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In response to the basic needs and demands of the community, and to 
help create a vital and self-reliant society prepared for future growth, the 
government launched a nation-wide programme for the modernization of the 
system which includes upgrading and the construction of educational facilities 
as well as changes in the curricula and teaching methods. Under this new 
programme, education was further improved, thanks to the Maldivian national 
character of placing high value on education, as well as to the improved level 
of people's income caused by high-level economic growth. 

During the last 10 years, substantial progress has been made, with 
improvement of educational facilities in the Atolls, the establishment of 
several atoll schools and upgrading of school facilities, as well as provision of 
trained teachers. 

Meanwhile, it can be anticipated that, in the corning years as we move 
into the 21st century, rapid social changes such as the advancement of science 
and technology and the progress of information technology will continue. 
Further, the improved level of people's living, has led to an increase in 
people's demand for educational and cultural opportunities, especially for 
diverse opportunities for education throughout life. 

3. The Girl Child

The girl child in the Maldives has an equal opportunity for survival, 
growth and development, as her male counterpart. She has equal access to 
the family pot, education and health care and parental affection. This is 
supported by the facts that mortality rates for females in the Maldives have 
been consistently lower than that for males, till the age of 15 years - the 
target group of this discussion (See Fig.2). The analysis of the growth charts 
also shows no gender differences in growth patterns between the two sexes, 
health care and parental attention. School enrolment of girls is at par with 
those for boys, 
indicating equal 
a c c e s s t o 
education. 

MORTALITY BY AGE AND SEX

MALDIVES- 1985
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Figure 2 












