things

kiyai
call.CNV

haḷēk̊
shout

lavai=fai
put.CAUS.CNV=SUCC

faruhat-āi=eku
Faruhathu-SOC=with

avahaṣ̊
quickly

ge-aṣ̊
house-DAT

diya=eve
do.PST.3=END

‘When Faruhiyyaa saw the truth, [she] yelled and shouted at the two
children who had done it, and went home quickly with Faruhathu.’ (VN)

If the causal clause is adjectival, the nominalizer ކަން   kam̊ ‘action’ is added to it,
which then takes the ablative/instrumental case, as in 13.83. This behavior of ކަން   kam̊
‘action’ serves to illustrate the fact that the morpheme acts as a nominalizer at a num-
ber of levels: it operates at the word level to turn individual adjectives into nouns (as in
Section 5.6.3), but it also serves to turn clauses into noun phrases, as when it serves as
a complementizer (as in Section 13.2) or creates ablative causes from adjectival clauses,
as in 13.83.

7 In 13.82, the verb ލނަީ   lanī ‘puts’ is used in its causative form with intensive force. However,
the causative form of ލނަީ   lanī is usually ލައްވަނީ   lavvanī, the same as the honorific.
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(13.83) ހޫނެވެ. ނަގަނީ ކުޑަކަމުން، ފނަްކާގަނޑު ހުންނަ ކޮޓަރީގައި
koṭarī-gai
room-LOC

hunna
be(.standing).PRS.PTCP

fankā.gan̆ḍu
fan

kuḍa_kam-un̊
small_action-ABL

naganī
take.PRS.FOC

hūn=eve
hot=END

‘Because the fan in the room is small, [it] gets hot.’ (HD)

13.4.4 Manner clauses

Clausal adverbials of manner are also added with participial clauses. Markers of man-
ner include -ހެން   -hen̊ ‘as’, ފަދައިން   fadain̊ ‘as [lit. with the manner]’. The particle -ހެން 
 -hen̊ ‘as’ is virtually always spelled as a suffix, but ފަދައިން   fadain̊ may be written either
as a suffix or as a separate word.

(13.84) މަދުކޮށް ވަޒީފތާައް ސިޔާސީ މަދުކުރާހެން، މުއައްޒަފުން ސާރވސިްގެ ސިވިލް
މަދުކުރާންޖެހެއެވެ. މީހުންވެސް ސިޔާސީ

sivil
civil

sār̆vis-ge
service-GEN

muazzafu-n̊
employee-PL

madu_kurā=hen̊,
few_do.PRS.PTCP=as

siyāsī
political

vazīfā-tak̊
job-PL

madu_koṣ̊
few_do.CNV

siyāsī
political

mīhun̊=ves
people=also

madu_kurān̊_jehe=eve
few_do.INF_be.struck.PRS.PTCP=END
‘Just as civil service employees are decreasing, political jobs are
decreasing, and politicians should also decrease.’ (HD)

(13.85) ތަފތާުވނާެއެވެ. މިއަދުވެސް އިއްޔެއާއި ބުނެވިދިޔަފަދައިން ކުރިންވެސް އެކަމަކު،
ekamaku,
but

kurin̊=ves
before=EMPH

bunevi_diya_fadain̊
be.said.CNV_go.PST.PTCP_as

iyye-āi
yesterday-SOC

miadu=ves
today=EMPH

tafātu_vāne=eve
different_be.FUT.3=END

‘But as has also been said before, today will be different from yesterday.’
(HD)
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13.5 Exceptions
Exceptions that operate at the clausal level—in which a sentence is true ‘except for’ or
‘other than’ the stated exception—are marked with މެނުވީ   menuvī ‘except’. The excep-
tions may take a number of syntactic forms, including noun phrases in various cases,
as well as converb clauses marked with a successive particle. As mentioned in Section
10.5.2, exclusions within a noun phrase (such as ‘islands other than Malé’) are marked
with ފިޔަވައި   fiyavai ‘except, besides’.

(13.86) ނެތެވެ. ފެންނާކަށް މެނުވީ މަތީބައި އޭގެ
ē-ge
DEM3-GEN

matī_bai
upper_part

menuvī
except

fennā-kaṣ̊
see.INF-NEGC

net=eve
NEG=END

‘There was nothing to be seen except its top part.’ (HD)

(13.87) ނުހުރެއެވެ. ލިބޭކަށް ފެން ޑސިަލިނޭޝަން މެނުވީ، ރަށެއްގައި ވަރަށްމަދު ރާއްޖޭގެ
rājjē-ge
country-GEN

varaṣ_madu
very_few

raṣ-ek̊-gai
island-INDF-LOC

menuvī
except

ḍisalinēshan̊
desalination

fen̊
water

libē-kaṣ̊
receive.INF-NEGC

nu=hure=eve
NEG=be(.standing).PRS.3=END

‘Other than on a very few islands of the country, there is no desalinated
water to be had.’ (HD)

(13.88) އޭނާ ކަނޑަނޭޅޭނެކަމަށް އެއްވެސްކަމެއް މެނުވީ މައްޗަށް ކުރާކަމެއްގެ އރީާނުން އަދި
ވިދާލުވިއެވެ[.]

adi
also

īrānu-n̊
Iran-PL

kurā_kam-ek̊-ge
do.PRS.PTCP_action-INDF-GEN

macc-aṣ̊
top-DAT

menuvī
except

evves_kam-ek̊
any_action-INDF

kan̆ḍa.n.ēḷēne_kamaṣ̊
NEG.decide.FUT.PTCP_COMP

ēnā
3

vidālu.vi=eve
say.HON.PST.3=END
‘And he said that nothing will be decided except about what Iran is doing.’
(HD)
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(13.89) ބަލިނުކުރެވޭނެކަމަށް އރީާން ދީގެންމެނުވީ ކަރުނަތައް ހިތްދަތި އރީާނަށް އަދި
ބުނެއެވެ. އިސްރާއީލުން

adi
also

īrān-aṣ̊
Iran-DAT

hit̊.dati
heart.break

karuna-tak̊
tear-PL

dī=gen_menuvī
give.CNV=SUCC_except

īrān
Iran

bali_nu=kurevēne_kamaṣ̊
weak_NEG=be.done.FUT.PTCP_COMP

isrāīlu-n̊
Israel-PL

bune=eve
say.PRS.3=END

‘And the Israelis say that Iran will not be defeated except by giving Iran
heart-breaking tears.’ (HD)

The equivalent of English unless or except if may be expressed with a conditional
clause combined with މެނުވީ   menuvī ‘except’.

