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My personal association with Fathulla goes back 55 years. I was studying in 

Cairo when I was suddenly asked by the government to come to Colombo. I was 

not told why and I was naturally apprehensive, not knowing what was going to 

befall me on my return. I was 20 years old, and a student at that, and therefore, 

not allowed to ask questions. 

Anyway, I obediently rushed back to Colombo, and was overjoyed to learn that 

I could go back to Cairo to continue my studies, and that the reason why I was 

asked to return was to accompany two young students to Cairo, as they were too. 

young to travel alone - those two being Mohamed Zahir Hussain and Fathulla 

Jameel. 

Both Fathulla and Zahir adapted to the Egyptian environment very quickly. The 

three of us lived in the same flat for over twelve years.Being senior to them, I had 

the duty of looking after them. They were good boys with a pleasant disposition 

and looking after them was quite easy. But we did face rather a traumatic 

experience very early on. Zahir was nearly run over by a bus, but luckily he was 

thrown away to safety by the impact and escaped with a minor injury to his left 

thigh. It was quite a harrowing experience for me since we had lost another very 

young Maldivian stud.en! in Cairo who was run over by a taxi some years before. 

Zahir and Fathullaworked hard in their studies and were able to shorten their 

pre-university course by three years which allowed them to be admitted to a 

degree course at AI-Azhar University's Faculty of Theology in 1963, from where 

they subsequently obtained their Bachelor's degree in Islamic philosophy. They 

also obtained a post-graduate general diploma in education from Ein Shams 

University of Cairo. 

I was deeply impressed by Fathulla's numerous talents. He could draw, paint, 

sing and play music, particularly the violin and theoud, a traditional Arab musical 

instrument. He also played cricket and hockey. In fact, he was the player-manager 

of the Young Men's Muslim Association's team which played in the Egyptian 

national hockey tournament. They achieved second place in the tournament in 

1968. Oddly enough, though that was an Egyptian club team, the whole team 

consisted purely of Maldivian students. Fathulla was also an excellent writer and 

poet. Though he did not publish much of his literary output, I have read a number 

of his articles containing many of his deep insights. 

One of the most entertaining qualities of Fathulla was his unparalleled skill in 



Remembering Fathulla 
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 

The day after my beloved friend and long-time colleague Fathulla Jameel passed 

away in Singapore last month, a journalist asked me how I would describe 

Fathulla's personality in one word. I thought for a bit, and the only word that came 

to my mind was delightful.

Indeed, Fathulla was a most delightful person. Full of good humour, witty and 

charming. His ability to find something funny in the most difficult of circumstances 

was remarkable. His leaving us is indeed a deep personal loss to me and to all his 

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom with Fathulla Jameel (l) and Zahir Hussain !R). 

friends and colleagues. However, our sense of loss would be nothing compared 

to that of his beloved wife and children. My deepest sympathies and prayers are 

with them. 

My family and Fathulla's family had been linked even before he was born. His 

grandmother on his mother's side was one of my stepmothers. His father, the late 

Sheikh Mohamed Jameel was a student of my father, and I myself had been a 

pupil of Sheikh Jameel in my early boyhood days in Male, before I left for Egypt as 

a government scholar in 1950. 
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