(13.90) ނުކާނެއެވެ. ބަތެއް މެނުވީ ދިނިއްޔާ އަހަރެންގެއަތުން
aharen̊-ge_atu-n̊
1-GEN_hand-ABL

din-iyyā
give.PST.PTCP-COND

menuvī
except

bat-ek̊
food-INDF

nu=kāne=eve
NEG=eat.FUT.3=END
‘[It] won’t eat unless [I] feed [it] from my hand.’ (FD)
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A Verb Paradigms
This appendix presents some paradigms of representative verbs that are given piece-
meal in Chapter 8.¹ When a more literary form and a more colloquial form coexist,
the literary form is given second. However, for brevity the tables leave out the literary
forms of the first-person plural and the second person, which end in -މު   -mu rather
than -ން   -m̊. Explicit reference to second persons is also left out of the tables. For a
discussion of the second person, see Section 8.3.

A.1 Regular Verbs
Table A.1 shows a selection of regular verbs. ހަދަނީ   hadanī ‘makes’ is a regular a-stem
verb. ފެށެނީ   feṣenī ‘is begun’ is a regular e-stem IN-verb. ކުޅެނީ   kuḷenī ‘plays’ is one of
the rare active verbs that has an e-stem, but its inflection is regular for such verbs.

Table A.1: Regular verbs

Regular
a-stem

Active
e-stem IN e-stem

Citation
Form

ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī
‘makes’

ކުޅެނީ 
 kuḷenī
‘plays’

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī
‘is begun’

Finite
Indicative Present 1st person ހަދަން 

 hadam̊
ކުޅެން 
 kuḷem̊ ――

3rd person ހަދާ 
 hadā

ކުޅޭ 
 kuḷē

ފެށޭ 
 feṣē

Future 1st person ހަދާނަން 
 hadānam̊

ކުޅޭނަން 
 kuḷēnam̊ ――

3rd person ހަދާނެ 
 hadāne

ކުޅޭނެ 
 kuḷēne

ފެށޭނެ 
 feṣēne

Past 1st person ހެދިން 
 hedim̊

ކުޅުނިން 
 kuḷunim̊

1 I am endebted to Cain and Gair (2000) for the basic imperative and the first person irrealis
forms of ކުޅެނީ   kuḷenī ‘plays’.
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Table A.1: (continued)

Regular
a-stem

Active
e-stem IN e-stem

∼ ∼ ――

ހެދީން 
 hedīm̊

ކުޅުނީން 
 kuḷunīm̊

3rd person ހެދި 
 hedi

ކުޅުނު 
 kuḷunu

ފެށުނު 
 feṣunu

Participles Present ހަދާ 
 hadā

ކުޅޭ 
 kuḷē

ފެށޭ 
 feṣē

Future ހަދާނެ 
 hadāne

ކުޅޭނެ 
 kuḷēne

ފެށޭނެ 
 feṣēne

∼ ∼ ∼

ހަދާނޭ 
 hadānē

ކުޅޭނޭ 
 kuḷēnē

ފެށޭނޭ 
 feṣēnē

Past ހެދި 
 hedi

ކުޅުނު 
 kuḷunu

ފެށުނު 
 feṣunu

Progressives Present ހަދަނީ 
 hadanī

ކުޅެނީ 
 kuḷenī

ފެށެނީ 
 feṣenī

Future ހަދާނީ 
 hadānī

ކުޅޭނީ 
 kuḷēnī

ފެށޭނީ 
 feṣēnī

Past ހެދީ 
 hedī

ކުޅުނީ 
 kuḷunī

ފެށުނީ 
 feṣunī

Imperatives Basic ހަދާ 
 hadā

ކުޅޭ 
 kuḷē ――

-ti ހަދާތި 
 hadāti

ކުޅޭތި 
 kuḷēti ――

-ccē ހަދައްޗޭ 
 hadaccē

ކުޅެއްޗޭ 
 kuḷeccē ――
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Table A.1: (continued)

Regular
a-stem

Active
e-stem IN e-stem

Hortative ހަދަމާ 
 hadamā

ކުޅެމާ 
 kuḷemā ――

Converb ހަދައި 
 hadai

ކުޅެ 
 kuḷe

ފެށި 
 feṣi

Perfect 1st person ހަދައިފިން 
 hadaifim̊

ކުޅެފިން 
 kuḷefim̊ ――

∼ ∼

ހަދައިފީން 
 hadaifīm̊

ކުޅެފީން 
 kuḷefīm̊

3rd person ހަދައިފި 
 hadaifi

ކުޅެފި 
 kuḷefi

ފެށިއްޖެ 
 feṣijje

Potential 1st person ހަދާފނާަން 
 hadāfānam̊

ކުޅެފނާަން 
 kuḷefānam̊ ――

3rd person ހަދާފނާެ 
 hadāfāne

ކުޅެފނާެ 
 kuḷefāne

ފެށިދނާެ 
 feṣidāne

Irrealis 1st person ހެދީމސުް 
 hedīmus

ކުޅުނީމުސް 
 kuḷunīmus ――

3rd person ހެދީސް 
 hedīs

ކުޅުނސީް 
 kuḷunīs

ފެށުނސީް 
 feṣunīs

Prospective
Irrealis

ނަހަދަނީސް 
 nahadanīs

ނުކުޅެނީސް 
 nukuḷenīs

ނުފެށެނީސް 
 nufeṣenīs

∼

ނުހަދަނީސް 
 nuhadanīs

Successive -fai ހަދާފައި 
 hadā-fai

ކުޅެފައި 
 kuḷefai

ފެށިފައި 
 feṣi-fai



332 | Verb Paradigms

Table A.1: (continued)

Regular
a-stem

Active
e-stem IN e-stem

-gen̊ ހަދައިގެން 
 hadai-gen̊

ކުޅެގެން 
 kuḷegen̊

ފެށިގެން 
 feṣi-gen̊

Temporal ހެދީމަ 
 hedī-ma

ކުޅުނީމަ 
 kuḷunī-ma

ފެށުނީމަ 
 feṣunī-ma

∼ ∼ ∼

ހެދީމާ 
 hedī-mā

ކުޅުނީމާ 
 kuḷunī-mā

ފެށުނީމާ 
 feṣunī-mā

Simultaneous -mun̊ ހަދަމުން 
 hada-mun̊

ކުޅެމުން 
 kuḷe-mun̊

ފެށެމުން 
 feṣe-mun̊

-kos̊ ހަދަނިކޮށް 
 hadani-koṣ̊

ކުޅެނިކޮށް 
 kuḷeni-koṣ̊

ފެށެނިކޮށް 
 feṣeni-koṣ̊

Infinitive ހަދަން 
 hadan̊

ކުޅެން 
 kuḷen̊

ފެށެން 
 feṣen̊

Verbal
noun

ހެދުން 
 hedum̊

ކުޅުން 
 kuḷum̊

ފެށުން 
 feṣum̊

Honorific ހައްދަވަނީ 
 haddavanī

ކުޅުއްވަނީ 
 kuḷuvvanī

ފެއްޓެވެނީ 
 feṭṭevenī

A.2 Irregular verbs
The following tables contain some of the common irregular verbs. Of the verbs in Table
A.2, ކުރަނީ   kuranī ‘does’ and ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’ are extremely common and are
used as verbalizers with nouns and adjectives to create compound verbs. Note that
when ވަނީ   vanī ‘is, becomes’ is used as an IN-verb it does not use person marking, but
in other uses it does. Verbs with geminate /nn/ in their stems are all irregular to some
extent; the verb އަންނަނީ   annanī ‘comes’ is one example. The verbs in Table A.3 are the
postural/locational verbs that are also used in existential clauses.
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Table A.2: Some irregular verbs

Irregular
a-stem

Irregular
monosyl-
labic

Irregular
n-stem

Citation
Form

ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī
‘does’

ވަނީ 
 vanī
‘is,
becomes’

އަންނަނީ 
 annanī
‘comes’

Finite
Indicative Present 1st person ކުރަން 

 kuram̊
ވަން 
 vam̊

އަންނަން 
 annam̊

3rd person ކުރޭ 
 kurē

ވޭ 
 vē

އާދޭ 
 ādē

Future 1st person ކުރާނަން 
 kurānam̊

ވނާަން 
 vānam̊

އަންނާނަން 
 annānam̊

3rd person ކުރާނެ 
 kurāne

ވނާެ 
 vāne

އަންނާނެ 
 annāne

Past 1st person ކުރިން 
 kurim̊

ވނިް 
 vim̊

އައިން 
 aim̊

∼ ∼ ∼

ކުރީން 
 kurīm̊

ވނީް 
 vīm̊

އައީން 
 aīm̊

3rd person ކުރި 
 kuri

ވި 
 vi

އައި 
 ai

∼

ވީ 
 vī

Participles Present
ކުރާ 
 kurā
‘doing’

ވާ 
 vā

އަންނަ 
 anna
‘coming’

Future ކުރާނެ 
 kurāne

ވނާެ 
 vāne

އަންނާނެ 
 annāne



334 | Verb Paradigms

Table A.2: (continued)

Irregular
a-stem

Irregular
monosyl-
labic

Irregular
n-stem

∼ ∼ ∼

ކުރާނޭ 
 kurānē

ވނާޭ 
 vānē

އަންނާނޭ 
 annānē

Past ކުރި 
 kuri

ވި 
 vi

އައި 
 ai

∼

ވީ 
 vī

Progressives Present ކުރަނީ 
 kuranī

ވަނީ 
 vanī

އަންނަނީ 
 annanī

Future ކުރާނީ 
 kurānī

ވނާީ 
 vānī

އަންނާނީ 
 annānī

Past ކުރީ 
 kurī

ވީ 
 vī

އައީ 
 aī

Imperatives Basic ކުރޭ 
 kurē

ވޭ 
 vē

އާދޭ 
 ādē

-ti ކުރާތި 
 kurāti

ވތާި 
 vāti

އަންނާތި 
 annāti

-ccē ކުރައްޗޭ 
 kuraccē

ވައްޗޭ 
 vaccē

އަންނައްޗޭ 
 annaccē

Hortative ކުރަމާ 
 kuramā

ވަމާ 
 vamā

އަންނަމާ 
 annamā

Converb ކޮށް 
 koṣ̊

ވެ 
 ve

އައިސް 
 ais

Perfect 1st person ކޮށްފިން 
 koṣ̊fim̊

ވެއްޖައިން 
 vejjaim̊

އައިސްފިން 
 aisfim̊
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Table A.2: (continued)

Irregular
a-stem

Irregular
monosyl-
labic

Irregular
n-stem

∼ ∼ ∼

ކޮށްފީން 
 koṣ̊fīm̊

ވެއްޖައީން 
 vejjaīm̊

އައިސްފީން 
 aisfīm̊

3rd person ކޮށްފި 
 koṣ̊fi

ވެއްޖެ 
 vejje

އައިސްފި 
 aisfi

∼

އައިއްސި 
 aissi

Potential 1st person ކޮށްފނާަން 
 koṣ̊fānam̊ ―― އައިސްފާނަން 

 aisfānam̊

3rd person ކޮށްފނާެ 
 koṣ̊fāne

ވެދާނެ 
 vedāne

އައިސްފާނެ 
 aisfāne

Irrealis 1st person ކުރީމސުް 
 kurīmus

ވީމުސް 
 vīmus

އައިމސުް 
 aimus

∼

އައީމސުް 
 aīmus

3rd person
ކުރީސް 
 kurīs̊

ވސީް 
 vīs

އައީސް 
 aīs

Prospective
Irrealis

ނުކުރަނީސް 
 nukuranīs

ނުވަނސީް 
 nuvanīs

ނާންނަނީސް 
 nānnanīs

Successive -fai ކޮށްފައި 
 koṣ̊-fai

ވެފައި 
 ve-fai

އައިސްފައި 
 ais-fai

∼

އައިއްސަ 
 ais-sa
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Table A.2: (continued)

Irregular
a-stem

Irregular
monosyl-
labic

Irregular
n-stem

-gen̊ ކޮށްގެން 
 koṣ̊-gen̊

ވެގެން 
 ve-gen̊

އައިސްގެން 
 ais-gen̊

Temporal -mā ކުރީމާ 
 kurī-mā

ވީމާ 
 vī-mā

އައީމާ 
 aī-mā

Simultaneous -mun̊ ކުރަމުން 
 kura-mun̊

ވަމުން 
 va-mun̊

އަންނަމުން 
 anna-mun̊

-kos̊ ކުރަނިކޮށް 
 kurani-koṣ̊

ވަނިކޮށް 
 vani-koṣ̊

އަންނަނިކޮށް 
 annani-koṣ̊

Infinitive ކުރަން 
 kuran̊

ވނާް 
 vān̊

އަންނަން 
 annan̊

∼ ∼

ކުރާން 
 kurān̊

އަންނާން 
 annān̊

Verbal
noun

ކުރުން 
 kurum̊

ވުން 
 vum̊

އައުން 
 aum̊

Honorific Mid-level ވެލައްވަނީ 
 ve-lavvanī

ދުރުވަނީ 
 duruvanī
‘comes/goes
(hon)’

High ކުރައްވަނީ 
 kuravvanī

ވެވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 ve-vaḍai-
gannavanī

ވަޑައިގަންނަވަނީ 
 vaḍai-
gannavanī
∼
‘comes/goes
(hhon)’

Divine
ވޮޑިގެންވަނީ 
 voḍigen-
vanī
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Table A.3: Postural/locational verbs

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

Citation
Form

އިންނަނީ 
 innanī
‘is sitting,
marries’

އޮންނަނީ 
 onnanī
‘is lying’

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī
‘is
standing,
waits’

Finite
Indicative Present 1st person އިންނަން 

 innam̊
އޮންނަން 
 onnam̊

ހުންނަން 
 hunnam̊

3rd person އިނދޭ 
 in̆dē

އޮވޭ 
 ovē

ހުރޭ 
 hurē

Future 1st person އިންނާނަން 
 innānam̊

އޮންނާނަން 
 onnānam̊

ހުންނާނަން 
 hunnānam̊

3rd person އިންނާނެ 
 innāne

އޮންނާނެ 
 onnāne

ހުންނާނެ 
 hunnāne

Past 1st person އިނިން 
 inim̊

އޮތިން 
 otim̊

ހުރިން 
 hurim̊

∼ ∼ ∼

އިނީން 
 inīm̊

އޮތީން 
 otīm̊

ހުރީން 
 hurīm̊

∼

ހުށީން 
 huṣīm̊

3rd person އިން 
 in̊

އޮތް 
 ot̊

ހުރި 
 huri

∼

ހުށި 
 huṣi

Participles Present އިންނަ 
 inna

އޮންނަ 
 onna

ހުންނަ 
 hunna
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Table A.3: (continued)

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

Future އިންނާނެ 
 innāne

އޮންނާނެ 
 onnāne

ހުންނާނެ 
 hunnāne

∼ ∼ ∼

އިންނާނޭ 
 innānē

އޮންނާނޭ 
 onnānē

ހުންނާނޭ 
 hunnānē

Past އިން 
 in̊

އޮތް 
 ot̊

ހުރި 
 huri

Progressives Present އިންނަނީ 
 innanī

އޮންނަނީ 
 onnanī

ހުންނަނީ 
 hunnanī

Future އިންނާނީ 
 innānī

އޮންނާނީ 
 onnānī

ހުންނާނީ 
 hunnānī

Past އިނީ 
 inī

އޮތީ 
 otī

ހުރީ 
 hurī

Imperatives -ti އިންނާތި 
 innāti

އޮންނާތި 
 onnāti

ހުންނާތި 
 hunnāti

-ccē އިންނައްޗޭ 
 innaccē

އޮންނައްޗޭ 
 onnaccē

ހުންނައްޗޭ 
 hunnaccē

Converb އިނދެ 
 in̆de

އޮވެ 
 ove

ހުރެ 
 hure

Perfect 1st person އިނދެއްޖައިން 
 in̆dejjaim̊

އޮވެއްޖައިން 
 ovejjaim̊

ހުރެއްޖައިން 
 hurejjaim̊

∼ ∼ ∼

އިނދެފިން 
 in̆defim̊

އޮވެފިން 
 ovefim̊

ހުރެފިން 
 hurefim̊

3rd person އިނދެއްޖެ 
 in̆dejje

އޮވެއްޖެ 
 ovejje

ހުރެއްޖެ 
 hurejje

∼ ∼
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Table A.3: (continued)

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

އިނދެފި 
 in̆defi

ހުރެފި 
 hurefi

Potential 1st person އިނދެފާނަން 
 in̆defānam̊

އޮވެފނާަން 
 ovefānam̊

ހުރެފނާަން 
 hurefānam̊

3rd person އިނދެދާނެ 
 in̆dedāne

އޮވެދނާެ 
 ovedāne

ހުރެދނާެ 
 huredāne

∼ ∼ ∼

އިނދެފާނެ 
 in̆defāne

އޮވެފނާަން 
 ovefāne

ހުރެފނާެ 
 hurefāne

Irrealis 1st person އިނީމސުް 
 inīmus

ހުރީމސުް 
 hurīmus

3rd person އިނީސް 
 inīs

އޮތީސް 
 otīs

ހުރީސް 
 hurīs̊

Successive -fai އިނދެފައި 
 in̆de-fai

އޮވެފައި 
 ove-fai

ހުރެފައި 
 hure-fai

-gen̊ އިނދެގެން 
 in̆de-gen̊

އޮވެގެން 
 ove-gen̊

ހުރެގެން 
 hure-gen̊

Temporal އިނީމާ 
 inī-mā

އޮތީމާ 
 otī-mā

ހުރީމާ 
 hurī-mā

Simultaneous -mun̊ އިންނަމުން 
 inna-mun̊

އޮންނަމުން 
 onna-mun̊

ހުންނަމުން 
 hunna-
mun̊

-kos̊ އިންނަނިކޮށް 
 innani-koṣ̊

އޮންނަނިކޮށް 
 onnani-koṣ̊

ހުންނަނިކޮށް 
 hunnani-
koṣ̊

locational އިންދާ 
 indā

އޮއްވާ 
 ovvā

ހުއްޓާ 
 huṭṭā
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Table A.3: (continued)

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

Irregular
locational

Infinitive އިންނަން 
 innan̊

އޮންނަން 
 onnan̊

ހުންނަން 
 hunnan̊

∼ ∼ ∼

އިންނާން 
 innān̊

އޮންނާން 
 onnān̊

ހުންނާން 
 hunnān̊

Verbal
noun

އިނުން 
 inum̊

އޮތުން 
 otum̊

ހުރުން 
 hurum̊

Honorific

އިންނަވަނީ 
 innavanī
‘is sitting
(hon)’

އޮންނަވަނީ 
 onnavanī
‘is lying
(hon)’

ހުންނަވަނީ 
 hunnavanī
‘is
standing
(hon)’



Index
Ablative/instrumental case 63
– and indefiniteness 65
– applies only to nonhuman nouns 64
– assigned by postpositions 121
– in causes and reasons 319, 320
– morphophonology of 69
– not used with first and second person

pronouns 91
– on agents 253
– on arguments 244
– used to derive adverbs 121
Absolutive see Converbs
Accusative case 63
Addu Atoll/City 14, 82, 91
Adjectives 110–113
– adverbs derived from 121
– co-ordination of 196
– comparative and superlative use 111
– compounds 112
– derivation of 111, 112
– in negative sentences 111, 269, 270
– in noun phrases 194–196
– lack of adjectival inflection 111
– nouns derived from 83, 112
– order of 195
– plural 111
– predicative use 111, 205, 237, 270, 311,

320
– used as nouns 84, 111
– with infinitive complement 207
Adverbials
– clauses 308–323
– phrases 122, 245
Adverbs 121–123
– demonstratives as 87
– derivation of 63, 121
– of degree see Degree modifiers
– of manner 122
– of place 122, 123
– of time 122, 123
– sentence adverbs 123
Agents 128, 157, 228, 251, 254
– of passive verb 253
Allomorphy seeMorphophonology
Anaphoric reference 79, 88, 95
Arabic 32, 72

– see also Loanwords Arabic
Aspect 141, 292
– durative 228
– expressed by auxiliaries 224–229
– habitual 142, 227
– expressed by auxiliary 227, 295
– see also Aspect unmarked

– neutralization of 277
– perfect see Perfect
– progressive 150
– derivation from participles 150
– present, as citation form 141
– similarity to focus verbs 150, 262
– with infinitives 232

– unmarked 141, 142
Aspiration 21, 52, 53
Associative plural 60, 91
Auxiliaries 224–229
– creating durative aspect 228
– creating habitual aspect 227
– creating perfect aspect 225–227
– derivation 225
– negation of 278

Benefactive
– dative case 120
– light verb 218, 286
– postposition 119
Boats 59
Brāhmī 26, 29

Case 63–69, 191, 207
– ablative/instrumental see Ablative/in-

strumental case
– assigned by postpositions 115
– dative see Dative case
– direct see Direct case
– genitive see Genitive case
– in pronouns 91
– instrumental see Ablative/instrumental

case
– locative see Locative case
– morphophonology 66–69
– of loanwords 66
– on human nouns 64
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– on indefinite nouns 65, 279
– on postpositions 115
– sociative see Sociative case
– table of examples 64
– vocative see Vocative nouns
Causes 320
Children’s terms 84
Clause chaining 291–297
– to participial clause 203, 293
– to verbal nouns 293
Clauses 291
– complement 297–302
– concessive 102, 312–313
– conditional 309–311, 323
– converb 291–297
– finite 181, 303
– manner 321
– modifying nouns 201–206
– negative 205
– predicate adjective 112, 205

– nonverbal 311, 320
– participial 53, 201, 206, 208
– reasons 319
– relative see Clauses participial
– see also Sentences
Clitics 176
– see also Particles
Comparative
– noun phrases 208
– participial clauses 208
– postposition 111, 120
Complementizers 83, 98, 182, 298–303
– for reported speech 178
– questioning 182, 302
Compound verbs 147, 241
– negation of 216, 278
– with nouns or adjectives 214
Compounding
– and retroflexion 39
– in formation of perfect 157
– in nouns 79–82
– in verbs 128
Conjunctions 185, 199, 209
Conjunctive participle see Converbs
Consonant clusters 22, 32, 34
Converbs 152–157
– adverbs derived from 122
– and successive particles 122, 152, 153,

170

– distinguished from participles 152, 162,
170, 218

– distinguished from past tense 153
– in honorific compounds 220
– in subordinate clauses 291–297, 316,

322
– in verb-verb compounds 217–222
– perfect based on 156, 222
– potential based on 165
– used as postpositions 118
– with auxiliaries 224–227
– with verbs of motion 223–224
Copula 12, 179, 181, 238, 270
– in subordinate clauses 299
– with demonstratives 179
Corpus 1, 3–5
Counterfactuals seeMood irrealis

Dative case 63, 268, 275
– and indefiniteness 65
– assigned by postpositions 115, 117, 119,

120
– morphophonology of 69
– of personal pronouns 91
– on indirect objects 243
– on verbal nouns 242
– used for subjects 182, 240, 254–259,

299
– used to derive adverbs 122
Deferential see Pronouns, deferential
Definiteness 61, 62, 65, 89, 102, 269, 270
Degree modifiers 123, 284
Deixis see Demonstratives
Demonstratives 87–89, 91, 220, 229
– adverbs combined with 123
– as adverbs 87, 88
– as determiners 87, 89
– as pronouns 87
– emphatic 180
– in formation of third-person proforms 95
– in honorific proforms 93
– in noun phrases 197
– orthography of 57, 87
– proximity contrasts 87
Determiners see Demonstratives
Dhivehi
– dialects see Dialects
– history 17, 35, 45, 131, 157, 165
– lack of diglossia in 14
– name 11
– previous work on 1, 17–19, 49, 57
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– speakers 11
Dialects 14
– non-Malé 91, 93
– northern 14
– southern 14, 23
– retroflex nasal in 21

– standard 9, 14
– written seeWritten Dhivehi
Dictionaries 1, 19, 51, 57, 83, 93
Diphthongs 25
Direct address
– and kinship terms 74
– and vocative nouns 72
Direct case 63, 240, 243, 252, 299
– of personal pronouns 91
Discourse connectives 185, 186, 245, 311,

313, 315
Discourse markers 102, 188, 285
Dravidian languages 11, 18, 21, 35, 52,

202
– influence on Dhivehi 51, 53

Echo words 79
English 22, 32
– see also Loanwords English
Epenthesis 24, 26, 34
Exclamations 179, 283
Exclusions and exceptions 210, 322

Filled pauses 189
Focus 260–262
– in questions 282
– with negation 272
– with predicate adjectives 179, 262
– with verbal complexes 227, 229, 260
Foreign words 32
– orthography of 32, 42, 57, 69
– see also Loanwords
Free relatives see Noun phrases generic
Fronting see Vowel fronting

Geminate consonants 34–36, 38, 39, 139,
144

– orthography of 42
Gemination 45
– as sandhi 39
– in causative verbs 129
– in honorific verbs 135
– in locational verbs 172
– of inflectional /n/ 47, 92

– table of alternations 46
– see alsoMorphophonology gemination

and palatalization
Gender
– in honorific proforms 96
– in kinship terms 74
– not marked in nouns 59
– not marked in verbs 141
Genitive case 63, 268, 269, 275, 319
– assigned by postpositions 115
– in verbal nouns 211
– morphophonology of 66
– of names and kinship terms 68, 72, 77
– of personal pronouns 91
Genitive phrases 197
Gerunds 151, 160, 238
– see also Verbal nouns
Glosses 2
God
– special honorifics for see Honorific

system applied to God
– writing name 54

Hearsay 305
Hindi 24, 52, 54, 258, 264
Honorific system 12, 55–56
– addressee 175, 187
– applied to God 56, 93, 95, 137, 156, 162,

163
– applied to prophets 85, 95
– high honorifics 55, 95, 137, 186
– interjections 186
– light verbs 220
– mid-level honorifics 55, 95, 137, 186
– noun suffixes 84
– plain speech 55, 186
– proforms 93, 95
– question particle 178, 281, 283
– usage 55, 56, 135
– verbs 127, 156
– and optative mood 162, 163
– compound 137, 220–221
– derivation 134–137
– infinitive 230
– never first person 89, 134
– suppletive 136

House names 73

Imperatives
– allomorphy in 162, 306
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– bare 162, 285
– compounded 163, 218, 286
– divine 163, 177, 288
– sentences 285–288
– suffixed 162, 287
Indefiniteness see Definiteness
India 11, 12, 54
Indirectness 65, 253
– forms of address 94
Indo-Aryan languages 11, 17, 21, 22, 202,

239, 258
– shared cognates 52
– sound correspondances 52
Infinitives 152, 160, 318
– allomorphy 160, 236
– and existential negation 274, 275
– as complements of nouns 207
– as complements of verbs 229–236, 242,

252
– co-ordination of 236
– compared to verbal nouns 211, 235, 236
– implied subjects of 235, 258
– modals and 224
– nested 236
Inflectional /n/ 47, 67, 92
Instrumental case see Ablative/instru-

mental case
Intentions
– with existential verbs 231, 296
Interjections 186
Interrogatives 101, 280
– in exclamations 283
– in questions 280
– with question particles 178

Kinship terms 59, 68, 74–77, 91
– in vocative forms 72

Lateral consonants 22
Lexicography see Dictionaries
Lexicon 51–57
– cultural influences on 52
– lexical categories 51, 83, 123
Light verbs 213, 217–220
– benefactive 218
– imperative 218
– negation of 278
– see also Verbalizers
Loanwords 59
– Arabic 36, 52, 54, 72, 77

– negative prefix 181
– orthography of 27, 32
– via Persian and Urdu 16, 54

– case suffixes and 66
– English 200
– modern borrowings 55
– orthography of 32, 34, 55
– phonology of 22

– orthography of 27, 30, 32, 54
– other sources 54, 103
– Persian 52, 54, 181
– orthography of 27

– phonology of 21, 23–25, 33–35, 44
– syllable structure 24, 32
– Tamil 36, 53
– Urdu 42, 54, 181
– orthography of 27

– verbs 214
Locative case 63, 268, 269, 275
– applies only to nonhuman nouns 64
– morphophonology of 66
– not used with first and second person

pronouns 91

Maldives 11–18
– economy 12
– education 15
– geography 12–14
– history 15–18
– literacy rate 15
– marriage and divorce 75
– naming conventions 73
– people 15
– religion 15
– linguistic influence of Islam 52, 54

– social divisions 56
Malé 1, 2, 11, 14, 18, 25, 30, 73, 74, 82, 91,

94
Metathesis seeMorphophonology gemi-

nation and palatalization
Minicoy (Maliku) 11, 12, 14
Modals 224, 229–233, 288
– negation of 278
Mood 141, 162–169, 292
– hortative 162, 163, 289
– imperative 162
– see also Imperatives

– irrealis 167, 310
– optative 162, 163, 288
– potential 165–166, 292



Index | 345

– vowel length 166
– prospective irrealis 168, 317
– subjunctive seeMood prospective irre-

alis
Morphophonology 43–48
– diphthong shortening 48, 177
– fortition 45
– gemination and palatalization 45, 49,

62, 145, 146, 163, 177
– table of alternations 46

– lenition 45
– long vowel shortening 48, 93, 142, 144,

145
– long vowel-/l/ alternation 44, 48, 67, 69
– n-gemination 47, 67, 92
– of case suffixes 66–69
– of clitics 176
– of negative particles 279
– of personal pronouns 92
– s-lenition 44, 168
– u-deletion 44, 62, 142, 145, 177

Nasalized vowels 25, 145, 186
Negation 102, 187
– and prospective irrealis 168, 317
– and vowel assimilation 174, 279
– and word spacing 173
– in compound verbs 165, 172, 216, 219,

222, 278
– in finite clauses 181, 269
– in nonfinite clauses 181, 297, 300, 311
– of co-ordinated noun phrases 200
– of existentials 264, 297
– of focus verbs 273
– of light verbs 219
– of modals 230
– of sentences 181, 269–280
– existential 274–277
– nonverbal 270–274
– verbal 277–280

– of verbs 172, 173, 180
– used as predicator 205
– with focus 272, 273
– without negative concord 274, 297, 311
Negative concord 111, 181, 269–280, 300
– and complementizers 300
– and demonstratives 271
– and emphasis 181, 271
– and focus 181

– and indefiniteness 89, 111, 269, 271,
279

– and infinitives 161, 181
– and personal names 72
– and pronouns 271
– and subjects 259, 279, 300
– in tag questions 284
Negative polarity 102
New Zealand 1, 15
Nominative case 63
Noun phrases 191–211
– comparisons and exclusions in 207–210
– conjunction and disjunction of 199
– generic 206
– order of elements in 191–198, 209, 210
– participial clauses 203

– with infinitive complement 207
– with verbal nouns 210
Nouns 59–85, 191
– abstract
– adjectives derived from 111
– derivation of 83

– adverbs derived from 122, 123
– as complementizers 298–301
– case see Case
– citation form 51, 59
– collective 79–80, 82
– definite 61
– definiteness see Definiteness
– derivational morphology 83
– generic 78, 95, 102, 206
– honorific 84
– human
– definite 61, 112
– derivation of 83
– forbidden in locative and ablative/in-

strumental cases 64
– in forms of indirect address 94
– institutional plural 60, 63
– plural 60, 112

– human vs nonhuman 59, 61
– indefinite 61
– as negative concord 72, 269

– inflection
– on verbal nouns 160

– no gender in 59
– nouns derived from 83
– oblique 63, 115, 123
– plural 59–61
– boats 59
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– human 60, 63, 76
– nonhuman 59
– reduplicated 59

– proper see Personal names
– unspecified 62
– see also Noun phrases
Null arguments 88, 248–250
Number see Plurality
Number names 52, 103
– base vs expanded forms 103
– duodecimal 105
– order of units 104
– ordinal 105
– table of comparisons with related lan-

guages 53
– table of number names 11–30 105
– table of number names 1–10 104
– table of number names 31–99 106–109
– table of number names above 99 110
– see also Quantifiers numeric
Numerals 105
– orthography of 48

Objects
– and negative concord 279
– direct 63, 240
– indirect 243
– null 249, 250
Oblique case see Nouns oblique
Orthography
– numerals 48, 105
– of coda consonants 42
– of demonstratives 87
– of final /k/ 42
– of geminates 42
– of glides 26
– of loanwords see Loanwords orthogra-

phy of
– of nasals 42
– punctuation 49
– commas 200, 209
– period 237, 307
– question mark 49, 282
– quotation marks 177, 307

– word spacing 43, 57, 62, 87, 98, 103,
119, 173, 182, 214, 278

Pakistan 54
Palatalization seeMorphophonology

gemination and palatalization

Pali 52
Participles 149, 201
– as base for other verb forms
– focus verbs 150
– progressive 150

– as subjects 151, 238
– comparative use of 208
– distinct from third person 145, 149, 162,

201, 240
– future 202
– in adverbial clauses 308, 317, 321
– in clausal complements 298
– in concessive clauses 311
– in conditional clauses 309
– modifying nouns 201
– past 310
– perfect 157
– potential 165
– present 309, 314
– used like postpositions 118

– progressive participle or focus form 150,
151, 260, 262, 310, 314, 317

– relative participial clauses see Clauses
participial

– tense 149
– uses of 150
– with auxiliaries 224, 225
– with simultaneous particles 170
Particles 175
– adverbial subordination particles 183
– co-ordinating 160, 199, 201, 299, 319
– concessive 102, 184, 312
– conditional 184, 309–311
– continuous 182
– in existential statements 266

– copula see Copula
– disjunctive 185, 200
– emphatic 180, 277, 278, 284, 307
– in indefinite pronouns 102

– manner 183
– negative 180, 269, 270, 277
– see also Negation
– see also Negative concord

– question 178, 280–283
– quotative 98, 157, 160, 162, 177, 285
– reason 183, 319
– sentence ending 2, 9, 14, 45, 47, 157,

160, 162, 170, 176, 237, 288
– read aloud 237



Index | 347

– related to quotative 176, 177, 179, 237,
286, 307

– simultaneous 171
– in auxiliary complexes 228
– in subordinate clauses 314

– successive 225
– in adverbs 296
– table of forms 170
– usage 293–296
– with converbs 153, 170
– with negative concord 278

– timing 169, 183
Parts of speech 51, 83, 123
Perfect 153–157
– and successive particles 222
– expressed by auxiliary complex 225, 276
– in conditionals 309
– participle 157
– potential based on 222
– usage 156
Persian 32
– see also Loanwords Persian
Perso-Arabic script 26
Person
– in finite verbs 140, 141, 248, 250
– in perfect 156
– in potential mood 166
– in quotes 304
– lack of person inflection
– in IN-verbs 143
– in participles 149, 201
– in progressive 150

Personal names 28, 32, 54, 59, 68, 72–74,
91

– nicknames 73
– of prophets 85
– orthography of 72
Phonology 21–49
– alternations 38–48
– neutralization 42
– place assimilation 39
– retroflexion 39

– coda condition 34, 35, 38
– and loanwords 32

– consonants 21–23
– consonants resistant to gemination 36,

45
– consonants resistant to palatalization

46
– inventory 22

– word-final 42
– distribution of phonemes 35
– glides 26
– as result of palatalization 46

– of loanwords 21
– see also Loanwords phonology of

– sandhi 36
– stress 37–38
– syllable structure see Syllables
– vowels 24–25
– diphthongs 25
– dipthong shortening 48
– inventory 24

Place
– adverbs of 123
– locative phrases 204
Place names 82
Plurality
– associative 60
– distributive 60
– of adjectives 111
– of kinship terms 60, 76
– of locational verb 267
– of nouns 59–61
– of pronouns 60, 91, 93, 95, 98
– unmarked in demonstratives 88
– unmarked in verbs 141
Possession
– alienable vs. inalienable 84, 269
– negation of 275
– statements of 268
– with dative case 268, 275
– with genitive case 63, 268, 269, 275
– with locative case 268, 269, 275
Postpositional phrases 197, 242
Postpositions 115–118, 207, 317
– assigning case 63, 64, 115, 117, 119–121
– derivation of 115
– nominal 115
– nonnominal 119
– ablative 121
– benefactive 119
– comparative 120

– verbal 117
Prakrit 18, 103
Prefixes
– negative 181
Prenasalized stops 21, 28, 34, 35, 37
– gemination of 45
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– writing of 31
Prescriptive rules 2, 64, 72, 90, 91, 94,

142, 199
Pro-drop see Null arguments
Pronouns
– deferential 91, 93
– see also Pronouns, honorific

– demonstrative 87
– dropped see Null arguments
– honorific 93, 95
– indefinite 102
– quantifiers as 110

– interrogative see Interrogatives
– logophoric 98, 304
– personal 59, 68, 90–94, 99
– avoidance of 72, 88, 91, 93, 94
– cases taken 91
– plural 60, 91, 95
– table of first-person forms 92
– table of second-person forms 94
– uncommon pronoun forms 92, 93

– reciprocal see Reciprocals
– reflexive 100
– relative 202, 206
– third-person proforms 94–98
– table of forms 96

Quantifiers 103–110
– as pronouns 110
– in noun phrases 191–194
– in third person proforms 98
– non-numeric 110, 193
– numeric 52, 103, 191
– approximate 105
– orthography of 57, 103

Questions 101, 280–283
– embedded 302
– tag questions see Tag questions
– with interrogatives 280
– with question particles 178
– see also Interrogatives
Quotes 98, 177, 304–308

Reasons 319
Reciprocals 100
Reduplication
– in adverbs 122
– in distributed plural 60
Registers
– literary 61, 93, 142, 150, 156, 160

– news reporting 178, 307
Relative clauses 202
Relative pronouns 102, 202
Reported speech see Quotes
Research methods 1, 2
Retroflexes 22, 28, 32, 119
– fricative 22, 38, 39, 42
Rhyming doublets 79
Romanization 2, 31
– conventional 82
– of consonants 28
– of dotted Thaana 32
– of empty letters 31, 34
– of neutralized consonants 40, 42
– of vowels 31
– official 28, 31

Sanskrit 52
Script see Thaana
Sentence-final particle see Particles sen-

tence ending
Sentences 237–289, 291–323
– complex 291–323
– timing of subordinate clauses 313–318
– with adverbial clauses 308–323
– with clausal complements 297–302
– with clause chaining 291–297
– with manner clauses 321
– with reason clauses 319–320

– divine optative 288
– ending in -eve 237
– equational see Sentences nonverbal

with copula
– hortative 289
– imperative 285–288
– inactive 251–254
– involitive 254
– nonverbal 237–239
– adverbial clauses 308
– with copula 238–239, 270, 281
– with predicate adjectives 237–238,

270, 283
– of ability 256–257
– of reception and perception 255
– verbal 239–248
– word order seeWord order
Sinhala 11, 14, 21, 52, 53, 202
– cognates with Dhivehi 52
– split with Dhivehi 17
Sinhalese see Sinhala
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Sociative case 64
– and indefiniteness 65
– assigned by postpositions 115–118, 120
– morphophonology of 69
– of personal pronouns 91
– on direct objects 242
– on indirect objects 243
– vs. co-ordinating particle 64, 91, 199
Spoken Dhivehi 2, 30, 63, 119, 170, 176,

178, 187, 263, 281, 282
Sri Lanka 11, 15
Subjects
– and negative concord 259, 279, 280,

300
– and successive particles 295
– dative case 279
– see also Dative case used for subjects

– direct case 63, 240
– dummy 241
– null 248–250, 254
– of IN-verbs 250
– topicalized 264
Subordination
– by clause chaining 291–297
– with adverbial subordination particles

308–323
– with complementizers 297–303
– with converbs 152
– with prospective irrealis 169, 317
– with quotative particles 304–305
– with timing particles 313–318
Suffixes 44
– adjectivizing 111
– adverbializing 121, 122
– agentive 83
– case 63, 66, 67
– causative 130
– definite 61
– honorific possessions 84
– honorific verbs 135
– hortative 163
– imperative 162, 287
– IN-verb 129
– indefinite 61
– nominalizing 83
– on participles 151
– optative 163
– order on nouns 66, 85
– perfect 156, 227
– person-marking 140, 141

– plural 59–61, 91, 93, 98
– unspecified 62
Superlative phrases 111
Suppletion
– in honorific verbs 136, 137
– in perfect verbs 157
Switch-reference 295
Syllables 34
– coda condition see Phonology coda

condition, 38
– permitted types 24, 32, 34, 53
– weight 22, 37

Tag questions 188, 284
Tamil 14, 18, 53, 202
– see also Loanwords Tamil
Tense 141
– future 256
– requiring verb 238, 246
– usage 247, 248, 276, 288

– in complement clauses 302
– not expressed 238, 239, 277, 292
– of finite verbs 141, 143, 144, 146–148
– of participles 149, 151
– past
– of existentials 182, 266

– perfect see Perfect
– present 183
– usage 242

– recent past see Perfect
Thaana 2, 9, 26–34, 49
– alifu 28, 29, 63
– alphabetical order of 28
– consonants 28–29
– inventory 29
– prenasalized stops 31, 32

– diphthongs 30
– dotted Thaana 27, 32, 54, 72
– history of 27
– names of letters 28, 31
– not used for writing the name of God 54
– orthography see Orthography
– Romanization see Romanization
– sukun 29, 30, 32, 42, 55, 72
– typology of 26
– vowels 29
– inventory 30

Time 141, 224, 313–318
– adverbs of 122, 123
– and converbs 292
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– and prospective irrealis 168
– expressed with adverbial subordination

particles 183, 313
– see also Aspect
– see also Tense
Titles 73, 85
Topicalization 264
Translations 3

Urdu 52, 54
– see also Loanwords Urdu

Valence 126–133
– and agentivity 127
– two-valence verbs 132, 135
– valency triples 126
– derivation of 128, 131

Vector verbs see Light verbs
Verbal nouns 84, 152, 157–160, 319
– as causes 319
– as citation form 125, 160
– in phrases 210
– irregular 159
– usage 160
Verbalizers 213
– active vs. IN-verb 252
Verbs 125–174
– a closed class 126, 213
– a-stem 138, 142, 143, 153, 165, 170
– active 128, 156
– compound verbs 213

– aspect see Aspect
– auxiliary see Auxiliaries
– causative 128
– arguments of 244
– as source of honorific 134
– derivation 129
– honorific 135
– IN-verb 128

– citation form 51, 126, 141
– in traditional Dhivehi lexicography 160
– irregular consonants 130, 131, 145, 153,

158
– classes 138
– compound see Compound verbs
– derivational verb families 126–137
– e-stem 139, 143, 144, 154, 163
– IN-verbs 139, 143
– non-IN-verbs 144

– existential 132, 171, 182, 225, 230, 257,
264–269, 276, 277

– finite 141, 157, 161, 165, 240, 278, 303
– as person marked 141, 145
– confined to main clauses 141, 240, 291

– focus 150, 151, 181, 240, 260
– negation of 273

– honorific 127, 156
– and optative mood 162, 163
– causative 135
– compounds 137, 156, 220
– derivation 134
– infinitives 230
– suppletive 136
– usage 135

– in verbal sentences 240
– IN-verbs 128, 145, 241, 254
– causative 128
– compound verbs 213
– derivation 128
– honorific 135
– inflectional classes 139
– invariably third person 141, 143, 145
– lack of imperative form 163
– of existential verbs 133, 257
– perfect forms 156
– potential mood 165
– usage 250–259

– inactive see Verbs, IN-verbs
– inflection 127, 139–169
– finite verbs 141

– intransitive see Verbs, IN-verbs
– involitive see Verbs, IN-verbs
– irregular
– monosyllabic 139, 147
– n-stem 129, 139, 144, 145, 153
– verbal nouns 159
– ‘do’ 127, 129, 142, 149, 152, 162

– light see Light verbs
– loanwords 214
– locational 132, 135, 145, 171, 182, 225,

232, 264
– medial see Participles
– modal seeModals
– monosyllabic 139, 147, 148, 154, 155
– mood seeMood
– n-stem 139, 144, 146, 147, 154, 155, 158
– nonfinite 152–161
– converbs see Converbs
– infinitives see Infinitives
– verbal nouns see Verbal nouns
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– of basic motion 136, 217, 223–225, 228
– paradigm charts 329–340
– participles see Participles
– person see Person
– postpositional 117
– postural see Verbs locational
– prospective irrealis 168, 317
– roots 125
– stative 128
– stems 125, 126
– tense see Tense
– thematic vowel in 125, 129, 130, 138,

139, 144, 145
– valence see Valence
Vocabulary see Lexicon
Vocative nouns 72, 74
Vowel fronting
– in IN-verbs 128
– in past tense 142

Word order
– in noun phrases 191–198, 203, 209, 210
– in questions 282
– in speech 263–264, 282
– in verbal complexes 224
– in verbal sentences 239
– of adverbials 245–246
– of arguments 240–244

– with clausal complements 298
– with copula 238
– with focus 150, 260–262, 298
– with predicate adjectives 237
Word spacing see Orthography word

spacing
Writing system see Thaana
Written Dhivehi 2, 9, 14, 30, 48, 63, 142,

170, 176, 179, 239, 262, 282,
286, 287
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